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PEEFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


The  aim  of  this  little  work  is  to  give  to  the  student  of  medicine 
such  information  in  a concise  form  as  he  generally  has  to  sift 
out  of  two  or  more  of  the  larger  manuals.  So  many  valuable 
volumes  have  been  written  on  Materia  Medica  and  Thcrapeirtics 
as  to  leave  little  necessity  for  another ; but  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tioir  of  the  writer  to  presume  that  this  work  will  take  the  place 
of  any  of  them,  the  question  of  space  necessitating  the  know- 
ledge being  given  to  the  reader  ofterr  in  a veiy  fragmeirtary 
condition. 

The  arrangement  of  the  subject,  which  has  been  sanctioned 
l)y  custom,  has  been  departed  from,  the  work  being  divided 
into  distinct  and  separate  sections,  and  the  drugs  arranged 
alphabetically.  The  writer  found  that  most  students  in  grap- 
pling with  Materia  Medica  generally  read  the  Therapeutics  of 
each  remedy  once  or  twice  over,  while  its  preparations  had  to 
be  committed  to  memory.  Thus,  a process  of  confused  selec- 
tion always  distracted  and  prevented  that  clear  view  of  each 
detail  so  necessary  to  ensure  a tliorough  gras[)  of  every  branch 
of  the  subject.  Jlaiiy  students,  too,  have  already  mastcivd  the 
chemistry  of  each  drug  in  (he  laboratory,  and  hence  to  .such, 
an  arrangement  like  the  one  adopted  will  probably  bo  benc- 
(icial ; whilst  to  those  who  have  not,  the  condensed  bird's-cyc 
view  of  the  subject  may  be  a[i[ireeiatc(l.  The  wriler  is  satislicil 
that  this  plan  is  open  to  serious  objection, «,  a.s  is  the  mosi 
generally  followed  one,  but  he  hopes  that  it.  may  assist  (he 
already  over-taxed  student,  who  often  fails  to  gel  any  idea  of 
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tlie  subject  ut  all  if  tbe  matter  be  not  placed  in.  a condensed 
form  within  his  reach. 

Actuated  by  the  feeling,  that  Pharmacy  is  one  of  the  most 
important  sections  of  Materia  Medica,  he  has  laboured  to  put 
this  generally  neglected  branch  in  as  attractive  a light  as  pos- 
sible, and  has  called  to  his  aid  the  few  original  woodcuts  in  the 
first  part  of  the  work. 

This  brief  outline  of  Pharmacy  is  in  no  way  intended  to 
replace  pvactical  knowledge  of  the  art  which  the  wiiter 
believes  is  an  essential  accomplishment  of  every  educated 
physician,  and  which  he  hopes  to  soon  see  rendered  compul- 
sory by  examining  bodies. 

The  condensation  required  in  every  page  to  keep  the  work 
in  a small  compass  prevented  that  full  recognition  of  the  labours 
of  many  in  the  advancement  of  Materia  Medica,  which  the 
writer  would  have  desired. 

He  is  grateful  for  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  J.  O’Xeill,  M.A., 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Grammatical  Aids  to  Prescription 
Writing. 


BELFAST,  December,  ISSl. 


PREFACE  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


TfiE  rapid  exhaustion  (in  a few  months)  of  the  second  edition, 
and  the  delay  eaused  by  waiting  for  the  new  Pharmacopoeia, 
have  thrown  this  work  out  of  print  for  some  time. 

It  was  found  noce.ssary  to  alter  the  order  of  arrangement 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  book,  with  a view  of  facilitating 
its  rapid  transit  through  the  press.  The  section  on  the 
Administration  of  Medicines  and  Prescribing,  which  formerly 
appeared  near  the  end  of  the  volume,  is  now  placed  before  the 
•Materia  Medica  section,  and  apparently  with  advantage.  The 
phan  of  the  work  is  not,  however,  interfered  with,  and  as  stated 
in  the  pref.ace  to  the  second  edition — • 

“The  almost  universally  favourable  way  in  which  the  work 
has  been  reviewed,  and  the  many  friendly  criticisms  received 
from  practitioners  and  teachers,  arc  helps  for  which  the  Author 
is  deeply  grateful;  and  they  h.avc  convinced  him  th.at  the 
alphabetical  and  sectional  arrangement  of  the  book,  which  he 
adopted  with  dillidcnce  and  some  amount  of  misgiving,  should 
not  in  .any  w.ay  be  altered  or  departed  from  in  the  present 
is.sue.” 

liy  omit  ting  the  OtUcial  Tests  and  eoinlcnsing  the  printing 
of  the  index,  nc.arly  .oi)  i)agcsof  entirely  new  matter  have  been 
.added  without  any  material  incre.asc  in  the  bulk  of  the  volume. 
'I  he  secti'jn  on  Is'on-ollicial  Jlcmcdics  is  entirely  re-wrilten. 
and  the  Author  hojju.s  is  Iji'ought  quite  u])  to  the  lU'csent  date. 

The  remaimler  of  the  work  has  been  so  cdnscly  revised  th  it 
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it  also  may  be  said  to  be  re-writtcD.  and  all  the  recent  additions 
of  the  new  B.P.  are  incorporated  in  the  text. 

The  Author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Goskar  for  his  careful  re- 
vision of  the  chemical  reactions  in  Part  VI.,  and  to  Mr. 
William  McDade  for  his  assistance  in  correcting  the  proof- 
sheets,  and  forwarding  the  work  through  the  press. 

8,  College  Square  Nortr,  Beliws'i'. 

September  SGih,  1SS5. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  words  1Iateki.\  Medica  imply  a description  of  the 
agents  used  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  their  preparation, 
actions,  and  uses  ; but  owing  to  the  rapid  advance  made  in 
our  knowledge  of  remedies,  special  terms  are  being  daily  used 
to  designate  the  different  departments  in  this  extensive  sub- 
jeet;  and  we  confine  the  words 

Materia  Medica  to  the  description  of  remedies,  their 
origin,  source,  kc., 

Pharmacy  to  the  methods  by  which  they  are  prepared  for 
administration. 

Pharmacology  to  the  science  of  their  action  on  a healthy 
organism,  and 

Therapeutics  to  their  applieation  in  the  treatment  of 
disease. 

The  term  Materia  Medica,  even  so  restricted  in  its  applica- 
tion, embraces  Botany,  Zoology,  and  Chemistry,  and,  indeed, 
is  built  up  of  these  sciences. 

We  may  divide  the  science  and  art  of  Pharmacy  into  two 
distinct  divisions  : 

Extemporaneous  Pharmacy,  and 
Official  Pharmacy. 

The  first  head  will  include  ihc  various  operaiions  of  com- 
pounding and  dispensing  remedies  from  the  ]ircscrip(ions  of 
the  physician,  amt  under  Ollicial  Pharmacy  will  be  brielly  dt;- 
fined  the  ditfcreiit  processes  mentioned  in  the  Pharmacopreia 
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in  the  directions  given  for  the  preparation  of  its  numerous 
drugs  and  formulae,  and  under  the  head  of  Materia  Medica,  in 
addition  to  the  description,  &c.,  of  the  various^  ch-ugs  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  will  he  grouped  together  the  Official  Prepara- 
tions themselves,  mostly  in  tabular  form,  so  that  the  student 
can  have  a bu’d’s-eye  view  of  their  composition  and  doses. 

The  Pharmacology  of  each  di'ug  will  be  given  under  its 
name  in  the  section  of  this  work  devoted  to  Therapeutics, 
where  its  action  will  be  briefly  discussed  in  con- 

nection with  its  thcTapeut  lo  indications  and  uses.  ^ 

Under  the  head  of  Administration  of  Medicines  will  be 
treated  the  science  of  writing  and  reading  prescriptions,  and  a 
short  glossary  of  terms  and  abbreviations  used  by  physicians 
in  ordering  remedies. 


PART  I. 


PHARMACY. 


C H A P T E R ] . 

EXTEiIPOEA^■EOUS  PHARMACY,  OR  THE  COMPOUNDING  AND 
DISPENSING  OF  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

The  student  is  often  confused  by  the  frequent  use  of  the 
words  “ compounding  ” and  “ dispensing.”  The  former  may  be 
said  to  apply  to  the  mixing,  blending,  or  preparing  of  the 
drugs  ordered  in  a prescription,  while  the  latter  refers  to  the 
way  in  which  they  are  put  up,  labelled,  and  sent  out  to  the 
patient : thus  the  incorporation  of  a mixtiu'o  of  several  sub- 
stances is  spoken  of  as  its  comjionndiiKj,  after  which  it  is  to  be 
dispensed  in  a Hat,  square,  or  round  bottle  ; but  if  a prescrip- 
tion, for  example,  should  contain  an  order  for  twelve  five-grain 
Dover’s  powders,  it  would  be  simply  a case  of  dispensing, 
since  the  medicine  is  always  kept  compounded  by  the  dispenser. 

It  has  been  said  that  “ no  one  should  be  allowed  to  write  a 
prescription  unless  he  is  able  to  cenijn^inul  it,”  and  if  such 
were  the  rule  of  examining  boards,  doubtless  moi'c  useful  and 
niorc  elcgiint  pi'cscriptions  would  be  the  fashion,  and  even  if 
it  were  not  .so,  the  training  requisite  to  make  a good  dispenser 
would  l)e  a great  accom])lishnient,  to  the  i)ractical  physician, 
teaching  him  habits  of  neatness,  readiness,  and  accuracy 
obtainable  in  no  other  waju 

The  compounding  of  medicines  can  only  be  really  learned 
at  the  dispensing  counter;  but  a few  general  directions  will  be 
here  given  as  a guide  to  the  student,  or  a help  to  one  who  may 
find  himself  compelled  to  dispense  his  own  I'cmedics  without 
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previous  training ; and  at  the  start  lie  may  be  reminded  that 
it  is  an  essentiaUy  practical  study. 

Once  the  prescription  is  in  the  hand  of  the  dispenser  he 
must  give  it  his  undivided  and  concentrated  attention.  Day- 
dreaming must  be  for  the  moment  laid  aside,  and  in  proportion 
to  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  isolates  himself  from  every- 
thing but  the  sheet  of  paper  before  him,  so  will  his  success 
Pe.  °The  prescription  should  fii’st  be  read  carefuUy  through, 
and  any  inconsistency  of  dose  noticed.  Difficulties  in  reading 
and  deciphering  will  nearly  always  disappear  on  a careful 
comparison  of  the  formation  of  the  letters  in  the  doubtful 
word  with  those  in  the  unmistakable  portions  of  the  prescrip- 
tion. If  an  evidently  poisonous,  or  even  an  unusually  large 
dose  is  ordered,  or  if  substances  absolutely  incompatible  are 
prescribed,  it  will  be  well  to  consult  the  prescriber  before  pro- 
ceeding further,  but  this  will  not  be  a likely  or  common  occur- 
rence. In  compounding  almost  every  prescription,  there  are 
several  processes  continually  being  employed  which  deserve  a 
few  passing  remarks. 

Weiehiuff  the  essential  element  of  which  is  accuracy,  is 
generally  only  required  in  dealing  with  small  quantities  aa 
rarely  more  than  one  ounce  of  any  solid  is  ordered  m a pre- 
scription ; more  commonly  it  is  only  with  grains  or  di-ams 
that  the  dispenser  is  directed  to  work,  and  in  dealing  with 
quantities  from  a few  grains  to  as  many  chams,  the  ordinary 
fixed  upright  beam  and  scales,  which  are  round  on  eveii  dis- 
pensing counter,  answer  all  purposes.  They  are  generally 
provided  with  one  moveable  glass  pan,  which  should  he  oppo- 
site the  operator’s  right  hand,  and  on  to  which  the  substance 
to  be  weighed  is  to  be  gradually  placed,  the  weights  having 
been  previously  put  on  the  opposite  scale.  The  pan,  or  scale, 
Em  te  indviablj  aviped  » ith  a d,y  doll.  oad.  ..mo  afro.' 
use  The  omission  of  this  is  one  of  the  mmiite  poiut.s  that 
stamp  a slovenly  compounder,  and  as  ^ 

take  the  troiilile  to  leave  his  scales  and  weights  tidi  attu 
him  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  weigh  accurately  the  medicines 

^’^For^miiiiitc  quantities  of  powerful  drugs,  like  morphine, 
strychnine,  and  most  active  substances  under  two  grains  in 
weight,  the  scales  that  are  being  constantly  used  to  "^Cfb  a^ 
much  as  two  or  three  drams  should  not  be  employed.  1 oi  t s 
purpose  the  small  beam  and  scales  figured  should  be  used,  and 
the  ^substance  gradually  added,  particle  after  particle,  fiom  a 
small  spatula,  Ull  the  scale  comes  to  the  level  of  the  opposite, 
and  remains  there,  in  this  manner  the  of  a gram  can  be 
easily  apiu’cciatcd. 
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It  is  very  often  necessary  to  weigh  small  quantities  of  soft 
extracts  for  pills.  This  should  only  be  done  in  this  way: — 
Two  little  pieces  of  smooth  writing  paper  should  be  made  of 


Fig.  1. 

the  same  size,  which  is  accurately  done  by  cutting  a [tiece  out 
of  two  leaves,  one  placed  in  contact  with  the  other.  When 
two  pieces  of  precisely  the  same  size  and  weight  arc  thus 
obtained,  one  should  bo  placed  on  the  left  hand  scale  along 
with  the  weights ; the  other  is  to  receive  upon  it  the  soft  sub- 
stance, and  to  be  placed  on  the  opito.sitc  scale,  and  when  t he 
requisite  weight  of  material  is  added  it  can  easily  be  detached 
from  the  paper  with  a ktiifc.  The  .same  plan  should  be  used 
with  corrosive  substances,  like  iodine,  if  the  scale  is  not  of 
glass. 

Ihc  I h,armacop(cia  recognises  no  weight  between  a grain 
and  an  ounce,  the  ounce  being  C(]ual  to  1117.^  gi'ains,  and  the 
l)ourid  being  etiual  to  Hi  ounce.s,  or  7,0(10  grains.  These  .arc 
the  only  weights  that  a student  has  to  learn  (unless  that  he  is 
expected  to  h.avc  .some  idea  of  the  metriciil  system). 

It  will  be  .seen  that  in  this  weight,  wh’ich  is  c.alled  the 
Jmpeiial  Standard,  or  Avoirdu|iois  weight,  there  is  no  dr.am 
01  scruple,  but  in  the  preface  to  the  I’liarmacopinia  it  is  written 
th.at  it  will  be  optional  with  the  I’hysieiau  in.  j/nxerihi nt/ 
to  use  the  symbols  of  the  dram  (5)  and  the  scruple  (;)),  the 
formei  leprcscnting  (!0  aiul  the  latter  20  grains."  llowevi'r. 
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it  is  now  becoming  the  custom  to  order  solids  by  grains  or 
ounces,  and  confine  the  use  of  the  dram  to  the  liquid  measure 
of  60  minims,  or  the  |^tb  part  of  a Jiuid  ounce. 

If,  therefore,  the  dispenser  meets  with  a dram  or  a scruple  of 
a solid  substance  in  a prescription,  be  is  to  put  in  60  or  20 
grains — though  strictly  54|-  grs.  and  18  grs.  are  respectively 
equivalent  to  the  jth  and  ^'^th  of  an  avoirdupois  ounce. 

The  Measuring  of  liquids  is  a simple  process,  but,  like  many 
others,  requires  care  and  practice,  and  should  be  done  always 
according  to  rule.  Graduated  glass  measures  are  used  of 
various  shapes,  which  should  have  the  lines  marked  both  in 
front  and  at  the  back.  The  measure  should  be  held  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  next  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  as  is 
well  shown  in  Bfig.  2,  and  raised  nearly  to  the  level  of  the  dis- 
penser’s eye.  The  bottle  to  be  poured  from  is  gr.asped  firmlj'- 
by  the  right  hand,  as  in  the  Figure,  the  stopper  being  previously 
withdrawn  and  held  by  the  little  finger  of  the  opposite  hand. 


Fig. 
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The  fluid  is  then  poured  out,  the  foot  of  the  measure  being 
heid  horizontaiiy,  the  levei  of  the  iiquid  being  tested  by  the 
lines  on  its  front  and  back  aspects.  In  looking  through  a 
quantity  of  liquid  in  a glass,  two  lines,  or  a double  line,  may  be 
noticed,  the  upper  one  being  caused  by  the  concave  surface  of 
the  liquid,  produced  by  capillary  attraction.  The  lower  line, 
which  is  the  true  level,  is  the  one  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
measuring.  Never  j)oitr  out  with  the  label  downwards,  other- 
wise the  drop  of  moisture  left  on  the  lip  will  trickle  down  and 
injure  it.  The  label  should  be  always  on  the  side  of  the  bottle 
which  is  upwards,  as  in  the  Figure, 

For  measuring  small  quantities  of  medicine  (and  it  is  gene- 
rally an  active  medicine  which  is  ordered  in  small  quantity), 
the  measure  which  is  used  for  ounces  should  not  be  employed. 


Fig.  3. 

as  it  will  be  found  impo.ssilflc  to  be  accurate  in  pouring  a dram 
into  the  bottom  of  a two-ounce  glass.  Tlie  meas\irc  which  is 
figured  should  be  then  used  ; it  is  known  as  a minim  measure, 
and  contains  either  one  or  two  drams. 
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It  may  be  held  like  the  larger  glass,  but  the  careful  and  neat 
dispenser  will  hold  it  as  in  the  Figure,  which  does  not  interfere 
with  the  light  passing  through  even  a minute  quantity  near  the 
bottom.  Some  hold  the  larger  measure  in  the  same  way.  In 
measuring  liquids  in  very  narrow  glasses  like  the  one  figured, 
the  surface  of  the  liquid  will  be  found  to  be  deeply  concave, 
owing  to  capillary  attraction  being  stronger  than  in  wide 
vessels,  and  it  is  sometimes  puzzling  to  get  the  true  level,  which 
should  be  midway  between  the  highest  point  close  to  the  glass, 
and  the  lowest  in  the  centre.  It  is  not  safe  to  count  upon  the 
lowest  line  as  in  working  wdth  the  larger  measures,  because  if 
we  did  the  fluid  which  is  attracted  to  the  glass  would  not  be 
included. 

Substances  like  copaiba  and  castor  oil  should  not  be  mea- 
sured— not,  however,  because  of  the  reason  always  assigned, 
that  the  measure  is  so  difficult  to  clean,  for  accuracy  should 
sacrifice  every  other  consideration  in  compounding,  but  because 
of  the  fact  that  if  one  ounce  of  such  a substance  is  carefully 
measured  about  seven-eighths  of  it  onlj'  will  be  got  out  of  the 
glass.  Hence  it  is  advisable  to  either  weigh  it,  making  due 
allowance  for  its  specific  gravity,  or  else  pour  it  into  the  bottle 
in  which  it  is  to  be  dispensed,  having  previously  marked  with 
a strip  of  paper  the  extent  occupied  bj’^  an  ounce  of  w'ater  in 
the  same  bottle.  Before  returning  the  stopper  into  a bottle 
out  of  which  a liquid  has  been  poured,  the  drop  that  hangs 
from  the  lip  should  be  caught  upon  the  bottom  of  the  stopper 
by  simply  touching  it — thus  continual  moisture  is  generally 
prevented  trickling  down  the  side  of  the  bottle ; this  little 
detail  should  be  carefully  attended  to  in  the  case  of  acids, 
corrosive  liquids,  and  syrups. 

Dropping.  — Few  have  any  fixed  notion  of  how  a liquid  should 
be  made  to  flow  in  single  drops  out  of  an  ordinary  stoppered 
bottle  ; a glance  at  the  Figure  will  do  a great  deal  to  dispel 
any  difficulty  in  the  matter.  The  bottle  should  be  lightly 
grasped  in  the  right  hand  by  all  the  fingers,  except  the  index 
one,  and  held  in  a vertical  position  with  the  bottom  down- 
wards, till  the  stopper  is  lifted  partially  out  by  the  fingers  of 
the  left  hand,  and  held  there  by  the  right  index  finger,  which 
presses  it  downward  as  the  bottle  is  slojied  to  allow  the  liquid 
to  droj)  out.  Before  permitting  the  drops  to  fall  into  any 
qu.antity  of  other  medicine,  a few  should  be  allowed  to  drop  on 
the  floor  till  the  disjienser  is  satisfied  he  has  perfect  control 
over  the  regularity  with  which  the  drops  issue  from  the  bottle 
in  his  hami,  otherwise  they  might  come  out  with  a rush,  ren- 
dering it  impossible  to  count  them,  in  which  c.ase  the  liquid 
or  medicine  into  which  they  fall  must  necessarily  be  rejected. 


DiiornxG. 
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This  may  be  avoided  by  the  unpractised  dispenser  allowing  the 
drops  to  fall  into  an  empty  measure,  when,  if  too  many  flow 
out,  he  can  reject  them  without  risking  the  liquid  into  which 
they  are  to  go  ; but  if  the  drops  be  volatile,  this  should  not  be 
done.  Liquids  like  chloroform,  hydrocyanic  acid,  ether,  nitrite 
of  amyl,  &c.,  should  not  be  dropped,  but  always  measured. 

A ten  or  twenty  per  cent,  solution  of  such  substances  can  be  * 
kept  in  stock,  so  that  there  may  be  no  difficulty  in  accurately 
measuring  the  smallest  quantities,  as  when  two  or  three  drops 
of  dilute  hydrocyanic  .acid  .are  ordered  in  a draught. 


Fig.  1. 

It  is  a good  rule  to  let  each  dro])  reach  its  destination  before 
another  flows  out.  If  the  drops  hcsilalc  to  flow  at  the  start, 
the  li|)  of  the  Ijottlc  .should  be  wetted.  When  t he  dro])|)ing 
has  concluded,  f he  stopper  is  t aken  alt  oget  her  out  for  an  instant 
to  allow  the  liquid  accumul.atcd  about  the  nock  to  flow  liack 
.again  into  the  bottle  before  the  si o])pcr  is  I hrusi  home;  various 
bottles,  with  i)atcnt  sto])])crs,  have  been  devised  to  facilitate 
dropping;  but,  as  a rule,  every  requirement  is  met  by  the 
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above  plan.  The  student  should  remember  that  a drop  is  a 
vague  and  indefinite  quantity,  supposed  to  be  identical  vdth  a 
minim,  which  it  seldom  is.  Elaborate  tables  have  been  pre- 
pared, showing  how  many  drops  of  certain  liquid  jareparations 
are  found  to  correspond  with  one  dram:  thus  it  is  generally 
stated  that  there  are  120  di’ops  of  tincture  of  digitalis  or 
laudanum  in  one  fluid  di'am,  and  1.5  of  Prussic  acid  in  the  same 
bulk.  It  is,  however,  well  known  that  the  number  and  size  of 
the  drops  depend,  not  so  much  upon  the  nature  of  the  liquid, 
as  upon  some  accidental  circumstances — as  the  shape  and  size 
of  the  stopper,  or  especially  the  shajje  of  the  lip  of  the  bottle, 
and  how  much  wet  or  moisture  is  about  it,  &c.,  &c.  The  system 
of  ordering  di'ops  should  be  entirely  given  up,  and  minims 
dii’ected  to  be  measured  instead,  unless,  perhaps,  when  two  or 
three  drops  of  a flavouring  essence  are  ordered  in  a mixture. 

Hydi’ocyanic  acid  is  best  measured  vuth  a long  graduated 
syringe,  and  many  other  liquids  could  be  treated  in  a similar 
way  with  advantage. 


CHAPTER  II. 

MIXING  OR  MIXTURE-MAKING. 

Under  the  term  “Mixture”  in  Pharmacy  is  included  every 
extemporaneous  fluid  compound  intended  for  internal  use, 
except  a few  bearing  distinctive  names — as  draughts  or  ene- 
mata.  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  such  general  directions  to 
the  dispenser  as  would  equally  apply  to  the  preparation  of  so 
many  really  different  compounds — as  solutions,  emulsions, 
decoctions,  &c.;  but  a little  practical  experience  will  soon  show 
him  how  he  may  apply  the  knowledge  gained  in  making  one 
class  of  preparations  to  aid  him  in  compounding  another. 

Mixtures  arc  ordered  and  dispensed  in  2,  3,  I,  6,  8,  10,  and 
12  ounce  bottles,  and  occasionally  in  16,  and  20  ounce;  and 
taking  the  simplest  form  of  mixture,  where  two  or  more  fluid 
mcdiciues  .arc  ordered  together,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  com- 
pounding of  this  will  only  mean  the  measuring  of  the  different 
ingredients  in  a glass  and  pouring  them  into  a bottle;  still, 
th?s  must  be  done" methodically,  and  attention  to  the  following 
is  advisable: — Until  the  dispenser  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perience he  sbould,  after  reading  over  the  prescription,  carry 
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the  different  medicine  bottles  required  from  their  different 
places  and  set  them  down  beside  him  before  he  begins  to 
measure,  otherwise  he  “ may  lose  his  head,”  or  get  confused  in 
travelling  from  one  part  of  the  surgery  to  another.  This 
practice,"however,  should  be  no  excuse  for  bottles  being  left 
upon  the  dispensing  counter  : after  the  mixture  is  made  each 
should  be  carefully  put  back' into  its  proper  position  ; and  the 
same  law  applies  to  every  operation  in  Pharmacy,  for  nothing 
should  be  left  lying  about  out  of  its  place : it  is  in  this  way 
mistakes  are  often  made.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  carrying 
a stock  bottle  from  its  shelf,  collecting  it  with  others  where 
the  dispenser  is  to  work,  and  putting  it  back  after  he  has 
finished,  its  label  will  be  certain  to  be  examined  at  least  three 
times.  The  skilful  compounder  will  make  up  a mixture  more 
expeditiously  by  taking  the  measure-glass  in  the  left  haud,^  as 
if  about  to  use  it  as  previously  described,  and  the  prescription 
between  the  middle  two  fingers  of  the  same  hand,  and,  pro- 
ceeding with  his  right  hand  entirely  free,  walking  to  and  fro 
he  can  compound  his  mixtures  as  quickly  and  accurately  as  if 
all  were  within  the  reach  of  his  hand— as  they  should  be'when 
possible.  This  is  well  shovm  in  the  Figure.  Care  is  requisite 
to  prevent  the  paper  being  soiled. 


’ IC- 
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As  regards  the  order  in  mixing  liquids  for  a simple  mixture, 
it  is  not  of  so  much  importance  as  in  making  emulsions,  and 
often  the  ingredients  can  be  mixed  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  wi-itten.  It  is  a good  plan  to  pour  the  tinctures 
or  spirituous  fluids  (as  they  are  measured)  into  the  bottle 
in  which  the  mixture  is  to  bo  made,  mix  them,  and  then 
add  the  sja-ups  or  essences,  and  finally  fill  up  with  the 
water  or  infusion  ordered ; in  this  way  a better  mixture  is 
often  made  than  if  the  tinctures  were  each  singly  added  to  a 
large  body  of  water,  when  their  resinous  principles  would  be 
sure  to  be  precipitated.  Suppose  in  a prescription  of  eight 
ounces  of  mixture,  containing  two  ounces  of  tinctures,  one 
ounce  of  mucilage,  and  five  ounces  of  water,  if  the  dispenser 
added  the  mucilage  to  the  undiluted  tinctures,  an  unsightly 
mess  would  be  the  result;  the  mucilage  should  either  be  added 
last,  or,  largely  diluted  with  the  water,  before  adding  the 
tinctures ; but  the  difficulty  about  the  order  of  mixing  in- 
gredients wRl  be  found  to  be  more  imaginary  than  real — a 
little  common  sense  and  experience  will  soon  overcome  it. 
There  is,  however,  one  rule  which  is  almost  universally  neg- 
lected, and  it  is  of  importance : — If  there  be  a very  poisonous 
substance,  like  Prussic  acid,  strychnine,  aconite,  arsenic,  cor- 
rosive sublimate,  &c.,  ordered  in  a mixture,  it  should  be  put  in 
the  last  thing  before  corking,  unless  there  l)e  some  reason  to 
the  contrary.  The  force  of  this  is  obvious,  for,  if  this  be  the 
dispenser’s  habit  or  rule,  the  possibility  of  his  putting  it  in 
twice  is  out  of  the  question  ; and  often  when  the  attention  is 
unavoidably  arrested  the  ablest  will  forget  what  he  has  just 
accomplished.  All  mixtures  should  be  briskly  shaken  before 
the  label  is  put  on,  to  ensure  thorough  incorporation. 

Distilled  water  should  be  invariably  used;  no  doubt  in  many 
instances  it  will  be  of  little  moment,  but  a mixture  made  at 
one  time  with  distilled  water  and  at  another  with  plain  foun- 
tain water  will  taste  ditfercntly ; and,  on  the  whole,  it  ^\*iU  be 
found  advisable  always  to  use  it  to  ensure  uniformity. 

Should  a mixture  be  filtered  if  not  bright  and  clear Unless 
.specially  ordered  it  should  not,  or  unless  some  of  the  articles 
cmploj'ed  in  its  preparation  were  not  as  bright  as  they  should 
be  ; it  should  always  be  strained  through  wetted  wool  or  tow 
idugged  lightly  into  a funnel,  if  any  foreign  particles  are 
observed  in  it ; this  will  almost  always  be  necessary  if  the 
mixture  has  been  made  in  a mortar;  and  most  of  the  next 
class  of  mixtures  get  dirt  incorporated  with  them,  no  matter 
hon’  careful  the  dispenser  is,  and  there  are  often  foreign  par- 
ticles mixed  up  with  the  salt  before  solution  which  are  not 
visible  till  water  is  added.  It  will  be  always  necessary  to  run 
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a little  water  tlirougli  tlie  strainer  before  pouring  in  the  medi- 
cine. Suppose,  now,  the  prescrij^tion  contains  a solid  substance 
to  be  dis.soived  in  the  mixture,  the  dispenser,  if  the  substance 
is  very  easily  dissolved,  may  weigh  it,  drop  it  into  the  bottle 
by  means  of  a little  paper  bent  into  a V shape  (off  which  most 
powders  will  pour  like  liquids),  add  the  water  or  vehicle 
ordered,  and  shake  briskly  till  the  salt  is  dissolved ; this  often 
does  away  with  the  necessity  of  straining  ; but  if  the  salt  dis- 
solve slowly,  or  if  there  be  more  of  it  ordered  than  the  water 
will  dissolve,  then  it  must  be  rubbed  up  in  a mortar  with  a 
pestle — to  use  which  skilfully  and  neatly  requires  a good  deal 
of  practice  and  care. 


Eig.  (1. 

Fig.  (!  represents  the  mortar  l)eing  iise{l  to  triturate  a liai-il 
substance.  The  pestle  is  lirndy  grasped  Ity  the  right  hand,  and 
power  IS  applied  from  the  Khouhlrv  and'avw , fhe  icrid  hri ii,i 
Itrjif  ri<ii(l,  atid  the  elbow  nearly  .stiff.  I!y  a series  of  rotalorV 
movements,  chielly  at  the  shoulder  joint,  the  pestle  is  made  to 
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travel  slowly  romicl  the  sides  of  the  mortar — always  being 
brought  in  the  same  direction,  that  is  toicards  the  operator’s 
body,  not  from  it — each  rotation  becoming  shorter  and  quicker 
until  the  centre  of  the  mortar  is  reached,  when  a few  large 
sweeps  bring  it  out  to  the  sides  again,  and  the  same  movements 
are  repeated  as  before — the  object  being  to  crush  each  particle 
between  the  sides  of  the  mortar  and  the  pestle.  The  mortar 
should  be  steadied  by  the  left  hand,  and  as  the  material  gathers 
towards  the  handle  of  the  pestle,  it  is  to  be  scraped  off  with  a 
spatula — w'hich  should  occasionally  be  sw’ept  round  the  inside 
of  the  mortar.  In  this  manner  hard  gritty  substances  are  re- 
duced to  a fine  pow’dei’. 

If  more  of  a salt  is  ordered  than  the  water  will  dissolve,  it 
shoirld  be  in  this  w^ay  w'cll  rubbed  up  with  successive  portions 
of  w^ater,  and  dispensed  as  a fine  pow^dcr  lying  at  the  bottom 
of  the  mixture,  and  not,  as  is  often  done,  presented  to  the 
patient  in  large  crystals  wiiich  he  doubts  whether  to  sw'allow 
or  reject.  Warm  water  would  probably  dissolve  the  salt  and 
give  a clear  mixture,  but  on  cooling,  large  crystals  would  form 
on  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  bottle. 

Another  class  of  mixtures  is  often  ordered  where  a vegetable 
powder,  as  rhubarb  or  ginger,  or  a substance  like  precipitated 
sulphur  or  bismuth,  is  directed  to  be  compounded  with  water 
generally  thickened  with  a little  syrup  or  mucilage,  in  which 
cases  the  most  careless  would  hardly  think  of  pouring  the 
powder  into  the  bottle  and  liUing  up  with  water,  as  it  would 
thus  reach  the  patient  in  little  hard  lumps  or  pellets.  The 
powder  should  be  w^eighed,  and  put  into  a porcelain  or  wedge- 
w'ood  mortar,  with  as  much  water  as  will  make  a paste,  and 
after  rubbing  it  smooth,  more  water  is  gradually  added  till  a 
uniform  mixture  is  obtained.  The  tritm-ation  here  is  of  a dif- 
ferent nature  to  that  required  in  powdering  substances  or 
grinding  them,  as  in  the  last  Figure.  In  this  instance  the 
powxlcr  is  already  fine,  and  only  its  intimate  admixture  with 
water  is  required — hence  the  mortar  is  used  in  a different  way, 
as  Fig.  7 shows.  A swift  graceful  movement  is  communicated 
to  the  pestle  by  the  u^rint,  the  handle  being  lightly  grasped  as 
a pen  is  held,  and  no  motion  should  be  allowed  at  the  elbow'  or 
•shoulder;  as  in  the  last  instance  the  pestle  is  made  to  sweep 
round  the  sides  of  the  mortar  always  in  the  direction  inwards 
or  towards  the  dispenser,  iicvcr  “off”  him.  If  smip  or  muci- 
lage is  ordered  to  help  the  suspension  of  such  powder  in  a 
mixture,  it  is  advisable  to  rub  t he  powder  up  w ith  it  first  before 
adding  water,  and  shaking  all  thoroughly  before  labelling. 
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When  calcinecli  magnesia  is  ordered  in  a mixture,  an  ex- 
ception to  tire  above  rule  of  rubbing  in  a mortar  may  be  made: 
thus,  suppose  an  8 oz.  mixture,  with  2 ounces  of"  syrups  or 
tinctures,  2 drams  of  magnesia,  and  C ounces  of  water,  be 
prescribed,  here  the  dispenser  may  measure  the  water  fu'st  in 
a large  measure,  weigh  the  magnesia  and  drop  it  on  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  when  it  will  gradually  sink  to  tlie  bottom 
as  a pcifcctly  smooth  and  uniform  sediment.  Uui’ing  its  sink- 
ing he  measures  out  the  fluid  ingredients,  pours  flicm  into  the 
bottle  in  which  they  are  to  be  disjjensed,  by  which  time  the 
magnesia  and  water  arc  ready  for  pouring  in  on  the  top  of  tliem. 
Ihis  completes  the  nuxlure,  which  is  wliifer  and  more  uniform 
tliaB  It  rubijcd  up  m a niorlai’,  liowcvcr  clean. 

Often  a good  deal  of  troulilc  is  experienced  with  tlie  froth 
that  nses,  especially  upon  vegetable  solutions  after  a>ntation 
preventing  the  bottle  being  tilled  or  corked.  Afcwdroiisof 
spirit  cause  this  to  rapidly  disappear,  and  it  is  a good  phin.  if 

mim  pi-cscrii)lion,  to  keep  a 

little  of  this  to  the  last  for  this  i)urpose.  All  mixtures  with 
should  have  a label  directing  the  hot  lie  to  he 
Shaken  before  pouring  out,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  dis- 
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peuser  is  iu  doubt  about  a mixture  depositing  a sediment  be 
should  err  on  the  safe  side,  and  put  on  a “ shake  the  bottle  ” 
label  before  sending  it  to  the  patient.* 

The  next  class  of  mixtures  includes  emulsions.  They  require 
more  care  and  skill  in  their  preparation  and  prescribing  than 
most  other  extemporaneous  compounds.  An  emulsion  is  a 
watery  mixture  resembling  milk  in  appearance,  containing  an 
oil  or  resin  in  susjiension,  and  not  capable  of  easy  or  ready 
separation.  The  su.^pension  of  the  oil  or  resin  is  effected 
through  the  agency  of  several  substances,  as  gum,  soajr,  alkali, 
or  yolk  of  egg. 

Several  substances  when  rubbed  up  with  water  in  a mortar 
make  perfect  emulsions,  the  gum-resins  ammoniacum,  myrrh, 
and  asafoetida  behave  in  this  way.  The  milky  mixtures  thus 
prepared  are  called  natural  emulsions,  and  the  explanation 
of  the  phenomenon  is  simple — each  substance  contains,  in 
addition  to  its  resin,  as  much  gum  as  will  suspend  it  when 
water  is  added.  If  the  pharmacist  wishes,  then,  to  make  an 
emulsion  with  a resin,  he  imitates  this  natural  preparation  by 
adding  gum  acacia,  or  tragacanth,  such  is  the  official  mixture 
of  guaiacum,  in  which  the  resin  is  ordered  to  be  triturated 
with  a little  sugar  and  gum,  adding  gradually  the  cinnamon 
water.  The  mucilage  for  emulsions  should  be  always  recently 
made,  and  not  acid.  The  mucilage  made  from  Pulv.  Acacia2 
is  generally  acid. 

Oils  are  emulsified  either  by  rubbing  with  gum  or  by  adding 
an  alkali  (which  makes  a sort  of  soap  with  the  oil),  or  by  both 
gum  and  alkali,  which  is  the  most  common  method.  Copaiba 
is  made  into  an  emulsion  in  a similar  manner.  Volatile  oils 
require  to  be  mixed  with  some  fixed  oil  before  being  made 
into  an  emulsion,  or  they  may  be  I’ubbed  up  with  yolk  of  egg. 

The  pownlered  gum  and  water,  or  mucilage,  should  be  mea- 
sured into  a mortar,  and  the  oil  graduallj'  added,  wnth  con- 
tinual light  rubbing,  the  pestle  being  always  moved  in  the 
same  direction,  more  oil  being  put  in  only  after  the  first  .added 
has  been  blended  with  the  water.  Generally  speaking,  there 
should  be  as  much  oil  as  watery  fluid  at  this  stage. 


* It  is  a custom  to  direct  all  mixtures  containing  Prussic  acid  to  be 
shaken  before  use.  Tliis  lias  arisen  from  a mistaken  notion  tlmt  the  acid 
floats  upon  tlie  top  when  tlic  mixture  is  allowed  to  rest.  Such  is  not  the 
case,  but  the  very  volatile  ingreilicnts  in  a half-filled  bottle  of  mixture  may 
rise  in  vapour  and  condcn.se  upon  tlie  inside  of  the  empty  l>art  of  the  bottle, 
and  on  a dose  being  poured  out  it  would  contain  a relatively  larger  iwopor- 
tion  of  the  volatile  substance,  hence  even  in  thc.se  c.ases  a “ shake  the  bottle  ” 
laljcl  should  be  put  on,  one  thing  being  certain— that  it  can  do  no  barm  if 
uimcccssary. 
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If  the  mixture  gets  too  thick  during  the  rubbing,  a little 
water  may  be  added  from  time  to  time  to  thin  it  ; and  when 
all  the  oil  is  thus  incorporated,  the  mixture  is  ])oiired  into  the 
bottle  in  which  it  is  to  be  dispensed,  and  any  other  ingredients 
ordered  are  to  be  very  cautiously  added,  each  freely  diluted 
before  being  poured  in,  tinctures  or  spirituous  liquors  always 
being  added  last,  in  very  small  quantity  at  a time,  and  diluted; 
neutral  or  acid  salts,  if  ordered,  must  be  very  cautiously  added, 
as  they  run  a fair  chance  of  spoiling  the  union  of  the  oil  and 
water,  but  many  alkaline  salts  strengthen  it. 

The  object  of  the  dispenser  should  be  to  cause  minute  divi- 
sion of  the  particles  of  the  oil,  and  to  get  each  minute  particle 
covered  over  with  a film  of  mucilage  or  albumen,  which  pre- 
vents its  uniting  again  with  neighbouring  globules. 

Some  dispensers  put  the  powdered  gum  or  mucilage  into  the 
bottle  with  a little  water,  adding  gradually  the  oil,  with  brisk 
shaking  ; such  a plan  is  not  to  be  recommended.  Alkaline 
emulsions  may,  however,  be  prepared  in  this  way,  and  it  is  the 
way  in  which  copaiba  is  generally  treated  ; the  alkali,  com- 
monly solution  of  potash,  mixed  with  as  much  ■water  as  there 
is  balsam  or  oil,  is  put  into  the  bottle,  the  balsam  added,  and 
after  brisk  agitation,  complete  incorporation  will  be  effected, 
the  bottle  being  gradually  filled  up,  -with  continual  shaking. 
The  balsam  or  oil  is  often  weighed  into  the  dispensing  bottle, 
and  this  is  the  most  correct  method  ; but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, if  n,  perfect  emulsion  is  desired,  this  plan  should  not  be 
followed,  as  the  oil  or  b.alsam  adheres  so  firmly  to  the  sides 
that  globules  will  always  be  floating  to  the  surface  after  the 
dispenser  thinks  all  is  safe.  This  may  be  obviated  by  pouring 
the  emulsion  into  a new  bottle,  after  all  the  ingredients  have 
been  added. 

Tincture  of  senega  in  small  quantity  has  the  i’)ower  of 
cmulsitying  fats  and  oils  very  efllcicntly.  •>  minims  will 
emulsify  i o/,.  of  fi.xed  oil. 

Jinclura  Quillayiu  Saponarim  (I  o?:.  to  1 pint)  jiosscsscs  the 
same  power,  and  is  much  used  on  the  Continent  for  making 
emulsions. 

I lie  mi.xl  lire  having  been  compounded  and  put  into  the  bolt  le 
in  which  it  is  to  be  (lispensed,  should  be  corked,  and  this  must 
be  done  with  care,  as  there  arc  few  things  im|)ress  the  patient 
so  unfavourably  as  a cracked,  dirty,  nr  badly  fitting  cork  ; the 
dispenser  should  take  the  measure  of  the  neck  of  the  bottle 
with  his  e.yc  bciorc  fitting  the  cork,  .and  once  it  has  been  tried 
in  the  bottle  it  sliould  not  be  [mt  back  amongst  the  others  into 
the  drawer,  but  regarded  as  a sniled  cork.  It.  is  tlie  custom  to 
sc.al  over  the  top  of  the  cork  with  wax;  coloured  paper,  leatlu'r. 
u 
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or  tinfoil  may  be  used;  if  leather  is  used  in  tying  over  a bottle 
it  should  be  very  thin,  and  put  on  quite  wet,  and  without  a 
single  crease;  it  makes  the  most  elegant  finish,  but  is  not  com- 
monly used.  Labelling  should  be  done  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lous neatness  and  distinctness,  all  floiu'ishes  being  condemned. 
The  margins  of  the  label  should  be  carefully  trimmed,  and  a 
new  label  should  never  be  put  on  over  an  old  one.  No  mixtui-e 
should  reach  a patient  without  being  checked  with  care,  when 
possible,  by  a second  person. 


CHAPTEE  III. 

M I X T u E E s — Continued. 

It  might  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  refer  to  a few  of  the 
difficulties  in  Mixture-making  which  the  student  may  expect 
to  meet  with.  The  following  may  be  taken  as  examples 
Quinine  in  the  form  of  a Mixture  is  one  of  the  most  fi’e- 
qumtly  prescribed  drugs  in  the  Pharmacopceia.  Often  it 
is  ordered  in  combination  with  a little  flavouring  syrup  and 
water,  without  any  acid  for  its  solution  and  the  officious  is- 
penser  occasionally  falls  into  the  error  of  adding  sulphuric 
Ecid  to  effect  its  solution.  This  is  a mistake.  The  ffumine 
should  be  rubbed  up  in  a mortar  with  a little  water,  or  added 
to  the  vehicle  in  its  crystalline  state,  with  directions  that  the 
bottle  is  to  be  well  shaken  before  each  dose  is  poured  out. 

When  the  acid  is  prescribed  for  its  solution,  the  careless 
dispen.ser  may  drop  the  quinine  into  the  concentrated  acid 
previous  to  chlution  with  the  vehicle  or  water,  and  an  acid 
sulphate,  which  is  only  sparingly  soluble,  is  the  result.  The 
acid  should  be  freely  diluted  before  the  alkaloid  is  added. 

Or  Quinine  may  be  ordered  with  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia, 
tinclures  spTiIt  of  nitrous  ether,  or  other  spirituous  liquids  along 
wEh  glycerine  or  syrup  and  water.  In  this  case  the  alka  oid 
may  be^dissolvcd  in  the  concentrated  spint,  and  the  watery 
mirtions  gradually  added  after  the  glycerine  or  syrup,  so  that 
if  the  mixture  be  not  too  dilute,  a clear  .solution,  instead  of  a 
muddy  mess,  may  be  presented  to  the  patient. 
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Or  Quinine  be  ordered  with  sulphuric  acid  and  tannin, 
or  some  vegetable  containing  tanniu,  when  a precipitate  of 
tannate  of  quinine  is  the  result.  The  dispenser  should  not  fall 
into  the  error  of  filtering  this  latter  out  of  the  mixture. 


Salicylate  of  Sodium  or  Salicylic  Acid  is  occasionally 
ordered  in  a mixture  with  quinine,  aud  the  dispenser  will  find 
that  a disgusting  looking  semi-solid  mass  forms  in  the  bottle 
and  refuses  to  pour  out.  This  latter  case  he  should  regard  as 
one  of  absolute  incompatibility,  calling  for  a consultation  with 
the  prescriber.  If  this  is  impossible,  matters  may  be  partially 
remedied  by  adding  mucilage  to  the  quinine,  and  gradually 
mixing  in  the  salicylate  dissolved  in  a large  qu.antity  of  water, 
and  shaking  briskly. 


Scale  Preparations  when  ordered  in  a mixture  should 
either  be  dissolved  in  a clean  mortar,  with  warm  w.ater,  or 
poured  into  the  bottleful  of  the  vehicle  and  agitated  ; if  put 
into  the  dry  bottle,  aud  the  water  or  vehicle  added  after- 
wards, a sticky  mass  cakes  at  the  bottom. 


Vegetable  Extracts  when  prescribed  in  mixtures  should 
be  most  carefully  rubbed  up  in  a slightly  warmed  mortar,  with 
a little  water,  until  a soft  crc.am  results,  to  which  the  vehicle 
is  to  be  gradually  added ; if  the  extracts  contain  resinous 
matters,  mucil.age  should  be  added  by  the  prescriber. 

Turpentine  in  a mixture  will  give  the  dispenser  some 
trouble.  If  the  emulsifying  agent  is  left  in  his  bauds,  he  can 
make  a good  mixture  with  yolk  of  egg.  It  will  require  three 
eggs  at  least  for  one  ounce  of  turpentine.  This  applies  to 
most  ethereal  or  essential  oils.  Thick  mucilage  answers,  but 
not  so  well.  Turpentine  has  been  successfully  combined  with 
a watery  vehicle  by  rubbing  it  up  in  a mortar,  with  .about  2 
per  cent,  of  powdered  Castile  soap,  .adding  the  w.atery  vehicle 
gradually,  and  shaking  briskly. 

Castor  Oil  should  not  be  made  into  an  emulsion  witli  .an 
alkah— fresh  mucilage  makes  the  best  emulsifier. 


Almond  Oil  emulsifies  unsatisf.actorily  with  mucilage  or 
powdered  gum.  A small  f|uanlity  of  liepmr  pol.assm  or  c.ar- 
bonate  of  imta.ssium  .amswers  well,  whilst  a mixture  of  cither  of 
these  with  mucilage  spoils  an  emulsion  containing  almond  oil 


Spermaceti  can  be  emulsified  by  rubbing  it  .smooth  in  a 
mortar  and  .adding  a little  spirit,  just  as  in  the  powdcrin»-  of 
camphor;  after  the  c vapor, at  ion  of  the  spirit,  yolk  of  egg  now- 
dered  gum,  or  thick  mucil.age— but  lu-efcr.ably  the  former- 
will  make  a good  mixtiire-cspecially  if  .some  syrup  be  present. 
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Cannabis  Indica,  Castor,  Guaiacum,  or  other  resinous 
tinctures,  when  ordered  in  the  form  of  mixture,  with  directions 
for  the  use  of  an  emulsifier  according  to  the  dispenser’s  fancj^ 
will  give  some  trouble.  The  best  plan  is  to  use  a quantity  of 
thick  fresh  mucilage,  rather  more  than  equal  to  the  quantity 
of  the  tincture,  which  must  be  added  only  after  dilution  with 
water. 


Eorax,  powdered  and  rubbed  up  with  mucilage,  forms  a 
soft  powder  like  moist  sugar,  winch  cannot  be  made  liquid  by 
the  addition  of  any  further  quantity  of  mucilage  ; and  acetate 
of  lead,  similarly  treated,  makes  an  opaque  white  jelly. 

Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether  ivill  generally  require  to  be 
neutralised  with  bicarbonate  of  potassium,  before  being  com- 
pounded with  bromide  or  iodide  of  potassium,  otherwise  free 
Br.  or  I.  will  be  liberated,  and  the  mixture  darkened. 

Subnitrate  of  Bismuth  is  often  ordered  in  a mixture  with 
bicarbonate  of  sodium,  and  unless  very  great  pare  is  taken  in 
compounding  them,  by  permitting  decomposition  at  a gentle 
heat,  carbon  dioxide  will  be  produced,  and  the  bottle  will  burst 
This  may  be  prevented  by  using  an  equivalent  quantity  ot 
the  carbonate  of  bismuth. 


Liquid  Extract  of  Male  Fern  is  generally  ordered  to 
be  rubbed  up  with  milk,  fresh  mucilage,  or  tragacanth,  but 
egg  will  be  found  a better  emulsifier. 

Tincture  of  Tolu,  Friar’s  Balsam,  or  Tincture  of 
Mvrrh  maj'  be  casiJj'  added  to  cough  mixtures,  when  a smalt 
quantity  of  powdered  tragacanth  is  ordered  at  the  s.ame  time, 
and  though  the  scrupulo,sity  of  the  dispenser  in  Closely  follo«- 
insr  the  letter  of  his  prescription  is  to  be  admired,  still  if  gum 
were  added  sometimes  on  his  own  responsibility,  the  unsightly 
messes  which  are  presented  to  patients  either  through  the 
oversight  or  innocence  of  the  physician  would  be  greatly 
improved.  Sometimes  the  relations  which  exist  between  the 
physician  and  the  dispenser  will  quite  justity  the  latter  m 
making  an  alteration,  but  it  is  a dangerous  ground,  and  he 
must  always  hesitate  before  interfering,  unless  wheie  theie 
appears  a very  evident  necessity.  Each  case  must  be  con 
sidcred  on  its  own  merits,  and  no  rule  can  possiblj  be  laid 
down  for  the  guidance  of  the  young  dispenser. 

A Draught  is  a small  mixture  which  is  to  be  swallowed  at 
one  cETgeiicrally  contains  1,  U or  2 ounces,  and  is  com- 
pounded and  dispensed  iu  every  way  like  a mixture. 
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Liniments,  Injections,  Lotions,  Collyria,  or  Eye 
Washes,  and  Gargles,  are  compounded  in  the  same  way  as 
mixtures,  and  the  dispenser  will  have  no  difficulty  with  them. 
All  poisonous  external  applications  should  be  dispensed  in 
differently  shaped  bottles  from  those  used  for  mixtures  ; the 
blue  glass'  hexagons  -with  three  fluted  sides  arc  by  far  the  best 
for  this  purpose,  and  less  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  mixture 
bottles  than  any  others.  Strong  liniments,  in  addition  to 
bearing  the  words,  “for  external  use  only.”  should  be  marked 
“ poison.”  Injections,  mouth  washes,  or  unusually  strong 
gargles,  should  be  marked  “ not  to  be  taken.” 

A Linctus  or  Lineture  or  Loch  literally  means  any 
medicine  of  such  a consistence  that  it  has  to  be  licked  or  lapped 
off  a spoon.  They  are  not  now  often  prescribed,  and  when  the 
dispenser  meets  with  them  he  mixes  the  ingredients  together 
as  for  an  ordinary  cough  syrup  or  confection,  and  dispenses 
them  in  a plain  bottle,  or  if  too  viscid  for  flowing,  he  puts 
them  into  a wide-mouthed  bottle  or  ointment  pot. 

Electuaries,  Conserves  or  Confections,  are  mixtures  of 
a pasty  consisteircc,  gcncrall_y  containing  powdered  substances 
made  into  a soft  mass  Avith  treacle,  syrup,  honey,  Ac.  The 
substances  prescribed  in  this  form,  if  not  already  in  fine 
l)Owdcr,  must  be  reduced  to  this  condition  .and  sifted  ; sulphur, 
rliubarb,  jalap,  ginger,  and  sulphate  of  magnesium  are  occa- 
sionally ordered  in  this  form.  The  powders  should  be  carefully 
triturated  in  a large  mortar,  and  when  thoroughly  mi.xed  the 
saccharine  substance  should  be  gradually  added  till  a smooth, 
uniform,  and  impalpable  paste  is  obtained.  The  poAvders 
should  noA'cr  be  stirred  into  the  treacle  or  honey,  but  the  latter 
should  be  poured  in  upon  the  poA\-dcr.  and  Avhen  compounded, 
the  confection,  if  A'cry  soft,  should  he  dis])en.seil  in  a ]Aot  in 
Avhich  there  is  ])lenly  of  room  for  st ii-ring  up.  If  sulphate  of 
magnesium  is  ordered,  the  dispenser  m.ay  use  the  dried  salt, 
allowing  lor  its  strength,  as  it  is  almost  im|iossil)lc  1 o pulverise 
the  ordinary  drug. 


(MIA  I’T  ]■:  11  I V. 

Tin:  co.AieorNDi.Nat  and  nisi'i-.NsiNC  of  Fownitiis. 

Tiiotron  nearly  every  vegetable  sub.slance  in  the  Tharma- 
copieia  may  be  |)reseiil)ed  in  the  fonn  of  a powahu-.  still 
tin;  list  of  comnioidy  tu'dci'od  powders  is  not  a verv  long  one. 
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The  physician  may  order  .substances  to  l)e  dispensed  in  this 
form  Av'hich  are  not  kept  in  powder,  and  the  dispenser  will 
consequently  be  obliged  to  pulverise  them.  This  is  done  on  the 
small  scale  by  using  a mortar  like  the  one  in  Fig.  G;  the  pestle 
is  grasped  in  the  same  manner,  but  wielded  very  differently;  it 
is  raised  and  lowered  in  a quick  or  jerky  fashion  for  a few 
inches,  and  in  a straight  up  and  down  motion  from  the  elbow, 
each  stroke  being  aimed  at  a particle,  which  is  thus  crushed 
between  the  end  of  the  pestle  and  the  bottom  of  the  mortar. 
When  the  coarser  pieces  have  disappeared,  the  pestle  is  to  be 
used  as  in  Fig.  7,  and  the  powder  ground  between  the  sides  of 
the  mortar  and  the  end  of  the  pestle  till  the  required  fineness 
is  obtained.  The  mortar  for  such  an  operation  should  be  of 
wedgwood,  and  not  too  highly  polished,  as  the  roughness  of 
its  interior  facilitates  pulverisation. 

If  the  substance  to  be  powdered  for  a prescription  happens  to 
be  a root,  or  leaf,  or  herb,  which  is  rare  (as  such  are  almost 
always  kept  powdered  in  stock),  then  an  iron  mortar  with  a 
lid  is  to  be  used,  for  any  considerable  force  should  not  be 
employed  with  a wedgwood  or  porcelain  pestle.  After  the 
grinding  has  been  performed  till  single  particles  are  no  longer 
visible  to  the  naked  eye,  the  powder  should  be  passed  through 
a fine  sieve,  and  for  very  small  quantities  it  is  sufficient  to 
extemporise  a little  sieve  by  stretching  a piece  of  fine  muslin 
over  the  largest  sized  chip  ointment  box,  out  of  which  the 
bottom  has  been  knocked,  and  securing  it  with  a string  or  tight 
hoop  like  a drum  head. 

The  bulk  of  a powder  v.aries.  Generally  prescribers  order 
less  than  twenty  grains,  often  about  five  grains  .are  prescribed. 
If  only  one  powder  is  to  be  sent  to  the  patient,  it  is  simply 
weighed  on  the  scale  and  phaced  upon  a piece  of  paper,  and,  if 
cont,aining  more  than  one  ingredient  in  a single  powder,  they 
should  be  carefully  mixed  on  the  paper  with  the  pointofa 
knife,  for  though  the  patient  is  to  swallow  the  entire  powder 
without  division,  and  its  mixture  is  practically  of  no  import- 
ance, it  looks  careless,  and  does  not  imin’css  him  favourably 
on  being  able  to  distinguish  dilferent  shades  of  yellow  and 
blue  in  what  he  is  about  to  t.ake.  I'owdcr  jiapcrs  should  be 
glazed,  and  for  sm.all  powders  about  1 x 5 inches.  Dilferent 
shades'  of  colour  arc  used,  and  .some  even  prefer  the  paper 
unpolished.  As  a rule,  pai)cr  such  .as  is  used  for  writing  on  is 
suitable.  The  white  glazed  demy,  manufactured  spcci.ally  tor 
the  purpose,  and  sold  by  druggists’  sundrymen,  is  the  best 
powder-iiaiicr.  It  ni.ay  be  had  cut  in  different  sizes.  To  fold 
.a  nowder  requires  a good  deal  of  care  and  practice,  and  once 
learned  it  is  never  forgotten,  .and  is  useful  when  applied  to 
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many  other  little  operations.  Though  so  simple,  it  is,  however 
a difficult  task  to  describe  in  writing. 

The  following  is  the  old-fa- 
shioned way  of  folding  a powder  : 

The  powder  being  placed  on  the 
centre  of  the  paper,  which  lies  flat 
on  the  counter  before  him,  the 
folder  seizes  the  margin  farthest 
from  him  between  the  second 
finger  and  thumb  of  his  left  hand, 
at  the  same  moment  seizing  the 
near  margin  with  the  correspond- 
ing finger  of  the  right  hand  ; he 
brings  them  together,  their  edges 
looking  directly  upwards,  only 
the  edge  of  the  margin  nearest  is 
half  an  inch  higher  than  the  edge 
which  is  farthest  oft  him.  This 
is  very  plainly  seen  in  Fig.  8. 

The  margins  are  held  in  this 
position  with  the  second  finger 
and  thumb  of  each  hand,  while 
the  folder  turns  down  in  a flap 
with  his  index  fingers  the  upper 
margin  over  the  low^er.  (The 
Figure  shows  (his  turning  down  as 
having  commenced  at  the  right- 
hand  corner).  The  flap  thus  pro- 
duced is  turned  over  and  bent 
upon  itself,  which  finishes  the 
i folding  process,  except  the  bend- 
ing down  or  in  of  the  ends,  which 
is  done,  as  Fig.  9 describes,  by 
simply  bending  them  between  the 
finger  and  thumb,  or  by  creasing 
over  a powder-folder  made  for  the 
purpose,  which  secures  all  the 
powders  being  of  exactly  the 
same  length.  l^onie  dispensers 
bend  down  the  ends  over  a tlat- 
bladed  knife.  After  the  ])Owtler 
is  thus  folded,  its  appeai-ance  is 
much  improved  by  jiassing  the 
blade  of  a spatula  or  ivory  |)apcr- 

knife  tiimly  and  rapidly  over  it,  removing  every  crease,  and 
preventing  the  mass  of  the  powder  causing  .a  bulging  in  the 
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middle.  This  is  always  necessary  when  the  powder  weighs 
more  than  a scruple,  and  it  is  especially  -necessary  when  any 
considerable  number  is  ordered  to  he  dispensed  in  a box  or 
envelope.  Care  is  requisite  in  passing  the  spatula  over  bulky 
powders  to  keep  the  blade  perfectly  flat  or  horizontal,  as 
otherwise  its  edge  will  readily  tear  through  the  paper.  Very 
large  powders,  containing  substances  like  Rochelle  salt,  soda, 
&c.,  can  be  uniformly  flattened  by  striking  them  gently  several 
times  with  the  handle  of  the  knife  before  passing  the  blade 
over  them. 


Pharmacists,  however,  nearly  universally  fold  a powder  in 
this  way: — The  dispenser  places  the  paper  before  him  on  the 
counter  or  table  with  the  powder  in  its  centre,  and  brings  the 
border  of  the  paper  farthest  from  him  to  within  half  an  inch  of 
the  border  next  him;  secures  it  in  this  position  with  his  index 
fingers,  whilst  with  his  thumbs  he  turns  the  half  inch  of  margin 
of  the  paper  next  him  in  a flap  over  it.  This  is  again  folded 
over  on  itself,  which  completes  the  folding  (Fig.  10),  the  ends 
being  turned  down  as  in  the  first  instance  by  the  fingers,  over 
a knife  or  on  a powder  folder. 

A represents  the  farthest  edge  brought  towards  the  folder; 
in  E the  edge  ne.xt  him  is  turned  over  in  a flap  upon  this;  in  C 
and  in  1)  both  are  together  turned  over  in  a second  flap;  and 
the  folding  is  comi)lcted  except  the  turning  back  of  the  ends. 
The  dotted  lines  show  the  sp.acc  originally  covered  by  the  paper. 
In  this  method  the  powder  is  technically  saiil  to  be  folded  “to" 
the  dispenser.  Most  commonly,  however,  it  is  folded  “off” 
him,  and  this  is  the  proper  way,  only  it  is  more  diflicult  to  see 
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it  for  the  I'u'st  lime.  It  is  done  in  tlic  same  way  precisely, 
except  that  the  near  eilj^c  of  tlie  paper  is  Ijroui^hl  to  within 
half  an  inch  of  the  farthest  edge,  which  is  turned  over  on  it, 
and  again  both  arc  turned  over  as  before. 

1 he  following  still  simpler  method  of  folding  a powder  may 
ho  easily  m.astered  by  the  student ; — He  pl.acos  (he  paper  before 
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him  with  the  powder  in  its  centre,  and  turning  back  into  a 
flap  about  half  an  inch  of  the  margin  next  him,  he  smooths  it 
down  flat  upon  itself.  Into  the  crease  of  this  flap  he  inserts 
the  edge  of  the  paper  farthest  from  him,  and  bends  both  over 
exactly  as  in  the  two  previous  instances,  and  finishes  the  ends 
as  before. 

The  first  method  is  the  most  difficult  to  accomplish,  but  it  is 
the  best,  as  by  it  the  dispenser  folds  large  bulky  powders,  like 
magnesia,  Gregory’s  powder,  &c.,  which  cannot  be  properly 
folded  otherwise.  Suppose  1 07, . of  the  sulphate  of  magnesium 
is  to  be  dispensed  in  a paper,  the  dispenser  weighs  it  out  on  a 
paper,  and  proceeds  exactly  as  in  the  first  instance  of  folding 
a small  powder,  as  in  Fig.  8.  He  does  not,  however,  fold  back 
the  ends  over  a folder,  but  gathering  in  loosely  the  left  end,  be 
closes  it  so  that  the  packet  can  stand  upon  it,  like  an  upright 
cylinder  open  at  the  opposite  end.  Into  this  end  he  inserts  his 
right  index  finger,  and  folding  the  paper  round  it  he  withdraws 
it,  causing  the  end  to  retain  the  creases  into  which  it  falls.  He 
then  bends  down  the  folded-in  flap,  and  undoes  the  end  upon 
which  the  packet  was  standing,  which  now  goes  through  the 
same  process  as  the  right  end,  after  shaking  down  the  contents 
and  making  the  surface  even.  Practice  only  will  enable  the 
dispenser  to  fold  a packet  in  this  way,  as  it  is  impos.sible  to 
clearly  describe  it  in  a book.  The  little  time  lost  will  be 
amply  repaid  by  the  education  which  the  fingers  receive. 

If  more  than  one  powder  is  ordered,  the  dispenser  proceeds 
in  a different  way.  Suppose,  for  example,  twelve  five-grain 
Dover’s  powders  are  to  be  dispensed,  two  ways  are  open  to 
proceed.  First,  spread  twelve  papers  out  on  the  dispensing 
counter  in  four  rows  of  three  each.  Weigh  5 grains,  and  place 
them  on  each  paper  till  the  dozen  powders  are  weighed  out. 
Then  begin  to  fold  one  after  another  till  all  are  finished.  This 
is  a tedious  plan,  for  which  the  expert  and  experienced  dispenser 
sometimes  substitutes  the  following: — Weigh  60  grains,  place 
it  on  the  centre  paper,  and  divide  the  heap  with  a knife  into 
twelve  portions,  now  adding  a little  to  one  and  taking  some 
from  another,  till  the  eye  is  satisfied  that  all  are  about  equal; 
or,  till  a little  practice  is  obtained  in  this  method,  weigh  out  30 
grains  and  divide  into  six  papers.  It  is  surprising  how  the 
eye  so  soon  becomes  educated  to  discriminate  small  differences 
in  the  size  of  the  powders.  This  method,  however,  is  not 
applicable  to  large  powders,  and  should  only  be  practised  after 
very  considerable  exiicricncc  of  weighing ; the  writer  cannot 
recommend  it,  especially  to  the  student. 

Ordinarily,  in  prescribing  powders,  the  medical  man  writes 
the  form  as  if  for  one  powder,  and  then  directs  say  twelve  such 
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to  be  sent ; hence  twelve  times  the  quantity  of  each  substance 
is  weighed  and  put  into  the  mortar,  genei'ally  in  the  order  in 
which  it  is  prescribed,  for  as  a rule,  it  matters  little  in  what 
order  the  ingredients  are  mixed,  provided  they  have  been  pre- 
viously in  a state  of  tine  powder ; but  if  a very  small  quantity 
of  an  active  ingredient  be  ordered,  it  should  first  be  put  into 
the  mortar  with  about  twice  its  bulk  of  some  of  the  more  inert 
ingredients ; and  after  careful  trituration,  using  the  pestle  as 
shown  in  Fig.  7,  the  remaining  substances  are  gradually  added. 
The  mass  of  the  powder  should  not  be  divided  until  the  most 
thorough  mixture  has  been  accomplished. 

Sometimes  the  physician  orders  a certain  weight  of  the 
different  ingredients  to  be  mixed  and  dividvd  into  a number 
of  powders.  Here  the  dispenser  might  make  a terrible  mis- 
take if  he  multiplied  the  quantity  by  the  number  of  powders 
instead  of  dividing,  and  he  should  be  .always  on  his  guard 
against  such  an  .accident.  Subst.ances  are  sometimes  ordered 
to  be  dispensed  in  this  form  that  are  perishable,  as  ergot ; or 
volatile,  as  camphor;  or  deliquescent,  as  carbon.ate  of  potassium; 
or  li.able  to  chemical  decoinposition,  .as  sulphide  of  calcium,  or 
the  valerianates ; in  which  c.ase  they  should  be  folded  up  in 
the  ordinary  paper  first,  or,  preferably,  in  waxed  paper,  and 
then  each  one  covered  with  tinfoil,  and  .sent  out  in  p.ackets 
of  4 or  G,  which  are  .again  covered  with  an  extra  piece  of  the 
I foil,  and  if  to  be  kept  for  any  time  they  should  be  enclosed  in 
. a wide  mouthed  bottle. 

Sometimes  a powder  like  Gregory’s,  ginger,  soda,  rhubarb, 

. &c.,  is  prescribed  in  quantity,  with  directions  for  a tc.aspoonful 
' or  other  dose  ; or  powdered  bor.ax  is  prescribed  for  injecting. 

In  such  c.ases  the  dispenser  should  send  it  to  the  p.aticnt  in  a 
I wide-mouthed  bottle,  well  corked,  or  even  in  some  instances 
I with  a glass  stopper. 

' When  .as  many  as  six  or  eight  small  powders  arc  ordered 
I they  should  always  be  folded  exactly  of  the  same  length  on  a 
folder,  and  sent  in  a cardboard  box.  Numbers  under  this  arc 
generally  dispensed  in  small  oblong  envelopes,  made  for  the 
purpose,  and  on  which  the  directions  c.an  be  written  like  the 
addres^s  on  any  ordinary  letter.  H sent  in  a box  or  bottle,  a 
small  label  is  gummed  on  the  outside. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

COMPOUNDING  AND  DISPENSING  OF  PILLS. 


Fig.  11. 

This  i.s  perhaps  the  most  difficult  work  of  the  dispenser, 
from  the  complexity  of  the  process  through  whieh  the  mass 
has  to  pass  before  the  finished  pills  are  iu  a proper  con- 
dition to  be  presented  to  the  patient,  and  partly  also  bec.ause 
he  is  often  left  completely  to  his  own  resources,  to  unite 
in  a pilular  form  ingredients  uusuitable  and  without  any 
cohesive  ju-operty.  Pills  should  be  perfectly  spheric.al,  and 
should  not  be  Larger  than  can  be  readily  swallowed  with- 
out chewing;  each  should  not  exceed  grains  in  weight, 
unless  the  ingredients  are  exceptionally  heavy— a.s  calomel, 
bismuth,  reduced  iron,  blue  mass,  .kc.  uhen  8,  9,  oi  c\en  12 
grains  may  be  with  skill  compounded  in  a f.aii  sized  pill ; on 
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the  other  hand,  as  many  as  5 grains  of  a light  vegetable  powder 
will  be  sure  to  make  too  bulky  a pill,  as  the  weight  of  the 
excipient  or  material  added  to  give  body  must  be  taken  into 
account.  The  choice  of  the  excipient  is  often  left  to  the 
dispenser,  and  some  experience  is  necessary  to  guide  him  in 
his  selection.  The  most  common  are  : gum  or  mucilage,  soap, 
syrup,  spirit,  or  some  soft  extract,  as  gentian,  inert  in  very 
small  doses. 

Mucilage,  the  most  commonly  used  excipient,  is  well 
adapted  to  make  vegetable  powders  into  pills,  but,  as  a rule, 
its  use  should  be  restricted  to  pills  that  are  soon  to  be  cou- 
siimed — otherwise  they  will  get  very  hard  and  insoluble.  For 
mineral  powders  it  is  not  so  suitable,  as  the  pills  made  in  this 
way  are  apt  to  flatten,  or  “go  down,”  as  it  is  technically 
called. 

Tragacanth  is  a very  good  excipient ; it  is  especially  so 
when  added  in  powder  to  masses  which  are  already  too  soft, 
as  it  gives  body  and  elasticity  ; but  if  used  too  freely,  the 
pills  retain  the  cylindrical  form,  and  after  a short  time  may 
lose  all  traces  of  rotundity ; tragacanth  and  water  give  good 
consistence  to  substances  like  nitrate  of  bismuth. 

Honey  and  Treacle  are  used  in  preference  to  mucilage, 
as  they  make  nearly  as  good  a body,  but  with  less  risk  of 
becoming  hard. 

Syrup  is  used  for  the  same  purpose  when  very  little  room 
is  left  for  the  excipient,  but  it  makes  crumbly  masses  with 
metallic  salts. 

Soap  makes  an  excellent  pill  when  added  to  resinous  sub- 
stances; it  docs  not  get  hard,  and  is  not  apt  to  crumble,  unless 
a substance  like  sulphate  of  iron  is  added. 

Sawdust  finely  sifted  has  been  highly  recommended  as  an 
excipient  to  give  toughness  to  soft  masses,  by  Mr.  Proctor  • 
It  imparts  great  rctenlivcncss  of  shape,  with  little  increase  in 
size. 

Glucose  has  been  recommended  by  Mr.  Lascheid. 

Spirit  is  used  in  working  up  resinous  substances;  it  is. 
however,  very  diflicult  to  work  with,  as  there  is  great  danger 
of  adding  too  much,  which  camses  the  mass  to  “ drop  ” and  if 
too  little  be  added  no  effect  is  produced  at  all. 

Decoction  of  Aloes. — A few  dro[)s  of  this  liquid  make  a 
workable  mass  with  aloes  and  gum  resins,  care  being  taken  to 
add  verv  bit  c.  ° 
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Kaolin  is  of  great  use  in  making  a mass  with  substances 
which  ordinary  excipients  decompose,  as  Pot.  Permang.,  Argent. 
Nit.,  &c. 

Liquorice  and  Marshmallow  in  powder  give  elasticity  to 
soft  masses. 

Glycerine  in  very  minute  quantity  occasionally  assists  dry 
crumbly  masses  ; it  is  treacherously  hygroscopic. 

Wax  melted  or  in  shavings  makes  a beautiful  mass  with 
creasote,  camphor,  carbolic  acid,  and  most  essential  oils ; it 
may,  however,  make  an  indigestible  pill. 

Water  is  a dangerous  excipient  to  use  except  in  cases 
where  a powdered  gum  is  present,  as  it  forms  a brittle  mass 
liable  to  flatten. 

Bread-crumb  for  croton  oil  and  carbolic  acid,  Basilicon 
Ointment  for  the  scale  preparations.  Confection  of  Boses 
for  vegetable  powders,  are  deservedly  little  used  now. 

Calcium  Phosphate  is  recommended  in  small  quantities 
to  give  pilular  consistence  to  greasy  substances. 

The  dispenser  will  see  that  he  has  a long  list  of  excipients, 
but  a little  experience  will  soon  teach  him  that  when  he  gets 
to  know  an  excipient  he  can  do  almost  anything  with  it ; and 
most  pill-makers  have  their  favourite. 

Proctor’s  Paste. — The  writer,  in  recommending  an  ex- 
cipient for  general  g^u'rjgoscs,  believes  that  none  can  be  foimd 
equal  to  a paste  made  of 

Powdered  Tragacanth,  1 dram  ; 

Glycerine,  3^  drams  ; 

Water,  1 dram. 

It  improves  by  keeping;  the  inexperienced  dispenser  will  be 
amazed  how  little  of  this  substance  will  be  sufficient  to  give 
consistency,  toughness,  and  retentiveness  to  the  most  unpro- 
mising mass. 

The  dispenser  having  read  over  the  prescription,  and  thought 
of  the  excipient  which  he  will  use,  if  such  is  not  already 
directed  by  the  physician,  proceeds  now  to  weigh  the  different 
ingredients,  taking  the  substances  that  require  pulverisation 
first;  when  all  the  dry  ones  are  thoroughly  mixed,  the  soft 
extracts  arc  added,  and  the  ma.ss  worked  up  in  a mortar. 

The  proper  mortar  is  figured  at  tlie  beginning  of  this  chapter. 
It  is  very  shallow,  there  being  one  mortar  or  shallow  de- 
pression generally  in  each  end  of  it ; it  should  be  of  unpolished 
wedgwood  w.arc,  and  very  thick,  with  a small  pestle — which 
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is  to  be  worked  ia  a totally  diUercnt  way  from  any  yet  men- 
tioned— the  pestle  being  used  as  a lever,  with  the  edge  of  the 
mortar  next  the  operator  as  a fulcrum  ; and  great  force  is  ne- 
cessarily applied,  by  which  the  substance  is  squeezed  between 
the  end  of  the  pestle  and  the  side  of  the  mortar  at  each  stroke, 
the  mortar  being  firmly  grasped  by  the  left  hand  and  turned 
round  occasionally,  so  that  all  parts  of  the  pill  mass  are  ex- 
posed to  the  action  of  the  pestle.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
process  is  one  of  squeezing  or  kneading  rather  than  pounding. 

The  student  will  do  well  to  review  at  this  place  the  different 
methods  of  using  the  mortar  and  pestle,  as  required  for 
different  results,  and  a little  reflection  will  teach  him  more 
than  a year’s  blind  practice,  for  unless  he  has  some  idea  of  the 
scientific  action  of  the  machine,  he  can  scarcely  chance  to 
wield  the  pestle  efficiently  or  gracefully.  It  is  used  in  at  least 
four  different  ways  1. — (As  shown  in  Fig.  (1.) — The  pestle  is 

grasped  firmly,  the  wrist  and  elbow  joints  kept  almost  rigid, 
while  the  pestle  is  made  to  traverse  the  sides  and  bottom  of 
the  mortar,  all  the  motion  being  at  the  shoulder  joint  (cir- 
cumduction). 2. — The  pestle  is  grasped  in  the  same  way,  the 
j wrist  and  shoulder  joints  are  fixed,  while  the  fore  arm  is  raised 

and  lowered  alternate!}"— as  a gold-beater  uses  his  mallet 

! all  the  motion  being  confined  to  the  dhon>  joint  (Fig.  6). 

; 3.— The  pestle  is  grasped  like  a pen,  and  with  a light,  quick’ 

easy  motion  at  the  wrist  it  sweeps  round  the  inside  of  the 
mortar  (Fig.  7).  4.— The  pestle  is  grasped  by  the  fingers,  the 

! expanded  end  of  the  handle  being  firmly  planted  against  the 
< centre  of  the  palm,  its  middle  resting  .against  the  inside  edge 
J of  the  mortar,  when  the  three  previous  movements  are  exe- 
C cuted,  and  the  pestle  is  driven  slowly  and  forcibly  ag.ainst  the 
3 opposite  side  of  the  mortar— the  nil!  m.ass  beino-  hpKvPon 


and  ciich  hand  bearing  .an  ecpi-al  weight  on  t! 


a;  mass  as  it  i.s 
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Fig.  12. 

rolled  backwards  and  forwards  over  tbo  slab.  It  is  brought 
from  time  to  time  alongside  the  scale,  and  when  the  number  of 
pills  into  which  it  is  to  be  divided  corresponds  with  the  number 
marked  there,  it  is  gently  lifted  or  rolled  with  the  fingers  on 
to  the  gi'ooved  part  of  the  machine;  the  handle,  with  its  grooved 
surface  clowTiwards,  is  laid  on  it.  and  by  a series  of  rapid  and 
short  movements,  with  both  hands,  abruptly  brought  to  .a  close 
by  pushing  the  handle  from  the  dispenser,  at  the  same  time 
turning  it  on  its  owm  axis  in  his  hands,  the  cylindei  is  cut  and 
rounded  into  globular  pills,  v'hicli,  with  the  last  motion,  are 
pushed  into  the  box  or  tray  at  the  end  of  the  machine.  If  the 
operation  is  succes.sful,  and  the  mass  of  good  consistence,  no 
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further  handling  will  be  necessary ; but  generally  the  track  of 
the  macMne  will  be  visible  in  each  pill,  and  another  process  is 
required  before  the  smooth  globular  form  is  perfect.  The  pills 
are  again  placed  on  the  dusted  slab,  and  covered  with  a ])ill- 
fiuislier — which  is  only  a circular  shallow  boxwood  tray,  not 
.so  deep  as  the  pills — and  by  a series  of  rapid  rotatory  move- 
ments the  traces  of  the  machine  are  dispelled,  and  a more 
spherical  and  polished  appearance  is  given.  (Fig  13.) 

If  the  pills  are  very  soft  this  cannot  be  successfully  done, 
but  they  must  be  rounded  separately  between  the  finger  and 
thumb. 

There  is  another  and  more  convenient  method  of  making 
pills  in  small  quantities  ; it  is  bj'  means  of  the  graduated  tile 
and  a spatula.  The  ingredients  arc  weighed  and  placed  on 
the  tile — which  is  of  porcelain  or  wedgwood  ware,  with  very 
little  glaze  on  its  surface. 

With  the  square  end  of  a stout  spatula,  technically  called  a 
spud,  the  mass  is  worked  into  a uniform  consistence,  and,  after 
a little  kneading  with  the  fingers,  it  is  rolled  out  between  the 
: blade  of  the  knife  and  the  dusted  slab,  brought  to  the  scale 
’ and  cut  into  pieces,  which  are  rounded  into  pills  between  the 
I thumb  and  next  two  fingers  of  eacli  hand.  Figure  14  shows 
; the  rolling  out  process.  Or  the  mass  may  be  made  in  tlie  pill 
I mortar,  and  transferred  to  the  tile,  where  it  can  be  rolled  out 
] and  cut. 


P)y  submitting  the  tile  to  a uniform  heal — viz.,  by  immersing 
in  hot  or  boiling  water  and  rapidly  drying,  bard  niasses  wbicb 
could  not  be  otherwise  brought  info  the  pilular  form,  can  be 
easily  softened  by  kneading  between  Ibe  end  of  Ibe  spalubi 
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and  the  heated  slab.  In  this  way  also  small  quantities  of  soft 
extracts  can  be  dried  or  hardened  by  being  spread  out  in  a thin 
film  on  the  warm  slab,  but  great  care  is  required  lest  the  active 
principle  of  the  extract  be  injured  by  the  heat  and  exposure. 
Some  pharmacists  prefer  a tile  made  entirely  of  metal. 

Machines  are  now  made  on  the  cylindrical  roller  principle, 
by  which  as  many  pills  can  be  prepared  in  an  hour  as  the  old- 
fashioned  machine  could  turn  out  in  a day,  but  they  are  only 
useful  where  very  large  quantities  are  to  be  rolled  out  at  once. 

The  pills  having  been  prepared  as  described,  should  be  left 
out  to  di-y  (unless  urgently  required),  cither  on  the  slab  of  the 
pill  machine,  or  in  some  dry  and  warm  place,  whilst  the  label 
is  being  written  and  the  box  prepared  in  which  they  are  to  be 
dispensed.  The  box  should  be  lai-ge  enough  to  hold  them  in  a 
single  layer,  otherwise  they  will  be  liable  to  stick  or  become 
flattened.  Pills  containing  volatile  ingredients  should  be 
always  dispensed  in  a bottle,  of  which  there  are  many  kinds 
manufactured  for  the  purpose  with  wide  mouths.  Some  powder 
must  be  put  into  the  box  or  bottle  to  prevent  them  adhering 
to  each  other  or  to  the  vessel,  and  different  dispensers  are  in 
the  habit  of  using  different  powders  for  the  purpose.  Chalk, 
lycopodium,  flour,  liquorice,  &c.,  are  used ; powdered  French 
chalk  will  probably  be  found  to  be  the  most  elegant  and 
efficient. 


C H A P T E R Y I . 

TILL  MAKING. — C(UlthlVCtl. 

The  coating  of  pills  has  seen  many  changes  of  fashion,  and 
doubtless  will,  but  it  is  questionable  if  ever  a more  satis- 
factory method  will  be  introduced  than  the  old-fashioned 
plan  of  covering  the  pill  with  a thin  laj'er  of  silver  leaf. 
To  do  Ibis  ])roi)erly  requires  .<=0010  neatness  and  care,  the 
following  directions,  if  followed,  will  give  a successful  losiilt. 
There  should  be  no  trace  of  powder  about  pills  intended  to  bo 
silvered.  The  silver  leaf  as  it  lies  flat  in  the  book  in  which  it 
is  originally  sii|i]'lii'd  bv  the  manufacturer,  is  exposed,  and 
each  pill  is  rolled  between  the  thumb  and  the  next  two  fingers 
which  have  been  previously  rubbed  against  a little  mucilage 


dropped  on  the  slab  of  the  pill  machine,  and  when  a sticky 
layer  is  felt  to  be  imparted  to  the  pill,  without  being  so  abun- 
dant as  to  di'op  off  or  run,  it  is  allowed  to  fall  on  the  silver 
leaf,  and  another  treated  in  the  same  way,  until  twelve  or 
fifteen  pills  are  di-opped  at  ecpral  distances  apart  on  a single 
leaf. 

The  silver  leaf  with  the  pills  on  it  is  allowed  to  quickly  slide 
off  the  book  into  a spherical,  or  egg-shaped,  boxwood  vessel, 
which  is  to  be  shaken  cautiously,  the  hand  containing  the  box 
being  turned  round,  making  a circle  in  the  air,  for  about  one 
minute,  so  as  to  cause  the  pills  to  run  round  its  inside,  when 
an  even  and  lustrous  coating  of  metallic  silver  will  be  seen 
adhering  to  and  completely  covering  each  pill.  Any  loose 
fragments  of  leaf  can  be  blo^vn  away,  and  after  a short  ex- 
posure to  the  air  on  the  slab,  the  pills  may  be  enclosed  in 
the  bottle  or  box  in  which  they  are  to  reach  the  patient. 
Gold  may  be  applied  in  the  same  way.  Pills  containing  blue 
mass  in  any  considerable  proportion  should  not  be  silvered,  the 
mercury  niaking  an  unsightly  amalgam  with  the  silver  leaf. 
Asafoetida,  when  coated,  turns  the  silver  black,  and  consc- 
c^uently  gold  should  be  used. 

Sugar  will  give  a pleasing  coating  ; its  success,  however, 
requires  much  practice.  If  the  pills  be  covered  with  a film  of 
mucilage,  syrup,  or  gelatine,  and  turned  into  a circular  box 
containing  finely  powdered  sugar  and  starch  in  equal  quan- 
tities, brisk  circular  movement  for  a few  minutes  is  all  that  is 
necessary ; the  addition  of-  a little  finely  powdered  tragacanth 
to  the  starch  and  sugar  gives  a more  elegant  finish. 

Pills  are  sometimes  coated  with  gelatine,  which  makes  a 
coating  that  is  both  soluble  and  looks  well.  A strong  solution 
is  made  by  heating  one  part  of  gelatine  with  two  of  water, 
and  each  pill,  stuck  upon  the  end  of  a fine  noodle,  is  dipped 
into  the  solution,  the  other  end  of  the  needle  being  thrust  into 
moist  sand  till  the  gelatine  sets,  when  the  needle  is  withdrawn, 
and  its  mai'k  closed  with  a little  fresh  gelatine. 

Pearl  Coating. — A new  process  is  rapidly  coming  into 
favour  of  coating  pills  with  albumen.  It  can  only  be  satis- 
factorily carried  out  when  the  j)ills  are  very  hard  and  firm. 
Each  pill  is  rolled  between  the  finger  and  thumb  with  a little 
egg  albumen,  and  afterwards  rotated  till  dry  in  a warm  pill- 
tray  or  cup;  or  after  receiving  the  coating  of  albumen  they 
may  be  thro\\m  into  a tray  with  iiowdcred  P’rcnch  chalk  or 
sugar,  or  a mixture  of  both  these  substances,  and  rapidly 
rotated  till  a perfectly  smooth  and  glistening  surface  is 
obtained.  The  supertluous  powder  should  be  removed,  and 
the  rotation  continued  till  a high  polish  results. 
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Collodion,  sandarach  or  raastich  varnish  made  with  ether, 
may  be  used  to  give  a smooth  surface  to  well  finished  pills  by 
dipping  each  pill,  fastened  upon  the  point  of  a line  needle,  into 
either  of  these  liquids.  The  pills  must  be  very  dry  before 
immersion. 

A Bolus  is  sometimes  ordered  in  a prescription,  as  10  grs.  of 
quinine  may  be  prescribed  by  the  physician,  mth  directions  for 
the  dispenser  to  make  it  into  a “ bolus,”  with  honey,  treacle, 
syrup,  or  any  thick  fluid.  In  England  such  a dose  is  sent  out 
to  the  patient  in  one  large,  fir-m  pill ; but  often  in  Ireland, 
and  elsewhere,  the  pharmacist  adds  a sulBcient  quantity  of  the 
liquid  substance  to  make  a soft  paste,  like  a confection  or 
linctus,  wliich  he  encloses  in  a piece  of  waxed  or  oiled  paper, 
folded  like  a powder,  with  directions  that  it  is  to  be  scraped 
off  with  a spoon,  and  bolted  or  swallowed  like  jam.  It  is  at 
the  best  an  inelegant  and  often  disgusting  form  of  administer- 
ing medicine.  The  ordinary  wafer  papers,  sold  in  circular 
boxes,  afford  an  easy,  elegant,  and  inviting  method  to  the 
patient  whereby  he  can  swallow  the  most  nauseous  powders, 
pills,  or  boluses,  ^vithout  tasting  them.  The  wafers  are  com- 
posed of  flour  and  water,  which  become  limp  when  wetted, 
and  they  can  be  readily  wrapped  around  the  nauseous  morsel 
and  swallowed  easily. 

The  student  will  often  be  puzzled  in  compounding  pills, 
especially  as  no  rules  can  be  laid  down  for  his  guidance  in 
selecting  an  excipient  for  every  case.  The  following  are  a few 
of  the  difficulties,  and  their  solutions,  which  he  may  often 
meet : 

Strychnine  or  other  powerful  alkaloid  is  ordered  in  minute 
quantity,  say  grain.  It  should  be  rubbed  up  with  a little 
sugar  of  milk  crystals  to  fine  powder,  and  after  the  addition  of 
about  i gr.  of  liquorice  powder,  Proctor’s  paste,  extract  of 
gentian  or  mucilage,  wilt  make  a mass.  The  dispenser  should 
have  a rule  of  making  the  weight  of  such  gnlls  up  to  1 grain 
each. 

Aloes  in  any  quantity  in  a mass  is  best  made  up  on  a hc.ated 
slab  with  proof  spirit  or  decoction  of  aloes  in  minute  quantity. 

Butyl  Chloral  Hydrate  should  not  be  treated  with  the  tra- 
g.acanth  paste,  which  dissolves  it  and  causes  the  pills  to  flatten. 
It  is  best  worked  uj)  with  a little  confection  of  hips  and  thick 
mucilage. 

Croton  Oil  m.akcs  a good  mass  with  powdered  liquorice 
and  mucilage  or  with  bread  crumb. 
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Extracts,  when  ordered  without  any  powdered  or  dry  sub- 
stances, can  be  made  into  pills  with  gentian  or  liquorice 
powder. 

Gallic  Acid  5 grs.  (in  tine  powder)  and  glycerine  i drop 
make  a good  pill. 

Iodide  of  Potassium  should  be  rubbed  up  with  a few 
drops  of  water  into  a smooth  paste,  and  made  into  a mass  with 
a little  liquorice  powder;  (5  grs.  may  thus  be  got  into  a fair 
sized  pill.  The  proportions  of  liquorice  and  water  will  depend 
upon  the  sample  of  iodide,  as  this  salt  varies  much  in  its 
suitability  for  making  pill  masses. 

Phosphorus  should  be  dissolved  in  bisulphide  of  carbon, 
and  whilst  solution  is  being  effected  two  or  three  drops  of 
chloroform  may  be  added,  which  produce  a heavy  vapour 
around  the  solution  and  prevent  oxidation  of  the  phosphorus 
by  the  atmospheric  oxygen.  A little  liquorice  powder  is  now 
added,  and  the  mass  quickly  made  into  a workable  form  with 
Proctor’s  paste,  divided  into  pills  and  varnished. 

Quinine  1 parts,  tartaric  acid  1 part,  with  q.s.  of  Proctor’s 
paste,  make  an  excellent  mass,  much  less  liable  to  crumble  and 
of  less  bulk  than  if  the  acid  be  omitted. 

Acetate  of  Potassium  will  remain  stable  -when  worked 
into  a mass  with  Canada  balsam. 

Blaud’s  Pills  . — A commonly  ordered  pill  is  one  containing 
2^  grs.  each  of  sulphate  of  iron  and  carbonate  of  potassium;  a 
little  soft  paraffin  and  cacao  butter  will  form  a good  mass 
without  encouraging  chemical  action  ; or  the  salts  can  be 
rubbed  together  and  allowed  to  stand  for  half  an  hour,  when 
a soft  paste  results  which  can  be  made  into  a mass  with  tra- 
gacanth  powder  and  a drop  of  water. 

Camphor  must  be  powdered  with  a fcwdro]>s  of  spiilt,  and 
Proctor's  p;iste  added  nftrr  the  spirit  evaporates. 

Carbolic  Acid  may  be  easily  made  into  a mas.s  with 
wheaten  Hour  1.4  grs.  to  2 grs.  of  the  cryslalli.sed  acid,  or  with 
bread  crumb,  or  with  [lowdcred  marshmallow  or  elm  bark,  to 
which  a trace  of  Proctor’s  paste  is  added. 

Crea,SOte  is  made  into  .a  mass  by  Jlartindalc  by  .adding 
animal  soap,  and  heating  on  a water  bath.  Powdered  liquorice, 
to  which  a lew  atoms  of  bees’  wax  arc  added,  affords  a ph'istic 
workable  niass.  If  ordered  in  a pill  with  oxide  of  silver, 
creasote  will  cx])lode  uide.ss  the  oxide  he  lust  diluted  by  trit\t- 
ration  with  some  inert  powder  like  li([uoriee  or  gentian. 


54 


EXTEMPOKAXEOUS  PHAEMACY. 


Copaiba  can  be  made  into  firm  pills  with  a little  carbonate 
of  magnesium.  They  soon  become  insoluble. 

Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinine  can  be  worked  up  with 
Proctor’s  paste,  but  soou  deliquesces.  A little  Canada  balsam 
is  better. 

Calcium  Sulphide,  now  much  ordered  for  acne,  should 
be  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  sugar  of  milk,  and,  after 
careful  trituration,  as  much  powdered  decorticated  liquorice 
root  added  as  will  make  the  weight  up  to  say  a grain.  The 
mass  can  now  be  worked  easily  with  a little  tragacanth  paste. 
Sugar  of  milk  makes  the  best  powder  to  aid  the  subdivision  of 
an  active  substance,  and  the  imwdered  decorticated  root  of 
liquorice  is  the  best  inert  powder  for  making  up  pill  masses, 
as  it  is  so  fine  and  impalpable  that  it  does  not  make  a crumbly 
pill  like  powdered  gentian. 

Rhubarb  Powder  makes  an  elegant  mass  with  ith  its 
weight  of  glycerine. 

Tannic  Acid  can  be  manipulated  with  ^th  its  weight  of 
gljmerine  and  about  -i\jth  part  of  mucilage. 

Permanganate  of  Potassium,  is  commonly  ordered  in  a 
pill,  and  requires  much  care  at  the  hands  of  the  dispenser,  as  it 
yields  oxygen  in  contact  with  organic  matter ; it  may  be  finely 
powdered  and  made  into  a mass  with  cacao  butter  and  a little 
soft  {)arafiin.  fiesin  ointment  makes  also  a good  mass.  Mar- 
tindale  advocates  an  excipient  of  soft  paraffin,  hard  parafifin, 
and  kaolin,  whilst  Proctor  only  uses  kaolin  and  a little  water. 

Mr.  Ince  has  contributed  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  in 
June  last  one  of  the  best  articles  ever  written  on  Pill  Making. 
Every  student  of  pharmacy  should  peruse  it. 


CPI  APT  EE  YII. 

THE  COMPOUNDING  AND  DISPENSING  OF  OINTMENTS. 

The  making  of  an  ointment  is  generally  a very  simple  matter, 
only  re(iuiring  perseverance  and  painstaking,  which  always 
repay  the  dispenser.  It  is  often  a matter  of  simple  trituration; 
and  a pestle  and  mortar,  with  a spatula,  are  all  the  implements 
required.  Earoly,  if  ever,  will  the  extemporaneous  ointments 
ordered  by  the  physician  require  any  melting. 
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If  two  oiutmcnts.  or  au  ointment  and  a liquid  or  oil,  are 
ordered  to  be  mixed,  the  simplest  method  of  procedure  is  to 
weigh  and  measure  the  ingredients  out  on  a porcelain  slab,  and 
thoroughly  blend  them  xvith  a long  spatula.  This  will  answer 
in  man"y  instances,  but  the  dispenser  is  cautioned  against  mak- 
ing extracts,  powders,  or  gritty  substances  into  an  ointment  in 
this  way. 

In  such  cases  the  substance  to  be  incorporated  with  the  fatty 
or  oily  basis  is  put  into  a mortar  and  ground  with  some  minute 
quantity  of  excipient  to  the  finest  conceivable  state  of  sub- 
division, and  by  far  the  best  excipient  ever  devised  is  a little  of 
the  old-fashioned  “ elbow  grease.”  The  pestle  should  be  worked 
as  shown  in  Fig.  6,  and  the  mortar  should  be  capable  of  hold- 
ing very  many  times  more  of  the  ointment  than  is  about  to  be 
made.  When  the  powder,  or  extract,  or  crystal  is  put  into  it. 
it  is  subjected  to  firm  powdering  or  rubbing.  A very  little  of 
the  fatty  basis  is  added,  and  trituration  continued  till  a smooth, 
impalpable  paste  is  obtained ; then  the  remainder  of  the  basis 
Is  added  gradually,  sweeping  the  sides  of  the  mortar  and  pestle 
from  time  to  time  with  a spatula,  so  that  all  is  thoroughly 
mixed.  Often,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  something 
to  facilitate  the  grinding  before  adding  the  ointment : thus,  if 
camphor  is  ordered,  it  must  be  rubbed  very  fine  by  the  aid  of 
a little  spirit  which  evaporates  during  the  mixing.  If  an 
extract  is  to  be  added  to  an  ointment  it  is  first  put  into  the 
I mortar  and  rubbed  to  absolute  smoothness  with  a little  spirit, 

' water,  or  glycerine,  before  adding  the  unctuous  basis.  If  the 
I extract  is  hard,  or  even  of  pilular  consistence,  the  best  plan  is  to 
I previously  warm  the  mortar  by  pouring  hot  water  into  it,  and 
I dry  quickly  with  a cloth,  when  the  extract  c.au  be  rubbed  to 
I smoothness  before  a little  of  the  basis  is  added.  Soluble  crystals 
I like  iodide  of  potassium,  or  carbonates  of  potassium  or  sodium, 

I arc  triturated  with  a little  water  before  adding  the  remaining 
I ingredients.  Iodine  should  be  rubbed  to  powder,  a few  drops 
of  spirit  added,  and  the  trituration  continued.  Iodide  of  sul- 
phur should  be  most  jicrseveringly  rubbed  down  with  a little 
olive  oil,  borax  with  a little  glycerine,  and  red  precipitate  with 
: distilled  water. 

Volatile  liquids  should  be  added  arter  the  other  ingredients 
are  well  mixed,  so  that  evaporation  is  reduceil  to  a minimum, 

; as  in  the  case  of  I’j'ussic  acid  and  chloroform. 

Steel  knives  should  not  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  oint- 
ments with  the  alkaloids,  or  with  acids,  or  especially  with  the 
acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  red  precipitate,  or  yellow  oxide  of 
mercury  ointments,  which  are  ruined  by  the  tmudi  of  iron. 
Many  fine  and  pearly  com])nuuds  made  with  cold  crc'am  are 
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weR  prepared  by  mixing  them  up  in  a china  cup  with  a silver 
or  gilded  spoon,  and  it  is  a safe  rule  for  the  young  dispenser 
to  always  use  a bone  or  boxwood  knife  in  making  all  oint- 
ments. 

This  is  not  intended  as  a complete  list  of  the  difficulties  and 
their  remedies  in  ointment  making  ; but  the  writer  has  deemed 
it  wise  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  subject  than  its  simplicity 
might  apparently  warrant,  for  just  because  the  preparation  df 
this  class  of  compounds  appears  to  be  very  easy,  so  are  they  often 
carelessly  compounded,  to  the  vexation  of  the  physician  and 
annoyance  of  the  patient.  It  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  thing 
to  see  sores  irritated  and  eyes  inflamed  by  the  very  remedies 
prescribed  to  soothe  them,  the  coarse  angular  particles  acting 
like  so  many  little  setons.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
any  ointment  with  the  least  trace  of  rancidity  should  not  be 
compounded  by  the  dispenser. 

When  the  mixing  has  been  finished  the  ointment  is  scraped 
out  of  the  mortar  with  a bone  or  wooden  spatula,  and  generally 
dispensed  in  covered  porcelain  pots,  and  unless  of  very  fuan 
consistence  a piece  of  waxed  paper  should  be  inserted  between 
the  ointment  and  the  lid  and  pared  neatly  round.  If  it  is  at 
all  approaching  the  fluid  state  a wide-mouthed  bottle  will  be 
the  best  vessel.  Occasionally,  for  the  poor  and  in  hospital,  the 
common  chip  box  is  used. 


C II  A r T E 11  A'  1 1 1. 

COMPOUNDING  OP  SUPPOSITORIES  .IND  PESSARIES. 

Suppositories  are  seldom  ordered  except  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeial  form  ; but,  as  even  these  should  be  prepared  b}"  the 
dispenser  himself,  a passing  notice  maj'  be  made  of  their  pre- 
paration. They  arc  generally  made  in  conical  moulds,  should 
weigh  about  15  grains  each,  having  cacao  butter  for  their  ba.sis, 
and  such  other  firmer  substance,  to  enable  them  to  solidify 
rapidly  after  being  poured  into  the  moulds ; this  latter  drxi- 
deratum  is  assisted  t)y  having  the  moulds  made  of  a massive 
block  of  guu-mctal,  which  causes  their  rapid  cooling  (Fig.  15). 
The  ingredients  should  be  treated  as  if  an  ointment  was  to  be 
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Fig.  15, 

made;  any  powder  or  crystalline  .subsl.aiice  being  rubbed  to 
fineness  with  a little  lard  or  a trace  of  the  butter  in  a mortar 
or  on  a slab,  whilst  the  remainder  of  it  is  being  melted  in  a 
small  cup  on  a water-bath  with  the  wax ; only  enough  heat 
must  be  used  as  should  barelj'  melt  them,  and  when  they  begin 
to  show  signs  of  congealing  the  triturated  ingredients  may  be 
added  with  a teaspoon,  and  stirred  eonstanlly  till  n creamy 
ma.ss  is  obtained,  which  is  to  be  poured  into  tlie  moulds  with 
the  teaspoon.  II  tlie  moulds  arc  previously  di])ped  in  ice 
water,  or  in  a little  freezing  mixture,  made  by  dissolving  sal 
ammoniac  in  water,  the  subsetpient  detachment  of  the  con- 
gealed .substance  will  be  expedited.  This  latter  ]iart  often 
gives  trouble,  the  sup|iositories  i)ersistently  adhering  to  the 
mould;  various  plans  aie  tried,  ami  llu!  simph'st  would  be  to 
wet  the  interior  of  the  mould  with  water,  but  water  will  g(!no- 
rally  run  off  it  in  drops;  breathing  into  it.  often  answ('rs,  or 
dusting  over  the  surface  with  lycopodium  and  Iihnving  out  the 
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excess ; but  by  far  the  best  inetbod  is  to  smear  over  the 
interior  with  soap  liniment.  Spermaceti  will  be  found  a more 
satisfactory  addition  to  the  cacao  butter  than  wax,  as,  owing 
to  the  rapidity  of  its  congealing,  the  mass  is  not  so  liable  to 
adhere ; oil  applied  to  the  interior  of  the  moulds  is  liable  to 
cause  the  suppositories  to  stick  fast. 

Pessaries  are  made  in  precisely  the  same  way,  only  they  are 
from  six  to  ten  times  larger  (Fig.  16),  generally  weigliing  about 
two  drams,  and  made  in  larger  moulds  of  a similar  shape.  If 
a very  small  pessary  is  ordered,  it  may  be  made  as  two  sup- 
positories fused  at  their  bases,  forming  a double  cone — and 
this  shape  answers  well  when  it  has  to  be  moulded  by  the 
fingers. 

Both  suppositories  and  pessaries  should  be  dispensed  in 
small  square  cardboard  boxes,  with  cotton  wool;  or,  in  the 
absence  of  these,  in  large  pill  boxes ; and  the  directions  for 
their  use  should  be  plainly  given  by  the  physician,  or  written 
on  the  box  by  the  dispenser — as  sometimes  in  ignorance  they 
are  swallowed. 

Pessaries  and  Suppositories,  containing  Grreen  Extracts, 
may  be  readily  made  by  first  rubbing  the  extract  with 
powdered  Castile  soap  in  the  proportion  of  about  one-fifth 
part  of  the  bulk  of  the  whole  pessary  or  suppository,  and 
supplying  the  remainder  of  the  basis  with  coccine,  when  the 
mass  can  be  worked  up  in  a mortar  like  a pill,  and  shaped  by 
the  fingers  or  thrust  into  moulds  previously  dusted  with  pow- 
dered starch. 

The  Chemist  and  Brvggist  Diary,  1885,  says  “ The  chief 
points  to  be  observed  to  insure  successful  manufacture  of  this 
useful  form  of  preparation  are — first,  the  complete  incorpor- 
ation of  the  medicinal  ingredient  as  an  impalpable  powder 
with  the  melted  mixture  of  cacao  butter  and  spermaceti ; 
second,  the  chilling  of  the  melted  mass  to  such  a point  that 
while  it  will  flow  from  the  cup  or  capsule  it  will  not  allow  the 
rapid  subsidence  of  the  suspended  powder;  third,  when  using 
metallic  moulds  to  have  them  so  refrigerated  in  advance  as  to 
harden  the  suppositories  almost  immediately  on  contact.” 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

DISPENSING  or  BLISTERS  AND  PLASTERS. 

Blisters  are  generally  spread  upon  adhesive  plaster.  In 
i the  case  of  public  charitable  institutions,  they  may  be  spread 
I upon  broivn  paper ; but,  unless  directed  otherwise,  they  should 
; be  always  put  upon  the  adhesive  plaster  which  is  itself  spread 
I upon  thin  glazed  calico,  and  sold  in  rolls  of  a yard  each.  The 
I twilled  calico,  swansdown,  and  other  fabrics,  as  a rule,  are 
; not  so  suitable.  The  dispenser  takes  the  size  of  the  required 


Fig.  ](!. 

blister,  which  is  commonly  oval  or  .squ.arc,  .and  prcp.arcs  a 
“ shape”  by  folding  a .square  ])iecc  of  waste  writing  or  wrapping 
paper  twice  upon  itself,  and  with  a pair  of  scissors  he  cuts 
the  form  and  size  of  the  blister  out  of  the  middle  of  this,  re- 
jecting the  cut  out  centre  (Fig.  10).  ’ 

He  has  now  an  c.vact  shape  (Fig.  17),  the  inner  margin  or 
edge  of  which  is  the  same  size  .and  form  as  the  circumference 
^hc  required  blister.  (This  is  ])reciscly  the  same  m.anucr  in 
which  ])Laster  shajms  arc  made.)  A piece  of  the  thin  sheet,  of 
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Fig.  17. 

adhesive  plaster  is  cut  about  one  inch  larger  than  the  blister, 
and  gently  warmed,  only  enough  heat  being  used  to  make  it 
slightly  sticky  ; it  is  then  quickly  laid  upon  some  firm  smooth 
sui’face,  and  the  shape  pressed  upon  the  adhesive  side — where 
it  should  evenly  adhere,  but  only  in  such  a way  that  it  readily 
separates  when  pulled  off.  All  is  now  ready  for  the  spreading 
process,  which  should  be  accomplished  by  the  thumb  alone ; 
the  cantharides  i3laster  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  well  adapted 
for  this  ; a piece  about  the  size  required  is  kneaded  between 
the  fingers  until  uniformly  softened  throughout,  when  the 
dispenser,  steadying  the  shape  and  plaster  with  the  fingers  of 
his  left  hand,  spreads  a piece  about  the  size  of  a bean  with  the 
side  and  front  of  the  last  joint  of  the  right  thumb,  beginning 
at  the  corner  next  him  and  continuing  in  a series  of  rainbow 
strokes  till  the  plaster  is  covered.  This  is  well  shown  in 
Fig.  18. 

A long  spatula,  not  unlike  a dinner-knife,  warmed  only  to 
such  an  extent  that  its  temperature  can  be  borne  by  the 
when  pressed  against  the  cheek,  should  now  be  firmly  passed 
over  the  blister,  removing  superlluous  plaster  and  making  its 
surface  smooth  and  even.  Some  dispensers  previously  sprinkle 
a few  drops  of  blistering  liquid,  or  olive  oil,  over  it  to  improi  e 
its  appearance— but  this  is  not  neces.sary.  The  paper  shape  is 
now  peeled  off  the  plaster  and  the  edges  trimmed  neatly  with 
a large  pair  of  scissors,  allowing  a margin  of  plaster  about 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  wide  to  remain  ; a piece  of  waxed  or 
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oiled  paper  is  laid  on  its  surface,  and  tire  whole  enclosed  in  a 
paper  box  or  envelope.  The  dispenser  or  physician  should  be 
careful  to  direct  that  this  paper  be  removed  before  application, 
as  the  writer  has  known  several  instances  where  blistei's  and 
plasters  have  been  rejected  as  useless,  the  paper  never  having 
been  removed.  Instead  of  cutting  the  piece  of  plaster  for  the 
blister  off  the  roll,  the  experienced  spreader  may  lay  the  shape 
on  the  roll  itself,  thus  saving  the  clippings,  as  sho-wn  in  the 
Figm-e. 


Fig.  18. 

Plasters  are  more  difficult  to  spread,  since  they  requii'c 
heat,  and  they  are  often  liable  to  be  burned,  creased,  or  uneven; 
and  the  dispenser  who  can  spread  a plaster  properly  will  be 
. always  found  to  be  one  who  can  perform  every  other  duty  of 
fthe  art  of  compounding  satisfactorily  ; hence  it  may  be  looked 
upon  as  the  test  of  pharmaceutical  accomplishment  to  be  able 
to  perform  this  operation  neatly  and  c.xccllently.  Plasters 
are  generally  spread  upon  sheep  .skin  or  stiff  chamois,  and 
sometimes  over  adhesive  plaster  which  has  been  already 
spread  upon  linen,  dimity,  or  moleskin  ; but  when  the  physi- 
cian simply  orders  a plaster  without  specifying  the  fabric  upon 
which  it  is  to  be  spread,  he  means  it  to  be  dispensed  on  the 
white  sheep  skin  which  is  kept  by  every  dispenser.  The  same 
steps  arc  gone  tlirough  exactly  in  cutting  the  shape  as  if  for 
making  a blister ; a piece  of  leather  somewhat  larger  than  the 
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size  of  the  intended  plaster  is  cut  off  the  skin,  and  pulled  in 
different  directions  gently,  to  make  sure  that  it  will  not  yield 
too  much  when  the  weight  of  the  iron  goes  on  it ; the  leather 
is  next  laid  on  some  soft  even  surface ; a few  quires  of  wrap- 
ping paper  laid  on  the  dispensing  counter  answer  very  well. 
The  plaster  iron,  which  should  not  be  too  large,  is  now  dvjlithj 
warmed  over  a gas  stove  or  in  the  fire,  wiped  clean,  and  passed 
over  the  surface  of  the  leather,  so  as  to  remove  every  wrinkle 
and  inequality  ; the  shape  laid  on  the  counter  is  moistened  on 
one  surface  with  a little  damp  tow  or  sponge.  The  addition  of 
some  soap  to  the  water  in  which  the  sponge  or  tow  is  wetted 
is  a practical  point  worth  remembering,  or  a little  flour  paste 
may  be  employed.  The  shape  is  now  placed  upon  the  rough 
side  of  the  leather,  and  pressed  carefully  and  evenly  with  the 
palm  of  the  hand  near  the  wrist,  until  it  adheres  at  every  point 
to  the  leather,  when  it  is  ready  for  spreading. 

The  different  plasters  are  kept  in  cylindrical  rolls,  and  are 
melted  as  required,  by  means  of  the  plaster  iron,  on  the  heat- 
ing of  which  the  success  of  the  operation  depends;  it  should  be 
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wai'in  enough  to  readily  melt  the  plaster,  without  spoiling  the 
leather  ; its  heat  may  he  judged  by  pressing  it  against  a clip- 
ping from  the  sheep  skin,  which  will  brown  and  curl  up  if  too 
hot. 

When  the  plaster  iron  is  over-heated,  a film  forms  on  its 
surface,  and  often  small  particles  of  carbon  adhere  to  it,  which, 
coming  off  during  the  spreading,  spoil  the  appearance  of  the 
plaster.  To  guard  against  this,  the  iron,  after  coming  out  of 
the  lii-e,  should  be  briskly  rubbed  against  some  soft  solid 
substance,  as  a piece  of  wood  or  coarse  cloth.  Irons  are  now 
made  which  can  be  heated  by  allowing  gas  jets  to  burn  in 
their  interior,  and  thus  there  is  no  limit  to  the  amount  of 
work  w’hich  one  iron  can  accomplish  without  interrupting  the 
operation. 

The  iron  then  being  heated  to  the  right  degree,  its  flat  face 
is  pressed  against  the  end  of  the  roll  of  plaster  with  a slight 
circular  movement,  and  the  liquid  plaster  which  drops  down 
is  caught  upon  a piece  of  strong,  smooth  brown  paper,  as 
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shown  in  Figure  19.  If  two  or  more  varieties  of  plaster  are 
ordered  in  combination,  it  is  at  this  stage  that  they  arc  melted 
together  against  the/uce  of  the  iron,  and  mi.xcd  with  its  sharp 
edge  on  the  paper  ; and,  when  a thoroughly  uniform  creamy 
mass  IS  obtained,  it  is  scraped  along  the  surface  of  the  paper  to 
near  its  margin.  The  leather,  with  the  shape  attached,  is  now 
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brought  alongside,  when  a few  strokes  with  the  near  edge  and 
adjoining  part  of  the  faee  of  the  iron  will  spread  the  plaster 
over  the  surface  of  the  leather,  beginning  at  the  edge  next  the 
operator  and  sweeping  round  the  far  margin  in  a series  of  half 
ovals,  watching  the  borders  and  corners,  “for  the  centre  will 
take  care  of  itself.”  (Fig.  20.)  Towards  the  end,  when  the 
leather  is  covered,  the  fiat  face  of  the  iron  may  be  used  to 
smooth  all  irregularities  ; and,  after  a moment’s  delay,  during 
which  the  plaster  hardens,  the  shape  may  be  pulled  off,  and  the 
border  of  the  leather  trimmed  ; in  a medium  sized  plaster  at 
least  three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  border  should  be  left.  One 
iron  will  not  do  all  this  ; and  before  beginning  two  should  be 
selected ; the  second  may  come  into  use  about  the  time  the 
plaster  is  being  transferred  from  the  paper  to  the  leather.  If 
the  plaster  were  melted  directly  on  to  the  leather,  as  some 
advise,  a mess  would  probably  be  the  result. 

Sometimes  a plaster  is  ordered  to  be  spread  on  leather  with 
an  adhesim  margin,  and  it  is  a more  troublesome  process  than 
the  above.  It  may  be  done  in  this  way  : The  shape  is  cut  as 
described,  and  the  centre  piece,  instead  of  being  thrown  aside, 
is  damped,  and  pressed  against  the  middle  of  the  leather ; the 
shape  is  taken,  folded  up  again,  and  a piece  cut  out  of  it  for 
the  entire  extent  of  its  inner  margin— thus  enlarging  it  by  the 
width  of  the  intended  adhesive  margin  ; it  is  then  stuck  to  the 
leather,  leaving  a space  between  its  inner  m.argin  and  the 
central  piece  of  naper,  which  space  is  to  be  spread  over  with 
adhesive  plaster,  both  papers  pulled  off,  and  the  vacant  central 
part  covered  over  with  the  plaster  as  ordered  j the  edge 
trimmed,  the  surface  loosely  covered  with  a piece  of  waxed 
paper,  and  dispensed  in  a flat  paper  box.  The  dispenser,  until 
he  has  acquired  great  practice  at  spreading  plasters,  will  be 
unable  to  finish  the  inside  space  without  a shape  ; and  he  may 
achieve  all  that  is  required  in  this  way The  leather  to  be 
covered  with  plaster  is  laid  down  flat  as  before,  and,  with  one 
good  circular  sweep  of  a large  iron,  its  circumference  is  sur- 
rounded with  a margin  of  adhesive  or  resin  plaster ; when  this 
is  cold,  the  shape,  cut  as  before  to  the  exact  size  of  the  plaster 
required,  is  laid  down  on  the  leather  and  attached,  by  means 
of  a little  soft  soap,  to  the  adhesive  marginal  surface.  The 
plaster,  having  been  mixed  as  previously  directed  on  a separate 
bit  of  paper,  is  rapidly  spread,  as  if  there  were  no  adnesivc 
margin  in  the  case,  the  shape  is  now  torn  off,  and  the  adhesive 
border  trimmed.  The  student  will  observe  that  if  these 
directions  are  followed  he  will  have  no  plain  margin  outside 
the  adhesive  one,Tind  seldom  is  such  deemed  necessary,  so  that 
this  latter  method  is,  on  the  whole,  the  better  one  for  him 
to  learn. 
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1 CHAPTER  X. 


GENERAL  HINTS  TO  THE  DISPENSER. 


1 


::  In  our  limited  space  we  can  only  give  a very  few  additional 
1 hints  to  the  student  of  Pharmacy  upon  such  matters  as  do 
I not  naturally  fall  under  the  previous  chapters.  It  is  hardly 
? necessary  here  to  remind  the  student  of  Pharmacy  that 
j upon  his  simplest  manipulations  hangs  the  life  of  the  patient, 
j and  though  this  solemn  sense  of  his  responsibility  should 
j be  ever  before  his  mind,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  para- 
lyse his  exertions,  or  tend  to  render  him  “ unpractical.” 
Over-confidence  is  a fruitful  source  of  mistakes  in  Pharmacy, 
as  it  is  in  other  departments,  and  the  pharmacist  must  be 
i cautioned  against  falling  into  the  habit  of  working  mechani- 
I cally  or  automatically,  so  common  amongst  the  absent- 
I niinded.  It  is  a frequent  occurrence,  for  example,  to  see  a 
dispenser  walk  in  an  automatic  way  up  to  a well  remembered 
i place  where  a bottle  has  always  stood,  lift  it  from  its  shelf,  and 
] pour  out  its  contents  without  looking  at  the  label.  If  the 
' student  should  find  himself  falling  into  this  habit,  his  remedy 
■ is  to  occasionally  remove  the  bottles  and  occupy  their  places 
i with  others  unmistakably  different  in  shape  and  size. 

Artificial  Waters  should  not  be  employed,  as  they  are 
} wanting  in  the  fragrance  of  the  distilled  preparations. 

I Solutions. — As  quickness  and  despatch  are  generally  con- 
i’ siderations  in  Pharmacy,  it  is  advisable  to  keep  some  of  the 
1 more  frequently  prescribed  salts  in  solution  ; and  a few  hints 
I as  to  the  most  convenient  strengths  of  these  solutions  may  not 
; be  out  of  place  here. 


Alum,  2^  ozs.  (Troy)  dissolves  in  1 quart  of  distilled  water  ; 
each  ounce  of  the  solution  representing  half  a dram  of  the  salt. 

Bicarbpnate  of  Potassium,  i ounce  (Troy)  dissolved  in 
enough  distilled  water  to  measure  4 ounces,  makes  a very 
suitable  stock  solution,  as  half  an  ounce  of  it  contains  one 
Idram,  or  60  grs.  of  the  salt. 

..Chlorate  of  Potassium,  1 in  24,  made  in  the  same  way,  is 
the  best  strength  to  suit  all  variations  of  temperature.  The 

smaller  quantity  of  water,  but  is  apt  to 
[Crystallise  with  changes  of  temperature. 
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Epsom  Salt,  i in  2 ; Bromide  of  Potassium,  i in  3;  and 
Chloral  Hydrate,  1 in  l,  make  very  convenient  solutions, 
the  latter  particularly  so,  as  each  minim  represents  one  grain 
of  chloral,  and  it  is  fairly  stable  and  easily  calculated. 

Ofidcial  Pill  Masses.  — Some  of  the  official  pill  masses  be- 
come very  hard  on  keeping,  and  get  so  brittle  as  to  be  un- 
manageable ; they  may,  with  great  advantage,  be  kept  in  the 
dry  state,  the  powdered  ingredients  being  mixed  together,  so 
that  the  menstruum  ordered  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  to  give 
consistence  may  be  added  at  the  time  of  dispensing.  In  this 
way  Pil.  Colocy.  Co.,  Pil.  Aloes  Barb.,  and  Socot.,  Pil.  Aloes 
et  Ferri,  and  Pil.  Hyd.  Sabchlor.  Co.  may  be  kept  with  the 
required  ]')roportions  of  the  requisite  menstruum  marked  on 
the  bottles  in  which  they  are  contained.  This  plan  is  often  a 
great  help  if  the  physician  happens  to  order  too  soft  amass. 

Mistura  Ferri  Co.  can  also  be  kept  in  a concentrated 
form,  so  that  every  dram  will  contain  the  constituents  of  an 
ounce  of  the  mixture,  except  the  sulphate  of  iron,  which  is  to 
be  weighed  out  and  added  the  last  thing  before  dispensing. 

Mist.  Cretae  can  be  easily  kept  in  powder,  ready  for  the 
addition  of  cinnamon  water. 

Concentrated  Infusions  and  Decoctions,  so  often  em- 
ployed by  pharmacists  for  convenience,  are  to  be  condemned. 
These  i^Teparat  ions  should  always  he  made  f resh  as  required. 

Substitution. — It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon 
the  student’s  mind  that  substitution  should  never  be  practised. 
By  substitution  is  meant  the  using  of  an  equivalent  quantity  of 
one  preparation  of  a drug  for  that  of  another;  say  for  instance, 
infusion  of  cinchona  is  required,  it  would  be  absolutely  wi'ong 
to  use  an  equivalent  quantity  of  the  liquid  extract,  as  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  this  latter  preparation  does  not  con- 
tain the  full  quantity  of  alkaloids  that  an  equivalent  quantity 
of  bark  in  the  infusion  does.  The  student  of  Pharmacy  never 
should  depart  from  the  strict  observance  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Unofficial  Nomenclature.— Often  the  dispenser  will  be  at 
a loss  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  prescribe!-,  when  he 
orders  some  preparations  out  of  their  official  names,  and  he 
then  must  have  a consultation,  or  fall  back  upon  the  expe- 
rience of  himself  or  others.  A few  examples  may  be  given: — 
When  Magnes.  Calc,  is  ordered.  Magnesia  Ponderosa  B.P. 
should  be  used  ; when  Magnes.  Garb,  the  heavy  prepar.ation  is 
usually  intended;  when  Bismuth,,  or  Bismuth.  Alb.  is  pre- 
scribed, the  subnitrate  is  the  pi'cparation  gener.ally  in  the  mind 
of  the  physician ; when  ^Ether.  Chlor.  is  ordered,  it  is  best 
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not  to  dispense  •*  chloric  ether,"  hut  Spirit  of  Chloroform  B.l’. 
• Liq.  iforphite  is  very  often  written  in  a prescription,  and  the 
dispenser  will  do  well  to  employ  Liq.  Morph.  Hydrochlor. 
AVheu  Extract.  Aloes  is  written,  the  rule  should  bo  to  use  the 
I Socotrine. 

Much  confusion  unfortunately  exists  in  the  memory  of  some 
I prescribers  about  the  mercurial  chlorides,  and  fatal  conse- 
I quences  have  resulted.  The  Subchloride  is  often  written  Hyd. 
I Chlor.,  Hyd.  Mur.,  Hyd.  Submur.,  and  the  Perchloride  is  occa- 
i sionally  prescribed  as  Hyd.  Chlor.,  or  Hyd.  liichlor. 

I If  the  dispenser  find  it  impossible  to  consult  the  physician  in 
1 such  cases,  he  will  not  regret  giving  the  subchloride,  if  more 
I than  ^ grain  is  ordered  in  each  dose. 

I It  will  be  well  to  remember  that  Hydrate  of  Chloral  is 
j sometimes  carelessly  written  Hyd.  Chlor. 

Loose  or  Dry  Ingredients.— Mheu  the  physician  orders 
! salts,  like  Pot.  lod.,  or  roots,  like  Gentian,  with  directions  for 
; theii’  solution  or  infusion  by  the  patient  himself,  the  dispenser 
. should  destroy  their  identity  by  the  pestle  before  .sending  them 
! to  the  sick  room.  Quinine,  for  the  same  reason,  if  ordered  in 
a mixture  without  a solvent,  should  be  carefully  triturated  till 
the  crystals  are  broken  up. 

Incompatibility. — AVhen  the  pharmacist  gets  a prescription 
, where  incompatible  substances  are  ordered  it  is  clearly  his 
( duty  to  compound  it,  unless  ahsohitcly  incompatible,  in  which 
i case  the  different  ingredients  will  not  mix,  and,  if  possible, 

I then  he  should  consult  the  prescribe!-.  Instances  of  such  might 
j be  given  to  fill  a large  volume,  and,  unfortunately,  no  rule  can 
be  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  the  young  dispenser,  as  it  is 
j still  an  open  question  with  pharmaceutical  authorities  whether 
I a compounder  is  justified  in  altering  a prescription,  suppose  he 
! find  the  emulsifier  or  pill  excipient  ordered  by  a medical  man 
I unsuitable.  Much  will  depend  upon  his  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
■ scriber  ; if  he  is  satisfied  that  the  incompatibility  was  known 
to  him,  it  is  clearly  his  best  rule  to  follow  the  written  law  of 
the  prescription,  and  carry  out  rigidly  the  intention  of  the 
prescriber.  But  if  upon  the  other  hand  the  chemical  action 
(inevitable  upon  t he  mixing  of  the  ingredients)  was  cvklcntlii 
’unintentional,  the  dispenser  will  be  justified  in  averting  it  by 
any  means  at  his  disposal.  If  the  incompatibility  produces 
such  a change  in  the  ingredients  of  the  prescription  as  would 
Itrobably  ri.sk  the  life  of  the  patient,  the  dispenser  should 
not  compound  it  without  a consultation. 

Looking  at  the  (luestion  from  the  physician’s  point  of  view, 
the  writer  thoroughly  endorses  Mr.  luce's  opinion: — “We 


68 


EXTEMPOKANEOUS  PHARMACY. 


liave  no  right  to  expo.se  a patient  to  the  risk  of  imperfect 
combination,  and  here,  as  a dispenser,  I would  act  upon  my 
own  responsibility.  The  interest  of  the  physician  is  best 
served  by  the  dispenser  who  is  a sentient  being,  and  not  an 
automaton.” 

Poisonous  Doses,  or  doses  which  may  strike  the  dispenser 
as  decidedly  risky  to  the  patient’s  life,  should  not  be  dis- 
pensed unless  the  dispenser  happens  to  have  some  knowledge 
that  such  is  within  the  prescriber’s  knowledge.  If,  for  in- 
stance, the  poisonous  dose  was  underlined,  initialled,  &c.,  or 
as  it  is  usual  in  Germany,  followed  by  a note  of  exclamation, 
the  dispenser  can,  without  hesitation,  send  it  to  the  patient. 

We  may  conclude  these  necessarily  brief  suggestions  on  ex- 
temporaneous Pharmacy  by  quoting  the  following  guiding 
rules  for  the  Pharmaceutical  student  from  the  Clunnist  and 
Druggist's  Diary,  1885.  They  epitomise  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  foregoing  chapters : — 

“ 1.  Read  through  a prescription,  rapidly  and  in  a manner 
suggesting  no  suspicion  of  doubt.  2.  Write  directions  in- 
variably before  dispensing.  3.  Avoid  thus  the  use  of  blotting- 
paper.  A good  dispenser  uses  almost  none.  4.  If  a mixture 
contains  readily  soluble  ingredients,  never  use  a mortar.  Avoid 
effecting  solution  by  heat,  for  fear  of  recrystallisation.  6.  With 
syraps  and  also  ingredients  not  water,  arrange  in  dispensing 
to  rinse  out  the  measure  and  leave  it  clean.  A skilled  dis- 
penser shows  very  little  traces  of  his  work.  6.  Carefully 
clean  and  put  away  weights  and  scales  after  each  operation. 
7.  Hold  the  scales  firmly  by  the  left  hand,  never  lift  them 
high  above  the  counter,  and  judge  of  the  weight  as  much  by 
the  indicator  as  by  the  position  of  the  scale.  8.  Select  glass 
pans  for  scales,  preferably  of  heavy  make,  and  discard  flimsy 
brass  material,  which  corrodes  speedily  and  becomes  inaccu- 
rate. 9.  Learn  to  judge  of  the  quantity  to  be  weighed  with 
tolerable  accuracy:  train  the  eye  as  well  as  hand.  10.  If  in 
doubt,  always  begin  with  that  in  which  you  have  no  doubt. 

11.  Be  rapid  in  manipulation.  Finish  wrapping,  tying,  or 
sealing  quickly.  Slow  dispensing  is  bad  dispensing,  and 
arises  either  from  deficient  practice  or  want  of  knowledge. 

12.  Never,  when  in  a shadow  of  doubt,  hesitate  to  ask  advice 
from  a fear  of  compromising  your  own  dignity.” 


OFFICIAL  THALMACY. 


G9 


CHAPTEK  XI. 

OFFICIAL  PHARMACY. 

UxDER  this  heading  are  included  brief  descriptions  of  various 
I processes  mentioned  in  the  directions  for  the  preparation  of 
I several  Pharmacopoeial  remedies.  Many  other  processes  are 
j used  by  the  pharmacist,  but  only  the  most  important  of  those 
referred  to  directlv  in  the  last  edition  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia will  be  noticed.  The  student  will  probably  discover 
that  many  of  these  are  but  repetitions  of  processes  already 
1 practised  by  him  in  the  chemical  laboratory — as  jirecipitation, 
crystallisation,  &c.;  others,  however,  will  be  found  to  be 
peculiar  to  Pharmacy — as  percolation,  infusion,  &c.;  and  it 
will  be  advisable  for  him,  before  entering  upon  the  study  of 
the  various  preparations,  to  glance  at  a few  of  these  more  im- 
portant processes — especially  to  those  that  are  common  to 
many  groups  of  preparations,  as — 

Affusion  or  Ablution-by  which  is  meant  the  pouring  of 
water  on  an}’’  substance  to  cleanse  it  of  its  impurities.  In  the 
washing  of  a precipitate,  for  example,  the  student  is  directed 
to  pour  cold  or  hot  water  upon  it,  shake  or  stir  briskly,  allow 
the  insoluble  part  to  fall  to  the  bottom  by  rest,  and  then  to 
pour  or  draw  off  the  supernatant  liquid.  In  the  British  Phar- 
macopceia  these  simple  operations  are  respectively  dignified  by 
the  names  of 

Affusion, 

Agitation. 

Subsidence  or  Deposition,  and 
Decantation. 

Analysis. — In  the  Pharmacopoeia  both  the  qvnlitative  and 
quantitative  methods  are  frequently  directed  to  be  employed  ; 
and  of  the  latter  sometimes  the  volumetrie  and  sometimes  the 
gravimetric  process  is  made  use  of. — (See  “ Testing.”) 

Baths. — Sand,  water,  and  steam  are  mentioned  under 
Fusion. 

Boiling  or  Decoction  is  largely  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  various  decoctions,  extracts,  syrups,  &c.  Generally  the 
directions  are,  that  the  article  to  be  decocted  is  to  be  put  into 
a covered  vessel  with  cold  water,  and  allowed  to  boil  on  the 
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fire  for  a given  time.  If,  say,  a quart  of  water,  with  the  sub- 
stance in  it,  is  to  be  boiled  down  to  a given  quantity,  as  a pint, 
then  the  decoction  is  a mixed  method  of  boiling  and  concen- 
trating by  evaporation,  and  an  uncovered  vessel  is  selected ; 
decoction  of  pomegranate  is  made  in  this  way.  The  process 
of  making  extracts  is  quite  different : here  the  evaporation  or 
boiling  is  performed  after  the  drug  is  separated  from  the 
original  decoction,  juice,  or  infusion.  Ebullition  is  the  ordi- 
nary chemical  term  for  boiling,  and  is  occasioned  by  the 
formation  of  bubbles  of  vapour  within  the  liquid,  which  rise 
to  the  surface  like  gas  bubbles.  Decoction,  strictly  speaking, 
is  the  ebullition  of  a liquid  containing  some  vegetable  sub- 
stance  whose  virtues  are  to  be  extracted  by  the  boiling  liquid. 

Bruising  or  Contusion  is  a process  by  which  soft,  elastic, 
or  ligneous  substances  have  their  structure  broken  up  before 
being  subjected  to  the  action  of  a solvent  by  infusion  or  macera- 
tion. It  is  employed  to  break  down  the  cohesion  of  fibrous 
roots,  and  is  applicable  to  all  tough  drugs,  like  ergot,  cloves, 
asafcetida,  &c.,  and  to  fresh  leaves  and  young  juicy  branches. 
The  article  to  be  bruised  is  put  into  an  iron  or  strong  stone 
mortar,  and,  with  a straight  up  and  down  movement  of  the 
pestle,  it  is  bruised,  crushed,  or  jDOunded  till  the  requisite 
degree  of  destruction  of  tissue  is  obtained  ; a little  only  being 
operated  on  at  a time.  The  same  object  is  often  attained  by 
cutting. 

Calcination  or  Incineration  is  the  process  of  exposing  a 
substance  to  a high  heat,  so  that  water  and  volatile  matters  are 
driven  off,  or  oxygen  absorbed,  and  the  residue  left  in  a finely 
divided  powdery  condition.  The  process  is  carried  on  by 
placing  the  substance  to  be  calcined  in  a Cornish,  Hessian,  or 
other  crucible,  which  is  placed  in  a furnace.  In  this  manner 
the  Pharmacopoeia  directs  magnesia  and  lime  to  be  prepared 
from  their  carbonates. 

Clarification  or  Depuration  is  the  purification  of  a sub- 
stance, generally  a liquid  or  semi-solid,  by  extracting  its  im- 
purities, as  in  the  case  of  honey,  lard,  suet,  &c.,  by  melting  or 
heating,  and,  whilst  fluid,  straining  through  some  texture  like 
flannel.  It  is  a modification  of  the  process  of  filtration. 

Crystallisation  is  the  process  which  bodies  undergo  in 
passing  from  the  liquid  or  gaseous  state  to  assume  definite  and 
regular  geometrical  forms,  called  crystals.  This  process  is 
generally  directed  to  be  carried  out  by  the  cooling  or  evapora- 
tion of  a solution  containing  the  substance  to  be  crystallised, 
or  more  rarely  it  is  ordered  to  be  effected  by  fusion,  as  in  the 
case  of  some  metals  and  sulphur;  by  sublimation,  .as  benzoic 
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acid  and  corrosive  sublimate ; or  by  precipitation,  as  in  tbe 
instance  of  the  red  iodide  of  mercury.  ^In  obtaining  ciystals 
bv  evaporation  the  liquid  is  eitlmr  boiled  till  its  volume  is 
reduced  by  the  loss  of  vapour,  or  it  may  be  kept  at  a lower 
temperature  than  the  boiling  point  for  a longer  time  till  the 
same  effect  is  produced,  and  when  the  concentration  has  pro- 
ceeded so  far  that  a scum  or  pellicle  forms  on  its  surface,  the 
liquid  is  set  aside  to  cool,  and  as  the  temperature  falls  crystals 
form.  When  they  have  ceased  to  grow  or  increase,  the  fluid 
part,  which  is  now  called  the  “ mother  liquor,  is  poured  off, 
and  the  crystals  drained  and  dried.  A second  or  third  crop 
may  be  obtained  from  the  mother  liquor  by  further  evaporation 
atrd  cooling,  as  itr  the  first  irrstance.  lire  proeess  is  hastened 
by  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies,  as  threads  or  sticks,  round 
which  the  crystals  qirickly  gather ; or  by  agitation,  when  the 
crystals  will  be  found  to  be  small.  The  slower  the  process 
the  larger  and  more  regular  will  be  the  crystals,  and  it  is 
advisable  not  to  evaporate  just  so  far  as  the  Pharmacopoeia 
directs  usually  for  most  of  its  salts.  The  six  systems  of 
crystals  are  all  well  represented  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

In  the  case  of  some  salts  like  alum,  carbonate  of  sodium,  and 
sulphate  of  iron,  the  water  of  crystallisation,  which  the  salt 
carries  down  with  it  on  assuming  the  solid  form,  is  directed  to 
be  expelled  by  heat,  thus  increasing  the  strength  of  the  sub- 
stance by  the  weight  of  the  water  lost,  which  ranges  generally 
from  :j-  to  5 of  the  original  salt ; thus  dried  sulphate  of  iron  is 
nearly  twice  the  strength  of  the  crystals. 

Decoloration — a process  by  which  substances  like  the  alka- 
loids Morphine,  Atropine,  &;c.,  are  deprived  of  colour — consists 
in  treating  a solution  or  mixture  of  the  substance  with  pow- 
dered charcoal  and  filtering.  Purified  animal  charcoal  is 
directed  to  be  used. 

Despumation  is  the  name  given  to  the  process  by  which 
many  organic  liquids  are  purified  by  the  application  of  heat, 
when  the  impurity  rises  to  the  top  as  a scum,  and  is  easily 
removed  by  skimming  or  by  filtration.  Though  not  directly 
mentioned  under  this  name  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  this  process 
is  extensively  employed,  as  in  the  making  of  the  green  e.xtracts, 
and  the  practical  pharmacist  finds  that  the  syrups  made  wdth 
organic  liquids,  like  the  majority  of  the  official  ones,  keep  much 
longer  by  being  despumated.  This  is  the  more  necessary  as  it 
is  difficult  to  find  sugar  perfectly  pure  and  free  from  organic 
adulteration. 

Desiccation  is  the  name  given  to  the  process  of  dicing 
drugs. — (See  under  “ Drying.'’) 
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Digestion  is  one  of  several  allied  processes  often  con- 
founded. It  means  the  prolonged  treatment,  at  a heat  elevated, 
but  below  the  boiling  point,  of  a substance  (such  as  a pow- 
dered root)  in  the  liquid  intended  to  dissolve  out  its  soluble 
principles.  It  is  the  same  as  maceration  at  a higher  tempera- 
ture than  that  of  the  air. 

Distillation  is  the  process  by  which  a liquid  is  converted 
into  a vapour  on  the  application  of  heat,  and  the  vapour  is 
condensed  into  a liquid  again  in  a separate  vessel.  The  variety 
of  apparatus  for  the  process  is  endless.  The  simplest  would 
consist  of  a closed  vessel  called  a retort,  from  the  top  of  which 
a long  tube  leads  to  a receiver.  On  partially  filling  such  a 
vessel  with  a volatile  liquid,  and  applying  heat  till  boiling, 
the  vapour  of  the  liquid  would  fill  the  upper  part  of  the  vessel 
and  tube,  during  its  passage  through  which  it  would  be  cooled 
or  condensed,  and  drop  into  the  cold  receiver  as  a liquid.  The 
object  of  distillation  is  to  combine  volatile  substances  which 
cannot  otherwise  be  mixed,  as  in  the  preparation  of  the  waters, 
or  to  separate  mixed  volatile  and  fixed  substances,  as  in 
making  Spt.  Ammon.  Foetid.,  or  to  separate  impurities  from 
the  liquid  which  could  not  be  got  rid  of  otherwise.  Distilla- 
tion is  a mixed  process,  consisting  of  ebullition — by  which,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  volatile  substance  is  converted  into 
vapour — and  of  condensation,  by  which  the  vajjour  is  again 
changed  into  a liquid. 

Destructive  or  Dry  Distillation  is  the  process  by  which 
a body  is  decomposed  by  heat  into  volatile  products  which  did 
not  previously  exist  in  it,  the  products  being  collected  in  a 
separate  vessel,  as  in  the  production  of  acetic  acid  and  tar 
from  wood. 

Fractional  Distillation  means  the  distilling  of  a mixture 
of  substances  volatile  at  difiierent  temperatures,  whereby  they 
may  be  separated  and  received  into  different  vessels  by  regu- 
lating the  temperature. 

Drying  is  a process  used  in  the  preparation  of  a great  many 
remedies.  There  are,  however,  no  official  directions  given  for 
the  drying  of  roots,  leaves,  seeds,  &c.;  these  are  generally  sub- 
mitted to  a uniform  temperature  in  a room,  heated  by  steam 
or  hot  water  pij^es,  after  being  spread  out  on  shallow  trays  or 
drawers  of  network.  The  best  heat  is  one  ranging  between 
1 00°  and  1 30°  F.  Many  plan  ts  which  arc  used  in  Phai-macy  are 
dried  simply  by  exposure  to  the  sunshine  of  their  native  country, 
but  this  is  not  practicable  in  our  latitude.  Flowers  should  be 
allowed  to  dry  spontaneously.  Fleshy  roots  should  be  trans- 
versely sliced  before  being  placed  in  the  drying  room.  Crystals 
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and  precipitates,  as  a rule,  stand  higher  tempeiatuie,  and  maj 
1 he  dried  on  a water  bath.  Others  require  still  higher  tempera- 
i tures,  especially  when  we  aim  at  the  expulsion  of  the  watei  of 
i crystallisation,  as  in  drying  alum  and  sulphate  of  iron — where 
; a heat  of  nearly  400°  is  required.  On  the  other  hand,  some 
I salts,  like  the  valerianate  of  zinc,  must  be  dried  at  the  ordi- 
' nary  heat  of  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  Carbonate  of  potas- 
; siuiii  and  slaked  lime  recently  heated  are  used  to  absorb  the 
I water  from  alcohol,  freshly  burned  lime  from  ether,  whilst 
sulphuric  acid  is  used  in  various  drying  processes. 

Elutriation — The  process  of  powdering  rough  insoluble 
substances  like  chalk,  ores,  &c.,  and  mixing  them  with  water, 
so  that  the  finer,  light,  powdery  portion  may  be  poured  off  after 
the  coarser  particles  have  fallen  to  the  bottom.  It  is  done 
sometimes  merely  to  wash  away  such  impurities  as  sand, 
gravel,  &c.;  in  its  results  it  re.sembles  sifting. 

Expression  is  the  process  by  which  the  juice  or  oil  is 
; squeezed  out  from  vegetable  substances,  and  the  tincture  or 
; spirit  from  the  marc  after  maceration  or  percolation.  It  is 
; performed  by  putting  the  substance  into  a suitable  press,  and 
j by  mechanical  power  separating  the  solid  from  the  liquid  por- 
i tions.  Oils  so  obtained  are  called  expressed  or  fixed  oils,  to 
, distinguish  them  from  volatile  or  distilled  oils. 

Evaporation  is  the  process  by  which  the  volume  of  a liquid 
I is  reduced  and  its  volatile  constituents  driven  of  by  a heat 
I ranging  between  that  of  the  air  and  the  boiling  point  of  the 
1 liquid.  It  is  employed  in  the  making  of  extracts,  in  the  crystal- 
; lisation  of  salts,  and  many  other  operations  in  Pharmacy.  The 
i vessels  used  should  be  very  shallow,  and  present  a large  surface 
I of  the  liquid  exposed  to  the  air.  In  evaporating  vegetable 
i juices  and  infusions,  a moderate  heat  should  be  employed — say 
I about  140°  F.  The  nearer  the  liquid  is  kept  to  the  boiling 
point  the  quicker  the  evaporation  ; and  small  quantities  only 
of  vegetable  infusions  or  juices  should  be  subjected  to  the  pro- 
■ cess,  and  in  separate  batches,  which  can  be  evaporated  down 
'■  still  further  if  necessary — thus  preventing  deterioration  by 
I long  heating.  Stirring  quickens  the  process,  and  the  heat  may 
be  regulated  by  the  use  of  a water,  steam,  or  sand-bath.— (For 
which  see  “ Fusion.”) 

Filtration  is  a [irocess  by  which  we  separate  an  insoluble 
( matter  or  sediment  from  a liquid,  by  causing  it  to  flow  through 
r the  pores  of  blotting  paper,  flannel,  felt,  calico,  or  linen,  the 
> liquid  after  passing  through  being  clear  and  bright.  Strainiiif/ 
is  a quicker,  but  rougher,  jirocess  of  the  same  nature,  for  the 
removal  generally  of  vixihla  foreign  particles,  b}’-  causing  the 
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liquid  containing  them  to  pass  through  the  open  meshes  of 
muslin,  tow,  wool,  asbestos,  or  wire  netting.  If  a liquid 
fectly  transparent,  and  otfers  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  light, 
it  is  said  to  be  “ bright,”  though  it  may  be  highly  coloured. 
All  tinctures  should  possess  this  quality ; and  if  they  do  not, 
repeated  filtration,  and  rest,  will  brighten  them.  In  the  case 
of  very  dark  liquids,  they  should  also  be  bright  when  examined 
in  miimte  quantity  by  transmitted  light.  Opposed  to  this  con- 
dition we  have  that  of  “muddiness,”  which  is  often  an  oppro- 
brium to  the  pharmacist;  it  is  caused  by  the  presence  of  invisible 
particles  in  a state  of  suspension,  producing  translucency.  A 
mixture  or  liquid  is  said  to  be  “clear”  when  no  visible  particles 
of  foreign  matter  are  detected  in  it ; hence  a liquid  may  be 
bright,  but  not  clear,  if  it  contain  a few  coarse  particles  float- 
ing through  it  and  is  otherwise  transparent.  The  treatment 
for  muddiness  or  opalescence  is  Filtration ; for  want  of  clear- 
ness, Stramvng  is  the  remedy. 

Fusion,  Liquefaction,  or  Melting,  is  the  process  by  which 
solid  bodies  are  rendered  liquid  by  the  application  of  heat;  it  is 
largely  employed  in  making  ointments,  plasters,  caustic  sticks, 
and  in  purifying  resins,  and  for  the  purpose  of  decomposition 
— as  in  making  Potassii  Permang.  The  substances  are  put  into 
a suitable  vessel  and  heat  applied,  varying  from  a temperature 
of  90°,  sufficient  to  melt  lard  in  an  open  jar,  to  one  of  800°  for 
fusing  zinc  in  an  earthen  crucible.  The  water,  steam,  and 
sand-liaths  are  frequently  employed.  The  mater-bath,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  preface  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  consists  “ of  an 
apparatus  by  means  of  which  water,  or  its  vapour,  at  a tem- 
perature not  exceeding  212°,  is  applied  to  the  outer  surface  of 
a vessel  containing  the  substance  to  be  heated.”  In  the  steam- 
bath,  the  vapour  of  water  at  a temperature  above  212°,  but  not 
exceeding  230°,  is  similarly  applied  ; and  in  the  sand-bath,  a 
vessel  partially  filled  with  fine  sand,  is  placed  upon  the  top  of 
a stove  or  on  the  open  fire,  and  the  substance  to  be  heated  in 
a jar  or  crucible  is  thrust  down  into  the  sand  ; it  differs  from 
the  steam  or  water  bath  in  not  limiting  the  heat  to  any  extent, 
and  is  no  safeguard  against  any  high  temperature  being 
reached ; but  it  effectually  prevents  sudden  changes  in  the 
heat,  keeping  the  substance,  by  a little  watching,  at  a uniform 
degree.  Since  alkalies  and  oxide  of  lead  attack  silicious  sub- 
stances, for  them  iron  or  silver  crucibles  must  be  used. 
Platinum  also  is  attacked  by  alkalies,  though  very  feeblJ^ 

Gathering  of  Plants,  &c.,  should  be  effected  when  pos- 
sible, in  sunny  weather,  and  at  the  time  specified  in  any  par- 
ticular case  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Generally,  roots  of  annual 
plants  should  be  dug  up  before  flowering;  .and  perennial  roots 
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should  be  gathered  in  winter  or  very  early  spring,  as  soon  as 
the  first  leaves  show  themselves  above  ground,  and  not  till 
plants  are  two  or  three  years  old  at  least.  Rhubarb  shorrld 
L sis  years  of  age.  Leaves  should  be  gathered  before  they 
bec'iir  to  change  colour,  and  those  of  biennial  plairts  not  till 
the  second  year— as  hyoscyanrus  for  example,  collected  in  the 
first  year  of  its  life,  is  almost  inert ; sotne  are  directed  to  be 
gathered  when  the  plant  has  two-thirds  of  its  flowers  expanded, 
others  when  the  fruit  begins  to  form. 

Barks  should  be  collected  when  they  come  off  most  readily 
from  the  wood— /.e.,  from  trees  in  the  spring  arrd  from  shrubs 
in  the  autumn.  Flowers  should  be  gathered  when  about  four- 
fifths  expanded;  the  red  rose,  however,  is  collected  in  bud, 
otherwise  it  loses  its  astringency  and  colour ; and  the  flower- 
buds  of  the  clove  are  almost  devoid  of  aroma  when  fullj’’ 
expanded.  Fruits  and  seeds,  generally,  are  collected  ^yhen 
ripe  ; but  the  pimento,  pepper,  bael,  and  others,  are  exceptions. 

Granulation  is  the  process  by  which  a coarsely  crystalline 
salt  is  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a granular  powder,  by  dis- 
solving it  in  water  and  evaporating  the  solution — incessantly 
stirring  till  the  product  becomes  diy.  Carbonate  and  citrate 
of  potassium  are  thus  made,  and  sometimes  substances  which 
can  scarcely  be  reduced  to  powder  otherwise  are  treated  in  this 
way,  such  as  sal  ammoniac  and  nitre.  Sulphate  of  iron  is 
granulated  by  filtering  a solution  of  it  into  rectified  spirit, 
which  is  to  be  kept  constantly  stirred,  so  that  the  crystals 
which  form  will  be  very  minute. 

Infusion  is  the  process  of  extracting  from  a body,  commonly 
I of  vegetable  origin,  its  virtues  or  soluble  parts,  by  treating  it 
for  a short  time  with  water  in  a covered  vessel,  the  substance 
! being  first  reduced  to  a state  of  moderate  subdivision  or  coarse 
I powder  ; generally  water  in  the  act  of  boiling  is  used.  Some- 
times, as  in  the  case  of  cusparia  and  chiretta,  water  at  a lower 
temperature  is  ordered,  and  cold  water  is  used  to  extract  the 
virtues  of  calumba,  in  order  to  avoid  dissolving  the  starch  con- 
. tained  in  it.  Quassia  yields  up  its  bitter  principles  to  cold 
water.  As  a rule,  the  subdivision  of  the  substance  need  not 
. be  carried  to  the  s.anie  extent  as  for  tinctures. 

Levigation  is  the  name  given  to  a process  like  elutria- 
tion,  in  which  an  in.soluble  substance  is  into  powder  in 

presence  of  water  or  some  liquid  in  which  it  is  insoluble,  the 
liner  parts  washed  away  and  collected,  the  coarser  being  re- 
turned for  further  grinding  with  water,  and  so  on  till  a line 
powder  is  obtained.  Red  prccii)itate  may  be  thus  reduced. 
Elutriation  is  applicable  to  cheap,  coarse  materials,  like  chalk 
and  ores,  where  the  refuse  is  not  ground,  but  rejected. 
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Lixiviation. — The  process  of  acting  upon  a compound  or 
mixed  solid,  with  water,  in  order  to  dissolve  out  a soluble  salt 
the  solution  being  poured  off  the  insoluble  residue  and  eva- 
porated, as  is  done  in  the  preparation  of  pearl-ash  from  wood- 
ashes. 

Maceration  is  the  process  of  steeping  or  soaking  at  the 
ordinary  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  a substance  in  a liquid 
capable  of  dissolving  some  of  its  soluble  constituents.  The 
liquid  is  called  the  menstruK ni,,  and  the  rejected  matter,  which 
is  insoluble,  is  spoken  of  as  the  marc.  Several  tinctures  are 
directed  to  be  prepared  in  this  way.  It  differs  from  digestion 
in  being  carried  on  generally  for  a much  longer  time,  and 
Muthout  heat,  and  spirit  is  commonly  the  menstruum.  The 
drug  should  be  previously  reduced  to  a proper  state  of  com- 
minution by  bruising,  cutting,  or  powdering.  Frequent  agi- 
tation is  a necessary  part  of  the  process,  which  may  be  carried 
on  in  any  wide-mouthed  vessel. 


Percolation  or  Displacement  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant processes  in  Pharmacy,  being 
extensively  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  tinctures.  It  consists  in 
packing  into  a short  wide  tube, 
closed  at  one  end  by  tying  a piece 
of  calico  over  it,  the  substance,  in 
a state  of  coarse  powder,  whose 
virtues  are  desired  to  be  extracted, 
and  pouring  into  the  tube  the  men- 
struum— generally  proof  spirit.  As 
the  spirit  filters  its  way  through 
the  column  of  powder,  it  dissolves 
out  the  soluble  parts,  and  drops 
finally  into  the  receiver  below  as  a 
bright  tincture.  The  process  may 
thus  be  defined  to  be  “ the  filtration 
of  a liquid  through  a porous  column 
of  a powdered  material,  so  that  it 
may  extract  its  soluble  matter.”  It 
is  not  adapted  to  gummy  or  ad- 
hesive substances,  and  possesses  the 
great  advantages  over  maceration 
in  being  quicker,  and  in  the  fact 
that  after  the  fluid  has  ceased  to 
drop,  the  tincture  still  left  in  the 
tube  can  be  disjfiaced  by  pouring 
in  more  spirit  or  water  on  the  top  Fig.  21. 

of  the  marc.  The  mixed  form  of  first  macerating  and  then 
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percolating,  wbicli  is  generally  directed  for  the  raanufactnro 
of  tinctur^.  is  decidedly  better  than  either  process  used  sepa- 
rately. At  the  bottom  of  the  tube,  immediately  over  the  calico, 
a layer  of  fine  pebbles  or  eoarse  river  sand  prevents  the  powder 
1 closing  its  pores.  [Fig.  21  represents  the  most  suitable  form 
1 of  apparatus.] 

Great  skill  is  required  in  carrying  out  the  process  of  per- 
I eolation,  and  much  depends  upon  the  degree  of  comminution 
1 which  the  substance  receives.  If  the  powder  be  too  fine,  it 
, gets  into  a cake,  and  prevents  the  passage  of  the  spirit ; and 
1 if  too  coarse,  the  spirit  runs  between  the  particles  without 
! dissolving  out  their  active  properties,  flowing  in  little 
i channels  through  the  tube  into  the  receiver.  The  Pharma- 
il  copoeia  now  states  the  degree  of  fineness  requisite  for  several 
I vegetable  tinctures,  by  ordering  the  powder  to  be  passed 
; through  sieves  of  definite  make.  A good  deal,  also,  depends 
' upon  the  way  in  which  the  powder  is  packed  into  the  tube, 

I and  experience  only  will  give  an  idea  of  the  uniform  tightness 
and  pressure  required  to  be  used.  A heavy,  round  ebony  ruler 
makes  a good  ram  for  packing  in  the  powder. 

Pulverisation  is  the  process  of  reducing  solids  to  powder. 
The  barks,  roots,  leaves,  stems,  and  fruits  of  trees  and  vege- 
tables are  first  thoroughly  dried  and  afterwards  ground  in  a mill , 
of  which  there  are  many  kinds.  I.eaves  lose  as  much  as  80 
per  cent,  of  their  weight  by  drying  and  powdering,  the  powder 
i often  gaining  greatly  in  strength  over  the  fresh  leaves.  Sub- 
stances are  reduced  to  the  coarse  powdered  state  necessary 
i for  infusion  and  percolation  just  as  they  are  required,  by  bruis- 
I ing  in  an  iron  mortar,  operating  only  on  small  quantities  at 
1 once,  and  then  passing  the  particles  through  sieves  whose 
' meshes  are  formed  of  parallel  wires  arranged  with  vaiying 
) degrees  of  closeness,  the  powder  which  passes  through  being 
^ designated  according  to  the  number  of  parallel  wires  within  a 
\ linear  inch  of  the  sieve  surface.  Salts  and  crystals  may  be 
reduced  to  powder  in  small  quantities  in  a wedgwood  mortar, 

. by  grinding  or  trituration,  and  sifting  through  muslin  or  fine 
; metallic  netting,  the  portion  not  going  through  the  sieve 
i being  returned  to  the  mortar,  and  the  operation  being  repeated 
' till  the  requisite  fineness  is  obtained.  Camphor  can  only  be 
, powdered  by  adding  about  the  fourth  of  its  weight  of  spirit, 

. and  triturating  it  to  dryness.  Spermaceti,  in  like  manner,  bj'' 
adding  a little  spirit,  may  be  easily  reduced  to  powdei’,  and 
'tragacanth  is  best  powdered  warm.  Some  substances  must 
be  powdered  and  rubbed  with  water — ‘‘ Levigation” — others 
by  granulation,  as  zinc  and  tin  ; and  iron,  by  filing  or  reducing 
with  hydrogen.  The  powder  differs  from  the  vegetable  drug 
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of  the  same  name,  by  having  less  water,  essential  oil,  or  vola- 
tile constituents,  less  woody  fibre,  and.  in  being  generallv 
more  active — powdered  opium  being  one-eighth  part  at  least 
more  active  than  the  fresh  drug.  The  use  of  the  mortar  and 
pestle  is  fully  described  under  “ Mixing”  and  “Pill  Making.” 
(See  page  47.) 

Precipitation  in  Pharmacy,  as  in  the  laboratory,  is  the 
process  by  which  we  get  a substance  deposited  from  a solution, 
either  by  adding  a second  liquid  in  which  it  is  insoluble,  as 
in  pouring  water  into  spirit  of  camphor,  or  by  mixing  two 
solutions  of  different  salts  which  combine  and  form  an  in- 
soluble compound— as  in  mixing  solutions  of  perchloride  of 
mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium  together,  the  iodide  of 
mercury  being  thrown  down  as  an  insoluble  crystalline  pow- 
der, which  is  washed  by  the  process  of  affusion. 

Sifting  is  the  process  of  separating  the  coarser  from  the 
finer  particles  of  pulverised  substances,  and  is  generally  per- 
formed by  passing  them  through  the  meshes  of  fine  wire, 
horse-hair,  or  muslin  sieves.  The  Pharmacopoeia  now  specifies 
the  size  of  the  meshes  (see  under  Pulverisation).  When  fruits, 
like  prunes,  tamarinds,  or  figs,  are  ordered  to  be  sifted,  the 
operation  is  called  “ Puljjing here  considerable  force  must  be 
employed  to  press  the  finer  particles  through,  which,  in  the 
case  of  dry  powders,  are  allowed  to  drop  through  by  their  own 
weight. 

Solution. — The  condition  of  a substance  dissolved  in  a liquid 
is  a state  difficult  to  define.  Most  of  the  instanees  of  solution 
in  Pharmacy  are  simple,  as  the  solution  of  sugar  in  syrup,  in 
which  case  the  sugar  is  found  unaltered  on  evaporation ; in 
others,  as  in  the  saccharated  solution  of  lime,  the  substance 
is  in  a state  of  clicMical  solution,  and  cannot  be  recovered 
unaltered  on  evaporating.  Others  again  are  more  difficult  still 
to  define,  as  the  solution  of  one  liquid  in  another,  or  of  a gas  in 
a liquid.  The  process  of  solution,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
is  quickened  by  heating  the  solvent,  and  having  the  substance 
to  be  dissolved  in  fine  division.  Both  these  advantages  ai-e 
gained  by  the  ordinary  method  of  rubbing  the  substance  in 
a mortar,  with  hot  water.  When  the  hot  solvent  ceases  to 
dissolve  any  more  of  the  substance,  the  solution  is  said  to  be 
saturated,  and,  on  cooling,  will  always  deposit  some  of  the  salt 
in  crystals,  the  liquid,  when  cold,  being  called  a cold  saturated 
solution.  I 

Sublimation  is  the  process  by  which  a solid  is  reduced  by 
heat  to  the  state  of  a vapour,  which  is  condensed  and  deposited 
on  the  surface  of  another  vessel,  either  in  masses,  when  it  is 
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called  a like  arsenic;  or  in  a fcatheiy  pulverulent 

state  called  iJon-ers,  as  in  the  preparation  of  sulpliur.  Some- 
times this  process  is  improperly  called  dry  distillation. 

Testing.— The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  to  eiisure  the  purity 
and  identity  of  its  different  preparations,  directs,  in  every 
convenient  case,  certain  tests ; thus  the  ordinary  (['tidlitutivc 
analysis  is  employed  frequently.  Take,  for  example,  the  first 
fluid  preparation,  “Acetum,”  which  should  corrtain  S'fl  per 
cent,  of  real  acetic  acid.  The  student  is  directed  to  try  the 
effects  of  sidphuretted  hydrogen — if  lead  be  present  it  is  dis- 
1 coloured — but  it  is  necessary  to  prove  also  that  it  contains 
1 the  requisite  percentage  of  acetic  acid  by  Quantitative  analysis, 
I and  the  Volumetric  method,  which  estimates  the  quantity  by 
mea.niring  the  volume  of  the  reagent  necessary  to  produce  the 
change,  and  afterwards  calculating  the  weight  used  ; and  he 
is  informed  that  one  fluid  ounce  (4-t5'4  grains)  of  vinegar  is 
I neutralised  by  402  grain-measures  of  the  volumetric  solution 
1 of  soda,  which  is  found  to  correspond  to  5'41  per  cent,  of 
real  acetic  acid.  In  testing  the  strength  of  diluted  phos- 
phoric acid,  a different  system — the  Gravimetric — is  directed. 
A given  weight  of  this  acid  is  poured  upon  a known  weight  of 
oxide  of  lead,  and  phosphate  of  lead  is  formed.  This,  after 
being  dried,  is  weighed — the  increase  in  weight  giving  the 
I amount  of  phosphoric  anhydride  present.  Complete  vola- 
I tilisation  is  the  test  used  for  several  salts,  as  those  of  mercury. 

Trituration  is  the  process  of  reducing  solid  substances  to 
i the  state  of  powder  by  continued  rubbing.  Generally,  in 
1 Pharmacy,  the  operation  is  conducted  in  a wedgwood  mortar, 
j (See  under  “ Dispensing  of  Mixtures”  and  “ Pills.”  Page  47.) 
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PART  II. 


THE 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  MEDICINES. 


There  arc  various  routes  by  which  medicines  may  find  their 
way  into  the  circulating  fluid.  The  most  direct  would  be 

(1)  By  injectiim  ■into  the  ■vehis : as  ammonia,  saline  solutions, 
and  milk  are  injected  in  desperate  emergencies,  or  as  blood 
may  be  transfused  in  excessive  hEemorrhages.* 

(2)  Some  authorities  recommend  the  injection  of  the  remedy 
into  an  artery. 

(3)  By  inhalation,  the  vapour  of  the  substance  finding  its 
way  rapidly  into  the  circulation  through  the  extensive  sheet  of 
pulmonary  blood  vessels,  as  in  the  administration  of  autes- 
thetics. 

(4)  By  sicalloioiny — the  commonest  and  most  convenient 
method — the  medicines  finding  their  way  through  the  walls  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  blood  vessels,  or  lacteals,  into  the  current. 

(5)  By  absorption  from  the  rectiom;  in  this  way  the  great 
majority  of  substances  (in  the  form  of  enemata  or  suppositories) 
may  find  their  way  into  the  blood. 

(6)  By  absorption  from  the  ‘vaginal  surface  in  the  female, 
when  given  in  the  form  of  pessaiy. 


* The  ordinary  a.spirator  (Dieiilafoy's)  can  I)o  safely  used  for  this  purpose 
if  the  two  ruldier  tubes  are  made  c.\actly  alike,  and  eacli  rendered  cai)al)le 
of  hearing  one  of  the  large  needles  at  one  end,  while  the  other  end  is  con- 
necte(i  with  the  cylinder  of  the  machine.  In  this  way  a thoroughly  reliable 
transfusion  aiijjaratus  can  be  always  at  hand. 
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(7)  By  absorption  from  the  Some  experimentalists 

have  influenced  the  system  by  narcotic  remedies  injected  into 
the  vesical  cavity. 

(8)  By  absorption  from  the  peritoneal  cavity,  as  has  been 

recently  proposed  in  cases  of  severe  haemorrhages  by  injectino' 
milk,  &c.,  into  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum.  ° 

(9)  By  absorption  from  the  deep  tissues,  as  strychnine  is  often 
injected  into  the  centre  of  a large  muscle,  by  the  method 
known  as  2>arencliymatous  injection.''' 

pO)  By  the  hypodermic  method;  a solution  of  the  substance 
bdng  injected  by  a fine  syringe*  into  the  snlcutaneous  areolar 
tissue,  from  which  it  is  rapidly  absorbed  by  the  small  blood 
vessels  and  lymphatics.  In  this  way  morphine  is  best  given  to 
relieve  severe  pain,  and  ether  to  counteract  the  shock  of  for- 
midable haemorrhages. 

(11)  By  the  skin.  Through  the  cutaneous  tissue  medicines 
may  be  administered  with  the  view  of  affecting  the  system  by 
four  methods  : — ’ ^ 

1.  The  Enepidekmic. 

2.  The  Epidermic  or  Iatroleptic. 

3.  The  Endermic. 

4.  By  Inoculation. 

In  the  Enepidermic  method  friction  is  not  employed ; the 
medicine  to  be  so  administered  is  simply  placed  in  contact 
with  the  skm.  Though  this  is,  at  the  best,  a slow  and  uncer- 
tain way  to  introduce  a remedy  into  the  circulation,  the  results 
of  experiments  show  that  the  alkaloids  dissolved  in  chloro- 
form, when  placed  in  contact  with  the  unbroken  skin,  are 
readily  absorbed,  and  soon  find  their  way  into  the  blood. 
Waller  has  shown  that  this  endosmotic  quality  of  chloroform' 
enables  it  to  peneti'ate  the  skin  of  the  cadaver  and  to  carry  the 
alkaloids  with  it.  Watery  or  alcoholic  solutions  either  do  not 
enter  the  Mood  at  all  when  administered  in  this  way,  or  are 
absorbed  in  such  small  quantities  that  they  may  be  regarded 
as  inert. 


* It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  remuid  the  student  that  the  ordiuaiy 
hypodei-mio  syringe  (commonly  known  as  Wood's)  can  be  used  as  an  aspirator 
for  all  diagnostic  purposes,  in  every  respect  equal  to,  and  in  many  decidedly 
superior  to,  the  most  improved  instruments.  The  piston  must  fit  perfectlv 
and  the  cylinder  should  be  partially  filled  with  water,  when  the  needle  may 
be  thrust  into  the  tissues  in  search  of  the  susjjected  pus.  A few  turns  of  the 
piston  inject  a harmless  quantity  of  water,  which  clears  the  needle,  and  allows 
the  puriform  liquid  to  ascend  on  the  motion  being  reversed  ; a single  drop  of 
pus  is  evident,  as  it  wells  up  through  the  column  of  clear  water.  All  super- 
ficial and  most  deep  abscesses  may  he  detected  in  this  way,  and  pleural  liuid 
can  he  easily  demonstrated. 
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Bv  the  Epidermic  method  the  medicine  is  also  introduced 
into  the  system  through  the  unbroken  cuticle,  but  friction  is 
e^loycd.  In  this  way  we  administer  cod-liver  oil  in  wasting 
diseases,  and  mercurial  ointment  in  syphilis.  _ 

Bv  the  Endcrmic  method  the  difficulty  of  absorption  thiou^h 
the  cuticle  is  obviated  by  its  removal.  This  is  accomplished 
by  soaking  a piece  of  porous  fabric  in  strong  solution  of 
ammonia,  applying  it  to  the  surface  of  the  skin,  and  in- 
stantly covering  it  over  with  a piece  of  oiled  silk,  oi  a watch- 
glass,  when  speedy  vesication  ensues.  The  remedy,  in  the 
state  of  fine  powder,  should  be  dusted  over  the  denuded  spot, 
when  its  rapid  absorption  will  occur.  In  this  way  morphine, 
strychnine,  or  atropine  can  be  administered.  The  same  result 
follows  if  the  remedy  be  applied  oyer  a portion  of  skin  whose 
cuticle  has  been  removed  by  an  ordinary  cantbarides  plaster. 

By  the  operation  of  Inoculation  (as  for  small-pox)  remedies 
may  be  introduced  into  the  system  through  the  punctured 

These  different  methods  or  routes  by  which  medicines  find 
their  way  into  the  system  should  not  be  confounded  by  the 
student  with  the  various  local  methods  of  applying  remedies. 
Thus,  sternutatories  are  applied  to  the  nasal  mucous  membiane, 
and  substances,  by  the  method  of  insiiffiation,  are  bioiight  in 
contact  with  the  posterior  nares  and  surrounding  parts;  or 
the  nasal  douche  may  be  employed  with  the  same  intention. 
Sialagogues  are  used  to  act  on  the  salivary  glands  through 
stimulation  of  the  nerves  distributed  to  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth. 

The  fauces  and  tonsils  are  reached  by  gargles,  and  the  larynx 
by  atomized  spray;  while  the  bronchial  mucous  surface  may 
be  exposed  to  the  local  action  of  various  inhalations,  or  to  the 
fumes  of  volatile  substances  in  a state  of  combustion. 

In  the  same  way,  most  of  the  cavities  of  the  body,  all  tor- 
tuous wounds,  and  open  sores,  may  be  reached  by  injections, 
lotions,  bougies,  pessaries,  suppositories,  &c. 


DOSAGE  OR  POSOLOGY. 


Before  the  student  considers  the  question  of  prescription 
I writing,  it  will  be  necessary  to  say  a few  words  about  the 
; doses  of  medicines.  As  the  alphabetical  arrangement  of  this 
I work  will  enable  him  to  find  at  a glance  the  dose  of  every 
: drug  in  the  Materia  Medica  ; and  in  a similar  way  the  dose 
of  all  the  various  Galenical  preparations  are  tabulated ; it  will 
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thus  be  unnecessary  here  to  have  any  repetition  in  the  form  of 
tables  or  hsts  of  doses. 

'^'foses  may  be  regarded  as  safe  guides, 
still  the  student  must  remember  that  there  are  many  conditions 
which  modify  very  considerably  the  effect  of  remedies,  and 
should  materially  affect  their  dosage. 

The  most  important  of  these  modifying  agents  are  : 

Age, 


Idiosynceasy, 

Habit, 

Interval  between  the  Doses, 
Disease, 


Climate, 

Eace  and  Temperament, 

Form  in  which  the  Medicine  is  Administered, 
Accumulation, 

Temperature, 

Hour  op  the  Day, 

Fasting,  &c. 


Age.  This  is  the  most  important  factor  in  determining  the 
amount  of  the  dose,  and  is  the  one  which  gives  most  trouble  to 
the  student.  Though  no  reliable  rule  can  be  laid  down  for 
his  guidance  in  all  cases,  the  following  plans  of  Gaubius  and 
xoung  may  be  serviceable  when  memory  fails  in  recalling 
the  exact  amount  of  dose  recommended  by  posologists  In 
the  Materia  Medica  portion  of  this  book,  the  dose  for  a child 
one  year  old  is  given  under  the  heads  of  the  most  freqiientlv 
employed  infantile  remedies.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
children  bear  opiates  very  badly,  and  their  use,  consequentiv 
is  unsafe  for  children  under  one  year  old,  even  in  most  minute 
doses. 

This  intolerance  of  opium,  it  may  be,  has  led  to  very  erro- 
neous ideas  about  the  amount  of  the  dose  of  other  remedies 
for  children. 

Children  will  often  bear  nearly  as  full  doses  as  adults,  of 
various  remedies,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of  arsenic,  calomel, 
squill,  belladonna,  ipecacuanha,  and  many  purgatives,  like 
rhubarb,  jalap,  &c. 

Gaubius  took  the  average  adult  dose  of  a remedy  as  1.  sav 
1 grain,  and  calculated  the  requisite  amount  for  the  different 
ages  thus : — 
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For  a child  1 year  old,  iV  to  tV  gi'an'*- 

For  a child  2 years  old,  ^ grain. 

For  a child  3 years  old ^ grain. 

For  a child  ■!  years  old,  t gram. 

For  a child  7 years  old,  i grain. 

For  a child  14  years  old,  o grain. 


For  a patient  20  years  old, i gram. 

For  a patient  from  21  to  60  years  old.  1 grain. 

Younc^’s  rule  is— “ That  for  children  under  12  years  the  doses 
of  inostlnedicines  must  be  diminished  in  the  proportion  of  the 
age  to  the  age  increased  by  12.”  _ 

If  the  student  wishes  to  find  out  the  dose  for  a given  age  by 
this  method,  he  has  simply  to  add  12  to  the  age  in  years, 
and  divide  the  age  by  the  amount  thus  obtained,  the  answer 
living  a fraction,  which  is  the  required  amount  of  the  full 
adult”  dose.  Thus,  suppose  the  adult  dose  to  be  1 grain,  the 
dose  will  be  : — 


1 


For  a child  1 year  old,  ... 

1 + 12 

= iV 

For  a child  2 years  old,  ... 

2 

2"^  12 

= , i grain. 

For  a child  3 years  old,  ... 

3 

3 + 12 

= \ grain. 

For  a child  8 years  old,  ... 

8 

8 + 12 

= t grain- 

For  a child  12  years  old,... 

12 

= ^ grain. 

12+12 

Idiosyncrasy. — The  physician  meets  with  individuals  in 
whom  an  ordinary  dose  of  some  well-known  drug  causes 
symptoms  more  intense,  or  entirely  different  from  those  usually 
observed  to  follow  its  administration,  and  when  these  cannot 
be  accounted  for  by  any  known  law,  the  case  is  generally 
spoken  of  as  one  of  idiosyncrasy. 

Patients  arc  occasionally  met  with  in  whom  the  smallest 
dose  of  calomel  will  be  followed  by  profuse  salivation,  whilst 
enormous  doses  of  opium  and  chloroform  are  sometimes  borne 
by  those  unaccustomed  to  their  use. 

ITahit  determines  the  dose  of  some  medicines  more  than 
any  other  influence;  this  is  particularly  true  of  narcotics, 
^lany  instances  are  I'ccorded  of  opium  caters  who  took  <a  pint 
of  laud.anum  daily  without  experienciTig  the  soporific  effects  of 


administeattox  of  medjcjxes. 
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the  drug,  and  the  arsenic  eaters  of  Styria  are  examples  of  the 
same. 

The  intcrxal  hettoeun  the  doscft  should  determine  to  a large 
extent  the  amount  of  the  dose ; this  is  too  frequently  over- 
looked in  tables.  No  rule  can,  however,  be  laid  down  on  the 
subject,  but  the  student  should  be  guided  by  the  nature  of  the 
action  of  the  medicine,  the  effects  required  to  be  produced  by 
it,  and  the  rate  of  its  absorption,  &c. 

Disease  modifies  considerably  the  dose  of  a medicine  ; in- 
stances of  this  may  be  seen  in  the  large  quantities  of  opium 
needed  in  desperate  inflammations  and  intensely  painful  con- 
ditions of  various  nerves.  Mercury  and  opium  are  badly  borne 
in  albuminuria,  whilst  to  syphilitic  children  large  quantities  of 
grey  powder  can  be  freely  given. 

Climate,  Temperament,  Bex,  Stature,  c^-o.,  possess  varying 
effects  upon  the  amount  of  medicine  required  to  produce  its 
results  in  a healthy  individual,  and  some  conditions  of  the 
niedicine  itself  (chiefly  those  which  relate  to  its  rate  of  absorp- 
tion or  elimination)  affect  materially  the  amount  of  the  dose. 

The  Temperature  of  the  patient  and  of  the  surrounding 
atmosphere  has  a very  decided  effect  upon  the  dose  of  many 
medicines.  Brunton  has  found  that  substances  like  veratrine, 
strychnine,  &c.,  act  in  entirely  different  ways  according  as  the 
temperature  is  high  or  low.  This  may  to  some  extent  be  the 
explanation  of  the  indication  for  the  administration  of  stimu- 
lants in  the  early  morniny  in  severe  fevers  and  collapse. 

Fasting.  The  rapidity  with  which  medicines  are  absorbed 
and  affect  the  system  in  this  condition  are  well  recognised. 

The  method  hy  which  the  medicine  is  administered  affects 
the  dose ; thus,  as  a rule,  the  dose  of  remedies  given  by  the 
rectum  requires  to  be  twice  as  great  as  if  given  by  the  mouth. 
Strychnine  is  an  exception,  being  more  active  if  given  by  the 
bowel  than  if  svyallowed.  The  dose  may  be  said  to  be  about 
a half,  or  two-thirds,  of  the  ordinary  quantity  when  adminis- 
tered by  the  hypodermic  method. 

Accumvlation  modifies  to  some  extent  the  dose  of  a medi- 
cine. After  digitalis,  strychnine,  or  bromide  of  potassium 
have  been  administered  for  a time  some  observers  have  noticed 
the  sudden  onset  of  the  marked  physiological  symptoms  pro- 
duced by  these  remedies.  In  such  a case  the  dose  must  be 
diminished  or  suspended ; and  after  its  renewal  the  interval 
between  the  doses  should  be  lengthened.  The  explanation  in 
these  cases  is  clearly  that  the  elimination  of  the  drug  has  been 
interfered  with,  and  Christison  pointed  out  thr.t  the  active 
principle  of  digitalis  so  contracts  the  renal  vessels  that  its  exit 
from  the  system  is  delayed  ; the  same  is  true  of  strychnine  as 
pointed  out  by  Giirtncr. 


INCOMrATIBILITY. 
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INCOMPATIBILITY. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  physician  should  avoid 
ordering  rlXs  which,  when  mixed,  destroy  each  oOre_rs 
virtues.^  Incompatibility  is  generally  said  to  be  threefold  . 

Chemical. 

Therapeutical. 

Pharmaceutical  or  Absolute. 

Of  the  first  may  be  instanced  syrup  of  squill  and  sal  vola- 
tile • acetate  of  lead  and  sulphuric  acid,  or  sidphate  of  zinc  , 
iron’  and  the  numerous  substances  containing  tannic  aci^d. 

As  an  example  of  the  second  form  of  incompatibility  maj 
be  mStioned^a  mixture,  or  pill,  containing  strychnine  and 

^tubSa^cTs  are  said  to  be  ahsolutely  incompatible  when  they 
cannS  be  mixed  together  by  the  pharmacist,  as  borax  and 
Sage!  or  one  part  of  tincture  of  tolii,  myrrh,  or  benzom, 

wliGn  ordcrccl  witti  T of  wfitoi.  t i 

Experience  proves  that  many  compounds,  regarded  forme  y 
as  incompatible,  are  valuable  combinations.  It  does  not  follow 
if  a mixtare  be  inelegant  that  it  is 

consider  such  should  be  regarded  as  an  incompatible  and  nevei 
eSyech  The  official  Mist.  Ferri  Co.  and  Mist.  Fern  Aromat. 
may  be  cited  as  useful  preparations,  though  instances  of  incom- 

^"Unfortnnately,  no  rule  can  be  laid  down  to  P^ent  the 
student  ordering  substances  which  oppose  each  othei  in  then 
action  in  the  system,  or  which  chemically  decompose  eac 
other,  or  which  will  refuse  to  take  the  intended  shape  from 
the  hand  of  the  dispenser.  Nevertheless,  a fair  preliminary 
knowledge  of  chemistry  and  pharmacology  will  generally  pre- 
vent such  a mistake.  -Ti. 

Amongst  the  various  general  rules  of  incompatibility  theie 
is  one  which  the  student  should  remember— f /mi  « drvg  should 
never  be  ordered  in  combination  with  any  of  -its  lests  or  Anti- 

dotes*  ...  • 

The  most  important  cases  of  incompatibility  being  men- 
tioned under  the  head  of  the  respective  substances  m the 
Materia  Medica  portion  of  this  work,  and  in  the  portion  dealing 
with  Extemporaneous  Pharmacy,  no  enumeration  need  be 

here  made  of  them.  , • i 

The  substances  in  the  following  short  list  can  be  combined 
wdth  so  few  preparations  that  the  student  will  be  wise  to  order 
them  alone  in  simple  solution  : — 
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Permanganate  or  Potassium, 
Tannic  and  Gallic  Acids. 
Corrosive  Sublimate. 

Iodide  or  Potassium. 

Salts  of  Lead. 

Salts  op  Zinc. 

Iodine  and  its  Liquid  Preparations. 
Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Sulphuric  Acid. 

Tincture  op  Guaiacum. 

Citrate  op  Iron  and  Quinine. 
Free  Chlorine  in  Solution. 


prescriptions  scattered  throughout  the  nortion 

Sid'entTn^PWr*®^^  ^^f'^P^'^tics  will  materially  assist  the 
^udent  in  selecting  elegant  and  useful  forms  in  which  to  ad- 
minister the  most  important  remedies.  Some,  indeed  of  these 
to  the  objection  of  containing  incompatible  sub- 
stances, as  iodide  of  potassium  and  corrosive  sublimate  • but 

Suable  it7SpS°"  experieTee  to  be 

occSLllIyriSed."  ta'o-patibility  ha.  been 


THE  COMBINATION  OF  MEDICINES. 

generation,  containing  numerous 
absuid  and  incompatible  ingredients  have,  it  is  to  be  feared 
forced  many  into  the  opposite  extreme  of  simplicity  In  this’ 
Zto  d?sus^e.“''  of  the  utmost  vLue  have  fallen 

Paris  pointed  out  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
juchcious  combination  of  medicines : thus  he  found  that  the 
action  of  a medicine  may  be  increased  by  combining  seSal 

to  set  all  f esamplefwe  wish 


H ouzi^.  ^x. 
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I proportionate  dose  of  any  one  of  them  when  administered 


The  action  of  some  medicines  is  increased  by  combining 
with  them  .substances,  the  previously  known  qualities  of  which 
would  have  given  no  clue  to  their  usefulness  in  this  r^pect , 
thus,  the  diuretic  power  of  digitalis  and  squill  is  intensified  by 
mercury. 

By  the  judicious  combination  of  two  or  more  remedies  we 
are  often  enabled  to  correct  undesirable  qualities  possessed  by 
one  of  them ; thus  alkalies  correct  the  griping  of  aloes,  a,nd 
hyoscyamus  that  of  colocynth  ; arsenic  prevents  the  acne  which 
follows  the  administration  of  bromide  of  potassium ; and 
atropine  corrects  the  unpleasant  symptoms  caused  by  a hypo- 
dermic dose  of  morphine. 

By  a proper  regulation  of  the  dose  of  various  remedies  of 
the  same  class,  though  differing  in  their  methods  of  action, 
occasionally,  a better  compound  may  be  obtained,  as  pointed 
out  by  Paris  ; thus,  by  giving  a cholagogue  with  a saline,  more 
effectual  purgation  is  obtained ; or  by  combining  bromide  of 
potassium  with  a narcotic,  a hypnotic  can  be  procured,  which 
is  more  satisfactory  in  its  operation  than  most  sleep  producers. 


WEIGHTS,  MEASURES,  AND  SYMBOLS  USED  IN 


PRESCRIBING.* 


The  weights  used  in  prescribing  and  dispensing  are  of  the 
official  system,  which  starts  with  the  Troy  grain  and  ends  with 
the  avoirdupois  pound. 


1 grain. 
437’5  grs. 
7,000  grs. 


1 Grain,  yr. 
1 Ounce,  oz. 
1 Pound,  lb. 


At  the  end  of  this  liook,  liefore  the  Index,  will  lie  found  n full  table  of 
the  Offlcial  Weights  and  .Measures. 
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The  official  Measures  of  Capacity  which  are  generally  met 
witn  in  prescriptions  are  ; — 

1 Minim,  mm.  = l minim  = -91  grs.  of  water. 

1 Fluid  Dram,  Jl.drm.  =60  minims  = 64‘68  ,,  „ 

1 Fluid  Ounce,  yil.  fi2:.  = 8 fluid  drams  = 437'5  „ 

It  will  thus  be  noticed  that  there  is  no  official  weight  between 

1 grain  and  1 ounce ; but  the  ^i.  and  3i.,  which  represented 
the  ^ and  part  of  the  old  Troy  ounce,  are  still  permitted  to 
exist  under  protest.  They  are,  when  used  in  a prescription,  to 
be  taken  as  meaning  60  grs.  and  20  grs.  respectively,  and  not 
the  g and  of  the  Avoirdupois  ounce,  which  would  be  54'68 
and  18-22  grains  respectively. 


The  French  Gramme,  = 15-432  grs. 

The  following  are  the  symbols  and  signs  met  with  in  pre- 

smiption  writing ; they  must  not'  be  confounded  with  the 

(fficml  symbols,  which  are  simply  the  first  two  letters  of  the 

English  words,  as  fl.  oz.,  fl.  drm.,  &c. 

Gr.  = Granum,  1 grain  = of  a Troy  ounce,  or  of 
an  Avoirdupois  ounce. 

9.  = bcrupulum,  1 scruple  = 20  grains. 

3.  = Drachma,  1 dram  = 60  grs.  or  3 scruples  or  ^ of  a 

fluid  ounce,  or  60  minims. 

,5.  = Uncia,  1 ounce  = 1 Troy  oz.  (480  grs.)  or  1 fluid  oz. 

(480  minims),  or  437-5  grains  of  water. 

M.  = Minimum,  1 minim  = part  of  a fluid  dram  or  the 
volume  of  -9115  grains  of  water. 

Gtt.  = Gutta,  1 drop,  erroneously  supposed  to  represent 
1 minim. 

O.  Octarius,  1 pint,  = 20  fluid  ounces,  or  l^i  lbs.  of  water. 

C.  Congius,  1 gallon  = 8 pints,  or  10  lbs.  of  water. 


DOMESTIC  MEASURES. 


A teaspoonful — Cochleare  minimum 
A dessertspoonful — Cochleare  medium 

A tablespoonful  | Cochleare  am  plum,  01 
’■  I Cochleare  magnum 

A wine-glassful — Cyathus  vinarius 


1 fluid  dram  (Sj.) 

2 fluid  drs.  (5ij.) 

4 fluid  drs.  or  i oz. 

(oiv.)  or  j.w) 

2i  fluid  oz.  (jiiw.) 
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The  Di-actice  of  measuring  medicines  in  spoons  is  open  to 
veiy  serious  objections,  since  seldom  vvill  two  be  found  just 
alike  in  capacity ; and  the  physician  should  make  a rule  of 
examining  the  spoon  and  ascertaining  its  dimensions  hefoie 
Se  patieSt  uses  It  as  a measure  . Tbe 

spoon,  which  is  generally  made  of  iron  and  coated  ovei  Mith 
thi,  fluctuates  less  in  size  than  the  other  domestic  measures  , 
it  can  be  relied  upon  as  holding  two  fluid  drams.  The  wine- 
glass is  generally  stated  to  contain  1 a to  2 oz.  It  will,  howeyei , 
be  nearly  always  found  to  contain  at  least  2^  oz.,  or  the  eig 

part  of  an  Imperial  pint.  . „ n ■ -i 

^ A small  tea-cup  contains  on  an  average  about  7 fluid  ounces, 
and  a breakfast-cup  about  12  fluid  ounces.  These  figures  are 

much  above  those  mentioned  in  most  books.  . , t ii 

An  ordinary  tumbler  holds  generally  half-a-pmt  in  ail 
cases  where  the  physician  prescribes^  an  active  medicine  he 
should  order  the  dose  to  be  measured  in  a graduated  glass. 

The  mistake  of  counting  drops  as  minims  has  been  already 
referred  to  in  the  Pharmacy  Section  (p.  2C). 
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In  one  sense,  this  may  be  said  to  be  the  highest  accomplish- 
ment of  the  educated  physician,  since  it  requires  for  its  correct 
performance  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  medical  sciences, 
and  a practical  acquaintance  with  the  art  of  Pharmacy.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  a more  intimate  knowledge  of  this  latter 
1 art  is  not  cultivated  by  the  student  of  medicine.  There  could 
! scarcely  be  a more  erroneous  idea  than  that  which  one  occa- 
I sionally  meets  with — l.e.,  that  Pharmacy  is  beneath  the  notice 
; of  the  physician. 

- The  writer  believes  there  are  very  few  things  which  give  so 
I great  advantages  in  after  life  to  the  physician  as  an  intimate 
I acquaintance  with  this  art. 

The  Model  Prescription  should  consist  of  the  following 
I parts  : — 

1.  The  Superscuiptiox. 

2.  The  Inscription. 

8.  The  Subscription. 

I.  The  Signature. 


I 
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The  Siijwrscr'qitUm,  which  consists  of  the  letter  R,  originally 
was  used,  it  is  supposed,  to  represent  the  symbol  for  the  planet 
Jupiter,  at  a time  when  much  of  the  virtue  of  a combination 
appeared  to  rest  upon  the  deity  or  presiding  star.  By  common 
consent,  it  is  now  regarded  as  representing  the  imperative  mood 
of  the  Latin  vmb  Recipio,  to  take;  and  the  French  accordingly 
commence  their  prescriptions  with  P.,  or  Prenez.  ^ 

2.  The  Inscription  may  be  called  the  lody  of  the  prescrip- 

tion; it  includes  the  names  of  the  substances  to  be  administered 
with  their  quantities,  written  in  Latin,  and,  as  it  is  the  most 
important  part  of  the  prescription,  it  will  be  referred  to  pre- 
sently at  more  length.  ^ 

3.  The  8ud)soription  is  made  up  of  the  directions  (in  Latin) 

for  the  guidance  of  the  dispenser ; thus  mtsce,  often  written 
m..,  is  frequently  the  only  part  in  a prescription  which  belongs 
to  the  subscription.  “ 

4.  The  Signature  includes  the  directions  or  instructions  in- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  patient.  They  are  frequently 
written  by  the  prescriber  in  English,  and  many  recommend 
that  Latin  should  never  be  used  for  this  part  of  the  prescription. 

Mistakes  are  certainly  more  liable  to  occur  if  the  signature 
be  written  carelessly,  or  if  incorrect  Latin  be  employed,  but 
the  same  reasons  which  have  determined  the  use  of  this  lan- 
guage for  prescriptions  fi-om  an  early  time,  apply  equally  well 
to  the  signature.  Thus,  a prescription  written  in  Latin  can 
be  read  and  understood  in  every  civilised  country.  Abbrevia- 
tions and  contractions  can  be  employed  without  fear  of  bein<^ 
misunderstood,  which  could  not  be  the  case  if  any  other  lam 
guage  were  substituted ; we  are  thus  often  able,  by  a single 
letter,  to  express  the  meaning  of  several  English  words.  ° 

It  is  often  absolutely  necessary  to  write  the  inscription  in 
such  a way  that  the  patient  may  remain  innocent  of  the  nature 
of  its  contents. 

The  use  of  long  and  elaborate  Latin  phraseology  is  to  be 
condemned  in  prescribing,  and  the  student,  when  he  feels  any 
difficulty  in  expressing  himself  in  this  tongue,  had  certainly 
better  fall  back  upon  his  English  when  writing  the  signature. 

The  patient’s  name  is  written  at  the  top  or  bottom  of  the 
recipe,  preferably  the  top,  as  it  is  thus  less  liable  to  be  over- 
looked or  mistaken  than  if  written  where  space  is  often  limited. 
The  prescriber’s  initials  generally  follow  at  the  right  hand 
corner,  and  the  date  is  written  opposite. 

The  student  should  not  confound  the  initials  of  the 
prescriber  with  that  portion  of  the  prescription  called  the 
signature — vM.,  the  directions  to  the  patient. 
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It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  student  of  the  necessity 
of  writing  clearly  and  legibly,  and  of  avoiding  the  use  of  such 
contractions  as  might  lead  to  mistakes. 

The  body  or  inscription  of  a model  prescription  should  con- 
tain the  following  : — 

! The  Basis  or  principal  active  ingredient. 

I The  Adjuvant,  or  Auxiliary,  to  assist  its  action. 

I The  Corrective,  to  correct  or  diminish  some  undesirable  quality. 

I The  Vehicle,  or  Excijncnt,  to  give  a suitable  form  for  adminis- 
tration. 


The  following  prescription  may  be  regarded  as  a very  com- 
monly ordered  combination  of  remedies  : — 


^ Superscription 

(Basis.)  Sy. 

(Adjuvant.)  5]' 

(Corrective.)  5j. 


Q^c 


Subscription, 


(Vehicle.)  <L^<2^ . 

M.  C.<-.  CL  tio~.  I 

> n ‘ > Signature, 

cp,,  cj^.  e,^  a,cp,u-c^e^  J 


Without  abbreviations  or  contractions,  it  would  read  thus — 
Recipe. 

Potassii  Acetatis  drachmas  quinque. 

Tincturce  Digitalis  drachmam  imam. 

Sgrujii  AurantU  imciam  imam. 

Decoctum  Scoparii  ad  iincias  octo. 


Misec,  f at  mistura,.  Cai>iat  cochlearia  duo  wayna  juarta 
fludjuc  kora  ex  paululo  ayuve. 
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The  student  will  find  benefit  from  a careful  study  of  the 
following  pages,  in  which  the  Latin  of  the  above  prescription 
IS  arranged  according  to  the  English  idiom,  and  each  word 
parsed  and  translated : 


Latin  IcUo 


Recipe  Potassii  Acetatis  drachmas  quinque. 


l’»-  (Recipe) 

V (quinque) 

5 (drachmas) 
Acet.  (acetatis) 
Pot.  (potassii) 


( 


V.  irr.  tr.  im.  m.  2nd  per.  s.,  to'\ 
agree  with  its  nom.  Tu — / 

“thou”  (understood).  Rule  > Take  thou 
i , recipi-o,  recep-i,  recep- 1 
turn,  recipere.  ) 


C iiuni.  adj.  indeo.  ac.  pi.  qual. 

^ and  agreeing  with  drach-  [ five 


nuus.  Rule  ii. 


j drams 


jn.  f.  ac.  pi.  Rule  viii.  (a) 

• • • ( drachma— £e. 

( n.  f.  gen.  s.  qual.  drachmas. ) ^ , 

' ■ ■ I Rule  vi.(a),  acetos — atis.  J acetate 

( n.  n.  gen.  s.  qual.  acetatis.  ( „£  , 

i Rule  vi.(«),  potassium-ii.  | potassium. 


Latin  Ldiom; 

Recipe  Digitalis  Tincturac  drachmam  unam. 

R-  (Recipe)  ...  (understood) Take  thou 

. , ( num.  adj.  ac.  s.  qual.  and ) 

J (unamj  ...1  agreeing  with  drachmam.  [ one 

( Rule  ii.,  uuus— a— um.  J 

5 (drachmam)  . . . } j dram 

Tinct.  (tincturm)  { “4ufe4.(4Ti4“i"“-  j of  thetincture 
Digit,  (digitalis)...  ["  Ruif“;(a).'lStaiS-S®i  of  digitalis. 

Latin  Ldiom: 

Recipe  Aurantii  Syrupi  unciam  unam. 


R.  (Recipe) 
j.  (unam) 

5 (unciam) 
Syr.  (syrupi) 
Aur.  (aurantii) 


• • • (uuderstood) Take  thou 

. . . (parsed  as  before)  . . . . one 

( n.  f.nc.  s.gov.by  recipe.  Rule)  

•••  ( vili.(u),  uncia— as.  j OUUCe 

( n.  m.  gen.  s.  qual.  unciam. ) t 
( Rule  vi(n),  syrupus — i.  j Ot  syrup 

( n.  neu.  gen.  s.  qual.  syrupi.  ) f „ , 

• • • 1 Rule  vi.(n),  aurantium— ii.  ] 01  orange  peel 
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uucias  octo. 

• • Take  thou 


Liitiii  Idiom: 

Recipe  Dccoctuin  Scoparii  ad 
R.  (Recipe)  •••  (unaerstood)  .. 

» 'k / 1 L \ ( n6ti.  s.  ticc.  gov,  by  recipe, ) rlppootimi 
2)ef0c/.*(decoctuill)  I Buie  viii.(n),  decoctum— i.  J ^ 

( n.  masc.  gen.  s.  qual.  deooc-  d 

(scoparii)  ...| 

jlfJ prep.  gov. uncias.  Buie  viii.G)  np  to 

...  / , , ( nmn.  adj.  indec.  qual.  uncias. ) p:o.i-.i 

VllJ.  (octo.)  ...[  Rnieii. 

- tnripiqq'l  ( n.  f.  nc.  pi.  gov.  by  ad.  ounces. 

^ (^linClclS^  ■■■  ( viii  (6),  uncia— re.  ) 

N.B.— The  student  most  have  a clear  idea  of  the  meaning  of  this 
Ad.  It  means  that  the  dispenser  after  measuring  the  other  ingredients 
must  add  enough  of  the  decoction  to  make  the  entire  quantity  measure  8 oz. 

Latin  Idiom: 

Misce,  fiat  mistura. 

/V.  trans.  imp.  m.  p.  t.  agree- 
\ ing  with  and  gov.  by  (tu)  | ]vt;„ 

<;  understood.  Rule  i.  misceo  ) ^ ’ 

) — ui,  mixtum  or  mistum  I mix, 

t miscere.  ) 

( n.  f.  nom.  s.  governing  fiat. ) ^ mixture 

( Rule  I.,  mistura— 33.  ) 

used  as  passive  of  facio,"^ 
pres.  sub.  3rd  s.  used  as/ 
imp.  gov.  by  and  agreeing!  , mo  dp 
with  mistura;  fio,  factus/ 
sum,  fieri ; to  be  made  or\ 
become.  J 

Latin  Idiom. : 

Capiat  coeblearia  magna  duo  quarta  quaque  hortl  ex  aquai 
paululo. 

'irr.  V.  tr.  sub.  m.  pr.  t.  3rd  \ 

per.  s.  agreeing  with  and  He  may  take, 
...  I gov.  by  (is)  understood  I i i • 

(Jin.  (capiat)  ...<  Rule  i., capio.cepi,  captuni,  Y or  let  Uim 

‘ capere,  the  present,  sub-  I take, 

junctlve  used  as  an  impera-  I 
tive.  Rule  x.(('(). 
f num.  ailj.  ac.  pi.  neut.  qual.  I 
ii.  (duo)  ...  ...  ] and  agreeing  with  coch- i two 

learia.  Rule  ii.  ihio— re— o.  J 


J/.  (misce) 
Jl'is.  (mistura) 
Ft.  (fiat) 


ipjj"  • Some  autliorities  would  ])ut  Decoct,  in  the  genitive— a partitive 
genitive- 1>.,  “ of  decoction.”  In  the  same  way,  where  the  student  meets 
Aquam  arf  in  the  different  prescriptions  throughout  the  Fourth  Part  of 
this  work,  he  may  suljstitute  Aqiue  ad  J.  Either  form  is  correct. 
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Mag.  (magna)  ... 


aclj.  ac.  pi.  neut.  final,  anil') 
agreeing  with  cochlearia.  > lai’ge 
Rule  ii.,  magnus— a— nm.  J ^ 


Coch.  (cochlearia)  So'i&ifhpooaMs 

ipi’on.  indef.  abl.  s.  qualifying'^ 
quodque.  ) 


Ai/  , \ ( num.  ailj.  abl.  s.  qualifying ) 

'rta  ((^liartaj  ...<  ami  agreeing  with  hora.  > fourth 
(.  Rule  ii..  quartns — a— inn.  j 

Hora  j ''-I'af j hour 

R''leix.(c).  out  of  (in) 

n 7 / T>  1 1 \ ( s.  used  as  an  noun,") 

(Failllllo)  ...  j gov.  by  ex,  paulnlus-a  ( a little 

I — um.  ) 

Aq.  (Aquar)  ...  j AT, »* 


GRAMMATICAL  AIDS  TO  PRESCRIPTION  AYRITING. 

Two  languages  differ  in  ivords,  inflections,  and  idioms. 

“A  student  who  wishes  to  read  the  Latin  language  must  thus 
understand  the  meaning  of  its  words;  the  force  of  its  inflections; 
and  the  nature  of  its  idioms.”  ’ 

As  far  as  luords  are  concerned,  a limited  knowledge  of  this 
language,  and  one  sufiicient  for  the  intelligent  reading  and 
writing  of  physicians’  prescriptions,  may  be  obtained  fi-om  the 
following  brief  vocabulary. 

The  inflections  may  be  learned  from  any  Latin  Grammar ; 
whilst  the  student  may  obtain  a fair  conception  of  the  idioms 
or  order  of  words  from  a careful  study  of  the  few  important 
rules  of  Syntax  which  follow. 


A FE'W  RULES  OP  LATIN  SYNTAX  APPLICABLE  TO  THE 
CONSTRUCTION  OP  PHYSICIANS’  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

Syntax  is  generally  divided  into  two  parts — Concord  and 
Government. 

Concord  is  the  agreement  between  two  Latin  words,  one  in- 
fluencing the  other.  There  are  three  concords  ; — 
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1.  A Verb,  with  its  subject  (as  Rule  I). 

2.  Adjectives,  with  the  nouns  which  they  qualify. 

(Rule  II.) 

3.  The  Relative,  with  its  anteeedent.  (Rule  III.) 


Rule  I. 

A personal  verb  agrees  with  its  subject  or  nominative  in 
number  and  person  f as,  E<,o  rub;  Tu.  snmas-Yoyx 

may  take ; Id  liat—lt  may  be  done.  . ^ . ,, 

In  prescription  writing,  the  actrvo  voice  of  verbs  is  geneially 
only  used  in  the  2nd  person  singular  of  the  imperative  mood, 
and^  3rd  person  singular  or  plural  of  the  present  subjunctive. 

The  use  of  the  voice  is  generally  confined  to  the  did 

person  singular  or  plural  of  the  present  subjunctive,  and  the 
different  parts  of  the  gerundive. 


Rule  II. 

Adjectives,  participles,  and  pronouns,  whether  belonging  to 
the  subject  or  the  predicate,  agree  in  gender,  number,  and 
case  with  the  noun  or  the  pronoun  to  which  they  refer , as 
Pulris  vnvs — One  powder;  Uiicia  vna — One  ounce;  oevum 
ynwyirti-rtfwiK— Prepared  suet. 

Rule  III. 

The  relative  must  agree  with  its  antecedent  in  gender, 
number,  and  person  ; as,  Syrvjnis  (pil  ojJtimvs  e.rf— The  syrup 
which  is  best;  Mistuva  qvm  Iona  The  mixture  which  is 
good  ; Hod /cam nit wm  qi/od  ncrilcct/im  cst — The  medicine  which 
has  been  neglected. 

Rule  IV. 

I If  a verb  has  more  than  one  subject  the  verb  must  be  put  in 
the  plural  number  ; as  Pilula  ct  n/istu/'a  cai)hintu/‘  The  pill 
I and  mixture  are  to  be  taken. 


Rule  V. 

A participle  governs  the  same  case  as  the  verb  to  which  it 
belongs  ; as  Avfjcndo  qnant/tatnn—'Bj  increasing  the  quan- 
tity. 

Rule  VI. 

The  Genitive  case  primarily  signifies  the  class  to  which  a 
thing  belongs ; therefore — 

(a)  It  depends  on  another  noun  as  a notion  which  it  qualifies 
or  determines;  as.  2>aJ  I'ci'ix  q /•anum — a grain  of  powder. 
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(h)  Or  it  is  used  to  signify  the  whole  from  which  a part  is 
taken ; as,  nimiuin  dnluris — too  much  (of)  pain. 

(a)  Adverbs  of  quantity,  time,  place,  &c.,  govern  the  partitive 
genitive  ; as,  mtiti  aquai — enough  (of)  water. 

(d)  Adjectives  of  plenty  or  want  govern  a genitive  or  ablative; 
as,  divas  ywmAe— rich  in  quinia;  divas  aqua — rich  in 
water. 

Kulb  VII. 

Dative. — The  sign  of  the  dative  case  is  to  or/or. . 

(a)  Adjectives  which  imply  likeness  or  unlikeness,  advantage 
or  disadvantage,  &c.,  govern  the  dative ; as,  cara  similis 
— like  to  wax. 

(h)  Verbs  of  giving  or  imparting,  &c.,  govern  the  dative  of 
the  indirect  object  as  well  as  the  accusative  of  the  direct 
object:  cmitusam  liquori  raddc — return  the  bruised 
(substance)  to  the  liquor. 


Kule  VIII. 

Accusative.— The  accusative  was  originally  used  to  mark  the 
immediate  object  of  an  action. 


(a) 


a) 


Transitive  verbs  in  the  active  voice  generally  govern  the 
accusative  case;  as,  citratam  Calais  lava — wash  the 
citrate  of  lime. 


Ad  

To,  at,  for. 

Advcrstim,  adversus  ... 

Against,  towards. 

Ante  

...  Before. 

Aqmd 

...  At,  with. 

Circtim ... 

Around. 

Contra  ... 

Against. 

Extra 

...  Outside. 

Infra  ... 

Below. 

Inter  

Between,  among. 

01}  

On  account  of. 

Per  

Through,  by. 

Pone 

Behind. 

Post  

After. 

Pro'pe 

Near. 

Secundum.  

Following,  or 
according  to. 

Supra  ... 

Above. 
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CrJ  The  following  prepositions  govern  the  Ablative  as  well  as 
the  Accusative  : — 

(ac.)  Into  ; (ab.)  in. 

(ac.)  Under  ; (ab.)  near. 

Under. 


Rule  IX. 

The  Ablative  received  its  name  because  it  signifies  ablation, 
or  separation,  the  sign  of  which  is  from. 

(a)  Cause,  manner,  means,  instrument,  time  when,  and  place 
where,  are  put  in  the  ablative ; as,  hahico  avencB  in  a 
bath  of  sand. 

(j)j  Ojuts  and  tisiis  are  followed  by  an  ablative  ; as,  ctoo  opua 
cst  nnh/s — we  have  need  of  food.  ^ _ 

(.••)  The  definite  answer  to  the  questions  “ when”  or  “ how  is 
expressed  by  a noun  or  pronoun  and  a participle  in  the 
ablative  case,  and  is  called  the  ablative  absolute  ; as, 
liquiirihus  iniiiiibus  viLvtis — all  the  liquors  having  been 
mixed. 


The  following  prepositions  govern  the  Ablative 


A.ab,alix 

Away,  from,  by. 

Cum 

With. 

IJC  

Down,  from,  of,  about. 

E,ex 

Out  of,  from,  after. 

Pro; 

Before,  because  of. 

Pre  

For,  before,  according  to. 

Sine 

Without. 

Utor,  ahutor,  and  a few  other 

verbs  govern  the  ablative 

as,  vtutur  s 


Rule  X. 

The  imperative  mood  is  used  to  express  requests  or  com- 
mands ; as,  Recipe — Take  (thou). 

()i)  The  present  subjunctive  mood  is  often  used  instead  of  the 
imperative  ; a.s,Jiat  mixtum — let  the  mixture  be  made. 
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LATIN  WORDS  AND  PHRASES  MOST  FREQUENTLY 
USED  IN  PRESCRIPTIONS,  FULLY  EXPLAINED.* 

Aa,  Ana  (Greek  preposition)  of  each. 

A,  ab,  prep,  by  or  from  (governs  abl.) 

Ad  3tiam  vicem=ad  tertiam  vicem.  For  three  times. 

Ad  lib.  = ad  libitum.  llulcym.')  At  pleasure. 

Add^Adde,  im,  m.  (uddo,  -didi,  -ditum,  -ere.')  Add. 

Ad  mov.  = Admove,  'im,  vi.  QAdvnn-en,  -ti,  -turn,  -ere.  Apply, 
i^ger,  aegra,  aegrum,  adj.  Sick.  (The  Patient.) 

Alb  us  (-?/•?,  -a,  -urn,  adj.)  White. 

A.  H.,  Alternis  Horis.  {fih.  2>l.  Iliile  \:s..)  Every  other  hour. 
Alvus  (-/,  n.,fem.)  The  Bowels. 

Alvo  Adst.=Alvo  adsUicta.  The  bowels  being  confined. 
Amplus  (-?<.?,  -a,  -wm,  adj.)  Large. 

App.  = Applicaudum.  (-?/.«,  -a,  -vm,  fjervndire.)  To  be 
applied. 


Aq.  = Aqua. 

(-(e,  n.f.)  Water. 

Aq.  Bull.  = 

Aqua  Bulliens.  {-enti.'t,  adj.) 

Boiling  water. 

,,  Com.  = 

„ Commuuis.  (-/.q  -e,  adj.) 

Common  ,, 

,,  Dest.  = 

„ Destillata.  rti'U.)  Distilled 

,,  Ferv.  = 

„ Fervens.  {-ent/.<t,  adj.) 

Hot  „ 

,,  Font.  = 

,,  Fontalis.  (-/>,  -e,  adj.) 

Spring  „ 

,,  Mar.  = 

„ Marina.  -a,  -nm,  adj.) 

Sea  ,, 

„ Niv.  = 

„ Nivalis.  (-i.s,  -r,  adj.) 

Snow  ,, 

„ Pluv.  = 

,,  Pluvialis  (-is,  -e,  adj.) 

Rain  ,, 

Auris  (-«,  >1. 

f. ) The  ear. 

Aut  (eo»j.) 

Or. 

Balneum  (-e 

i,  n.  iiev.)  A bath. 

Bene  (ad-v.)  Well. 

Bibo.  (J)ihrrc  r.  3rd  coiij.)  To  drink. 

Bis  lnd.  = Bis  Indies,  (adr.)  Twice  a day. 


* Aisbiihviations  Used. — «6.  or  ab!.,  ablative ; nr.,  accusative ; ad.  or 
adj.,  adjective  ; adv.,  adverb ; coy.,  conjunction  ;/.,  feminine  ; gen.,  genitive  ; 
m.  or  imp.,  imperative:  indec.,  indeclinable;  f « dr/.,  indefinite ; irr.,  irregu- 
lar ; ni.  or  masc.,  masculine  ; m.  or  mo.,  mood  ; n.  or  no.,  noun  ; noin.  or  no., 
nominative  ; nvm.,  numeral ; neu.,  neuter  ; pas.,  jiassive ; 2>arl.,  ivirticijile  ; 
p.,  pr.,  or  pres.,  pnsent:  jd.,  plural  ; prep.,  preposition;  }>ron.,  pronoun; 
s.,  singular;  snb.,  subjunctive ; t.,  tense ; tr.,  transitive  ; r.  verb. 
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B P.  or  B.  Ph.  = British  PharmacopcEia. 

Brachium  (-O',  «•  «('«•)  The  aim. 

C.  = Cura.  (jov.  (ihL  See  Rule  ix.)  M ith. 

Calidus  (-«■'•,  Warm. 

Calor  {-ovix,  n.  maxc.)  Heat. 

Capio.  (See  Cpt.)  To  take. 

Caput  «•  »>'»■)  The  head. 

Cataplasma  {-atix,  )i.  /u-ii.')  A poultice. 

Ceratum  (-/,  n.  ttcii.')  An  ointment  or  cerate. 

Charta  (-fP,  A powder  or  a paper. 

Cibus  (-/,  viiixc.')  Food. 

Circa  {pi't'P-  {/<’>'■  <it'>'i'x.)  Around. 

Coch.  = Cochiear,  Cochleare,  or  Cochlearium.  (n.  A 

spoonful. 

Coch.  Amp.  = Cochlear  {-arix')  Amplum.  (-«■«,  -a, 

A tablespoonful. 

Mag.  = Cochlear  (-nr/x)  Magnum.  (-«•«,  -a,  «'(/•) 

” A large  spoonful ; or  a tablespoonful. 

Med.  = Cochlear  (-ar/x')  Medium  or  Modicum.  Q-iix,  -a, 
-init,a(lj.)  A dessert-spoonful. 

Min.  = Cochlear  (-rtri-v)  Minimum,  (-iix,  -a, (idj.) 
A small  teaspoonful. 

„ Parv.  = Cochlear  (-tirix')  Parvum.  (_-nx,  -a,  -uiii,  adj.) 
A Teaspoonful. 

Cochleat.  = Cochleatim.  (Hrfr.)  By  spoonfuls. 

Coena  (-re,  «./.)  Supper. 

Coll.  = Collyrium.  (-//,«.  An  eye-wash. 

Colo  {-iivi,  -atum,  -arc,  r.  «.)  To  strain. 

Co.  = Compositus.  Q-ux, -a, -uin,  adj.)  Compound. 

Comp.  = Compositus.  Q-nx, -a, -inn,  2>(iid.)  Compounded. 
Confectio  {-nnix,  n.  f.)  A confection  or  electuary. 

Cong.  = Congius.  n.  inaxc.)  A gallon. 

Conserva  (-rr,  n.f.)  A conserve  or  electuary. 

Coq.  = Coque.  {coqnn,  -.ri,  -rtiiin,  -ere,  r.,  iin.  vi.)  Boil. 

Cpt.  = Capiat.  (pr.  xnh.  3rd  2)er.  x.,  capin,  cepi,  captum 
ca2)crc.  Jhrle  x.)  Let  the  patient  take. 

Cras  (adr.)  To-inorrow. 

Crus  {('rnrix,  n.  neu.)  The  leg. 

Cuj.  = Cujus.  {'Jcii.  X.  of  qui,  qua',  quod.)  Of  which. 

Cum  (yuv'y;.  r/or.  r/A?.)  With. 
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Cyath.  — Cyathus.  {-i,  n.  viaso.')  A glass. 

C.  Vi nar.  = Cyathus  Vinarius.  A wine-glass. 

D.  = Dosis.  {D(>sis,oi.f.')  A close. 

Da  I _ Da  {do,  dcdi,  datvm,  dare,  imp.  m.,  } Give  • 

Det.  I Detur.  pn-6‘.  siik,  3vd p.  .v.  / Let  it  be  given, 

Decoctum  (-/,  n.  mm.')  A decoction. 

Decub.  = Decubitus,  {-vs, -a, -vm, part.)  Lying  down. 


De  d.  I _De  die  {-cs,  -ri,  71.  mn.^o.,  ah.  s. 
in  d.  I in  diem.  {Rule  viii.) 

Dej.  I _Dejectiones  {-07iv7n,  71.  pi.) 

Alv.  ( Alvi.  {-i,  v.f.  f/c7i.s.) 

Dens  {dnitis,  71.  771.)  A tooth. 

Dexter  {-ti-a,  -tnm,  adj.)  Right, 

Dieb.  I ^Diebus  {-es, -ei,  71.  ah. pi.  RnUix.)  , y 
Alt.  ) A:^^eT:ms.{-us,-a.,-7m,adj.pl.ah.m.  i?«;6'ii.)  | otherday 

Digitus  {-i,  71.  m.)  A finger. 

Dim.  = Dimidius.  {-vs, -ti, -urn,  adj.)  One  half. 

Div.  = Divide,  {-do,  -risi,  -ci.wm,  -deix,  im.  w.)  Divide. 


Rule  ix.  I From  day 
j to  dajn 
I Stools,  or  motion 
j of  the  bowel. 


I Every 


Dividatur  {-vido,  -visi,  -sum,  -ere,  r.  3/‘d 


Let  it  be 

divided 

into 

parts 

equal. 


27er.  s.  2J7'S.  2)ass.  .suh.) 

= in  {2mp.  goT.  pai-tes.  Rule  vm.c.) 
partes  {ji.  ac.  2jI.,  gov.  hg  in.) 

A5quales(rt.c7j.,  agreeing  ivitU  partesd) 

Dolor  {-oris,  7i.  7nasc.)  Pain. 

Do  nec  {co7ij.)  Until. 

Durant.  ( _ Durante  {-a7is, -a7itis,  gycu-t.)  [ While  the  pain 

Dolor.  ( Dolore  {-oris,  n.  7/iasc.)  j lasts. 

Dos.  = Dosis.  {is,  accusative  dosin,  n.  f.)  A dose. 

Drachma  {-cc,  v.f.)  A dram. 

Dulcis  {-is,  -is,  -e,  adj.)  Sweet 
Dum  {adv.)  Whilst, 

Duo  {duo,  -w,  -0,  adj.)  Two. 

E or  Ex  {pi'cg).  gor.  ahl.)  Out  of. 

Ejusd.  = Ejusdem.  {idem,  eadem,  idc7n,  gen.  s.)  Of  the 
same. 

EfFervescentia  {-cc,  n.f.)  EfiEervescence. 

Elect  = Electuarium.  {-it,  71. 7ie7i.)  An  electuary. 

Emesis  (-is,  71.  f.)  Vomiting. 

Emplastrum  {-tri,  71.  7icv.)  A plaster. 

Enema  {-atis,  71, 7ic7t.)  An  enema  or  clyster. 


pREScrvirTiox  aveiting. 
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Et  Cconj.)  And. 

Extractum  {-i,  n.  nmr)  An  extract. 

F.  = Fac.  (facio,  fed,  fnctum,  faoere,  vmp.  m.,  ^nd  p. 

Make. 

Facies  [•ei,  n.f.)  The  face. 

Febris  (-/.S’,  w./.)  Fever. 

Febricula  (-iv,  «./•)  Fever. 

Fer  = Ferrnm.  n.  ■nen.')  Iron. 

Ferv  = Fervens.  (-cw-x, -cw.?, -c«//.s’,  Hot. 

Flatus  w.  vinxe.')  Flatulence. 

Flavus  C-n!i,-(i,-)n>i,adj.')  Yellow. 

Flos  {-ori-i,  n.  masc.)  A flower. 

Fol.  = Folium  (-/!,  n.  veti.)  A leaf. 

Frigidus  (-«,  -v»i,  Cold. 

Frequenter  {adv.)  Frequently. 

Ft  =Fiat.  ( ti(>,fitcfii->i.feri.2»'e.^-  made. 

Ft.  = Fiant.  Us  „ ••  „ j;/.)  Let  them  be  made 

Garg.  = Gargarisma.  n.  7icu.)  A gargle. 

Genu  (-)!■%  n.  neu').  The  knee. 

Gradatim  {adr.)  By  degrees. 

Gr.  = Granum.  (-i,  >i.  neu.)  A grain. 

Gtt.  = Gutta.  (-rr,  ?(./.)  A drop. 

Guttat.  = Guttatim.  {adv.)  By  drops. 

H.  = Hora.  {-(P,u.f.)  An  hour. 

Haust.  = Haustus.  (-?/.x,  «.  A draught. 

Hebdomas  {-adh^  n.f.)  A week. 

Heri  {adv.)  Yesterday. 

Hodie  {adv.)  To-day. 

Hora  (-^,  «./.)  An  hour. 

H.S.S.  = Hora  Somni  Sumendum.  To  be  taken  at  bed-hour. 
Idem  {Id eiu,  ead eui , id em , pvan.)  The  same. 

In  {peep.  (/ov.  aid.  or  nee.')  In  or  into. 

In  d.  = ln-diei3.  {adv.)  From  day  to  day  or  daily. 

Injectio  {-oui.s-,  u.  f.)  An  injection. 

Infra  {prej).  rpiv.  aee.)  Below. 

Infrico  {-eui,  -etiiui,  and  -eatuiu,  -are.)  To  rub  in. 

Infusum  (-/,  n.  neu.)  An  infusion. 

Intime  {adv.)  Thoroughly. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  MEDICINES. 


Jecur  ijecoris,  m.  ncu.)  The  liver. 

Latus  {-cris,  n.  7ieu.')  The  side. 

Laxativus  -mw;,  adj.')  Laxative. 

Levis  (-/.s,  -is,  -c,  adji) ' Light. 

Libra  {-cp,  -«./.)  A pound. 

Lin.  = Linimentum.  {-i,  n.  ncu.-)  A liniment. 

Liquidus  (-?/.<?,  -a,  -vm,  adj.)  Liquid. 

Liquor  (^-oTis,  n.,  masc.')  A liquid. 

Lytta  (-«,  n.f.')  Cantharides. 

Lotio  C-oww,  n.f.')  A lotion. 

Macero  {^nvi,  -atwn,  -ave.)  To  macerate. 

Mag.  = Magnus.  Q-us, -a, -tim,  adj.)  Large. 

Mane  (jndecl.  nev.  n.—nsed  adverbially.)  In  the  morning. 
Mane  Primo  Qadv.)  Very  early  in  the  morning. 

M . = Massa.  ?t.  f)  A mass. 

M.  = Misce  Qmisceo,  viiscui,  mistum,  miscere,  yres.  imper.)  Mix. 
M.  or  Min.  = Minimum  {-i,  n.  nen.)  A minim. 

Med.  = Medicamentum  (-?,  n.  nen.)  A medicine. 

Medius  (-ns,  -a,  -um,  adj.)  Middle. 

Mensura  (-«,  n.f.)  A measure  or  by  measure. 

Meridies  (-ei,  n.  niasc.)  Mid-day  or  noon. 

M ist.  = Mistura  (-a,  n.f.)  A mixture. 

M itte  (initto,  viisi,  niissnin,  niittere,2nd  j).  s.yn’es.  imjjev.)  Send. 
Modicus  (-ns,  -a,  um,  adj.)  Middle-sized. 

Mol.  = Mollis  (-e,  adj.)  Soft. 

More  diet.  = More  dicto.  (more,  mos,  -ris,  n.  niasc.;  dicta,  dice. 

-XI,  -ctuni.  -ere,  j)artici2)le.)  In  the  manner  directed. 
More  soL  = More  solito.  (soUtus  snin,  solere,  v.  nen. passive. 

accustomed.)  In  the  usual  manner. 

Morbus '(-i,  M.  wnisc.)  Disease, 

M. P.  = Massa  Pilularis.  A pill  mass. 

Nig.  = Niger  (-ra,  -rum,  adj.)  Black. 

Nisi  {conj.)  Unless. 

Nox  (noctis,  n.f.)  Night. 

N. P.  = Nomen  Proprium.  The  proper  name. 

Nux  (nnc'bs,  n.f)  A nut. 

Octarius  (-ii,  n.  niasc.)  A pint. 

Oculus  (-i,  n.  niasc.)  An  eye. 

Oleum  (-ei,  n.  nen.)  Oil. 
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Om.  = Oinnis  (-w,  -is,  -e,  adj.)  All  ; every. 

Omn.  Hor.  = OmmHora.  Every  hour. 

Omn.  Quadr.  Hor.=  Omni  Quadrante  Horm.  (^Quadrans, 
-tis.  ab.f.)  Every  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Ope  = Opis  (-is,  n.f.  ab.  s.  Rule  ix.(rt).  By  the  aid  of. 
Optimus  (-us,  -a,  -urn,  adj.)  Best. 

Opus  (ojjeris,  ii,  ueii.')  Need  or  occasion. 

Pars  (-fis,  n.f.)  A part. 

P.  /E.  = Partes  ^Equates  (-is,  -is,  -e.  adj.)  Equal  parts. 
Parvulus  (-ns,  -a,  -vm,  adj.)  Very  little, 

Paul  = Paululus,  (-ns, -a, -um,  adj.)  Little. 

Parvus  (-HS,  -a,  -urn,  adj.)  Little  ; small. 

Pectus  (-oris,  n.  ncu.)  The  breast. 

Per  (prej).  ijovcrns  acc.)  Through. 

[ Pes  (pedis,  n.  nia.se.)  The  foot. 

1 Pil.=  Pilula  (-ce,  n.f.)  A pill. 

1 Pocul  = Poculum  (-/,  71.  71CU.)  A cup — a little  cup. 

I Pol  lex  (-ids,  71.  7/iasc.)  The  thumb. 

I Pone  (2>rep.  tjov.  ace.)  Behind. 

Post  (jfrep.  gov.  acc.)  After. 

Postea  (adv.)  Afterwards. 

P.  P.  A.^Phiala  prius  agitata  [ablative  absolute)  The  bottle 
having  been  first  shaken. 

Prandium  (-ii,  n.  /leu.)  Dinner. 

|i  Primus  (-us,  -a,  -uin,  adj.)  First. 

£ P.  R.  N.  = Pro  re  uata  (adve/djial  /jJwast'j.  Occasionally,  or 
j according  to  circumstances. 

Pro  {2>i'e27.  gov.  uM.)  Before. 

Pulmo  (-onis,  71.  mase.)  A lung. 

Pulv.  = Pulvis  (-veris,  71.  muse.)  A powder. 

Q.  Q.  — Quaque /,  or  Quoque  muse.  (2uis2ue,  2U(V2ue,  guodque, 
abl.  s.  indef.  2>rn.)  Each  or  every. 


As  much  as 
is  suflicieut. 


Quantum  (adv.) 

SiifEciat.  (s/ijlido,  -feci,  -fectum 


Q- 


Quaque  Hora  [abl.  of  quisguc,  (2U(Vi2ue,(2Uodi2Uc,2>ron.)  Each 
hour. 

Quartus  [-us,  -a,  -um,  adj.)  Fourth. 

Quintus  [-US,  -a,  -um,  adj.)  Fifth. 

Quor.  = (iuorum  [gui,  gnee,  good,  gfi'on.)  Of  which. 
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ADMINISTEATION  OF  MEDrCTNES. 


Quater  (adv.')  Four  times. 

Q u i b us  (qui  qnw,  quod,  rd.  pvon.  ah.  qd.)  From  which, 
yuoticlie  Daily, 

R.--Eecipe  Qrccij)^,  rcoeqn,  rcccidum,  rcoqwre,  im.  m.)  Take 

LOOU. 

Rad.  = Eadix  ?i./.)  A root. 

Rec.  = Eecens  {-ens,  -e7is,  -ctm,  adj.')  Fresh. 

1 Eepetatur  {I'cputo,  -hi,  -itum,  ) Let  it  be  repeated. 
Kepet.  < -cro,  ,wh.  711.  3vd  a. 

OA  1 Repetantur  (5/yZ  j Let  them  be  repeated. 

ij.A.  — becundum  Artem  {secmuhm,  lirep.;  ai'S,  ai'ti.'s  ji 

According  to  art.  - '' 

Saepe  {adv.)  Often. 

Scrupulus  {-i,  71.  masc.)  A scruple. 

Secundus  (-?w,  -a,  -twi,  adj.)  Second. 

Sem.  = Semen  {-mis,  71. 7ic7t,.)  Seed. 

Semiuncia  (-«?,  71.  f.)  A half-ounce. 

Separatim  {adv.)  Separately. 

Sesquih=Sesquihora  {sesquihora,  -cp,  71.  f.)  An  hour  and  a 
half. 

Sextus  {-71.7,  -a,  -7(m,  adj.)  Sixth. 

Si  {oo7ij.)  If. 

Sig  = Signa.  {sig7io, -avi, -at7t,m, -ai-e,  im.  m.)  Mark  thou. 
Simul  (flrf'!-.)  Together;  at  the  same  time. 

Sine  {p7-cp.)  Without  {gnv.  aid.) 

Sing=  Singuloram  {smgkus,  -a,  -V7n,  adj.)  Of  each. 

Si  op.  sit  = Si  opus  sit.  If  neces-sary. 

S\\  {s7im,f7i.i,  csse,p.  siih.)  Let  it  be. 

S.N.  Secundum  iSlaturam  {-a,  -m,  7i.f.)  According  to  nature. 
Solve  {solvo,  solvi,  sol7tt7im,  solvci-e.)  Dissolve. 

Somnus  {-i,  71.  uiasc.)  Sleep. 

Spt.  = Spiritus  {-7(s,  n.  maso.)  Spirit. 

Ss.  = Semis  (-is,  -issis,  71. 7naso.)  A half. 

S.  S.  = Statim  Sumendum.  To  be  taken  immediately. 

St.  = Sumat.  {.77(7)10,  .sunipsi,  S7i7i)pti:7n,  S7t7nei'e,  pi',  .svh.)  Let 
him  take. 

Stat.  = Statim.  {adv.)  Immediately. 

Sub_.  {pvep.  gov.  ace.  or  abl)  Under. 

Subinde  {adv.)  Frequently. 

Suc.=:Succus  {-i,  71.  7)taso.)  Juice. 

Sum.=Sume  {.77(7)10,  .wwyw/,  S7()))q7f7())),  .77()))C)r,  i))).  ?«.)  Take. 
Super  {prep.  gov.  acc.  or  ahl.)  Over. 

Supra  (prep.  gov.  acc.)  Above. 

Syrupus  (-/.  71.  7)iasc.)  Syrup. 

Talis  {talis,  talis,  tale,  adj.)  *Such. 

Ter  {adv.)  Thrice. 
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Tere  (tcro,  trivK  frituw,  ti'rerc,  -/iii.  vi.)  Rub. 

Tertius  Third. 

Thorax  (^-iic/x,  )i.  vKisc.^  The  chest. 

Tr.  or  Tinct.=Tinctura  (-(7>,  «./.)  A tincture. 

Trit.=Tritura  {ti-itviv,  tr/tvrarr,  Ivi.  m.')  Triturate.  Grind. 
Tussis  A cough. 

Una  (jidc.')  Together. 

Uncia  (-re,  «./.)  An  ounce. 

Ungt.=Unguentum  (^-l,  n.  ncu.')  Anointment. 

Unus  (-^f, -w»'. '■"'O'-)  One. 

Ut  Diet.  I =Ut  Dictum.  As  directed. 

Utend.  I =Utendum.  (-71s,  -a,  -mn,  /fmaidirc.')  To  be  used. 
Vac.  Ven.= Vacuo  Ventriculo  (ndj.  71.,  ah.  -d?/!/.  Bulc  ix.  («.) 

On  an  empty  stomach. 

Vel  {c(7nj.')  Or. 

Vena  (-rc,  71.  f.)  A vein. 

Venenum  (-/,  n.  ne7(.')  Poison. 

Ver=Veru=.  (-w-s-,  -a,  -71177,  adj.)  Genuine. 

' Vesicatorius  (-«•'■,  -n,  -um,  adj.)  Blistering. 

Vesp  =Vesper  (-rr/.«,  w.  777  ase.)  The  evening. 

' Vetus  (-«■'•,  -1177,  adj.)  Old. 

' Vices  dcfccti7-(‘.)  Time. 

' Viginti  {niimci-al  adj.  indcc.)  Twent}'. 
i'  Vinum  (-/,  71.  77C71.)  Wine. 

1'  Virus  (-7,  77.  77C71.)  Poison. 

' Vitellus  {-I,  71. 7/w-sc.)  Yolk  (/.r.  of  egg), 
li'  Vomicus  (-?«,  -a,  -w«*,  ndj.)  Nauseating. 

V Vomitus  (-«.?,  '77.  mane.)  Vomiting. 

Vulnus  {-ci'/n,  77.  iieii.)  A wound. 
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PRESCRIPTION  HEADING.* 

The  autograph  prescriptions  on  the  following  left-hand  pages, 
II  with  their  translation  into  unabbreviated  Latin  and  English 
on  the  right-hand  pages,  will  give  the  student  a better  idea  of 
how  he  should  write  a recipe  than  the  perusal  of  a volume  of 
printed  formulas. 


* Those  who  wisli  to  study  tlie  difficiiltus  of  prcscriiition  reailing  shoulil 
consult  Jlr.  Proctor’s  book  011  Pharmacy,  whicli  contains  a vnlunbic  selection 
of  autograph  prescriptions. 


^Ajnst. 


S/U^3^z^  f}-i^ 

^7Z€^.cAi;  ^ 

/lc£,  ^i/// 

A^.  ^ 

c^-^T 

^oc^,  3 / 

^^ir-2  :^-  8^/ 
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rEESCTJPTIOX  PEADIXG. 


1(11) 


Mr. 

Recipe. 

Iridin  grcimim  umim. 

Pulveris  Ipecacuanlm  quadrantem  gram.  _ 
Extracli  Nucis  Vomicce  quadrantem  grani. 
Fihdce  Colocynthidis  et  Hgoscgami  grana  trice. 

misce. 

Fiat  Pihila,  mitfe  tales  sex  {deanrentw').  Capiat  unam- 
liord  somni. 


Infusi  Sennee  Compositi  uncias  sex  cum  semisse. 
Tinctune  Ejusdem  semiunciam. 

Mannce  Optimee. 

Magnesii  Sidphcdis  ana  drachmas  cquatuor-. 


Fiat  mistvra  ajieviens.  Capiat  cj/athuDi  magninii  wane 
seqvente  vacuo  vcnirievlo. 

Xov.  25th,  ’81. 

H.  S.  E. 


Take 

1 grain  of  Mdin. 

i gi-ain  of  Powder  of  Ipecacuanha. 

1 grain  of  Extract  of  Nnx  Vomica. 

3 gi-ains  of  Pill  of  Colocynth  and  HvoscyamnS. 

mix. 


Make  a pill.  Send  six  such  (pills).  Let  them  be  gilded. 
Take  one  at  bed-hour. 


Take 

ounces  of  Compound  Infusion  of  Senna, 
ii  ounce  of  the  Tincture  of  the  same. 

•1  drams  of  best  Manna. 

•1  drams  of  Sulphate  of  Magnesium.  mix. 

Make  an  aperient  mixture.  Take  a large  glassful  (he  fol- 
lowing morning  on  an  empty  stomachs 

Nov.  25th,  '81. 


H.S.E. 


WEt.X.XNQTOW  PxxACE, 


yC7/~ 


A^ 


/S^. 


-1^^,  _ e^-' 

"ZZtm  ^5*^-^Sie->x^ 
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Ill 


Recipe 

xicidi  Sulphurici  Diluti  semiunciccm. 

Quinince  Sulphatis  grana  duodecim, 

Liquoris  Morphince  Hgdrocliloratis  drachmam 
unctm. 

xiquce  Cinnamomi  ad  xincias  sex. 

misce. 

Signa,  semlunciam  ex  cyathis  vinariis  duoius  aq^uee  qnarta 
/juaque  Itora. 


Recipe 

Linimenti  Chloroformi  uncias  quatiior. 


Signa,  “ AjJj^licandum  ojye  lintci  et  serici  oleati  mane  noc- 
tecpie." 


Nov.  26tli,  ’81. 


J.  Cuming. 


Take 

^ ounce  of  Diluted  Sulphuric  Acid. 

12  grains  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine. 

1 ch-am  of  Solution  of  Hycbochlorate  of  Morphine. 
Cinnamon  Water  to  6 ounces. 

mix. 

Mark  it,  “ Half  an  ounce  (one  tablespoonful)  in  two  wine- 
glassfuls  of  water  every  fourth  hour.” 

Take 

■1  ounces  of  Liniment  of  Cliloroform. 

Mark  it,  “ To  be  applied  by  the  aid  of  lint  and  oiled  silk 
morning  and  night.” 


Nov.  26th,  ’81. 


J.  Cuming. 


5.  Glenlall  Place, 

Belfast. 
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Mrs.  Crawford, 

Recipe 

Feiri  Arseniatis  granum  umim. 

Ferri  Redacti, 

Quinice  Sulphatis,  ana  semidrachmam. 

ExtracH  Niicis  Vomicce  grcma  quatuor. 

misce. 

Divide  in  pUiilatt  mlccim.  S'umaf  unam  bis  indies  post  oibos 
nt  dictum. 

J.W.T.S. 

23rd  March. 

Take 

1 grain  of  Arseniate  of  Iron. 

Reduced  Iron, 

Sulphate  of  Quiuia  (or  Quinine),  of  each  half  a di’aru. 

4 gi’s.  of  Extract  of  Nux  Vomica. 

mix. 

Divide  into  sixteen  pills. 

Take  one  twice  a day  after  meals  as  directed. 

J.W.T.8. 

23rd  March. 


n 
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Mr. 

Recipe 

PotasscB  HydriodcUis  drctchtnctin  uiutni  cum 
semisse. 

Vini  Ipecacuanlice  drachmas  duas. 

TinchircB  Calumlce  semiimciam. 

Aqiice  uncias  quatuor  cum  semisse. 

Syrupi  semiimciam. 

Hat  mistura. 

2,  12 


misce. 

A.G. 


Take 

U drams  of  HycModate  of  Potasli. 

(U  drams  of  Iodide  of  Potassium). 

2 drams  of  Ipecacuanha  Wine. 

ounce  of  Tincture  of  Calumba. 
li  ounces  of  Water. 

A ounce  of  Syrup.  mix. 

Wake  a mixture. 

A tcaspoonful  twice  daily  in  water  after  food. 


2/  12/  -m. 


A.G. 
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Master  IF.  L.  Maxwell 
Recipe 

Solutionis  Movphice  Acetatis  senikl)  cichniani, 

Liquoris  Antiinonii  TartarcUi  drachmas  duas. 

Sijrupi  Aurantii  Floris  drachmas  sex. 

AqucB  Ammonii  Acetatis  uncuim  imam  cum 
semisse. 

Aqiue  PurcB  ad  uncias  sex. 

misce. 

('ri')lat  cochleare  inium  medium  secmulis  horis. 

T.K.W. 

Mittv  EmplastrumVencatorium  Imjiis  foruuc  et  magnitudinis 
rcgioni  cordis  apgdicatidum, 

Nov.  1st,  1881. 

Take 

i dram  of  Soliitiou  of  Acetate  of  Morphia  (or  Morphine), 
•i  drams  of  Solution  of  Tartarated  Antimony. 

C)  drams  of  Syi’up  of  Orange  Flower. 

H ounces  of  Water  of  Acetate  of  Ammonium. 

Pure  Water  to  6 ounces. 

mix. 

Take  a dessert-spoonful  every  second  hour, 

T.K.W. 

Nov.  Ist,  1881. 

Send  a blister  of  this  .shape  and  size,  to  be  applied  over  the 
region  of  the  heart. 


14,  Saville  Row, 


Londoi^. 


4/  . 


^/^//  / 


/^  ^rr^ 
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Take  of 


Beai'berry  Leaves, 


Half-an-ounce. 


Hot  Distilled  Water, 

Niue  ounces. 


Macerate  for  three  hours. 

Then  boil  to  eight  ounces  with  a gentle  heat,  and  strain. 
Add  to  the  strained  liquid. 

One  dram  of 

Tincture  of  Henbane. 

Make  a mixture, 

Of  which  let  a third  part  be  taken  three  times  a day. 
(Signed), 


B.  G.  Brodie. 


4th  May,  185G. 


Mr.  Ooskar. 


r 


fy/ 

XZz}^ ^ 


J2.*=^ 


r?7^. 


Om^,  Si^/Z^^_ 
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Euonijmia  grand  duo. 

Massce  PiluU  Hydrargijri  grand  duo. 

Massce  Pilulcc  Golocgnthidis  Composite^  grana 
duo. 


misce. 


Jlitte  oeto— capiat  nnam  secunda  quaque  nocte  hura  somnl. 


Recipe 

Sulphafis  Magnesice  unckis  duas. 

Sulphaiis  Quinma;  drachmani  unam. 

Syrupi  Aurantii  imcias  duas. 

Tincturce  Senna;  Composila;  imcias  duas. 

Aqua;  Puree  ad  uncias  duodecim. 

Tincturce  Digitalis  drachmas  duas. 

misce. 

Capiat  semhmeiam  (pliiala  pvius  agitata ) omni gyrimo  mane 
mcridicqvc,  liora  cam  semisse  ante  cibnni. 

Recipe 

Spiritus  Camphorati  uncias  duas. 

Otei  Camphorati  ad  uncias  sex. 

Tinctura;  Thchaicce  uncidm  unam. 

misce. 

Semiunciain  (pliiala  prlus  agitata)  bene  infricandain  infra 
genu  sinistrum  otnni  nocte. 

A.K.Y. 

28/  ()/  '81. 

[over. 
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Take 

2 grains  of  Euonymin. 

2 grains  of  the  pill  mass  of  Mercury. 

2 grains  of  the  Compound  pill  mass  of  Colocynth. 

mix. 

Send  8 pills.  Take  one  every  second  night  at  bed-hour. 

Take 

2 ounces  of  Sulphate  of  Magnesia. 

1 dram  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine. 

2 ounces  of  Syrup  of  Orange  Peel. 

2 ounces  of  Compound  Tincture  of  Senna. 

Pure  Water  to  12  ounces. 

2 drams  of  Tincture  of  Digitalis.  mix. 

Take  ^ oz.  (the  bottle  having  been  first  shaken)  the  first 
thing  every  morning,  and  every  middle  of  the  day  one  hour 
and  a half  before  food. 

Take 

2 ounces  of  Camphorated  Spirit. 

Camphorated  Oil  to  6 ounces. 

1 ounce  of  Tincture  of  Thebaica.*  mix. 

^ oz.  (the  bottle  having  been  first  shaken)  to  be  well  rubbed 
in  beneath  the  left  knee  every  night. 

A.K.Y. 

28/  6/  ’81. 


* (Lniidanuni.)  This  word  was  used  by  the  prescribe!’  in  order  that  the 
patient  might  not  know  that  he  was  using  a preparation  of  opium.  It  is 
obsolete. 
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GEOUPS  OF  THEEAPEUTIC  AGENTS. 

As  the  junior  student  will  be  frequently  meeting  in  the  iMateria 
Medica  portion  of  this  work  with  words  whose  meaning  he 
cannot  understand,  the  following  brief  glossary  is  inserted 
here,  not  as  an  attempt  to  classify  remedies,  but  merely  for 
facility  of  reference,  in  order  to  explain  terms  in  constant  use 
which  apply  to  many  groups  of  well-known  remedies. 

There  are  tioo  well  recognised  and  often  mentioned  effects  of 
a remedy — the  Physiological  and  the  Therapeutical — and  the 
student  should  be  familiar  with  both  these  terms. 

By  the  Physiological  action  of  a medicine  is  generally  meant 
the  effects  which  the  medicine  will  produce  when  administered 
to  a patient  in /(mff/i;  though  it  should  be  remembered  that 
to  produce  these  effects  a perfectly  healthy  state  is  not  neces- 
sary. Thus,  if  10  or  20  grs.  of  quinine  be  administered  to  a 
perfectly  healthy  subject,  the  constitutional  effect  of  the 
remedy  soon  shows  itself  in  the  characteristic  group  of  symp- 
toms. called  cinchonism.  This  is  spoken  of  as  the  Physiological 
or  Primary  action  of  quinine.  If  a medicinal  dose  of  this  drug 
be  administered  to  a patient  ill  with  the  ague  or  neuralgia,  it 
will  be  found  to  remove  the  disease  ; this  is  the  Therapeutical 
or  Secondary  effect  of  the  remedy.  Suppose,  however,  the 
dose  be  a very  large  one  ; as  in  the  first  instance,  the  remedy 
may  produce  cinchonism,  even  though  the  patient  have  ague 
or  neuralgia,  and  in  this  case  the  effects  would  still  be  called 
Physiological.  It  will  thus  be  understood  that,  in  administer- 
ing a remedy  in  disease,  the  physician  often  desires  it  to 
be  given  in  such  a quantity  that  the  Physiological  effects  of 
the  drug  should  be  made  evident,  as  in  treating  syphilis  with 
mercuiy,  chorea  with  arsenic,  paralysis  with  strychnine,  or 
pertussis  with  belladonna. 

To  discuss  the  different  theories  wdiich  have  from  time  to 
time  prevailed  about  the  way  in  which  medicines  produce 
their  effects  in  the  system,  is  beyond  the  intention  of  a short 
work  like  this.  Under  the  name  of  each  drug,  in  the  Thera- 
peutical part  of  this  book,  will  be  found  a description  of  the  way 
in  which  each  is  known  or  supposed  (o  act.  It  will  be  hardly 
necessary  to  remind  the  student  that  the  great  bulk  of  remedies, 
after  being  swallowed,  speedily  find  their  way  into  the  cir- 
culating fiuid,  accelerated  or  retarded  by  their  crystalloid  or 
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colloid  nature,  and  the  well-known  laws  of  osmosis.  By  the 
blood  they  are  carried  to  the  different  tissues  or  glands,  upon 
winch  they  produce  their  characteristic  effects,  and  by  which 
in  many  instances,  they  are  eliminated  or  thrown  out  of  the 
body.  Why  they  exercise  their  peculiar  selective  power  over 
these  particular  tissues  and  organs  is  a question  which,  with 
our  present  knowledge,  we  can  hardly  attempt  to  explain. 

Acids — Though  these  are  always  regarded  as  a group  of 
remedies  belonging  to  a chemical  classification,  the  recent 
additions  to  our  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  acid  substances 
justify  the  mention  of  them  as  a group  in  a Therapeutical 
list.  They  are  mediciues  which,  in  the  concentrated  form,  act 
mostly  as  caustics,  and  when  given  in  medicinal  doses  possess 
the_  power  of  checldwj  the  acid  secretions  of  the  body  with 
which  they  come  in  contact,  and  at  the  same  time  they  directly 
■increase  alltaline  secretions.  It  is  by  this  theory  that  Ringer 
explains  their  use  in  acid  dyspepsia,  sweating,  &c.  The  prin- 
cipal  members  of  the  group  are  hydrochloric,  acetic,  nitric, 
sulphuiic,  phosjihoric,  nitro-hydrochloric,  citric,  and  benzoic 
acids. 

Alka.lies  or  Antacids — Under  this  head  are  included  sub- 
stances which  have  the  power  of  cheoUinii  alhaline  and  stimu- 
lating or  increasimj  acid  secretions.  The  most  important  are — 
caustic  soda  and  potash,  with  their  carbonates,  bicarbonates, 
acetates,^  and  citrates ; ammonia,  and  magnesia,  Muth  their 
preparations.  Of  this  class  there  are  those  which  act  directly, 
as  soda  does  upon  the  gastric  membrane,  and  those  which  also 
act  indirectly  through  the  blood,  as  potash  affects  the  vesical 
mucous  surface. 

Alteratives  are  a class  of  remedies  which,  when  adminis- 
tered, cure  disease  without  producing  any  obvious  impression 
on  any  of  the  organs  of  the  body ; and  because  the  way  in 
which  they  act  is  not  understood,  or  capable  of  demonstra- 
tion, in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  they  are  said  to 
alter  the  morbid  processes,  and  hence  are  called  “Alteratives.” 
The  most  important  of  this  class  are  antimony,  mercury, 
arsenic,  iodine,  and  their  preparations. 

Anaphrodisiacs  are  medicines  which  weaken  the  sexual 
functions,  as  camphor,  bromides  of  ammonium  and  potassium, 
and  tobacco. 

Anassthetics  are  medicines  which  produce  loss  of  sensation 
and  consciousness  from  their  effect  upon  the  brain.  The  term 
is  usually  restricted  to  volatile  substances  like  chloroform, 
ether,  nitrous  oxide  gas,  etc.,  and  does  not  include  narcotics 
like  alcohol  and  opium,  which  likewise  produce  anmsthesia. 
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Anaesthetics  ( Loral)  are  medicines  which,  when  applied 
directly  to  a part,  destroy  its  sensibility  by  their  action  on  the 
sensory  nerves,  without  injuring  the  tissues— as  ether  in  the 
form  of  spray,  cocaine,  carbolic  acid,  ice,  veratrine,  &c. 

Analgesics  or  Anodynes  are  remedies  which  relieve  pain 
by  their  action  on  the  brain,  or  their  influence  over  the  con- 
ductivity  of  the  seusory  nerve-fibre,  as — opium,  Indian  hemp, 
belladonna,  aconite,  chloroform,  &c. 


Anhidrotics  are  medicines  which  restrain  profuse  per- 
spiration. They  act  by  their  influence  over  the  capillaries  of 
the  skin,  mostly  through  the  vaso-motor  nerves— as  bella- 
donna, the  vegetable  and  mineral  astringents,  and  picrotosine 
in  small  doses. 


Antacids.  (See  Alkalies). 

Anthelmintics,  Vermifuges,  or  Antiscolics  are  medi- 
cines which  destroy  or  cause  the  expulsion  of  worms,  as  san- 
tonin for  the  vovtid  worm,  kousso,  kamala,  male-fern,  turpen- 
tine, and  pomegranate  for  the  tape  and  hroad  worms,  and 
injections  of  salt  for  the  thread  wmim. 

Antagonists  are  medicines  which  act  in  direct  opposition 
to  each  other,  as  atropine  and  muscarine.  They  differ  from 

Antidotes,  which  are  medicines  that  relieve  or  remove  the 
symptoms  caused  by  poisons.  Antidotes  are  chemical,  as  lime 
for  sulphuric  acid  ; physiohuiical,  as  strychnine  for  woorara  ; 
or  vital,  as  mercury  for  syphilis. 

Antilithics  or  Lithontriptics  are  medicines  supposed  to 
possess  the  power  of  dissolving  various  concretions  in  the  body, 
as  the  acids  for  phosphatic,  and  the  alkalies  for  the  uric  acid 
calculi ; and  Castile  soap  and  salicylate  of  soda  for  gall-stones. 

Antiparasitics  are  medicines  -which  destroy  minute  para- 
sites— as  sulphurous  and  carbolic  acids,  iodide  of  sulphur,  and 
various  mercurial  salts. 


Antiperiodics  are  medicines  which  antagonise  the  poison 
of  periodic  disorders  like  ague.  The  principal  members  of 
the  group  are  quinine,  arsenic,  iodine,  and  beberine. 

Antiphlogistics  are  remedies  \vhich  were  supposed  to  pos- 
sess the  power  of  subduing  inflammations — as  mercury,  anti- 
mony, venesection,  &c. 

Antiseptics  are  medicines  which  prevent  putrefaction  by 
destrojing  the  germs  causing  it.  Carbolic  acid  may  be  taken 
as  the  type  of  this  class.  They  should  not  bo  confounded 
with  Disinfectants  like  hot  air,  which  destroy  the  germs  cans- 
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1°^  Deodorants  like  chlorine  or  charcoal,  which 
destroy  fetid  smells  and  emanations. 

Antisialics  are  remedies  used  to  diminish  or  check  the 
secretions  of  the  salivary  glands,  as  atropine,  and  physostigma. 

_ Antipyretics  are  remedies  which  reduce  the  temperature 
in  fejers  They  do  so  either  (1),  by  lessening  the  production 
ot  heat,  through  their  effect  on  the  nervous  system  ; or  C2)  bv 
destroying  the  poison  which  causes  the  fever  ; or  (3)  by  them 
action  on  the  skin  or  circulation  ; or  (4),  they  may  act  by  ex- 
ti  acting  the  heat,  as  the  cold  bath  does. 

Quinine,  digitalis,  salicine,  kairin,  aconite,  and  the  vegetable 
acids  belong  to  this  important  group. 

. •AntispS/Smodics  Several  distinct  groups  of  remedies  are 
included  under  this  heading. 

(1)  Medicines  which  jMmhjse  the  motor  centres,  as  Calabar 
bean  and  woorara,  or  which  merely  dvjiress  them,  as  bromides 
ot  potassium  and  ammonium. 

which  produce  profound  general  depression 
ot  all  the  vital  functions,  as  tobacco,  aconite,  lobelia,  helle- 
bore, prussic  acid  ; and  many  remedies  called  sedatives. 

(3)  Medicines  which,  by  stimulating  the  bowel,  cause  the 
expulsion  of  gas  and  relieve  colic,  as  asafoetida,  caiuput. 
castor,  valerian,  and  a host  of  remedies  called  Carminatives 
and  Aromatics. 

Aphrodisiacs  are  medicines  which  excite  the  functions  of 
the  genital  organs,  as  phosphorus,  cantharides,  strychnine,  and 
damiana. 


Astringents  are  remedies  which  cause  contraction  of  mus- 
cular fibie,  and  condensation  of  the  tissues,  mostly  by  precipi- 
tation of  gelatine  and  albumen.  The  most  important  are 
tannic  and  gallic  acids,  and  all  substances  containing  them 
the  mineral  acids,  and  most  metallic  salts,  alum,  creasote,  &c. 
Carminatives.  (See  Antispasmodics.) 

Cathartics,  A.perients,  Evacuants,  or  Purgatives  are 

TneuicinGS  which  increase  or  quicken  the  evacuations  from  the 
bowel.  They  are  variously  sub-divided  : — 
ff.  Lu. natives,  which  slightly  quicken  the  peristaltic  move- 
ments, and  cause  only  softened  motions,  as  manna,  sulphur, 
figs,  prunes,  olive  oil,  &c. 

h.  Puvijatiyes  projier,  which  by  increasing  the  movements 
of  the  intestines  and  stimulating  the  glands,  cause  semi-fluid 
motions,  as  senna,  castor  oil,  mercurials,  aloes,  &c. 

e.  JJi’cistics,  which  act  like  the  former  class,  only  more  in- 
tensely, and  by  theii’  local  irritant  action  increase  the  intes- 
tinal fluid,  and  remove  the  serum  from  the  intestinal  vessels. 
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causiii°-  almod  fluid  motions— as  scammony,  jalaj),  colocyuth, 
crambose,  podophyRin,  and  large  doses  of  elass  h. 

d.  Iliidntgoqucs,  which  cause //'cc  secretion  from  the  intes- 
tinal glands,  and  remove  much  scrum  from  the  blood  vessels, 
producing  fluid  or  watery  motions,  as  croton  oil,  elaterin, 
and  many  of  the  remedies  in  class  c.;  and  large  doses  of 
various  salts,  like  cream  of  tartar,  Epsom,  Glanbei,  &c.,  which 
are  often  called  saline  purgatives,  and  which  are  supposed  to 
act  by  virtue  of  their  low  diffusive  powers. 

e.  Cholaqoyuc  purgatives,  of  which  podo]ihyllin  may  be 
taken  as  the  type,  are  remedies  which  were  supposed  to  purge 
by  stimulating  the  liver,  increasing  .the  bile,  and  causing 
greenish  liquid  motions  ; most  brisk  purgatives  are  included 
in  this  class  by  writers. 

Cholagogues.  (See  Cathartics.) 

Ciliary  Excitants  are  medicines  which,  when  sucked  in 
the  mouth,  promote  expectoration  of  bronchial  mucus  by  re- 
ilex  action — as  chloride  of  ammonium,  chlorate  of  potassium, 
gum  acacia,  native  chloride  of  sodium,  &a. 

Counter-Irritants— Under  this  heading  are  included— 
Rubefacients,  remedies  which  cause  redness  of  the  skin ; 
Vesicants,  which  produce  inflammation,  ending  in  a blister 
being  formed;  Revulsives  and  Derivatives, remedies  wdiich 
are  supposed  to  remove  the  diseased  action  from  the  seat  of 
mischief  to  the  place  of  their  application.  Amongst  this  class 
are  cantharides,  turpentine,  ammonia,  camphor,  mustard,  most 
volatile  oils,  mezereou,  capsicum,  croton  oil,  &c. 

Demulcents  are  medicines  which  protect  the  parts  with 
which  they  come  in  contact,  by  their  oleaginous  or  mucilaginous 
qualities  shielding  them  from  irritating  secretions.  Linseed, 
olive,  and  almond  oils,  starch,  glycerine,  liquorice,  &c.,  are 
included  under  this  head. 

Diaphoretics  are  medicines  which  increase  the  cutaneous 
secretion,  either  by  stimulating  the  sudoriferous  glands  during 
their  elimination,  as  sulphur,  or  by  causing  the  dilatation  of 
the  superficial  capillaries,  as  antimony,  ipecacuanha,  and  all 
depressing  remedies. 

Diluents  are  remedies  like  water  and  weak  fluid  foods, 
which,  when  taken  in  quantity,  on  being  eliminated,  carry  out 
some  solids  with  them  by  the  kidneys,  lungs,  or  skin. 

Disinfectants  and  Deodorants  are  referred  to  under 
Antiseptics. 

Diuretics  are  remedies  which  increase  the  renal  secretion, 
either  by  («)  stimulating  the  kidneys  during  their  elimination, 
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as  cantharides,  juniper,  potash  salts,  &c.;  or  {h)  by  raising  the 
blood  pressure  in  the  glomeruli,  as  digitalis,  squill,  casca,  &c., 
&c.;  or  (o)  by  washing  out  the  kidneys,  as  large  doses  of 
dUuents,  like  water,  &c. 

Ecbolics  are  medicines  which  cause  contraction  of  the 
uterine  muscular  fibre,  as  ergot,  borax,  savin,  quinine,  &c. ; in 
smaller  doses  they  are  emmenagogue. 

Emetics  are  medicines  which  cause  the  evacuation  of  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  either  directly,  by  irritating  the 
nerves  of  the  stomach,  as  sulphates  of  zinc  and  copper,  mustard, 
&c. ; or  indirectly , by  exciting  the  vomiting  centre,  as  antimony, 
ipecacuanha,  apomorphine,  veratrine,  &c. 

EmmenagOgues  are  medicines  which,  by  their  stimulating 
action  on  the  uterine  fibre,  (1)  directly  assist  in  restoring  dis- 
ordered menstruation,  as  ergot,  savin,  and  most  ecbolics ; or 
(2)  by  removing  the  cause  of  the  suppression,  aEow  the  dis- 
charge to  return,  as  iron,  aloes,  strychnine,  &c. 

Emollients  or  Protectives  are  external  Demulcents,  which 
protect  and  soothe  the  parts  to  which  they  are  applied  from  all 
sources  of  irritation ; or,  by  their  oily  nature,  they  help  to  relax 
and  soften  the  tissues,  as  hot  fomentations,  poultices,  oils,  lard, 
spermaceti,  chalk,  starch,  &c. 

Errhines  are  medicines  which  increase  the  secretion  of  the 
nasal  mucous  membrane  generally  without  causing  sneezing, 
as  the  vapour  of  ammonia,  acetic  acid,  &c. 

Escharotics  or  Caustics  are  substances  which  destroy  the 
life  of  the  tissue  to  which  they  are  applied,  generally  by 
depriving  it  of  its  moisture — as  the  strong  mineral  acids,  soda, 
potash,  lime,  arsenic,  chloride  of  zinc,  &c. 

Expectorants  are  medicines  which  assist  the  expulsion  of 
the  bronchial  mucus — 

(1)  By  relieving  spasm  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  as  lobelia, 
opium,  stramonium,  tobacco,  &c. 

(2)  By  mechanically  dislodging  it  in  the  act  of  vomiting, 
at  the  same  time  thinning  the  secretion,  as  all  emetics  in  large 
doses,  notably  antimony,  hippo,  &c. 

(_3)  By  increasing  the  flow  from  the  inflamed  membrane, 
through  their  effects  upon  the  vessels,  as  all  the  emetic  class  in 
small  doses.  {Nauseating  expectorants— as  apomorphine,  pilo- 
carpine, and  emetine.) 

(4)  By  stimulating  the  membrane  in  the  act  of  then- 
elimination,  they  so  alter  the  secretion  that  expectoration  is 
rendered  easy,  as  ammonia,  senega,  ammoniacum,  and  a host 
of  volatile  substances,  notably  the  onion.  Iodide  of  potassium. 
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by  liquefying  the  secretion,  is  a valuable  expectorant.  {Stlmu- 

^'"'('5?  By^'sfotWng 'the  irritable  respiratory  centre,  morphine 
and  chloral  often  act  as  true  expectorants,  and  render  the  ex- 

^ ('6')  By  acting  through  the  impression  produced  on  the 
nerves  of  the  mouth,  many  substances  aid  expectoration.  (See 
Ciliary  excitants,  sal  ammoniac,  &c.) 

GalactafQO'ues  are  medicines  which  increase  the  secretion 
of  the  mamm^y  glands,  as  chlorate  of  potassium,  fennel,  &c. 

Hsematics  or  Haematinics  are  medicines  which  enrich 
the  blood  by  acting  as  restoratives  to  the  red  corpuscles,  as 
iron  and  its  preparations,  manganese  and  potassium  in  small 
doses. 

Hypnotics  or  Soporifics  are  medicines  which  produce 
sleep  without  causing  any  previous  cerebral  excitement. 

Mydriatics  are  remedies  which  cause  dilatation  of  the 
pupil,  paralysis  of  the  ciliary  muscle,  and  temporary  loss  of 
accommodation,  as  belladonna,  homatropine,  daturine,  &c. 

Myotics  are  remedies  which  cause  contraction  of  the  pupil 
and  diminution  of  ocular  tension,  as  eserine.  Calabar  bean, 
pilocarpine,  &c. 

Narcotics  are  medicines  which  produce  sleep  by  their  action 
upon  the  cerebrum.  They  are  to  be  distinguished  by  their 
initial  exciting  stage  from  pure  Hypnotics,  like  chloral  and 
bromide  of  potassium,  &c.;  amongst  them  are  opium,  morphine, 
chloroform,  Indian  hemp,  alcohol,  and  ether. 

Refrigorants  are  medicines  which  reduce  the  temperature 
of  the  body  in  fever  ; the  term,  however,  is  generally  applied 
to  a class  of  remedies  which  appear  to  allay  thii'st,  as  the 
vegetable  acids,  some  mineral  acids  (much  diluted),  and  many 
diaphoretics.  (See  Antipyretics.) 

Resolvents  or  Discutients  are  medicines  which  are  sup- 
posed to  cause  the  absorption  of  inflammatory  or  other  swell- 
ings. They  appear  to  act  by  stimulating  the  lymphatics,  as 
iodine,  cadmium,  &c. 

Restoratives  are  medicines  which  exist  already  in  the 
healthy  blood  or  tissues,  and  are  given  in  diseases  where  the 
system  is  supposed  to  be  deficient  in  them,  as  iron,  potash, 
phosphorus,  chloride  of  sodium,  &c. 

Rubefacients.  (See  Counter-irritants.) 

Sedatives  or  Depressants  are  medicines  which  depress 
the  action  of  the  (1)  nervous  system,  as  tobacco,  lobelia, 
I 
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bromide  of  potassium,  &c. ; (2)  the  circulatory  system,  as 
aconite,  veratrum.  Prussic  acid,  &c.  ; (3)  the  spinal  cord,  as 
Calabar  bean,  &c. 

SialagOgues  are  medicines  which  increase  the  secretion  of 
the  salivary  glands,  either  by  a local  irritation,  causing  reflex 
activity,  as  pellitory,  mezereon,  capsicum,  &c.  ; or  by  exciting 
the  glands  during  their  elimination,  as  all  the  preparations  of 
mercury,  iodide  of  potassium,  &c. 

Sternutatories  are  substances  which,  by  their  irritating 
action  on  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  cause  sneezing,  as 
tobacco,  hellebore,  ginger,  capsicum,  and  ipecacuanha,  in 
powder. 

Stimulants*— Under  this  head  may  be  included  a great 
number  of  remedial  agents.  The  sub-divisions  are  vague  and 
misleading  ; thus  there  are  medicines  which  excite  the  spinal 
cord,  as  strychnine,  phosphorus,  &c. ; such  are  called  spinal 
stimulants;  others  exalt  the  functions  of  the  liver,  as  the 
cholagogue  purgatives ; others  the  intestines,  as  calomel, 
Epsom  salt,  &c. ; others  the  circulatory  system,  as  digitalis, 
belladonna,  &c. ; others  the  stomach,  as  carminatives,  like 
spices,  &c.;  others  the  skin.  These  latter  are  called  external 
stimulants,  and  include  all  the  counter-irritants. 

Stomachics  are  medicines  which  increase  the  vascularity 
of  the  stomach,  promote  digestion,  and  increase  the  appetite, 
as  hippo,  all  the  bitter  tonics,  arsenic,  aloes  in  small  doses,  &c. 

Styptics  are  medicines  which  arrest  bleeding  by  their  local 
astrin^nt  action,  either  by  causing  coagulation  of  the  blood, 
or  by  acting  on  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  small  vessels. 
Amongst  this  class  will  be  found  tannic  acid,  creasote,  alum, 
chloride  of  zinc,  perchloride  of  iron,  &c. 

Sudorifics.  (See  Diaphoretics.) 

Tonics  are,  strictly  speaking,  medicines  winch  improve  the 
tone  of  the  part  upon  which  they  act ; thus  it  may  be  on  the 
stomach,  as  the  pure  vegetable  bitters  and  all  stomachics  ; or 
on  the  cord,  as  strychnine  ; or  on  the  heart  as  digitalis  ; or  ou 
the  nervous  system,  as  quinine  and  the  valerianates  ; or  on  the 
muscular  tissues,  as  tannic  acid  ; or  on  the  cumulating  fluid,  as 
iron. 

Vesicants.  (See  Counter-irritants.) 


The  term  “ stimulants  ” is  frequently  erroneously  used  ns  a synonym  for 
alcohol  and  its  preparations,  which  ai’e  true  narcotics. 


PART  III 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


PHAEMACOPCEIAL  PREPARATIONS  * 

The  student  having  obtained  some  idea  of  the  general  pro- 
cesses of  Pharmacy,  should  now  glance  at  the  groups  of  the 
preparations  ; but  until  he  has  mastered  the  Official  Remedies 
he  cannot  expect  to  grasp  all  the  information  contained  in 
this  part  of  the  subject ; and  hence,  since  these  groups  are  of 
vital  importance,  he  should  repeatedly  turn  back  to  them  dur- 
ing his  study  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

The  Aceta  or  Vinegars  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  are  three 
in  number ; — 

Acetum  (Vinegar)  contains  5'41  per  cent,  real  acetic  acid. 

Acetum  Cantharidis— 2 oz.  cantharides,  2 oz.  glacial  acetic,  and  18  oz, 
acetic  acid. 

Acetum  Scillse— 2J  oz.  squill  to  l pint  diluted  acetic  acid. 

It  will  thus  be  noticed  that  the  first  is  simply  vinegar,  the 
second  a solution  of  cantharidine,  in  xtronf/  acetic  acid,  and 
the  third  a tincture  of  squill,  made  with  diluted  acetic  acid. 

Aquae  (The  Waters — Sixteen  in  number),  viz. : — 

Aqua — Pure  natural  water ; filtered  (i£  necessary). 

Aqua  Anethi— One  gal.  distilled  from  1 lb.  fruit  and  2 gals,  water. 

Aqua  Anisi— One  gal.  distilled  from  1 lb.  fruit  and  2 gals,  water. 

Aqua  Aurantii  Floris — The  water  distilled  from  the  fresh  flow’crs  of  the 
bitter  and  sweet  orange— Citrus  Vulgaris,  and  Citrus  Aurantium. 


* These  preparations  are  often  called  “ Galenical  ” ( pertaining  to  Claim ) to 
distinguish  them  from  those  prepared  from  the  extemiraraneous  formula:  of 
the  physician,  which  arc  called  “Magistral”  (bemuse  ordered  by  a magister 
or  master  of  his  profession). 
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Aq.ua  Camphorse — A solution  of  camphor  in  -water,  about  J gr.  to  1 oz. 
Aqua  Carul — One  gal.  cUstilled  from  1 lb.  of  fruit  and  2 gals,  of  water. 
Aqua  Chloroformi — A solution  of  l dr.  chloroform  in  25  oz.  water. 

Aqua  Cinuanionii— One  gal.  distilled  from  1 J lb.  of  bark  and  2 gals,  water. 
Aqua  Destillata — Perfectly  pure  H2O  distilled  from  a copper  still. 

Aqua  Fceniculi— One  gal.  distilled  from  1 lb.  fruit  and  2 gals,  water. 

Aqua  Laurocerasi— One  pt.  distilled  from  1 lb.  fresh  lea-res  and  2J  pts. 

water,  and  made  to  contain  *1  per  cent,  real  Hydrocyanic  Acid. 

Aqua  Menthse  piperitae— One  gal.  distilled  from  dr.  oU  and  14  gal. 
water. 

Aqua  Mentliae  Viridis— One  gal.  distilled  from  IJ  dr.  oil  and  14  gal.  water. 
Aqua  Pimentse— One  gal.  distilled  from  14  oz.  pimento  and  2 gals,  water. 
Aqua  Kosse— One  gal  distilled  from  10  lbs.  fresh  petals  and  6 gals,  water. 
Aqua  Samtouci— One  gal.  distuied  from  10  lbs.  fresh  flowers  and  5 gals, 
water. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  all  the  waters  are  distilled 
except  three — Aqua,  Aqua  Camphorse,  and  Aqua  Chlorofonni, 
and  that  their  doses  all  range  from  ^ to  1 or  2 oz.,  except  Aqua 
Laurocerasi,  which  contains  Hydrocyanic  Acid,  and  whose  dose 
is  only  | to  2 drams. 

Cataplasmata  (Poultices— Six  in  number). 

Carbonis— Wood  charcoal  4 oz.,  bread  crumb  2 oz.,  linseed  meal  14  oz., 
boiling  water  10  oz. — 1 in  28. 

Conii— Hemlock  juice  1 oz.,  linseed  meal  4 oz.,  boiling  water  10  oz.— linlS. 
Fermenti — Beer  yeast  6 oz.,  wheaten  flour  14  oz.,  water  at  100°  6 oz.  1 
in  44. 

Linl— Linseed  meal  4 oz.,  boiling  water  10  ozs.— 1 in  34. 

Sinapis— Mustard  2J  oz.,  linseed  meal  24  oz.,  boiling  water  10  oz.— 1 in  6. 
Soclse  ChlorinatJe-Solutiou  of  chlorinated  soda  2 oz.,  linseed  meal  4 oz., 
boiling  water  8 oz. — 1 in  7. 

Of  the  six  poultices,  all  are  made  with  linseed  meal  for  the 
basis,  corpus,  or  body,  as  it  is  called,  except  the  yeast  poultice, 
and  in  all  boiling  water  is  used,  except  in  the  yeast.  _ 

The  most  important  point  in  connection  -with  poultice-making 
is  to  be  quick  when  once  the  process  is  started,  and  have  the 
vessels  wai-med  before  beginning,  and  always  spread  the  poul- 
tice 0^  flannel. 


Charta  (Papers— Two  in  number). 

Charta  Epispastica — Consisting  of  white  wn-x  4 oz.,  spermaceti 
olive^il  2 oz.,  resin  J oz.,  cantharides  1 oz.,  water  6 oz.; 
water  bath  for  two  hours.  Reject  the  -watery  portion,  add  Canada 
balsam  J oz.,  and  spread  over  slips  of  paper.  It  is  a resmous  solution 
of  cantharidine  spread  upon  paper. 

rhnrt.a  Siuapis — Paper  smeared  over  with  mustard  in  po-wderl  oz.,  mixed 
Cham  ^binapia  ^ ^ ,^^ter 

before  use. 
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Collodia  (Collodions— 3 in  number). 

CoUodium-Pyroxylin  1,  Ether  36,  Spirit  12.  „ „ . .. 

CoUodium  Flexile -CoUocUon  48,  Canada  Balsam  2,  Castor  Oil  1. 
Collodium  Vesicans— Blistering  Liquid  20,  Pyroxylin  1. 

Confections  (8  in  number).  The  last  four  are  Cathartic, 
the  fii’st  four  faintly  Astringent.  Confections  are  soft  prepara,- 
tions  of  a pasty  consistence,  containing  a medicine  blended 
xvith  some  form  of  sugar,  either  to  preserve  it,  or  to  make  its 
administration  more  agreeable.  Tinder  this  heading  are  in- 
cluded the  old  Conserves  and  Electuaries. 


COXFECTIO. 


Opii  .... 
Piperis  . . • 

ROS33  Caninae 

Rosas  Gallicse 
Scammonii  . 


Sennae  . 


COMPOSITION. 


Sulphuris  . . 
Terebinthinae 


Compound  powder  of  opium 
1 part,  syrup  3 parts  ; mix. 
Powdered  black  pepper  2 
powdered  caraway  fruit  3 
honey  15 ; mix. 

Hips,  free  from  seeds,  1, 
beaten,  sifted,  and  added  to 
sugar,  2. 

Fresh  red  rose  petals  1,  beaten 
with  sugar,  3, 

.Sc.ammony  rosin  43,  gin- 
ger 24,  oil  of  caraway  2,  oil 
of  cloves  1,  syrup  48,  honey 
24 ; mixed,  adding  the  oils 
last. 

Powdered  senna  7 oz.,  pow- 
dered coriander  3 oz.,  figs  12 
oz.,  tamarind  9 oz.,  cassia 
pulp  9 oz.,  prunes  6 oz.,  ex- 
tract of  liquorice  1 oz.,  sugar 
30  oz.,  water  q.s.  to  75  oz. 

Boil  the  figs  anil  prunes  in  21  oz. 
water  for  4 hours  ■,  in  this  digest 
the  cassia  and  tamarind  for  2 
liours;  sift,  add  the  sugar  and 
[liquorice,  dissolve,  add  the  senna 
and  coriander,  and  make  up  to  75 
ozs, 

I Sulphur  4 OZ.,  cream  of  tartar 
1 oz.,  syrup  of  orange  peel  4 
ft.  oz.,tragacanth  18  grs.;  mix 
Uil  of  turpentine  1 oz.,  pow- 
dered liiiuorice  1 oz.,  honey  2 
oz.;  rub  the  first  two,  add  the 
last,  and  mix  thoroughly. 


STRENGTH. 


1 in  40. 
1 in  10 


1 in  3 


1 in  4 
1 in  3 


1 in  11. 


DOSE. 


5 to  20  grs. 
60  to  120  grs. 

1 to  4 drs. 

1 to  4 drs. 
10  to  30  grs. 

60  to  120  grs. 


1 in  24. 


1 in  4. 


60  to  120  grs. 
60  to  120  grs 


1 Decocta  (Decoctions — 13  iu  number)  are  watery  vegetable 
solutions  prepared  by  boiling.  All  are  made  in  a covered 
1 vessel,  except  Granati.  Three  contain  more  than  one  solid  in- 
’ gredient.  (All  arc  made  with  distilled  water  and  strained.) 
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DECOCTIONS. 


DECOCTUM. 

COMPOSITION. 

STEEKOTH. 

DOSE 

Aloes  Co.  . . 

Extract  of  socotrme  aloes  J 
oz.,  myrrli,  saffron,  and  car- 
bonate of  potassium,  of  each 
J oz.,  extract  of  liquorice  2 
oz.,  compound  tincture  of 
cardamoms  15  oz.,  water  q.s. 
to  50  oz. 

Boil  all  for  5 minutes,  except  the 
saffron  and  tincture,  in  1 pint  of 
water:  add  the  saffi'on,  and  when 
cooled  add  the  tincture  2 hom'S  be- 
fore straining,  and  make  up  to  50 
oz.  with  water. 

4-3  grains 
in  1 oz. 

^ to  2 oz. 

Cetrarise  . . 

Washed  Iceland  moss  1 oz., 
boiled  for  10  minutes  in  1 pint 
water,  strained  while  hot,  and 
mode  to  measure  1 iiint. 

1 oz.  to  1 pt. 

1 to  4 oz. 

Cinclionae  . • 

Powdered  red  bark  IJ  oz. 
Boiled  for  10  minutes  in  1 piui 
water,  strained  when  cold,  ant 
made  to  measure  1 pint. 

1 J oz.  to  1 pt. 

1 to  2 oz. 

Granati  Radicis 

Bark  of  pomegranate  root  2 
oz.,  boiled  in  water  40  oz.,  down  tc 

2 oz.  to  1 pt. 

2 to  4 oz. 

Hsematoxyli . 


Hordei 


Papaveris , 


Pareirse. 


Quercus . 


Sarsse. 


Sarsse  Co. 


Scoparii. 


Taraxaci 


1 oz.to  1 pt. 


2 oz.tol  pt. 


2 oz.  to  1 pt. 


IJoz.tolpt. 


2 Jpz.  to  1 pt, 


2Joz.tolpt, 


1 oz.  to  1 pt. 
1 oz.  to  1 pt. 


pint. 

Logwood  chips  1 oz.,  and  cin 
namon  55  gi’S.,  boiled  for  10  min- 
utes in  1 pint  water,  and  made  to 
measm’O  1 pint. 

Washed  barley  2 oz.,  boiled  in 

water  IJ  pint,  for  20  minutes,  and 
strained.  Product  about  1 pint. 

Bruised  poppy  capsules  2 oz. 
boiled  for  10  minutes  in  1^  pint 
water,  and  made  to  measm-e  1 pt. 

Pareira  root  IJ  oz.,  boiled  for  oz.to  1 pt. 
15  minutes  in  1 pint  of  water,  and 
made  to  measure  1 pint. 

Oak  bark  IJ-  oz.,  boiled  for  10 

minutes  in  1 pint  water,  and 
made  to  meaBiu-c  1 pint 
Sarsaparilla  2 J oz., ’.digested  in 
1^  pint  boiling  water  for  1 hour, 
then  boiled  for  10  minutes,  and 
made  to  measure  1 pint. 

Sarsaparilla  2J  oz.,  sassafras 
root,  guaincum  wood  and  liquorice 
root,  of  each  i oz.,  mezereon  bark 
I oz.,  boiling  water  IJ  pint,  di- 
gested for  1 hour,  thou  boiled  for 
10  minutes,  and  made  to  mcnsiu’e 
1 pint. 

Dried  tops  of  broom  1 oz. 
boiled  for  10  minutes  in  1 pint 
water,  and  made  to  measure  1 pt. 

Dried,  sliced,  and  bruised  dan- 
delion root  1 oz.,  boiled  for  10 
minutes  iu  1 pint  water,  straiued, 
nud  made  to  mca.suro  1 pint. 


1 to  2 oz. 

1 to  4 oz. 

used  extern- 
ally. 

1 to  2 oz. 

used  extern- 
ally. 

2 to  10  oz. 

2 to  10  oz 


2 to  4 oz. 
2 to  4 oz. 
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-n  loo+va  ('Plasters ll  in  miraber)  are  solid,  adlieshe 

Empl^strEl  C ,1  ,,op  eitlier  for  support  or  intended  to 
applicahous  remedies.  As 

act  as  a local  mearrs  ot  app  J o , , , . active  medicine 

the  yarions  ingre^^^^^^^ 

for  the  sake  of  .uch  1 y 1 necessary  for  the  student 

ssgltiOSf'siss! 

or  he  may  consult  the  Pharmacopoeia. 


EJIPLASTllUM. 


ARTICLES  E3IPLOTED  IN  THE 
PREPslRATION. 


Ammoniacic"”! 

Hydrargyro 

Belladonnse 

Calefaciens  •• 


Cantharidis 
Ferri 
Galbani 
Hydrargyri  •• 
Opil 

Picis  • • 
Plumhi  • • 


Plumhi  lodidi 
Kesinse 

(Adhesive  Plaster, 
Saponis 
Saponis  Fus- 
cum . . 


STRENGTH. 


Ammouiacum,  mercury,  oUve  oil,  and 
sublimed  sulphur. 

Alcoholic  extract  of  Belladonna,  resin 
plaster,  and  soap  plaster. 

Cantharides,  expressed  91I  of  nutmeg, 
yellow  wax,  resin,  resin  plaster,  soap 
plaster,  and  boiling  water. 

Cantharides,  yellow  wax,  suet,  lard,  and 

Peroxide  of  iron,  Burgundy  pitch,  and 
lead  plaster. 

Galbanum,  yellow  wax,  animoniacum, 
and  lead  plaster.  , , , 

Mercury,  olive  oil,  sulphur,  and  lead 
plaster.  . 

Powdered  opium  and  resin  plaster. 

Burgundy  pitch,  frankincense, resin,  yel- 
low wax,  expresseil  oil  of  nutmeg, olive 
oil,  and  water. 

Oxiile  of  lead,  olive  oil,  and  water. 

No  strength  need  be  given,  ns  it  is  en- 
tirely olecUG  with  a little  glycerine. 

Iodide  of  lead,  lead  plaster,  and  resin. 

Besin,  lead  plaster,  and  curd  soap. 

Curd  soap,  le.ad  plaster,  and  resin. 

Curd  soap,  yellow  wax,  olive  oil,  oxide 
of  lead,  and  vinegar.  


1 of  Hgin  5 

1 in  5. 

1 in  24  of 
Cantharides. 

1 in  3. 

1 in  11. 

1 in  11. 

1 in  3. 

1 in  10. 

1 in  2, 


1 in  10. 
1 in  9i . 

1 in  7. 

1 in  C. 
(about.) 


Enemata  (Injections,  Enemas,  or  Clysters-— 5 in  Humhei) 
arriiquid  preparations  for  introduction  into  the  large  bowel 
where  they  may  act  either  (1)  as  local  sedatives,  (^)  ly 
exciting  reflex  action  they  are  expected  to  cause  purgation, 
or  (3)  if  used  in  very  large  quantity  they  act  by  wa,shi_ng  out 
the  bowel  mechanically.  (I.)  They  may  be  injected  with  the 
idea  of  becoming  absorbed  into  the  system,  and  producing  the 
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constitutional  efEect  of  the  drug  which  they  contain.  Mucilage 
of  starch  is  the  basis  of  four,  and  water  of  one. 


ENEMA. 

' ACTIYE  PRINCIPLE. 

BASIS. 

Aloes  

Aloes  40  grs.,  carbonate 

starch  mucilage  10  oz. 

Magnesii  Sulphatis 

of  potassium  15  grs. 
Sulphate  of  magnesium 

Starch  mucilage  15  oz. 

Opii 

1 oz.,  olive  oil  1 oz. 
Tincture  of  opium  J dr. 

Starch  mucilage  2 oz. 

Terebinthinse  . . • • 

Oil  of  turpentine  1 oz. 

Starch  mucilage  15  oz. 

Asafoetidse 

Asafcetida  30  grs.,  rub- 
bed m a mortar,  with 

Distilled  water  4 oz. 

Essentise  (Essences — 2 in  number)  are  merely  very  strong 
spirits,  consisting  of  a volatile  oil  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit 
— one  part  in  every  five. 

Essentia  Anisi,  1 in  6,  and  Essentia  Menthse  Pip.,  1 in  5. 

Extracta  (Extracts — 47  in  number)  are  mostly  semi-solid 
products,  obtained  by  the  evaporation  of  vegetable  solutions. 

There  are  five  classes  of  extracts,  if  we  divide  them  accord- 
ing to  the  methods  directed  for  their  preparation — 

1.  The  Presh  or  Green  Extracts,  as  aconite,  &c. 

2.  The  Aqueous  or  Watery,  as  aloes  and  opium. 

3.  The  Alcoholic,  as  physostigma  and  rhubarb. 

4.  The  Ethereal,  as  mezereon. 

6.  The  Liquid,  as  ergotand  male  fern. 

The  student  should  remember  that  these  names  have  no  con- 
nection with  the  cinalities  of  the  extract,  except  in 

the  case  of  the  Liquid  ones.  Thus,  the  Fresh  or  Green  ex- 
tracts are  either  dark  brown  or  black  in  colour;  the  Watery 
extracts  may  be  of  pilular  consistence — like  opium,  or  hard 
and  brittle — like  logwood  and  aloes. 

The  extracts  may  be,  however,  better  divided,  according  to 
their  consistence,  into  three  well  marked  groups— 

1.  The  Semi-solid  or  pilular  extracts,  of  which  there  are  30. 

2.  The  Bard,  Dry,  or  Brittle,  of  which  there  are  4. 

3.  The  Fluid,  of  which  there  are  13. 

The  Fluid  extracts  will  be  found  in  the  table  on  the  page 
138.  The  table  on  page  139  contains  both  the  Solid  and 
Semi-solid  : but  the  student  should  remember  that  the  Solid 
extracts  are — Extractum  Aloes  Barbadensis,  Aloes  Socotrime, 
Hsematoxyli,  and  Kramerite.  ' 
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PREPARATION  OF  EXTRACTS. 

The  Tresh  or  Green  Extracts,  of  which  there  arc  eight, 


Hyoscyamus, 
Colchicum, 
Colchicum  (acetic) 


Lettuce, 

Dandelion, 


Tiz. : — 

Aconite. 

Belladonna, 

■"  

are  ureDared  by  expressing  the  juice  of  the  leaves  or  plant, 
heating^ to  130°  F.,  to  coagulate  the  Sf  p' 

This  is  separated  and  laid  aside.  The  fluid  is  heated  to  200  F. 
to  coagulate  all  the  albumen,  which  is  useless,  and  which  if 
retained  would  promote  the  decomposition  of  the  preparation  , 
it  is  consequently  rejected.  The  fluid  resulting  is  evaporated 
by  the  heat  of  a water-bath  to  a syrupy  state.  The  colour  ing, 
previously  separated,  is  now  added,  and  the  evaporation  con- 
tinued below^lI0°  till  the  consistence  of  a soft  pill  mass  is 
reached.  In  the  case  of  Colchicum  and  Dandelion  the  juice 
is  at  first  heated  to  the  boiling  point  to  coagulate  the  albumen, 
filtered  and  evaporated  at  a temperature  under  100  . 

The  Watery  Extracts  (11  in  number)  are  prepared  by 
boiling,  macerating,  infusing,  or  digesting  the  siibstence  m 
hot  or  cold  distilled  water,  and  evaporating  the  resulting  de- 
coction, infusion,  or  solution  to  a suitable  consistence. _ thus 
Aloes  Barb,  and  Aloes  Socot.,  Gentian,  Logwood,  Pareira,  are 
made  by  exhausting  with  hoiUiKj  water  ; so  also  is  Poppies, 
only  a little  spirit  is  added  to  the  cold  evaporated  infusion 
Chamomile  is  made  by  first  boiling,  hence  it  is  an  evaporated 
decoction,  to  which  a little  essential  oil  is  added.  Liquorice, 
Krameria,  Opium,  and  Quassia  are  aqueous  extracts  prepared 
by  maceration  of  the  drug  in  cold  water. 

The  Alcoholic  Extracts  (13  in  number)  are  prepared  by 
treating  the  substance  with  rectified  spirit,  proof  spiiit,  oi 
spirit  and  water,  and  the  subsequent  evaporation  of  the 
tincture  thus  prepared.  The  student  should  note  that  there 
are  two  semi-solid  extracts  of  Belladonna,  one  a Green  or 
Fresh  extract  and  the  other  prepared  with  spirit  and  known 
as  the  Alcoholic  extract.  Gelsemium  extract  has  the  term 
Alcoholic  affixed. 

Belladonna,  Indian  Hemp,  Gelsemium,  Jalap,  Nux  Vomica, 
and  Calabar  Bean  are  made  with  rectified  spirit,  the  percola- 
tion being  generally  finished  by  displacement  with  cold  water. 
Hop  is  also  made  with  rectified  spirit,  and  the  marc  is  boiled 
in  water. 

Rhubarb,  Rhamnus  Frangula,  Jaborandi,  Compound  Colo- 
cynth,  Cascara,  and  Cahimba  are  made  withyiivir;/'  spirit,  and 
cold  water  is  also  used  at  the  end  of  the  percolating  process. 
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The  Ethereal  Extract,  for  there  is,  strictly  speaking, 
only  one — viz.,  mezereon — is  prepared  by  first  making  an  alco- 
holic extract,  which  is  next  macerated  in  ether,  and  the  re- 
sulting liquid  evaporated.  Ether  is  also  used  in  preparing 
stramonium,  which,  strictly  speaking,  is  an  alcoholic  extract 
made  with  proof  spirit  after  the  mere  washing  of  the  seeds 
with  ether  to  remove  their  oil,  which  is  to  be  rejected.  Ether 
is  also  used  in  making  Male  Fern,  which  is  an  extract  belong- 
ing to  the  next  class. 

Liquid  Extracts  (13  in  number)  are  either  Alcoholic  ex- 
tracts dissolved  in  spirit  and  water,  or  concentrated,  infusions 
of  drugs,  to  which  enough  spirit  is  added  for  their  preservation. 
Pareira  and  Opium  are  made  from  the  semi-solid  extracts  of 
these  remedies  which  are,  as  described,  prepared  by  exhausting 
the  drug  with  water.  The  following  table  gives  all  these  fluid 
preparations,  with  their  strengths,  doses,  and  the  materials  used 
in  their  manufacture  : — 


EXTRACTUM. 

MATERIALS  USED. 

Strength. 

DOSE, 

Belse  Liq 

Bael  fruit,  water,  and 
spirit. 

1 in  1. 

1 to  2 drs. 

Cascarse  Sagradse  Liq. 

Casenra  sagrada,  water 
and  spirit. 

1 in  1. 

J to  2 drs. 

Cimicifugse  Liq 

Cimicif uga  and  rectified 
spirit. 

1 in  1. 

3 to  30  min. 

Cinchonse  Liq 

Red  cinchona  bark,  hy- 
drochloric acid,  gly- 
cerine, spirit  & water. 

1 in  1,  or 

5 per  cent, 
alkaloids. 

5 to  10  min. 

Cocse  Liq 

Coen  leaves  and  proof 
spirit. 

1 in  1. 

i to  2 drs. 

Ergotae  Liq 

Ergot,  water  and  spirit 

1 in  1. 

10  to  30  min. 

Filicis  Liq 

Male  fern  (dried  rhi- 
zome), and  ether. 

10  yield  1. 

15  to  30  min. 

Glycyrrhizae  Liq 

Liquorice  root,  water 
and  spirit. 

1 in  2 
of  extract. 

1 dr. 

Opii  Liq 

E.'rtract  of  opium,  water 
and  spirit. 

1 in  20. 
22grsto  1 oz 

10  to  40  min. 

Pareirse  Liq 

Extract  of  pareira, 
water  and  spirit. 

1 in  4 
of  extract. 

J to  2 drs. 

Rhamni  Frangulse  Liq 

Rhamnus  frangulabark 
water  and  spirit. 

1 in  1. 

1 to  4 drs. 

Sarsse  Liq 

Jamaica  sarsajiarilla, 
jiroof  spirit,  sugar  and 
water  at  160°. 

1 in  1. 

2 to  4 drs. 

Taraxaci  Liq 

Dry  dandelion  root, 
proof  spirit  and  water. 

1 in  1. 

J to  2 drs. 

Abstracts  arc  alcoholic  extracts  mixed  with  sugar  of  milk, 
evaporated  to  dryness  and  powdered.  They  are  not  repre- 
sented in  the  B.P. 
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MENSTRUUM 

DOSE. 

EXTHACTrjL 

SOURCE. 

USED. 

Aconiti  

Tuice  of  the  fresh  leaves 

None. 

i to  1 gr. 

and  flovering  tops. 
Barbadoes  aloes,  in  frag- 

Boiling  water. 

2 to  G grs. 

Aloes  Barb.  . . • • 

ments. 

Socotrino  aloes,  in  frag- 

Do. 

2 to  G grs. 

Aloes  Socot 

ments. 

The  dried  flowers  and  es- 

Do. 

2 to  10  grs. 

Antbemidis  ■ • • ■ 

sential  oil. 

Juice  of  the  fresh  leaves 

None. 

J to  1 gr. 

Belladonnse  . • • • 

and  young  branches. 

to  i gr. 

Bellad.  Alcohol. 

Dried  belladonna  root. 

Spirit  and  water. 

Calvunbse 

The  sliced  root,  dried 

Proof  spirit. 

2 to  10  grs. 

Cannabis  Indicse.. 

The  dried  flowering  tops. 

Eectifled  spirit. 

i to  1 gr. 

Cascarae  Sagradae 

The  powdered  bark 

Proof  spirit  and 

2 to  8 grs. 

water. 

Colchici  

Juice  of  the  fresh  conns. 

None. 

1 to  2 grs. 

Colchici  Acetic.  . . 

Do.  do. 

with  acetic  acid. 

i to  2 grs. 

Colocynth.  Comp.. 

Pnlp  of  colocynth,  extract 

Proof  spirit. 

3 to  10  grs. 

of  socotrine  aloes,  scam- 
mony  resin,  curd  soap, 
and  cardamoms. 

Conii 

Juice  of  fresh  leaves  and 

None. 

2 to  G grs. 

young  branches. 

Gelsemii  Alcohol.. 

The  dried  rhizome. 

Spirit  and  water. 

J to  2 gi's. 

Gentianae 

The  sliced  root,  dried. 

Boiling  w'ater. 

2 to  10  grs. 

Glycyrrhizae  . . . . 

The  dried  powdered  root. 

Cold  water. 

5 grs.  to  1 dr. 

Haematoxyli  ..  .. 

Dried  logwood  in  chips. 

Boiling  water. 

10  to  30  grs. 

Hyoscyami  ■ . . . 

Juice  of  fresh  leaves  and 

None. 

5 to  10  grs. 

branches. 

Jaborandi  . . . . 

The  dried  leaflets. 

Proof  spirit  and 

2 to  10  grs. 

water. 

Jalapae  

The  dried  powdered  root 

Rectified  spirit 

6 to  15  grs. 

and  water. 

Krameriae  ■ . . . 

The  dried  powdered  root 

Cold  W'ater. 

5 to  20  grs. 

Lactucae 

.1  nice  of  the  flowering  herb 

None. 

5 to  15  giv. 

Lupuli  

The  dried  strobiles 

Rectified  spii'it 

6 to  15  grs. 

and  hot  water. 

Mezerei  .Ether.  . . 

The  dried  bark  cut  small 

Rectified  spirit 

Externally. 

and  ether. 

Nucis  Vomicae 

The  dried  seeds,  powdered 

Rectified  spirit 

J to  2 grs. 

after  being  steamed. 

and  water. 

Opii  

Opium  in  powder. 

Cold  water. 

i to  2 grs. 

Papaveris  . . . . 

Dried  seedless  capsules 

Boiling  water 

2 to  5 grs. 

Pareirae 

powdered. 

and  spirit. 

The  dried  powdered  root 

Boiling  water. 

10  to  30  gi's. 

Physostigmatis  . 

The  dried  ixjwdcrcd  Cala 
liar  bean. 

licctilied  spirit 

t's  to  1 gr. 

^ Quassise 

'I'lie  dried  rnsiicd  rvood. 
The  powdered  bark 

Cold  water. 
Proof  spirit  am 
water. 

Cold  water  and 

.3  to  6 gre. 

15  to  GO  grs. 

Shamni  Frangulae 

Rhei 

Tlie  dried  powdered  root 

6 to  15  givt. 

Stramonii  . . . 

The  dried,  coarsely  pow 

liroof  .spirit. 
Ether  and  proo 

h to  i gr. 

Taraxaci 

dered  seeds. 

spirit. 

The  juice  of  the  frc.sli  roo 

None. 

5 to  .30  gi-s. 
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As  regards  doses,  the  student  should  remember  that  the 
extract  of  Calabar  bean  and  alcoholic  extract  of  beUadonna 
should  be  given  in  doses  of  J^to  \ gr.;  stramonium,  ^ to  4 gr.; 
the  green  extract  of  belladonna,  aconite,  and  Indian  hemp,  ^ 
to  1 gr. ; whilst  the  doses  of  colchicum,  nux  vomica,  and  opium 
extracts  should  not  exceed  2 grs. 

Glycerina  (Glycerines — 8 in  number)  are  solutions  of  the 
drug  bearing  the  name,  in  glycerine  or  in  glycerine  and  water. 

The  fact  of  the  solid  constituents  being  weighed  and  the 
fluid  ones  being  measured,  leads  to  difficulties  in  stating  accu- 
rately their  strengths. 


GLYCEKINUU. 

IXGEEDIEXTS. 

Streu^h  by 
■\Veight. 

Strength  by 
Volume. 

Acid.  Carbolic!.. 

Cai’bolic  acid  and  glycerine. 

1 in  6. 

1 in  4J. 

Acid.  Gallic! 

Gallic  acid  and  glycerine. 

1 in  6. 

1 in  4J. 

Acid.  Tannici  .. 

Tannic  acid  and  glycerine. 

1 in  6. 

1 in  4J. 

Aluminis  . . . . 

Alum  and  glycerine. 

1 in  7J. 

1 in  6J. 

Amyli  

Starch,  glycerine  and  water. 

1 in  10. 

1 in  9. 

Boracis 

Borax,  glycerine  and  water. 

1 in  8. 

1 in  6|. 

Plumbi  ..  ..  ( 

Subacetatis  ( 

Acetate  and  oxide  of  lead. 
Glycerine  and  water. 

This  latter  is  afterwards  evaporateA 

1 in  G. 

1 in  4. 

Tragacanthse  . . 

Tragacanth,  glycerine,  and 
water. 

1 in  5i). 

1 in  6§. 

Infusa  (Infusions— 28  in  number)  are  watery  solutions  of 
vegetable  principles  prepared  without  boiling.  24  are  prepared 
by  pouring  boiling  distilled  water  on  the  vegetable  projierly 
comminuted,  and  placed  in  a suitable  pot  with  a covered  lid, 
and  allowed  to  stand  a definite  short  time.  Two — Quassia  and 
Calumba— are  prepared  with  cold  water,  and  two — Chiretta 
and  Cusparia — with  water  at  120°.  All  will  dai-ken  on  the 
addition  of  persalts  of  Iron,  except  Quassia  and  Calumba,  and 
all  should  be  prepared  fresh.  All  are  dii’ected  to  be  strained 
except  kousso.  The  product  should  not  be  made  to  measure 
any  particular  quantity.  The  most  important  infusion  for  the 
student  to  remember  is  Digitalis.  It  contains  28  grs.  to  each 
10  oz.,  and  the  dose  is  only  two  to  four  drams.  All  the  in- 
fusions are  made  with  10  oz.  water,  c.xcept  kousso,  and  only 
8 oz.  are  ordered  in  it;  1.3  arc  m.ade  with  4 oz.  of  the  vege- 
table; 8 with  :j-  oz.;  linseed  has  150  and  catechu  160  grs.; 
geuti.an  .and  quassia,  65  grs.  e.ach ; while  c.ascarilla  and  senna 
contain  1 oz.  each  to  every  10  oz. 


MATEKIA  MEDICA. 


Itl 


IXFUSUJI. 

Anthemidls  • • 
Aurantii 

Aurantii  Co. 


Buchu  . . . . 
Calunibse 
Caryophylli 
Cascarillsa  .. 
Catecliii 


Chiratse 
Cinch.  Acid. . . 


Cuspariae  . . 

Cusso  ..  .. 

Digitalis 
Ergotse  ■■  .. 

GeiitianEe  Co. 


Jaborandi  .. 
Krameriae  . . 
Lini 


Lupuli  . . . . 
Maticae  . . . . 
Quassiae . . . . 
Rhei  . . . . 

Rosae  Acidum 


Senegas  . . . . 
Sennas  . . . . 

Serpentarlas 
Uvas  Ursi 
Valerianae  .. 


INFUSIONS. 


IXGREDIEXTS. 


J oz.  flowers. 

^ oz.  bitter-orange 
peel  cut  small. 

I oz.  bitter-orange 
peel  cut  small. 

56  grs.  fresh  lemon 
peel  cut  small. 

28  grs.  cloves  bruised 
J oz.  leaves  bruised, 
i oz.  root  cut  small, 
i oz.  cloves  bruised. 

1 oz.  powdered  bark. 
160  gi-s.  pale  catechu 
coarsely  powdered 
30  grs. cinnamon  bark 
bniised. 

i oz.  chiretta  out  sml. 
Joz.red  bark  in  No.  40 
powder.  1 dr.  aro- 
matic sulphuric  acid 
J oz.  bark  in  No.  40 
powder. 

J oz.  koasso  coarsely 
powdered. 

28  grs.  dried  leaves, 
i oz.  coarsely  pow- 
dered. 

55  gi-s.  root  sliced, 

55  grs.  bitter-orange 
peel  cut. 

i oz.  fresh  lemon  peel 
cut. 

i oz.  dried  leaflets, 
i oz.  root  powdered. 
150  grs.  of  tlie  seeds, 
50  grs.  dried  liquorice 
root  in  No.  20  i)owdcr 
J oz.  dried  .strobiles. 

} oz.  leaves  cut  small. 
.55  grs.  wood  chips. 
i oz.  root  in  thin 
slices. 

i oz.  dried  rod  rose 
petals. 

1 dr.  dilute  sulphuric 
acid. 

i oz.  root  imwdcrcd. 

1 oz.  senna  & 28  grs. 
ginger  sliced. 

Joz.  rhizome  powd’nl 
i oz.  leaves  bniised. 
i oz.  rhizome  bruised 


MEN.STEUmr. 


10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 

10  oz.  boiling  water; 


10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  cold  water. 
10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 


10  oz.  waterat  120°. 
10  oz.  boiling  water 


10  oz.  water  at  120“ 

8 oz.  boiling  water. 

10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 

10  oz.  Ijoiling  water 


10  oz.  Ijoiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 


10  oz.  boiling  water 
■ 0 oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  cold  water. 
10  oz.  boiling  water 

10  oz.  boiling  water 


10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 

10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 
10  oz.  boiling  water 


TlilE. 

DOSE. 

+ hour. 
I hour. 

1 to  4 OZ. 
1 to  2 OZ. 

I hour. 

1 to  2 oz. 

1 hour. 
J hour. 
5 hour. 
1 hour. 

J hoiu'. 

1 to  4 oz. 
1 to2  oz. 
1 to  4 oz. 
1 to2  oz. 
1 to  2 oz. 

O O 

1 to  2 oz. 
1 to  2 oz. 

1 hour. 

1 to  2 oz. 

I hour. 

4 to  8 oz. 

i hour, 
i hour. 

2to4dr3 

1 to  2 oz. 

i hour. 

1 to  2 oz. 

i hour. 

1 hour. 

2 holu-s. 

1 to  2 oz. 

1 to  2 oz. 

2 to  0 oz. 

o o o 5 

1 to2oz. 

1 to  1 oz. 

I to  2 oz. 

1 to  2 oz. 

•J  hour. 

1 to2oz. 

h hour. 

J hour. 

1 to  2 oz. 

1 to2oz. 

J hour. 

1 hour. 

1 liour. 

1 to  2 oz. 

1 to  2 07. . 

1 to  2 oz. 
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There  are  7 Infusions  which  are  really  compound  prepara- 
tions, containing  more  than  one  ingredient;  they  are — Aurantii 
Co.,  Catechu,  Cinchonae  Acid.,  Gentianfe  Co.,  Lini,  Rosae  Acid., 
and  Sennae,  though  the  student  will  note  that  the  title  com- 
pound is  only  conferred  upon  two  of  them — viz..  Gentian  and 
Orange.  The  new  Pharmacopoeia,  in  addition  to  shortening 
the  time  for  the  majority  of  the  infusions,  has  reduced  the 
strength  of  Digitalis  from  3 grs.  to  2’8  grs.  per  oz.,  and  has 
also  added  acid  to  cinchona,  and  given  more  minute  directions 
for  the  comminution  of  the  substances  previous  to  infusion. 

Injectio  Hypodermica. — There  are  3 preparations  under 
this  head  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

HYPODERMIC  INJECTIONS. 


TNJECTIO 

HYrODERMICA. 

COJirOSITION. 

STRENGTH. 

DOSE. 

Apomorphinse 

Hydrochlorate  of  a])omor- 
phine,  2 grs. ; camphor 
water,  100  minims. 

1 in  50. 

1 

2 to  8 niins.| 

Ergotini 

Ergotin,  100  grs.;  camphor 
water  200  grs. 

lto2. 

3 to  10  mins. 

Morplilnse 

Hydrochlorate  of  raorpliiiie, 
92  grs. ; solution  of  am- 
monia, acetic  acid ; and 
water,  q.  s.  to  2 ozs. 

1 gr.  acetate 
in  10  mins. 

1 to  6 mins. 

Lamellae  (Discs;  are  3 in  number — 

Lamellae  Atropinae — Discs  of  gelatine  and  some  glycerine,  eacli  weighing 
about  -jV  gr.,  and  containing  &r.  sulphate  of  atropine. 
Lamellae  Cocainae— Discs  of  gelatine,  with  some  glycerine,  each  weighing 
about  -go  gr.,  and  containuig  ^ jio  gr.  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine. 
Lamellae  Physostigminae— Discs  of  gelatme,  with  some  glycerine,  each 
weighing  about  5%  gr.,  and  coutainmg  tuoU  gr.  physostigmine. 

Linimenta  (Liniments  or  Embrocations — 10  in  number) 
are  preparations  for  external  application  to  the  skin,  and  in- 
tended to  be  applied  with  friction.  They  are  really  very  thin 
ointments,  though  the  majority  of  them  are  perfectly  limpid 
liquids.  The  iodide  of  potassium  with  soap  liniment,  is  a soft 
solid — like  shaving  paste.  Of  the  1 0,  all  contain  either  a fixed 
or  volatile  oil  or  a soap,  except  Lin.  lodi,  camphor  entering 
into  11  of  them.  Those  without  camphor  are  ammonia,  lime, 
iodine,  croton  oil,  and  iodide  of  potassium  with  soap. 
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LTXIMEXTUM. 

cosrrosiTioN. 

STUEXGTH. 

Aconiti  . . . ■ 

20  oz.  root,  1 oz.  camphor,  and  30  oz. 
rectified  spirit. 

1 in  11. 

Ammonise 

loz.  solution  of  ammonia,  and  3 oz. 
olive  oil. 

1 in  4. 

Belladonnae  . . 

20  oz.  root,  1 oz.  camphor,  and  30  oz. 
rectified  spirit. 

1 in  11. 

Calcis 

2 oz.  lime  water,  and  2 oz.  olive  oil, 
agitated  together. 

1 in  2. 

Camphorae  . . 

1 oz.  camphor,  dissolved  in  4 oz.  olive 
oil. 

1 in  5. 

Camphorse  Co. 

2.)  oz.  camphor,  1 dr.  oil  of  lavender, 

5 oz.  strong  solution  of  ammonia, 
and  15  oz.  rectified  spirit. 

1 in  9. 

Chloroformi  .. 

2 oz.  chloroform,  and  2 oz.  camphor 
liniment. 

1 in  2. 

Crotonis  ..  .. 

1 oz.  croton  oil,  mid  SJ  oz.  each  oil  of 
cajuput  and  rectified  spirit. 

1 in  8. 

Hydrargyn  . . 

1 oz.  each  of  mercurial  ointment, solu- 
tion of  ammonia,  and  liniment  of 
camphor,  rubbed  together. 

1 of  oint.  in  3,  or 

1 of  Hg.  in  6. 

lodi  

1 j oz.  iodine,  J oz.  iodide  of  potassium, 

\ oz.  glycerine,  dissolved  in  10  oz. 
rectified  spirit. 

1 in  9. 

Opii  

2 oz.  tincture  of  opium,  and  2 oz.  soap 
liniment. 

1 in  2. 

Potassii  lodidi 

2 oz.  curd  soap,  IJ  oz.  iodide  of 

.54 J grs.  in  1 fl.  oz. 

cum  Sapone 

potassium.  1 oz.  glycerine,  1 dr.  oil 
of  lemon,  and  10  oz. distilled  water. 

or 

1 in  10  by  weight. 

Saponis  . . . . 

2 oz.  hard  soap,  1 oz.  camphor,  3 
drs.  oil  of  rosemary,  4 oz.  distilled 
water,  and  IG  oz.  rectified  sphit. 

1 in  12. 

Sinapis  Co.  . . 

1 dr.  oil  of  mustard,  40  grs.  ethereal 
extract  of  mezereon,  120  grs.  cam- 
phor, 5 drs.  castor  oil,  and  4 oz. 
rectified  spirit. 

1 in  40. 

Terebinthinse 

2 oz.  soft  soap,  1 oz.  camphor.  16  oz. 
oil  of  tiu-pentine,  and  2 oz.  water. 

4 in  5. 

Terebinth.Acet. 

4 oz.  oil  of  turpentine,  1 oz.  glacial 
acetic  acid,  and  4 oz.  camphor  lini- 
ment. 

4 in  9. 

Liquqres  (SoluUqus — 18  in  number)  are  solutions  of  vege- 
table principles  or  inorganic  substances,  mostly  in  distilfcd 
water.  One— Epispasticus— comes  from  the  animal  kingdom 
and  is  made  with  acetic  ether.  Antim.  chlorid.  is  made  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  gutta-percha  is  dissolved  in  chloroform 
ethylate  of  sodium  in  alcohol,  and  atropine  siilph.  in  camiihor 
water.  All  the  rest  arc  made  with  water  or  distilled  water 
The  following  nine  arc  of  the  same  strength,  and  are  impor- 
tant preparations,  containing  1 per  cent,  each  of  active  iimvc- 
dient Arsenicalis,  Arsenici  Hydrochloriciis,  Arscnii  ct  Hv- 
drarg.  lod,,  Atroiiimc  Sulphalis,  Morphime  Acctatis,  Morphinm 
Hydrochlor.,  lot.  rermang.,  Kodii  Arseuiati.s,  and  Strydinime. 


LIQUOR. 

STRENGTH. 

DOSE. 

Acid.  Chromici 

25  p.  cent,  anhydrous 

Used  externally. 

Ammonlse 

1 in  3.  (10  per  cent.' 

10  to  30  m. 

Ammonise  Fortior 

32'5  per  cent. 

Used  externally. 

Ammonii  Acetatis 

1 in  5. 

2 to  6 dis. 

Ammonli  Acet.  Fortior.  .. 

35  per  cent. 

25  to  75  m. 

Ammonii  Cit.  Fortior  . . . . 

68  per  cent. 

J to  14  drs. 

Ammonii  Citratis 

1 in  4. 

2 to  6 drs. 

Antimonii  Chloridi  . • • • 

36  per  cent. 

Used  externally. 

Arsenicalis 

1 in  100. 

2 to  8 m. 

Arsenici  Hydrochloricus  .. 

1 in  100. 

2 to  8 m. 

Arsenii  et  Hydrg.  lod 

1 in  100. 

10  to  30  m. 

Atropinae  Sulphatis  . . . . 

1 in  100. 

1 to  4 m. 

Bismuthi  et  Ammon.  Cit.  . . 

3 grs.  in  1 dr. 

J to  1 dr. 

Calcii  Chloridi 

1 in  6.  ■ 

15  to  50  m. 

Calcis  

i gi‘.  in  1 oz. 

1 to  4 oz. 

Calcis  Chlorinatse 

2 to  3 per  cent.  Cl. 

10  to  20  m. 

Calcis  Saccharatus  . . . . 

7 grs.  in  1 oz. 

15  to  60  ni. 

Chlori 

2'6  grs.  in  1 oz. 

10  to  20  m. 

Epispasticus  

1 in  4. 

Used  externally. 

Ferri  Acetatis 

1 in  4. 

5 to  30  m, 

„ Acet.  Fort 

40  per  cent. 

1 to  8 m. 

„ Dialysatus  

5 per  cent. 

10  to  30  ni. 

„ Perchloridi 

1 in  4. 

10  to  30  m. 

„ „ Fortior  .. 

1 oz.  iron  in  5. 

2 to  8 m. 

„ Pernitratis  

1 oz.  iron  in  30. 

10  to  40  ni. 

„ Persulphatis 

36  per  cent. 

— 

Gutta  percha 

1 in  9. 

Used  externally. 

Hydrargyri  Nit.  Acidus 

48  per  cent. 

Used  externally. 

Hydrargyri  Perchloridi  . . 

i gr.  in  1 oz. 

J to  2 dre. 

lodi 

22  grs.  in  1 oz. 

5 to  10  m. 

Lithiae  Eflfervescens  . . . . 

10  gre.  in  1 pnt. 

5 to  10  oz. 

Magnesii  Carbonatis  ..  .. 

10  gi's.  in  1 oz. 

1 to  2 oz. 

Magnesii  Citratis 

3J  per  cent. 

5 to  10  oz. 

Morphinae  Acetatis  ..  .. 

1 in  100. 

10  to  60  m. 

Morpbinaa  Bimeconatis  .. 

14  in  100. 

5 to  40  m. 

Morphinae  Hydro chloratis 

1 in  100. 

10  to  60  m. 

Plumbi.  Subacetatis  . . . . 

24  per  cent. 

. ..  Dilutus  .. 

1 in  80. 

J to  2 dre. 

Potassae  

27  gre.  in  1 oz. 

15  to  60  m. 

Potassae  Eflfervescens  •• 

30  grs.  in  1 pnt. 

5 to  10  oz. 

Potassii  Permanganatis  . ■ 
Sodas  

1 in  100. 

18-8  gi-s.  in  1 oz. 

15  to  60  m. 

Sodae  Chlorinatae 

24  i)er  cent.  Cl. 

10  to  20  m. 

Sodae  Eflfervescens  .. 

30  grs.  in  1 pnt. 

5 to  10  oz. 

Sodii  Arseniatis  

1 in  100. 

6 to  10  m. 

Sodii  Ethylatis  

19  per  cent. 

Used  externally. 

Strychninae  Hydrochloratis 

1 in  100. 

6 to  10  m. 

Zinci  Chloridi 

46  grs.  in  1 dr. 

Used  extenially. 
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Lotiones  (Lotions— 2 in  number)  are  liquid  preparations 
for  external  applieatiou. 

Lotio  Hydrargyri  Flava,  18  grs.  hyd.  perchlor.  and  10  OZ3.  lime  water. 
Lotio  Hydrargsrrl  Nigra,  30  gi-s.  calomel  and  10  023.  lime  water. 

Mella  (Honeys — 5 in  number,  including  the  oxymels),  are 
preparations  of  honey.  The  two  of  any  activity — Oxymel 
Scillffi  and  Mel  Boracis — are  inferior  to  the  Syrup  of  Squill 
and  Glycerine  of  Borax. 

Mel.— A saccharine  secretion  from  Apis  Mellifica. 

Mel  Deptiratum.— Honey  melted  and  strained  through  flannel. 

Mel  Boracis.— 60  grs.  powdered  borax  mixed  with  180  grs.  honey,  and  30 
grs.  glycerine. 

Oxymel.— 40  ozs.  honey,  5 ozs.  acetic  acid,  and  5 ozs.  distilled  water. 
Oxymel  Scillse.— l pint  vinegar  of  squill  and  2 lbs.  honey. 

Misturse — Mixtures — 10  in  number). 


IIISTUKA. 


COJIPOSITIOX. 


Strexoth 

PER  Oz. 


Ammoniac! 
AmygdalEe 
Creasoti  .. 

Crete..  .. 

Ferrl  Aromatica 

Ferri  Comp.  .. 
Guaiaci  . . . . 


Scammonii  . . 
Sennae  Co. 


Spt,  Vini  Gallici. 


1 oz.  ammoniacum  rubbed  up  with  8 
] oz.  water,  and  strained. 

2 oz.  compound  powder  of  almonds 
I and  IG  ozs.  water,  and  strained. 

15  miiums  each  creasote  and  glacial 
' acetic  acid,  1 oz.  syrup,  r dr.  spirit 
I of  juniper,  and  15  oz.  water. 

I oz.  prepared  chalk,  J oz.  gum  acacia 
in  powder,  r oz.  syrup,  and  oz. 
cinnamon  water. 

1 oz.  red  bark,  J oz.  calumba  root,  J 
oz.  cloves,  r oz.  iron  wire,  3 oz. 
compound  tincture  of  cardamoms, 
J oz.  tincture  of  orange  ijeel,  and 
peppennint  water  to  16  oz. 

25  grs.  sulphate  of  iron,  30  grs.  car- 
bonate of  potassium,  60  gx's.  myrrh 
GO  grs.  sugar,  4 drs.  spirit  of  nut- 
meg,  94  oz.  rose  water. 
i oz.  guniaciim  resin,  J oz.  sugar,  4 
oz.  gum  acacia  powdered,  and  1 pt, 
cinnamon  water. 

6 grs.  senmmony  in  2 oz.  milk. 

4 oz.  sulidiatc  of  niagne.siuni,  1 oz.  lin, 
extract  of  liquoiico,  2^  oz.  tincture 
of  senna,  1^  ozs.  compound  tincture 
of  cardamoms  and  infusion  of  senna 
15  ozs. 

,j4  oz.  brandy,  4 oz.  cinnamon  water, 
the  yolks  of  2 eggs,  J oz.  sugar. 


' 13^  grs. 

I 

I 54  grs. 

I 1 minim. 

13^  grs. 

about  i\j  gr. 

24  grs. 

11  grs. 


3 gi-s. 

1 dr.  tinct.  and 
87  gi-s.  mag. 
sulpli. 


3 drs. 
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The  formula  of  each  of  the  official  mixtures  may  be  regarded 
as  a carefully  written  recipe  in  which  a mixture  is  ordered, 
the  ingredients  being  mostly  in  suspension.  All  are  made 
with  distilled  waters.  The  dose  may  be  said  to  be  the  same 
for  all — from  ^ to  1 or  2 oz. 

Mucilagines  (Mucilages — 3 in  number)  should  be,  strictly 
speaking,  watery  solutions  of  a gum,  but  in  mucilage  of  starch 
the  starch  is  not  dissolved.  The  following  are  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia : — 

MucilagO  Acacise. — 4 oz.  gum  acacia  dissolved  in  6 oz  distilled  water. 
Mucilago  Amyli. — 120  grs.  starch  boiled  in  10  oz.  distilled  water. 
MucilagO  Tragacanthse. — CO  grs.  of  the  powdered  gum  mixed  with  2 drs. 

rectified  spirit  and  10  oz.  distilled  water  added. 

Oleata — (Oleates — 2 in  number)  : — 

Oleatum  Hydrarg3rri. — 1 oz.  yellow  oxide  of  mercury  and  9 oz.  oleic  acid. 
Oleatum  zinci. — 1 oz.  oxide  of  zinc  and  9 oz.  oleic  acid. 

Olea  (Oils.) — Under  this  name  there  are  34  substances  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia.  They  may  be  divided  into  two  well- 
marked  classes — fixed  and  volatile,  the  fixed  being  obtained 
by  expression,  and  the  volatile  being  products  of  distillation, 
except  in  the  case  of  01.  Limonis,  a vegetable  oil,  which  is 
volatile  though  obtained  by  expression.  In  addition  to  these, 
which  are  only  known  as  oils,  there  are  others  equally  deser- 
ving the  name,  as — camphor,  which  is  a volatile  oil ; lard, 
wax,  suet,  and  spermaceti,  which  are  fixed. 

Of  the  34  oils,  one  is  an  animal  product — cod  liver  oil — 
which  is  a fixed  oil,  and,  omitting  leuion,  seven  are  expressed 
— Almond,  Croton,  Linseed,  Nutmeg  (concrete),  Olive,  Castor, 
and  Theobroma.  Two  are  semi-solid — viz.,  Theobroma  and 
Concrete  Oil  of  Nutmeg. 

As  a rule,  they  vary  from  colourlessness  through  straw  and 
yellow  to  a pale  brown,  but  cajuput  is  a deep  green  colour. 

Cloves,  cinnamon,  pimento  and  mustard  oils  sink  in  water. 

The  dose  of  each  of  the  volatile  oils  is,  speaking  generally, 
about  1 to  4 minims.  The  oil  of  mustard  is  a powerful  poison, 
and  should  only  be  used  externally.  Of  the  fixed  oils,  croton 
is  only  given  in  doses  of  ^ to  1 minim,  while  of  the  remaining 
six  nearly  an  ounce  each  may  be  given. 

The  volatile  oils  are  added  to  the  official  pill  masses  for  two 
reasons — to  correct  griping,  and  to  serve  as  a means  of  distin- 
guishing the  various  pill  masses  Jrom  each  other  b}’’  the  odour. 

Oleo-Eesina.— There  is  one  preparation  of  this  clt^s— Oleo- 
Ecsina  Cubebte — prepared  by  allowing  an  ethereal  tincture  of 
Cubebs  to  evaporate. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  different  oils,  their  source  and 
preparation,  and  doses  : — 


OLEril. 


Amygdalae  . 

Anethi  . . . 
Anlsi 

Anthemidis  . 
Cajuputi  ..  . 

Carui  

Caryophylli  . 

Cinnamomi  . 
Copaibae  . . . 
Coriandri 
Crotonis  . . . 
Cubebae  . . . 

Eucalypti..  . 
Juniperi  . . . 

Lavandulae  . 
Liraonis  . . . 

Lini  

Menthae  Pipe- 
ritae  . . . . 

Menthae  Viridis 

Morrhuae  ..  .. 

Myristicae 

Myristicae  Ex- 
pressum  . . 

Olivae 

Phosphoratum 

Pimentae  . . . . 

Pint  Sylvestris 
Ricini  . . . . 
Rosmarini 
Rutae  . . . 
Sabinae  . . 
Santali  . . 
Sinapis  . . 


Terebinthinae. . 
Theobromatis . 


SOUECE  A^■D  HOW  PRErARED. 


E.xpressed  from  bitter  or  sweet  al- 
monds. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  dill  fruit. 

Distilled  in  Europe  and  China  from 
the  fruit  of  Anise  and  Star-anise. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  flowers. 

Distilled  from  the  leaves. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  fruit. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  flower 
buds. 

Distilled  from  cinnamon  bark. 

Distilled  from  tlie  oleo-resin. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  fruit. 

E.vpressed  in  Britain  from  the  seeds. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  unripe 
fruit. 

Distilled  from  the  fresh  leaves. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  unripe 
fruit. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  flowers. 

E.vpressed  from  the  fresh  peel. 

E.vpressed  in  Britain  without  heat 
from  the  seeds. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  fresh 
flowering  herb. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  fresh 
flowering  herb. 

Extracted  by  a heat  under  180°  from 
the  fresh  liver. 

Distilled  in  Britain  fr-om  the  (tried 
seeds. 

Expressed  with  aid  of  heat  from  do. 

Expressed  from  the  ripe  fruit. 

Expressed  oil  of  almonds  and  phos- 
phorus, heated  to  180". 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  the  unripe 
berry. 

Distilled  from  the  fresh  leaves. 

E.xpressed  from  the  seeds. 

Distilled  irom  the  flowering  tops. 

Distilled  from  the  fresh  herb. 

Distilled  in  Britain  from  fresh  tops 

Distilled  from  the  wood. 

DisUlled  with  water  from  the  black 
.seeds,  after  the  removal  of  the  fixed 
oil  by  expre.ssioii. 

Distilled  from  the  oleo-resin, 

J';xi)re.s.sed  with  heat  from  the  ground 
seeds. 


DOSE. 


2 to  4 drs. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

5 to  20  mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

J to  1 min. 

5 to  20  mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 
Used  extei-nally 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

1 to  8 drs. 

1 to  4 mins. 

Not  given. 

i to  1 07,. 

5 to  10  mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 


1 to  S drs. 

1 to  4 mins. 

I to  4 mins. 

1 to  4 mins. 

10  to  30  mins. 
Used  externally 

10  mins,  to  -1  drs. 
Not  given. 
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Pilulse  (Pills— 21  in  number)  are  soft  solid  masses,  capable 
of  being  easily  made  into  little  globular  forms,  intended  to  be 
swallowed  whole.  More  than  the  half  of  them  are  purgative, 
and  the  dose  is  generally  5 to  10  grs.  The  dose  of  Pil.  Phos- 
phor! is  only  2 to  4 grs.  The  following  table  gives  the  name 
of  each,  its  composition,  and  strength  of  the  named  in- 
gredients : — 


PILULA. 

rNGUEDIENTS. 

STREN’GTIL 

AloesBarbadensis 

Aloes  et  Asafoet. 

Aloes  et  Ferri.  . . 

Aloes  et  Myrrhse 

Aloes  Socotrinse 

Asafoetidse  Co.  • • 

Cambogise  Co.  . • 

Coloc3mth.  Co.  • ■ 

« 

Colocynth.  et 
Hyoscyami.. 

Conli  Co.  •• 
Ferri  Carb 

Ferri  lodidi-.  •• 

Hydrargyri 

Hydrarg.  Sub- 
chlor.  Co.  • • 
Ipecacuanhse  C. 

Scilla  • ; ■ ■ 

Plumbi  C.  Opio  • • 

Phosphori  • • • • 

Rhei  Co.  • • • • 

Saponis  Co 

Scammonii  Co.  • • 

Scillse  Co.  ••  •• 

Barbacloes  aloes,  hard  soap,  oil  of  cara- 
way, and  confection  of  roses. 

Soootrine  aloes,  asafcetida,  hard  soap, 
and  confection  of  roses. 

Sulphate  of  iron,  Barhadoes  aloes,  com- 
pound powder  of  cinnamon,  and  con- 
fection of  roses. 

Socotrine  aloes,  myrrh,  saffi'on,  treacle 
and  glycerine. 

Socotrine  aloes,  hard  soap,  volatile  oil 
of  nutmeg,  and  confection  of  roses. 

Asafcetida,  galbanum,  myrrh,  and 
tr0fl-cl0« 

Gamboge,  Barbadoes  aloes,  hard  soap, 
compound  powder  of  cinnamon,  and 
syrup. 

Colocynth,  Barbadoes  aloes,  scamniony 
resin,  sulphate  of  potassium,  oil  of 
cloves,  and  water. 

Compound  colocynth  pill  and  extract  of 
hyoscyamus. 

Extract  of  hemlock,  ipecac.,  and  treacle. 

Saccharated  cai'bonate  of  ix'on  and  con- 
fection of  roses. 

Iron  wire,  iodine,  sugar,  powdered  U- 
quorice,  and  distilled  water. 

Mercury,  confection  of  roses,  and  pow- 
dered liquorice. 

Calomel,  sulphurated  antimony,  guaia- 
cum  resin,  and  castor  oil. 

Dover's  powder,  squill,  ammoniacum, 
and  treacle. 

Acetate  of  lead,  opium,  and  confection 
of  roses. 

Phosphorus,  balsam  of  toln,  yellow  wax, 
and  curd  soap. 

Rhnharh,  Socotrine  aloes,  myn-h,  hnnl 
soap,  oil  of  peppeniiint,  treacle,  and 
glycerine. 

Opium,  hard  soap,  and  glycerine. 

Resins  of  scammoiiy  and  jalap,  cnnl 
soap,  strong  tincture  of  ginger,  and 
rectified  spirit.  , 

Squill,  ginger,  ammoiiiacnm,  hard  soap, 
and  treacle. 

1 in  2. 

1 in  4. 

1 in  7. 

1 in  3. 

1 in  2. 

1 in  SJ. 

1 in  6. 

1 in  6. 

2 & I,  ill  3. 

2J  in  3. 

1 in  IJ. 

1 in  3h 

1 in  3. 

1 in  5. 

1 in  23. 

6 & 1,  in  S. 

1 in  90. 

1 in  4J. 

1 in  6. 

(of  opium.) 

1 ill  3J. 

1 in  5. 
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The  student  of  Pharmacy  is  expected  to  be  able  to  distin- 
guish each  official  pill  mass  by  its  physical  qualities.  As 
nearly  all  are  dark  brown  or  black  in  colour,  only  a few  can 
be  distinguished  by  sight — thus  Pil.  Hydrarg.  is  blue;  Hyd. 
Subchlor.  Co.  a ’bright  orange;  and  Conii  darlt,  green.  The 
majority  are  distinguishable  by  smell — thus,  Colocynth  is 
kuown  by  its  odour  of  cloves  ; Barbadoes  aloes,  by  its  cara- 
way; Socotrine  aloes  by  its  nutmeg  ; Kufus  pill,  by  its  saffron; 
Aloes  et  Asafoetida,  by  its  powerful  fetid  odour  ; whilst  in  Pil. 
Asafoetida  Co.,  the  myrrh  almost  conceals  the  stinking  gum  ; 
Pil.  Cambogise  smells  strongly  of  Barbadoes  aloes,  and  is  not 
of  the  yellow  colour  which  the  student  might  expect ; Pil. 
Scillrn  Co.  is  known  by  the  odour  of  its  ammoniacum  ; saponis, 
by  its  tawny  colour  and  opium  smell ; rhubarb  by  its  pepper- 
mint ; and  lead  and  opium,  by  the  odour  of  acetic  acid. 


Pulveres  (Powders)  are  1.5  in  number: — 


PULYIS. 

INGREDIENTS, 

Dose  in 
GUAIXS. 

STnEXC4TII. 

Amygdalas  Co 

Sweet  almonds,  reflned 

10  to  GO. 

8 in  13. 

sugar,  and  acacia  gum. 

Antimonialis  . . . . 

Oxide  of  antimony  and 

3 to  5. 

1 in  3. 

phosphate  of  calcium. 

Catechu  Co 

Catechu,  kino,  rhatany 
root.cinnamoii,  and  nut- 
meg. 

20  to  40. 

1 in  24. 

Cinnamomi  Co 

Cinnamon,  cardamoms, 

3 to  10. 

1 in  3. 

Cretae  Aromaticus  . . 

.and  ginger. 

Cinnamon,  nutmeg,  saf- 
fron,cloves,  cardamoms, 

10  to  60. 

1 in  44. 

sugar,  and  chalk. 

Cretae  Aromat.  C.  Opio 

.\romatic  chalk  powder. 

10  to  40. 

1 in  40. 

Elaterini  Co 

and  opium. 

lilaterin  and  sugar  of 

J to  5. 

(.opium.) 

1 in  40. 

milk. 

Glycyrrhizse  Co. 

fSenna,  liquorice  root,  su- 

30  to  GO. 

1 in  6 

Ipecacuanhse  Co.  . . 

gar,  fennel  fruit  .and 
sulphur. 

Ipecacuanha,  opium,  and 

5 to  15. 

1 in  10. 

Jalapse  Co 

sulphate  of  potassium. 
.Jala|),  cream  of  tartar, 

20  to  GO. 

1 in  3. 

1 Kino  Co 

and  ginger. 

Kino,  opium,  and  cimia- 

5 to  20. 

1 in  20 

Opit  Co 

luoil. 

Opium,  blauk  pepper, 

2 to  5. 

(opium.) 

1 in  10. 

1 

i 

RheiCo 

ginger,  caraway,  and 
tragacanth. 

Illmbarb.light  magnesia, 

20  to  GO. 

1 in  -IJ. 

i Scammonil  Co 

and  ginger. 

.Scanmiony  resin,  jalaj), 

10  to  20. 

1 in  2. 

Tragacanthse  Co.  . . 

and  ginger. 

Tragacanth,  gum  acacia. 

20  to  CO. 

1 in  G. 

— 

stanih.  and  suyiiv. 
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The  official  powders  are  all  called  “ compound  ” except  three 
— Antimonial,  Aromatic  Chalk,  and  Ai-omatic  Chalk  with 
opium.  They  can  be  for  the  most  part  distinguished  by  their 
colour,  which  is  given,  with  the  exact  weight  of  each  consti- 
tuent under  the  name  of  the  drug,  in  the  Materia  Medica.  The 
student  cannot,  however,  depend  upon  colour  alone,  as  cinna- 
mon, aromatic  chalk,  aromatic  chalk  with  opium,  ipecacuanha, 
jalap,  rhubarb,  and  scammony  closely  resemble  each  other, 
only  differing  by  very  faint  gradations  of  colour.  The  smell, 
along  with  the  colour,  will  distinguish  most  of  them — thus, 
the  odour  of  opium  distinguishes  the  aromatic  chalk  and  opium 
powder  from  the  plain  aromatic  chalk. 

Spiritus  (Spirits — of  which  there  are  18  in  number)  are 
for  the  most  part  alcoholic  solutions  of  a volatile  oil.  The 
student  should  remember  that  all  are  colourless  when  freshly 
l^repared  except  brandy. 


SPIRITUS. 

COMPOSITION. 

Stbexgtu. 

DOSE. 

.ffitheris 

Ether  and  spirit. 

1 in  3. 

i tolj  drs. 

! .ffitheris  Compositus 

Ethereal  oil,  ether,  and 

1 in  64. 

J to  2 drs. 

(Hoffmann’ s Anodyne.) 

.ffitheris  Nitrosi 

spirit. 

A spirituous  solution  of 

S.  G. 

J to  2 drs. 

, Ammonias  Aromat. 

nitrous  compounds. 
Carbonate,  strong  solution 

•840--845. 

1 in  40. 

J to  1 dr.  j 

' Ammoniae  Foetidus.. 

of  ammonia,  v.  oil  of 
nutmeg,  oil  of  lemon, 
spirit  and  ■water. 
Asafoetida,  strong  solution 

(Carbounte). 

1 ill  20. 
(Liq.Aui.F.) 
in  20. 

^ to  1 dr. 

Armoraciae  Compos. 

of  atumonia,  aod  spirit. 
Horseradish  root,  bitter 

1 in  8. 

1 to  2 drs. 

Cajuputi  

orange  peel,  nutmeg, 
ju’oof  spirit,  and  ■n’ater. 
Oil  of  cajuput  and  spirit. 

1 in  50. 

i 

.J  to  1 dr.  ; 

Camphoras 

Camphor  and  spirit. 

1 in  10. 

10  to  30  m. 

Chloroformi  ..  .. 

Chloroform  and  spirit. 

1 in  20. 

20  to  60  m. 

Cinnamomi 

Oil  of  cinnamon  and  spirit. 

1 in  60. 

J to  1 dr. 

Junlperi  

Oil  of  juniper  and  spirit. 

1 in  50. 

J to  1 dr. 

Lavandulas 

Oil  of  lavender  and  spirit. 

1 in  50. 

J to  1 dr. 

Menthas  Piperitae  .. 

Oil  of  peppermint  and  spirit 

1 in  50. 

i to  1 dr.  ; 

Myristica 

Volatile  oil  of  nutmeg  and 

1 in  50. 

J to  1 dr. 

Rectificatus  . . . . 

spirit. 

Alcohol,  ■with  16  per  cent. 

56  o.r. 

-- 

Rosmarini 

of  water. 

Oil  of  roscmaiy  and  spirit. 

1 in  60. 

.J  to  1 dr. 

Tenuior 

Spirit  5 i)ints  and  water  3 

49  p.  cent. 

— 

Vini  Gallici 

|)ints. 

Spirit  distilled  from  French 

AViont  do. 

1 

wine. 
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Succi  (Juices — 7 in  number). — Two  are  introduced  to  make 
the  syrups  of  the  same  name,  viz.— SUCCUS  Mori  and  SUCCUS 
Linionis.  They  are  the  juices  of  the  fruits. 

The  remaining  five,  which  are  regarded  as  the  juices  proper 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  are  prepared  by  adding  1 measure 
of  rectified  spirit  to  3 measures  of  the  freshly  expressed  juice 
of  the  recently  collected  plants,  setting  the  mixture  aside  to 
settle  and  afterwards  filtering. 


SUCCUS. 

SOUKCE. 

DOSE. 

BeUadonnse  • . . . 

Fre.sii  leaves  and  young  branches 
after  flowering. 

5 to  15  mins. 

Conii  

Fresh  leaves  and  young  branches 
when  the  fruit  begins  to  form. 

J to  1 dr. 

Hyoscyami 

Fresh  leaves,  flowering  tops  and 
young  branches. 

J to  1 dr. 

Scoparii  

Fresh  tops. 

1 to  2 drs. 

Taraxaci  

Fresh  root  gathered  in  autumn. 

1 to  2 drs. 

Suppositoria  (Suppositories— 8 in  number),  are  small, 
solid  masses,  weighing  about  15  grs.  and  of  conical  shape,  con- 
taining some  active  ingredient  blended  with  a fatty  or  soapy 
basis  for  introduction  into  the  rectum.  The  following  table 
shows  the  materials  used  and  the  strength  of  each  : — 


SUPPOSITORIA. 


IXGREDIEXT.S. 


STREXGTII. 


; Acidi  Carbolic!  cum 
Sapone  

Acidi  Tannici  . . . . 

j Acidi  Taimici  cum 
Sapone  


Hydrargyri 

Iodoform! 

Morphinse 

Morphinse  c.  Sapone 


Plumbi  Co. 


I 


Carliolic  acid,  curd  soap,  aud 
Blycoriiie  of  starch. 

Tannic  acid  and  oil  of  tlioo- 
liroinn. 

Tannic  .acid,  filycorino  of  stnrcli, 
curd  snap,  and  starch. 

Ointment  of  mercury  ami  oil  of 
tlieohroma. 

Iodoform  and  oil  of  tlieohroma. 

ITydrochlorate  of  morjihine  and 
oil  of  llu'ohroma. 
Ilydrochloratoof  morjiliino,  gly- 
cerine of  starch,  curd  soap,  aud 
starcli. 

Acetate  of  lead,  opium,  and  oil 
of  thcoliroma. 


Gas.  IN'  Each. 
1 gr. 

.5  gr.s 
3 grs. 

5 grs.  (ungt.) 
3 grs. 
i Pr. 
i gr. 

3 grs.  and 
I gr.  opium. 
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Syrupi  (Syrups)  17  in  number)  are  strong  solutions  of  sugar, 
each  charged  with  some  preparation  either  to  irreserve  it  or 
make  its  administration  more  agreeable.  14  are  of  vegetable 
origin.  They  are  mostly — the  S.G.  being  generally  about  1-33 
— 5 heavier  than  water,  and  loaf  sugar  only  is  used  in  their 
preparation,  and  the  water  that  enters  into  their -composition 
is  to  be  distilled ; the  dose  averages  1 dram. 

The  syrups  are  recognised  by  their  colour,  with  which  the 
student  should  be  familiar.  Syrup,  syrup  of  orange  flowers, 
tolu,  chloral,  iodide,  and  phosphate  of  iron  are  colourless. 

Syrup  of  squill,  lemon,  orange  peel,  and  ginger  are  straw- 
coloured  ; the  last  two  being  somewhat  muddy. 

Syrup  of  rhubarb,  hemidesmus,  and  poppies  are  brown,  whilst 
syrup  of  senna  is  a dark  coffee-brown. 

Mulberry  syrup  is  a rich,  deep,  lake  colour,  and  hence  its  use 
to  give  an  agreeable  colour  to  mixtures. 

Syrups  of  red  poppy,  and  red  rose,  are  of  brilliant  shades  of 
red. 

The  following  table  shows  their  composition  and  strength: — 


SYRtJPUS. 

INGREDIENTS 

STRENGTH 
(by  volume.) 

Ssnrupus  . . . . 

Sugar,  5 lbs.;  water  2J  lbs. 

1 in  li. 

Aurantii  • • . 

Syrup  and  tincture  of  orange  peel. 

1 in  8. 

Aurantii  Floris . . 

Orange  flower  water,  sugar,  and  water. 

1 in  6J. 

Chloral 

Hydrate  of  chloral,  syrup  aud  water. 

1 in  6. 

Ferrilodidi..  .. 

Iron  wire,  iodine,  sugar'  and  water,  each 
dr.am  contains  4'3  grains. 

1 in  14. 

Ferri  Phosph.  . . 

Granulated  sulphate  of  irouj  bicarbonate 
and  phosphate  of  sodium,  concentrated 
phosphoric  acid,  sugar  aud  water;  1 gr. 
in  each  dram. 

1 in  GO. 

Hemidesmi . . . . 

Hemidesmus  root,  sugar  and  water. 

1 in  8. 

Limonis 

Fresh  lemon  peel,  juice  aud  sugar. 

1 in  2. 

Mori  

Mulberry  juice,  sugar  and  rectified  spirit. 

1 in  2. 

Papaveris  . • • • 

Seedless  capsules,  rectified  spirit,  sugar 
and  water. 

1 in  2^. 

Rhei 

Rhubarb  root,  coriander  finit,  sugar,  rec- 
tified spirit  and  water. 

1 in  15. 

Rhoeados  . ■ . • 

Fresh  red  poppy  petals,  sugar',  water  and 
rectified  spirit. 

1 in  3J. 

Rosse  Gallicse  . . 

Dried  red  rose  petals,  sugar  and  water. 

1 in  17. 

Scill80  

Vinegar  of  squill  and  sugar 

1 in  17. 
(of  squill.) 

Sennae 

.Senna  loaves,  oil  of  coriander,  sugar,  water 
and  rectified  spirit. 

1 in  2. 

Tolutanus  . . . . 

Balsam  of  tolu.  sugar  and  water. 

1 in  29. 

Zingiheris  . . . . 

Strong  tincture  of  ginger  and  syrup. 

1 in  26. 
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Tabellae  (Tablets — only  one  preparation  is  official). 

Tabellse  Nitroglycerini— Tablet.^  of  chocolate  each  weighing  2i  grs. 
and  containing  gr.  pure  nitroglycerine. 


Tincturae  (Tinctures — 72  in  number)  are  alcoholic  solu- 
tions, chiefly  of  vegetable  substances,  though  two  are  from  the 
animal  kingdom — viz.,  cochineal  and  Spanish  lly.  Four  are 
from  the  inorganic  world— viz.,  perchloride  of  iron,  acetate  of 
iron,  iodine,  and  chloroform,  the  remaining  66  being  of  vege- 
table origin.  The  most  of  the  substances  are  ordered  to  be 
comminuted  or  powdered,  macerated  for  48  hours  in  f of  the 
spirit,  then  packed  in  a percolator,  and  when  the  fluid  ceases  to 
pass,  the  process  is  continued  with  the  remaining  of  the  spirit. 
The  contents  of  the  percolator  are  then  subjected  to  pressure, 
the  product  filtered,  mixed  with  the  first  licpiid,  and  made  up 
to  the  original  bulk  of  the  spirit  employed. 


42  tinctures  are  made  in  this  mixed  method  of  maceration  and 
percolation. 

19  are  made  by  simple  maceration,  generally  for  seven  days. 

1 oidy  (strong  tincture  of  ginger)  is  made  by  pure  percolation. 

10  are  made  by  simple  solution  or  mixing. 

In  the  majority,  proof  spirit  (5  spirit  and  3 of  water)  is  u,sed, 
but  where  an  oily  or  resinous  substance  is  to  be  operated 
upon,  strong  spirit  is  emjrloyed. 

41  tinctures  are  made  with  proof  spirit. 

22  are  made  with  rectified  spirit. 

4 with  varying  proportions  of  spirit  and  water. 

2 are  prepared  with  sal  volatile  (Guaiacum  and  Valerian). 

1 with  spirit  of  ether  (Ethereal  Tincture  of  Lobelia). 

1 with  tincture  of  orange  peel  (Tincture  of  (Juiuine). 

1 mainly  with  syrup  ('liucturc  of  Chloroform  and  IMorphine.) 

2i  ozs.  to  the  pint— th.at  is,  one  part  in  8,  or  514  grs.  in  1 oz., 
IS  the  most  common  strength,  since  there  are  37  tiuclurcs 
so  prepared. 


o.j  tinctures  consist  of  one  ingredient  and  the  solvent— “Tinc- 
tures Simple.” 

7 tinctures  arc  called  compound—"  Tinctures  Compound.” 

10  tinctures,  though  not  compound,  contain  more  than 
one  ingredient  and  the  solvent-"  Tinctui’es  ComiilS  ” 
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TINCTUEA. 


Aconiti  . . . . 
Arnicae  . . . . 
Asafoetidse 
Aurantii  . ■ . . 
Aurant.  Rec.  . . 
Belladonnae  . . 

Buchu 

Calumbae  . . . . 
Cannab.  Ind.  . . 
Cantharidis  . . 
Capsici  . . . . 
Cascarillse 
Cblratse  . . . . 
Cimicifugae  . . 
Cincbonae 
Cinnamomi  . . 

Cocci 

Colchici  Sem. . . 

Conii 

Croci 

Cubebae  . . . . 
Digitalis  . . . . 
Ergotae  . . . . 
Ferri  Percblor. 

Gallae 

Gelsemii  . . . . 
Guaiaci  Am.  . . 
Hyoscyami  . . 
Jaborandi 
Jalapae  . . . . 
Krameriae 
Laricis  . . . . 
Limonis  . . . . 
Lobeliae  . . . . 
Lobelias  Alth. . . 
Lupuli  . . . . 
Myrrhae  • ■ . . 
Nuc.  Vomicae  .. 

Opii  

Podopbylli  . . 
P3Tethri  ..  .. 

Quassias  . . . . 
Quininae  . . . • 

Sabinas  . . . • 

Scillae 

Senegas  . . . • 

Serpentariae  •• 
Stramonii 
Sumbul  . . . . 

Tolutana  . • . • 

Valerianae. 
Valerian.Am. . • 
Veratri  Vir.  .. 
Zingiberis 
Zingib.  Fort. 


IXGKEDIEXT.S  IN  1 PINT. 

STRENGTH. 

24  oz.  root,  rectified  spirit. 

1 

iu 

8 

1 oz.  rhizome,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

20 

24  oz.  gum,  rectified  „ 

2 oz.  dried  peel,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

1 

in 

10 

6 oz.  fresh  peel,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

3.4 

1 

oz.  leaves,  proof  „ 

1 

iu 

20 

24  oz.  leaves,  proof  „ 

24  oz.  root,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

1 

in 

8 

1 oz.  extract,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

20 

i 

oz.  flies,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

80 

! 

oz.  fruit,  rectified 

1 

in 

27 

24  oz.  bark,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

24  oz.  herb,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

24  ozs,  rhizome,  proof  „ 

1 

iu 

8 

4 

oz.  red  bark,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

5 

24  oz.  bark,  rectified  „ 

1 

iu 

8 

2 

4 oz.  insects,  proof  ,, 

1 

in 

8 

24  oz.  seeds,  pi'oof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

1 

in 

8 

1 oz.  stigmas,  proof  „ 

1 

m 

20 

24  oz.  fruit,  rectified  ., 

1 

in 

8 

24  oz.  leaves,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

5 oz.  ergot,  proof  „ 

5 oz.  strong  liquor,  10  water 

1 

in 

4 

and  5 oz.  rectified  spirit 

1 

in 

4 

24  oz.  galls,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

2 

4 oz.  root,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

4 oz.  resin,  sal  volatile 

1 

in 

5 

24  oz.  leaves,  proof  spirit 

1 

iu 

8 

5 oz.  leaves,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

4 

24  oz.  root,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

24  oz.  root,  pi'Oof  ., 

1 

in 

8 

24  oz.  bark,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

8 

2- 

oz.  fresh  peel,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

24  oz.  herb,  proof  ,, 

1 

in 

8 

2- 

oz.  herb,  spirit  of  ether. 

1 

m 

8 

24  oz.  strobiles,  proof  spirit 

1 

iu 

8 

240Z.  gum  resin,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

8 

133  grs.  extract,  4 oz.  water. 

1 

in 

480 

16  oz.  rectified  spirit. 

of 

Alkaloid. 

14  oz.  opium,  proof  ., 

1 

in 

134 

160  grs.  resin,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

60 

4 oz.  root,  rectified  ., 

1 

in 

5 

a 

oz.  cliips,  proof  ., 

1 

in 

27 

160  grs.  hyclroclilor,  of  qiii- 
nine,  tiuct.  of  orange  peel. 

1 

in 

60 

2J 

oz.  tops,  proof  spirit 

1 

in 

8 

oj 

; oz.  bulb,  proof  ,, 

1 

in 

8 

2^ 

oz.  root,  proof  „ 

1 

in 

8 

2 

oz.  rhizome,  proof  ., 

1 

in 

8 

2 

oz.  seeds,  proof  „ 

I 

1 

in 

8 

2 

oz.  root,  rectified  „ 

in 

8 

0 

oz.  balsam,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

8 

2 

oz.  rhizome,  proof 

1 

in 

8 

21 

5 oz.  rilizomo,  sal  volatile 

. 1 

in 

8 

4 oz.  rliizoino,  I'cctilled  spirit 

1 

in 

5 

24  oz.  rilizomo,  rectified  „ 

1 

in 

8 

10  oz.  rliizome.  rectified  .. 

1 

in 

0 

DO.SE. 


5 to  15  m. 

J to  1 dr. 

J to  1 dr. 

1 to  2 drs. 

1 to  2 drs. 

5 to  20  mins. 
1 to  2 drs. 

J to  2 drs. 

5 to  20  mins. 
5 to  20  mins. 
10  to  20  mins. 
J to  2 drs. 

J to  2 drs. 

15  to  60  m. 

4 to  2 drs. 

4 to  2 drs. 

1 to  2 drs. 

10  to  30  mins. 
20  to  60  mins. 
I to  1 dr. 

J to  2 drs. 

10  to  30  mins. 
5 to  30  mins. 

10  to  30  mins. 
4 to  2 di-s. 

5 to  20  min. 

A to  1 dr. 

I to  1 dr. 

4 to  1 dr. 

4 to  2 drs. 

I to  2 drs. 

20  to  30  mins. 

4 to  2 dis. 

10  to  30  mins. 
10  to  30  mins. 
4 to  2 drs. 

4 to  1 dr. 

10  to  20  m. 

5 to  40  m. 

4 to  1 dr. 
Xot  taken. 

4 to  2 drs. 

4 to  2 drs. 

4 to  1 dr. 

10  to  30  m. 

4 to  2 drs. 

4 to  2 drs. 

10  to  30  m. 
10  to  30  m. 
20  to  40  m. 

1 to  2 drs. 

4 to  1 dr. 

5 to  20  m. 

4 to  1 dr. 

5 to  20  m. 
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The  student  should  remember  the  exceptions  to  the  common 
strength  in  tinctures— thus  in  each  pint — 


Tinctura  Camphorae  Composita  - contains  30  grs.  (camphor). 


Tinctura  Lavandulae  Composita 
Tinctura  Opii  Ammoniata  - 
Tinctura  Nucis  Vomicae 
Tinctura  Podophylli 

Tinctura  Cantharidis  - 
Tinctura  Cardam.  Co.  - 

Tinctura  Quininae 
Tinctura  Quininae  Amm. 

Tinctura  Aloes  - - - 

Tinctura  lodi  . - - 

Tinctura  Quassias 
Tinctura  Capsici 

Tinctura  Arnicae 
Tinctura  Belladonnae  - 
i Tinctura  Cannabis  Ind. 

Tinctura  Croci  - - - 

Tinctura  Gentianae  Co. 

Tinctura  Opii  ... 

: Tinctura  Aurantii 
i Tinctura  Benzoini  Co.. 

1 Tinctura  Chloroformi  Co.  . 

, Tinctura  Cinchonas  Co. 

Tinctura  Kino  ... 

, Tinctura  Rhei  ... 

Tinctura  Cinchonas 
Tinctura  Guaiaci  Amm. 

Tinctura  Pyrethri 
Tinctura  Veratri  Viridis 

Tinctura  Ergotae- 
Tinctura  Ferri  Acetatis 
Tinctura  Ferri  Perchloridi  . 
Tinctura  Jaborandi 

Tinctura  Aurantii  Recentis. 
Tinctura  Zingiberis  Fortior. 

The  remaining  thirty-.scvcn 
pint. 


„ 45  min.  (oil). 

„ 100  grs.  (opium). 

„ 133  grs.  (extract). 

„ IGO  grs.  (resin). 

1 — oz 

[ „ IGO  grs. 

[ r 5 oz- 

[ ..  f oz. 

I 

I'  n 1 OZ. 

j'  n OZ. 

i 

> 2 oz. 


. j'  !«  OZ. 

„ G oz. 

,.  10  oz. 

tinctures  contain  2k  oz.  to  the 
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COMPLEX  TINCTURES. 


TINCTITRA. 

INGREDIENTS  IN  1 TINT. 

STRENGTH. 

DOSE. 

Aloes  

J oz.  Socotrine  aloes,  IJ  oz.  ex- 
tract of  liquorice,  proof  spt. 

1 in  40. 

1 to  2 drs. 

Catechu  . . . - 

2^  oz.  catecliu,  1 oz.  cinnamon, 
proof  spt. 

1 in  8. 

3 to  2 drs. 

Chloroformi  et 
Morphiuse. 

(.Chlorodyne.) 

1 oz.  chloroform,  2 drs.  ether,  1 
oz,  spirit,  8 grs.  hydrochlorate 
of  morphine,  J oz.  prussic  acid, 
4 m.  oil  of  pep])ei'mint,  1 oz.  liq. 
ext.  liquorice,  1 oz.  treacle,  sy- 
rup q.s.  to  8 oz. 

1 in  8. 
(chloroform). 

1 gr.  in  1 oz. 
(morphine.'. 

5 to  10  m. 

Ferri  Acet.  . . 

5 oz . strong  solution  of  acetate  of 
iron,  1 oz.  acetic  acid,  5 oz. 
rectified  spirit,  9 oz.  distilled 
water. 

1 in  4. 

5 to  30  m. 

lodi  

^ oz.  iodine,  J oz.  iodide  of  ix)tas- 
sium,  rectified  spt. 

1 in  40. 

5 to  20  m. 

Kino 

2 oz.  gum  kino,  3 oz.  glycerine, 
5 oz.  water,  12  oz.  rectified  spt. 

1 in  10. 

.J  to  2 drs. 

Opii  Ammon.. . 

(SScotch  Pai’cgonc.) 

100  grs.  of  opium.  180  grs.  each 
saifi-on  and  benzoic  acid,  1 dr. 
oil  of  anise,  4 oz.  strong  solution 
of  anuuouia,  rectified  spirit. 

1 in  96. 

i to  1 dr. 

Rhei 

2 oz.  root,  1 oz.  each  of  coriander 
fruit  and  cardamoms  and  saf- 
fron, proof  spirit. 

1 in  10. 

1 to  8 dr. 

Sennae  . • . . 

2i  oz.  leaves,  2 oz.  raisins,  J oz. 
each  of  car.away  and  coriander, 
proof  si^irit. 

1 in  8. 

1 to  4 dr. 

Quininse  Am.  . . 

160  grs.  sulphate  of  quinine,  2J 
oz.  solution  of  ammonia,  prool 
spirit. 

1 in  GO. 

J to  2 dr. 

COMPOUND  TINCTURES. 


Benzoini  Co.  .• 

(Friar’s  BiUsam.) 

2 oz.  benzoin,  IJ  oz.  storax,  J oz. 
tolu,  160  grs.  Socotrine  aloes, 
rectified  spirit. 

1 in  10. 

J to  1 dr. 

Camphorse  Co. 

(Paregoric.) 

40  grs.  opium,  40  gi-s  benzoic 
acid,  30  grs.  camplior,  J dr.  oil 
of  anise,  proof  spt. 

1 in  320. 

1 in  240. 
(opium.) 

1 to  1 dr. 

Cardamomi  Co 

i oz.  seeds,  J oz.  caraway,  2 oz. 
raisins,  J oz.  cinu.amon,  65  grs. 
cochineal,  proof  spt. 

1 in  80. 

J to  2 drs. 

Chloroformi  Co. 

2 oz.  chloroform,  10  oz.  tincture 
of  cardamoms  (compound),  rec- 
tified spirit. 

1 in  10. 

20  to  GO  m . 

CinchonsB  Co... 

2 oz.  red  bark,  1 oz.  orange  peel, 
J oz.  serixmtary,  55  grs.  saffi'on. 
28  grs.  cochineal,  iwoof  spirit. 

1 in  10. 

J to  2 drs. 

Gentlanse  Co... 

1}  oz.  root,  Joz.  orange  peel,  1 
oz.  cardamoms,  proof  spirit. 

1 in  13J. 

J to  2 drs. 

Lavandulfe  Co. 

45  minims  oil  of  lavender,  6 m. 
oil  of  rosemary,  76  grs.  each  cin- 
namon and  nutmeg,  160  grs.  red 
sandal  wood,  rectified  spirit. 

1 in  213. 

J to  2 drs. 
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Trochisci  (Lozenges — 12  in  number)  are  small  tablets, 
composed  of  sugar  and  gum,  blended  with  a medicinal  sub- 
stance. All  contain,  in  addition  to  the  active  substances 
giving  them  their  name,  the  following  ; — Refined  sugar,  gum 
acaeia,  mucilage  of  acacia,  and  distilled  water  ; for  the  water 
in  Troch.  Bismuthi,  ;■(>.«;  water  is  used,  and  for  the  mucilage  in 
Troch.  Opii,  extract  of  liquorice  is  used.  The  student  can  dis- 
tinguish most  of  the  lozenges  by  their  colour,  thus — Bismuth, 
chlorate  of  potassium,  santonino,  and  soda  are  white  ; mor- 
phine a dirty  white,  tannic  acid  is  a light  fawn,  and  ipeca- 
cuanha is  buff,  morphine  and  ipecacuanha  is  a cream  colour, 
catechu  a light  brown,  opium  a davit  brown,  and  iron  is  an 
iron-gi-ey  colour.  The  odour  of  roses  distinguishes  bismuth 
from  soda  and  chlorate  of  potassium.  The  active  ingredients' 
can  be  easily  recognised  in  eaeh  lozenge  by  the  tongue.  Each 
lozenge  will  weigh  about  15  grs.,  except  bismuth,  which  is 
much  larger.  The  Pharmacopoeia  generally  directs — “ Mix 
the  powders,  and  add  the  mucilage  and  water  to  form  a proper 
mass  ; divide  into  720  lozenges,  and  dry  these  in  a hot-air 
chamber  with  a moderate  heat.” 


TIlOCniSCL 


Acidi  Eenzoici 
Acidi  Tannici 
Bismuthi  ..  .. 


Catechu  . . . . 
Ferri  Redacti 
Ipecacuanhae . . 

^ Morphinae 
'Morphinae  & Ipecac 
Opii  


IXGEEDIEXT.S. 


Potassii  Chloratis 

Santonini 

Sodii  Bicarb 


GRAIXS  IX 
EACH. 


Benzoic  nciil,  sugar,  gum,  mucilage, 
and  water. 

Tannin,  tincture  of  tolu,  sugar,  gum, 
mucilage,  and  water. 

Subnitr.ate  of  bismuth,  carbonate  of 
magnesium,  carbonate  of  calcium, 
sugar,  gum,  mucilage,  and  rose 
water. 

Catechu,  sugar,  gum,  mucilage  and 
water. 

Reduced  iron,  .sugar,  gum,  mucil.ago 
and  water. 

Ipecacuanha,  sugar,  gum,  mucil.age 
and  water. 

Ilydroch.  of,  moriiliine,  tincture  of 
tolu.sug.ar,  gum, mucilage  & water. 

Do.  with  tlio  addition  of  ipocacuan. 

E.\tract  of  opium,  tincture  of  tolu, 
sugar,  gum,  e.xtract  of  Ii(|uorice 
and  water. 

Cidoratc  of  potassium,  sug.ar,  gum 
mucilage  and  water.  ’ 

•Santonino,  .sugar,  gum,  mucilage 
and  water. 

Bicarbonate  of  .sodium,  sugar,  gum 
imieiiageand  water.  ’ 


4 gi-. 
h gr. 

2 grs. 

1 gr. 

1 gr. 
i gr. 
xV  gb- 

-h  fl'Hl  T-h 
I'd  gr- 
5 grs. 

1 gr 
5 grs. 
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Unguenta  (Ointments — 43  in  number)  are  mixtures  of 
medicinal  substances  with  iard,  paraffin,  or  wax  and  oil,  of 
the  consistence  of  butter  ; for  external  application. 


UNOTJENTUM. 

COIIPOSITIOX. 

STEEXGTH. 

Acidi  Borici  •• 

Boric  ncicl,  soft  and  hard  paraffin. 

1 in  7. 

Acidi  Carbolic! 

Carbolic  acid,  soft  and  hard  paraffin 

1 in  19. 

Acidi  Salicylic! 

Salicylic  acid,  soft  and  hard 
paraffin. 

1 in  28. 

Aconitinse 

Aconitine,  spirit,  benzoated  lard. 

8 grs.  to  1 oz 

Antim.  Tartar 

Tartar  emetic  and  simple  oint. 

1 in  5. 

Atropinse  

Atropine,  siiirit  and  benzoated  lard 

8 gis.  to  1 oz 

BeUadonnse  . ■ . . 

Alcoholic  extract  and  benzoated 
hard. 

SOgrs.toloz 

Calaminse 

Prepared  calamine  and  benzo.  lard. 

1 in  6. 

Cantharidis  ■ • . . 

Cantharides,  yellow  wax,  olive  oil. 

1 in  8. 

Cetacei 

Spermaceti,  white  wax,  almond  oU, 
and  benzoin. 

1 in  5. 

Chrysarobini  . . • • 

Chi'ysarobin  and  benzoated  lard. 

1 in  25. 

Creasoti  

Creosote  and  simple  ointment. 

1 in  9. 

Elemi  

Elemi  and  simple  ointment. 

1 in  5. 

Eucalypti 

Oil  of  eucalyptus,  soft  and  hard 
paraffin. 

1 in  5. 

GaUse  

Galls  and  benzoated  lard. 

80gi-s.toloz 

Gallse  cum  Opio 

Ointment  of  galls  and  opium. 

32  grs.  to  1 oz 

Glycerin!  Plumbi 

Glycerine  of  subacetate  of  lead. 

1 in  6. 

Subacetatis  • • . • 

soft  and  hard  paraffin. 

lodi 

Iodine,  iodide  of  potassium,  gly- 
cerine and  lard. 

1 in  31. 

lodoformi 

Iodoform  and  benzoated  lard. 

1 in  10. 

Picis  Liquidae  ..  .. 

Tar  and  yellow  wax. 

5 in  7. 

Plumbi  Acetatis  •• 

Acetate  of  lead  and  benzo.ated  lard. 

12  grs.  to  1 oz 

Plumbi  Carbonatis 

Carbonate  of  lead  and  simple  oint. 

1 in  8. 

Plumbi  lodidi  ..  .. 

Iodide  of  lead  and  simple  oint. 

1 in  8. 

Potassae  Sulpburatas 

Sulphurated  potash,  hard  and  soft 

30  grs.  to  1 oz 

paraffin. 

1 in  85. 

Potassii  lodidi . . . ■ 

Iodide  and  carbonate  of  potassium, 
water,  and  benzoated  lard. 

Resinae 

Resin,  yellow  wax,  almond  oil, 
and  simple  ointment. 

1 in  35. 

Sabinae 

Fresh  savin  tops,  yellow  wax  and 
benzoated  lard. 

8 to  19. 

Simplex  

iVhite  wax,  2 oz,;  benzoated  lai-d, 

3 oz.;  and  almond  oil,  3 oz. 

Stapbisagriae  . ■ • • 

Stavesacre  seeds  and  benz.  lard. 

1 in  3. 

Sulphuris 

Sublimed  sulphur,  benzoated  lard. 

1 in  5. 

Sulpburis  lodidi  .. 

Iodide  of  sulphur,  hard  and  soft 
paraffin. 

30  grs.  to  1 oz 

Terebintbinae  ■ • • ■ 

Oil  of  tunjcntine,  resin,  yellow 

1 in  2. 

wax  and  lard. 

Veratrinae 

Vemtrine,  olive  oil,  hard  and  soft 
paraffin. 

1 in  G3. 

Zinci  

Oxide  of  zinc  and  benzoated  lard. 

80  grs.  to  1 oz 

Zinci  Oleati  ..  .. 

Oleate  of  zinc  and  soft  paraffin. 

1 in  2. 
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Thirty  ointments  contain  lard,  either  as  prepared,  or 
benzoated,  or  as  simple  ointment.  Seven  are  mercurial ; and 
in  the  preparation  of  iodide  of  potassium — distilled  water  is 
used. 

About  half  of  the  ointments  are  a white,  yellowish- white, 
or  cream  colour.  Tar  ointment  and  iodide  of  sulphur  (when 
kept)  are  black  ; iodine,  cantharides,  galls,  galls  with  opium, 
resin,  and  turpentine,  are  different  shades  of  brown. 

Savin,  sulphurated  potash,  and  belladonna,  are  greenish- 
brown  ; iodide  of  lead  is  a bright  yellow  ; sulphur  a primrose 
colour. 

The  seven  ointments  of  mercury  are  of  such  importance  as 
to  demand  a separate  notice,  and  the  student  of  Pharmacy  will 
be  expected  to  be  familiar  with  their  colours,  which  are  more 
decidedly  marked  than  those  of  the  majority  of  ointments, 
thus — 

Hydrargyri  Co.  | blue  or  lead  colour. 

Hydrarg.  Ammon.  I 

Hydrarg.  Subchlor.  ) yellowish-white. 

Hydrarg.  Nitratis  is  a bright  lemon. 

Hydrarg.  Nitratis  Dil.  is  a pale  yellow. 

Hydrarg.  lod.  Rub.  is  a brilliant  scarlet. 

Hydrarg.  Oxid.  Rub.  is  a brick  red. 

The  following  table  gives  their  composition  and  strengths  : 


OINTMENTS  CONTAINING  MERCURY. 


UNGUENTUM. 

COJIPOSITION. 

STREXOTK. 

Hydrargyri..  .. 

1 10.  mercury,  1 11).  lard,  1 oz.  suet. 

50  grs.  ammouiated  mercury,  450 
grs.  simple  ointment. 

G oz.  mercurial  ointment,  3 oz. 
olive  oil,  3 oz. yellow  was,  l.t  oz. 
camphor. 

IG  grs.  red  iodide,  1 oz.  simple 
ointment. 

4 oz.  mercury,  12  oz.  nitric  acid, 
15  oz.  lard,  32  oz.  olive  oil. 

1 oz.  ointment  of  nitrate  of  mer- 
cury, soft  paraflln  2 oz. 

C2  gi-s.  red  i)recipitate,  J oz.  liard 
paraHln,  and  } oz.  soft  yarallln. 

30  grs.  calomel,  1 oz.  benzoated  lard 

1 in  2. 

1 in  10. 

1 in  4A 
(of  llg) 

1 G grs.  to  1 oz 

1 in  15A 
(of  Ilg.) 

1 in  3. 

I in  8. 

80  grs.  to  1 oz 

Hydrg.  Ammoniati 
Hydrarg.  Comp.  . . 

Hydrg.  lodidi  Rubrl 
Hydrg.  Nitratis 
Hydrg.  Nitratis  Dil. 
Hydrg.  Oxidi  Rubri 
Hydrg.  Subchlorldi 
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Vapores  (Inhalations— 6 in  numbei’)  are  preparations  in 
which  the  vapour  of  some  medicinal  substance  is  taken  into 
the  air  passages  alone,  or  mixed  with  the  vapour  of  water. 


vAPOn. 

INGREDIENTS. 

Acidi  Hydrocyanici 

10  to  15  minims  diluted  hydrocyanic  acid  in 

1 dr.  cold  water,  and  the  vapour  to  be  in- 
haled. 

Chlori  

2 oz.  chlorinated  lime,  cold  water  q.s.,  do. 

J oz.  juice  of  hemlock,  1 dr.  solution  of  potash, 

1 oz.  water,  the  vapour  of  hot  water  is  made 
to  pass  through  20  mins,  of  this. 

Conince 

Creasoti 

12  minims  creasote  and  8 oz.  boiling  water,  air 
to  be  passed  through  the  solution  and  inhaled. 

lodi 

1 dr.  tincture  of  iodine,  1 oz . water,  and  apply 
heat  before  inhaling. 

Olei  Pirn  Sylvestris 

40  mins,  fir-wool  oil,  20  grs.  light  carbonate 
of  magnesium,  water  to  1 oz.,  1 dram  of  this 
to  be  added  to  ^ pint  boiling  water  and  J 
pint  cold  water. 

Vina  (Wines — of  which  there  are  11  in  number)  are  simply 
tinctures  made  with  sherry  and  orange  wine  instead  of  proof 
spirit. 


VINUM. 

COMPOSITION. 

STRENGTH. 

DOSE. 

Aloes  

Socotrine  aloes,  cai'da- 
moms,  ginger  and  sheny. 
Tartar  emetic  and  sherry. 

Joz.tolpint. 

1 to  2 (Its. 

Antimoniale 

2 grs.  to  1 oz. 

5 to  60  m. 

Aurantii  . . - • 

(Used  for  citrate  of  iron 
and  quinine  wines.) 

12  per  cent 
(ftlcoliol.) 

ColcMci  . . . • 

4 oz.  dried  corm  and  1 pint 
sherry. 

1 in  5. 

10  to  30  m. 

Ferri 

1 oz.  iron  wire  and  1 pint 
sherry. 

Variable. 

1 to  4 drs. 

FerriCitratis.. 

Citrate  of  iron  and  am- 
monium, orange  wine. 

1 gr.  in  1 dr. 

1 to  4 drs. 

Ipecacuanhse.. 

Ipecacuanha,  acetic  acid, 
distilled  water,  & sherry. 

22  giv.  to  1 oz. 

J to  6 tlrs. 

Opii  

Extract  of  opium,  cimia- 
mon,  cloves,  and  sherry. 

22  grs.  to  1 oz. 

10  to  40  m. 

Quinlnse  . . . - 

Sulphate  of  quinine,  citric 
acid  and  orange  wine. 

1 gr.  to  1 oz. 

J to  1 oz. 

Rhei 

Rhubarb  root,  cauolla 
bark  and  sherry. 

33  grs.  to  1 oz. 

1 to  2 drs. 

Xericum  .. 

(A  Spanish  wine.) 

17  per  cent 

(ftlcohol.) 

Though  the  great  majority  of  the  preparations  of  the  British 
rharmacopceia  arc  of  a romjmoid  nature,  still  the  words 
“ Compositus,”  Composita,  or  Compositum,  arc  not  very  often 


MATEEIA  MEDICA. 


IGl 


appended.  The  confections,  for  instance,  are  of  a very  com- 
plex constitution,  and  they  are  not  called  compound  prepara- 
tions. The  compound  official  preparations  are — 


2 Decoctions — viz. 

1 Extract  ,, 

2 Infusions  ,, 

2 Liniments  ,, 

2 Mixtures  „ 

9 Pills 


f Aloes  Co. 

I SarsEe  Co. 

Colocynthidis  Co. 

I Gentianae  Co. 

I Aurantii  Co. 

( Camphorae  Co. 

I Sinapis  Co. 

( Ferri  Co. 

( SennsB  Co. 

iAsafoetidse  Co. 
Cambogiae  Co. 
Colocynthidis  Co. 
Conii  Co. 

Hyd.  Subchlor.  Co 
Rhei  Co. 

Saponis  Co. 

Scillae  Co. 
Scammonii  Co. 


12  Powders 


2 Spirits  „ 

1 Suppo.sitory  ,, 


7 Tinctures 


/Amygdalae  Co. 
Catechu  Co. 
Cinnamomi  Co. 
Elaterini  Co. 
Ipecacuanhae  Co. 
Jalapm  Co. 

Kino  Co. 

Opii  Co. 

Rhei  Co. 
Scammonii  Co. 
Tragacanthae  Co. 
XGlycyrrhizm  Co. 

( Armoracim  Co. 

1 Althoris  Co. 
Plumbi  Co. 


{Benzoini  Co. 
Camphorm  Co. 
Cardamomi  Co. 
Chloroformi  Co 
Cinchona)  Co. 
Gentian®  Co. 
Lavandul®  Co. 
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2 Ointments — viz,, 


I Hydi'argyri  Co. 

( Plumbi  Subacetatis  Co. 


Extractum  Colocynthidis  Compositum  is  so  called  because 
the  colocynth  pulp  ordered  in  it  is  first  made  into  an  extract 
with  proof  spirit,  and  the  insoluble  part  rejected. 

It  resembles  elosely  the  compound  pill  of  colocynth,  both  in 
its  therapeutical  effects  and  in  its  physical  qualities.  It  is 
easily  distinguishable,  however,  by  the  absence  of  the  essential 
oil  of  cloves,  which  characterises  the  pill  mass. 

The  powders  are  mostly  called  “ Compound  ” to  distinguish 
them  from  the  powdered  drug  of  the  same  name. 


i^“The  student  will  note  that  all  the  articles  and  preparations 
included  in  the  B.P.,  1885,  which  were  not  in  the  late  B.P.,  ai’e 
marked  in  the  following  pages  with  an  asterisk. 
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OFFICIAL  EEMEDIES. 


ACACI.^  GUIVIIVII  (Gum  Acacia) — Lcguminosce. 

Gum  Arabic  ; an  exudation  from  the  stem  of  Acacia  Sene- 
gal, and  other  species  of  acacia,  in  spheroidal,  colourless  tears 
or  in  angular,  glistening,  colourless  or  yellowish  fi-ao-ments  ’ 
Demulcent  Used  chiefly  to  suspend  insoluble  powders  in 
mixtures.  (Page  297.)  ^ ‘ 

Gnm  acacia  enters  into  chalk  and  guaiacuin  mixtures,  comijound  .almond 
and  tragacautU  powders,  all  the  lozenges,  and  the  following 

■I  and  6. 


Mucilago  Acacise. 

An  .almost  colourless,  translucent,  viscid  liquid  : prep.ared  bv 
dissolving  4 oz.  gum  acacia  in  6 oz.  cold  distilled  water.  ^ 

ITsed  in  the  preparation  of  all  the  lozenges  in  the  rh.aiTuacnnml 
0)nmu— m which  the  powdered  gam  only  is  used.  poma,  except 

Dose— 1 to  4 drs 


Mucilage  should  not  be  ordered  with  tinctures  nr  sniiM-t.:  , 

1 dilute<I  with  w.ater  ; and  in  making  a mixture  of  such  i^^reLn  if 
lage  should  be  gradually  added  to  the  diluted  spirituou^liqukl!  “ 


ACETUM  (ATnegar). 

A browmsh,  acid  liquid,  prepared  from  malt  and  unmalted 

Sirc-acir'””  !>“■  ““"  of 

Refrigerant  and  diuretic. 

Dose— 1 dr.  to  1 oz.  (Page  297.) 

It  is  used  in  making  brown  soap  plaster. 

Scilla=-(Sco  Can- 

ACIDUM  ACETICUM  (Acetic  Acid).  HC  H 0) 

A colourless  acid  liquid,  with  a nnnrrni.i  i 

fa"  rf 

Counter-irritant,  Vesicant,  and  Caustic.  (P.a.rc  2')8  I 

The  following  preiiarations  contain  free  acetic  acid 

Acetum  ; Acetum  Cantharidis  ; Acetum  .Scillm-  aVi  i a .• 

\ceticuin  Dilutum;  Acid.  Aceticu  n (!hSe  I xd/.n.u  f 

Lmiment.  Terebinth.  Acet. ; .Atistura  C e^ot  Vk  f Accticum  ; 

’yrupus  Scilhe;  Tinct,  Perri  Acetate 
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Arsenic. 


Acidum  Aceticum  Dilutum.  i in  8. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  acetic  acid  1 pint, 
and  distilled  water  7 pints.  Contains  4-27  per  cent,  of  real 
acetic  acid. 

Dose  and  action  same  as  “ Acetum.” 

In — Acetum  Scillre  and  Liquor  Morphiuos  Acetatis. 

Acidum  Aceticum  Glaciale  (Glacial  Acetic  Acid). 

Concenlrated  acetic  acid — a colourless  fluid,  crystallising 
when  cooled,  and  containing  nearly  99  per  cent,  of  real  acid. 
Powerfully  Caustic. 

In — Acetum  Cantharidis,  Mistura  Creasoti,  and  Lin.  Tereb.  Acet. 

The  following  are  the  percentages  of  real  acetic  acid  found  in 

ViNEGAE,  . . - . 5-41  Dilute  Acetic  Acid,  4 27 
Acetic  Acid,  - - - 33'0  Glacial  Acetic  Acid,  98-8 

ACIDUM  ARSENIOSUM  (Arsenious  Acid).  As-Oa- 
An  anhydride  (not  a true  acid),  occurring  as  a heavy  white 
powder  or  in  sublimed  vitreous  masses,  obtained  by  roasting 
arsenical  ores.  Known  as  Ai-senic  or  White  Arsenic.  Soluble 
in  100  parts  cold  water. 

Alterative  and  Tonic.  Externally — Caustic.  (Page  298.) 
Dose — to  -j-V  of  a grain  in  solution,  after  food. 

Liquor  Arsenicalis  (Fowler’s  solution),  l in  100. 

A pinkish  liquid,  composed  of  arsenious  acid  in  powder,  and 
carbonate  of  potassium,  of  each  87  grains  ; compound  tincture 
of  lavender  6 drams,  distilled  water  to  1 pint. 

This  is  the  most  frequently  used  preparation  of  arsenic ; and,  like  all  the 
preparations  of  the  drug,  should  be  commenced  in  small  doses  and  gradually 
increased.  A good  rule  is  to  begin  in  adults  with  2 minims  and  gradually 
increase  to  8 or  more— always  after  meals,  and  freely  diluted.  Children  bear 
doses  nearly  as  large  as  adults. 

Liquor  Arsenici  Hydrochloricus.  l in  lOO. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  arsenious  acid  87 
grains  in  hydrochloric  acid  2 drams,  and  distilled  water  to  1 
pint. 

Dose— 2 to  8 minims,  freely  diluted. 

*Arsenii  lodidum  (Iodide  of  Arsenium).  AsL. 

Small  orange  crystals  obtained  by  direct  combination  of 
iodine  and  arsenium,  or  by  evapor.ating  a solution  of  arsenious 
and  bydriodic  .acids. 

Alterative  and  Tonic.  (Page  300.) 

Dose—  To  grain. 


Acid.  Boric. 
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^Liquor  Arsenii  et  Hydrargyri  lodidi  (Donovan’s  solution) 
1 in  100. 

A clear,  pale  yellow  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  45  grs. 
of  iodide  of  arsenium  and  45  grs.  of  red  iodide  of  mercury  in 
10  oz.  distilled  water. 

Alterative  and  Antisypbilitic. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  diluted,  after  meals. 


F erri  Arsenias  (xVrseniates  of  iron  with  soine  oxide). 

A tasteless,  amorphous,  greenish  powder,  insoluble  in  water, 
but  readily  dissolved  in  hydrochloric  acid.  Prepared  by  mix- 
ing solutions  of  arseniate  and  bicarbonate  of  sodium  with  one 
I of  sulphate  of  iron,  filtering  and  drying  at  a low  temperature. 
Tonic  and  Alterative  like  Arsenic. 

Dose — ^ to  ^ a grain,  in  pill. 


: Sodii  Arsenias.  Na.H  AsOuVHiO  and  Na  .HAs0i,12H20. 

Colourless,  transparent  prisms,  soluble  in  water;  prepared 
: by  fusing  together  a mixture  of  arsenious  acid,  nitrate  of  sodium, 
and  dried  carbonate  of  sodium,  dissolving  the  fused  product  in 
I boiling  water,  and  setting  the  solution  aside  to  crystallise. 

Dose — yL  to  J grain,  in  pill  or  in  mixture. 

, Liquor  Sodii  Arseniatis.  i in  lOO. 

A colourless  solution  of  anhydrous  arseniate  of  sodium,  4'5 
' grains  in  distilled  water  1 oz. 

Dose — 6 to  10  minims,  diluted,  after  food. 


* ACIDUM  BENZOICUM  (Benzoic  Acid)  HC7H5O2. 

A crystalline  acid,  obtained  from  benzoin  by  sublimation. 
, In  light  feathery  plates  and  needles,  nearly  colourless,  and 
I smelling  like  benzoin.  It  is  not  chemically  pure. 

Expectorant  and  Diuretic.  (Page  300.) 

Dose — 10  to  15  grs. 


IX-Ammoiiii  Beiizoas.  Tr.  Cmiipli.  Co.  ami  Tr.  Opii  Ammon.,  ami 

*Trochisci  Acidi  Benzoici.  C gr.  in  c.ach. 

C'ompo.sed  of  benzoic  .acid,  .sug.ar,  gum  .ac.acia,  mucilage  of 
gum  acacia,  and  distilled  water.  ” 

Dose — 1 to  5 lozenges. 


*ACID  BOEICUM  (Boric,  or  Bor.acic  Acid).  H;BOi. 

Colourless  pearly  lamellar  crystals,  obtained  by  the  .action 
of  &ul|)huiic  .acid  on  borax,  or  from  native  boric  .acid 
Aiitisciitic.  (P.agcs  301  and  33!l.) 

Dose— 5 to  30  grs. 


IGG 
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*Unguentuin  Acidi  Borici.  i in  7. 

A white  or  faintly  yellow  ointment,  prepared  by  addin 
boric  acid  1 part  to  a melted  mixture  of  2 parts  of  hard  and 
parts  of  soft  paraffin. 

Antiseptic. 

ACIDUM  CABBOLICUM  (Carbolic  Acid).  HCi.HsO. 

An  acid  obtained  by  the  fractional  distillation  of  coal-tar. 
In  coloiu’less  acicular  crystals,  or  in  faintly  reddish  crystalline 
masses,  which  become  an  oily  liquid  like  creasote,  at  91 -o®. 
Antiseptic  and  Escharotic.  (Page  301.) 

Dose— 1 to  3 grs.,  in  pill.  Externally— Carbolic  lotion,  1 
part  to  40  of  water ; carbolic  oil  1 part  to  10  or  20  of  olive  oil. 

*Acidum  Carbolicum  Liquefactum.  90  per  cent. 

A colourless  or  slightly  reddish  liquid,  prepared  by  the  addi- 
tion of  10  per  cent,  of  water  to  carbolic  acid. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  largely  diluted. 

Glycerinum  Acidi  Carbolici.  l to  4 (1  in  G by  weight). 

A thick,  colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  carbolic 
acid  1 oz.  in  glycerine  4 oz.  One  fluid  dram  contains  12  gr.s. 
Dose — 5 to  15  minims,  freely  diluted. 

Suppositoria  Acidi  Carbolici  Cum  Sapone.  i gr.  in  each. 

Carbolic  acid  12  grs.,  curd  soap  180  grs.,  glycerine  of  starch 
40  gr.s.  Divided  into  12  small  conical  masses. 

Antiseptic  and  Local  Anjesthetic. 

*Unguentum  Acidi  Carbolici.  i in  19. 

Carbolic  acid  1,  soft  paraffin  12,  and  hard  paraffin  G parts. 
Antiseptic  and  Deodorant. 

* ACIDUM  CHROMICUM  (Chromic  Acid).  CrOj. 

An  anhydride  in  crimson  acicular  crystals,  prepared  by  mix- 
ing a solution  of  bichromate  of  potassium  with  sulphuric  acid, 
rejecting  the  crystals  of  acid  sulphate  of  potassium  which 
crystallise  out,  heating  the  liquor  and  adding  more  sulphuric 
acid  when  the  anhydride  crystallises  out. 

Caustic.  (Page  303.) 

*Liquor  Acidi  Chromici.  1 in  4,  or  29i  per  cent,  real  acid. 

An  orange-red,  inodorous,  acid  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving 
1 oz.  chromic  acid  in  3 oz.  distilled  water. 

Caustic. 


*ACID.  CHRYSOPHANIC.  (See  Chrysarobin.) 


14- Oq 


Acid.  Hydroch.  MATERIA  MEDICA. 


167 


ACIDUM  CITRICUM  (Citric  Acid).  H.C.  H.Ot.H.O. 

An  acid,  in  colourless  rhombic  crystals,  obtained  from  the 
juice  of  the  lemon  or  Citrus  limetta  (Aurantiaceaj)  by  boiling, 
adding  chalk,  and  decomposing  the  resulting  citrate  of  calcium 
by  sulphuric  acid. 

Refrigerant. — Chiefly  used  as  a substitute  for  lemon  juice. 

20  grs.  (lissolveil  Iti  h.alf  an  oz.  of  water  are  equivalent  to  one  tablespoon- 
ful  of  fresh  lemon  juice,  and  will  saturate  in  an  effervescing  mixture, 

30  grs.  bicarbonate  of  potassium  in  1 oz.  water. 

24  grs.  carlionato  of  potassium  in  1 oz.  water. 

41  grs.  carbonate  of  sodium  in  1 oz.  water. 

24  grs.  bicarbonate  of  sodium  in  1 oz.  wateit 
17  grs.  carbonate  of  ammonium  in  1 oz.  water. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  ivater.  (Page  303.) 

Succus  Limonis,  Syr.  Limonis,  and  Vin.  Quininm  contain  free  citric  acid. 


ACIDUM  GALLICUM  (Gallic  Acid).  HoCtHDo.HsO. 

An  acid  in  yellowish-tvhite,  satiny  needles,  prepared  by 
boiling  1 part  of  galls  with  4 of  dilute  II0SO4,  straining  tvhilst 
hot  and  purifying  the  acid  which  cry.stallises  out,  with  anim.al 
charcoal.  Soluble  in  100  parts  of  cold  water. 

Astringent.  Useful  in  internal  hmmorrh.agc.s.  (Page  304.) 
Dose  2 to  10  grs.  in  solution,  in  pill  or  in  powder. 

Glycerinum  Acidi  Gallici.  i fo  4 (l  6 by  weight). 

A biowni.sh,  thick  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving'  with  heat 
1 oz.  of  gallic  acid  in  4 fluid  oz.  of  glvccrine. 

Astringent  and  Styptic. 

Dose — 20  to  60  minims,  in  a mixture. 

Prep.aratinns  containing  gallic  or  tannic  acids  should  not  bo  combined 

with  any  ])rcparation  containing  iron. 

*ACIDUM  HYDROBROMICUM  DILUTUM.  1 in  1 0. 

A colourless  aqueous  solution,  containing  10  per  cent  of 
real  hydrobromic  acid,  HBr.,  prepared  by  distilling  a mixture 
of  bromine  and  water,  through  which  IDS  h.as  been  passed  till 

Irnto'imiiM  flischarged.  Tlie  distillate  is  diluted  with 

4\atci  till  the  S.G.  roaches  I '077. 

Hypnotic  and  Scd.atlvc,  like  KP.r.  ( I ’a  tre 
Dose — 1.")  to  .'lO  minims,  diluted.  ° 

ACIDUM  HYDROCHLORICUM  (Hydrochloric  Acid). 

dissolved  in  water,  and  form- 
m .4_  per  emit,  of  the  solution,  which  is  nearly  colourless  and 

It  vapours,  with  a/pungeut  odour. 

nh,  in  r"’  of  coimnon  salt,  sub 

1 hui  c acid,  and  w.ntcr  ; known  al.so  as  muriatic  acid. 

ntcrnally— A mild  Tonic  Astringent.  Externallv- Caustic. 
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Acid.  Nitric. 


Dose — 2 to  8 minims,  but  always  given  as  acid,  hydro- 
chloricum  dilutum.  (Page  305.) 

In — Acid.  Kitro-Hydrochlor,  Dil. ; Liq.  Antim.  Chloridi.  ; Liq.  Arsenici 
Hydroohlor.,  and  the  following 

Acidum  Hydrochloricum  Dilutum.  i in  3-3,  (10-5  per 

cent,  real  acid.) 

A colourless  mixture  of  hydrochloric  acid  and  distilled  water. 
Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  in  water. 

In — Liq.  Morph.  Hydrochlor.  and  Liq.  Strychninse  Hydrochlor. 

ACIDUM  HYDEOCYANICUM  DILUTUM.  l in  50. 

(Dilute  Hydrocyanic  Acid.)  HCN. 

Prussic  Acid,  dissolved  in  water,  and  forming  2 per  cent,  of 
the  solution ; prepared  by  acting  on  ferrocyanide  of  potassium 
with  sulphuric  acid,  and  distilling  the  mixture.  It  is  a colour- 
less liquid,  with  a strong  odour  of  peach  blossoms. 

Sedative — a most  deadly  poison.  (Page  307.) 

Dose — 2 to  8 minims,  in  water. 

Scheele’s  Prussic  Acid  is  times  stronger  than  the  above. 

In — Tinctura  Chloroformi  et  Morphince  and 

Vapor  Acidi  Hydrocyanici. 

Diluted  hydrocyanic  acid,  10  to  15  minims ; cold  water  1 dr. 
— mixed  in  a suitable  apparatus,  and  the  vapour  inhaled. 

*ACIDUM  LACTICUM  (Lactic  Acid).  HOsHoOs- 
A colourless  syi'upy  liquid,  consisting  of  lactic  acid  and  25 
per  cent,  of  water,  prepared  by  the  action  of  a peculiar  fer- 
ment on  solution  of  sugar. 

A solvent  of  false  membranes.  (Page  308.) 

*Acidum  Lacticum  Dilutum.  3 in  20. 

A colourless  liquid,  consisting  of  lactic  acid,  3 oz.,  and  dis- 
tilled water  q.s.  to  1 pint. 

Tonic,  Eefrigerant,  and  Discuticnt. 

Dose — to  2 drams,  freely  diluted. 

*ACIDUM  MECONICUM  (Meconic  Acid).  HsOtHOt- 
An  acid  in  micaceous  crystals,  obtained  from  opium,  and 
possessing  feeble  physiological  action.  It  is  only  used  in 
m.aking  Liquor  Morphinm  Bimeconatis. 

ACIDUM  NITEICUM  (Nitric  Acid).  HNO., 

An  acid  prciiarcd  from  nitrate  of  potassium,  or  nitrate  of 
sodium,  by  distillation  with  sulphuric  acid  and  water,  and  con- 
taining 70  per  cent,  by  weight  of  HNO3.  A colourless,  heavy 
liquid,  emitting  .an  .acrid,  corrosive  v.apour. 


Acid.  Salicyl. 
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Corrosive — Not  used  internally  in  this  form.  (Page  305.) 

Ix— Liq.  Ferri  Pernit.,  Liq.  Hyilrarg.  Nit.  AcicUis,  Ungt.  Hyil.  Nit,  ami 
the  following 

Acidum  Nitricum  Dilutum.  l in  5^. 

x\.  colourless  mixture  of  nitric  acid  6 oz.  and  distilled  water 
25  oz. — corresponding  to  ITAI  per  cent,  real  acid. 

Tonic  and  mildly  Astringent. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  freely  diluted. 

Acidum  Nitro-Hydrochloricum  Dilutum.  f and  l in  8. 

Nitric  acid,  3 oz.;  hydrochloric  acid,  4 oz.;  distilled  water, 
25  oz.,  making  a colourless  liquid. 

Dose— 5 to  20  minims,  freely  diluted.  (Page  308.) 

*ACIDUM  OLEICUM  (Oleic  Acid).  HCi,mH.w02. 

A straw-coloured  liquid,  nearly  odourless  and  tasteless,  ob- 
tained by  the  saponification  of  olein,  or  by  the  action  of  super- 
heated steam  on  fats,  with  subsequent  purification  by  pressure. 

Only  nseii  in  making  Oleatum  Hyilrarg.,  Oleatum  Zinci,  nnd  Ungt.  Zinci 
Oleati. 


*ACIDUM  PHOSPHOmeUM  CONCENTRATUM 

(Concentrated  Phosphoric  Acid).  HjPOi. 

A colourless  syrupy  liquid,  consisting  of  phosphoric  acid 
with  33-7  per  cent,  of  water,  obtained  by  distilling  a mixture 
of  413  grs.  phosphorus,  G fl.  oz.  of  nitric  acid,  and  q.s.  distilled 
water,  and  afterwards  evaporating  the  distillate  to  3 11.  oz. 

Externally  Caustic.  Internally  Tonic.  (Page  310.) 

Dose — 2 to  5 minims,  freely  diluted. 

Ix— Syrupus  Ferri  Phosphatis  ami 

i Acidum  Phosphoricum  Dilutum.  3 in  20. 

A colourless  li([ui(l,  prepared  by  mixing  3 oz.  concentrated 
phosphoric  acid  with  q.s.  distilled  water  to  measure  1 iiint 
Tonic  and  Refrigerant. 

Do.se — 5 to  30  minims,  freely  diluted. 


*ACIDUM  SALICYLICUM  (Salicylie  Acid.  HCtH.O;,. 

An  acid  in  white  acicul.ar  cryst.als,  obhaiiicd  by  the  com- 
bination of  the  elements  of  carbolic  acid  with  Iho.scof  carbonic 
acid  gas,  and  siibscfiuent  imrilicalion  ; or  from  natural  salicy- 
lates, as  oils  of  wintergreen  (gauUheria  pocumbens)  and  birch 
Antipyretic  and  Antirheumatic.  (Page  310.) 

Dose — 5 to  30  gr.s.,  suspended  in  water. 
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Acid.  Tannic. 


*Unguentum  Acidi  Salicylici.  i in  28. 

A yellowish  or  white  ointment,  prepared  by  melting  to- 
gether 1 part  of  salicylic  acid,  9 parts  of  hard,  and  18  parts  of 
soft  paraffin. 

*Sodii  Salicylas.  (NaC7Hs03)2,Hi0. 

Small  colourless  crystalline  scales,  obtained  by  the  action 
of  salicylic  acid  on  carbonate  of  sodium  or  on  caustic  soda. 
Antipyretic  and  Antirheumatic. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.  in  water. 

Salicylic  Acid  or  its  Sodium  Saltshould  not  be  prescribed  with  Quinine  in 
a niixtiu’c. 

ACIDUM  SULPHURICUM  (Sulphuric  Acid).  HeSOi- 
A heavy,  colourless  liquid,  of  oily  consistence,  formed  by 
burning  sulphur,  and  acting  on  the  resulting  sulphurous  acid 
by  means  of  nitrous  and  aqueous  vapours.  It  contains  98  per 
cent,  of  H.2SO4. 

A powerful  Corrosive.  (Page  312.) 

Acidum  Sulphuricum  Aromaticum.  l in  il. 

An  aropaatic  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  3 oz.  sulphuric  acid 
gradually  with  36  oz.  spirit,  and  adding  2 oz.  spirit  of  cinna- 
mon, and  2 oz.  strong  tincture  of  ginger.  Commonly  called 
“ elixir  of  vitriol.” 

Tonic  and  Astringent. 

Dose — 6 to  30  minims,  freely  diluted. 

In — Infusum  Cinchonaa  Acidum. 

Acidum  Sulphuricum  Dilutum.  1 in  12  nearly. 

A colourless  mixture,  of  sulphuric  acid  7 oz.  and  distilled 
water  q.  s.  to  measure  83j  oz. 

Tonic  and  Astringent. 

Dose— 6 to  30  minims,  freely  diluted. 

In — Iiifnsnm  Eosro  Acidum. 

ACIDUM  SULPHUROSUM  (Sulphurous  Acid).  H.SOs- 
Sulphurous  acid  gas  (SO2)  dissolved  in  water,  forming  a 
colourless  liquid,  with  a pungent  sulphurous  odour,  and  con- 
stituting 6 per  cent,  of  the  solution.  Prepared  by  deoxidising 
sulphuric  acid  with  wood  charcoal  in  the  presence  of  heat. 
Antiseptic.  Externally — Antiparasitic.  (Page  312.) 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram,  freely  diluted. 

ACIDUM  TANNICUM  (Tannic  Acid).  C.tH-Oit. 

An  acid  in  pale  yellow  masses  or  thin  glistening  scales,  pre- 
pared by  exposing  powdered  galls  to  a damp  atmosphere  for 
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throe  clays,  adding  enough  ether  to  form  a paste,  pressing  the 
mixture,  and  evaporating  the  liquid  squeezed  out. 

Powerfully  Astringent.  Eeadily  soluble  in  water.  (Page  301.) 
Dose — 2 to  10  grs.  in  pill,  powder,  or  solution. 

Glyceriniim  Acidi  Tannici.  l to  4.  (l  in  6 by  weight.) 

Tannic  acid,  1 oz.  ; glycerine.  4 oz.  : dissolved  by  gentle 
heat,  making  a greenish-brown  viscid  liquid,  chiefly  used  for 
its  local  astringent  action. 

Suppositoria  Acidi  Tannici.  3 grs.  in  each. 

Tannic  acid  3 grs.,  and  oil  of  theobroraa  12  grs. 

Local  Astringent  and  Styptic. 

' Suppositoria  Acidi  Tannici  Cum  Sapone.  3 grs.  and 

grs. 

Consisting  of  tannic  acid,  glycerine  of  starch,  curd  soap,  and 
■ starch.  Action  like  the  above, 

i Trochisci  Acidi  Tannici.  4 gr.  in  each. 

Composed  of  t.annic  acid,  tincture  of  toln,  sugar,  gum  acacia, 
mucilage  of  gum  .acacia,  and  distilled  water. 

Dose — 1 to  C>  lozenges. 


ACIDUM  TARTAEICUM  (T.artaric  Acid).  H,CjHjO,:. 

An  acid,  in  colourless  crystals,  prepared  from  the  acid  tar- 
tr.ate  of  pot.assium  or  cream  of  tart.ar,  by  neutralising  a strono- 
solution  with  chalk,  adding  chloride  of  calcium,  .and  treating 
the  taiti.ate  of  lime  thus  formed  with  diluted  sulphuric  acid 
evapor.atmg  and  purifying  the  crystals.  ’ 

Eefiigcrant.  Chiefly  used  in  effervescing  mixturc.s. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grains  in  water.  (Page  312.) 

. ACONITI  FOLIA  (Aconite  Le<avc.s)— Kanunculace.aj. 

The  smooth,  palmate,  deeply-divided  fresh  leaves  .and  flower- 
ing tops  of  Aconitum  n.apellus  (Monkshood),  grown  in  Biit.ain. 

Extractum  Aconiti. 


ft  ter.  Ihc  strained  liquor  is  heated  to  200“  (o  conmi- 


a calico 


i.,tnti... ^n  ' ■'  7.T  ‘"flioi  iii'aicd  10  to  coagu- 

late the  albumen  ( he  j.rcscncc  of  which  favours  dccoin  posit  ion 
and  again  filtered.  The  filtered  li.,uor  is  ev.aporatcd  bri’ 

Sedative  and  C.ardiac  Depressant. 

Dose— j to  1 gr.,  in  pill. 


(I’agc  312.) 
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ACONITI  RADIX  (Aconite  Boot) — Kanunculacefe. 

The  dried  root  of  Aconitum  napellus,  from  Great  Britain  or 
Germany.  A brownish-black  tapering  root,  with  fleshy  fibres 
arising  from  it,  collected  in  winter  or  early  snrinsr. 

Cardiac  Sedative. 

Tinctura  Aconiti.  2i  oz.  to  l pint.  (64^  grs.  in  1 oz.) 

A pale  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and 
percolating  aconite  root  in  No.  40  powder  2^  oz.,  with  rectified 
spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — 5 to  15  minims. 

Linimentum  Aconiti.  i in  i j. 

Aconite  root,  20  oz.;  camphor,  1 oz.;  rectified  spirit  to  30  oz. 
A powerful  Sedative  and  Anodyne.  For  external  use  only. 

Aconitina  (Aconitine). 

A white  amorphous  alkaloid,  obtained  from  aconite  root. 
Aconite  root  is  boiled  and  percolated  with  spirit,  the  spirit  is 
evaporated,  the  watery  solution  of  the  residue,  treated  with 
ammonia  gives  the  alkaloid,  which  is  afterwards  purified  by 
ether  and  water  aeidulated  with  suljrhuric  acid. 

A powerful  Poison.  Should  not  be  given  internally. 

Unguentum  Aconitinae.  8 grs.  to  i oz. 

A_  white  ointment,  composed  of  aconitine,  8 grs. ; rectified 
spirit,  dram  ; benzoated  lard,  1 oz. 

Similar  in  action  to  the  liniment. 

ADEPS  BENZOATUS  (Benzoated  Lard).  1 to  50. 

Made  by  heating  1 lb.  of  prepared  lard  and  140  grs.  of  benzoin 
for  two  hours,  and  straining. 

Emollient.  Less  liable  to  decompose  than  Adeps  Prmparatus. 
Enters  into  the  composition  of  about  J of  the  ointments. 

Unguentum  Simplex  (Simple  ointment). 

An  emollient  white  ointment  composed  of  white  wax  2 oz., 
benzoated  lard  3 oz.,  and  almond  oil  3 oz.,  melted  and  stirred 
till  cold. 

It  enters  into  eight  ointments. 

ADEPS  PRAIPARATUS  (Prepared  Lard). 

The  internal  soft  white  fat  from  the  abdomen  of  the  pig, 
purified  by  melting  and  straining. 

It  enters  into  the  iirei)aration  of  ."0  ointments  (either  as  lard,  beiuoated 
lard,  or  simple  ointment),  and  into  Enii)lastrum  Cantharidis. 
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^THER  (Ether).  (Or  Sulphuric  ether).  CjHioO.  or  (C2H5)20. 

A colourless,  volatile,  inflammable  liquid,  with  a strong 
odour,  containing  not  less  than  92  per  cent,  by  vol.  of  pure 
ether,  prepared  from  alcohol  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid, 
and  subsequently  purified  by  slaked  lime  and  chloride  of  cal- 
cium. 

A general  diffusible  Stimulant  and  Narcotic.  (Page  313.) 
Dose — 20  to  60  minims,  in  syrup  or  water. 

In— Collodimn,  Collodium  Flexile,  Tinct.  Lobelire  ASthereii,  and  Tiuot. 
Cblorofoinii  et  ilorpliina?  and  the  following  : — 

.Sltlier  Purus,  CiHioO. 

Ether  freed  from  alcohol  and  water  by  the  action  of  chloride 
I of  calcium,  lime,  and  redistillation. 

Used  externally  as  a local  Anfesthetic. 

i Spiritus  .Sltheris.  1 in  3. 

Ether  10  oz.,  rectified  spirit  20  oz.  (mixed) — making  a colour- 
less liquid. 

Dose — 30  to  90  minims. 

In — Tinctura  Lobeli:e  iEtherea. 

. *Spiritus  .Sltheris  Compositus  (Hoffmann’s  Anodyne). 
1 in  3 nearly. 

; A colourless  liquid,  consisting  of  3 drs.  of  heavy  oil  of  wine 
ji  (prep.ared  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  on  rectified  spirit),  8 
I oz.  of  ether,  and  16  oz.  rectified  spirit. 

I Stimulant  and  Anodyne. 

! Dose — ^ to  2 drams,  diluted. 

; Spiritus  ^theris  Nitrosi  (Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether). 

A transparent  and  almost  colourless  “ spirituous  solution 
containing  nitrous  compounds,  aldehyd,  and  other  substances,” 
5 obtained  by  cautiously  heating  together  3 oz.  nitric  acid,  2 oz. 
sulphuric  acid,  2 oz.  copper  wire,  and  1 pint  rectified  spirit  in 

1a  retort,  and  afterwards  adding  2 pints  rectified  sinrit  to  the 
14  oz.  of  distillate. 

Diaphoretic,  Diuretic,  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  311.) 
Dose — t to  2 drs.;  8 minims  for  a child  I yc.ar  old. 

'J  .SITHER  ACETICUS  (Acetic  Ether).  CjHr.C  H O,. 

t A colourless  liquid,  with  an  agreeable  odour,  prei)arcd  by 
distilling  acetate  of  .sodium,  rectified  spirit,  and  sulphuric  .acid 
1 and  purifying  by  the  action  of  carbonate  of  potassium. 
Stimulant  and  Antispasmodic.  (I’a^e  311.) 

Dose — 20  to  60  minims.  ” 

In— I.iqnor  Fpisimsticiia. 
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ALCOHOL  AMYLICUM  (Fousel  Oil).  CsHnHO. 

A colourless,  oily  liquid,  with  an  offensive  odour,  obtained  in 
the  distillation  of  the  crude  spirit  produced  by  the  action  of 
yeast  on  saccharine  solutions,  purified  by  redistillation ; only 
the  product  passing  over  at  253°  to  260°  should  be  collected. 
Only  used  in  the  preparation  of  Amyl  Nitris  and  Sodii  Yalerianas. 

*ALCOHOL  ETHYLICUM  (Ethylic  Alcohol).  C:.H5HO. 

A colourless  liquid,  containing  not  more  than  1 or  at  most  2 
per  cent,  of  water,  prepared  by  extracting  the  water  from  rec- 
tified spirit,  by  macerating  it  with  anhydrous  carbonate  of 
p)otassium  and  recently  dried  chloride  of  calcium,  and  dis- 
tilling. Known  as  Absolute  Alcohol. 

Used  in  the  preparation  of  Chloroform  and  Liq.  Sodii  Ethylatis, 

ALOE  BARBADENSIS  (Barbadoes  Aloes) — Liliaceie. 

The  thickened  juice  which  flows  from  the  transversely  cut 
base  of  the  leaf  of  Aloe  V ulgaris,  fi’om  Barbadoes  and  Curacoa, 
in  dark  brown  masses,  the  smallest  films  of  which  are  trans- 
lucent and  orange-brown  in  tint,  with  a disagreeable  odour 
like  the  axilla.  The  powder  is  a didl  greenish  yellow. 

ALOE  SOCOTRINA  (Socotrine  Aloes) — Liliacefe. 

The  thickened  juice  which  flows  from  the  transversely  cut 
base  of  the  leaf  of  Aloe  Perryi,  and  probably  other  species 
from  Socotra  and  Zanzibar,  in  golden  or  reddish  brown  masses, 
the  small  fragments  of  which  are  translucent  at  the  edges, 
with  an  agreeahlc  aromatic  odour.  The  powder  is  a bright 
yellow  or  orange  brown  colour’. 

Cathartic — Both  varieties  are  similar  in  action.  (Page  317.) 
Dose — 2 to  6 gi’s.  in  pill. 

'"ALOIN  (Aloin).  CigHibOt- 

Yellow,  inodorous  tufts  of  acicular  crystals,  extracted  from 
different  varieties  of  aloes  by  solvents,  and  purified  by  recrys- 
tallisation. 

Cathartic. 

Dose — 4 to  2 grs.  in  pill. 

In  addition  to  tho  preparations  bearing  tlio  name  Aloes,  all  of  which  are 
given  below,  tho  ding  enters  into  tho  following  : — 

Pil.  CambogitB  Co.,  1 in  6. 

Pil.  Colocynth  Co.,  1 in  3. 

Pil.  Colocy.  ct  Hyoscy.,  1 in  4J. 

Pil.  Rhei  Co.,  1 in  C. 

Extract.  Colocynth.  Co.,  1 in  Sj. 

Tinct.  Benzoini  Co. , 1 in  60. 
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Decoctum  Aloes  Compositum.  i gi's-  cExt.)  in  i oz. 

A rich,  dark-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  boiling  togetliw-  for 
five  minutes  extract  of  Socotrine  aloes,  5 oz.;  niyrrh,  sa  lou, 
and  carbonate  of  potassium,  of  each  ^ oz.  ; extract  of  liquonce 
2 oz.-  compound  tincture  of  cardamoms,  15  oz.;  distilled  watei 
to  50  oz.  The  tincture  should  be  added  after  cooling. 

Dose — to  2 oz. 


Enema  Aloes.  1 gi’s-  in  1 oz. 

Aloes,  10  gi-s.;  carbonate  of  potassium,  15  grs.;  mucilage  of 
starch,  io  ozT— mixed  and  rubbed  together. 

Extractum  Aloes  Barbadensis.  1 parts  from  5. 

A .wlid  extract,  obtained  by  dissolving  Barbadoes  aloes  in 
boilinof  water,  and  evaporating  the  solution. 

Dose— 2 to  6 grs.  in  pill.  It  is  less  liable  to  gripe  than 

1!  the  powdered  aloes. 

Extractum  Aloes  Socotrinse.  1 part  from  2. 

Preparation  and  dose  same  as  the  preceding. 

Enters  into  Dec.  Aloes  Co.  and  Extract.  Colocyiith.  Co. 

Pilula  Aloes  Barbadensis.  1 in  2. 

Barbadoes  aloes  (in  powder),  2 oz.;  hard  soap  (in  powder), 
1 oz.;  oil  of  caraway,  1 dram  ; confection  of  roses,  1 oz. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

' Pilula  Aloes  Socotrinse.  1 in  2. 

Socotrine  Aloes  (in  powder),  2 oz.;  hard  soap  (in  powdci), 
1 oz.;  volatile  oil  of  nutmeg,  1 di-am  ; confection  of  roses,  1 oz. 
Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Pilula  Aloes  et  Asafoetidse.  i in  1. 

Socotrine  aloes,  asafoetida,  hard  soap,  and  confection  of 
roses,  of  each  1 oz. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Cathartic  and  Antispasmodic. 

Pilula  Aloes  et  Perri.  1 in  5:[. 

Sulphate  of  iron,  U oz.;  Barbadoes  aloes,  2 oz.;  compound 
powder  of  cinnamon,  5 oz. ; confection  of  roses,  1 oz. 

Cathartic  and  Emmcnagoguc. 

Dose — 6 to  10  grs. 

Pilula  Aloes  et  Myrrhse  (Rufus’  Pill.)  1 in  2^  nearly. 

Socotrine  aloes,  2 oz.;  myrrh,  1 oz,;  saffron  (dried),  ^ oz.; 
treacle,  1 oz. ; glyeerine,  q.s. 
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Cathartic  and  Emnienagogue. 

Dose — 6 to  10  grs. 

Tinctura  Aloes,  n grs.  in  1 oz. 

A dark  brorvn  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  Socotrine 
aloes  j oz.,  extract  of  liquorice  H oz.,  in  proof  spirit  1 pint. 
Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

Vinum  Aloes.  16^  grs.  in  i oz. 

A dark  brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  Socotrine 
aloes  1|^  oz.,  cardamoms  and  ginger  of  each  80  grs,,  in  sherry 
10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

ALUMEN  (Alum).  Alo3S04,KoSOa,24H20. 

Or  Al23S04,(NHi)2S04,24H20. 

A sulphate  of  aluminium  and  potassium  (potash  alum),  or 
of  aluminium  and  ammonium  (ammonia  alum),  crystallised 
fi'om  aqueous  solution,  in  colourless  transparent  crystalline 
masses.  Crystals  soluble  in  10  or  11  parts  of  watei\ 
Astringent.  In  large  doses  emetic.  (Page  318.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  grs. 

Alumen  Exsiccatum  (Dried  Alum).  Al23S04,K:S04- 
Prepared  by  heating  potassium  alum  until  it  loses  45^  per 
cent,  of  its  weight,  and  reducing  the  residue  to  powder. 
Externally — Styptic. 

*Glycerinum  Aluminis.  l 6 (i  in  by  weight). 

A thick  syrupy  liquid  prepared  by  heating  1 oz.  alum  with 
5 oz.  glycerine,  and  pouring  off  the  clear  liquid  from  any  deposit 
after  settling. 

Local  Astringent. 

AMMONIACUM  (Ammoniacum) — Umbelliferse. 

A gum-resinous  exudation,  from  the  stem  (after  being 
punctured  by  beetles)  of  Dorema  Ammoniacum,  in  pale  bro^ra 
tears  or  masses,  breaking  with  a smooth,  w/i/(e  fracture. 

A Stimulating  Expectorairt.  (Page  319.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  grs.  in  an  emulsion. 

Emplastrum  Ammoniaci  Cum  Hydrargyro.  12  in  15. 

Ammoni.acum,  12  oz.;  mercury,  3 oz.;  olive  oil,  56  grs.;  sul- 
phur, 8 gi’s.;  mixed  with  the  aid  of  heat, 

Kcsolvcnt  to  enlarged  glands. 
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Mistura  Ainmoniaci.  13^  grs  in  l oz. 

Ammouiacmn  oz.,  rubbed  with  8 oz.  distilled  water  to  form 
a white  emulsion,  like  dii'ty  milk. 

Dose— i to  1 oz. 

Amraoniacum  also  enters  into  the  composition  of  Empl.  Galbani,  Til . 
Scilla;  Co.  anti  Pil.  Ipecac,  cum  Scilla. 

: AMMONII  BENZOAS  (Benzoate  of  Ammonium). 

NHiCtHO.. 

Colourless  laminar  crystals,  prepared  by  acting  on  ammonia 
solution  with  benzoic  acid  and  evaporating. 

Diuretic.  (Page  321.) 

Dose— 10  to  20  grs.  in  water. 

.1  Ammonii  Bromidum-  NHiBr. 

In  colourless  crystals,  which  may  becoine  slightly  yellow  by 
li  exposure  to  the  air,  and  are  very  soluble  in  watei,  foinied  bt 
: neutralising  hydrobromic  acid  with  ammonia,  evaporating  and 

I crystallising. 

Laryngeal  Sedative.  Useful  in  Whooping  Cough. 

Dose— 2 to  20  grains.  For  a child  1 year  old,  2 grains. 

r Ammonii  Carbonas.  NaHnCjOa. 

I A volatile  salt,  in  translucent  crystalline  masses,  with  strong 
' ammoniacal  odour,  prepared  by  subliming  a mixture  of  sulphate 
of  ammonium,  or  chloride  of  ammonium  and  carbonate  of 
calcium. 

A DifEusible  Stimulant,  Expectorant  and  Emetic. 

1 Dose— 3 to  10  grs.;  17  grs.  neutralise  ^ oz.  lemon  juice. 

Ix— Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.  Fort.,Spt.  Ammon.  Aromat. 

f'  Ammonii  Chloridum.  NH.Cl.  (Sal  Ammoniac.) 

1 In  colourless,  inodorous,  translucent,  fibrous  masses  ; tough, 
) and  dillicult  to  powder ; very  soluble  in  water;  prepared  by 
I neutralising  hydrochloric  acid  with  ammonia,  and  evaporating. 
J Expectorant  and  Ciliary  Excitant.  (Page  321.) 
r Dose — 5 to  20  grains.  Pieces  may  be  sucked  like  a lozenge. 

[ In— Liq.  Itj-cirarg.  Pcrchlor.  and  Liq.  Ammonite  Portion. 

I,'  Ammonii  Nitra.s.  NHiNOa. 

A white  delitiuesccnt  salt,  produced  by  neutr.alising  dilute 
ti  nitric  acid  with  solution  or  carbonate  of  ammonium,  evaporat- 
;i  ing  and  drying  the  crystals  under  a heat  of  320°. 

' Only  used  for  making  nitrous  oxide. 

M 
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Ammonii  Phosphas.  (NHi)jHP04. 

In  transparent  colourless  prisms,  which  have  crystallised 
out  of  a concentrated  solution  of  ammonia,  which  has  been 
neutralised  by  dilute  phosphoric  acid. 

Diuretic.  (Page  323.) 

Dose— 5 to  20  grains,  in  water. 

Linimentum  Ammonise.  i in  4. 

An  emulsion  known  as  “ hartshorn  and  oil,”  composed  of — 
Solution  of  ammonia,  1 oz.;  olive  oil,  3 oz. 

Rubefacient. 

Liquor  Ammonise  Fortior.  NHs.  15 '8  grs.  NH3  in  1 dr. 

Ammoniacal  gas,  dissolved  in  water,  and  constituting  32'5 
per  cent,  of  the  solution,  prepared  by  distilling  a mixture  of 
chloride  of  ammonium,  slaked  lime,  and  water. 

Vesicant.  Should  not  be  used  internally. 

In — Liniment.  Camph.  Co.,  Liqnor  Ammonise,  Liquor  Ammonii  Citratis 
Fort.,  Spiritus  Ammonise  Aromaticus, Tinotura  Opii  Am. , Ammonii  Phosphas 
and  Spt.  Am.  Foetid. 

Liquor  Ammonise.  NHs-  1 in  3-  5-2  grs.  NH3  in  1 dr. 

Ammoniacal  gas,  dissolved  in  water,  and  constituting  10  per 
cent.  oJ  the  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  one  pint  of  strong 
solution  of  ammonia  with  two  pints  of  distilled  water. 
Stimulant  and  Rubefacient. 

Dose — 5 to  16  minims,  freely  diluted. 

In — Linim.  Ammonise  and  Tr.  Quininse  Ammon. 

*Liquor  Ammonii  Acetatis  Fortior.  NHaCsHaOs. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  neutralising  174  oz,  car- 
bonate of  ammonium  with  60  oz.  acetic  acid,  and  adding  water 
to  60  oz.  Contains  36  per  cent.  NH4C2H3O.2. 

Diuretic  and  Diaphoretic. 

Dose— 26  to  76  minims. 

Liquor  Ammonii  Acetatis.  1 in  5. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepai'ed  by  mixing  1 oz.  of  the  above 
strong  solution  of  acetate  of  ammonium  with  4 oz.  distilled 
water. 

Diaphoretic.  Known  as  Miudererus  Spirit. 

Dose — 2 to  6 drams.  In  acute  alcoholism,  2 oz. 

*Liquor  Ammonii  Citratis  Fortior.  (NHi).sC,H:,07. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  neutralising  12  oz.  citric 
acid  with  1 1 oz.  strong  solution  of  ammonia,  and  adding  dis- 
tilled water  to  1 pint.  Contiiiiis  68  per  cent,  of  (NH4)3CGil507. 
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Diuretic. 

Dose — 3 to  drains. 

Liauor  Ammonii  Citratis.  1 in  d. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepai’ed  by  mixing  1 oz.  of  the  above 
strong  solution  of  citrate  of  ammonium  with  3 oz.  distilled 
water. 

Diuretic. 

Dose — 2 to  6 drams. 

Spiritus  Ammonise  Aromaticus.  l of  Carbonate  and  2 of 
Liq.  Ammon.  Fort,  in  40. 

Known  as  “ sal-volatile,”  an  almost  colourless  liquid,  pre- 
pai'ed  by  distilling  a mixture  containing  carbonate  of  am- 
monium, 4 oz.;  strong  solution  of  ammonia,  8 oz.;  volatile  oil 
of  nutmeg,  4^  drs.;  oil  of  lemon,  drs.;  rectified  spirit,  6 
pints  ; water,  3 pints.  Only  8 pints  are  distilled  over. 

An  agreeable  stimulant.  (Page  323.) 

Dose — I to  1 ch’am,  freely  diluted.  It  makes  an  elegant 
mixture  when  given  with  Tinct.  Card.  Co. 

In — Tinctnra  Gnaiaci  Ammon,  and  Tinct.  Valeriana3  Ammon. 

Spiritus  Ammoniae  Fostidus.  i of  Liq.  Am.  Fort,  in  lo. 

Asafoetida,  oz.  ; strong  solution  of  ammonia,  2 oz.  ; 
rectified  spirit,  ”l  pint  (distil).  A bright  liquid,  with  a faint 
trace  of  colour. 

Stimulant  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 3 to  1 dram,  diluted. 

AMYGDALA  AMARA  (Bitter  Almonds) — Rosacea. 

The  seed  of  the  bitter  almond  tree  (Amygdalus  Communis). 
Has  a bitter  taste,  is  broader  and  shorter  than  the  sweet 
almond,  and  its  aqueous  emulsion  has  odour  of  peach  blossom. 
Yields,  when  pressed,  Oleum  Amygdalee. 

Amygdala  Dulcis  (Sweet  or  Jordan  Almonds) — Eosaceai. 

The  seed  of  the  sweet  almond  tree  (Amygdalus  Communis) 
from  Malaga,  about  one  inch  in  length,  narrow,  and  sharp 
pointed,  with  clear  brown  seed  coat,  and  a sweet  taste. 
Nutrient  and  Demulcent.  (Page  324.) 

Yields  when  pressed  Oleum  Amygdalio,  and  enters  into 

Pulvis  Amygdalae  Compositus.  8 in  13. 

A powder  of  a dirty-white  or  pale  straw-colour,  composed  of 
8 oz.  of  swt-id  almonds  (with  their  coats  removed  by  steepin" 
in  hot  water),  4 oz.  sugar,  and  1 oz.  powdered  gum  acaci’r 
rubbed  into  a coarse  liowdcr.  ^ ^ 

Used  for  making  tlio  mi.vtiire. 
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Mistura  Amygdalas.  i in  8. 

A white  emulsion,  made  by  rubbing  2 oz.  of  compound 
powder  of  almonds  with  16  oz.  of  distilled  water  and  straining. 

Chiefly  used  as  a vehicle  for  other  medicines,  and  as  a basis  for  lotions. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Oleum  Amygdalae  (Almond  Oil). 

The  pale  yellow,  almost  inodorous,  expressed  oil  from  hitter 
or  Hweet  almonds. 

Demulcent  and  Emollient. 

Dose — 1 to  4 cli'ams,  in  emulsion  or  mucilage. 

Used  in  the  preparations  of  simple,  spennnceti,  and  resin  ointments,  and 
in  phosphorated  oil. 

This  harmless  oil,  which  is  commonly  called  almond  oil,  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  oil  duliiled  from  the  bitter  almond,  which  is  known  as  the 
oil  of  bitter  almonds,  and  which  is  a deadly  jjoison,  being  fonr  times  the 
strength  of  Prussic  acid.  It  is  not,  however,  in  the  Pharmacopceia. 

AMYL  NITRIS  (Nitrite  of  Amyl).  CoHnNOc. 

An  ethereal,  yellowish  liquid,  with  a peculiar  odour,  pre- 
pared by  the  action  of  nitric  or  nitrous  acid  on  fousel  oil. 

Acts  powerfully  on  arterial  spasm.  (Page  324.) 

Dose— Internally,  | to  1 minim.  The  vapour  of  2 to  5 
minims,  poured  on  the  hand,  may  be  inhaled.  It  should  be 
used  with  caution. 

AMYLUM  (Starch) — From  Graminacem. 

Starch  procured  from  the  seeds  of  common  wheat  (Triticum 
Vulgare),  from  maize  (Zea  Mays),  and  fi'om  rice  (Oryza 
sativa),  in  white  columnar  masses. 

Dietetic  and  Demulcent.  Antidote  in  poisoning  by  iodine. 

In  addition  to  the  mucilage  and  glycerine,  it  enters  into  the  suppo.sitories 
of  morphine  with  soap,  and  tannic  acid  with  soap,  and  compound  tragacanth 
powaler. 

Glycerinum  Amyli.  i 8.  i in  io.j  by  weight. 

A translucent  jelly,  prepared  by  heating  1 oz.  starch,  5 oz. 
glycerine,  and  3 oz.  water. 

An  Emollient  Application  for  External  Use. 

Mucilago  Amyli.  12  grs.  in  1 oz. 

A thick,  translucent  mucilage,  prepared  bj’-  boiling  120  grs. 
starch  with  10  oz.  distilled  water  for  a few  minutes. 

As  a Ijasis  for  enemas,  into  fonr  of  which  it  cntcre,  i.e.,  Aloes,  Maguesii 
Sulidiatis,  Opii,  and  Terehinthinm. 

Preparations  of  iodine  should  not  he  ordered  with  starch. 


Anise. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


181 


ANETHI  FRUCTUS  (Dill  Fruit)— UmbelliferEe. 

The  oval,  flat,  bro-mi,  seed-like  fruit,  itli  of  an  inch  long, 
with  an  aromatic  odour,  of  Pcucedauum  graveolens  (Anethum 
graveolens). 

An  Aromatic  Stimulant.  (Page  325.) 

Dose — 10  to  60  grs.,  in  powder. 

Aqua  Anethi.  l lb.  to  l gallon. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  distilling  1 gallon  from  1 
lb.  dill  fruit  and  2 gals,  water. 

Dose — j to  2 oz.  for  adults.  A favourite  drug  in  the  colic 
of  infants.  1 to  2 drams  for  a child  1 year  old. 

i Oleum  Anethi. 

I The  pale  yellow  oil,  distilled  in  Britain  from  Dill  fruit, 
Antispa.smodic  and  Carminative. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  on  sugar. 

*ANISI  FRUCTUS  (Anise  Fruit)— Umbelliferm. 

The  dried  fruit  of  Pimpinella  Anisum,  4th  inch  long,  ovoid- 
oblong,  greyish  brown,  and  covered  with  hairs. 

Antispasmodic  and  Carminative.  (Page  325.) 

*ANISI  STELLATI  FRUCTUS  (Star-Ani.se  Fruit)— 
3 Magnoliacem. 

iThe  dried  fruit  of  Illicium  anisatum,  from  China,  consisting 
of  eight  carpels  arranged  in  the  form  of  a star. 

. Antispasmodic  and  Carminative. 

; Coninm  Fruit  is  ilistinguished  from  Anise  by  its  consisting  of  single 
t moricarps,  whicli  are  smooth  and  grooved. 

I *Aqua  Anisi.  i lb.  to  1 gallon. 

I A colourless  water,  obtained  by  distilling  1 gallon  from  2 

1 gallons  water  and  1 lb.  ani,se  fruit — .star -anise'). 
Carminative  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose— 1 to  2 drams  for  a child  one  year  old. 

Oleum  Anisi, 

The  colourless  or  very  pale  yellow  oil  distilled  in  Europe 
from  anise  fruit,  or  in  China  from  star-anise  fruit. 

( SS-'S"  The  ani.se  oil  congeals  at  aliout  55°  F.;  the  star-anise  oil  at  about 
ll  330  !■’. 

v Antispasmodic  and  Carminative. 

C Dose — 1 to  1 minims. 

^ IN— Es.scntia  Anisi  and  Tinct.  Camplioraj  Co.,  .and  Tinct.  Opii  Ammon. 

a Essentia  Anisi.  1 in  5. 

The  colourless  solution,  prepared  by  mi.xing  1 oz.  oil  of  anise 
1 with  1 oz.  rectilicd  spirit. 
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Carminative  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 10  to  20  minims.  For  a child  1 year  old,  3 minims. 

ANTHEMIDIS  FLORES  (Chamomile  Flowers) — Com- 
posite. 

The  dried  single  and  double  flower-heads  of  Anthemis  nobilis, 
resembling  dried  daisy  heads,  from  cultivated  plants, 

An  Aromatic  Stimulant  and  Bitter  Tonic.  (Page  325.) 
Dose — 10  to  30  grs.;  generally  given  in  the  form  of  infusion. 

Extractum  Anthemidis. 

A soft  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a decoction  of 
flowers,  and  adding  1 5 minims  of  oil  of  chamomile  for  every 
pound  of  flowers  used. 

Dose — 2 to  10  grs. 


Infusum  Anthemidis.  A oz.  to  ^ pint,  (j  hour). 
Chamomile  flowers  ^ oz.  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 

The  warm  infusion  is  Emetic  in  moderate  doses. 

Dose — 1 to  i oz. 

Oleum  Anthemidis. 

The  greenish  blue  or  yellowish  liquid  oil  distilled  in  Britain 
from  chamomile  flowers. 

Used  in  making  the  extract. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims?  on  sugar  or  in  mucilage. 

ANTIMONIUM  NIGRUM  PURIFICATUM.  Sh.Ss- 

Purified  black  antimony,  in  the  form  of  a greyish-black 
powder,  being  the  native  sulphide  purified  from'  siliceous 
matter  by  fusion,  and  from  arsenic  by  maceration  with  solu- 
tion of  ammonia. 

XJsecl  to  make  Antim.  Sulphuratum  and  Liq.  Antim.  Chioridi. 

Antimonii  Oxidum.  ShaOs. 

A greyish-white  powder,  prepared  by  pouring  a solution  of 
chloride  of  antimony  into  water,  washing  the  oxychloride 
thus  formed,  and  decomposing  it  by  carbonate  of  sodium. 
Diaphoretic  and  Emetic.  (Page  327.) 

Dose — 1 to  4 grs.  For  a child  1 year  old  ^ to  ^ gr. 

Used  in  the  preparation  of  Antimon.  Tartaratnm,  and  in 

Pulvis  Antimonialis  (Antimonial  Powder).  1 in  3. 

A substitute  for  James’s  powder ; of  a dull  white  colour, 
cou.sisting  of  oxide  of  antimony  1 oz.,  and  phosphate  of  cal- 
cium 2 oz. 

Acts  like  the  Oxide,  only  weaker. 

Dose — 3 to  5 grs.  For  a child  1 year  old  t to  i gr. 
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Antimonium  Sulphuratum.  Sb^Sa  vvith  Sb^-Oa. 

All  or<iugG*rccl  powder,  known  ns  sulpburcited  fintiniony, 
prepared  by  boiling  black  antimony  with  sublimed  sulphur 
and^  solution  of  soda,  adding  diluted  sulphuric  acid_  to  the 
solution  before  it  eools,  collecting  and  washing  the  precipitate. 
Alterative,  Emetic,  and  Diaphoretic. 

Dose 1 to  5 grs  Seldom  given  alone,  but  prescribed  as 

Pilula  Hydrargyri  Subcbloridi  Composita — (1  in  5). 

Liquor  Antimonii  Chloridi.  SbCL.  1 lb.  to  1 quart. 

A heavy,  reddish  liquor,  prepared  by  dissolving  purified 
black  antimony  in  hydrochloric  acid,  and  concentrating. 
Known  as  Butter  of  Antimony. 

Caustic.  Not  used  internally.  It  contains  3G  per  cent,  of 
Chloride  of  Antimony.  Used  in  making  Antim.  Oxid. 

I Antimonium  Tartaratum  (Tartar  Emetic). 

I KSbOCiHiOG,HiO. 

An  oxytartrate  of  antimony  and  potassium.  In  colourless, 
■:  transparent  crystals,  with  triangular  facets  ; soluble  in  water  ; 

I prepared  by  boiling  together  oxide  of  antimony  and  acid  tar- 
trate of  potassium  in  water,  filtering  and  collecting  the  crystals 

I which  form  in  the  liquid. 

Emetic,  Cardiac  Depressant,  Expectorant. 

Dose— As  an  emetic,  1 to  2 grs.;  Diaphoretic,  tV  to  i gr.;  as 
t an  Expectorant,  i to  :f.  Given  in  solution  in  water. 

IUnguentum  Antimonii  Tartarati.  1 part  in  5. 

A white  ointment,  prepared  by  thoroughly  mixing  tartar 
emetic  j oz.,  and  simple  ointment  1 oz. 

Vesicant  and  Rubefacient. 

IVinum  Antimoniale.  2 grs.  in  l oz. 

Tartar  emetic,  40  grs.,  di.ssolved  in  sherry,  1 pint ; making  a 
t.  pale,  yellowish-brown  liquid. 

Dose — .T  to  no  minims. 

For  a child  1 year  old,  2 minims  as  an  Expectorant. 

4 *AP0M0RPHINA:  HYDROCHLORAS.  CuHitNO.HCI. 

(Hydrochlorate  of  A])omorphine).  The  hydrochloral c of  an 
I alkaloid,  obtained  by  heating  morphine  or  codeine  in  scaled 
II  tubes  with  hydrochloric  acid,  in  white  acicular  crystals,  turning 
1 green  on  exposure  to  light  and  air. 

Powerfully  Emetic  and  Expectorant.  (Page  327.) 

Dose— Emetic  (by  mouth),  1,  gr.;  hypodermically,  ^ gr.  As 
I an  Expectorant  (by  mouth),  .j-'j  gr.,  in  mixture. 
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Injectio  Apomorphinas  Hypodermica.  i in  .50. 

gi's.  liydrochlorate  of  apomorphine  in  100 
minims  of  camphor  water.  ^ 

Dose — 2 to  8 minims. 


AQUA  (M^ater).  H,0. 

A atural  water,  as  pure  as  can  be  obtained — filtered  if  neces- 
cEsrilled^watm^*^^^^^^  pi’escrij^tions,  aqva  should  always  mean 


Aqua  Destillata.  H^O. 

Water  distilled  from  a copper  still  with  a block-tin  worm. 

ARGENTUM  PURIFICATUM  (Pure  Silver).  Ag. 

Used  in  preparing  nitrate  of  silver.  In  leaf,  for  the  coatin<^ 
ot  pills,  and  in  the  vessels  used  in  making  caustic  potash. 

Argenti  Nitras.  AgNOs. 

In  flat,  coloiiiless  crystals,  or  white  rods.  Prepared  by  eva- 
porating a solution  of  silver  in  nitric  acid,  and  dryino-  the 
crystals.^  To  make  the  rods  commonly  known  as  “ Lunar 
Caustic,  the  fused  crystals  are  poured  into  moulds  ■ and  to 
prepare  “ Toughened  Nitrate  of  Silver,”  6 per  cent,  of  nitre  is 
added  to  the  nitrate  of  silver  before  fusion. 

Caustic,  Astringent,  and  Nerve  Tonic.  (Page  332.) 

Dose— i to  i gr.  Sometimes  given  in  doses^f  one  grain  in 
stomach  affections,  in  pill. 

As  a strong  caustic  lotion  for  wounds,  ulcers,  &c.,  1 dr.  to 
1 oz.  As  a lotion  for  ophthalmia  in  infants,  8 grs.  ’ to  1 oz 
As  an  injection  for  the  urethra,  2 grs.  to  1 oz. 

All  solutions  of  caustic  should  be  made  with  distilled  water, 
and  should  not  contain  any  trace  of  organic  matter.  Some- 
times, however,  the  salt  is  dissolved  in  Spt.  ^ther.  Nit. 

*Argenti  et  Potassii  Nitras.  (Mitigated  Caustic). 

White  cylindrical  rods  or  cones,  prepared  by  fusion  of  1 oz. 
nitrate  of  silver  and  2 oz.  nitrate  of  potassium. 

Caustic. 


Argenti  Oxidum.  Ag.O. 

The  brown  powder  precipitated,  on  adding  a solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  to  lime  water. 

Tonic  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — I to  2 grs.,  in  pill.  Pills  containing  this  salt  with 
organic  matter,  such  .as  c.xtr.acts,  alkaloids,  &c..  often  rapidly 
decompose  and  sometimes  explode.  (See  page  53.) 
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AMORACIull  RADIX  (Horseradish  Root)— Cruciferaj. 

The  fresh  root  of  Cochlearia  Armoracia,  from  plants  culti- 
vated in  Britain,  and  collected  in  autumn  or  early  spring,  has 
often  been  unreasonably  confounded  with  aconite.  A com- 
parison shows — 

ACONITE  ROOT 

To  be  smaller,  distinctly  tapering 
I to  a point,  brown  on  the  exterior, 

, odourless,  and  leaving  a tingling 
I sensation  on  being  chewed. 

Diuretic,  Stimulant,  and  Sialagogue.  (Page  333.) 

i Spiritus  Armoracise  Compositus.  l in  8. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  20  oz.  of  horse 
radish  root,  20  oz.  bitter-orange  peel,  oz.  nutmeg,  1 gallon 
proof  spirit,  and  3 pints  water,  and  distilling  1 gallon.  S.G. 

: -920. 

Stimulant  and  Diuretic. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

' ARNIC.^  RHIZOMA  (Arnica  Rhizome) — Composita3. 

The  dried  rhizome  and  rootlets  of  Arnica  montana,  from  1 
' to  3 inches  long,  and  A inch  thick,  round,  twisted,  and  fur- 
; nishing  numerous  long  fibres.  Its  peppery  taste  and  peculiar 
i odour  distinguish  it  from  Senega,  Serpentary,  .and  Valerian, 
I which  it  somewhat  resembles. 

Stimulant  in  low  feverish  conditions.  (Page  333.) 

Dose— 10  grs.,  in  powder. 

' Tinctura  Arnicae.  i oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brandy-coloured  liquid,  obtained  by  the  maceration  and 
percolation  of  1 oz.  arnica  rhizome  with  1 pint  rectified  siiirit. 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram.  Chiefly  used  as  a lotion  for  bruises, 
1 oz.  to  8 oz.  water. 

ARSENIC.  Vide  Acid.  Arseniosum — Page  161.) 

: ASAFCETIDA  (Asafoetida)— Umbelliferae. 

The  fetid  gum-rcsin,  in  irregul.ar  softish  masses  or  tears,  of 
a dull  yellow  and  often  pinkish  colour,  obtained  from  incisions 
into  the  living  root  of  Narthex  .asafoetida  (Ecrula  N.arthcx) 
and  Ferula  Scorodosma,  and  prob.ably  other  species. 

Stimulant  .and  Antispasmodic.  (I’.agc  333.) 

Dose — 5 to  20  grs.,  in  pills. 


nURbE-RAJJiSJi  ItUUl 

To  be  larger,  much  longer,  more 
uniform  in  circumference,  white  or 
cream  coloured  externally,  with 
strong  odour,  especially  on  scraping, 
and  with  a oh.aracteristic  taste. 
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Enema  Asafoetidae.  30  grs.  to  4 oz. 

Prepared  by  rubbing  30  grs.  asafoetida  with  4 oz.  distilled 
water,  making  a whitish  emulsion. 

Pilula  Aloes  et  Asafcetidae.  i in  4. 

Socotrine  aloes,  asafoetida,  hard  soap,  and  confection  of  roses 
of  each  1 oz.  well  beaten  together. 

Cathartic  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Pilula  Asafoetidae  Composita.  i in  3^. 

Asafoetida,  galbanuni,  and  myrrh,  of  each  2 oz.  ; treacle, 
1 oz. ; heated  by  means  of  a water-bath,  and  stirred  until  of  a 
uniform  consistence. 

A valuable  Antispasmodic.  Useful  in  hysteria. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Spiritus  Ammonias  Fcetidus.  33  grs.  asafoetida  in  1 oz. 

A clear,  faintly-yellow  liquid,  prepared  by  distiUing  a mix- 
ture of  asafoetida  1^  oz.  and  rectified  spirit  15  oz,,  and  adding 
to  the  distilled  spirit  2 oz.  strong  solution  of  ammonia,  with  as 
much  rectified  spirit  as  will  make  the  product  measure  20  oz. 
The  best  fluid  form  for  prescribing  asafoetida. 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram,  diluted  with  water. 

Tinctura  Asafoetidae.  2-k  oz.  in  1 pint.  (54|  grs.  in  i oz.) 

A bright  brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  2^  oz. 
asafoetida  in  1 pint  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram. 

ATROPINA  (Atropine).  C17H23NO.!. 

An  alkaloid  obtained  from  belladonna  in  the  following 
manner  : — A strong  tincture  is  made  by  macerating  belladonna 
root  in  rectified  spirit ; on  adding  slaked  lime  to  this  the 
alkaloid  is  set  free  along  with  colouring  mjitters ; sulphuric 
acid,  poured  upon  the  precipitate,  forms  sulphate  of  atropine, 
which  is  again  decomposed  by  carbonate  of  potassium,  and,  on 
purification  by  charcoal,  chloroform,  and  spirit,  the  alkaloid 
is  obtained  in  colourless  acicular  cryst.als. 

Sedative  and  Anodyne.  A very  active  Poison.  (Page  334.) 
Dose — of  a grain.  Should  not  be  given  in  tliis  form. 

*Lamellae  Atropinae  (Discs  of  Atropine). 

Discs  of  gelatine  with  some  glycerine,  each  weighing  about 
■jJy  gr.  and  containing  gr.  sulphate  of  atropine. 
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Ungiientum  Atropinas.  8 grs.  in  1 oz. 

A white  ointment,  prepared  by  dissolving  S grs.  of  atropine 
in  i dram  of  spirit,  and  mixing  with  1 oz.  benzoated  lard. 

A Local  Anodyne. 

Atropinae  Sulphas. 

A colourless  powder,  obtained  by  dissolving  atropine  in 
very  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  evaporating. 

Acts  like  atropine,  and  is  very  soluble.  A powerful  Poison. 

Liquor  Atropinae  Sulphatis.  l in  100. 

A colourless  solution  of  9 grs.  sulphate  of  atropine  in  10^  drs 
camphor  water.  Containing  no  spirit,  its  introduction  into 
the  eye  does  not  cause  pain. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  or  two  minims  hypodermically. 

. AURANTII  CORTEX  (Bitter-Orange  Peel)— Aurantiacem. 

The  dried  thin  outer  part  of  the  rind  or  pericarp  of  the  bitter 
■ or  Seville  orange  Citrus  vulgaris  (Citrus  Bigaradia). 

An  Aromatic  Bitter  and  Flavouring  ingredient.  (Page  330.) 

In  addition  to  the  preparations  bearing  its  name,  it  occurs  in  Infus.  Gcn- 
tianoe  Co.,  Spirit.  Armoracia;  Co.,  Tr.  CinchonjE  Co.,  and  Tr.  Gentianas  Co. 

I Infusum  Aurantii.  j oz.  to  pint  (|  hour). 

Bitter-orange  peel  i oz.  infused  in  boiling  water  ^ pint. 

* A mild  Stomachic  Tonic, 

j Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

l|i  Infusum  Aurantii  Compositum.  i to  i pint  (|  hour). 
I Prepared  by  infusing  in  10  oz.  boiling  water,  oz.  bitler- 
1 orange  peel,  50  grs.  fresh  lemon  peel,  and  28  grs.  of  cloves. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

j!  Syrupus  Aurantii.  1 iu  8. 

A flavouring  syrup,  prepared  by  adding  1 oz.  tincture  of 
r orange  peel  to  7 oz.  simple  syrup. 

IDose — 1 dram. 

Ix — Cunfectio  Sulphuris. 

Tinctura  Aurantii.  2 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A golden,  sherry-coloured  tincture,  prepared  by  macerating 

12  oz.  bitter-orange  i)cc!  in  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

An  agreeable  I’onic  Bitter. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

Ix— Mist.  Forri  Aromat.,  Tinct.  Quininre,  and  Syrupus  Aurantii. 

■-  AURANTII  FRUCTUS  (Bitter  Orange). 

The  ripe  fruit  of  Citrus  vulgaris  (Citrus  Bigaradia). 

Action  as  above. 


i 


188 


mateeia  medica. 


Bals.  Tolu. 


Tinctura  Aurantii  Recentis.  6 oz.  to  i pint. 

Prepared  by  macerating  6 oz.  of  the  coloured  part  of  the 
rmd  of  the  bitter  orange  in  1 pint  of  rectified  spirit. 
Acts  like  the  Tinct.  Aurantii,  but,  having  more  oil  in  the 
fresh  peel,  its  fiavoiir  is  stronger. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 


Vinum  Aurantii.  lO  or  12  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 

Wine  of  a golden  sherry  colour,  made  in  Britain  by  the  fer- 
mentation of  a saccharine  solution,  to  which  the  fresh  peel  of 
the  bitter-orange  has  been  added. 

An  agreeable  Bitter  and  Stimulating  Tonic 
Dose— i to  2 oz. 

In— Vinuru  QuininEe  and  Vinum  Verri  Citratis. 


Aqua  Aurantii  Floris  (Orange-Flower  water). 

colourless  fragrant  distilled  water  of  the  flowers 
01  ttie  bitter  and  sweet  orange  trees. 

Used  for  flavouring  mixtures  and  draughts. 

Syrupus  Aurantii  Floris.  i in  6|. 

Prepared  by  dissolving  3 lb.  of  sugar  in  16  oz.  of  distilled 
water,  and  adding  8 oz.  of  orange-flower  water. 

A sweet,  colourless  syrup,  used  for  flavouring. 

BALSAMUM  PERUVIANUM-Leguminosm. 

A dark-brovm,  viscid,  liquid  balsam,  exuded  from  Myroxylon 
Pereirm  (Toliiifera  Balsamum),  after  the  bark  has  been  beaten 
scorched,  and  removed. 

A stimulating  Expectorant.  Externally— A Stimulant  to 
ulcers.  (Page  336.) 

Dose  10  to  15  minims,  in  mucilage  or  with  beaten-up  egg. 

BALSAMUM  TOLUTANUM  — Leguminoste. 

A soft,  fragrant,  solid  balsam,  exuding  from  incisions  in  the 
bark  of  Myroxylon  Toluifera  (Toluifera  Balsamum). 

A weak  Expectorant.  (Page  336.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  grs.,  with  mucilage  or  egg. 

In— Pil.  Phosphori  and  Tr.  Benzoiiii  Co.  and 


Syrupus  Tolutanus.  l in  29. 

Prepared  by  boiling  IP  oz.  balsam  of  tolu  in  1 jjint  distilled 
water,  filtering  when  cold,  and  adding  2 lb.  sugar  to  make  a 
colourless  syrup. 

Dose — 1 dram.  Chiefly  used  to  sweeten  cough  mixtures. 
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Tinctura  Tolutana.  oz.  to  l pint. 

A bright,  reddish-biwvn  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  2^  oz. 
I of  tolu  balsam  in  1 pint  of  rectified  spirit. 

I A Stimulating  Expectorant. 

Dose — 20  to  40  minims,  in  emulsion  or  in  sherry. 

U'seil  in  the  preparation  of  ^Morphine,  Tannin,  Opium,  and  “ Morphine  and 
Ipecac."  lozenges. 

BEBERIN.51  SULPHAS  (Sulphate  of  Beberine) — Lauracem 
The  sulphate  of  an  alkaloid,  in  brown,  thin,  translucent  scales, 
;|  prepared  from  Nectandra  bark,  by  treating  it  with  weak  sul- 
j phuric  acid,  precipitating  the  alkaloid  with  ammonia  and 
1 lime,  and,  after  acting  on  it  with  spirit  and  dilute  sulphuric 
; acid,  evaporating. 

Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  (Page  336. ) 

Dose — 1 to  10  grs.  in  pill,  or  in  solution  with  sulphuric  acid, 
li  BELA]  FEiUCTUS  (Bael  Fruit) — Aurantiaceae. 

The  dried  half-ripe  fruit  of  rEgle  Marinelos,  about  the  size  of 
; an  orange,  with  a hard  rind  of  greyish-bromi  colour,  usually 
I imported  in  dried,  twisted  slices. 

Astringent.  (Page  336.) 

! Extractum  Belse  Lictuidum.  i in  l. 

A deep  brown-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  evaporating  an 
I infusion  of  1 pound  bael  fruit,  made  with  12  pints  of  cold  dis- 
; tilled  water,  to  14  oz.,  and  then  adding  3 oz.  rectified  spirit. 
Dose — 1 to  2 di's.,  in  Dysentery. 

! BELLADONNA]  FOLIA  (Belladonna  Leaves) — Solanacem. 

I The/rr-v/i,  ovate,  acute,  smooth  leaves  and  young  branches  of 
1 deadly  nightshade  (Atropa  Belladonna),  also  the  leaves  sepa- 
! rated  from  the  branches  and  dried,  from  wild  and  cultivated 
! British  plants,  gathered  when  the  fruit  has  begun  to  form. 
Narcotic  and  Mydriatic.  A powerful  Poison.  (Page  334.) 
Extractum  Belladonnae. 

A soft,  dark-green  extract,  with  a peculiar  heavy  odour, 

■ prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  fresh  young  leaves  and  branches 
: of  the  belladonna  by  exactly  the  same  process  as  that  used  in 
making  extract  of  aconite,  for  which  see  p.  137  or  171. 
Anodyne  and  Sedative. 

Dose— i to  1 gr.,  in  pill,  or,  ns  an  external  applicat  ion,  mixed 
■with  as  much  glycerine  as  will  make  it  into  a cream. 

' t Succus  Belladonnae. 

The  coffee-brown  coloured  juice  of  the  young  fresh  leaves 
and  branches  of  belladonna,  with  the  addition  "of  its  bulk 
of  rectified  spirit. 
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Action — Anodyne.  (Given  in  incontinence  of  urine  and 
whooping  cough). 

Dose — 5 to  16  minims. 

Tinctura  Belladonnae.  i oz.  to  i pint. 

An  olive-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  the  maceration  and  per- 
colation of  1 oz.  dried  belladonna  leaves  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 
Dose — 5 to  20  minims.  One  minim  for  a child  1 year  old. 

BELLADONN.^  RADIX  (Belladonna  Root) — Solanacese. 

The  dried,  branched,  whitish  root,  1 to  2 feet  long,  of  wild 
or  cultivated  plants  of  Atropa  Belladonna,  from  Germany  or 
Britain. 

In  action  resembling  the  leaves. 

Used  in  preparing  Atropine  and  the  following— 

*Extractuin  Belladonnse  Alcoholicum. 

A dark  semi-solid  extraet,  prepared  by  evaporating  on  a 
water  bath  a tincture  of  dried  belladonna  root. 

Dose— tV  to  t gr. 

Emplastrum  BeJladonnae.  i in  6. 

Prepared  by  melting  together  on  a water  bath  4 oz.  alcoholie 
extract  of  belladonna  and  8 oz.  each  of  soap  and  resin  plasters. 
A Local  Anodyne. 

Linimentum  Belladonnae.  i part  in  i^. 

A light  yellowish-brown  coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  the 
maeeration  and  pereolation  of  20  oz.  belladonna  root  and  1 
oz.  camphor,  with  30  oz.  rectified  spirit. 

A powerful  Anodyne. 

Ungiientum  Belladonnse.  i in  10. 

A brownish  ointment,  made  by  rubbing  50  grs.  of  alcoholic 
extract  of  belladonna  with  1 oz.  benzoated  lard. 

A Soothing  Application  to  Infiamed  Piles. 

BENZOINUM  (Benzoin)— Styracem. 

The  balsamic  resin,  in  mottled  masses  or  light-bronm  lumps 
made  up  of  tears  produced  by  making  deep  incisions  into  the 
bark  of  Styrax  benzoin,  and  probably  other  species. 

Diuretie  and  Expectorant.  Seldom  used  internally. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grains  of  the  jmwder,  in  milk.  (Page  336.) 

In — Acleps  Benzoatus,  Ungt.  Cetocei,  and  the  following : — 

Tinctura  Benzoini  Composita.  2 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A dark  reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  2 oz. 
benzoin,  14  oz.  storax,  4 oz.  balsam  of  tolu,  and  160  grs.  Soco* 
trine  aloes  in  1 pint  rectified  siiirit. 
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j A Stimul.ating  E.Kpectorant.  Commonly  known  as  Friar’s 
balsam,  and  used  as  a protective  coating  for  fresh  wounds. 
Dose— i to  1 dram  in  emulsion.  Water  decomposes  it. 

Benzoic  Acid  and  Preparations.  (See  Acidum  Benzoicum). 

BISMUTHUM  (Bismuth)-Bi. 

A crystalline  metal  used  in  preparing  the  following  : — 

BISMUTHUM  PUEinCATUM  (Pure  Bismuth)-Bi. 

In  shining  crystalline  masses,  of  a greyish- white  colour,  with 
a rose  tinge,  produced  by  fusion  of  the  impure  metal  with 
cyanide  of  potassium,  sulphur,  and  subsequently  with  dried 
carbonates  of  sodium  and  potassium. 

Bismuthi  Carbonas.  (Bi202C03>2,H20. 

A white  powder,  prepared  by  dissolving  bismuth  in  nitric 
1 acid,  and  acting  on  the  solution  of  the  nitrate  thus  formed  by 
solution  of  carbonate  of  ammonium,  when  the  carbonate  of 
bismuth  is  precipitated. 

Antacid  and  Gastric  Sedative.  (Page  337.) 
j|  Dose — 0 to  20  grs.,  suspended  in  a mixture  with  mucilage. 

I *Bismuthi  Citras.  BiC(;H-,07. 

I A white  powder,  prepared  by  heating  subnitrate  of  bismuth 
,V  with  nitric  acid  till  dissolved,  and  adding  water,  and  into  this 

! liquid  pouring  a solution  of  bicarbonate  of  sodium  which  has 
been  boiled  with  citric  acid,  and  purifying  the  resulting  pre- 
cipitate of  citrate  of  bismuth. 

I Dose — 2 to  6 grs. 

j Same  action  as  Bismuthi  Carbonas. 

iji  Liquor  Bismuthi  et  Ammonii  Citratis.  3 grs.  BioO,  in 
■|  1 dram. 

' A colourless  solution,  prepared  by  rubbing  800  grs.  citrate 
! of  bismuth  with  as  much  solution  of  ammonia  as  will  dissolve 
I it,  and  adding  up  to  20  oz.  with  distilled  water. 

^ Dose — i to  1 dram,  diluted. 

^ *Bismuthi  et  Ammonii  Citras, 

t Small,  shining  translucent  scales,  obtained  by  evaporating 
p liquor  bismuthi,  and  allowing  the  concentrated  liquid  to  dry 
q upon  glass  or  porcelain  plates. 

Dose — 2 to  5 grs.,  as  a gastric  sedative. 

k Bismuthi  Oxidum.  BLO^. 

A dull,  lemon-yellow  powder,  prepared  by  boiling  1 Ib.  of 
1 subnitrate  of  bismuth  with  1 pints  of  solution  of  soda 
•1  wa.shing  and  drying  the  residue. 

Action  and  dose  same  as  Bismuthi  Carbonas. 
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Bismuthi  Subnitras.  BiONOa,HoO. 

A heavy,  white  powder,  prepared  by  dissolving  bismuth  in 
nitric  acid,  and  pouring  the  solution  into  distilled  water,  when 
the  salt  is  thrown  down  in  minute  crystalline  scales. 

Action  and  dose  same  as  Bismuthi  Carbonas. 

Trochisci  Bismuthi.  2 grs.  in  each. 

Prepared  by  mixing  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  1,440  grs.;  car- 
bonate of  magnesium,  4 oz.;  carbonate  of  calcium,  6 oz.;  sugar. 
29  oz.;  gum  acacia,  1 oz.;  mucilage  of  gum  acacia,  2 oz.;  rose 
water,  q.s.,  and  dividing  into  720  lozenges. 

Dose — 1 to  6 lozenges. 

BORAX  (Borax).  Na.BiOy.lOHoO. 

A native  salt,  in  large,  transparent,  colourless  crystals.  Can 
be  also  obtained  by  boiling  together  boric  acid  and  carbonate 
of  sodium. 

Antiseptic,  Emmenagogue  and  Diuretic.  Locally,  it  has  an 
Alterative  action  on  mucous  membranes.  (Page  338.) 

Dose — 6 to  40  gr.s. 

Used  in  making  Acid.  Boric. 

Glycerinum  Boracis.  i to  6.  (i  in  8 by  weight.) 

A colourless,  liquid,  prepared  by  dissoving  1 oz.  borax  in  4 
oz.  glycerine  and  2 oz.  distilled  water. 

Used  for  its  soothing  action  on  diseased  mucous  surfaces. 
Mel  Boracis.  46  grains  in  1 oz. 

A honey-like  mixture  of  borax  60  grs.,  glycerine  30  grs., 
and  honey,  480  grs. 

Action  similar  to  glycerine  of  borax. 

BROMUM  (Bromine).  Br. 

A dark-brown,  pungent  smelling  liquid  element,  obtained 
from  sea  water,  and  some  saline  springs.  Not  used  internally. 
Caustic  and  Disinfectant. 

Hydrobromic  Acid.  See  under  Acidum  Hydi-obromic  Di- 
lutum.  (Page  167.) 

Ammonii,  Potassii,  and  Sodii  Bromid.  See  under  respec- 
tive headings. 

BUCHU  FOLIA  (Buchu  Leaves) — Eutacem. 

The  dried  leaves  of  three  plants — Barosma  betulina,  Bar- 
osma  crenulata,  Barosma  serratifolia.  Small,  pale-green, 
shining,  and  smooth  leaves,  with  a powerful  minty  odour. 
Marked  with  pellucid  dots  at  the  indentations  and  apex. 
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A Stimulatin,^  Diuretic.  (Page  341  and  ,506). 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  powder  or  infusion. 

Infusum  Buchn.  4 oz.  to  | pint  (i  hour). 

^ oz.  bruised  buchu  leaves  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 
Dose — 1 to  4 oz. 

Tinctura  Buchu.  H oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brownish-green  liquid,  prepared  by  the  maceration  and 
percolation  of  2^  oz.  buchu  leaves  with  1 pint  proof  spirit, 
Dose — 1 to  2 drs. 

*BUTYL-CHLOKAL  HYDRAS.  Hydrate  of  Butyl-Chloral 
C4H5Ch0,H'20.  (Croton-Chloral  Hydrate,  wrongly  so  called.) 

Pearly  white  crystalline  scales,  wdth  an  odour  like  hydrate 
of  chloral,  produced  by  the  action  of  dry  chlorine  on  cooled 
aldehyd,  separated  by  fi-actional  distillation,  and  solidified  by 
the  addition  of  water. 

Hypnotic  and  Anodyne  to  fifth  nerve.  (Page  342). 

Dose — 5 to  15  grs.,  in  pills.  (Page  52). 

*CAFFEINA,  CsHioNiOaiHiO.  (Caffeine,  Theine,  or  Guar- 
anine). 

An  alkaloid  in  colourless  silky  crystals,  obtained  from  the 
dried  leaves  of  Camellia  Thea,  or  the  dried  seeds  of  Coffea 
arabica,  by  evaporating  aqueous  infusions  deprived  of  astrin- 
gent and  colouring  matters. 

Cardiac  Tonic  and  Diuretic.  (Page  343.) 

Dose — 1 to  5 grs.,  in  mixture  or  pill. 

*Caffeinse  Citras.  CsHioNjOj.H.aHoOT. 

A white,  inodorous  powder,  prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz, 
caffeine,  and  1 oz.  citric  acid  in  2 oz.  water,  and  evaporating 
Cardiac  Tonic  and  Diuretic.  (Page  343). 

Dose — 2 to  10  grs.,  in  a mixture. 

CAJUPUTI  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Cajuput) — Myrtaceoe. 

A bright  green  mobile  oil,  with  strong  cam phoi’aceous  odour 
distilled  from  the  leaves  of  Melaleuca  minor  (M.  Cajuputi)  ’ 
A powerful  dififpible  Stimulant  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  on  sugar,  or  in  an  emulsion.  (P.  344.) 

Spiritus  Cajuputi,  1 in  50. 

Oil  of  Cajuput  1 oz.  mixed  with  rectified  spirit  49  oz. 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram. 

01.  Cajuputi  entei-s  into  Linimontum  Crotonis. 

N 
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*CALAMINA  PR.SPARATA  (Prepared  Calamine). 

A pinkish  powder,  obtained  by  calcining  native  carbonate 
of  zinc,  and  freeing  it  from  gritty  particles  by  elutriation. 
Not  used  internally.  (Page  344). 

*Unguentuin  Calaminae.  i to  6. 

A reddish  ointment,  prepared  by  mixing  1 oz.  calamine 
with  5 oz.  benzoated  lard.  (Formerly  known  at  Turner’s 
Cerate.) 

A protective  applieation  to  excoriated  surfaces. 

CALCII  CARBONAS  PRAiCIPITATA.  CaCOs. 

A white  crystalline  powder,  being  one  of  the  four  oiEcial 
carbonates  of  calcium  ; prepared  by  mixing  boiUng  solutions 
of  carbonate  of  sodium  and  chloride  of  calcium. 

Antacid  and  mildly  Astringent.  (Page  344.) 

Dose — 10  to  60  grs. 

In — Trochisci  Bismuthi,  4 grs.  in  each. 

The  other  carbonates  of  calcium  are — Greta,  Greta  Prfeparata,  and  llarmor 
Album,  which  see. 

Calcii  Chloridum  (Chloride  of  Calcium),  CaCI.,2H20. 

In  white  agglutinated  masses,  prepared  by  neutralising 
hydrochloric  acid  with  chalk,  adding  a little  chlorinated  lime 
and  slaked  lime,  and  evaporating  the  solution  to  dryness,  and 
heating  the  residue  at  about  400°. 

Alterative  in  Scrofula  and  Phthisis. 

Dose — 3 to  10  grs. 

Ghloride  of  calcium  should  not  be  confounded  with  the  so-called  chloride 
of  lime. 

*Liq,uor  Calcii  Chloridi.  88  grs.  to  1 oz. 

A colourless  solution  of  chloride  of  calcium  88  gi's.,  in  1 oz. 
distilled  water. 

Dose — 15  to  50  minims. 

Calcii  Hypophosphis.  CafPHoOslo. 

A white,  pearly  crystalline  salt,  prepared  by  heating  phos- 
phorus with  slaked  lime  and  water,  and  evaporating  the  solu- 
tion after  separating  uncombined  lime  by  carbonic  acid  gas. 
Nervine  Tonic.  Recommended  in  early  stages  of  Phthisis. 
Dose — 5 to  10  grs.,  in  water. 

Calcii  Phosphas.  CaiP-Os. 

A light  white  amorphous  powder,  insoluble  in  water,  prepared 
by  dissolving  bone  ash  in  hydi'ochloric  acid  and  water,  and 
adding  ammonia  until  the  phosphate  is  thrown  down. 


Calcium. 


MATEEIA  MEDICA. 


195 


Nervine  Tonic.  (Page  346.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  grs. 

Is — Pulv.  Antimonialis,  2 parts  in  3.  For  bone  ash  see  Os  Ustum. 

*Calcii  Sulphas.  CaS04.2Hj0. 

Native  sulphate  of  calcium  rendered  nearly  anhydrous  by 
heat. 

Only  used  to  make  Calx  sulphurata. 

CALX  (Lime).  CaO. 

Oxide  of  calcium  in  compact  whitish  masses,  obtained  by 
brnming  chalk  or  limestone  CaCOg. 

Caustic.  (Page  345). 

Calcii  Hydras.  Ca(HO)2. 

A white  powder,  known  as  slaked  lime,  prepared  by  adding 
about  half  its  weight  of  water  to  lime  and  sifting. 

Caustic. 

Liquor  Calcis.  ^ gr.  in  l oz. 

•‘Lime  water,”  prepared  by  washing  slaked  lime  2 oz.,  adding 
water  1 gallon,  and  decanting  the  clear  colourless  liquid.  ^ 
Antacid  and  Astringent. 

Dose— 1 to  4 oz.,  in  milk ; ^ to  1 dr.  for  a child  one  year  old. 

Used  in  the  preparation  of  Argenti  Oxid.,  Liniment.  Calcis,  Lotio  Hvdrai-o' 
Flava,  Lotio  Hydrarg.  Nigra.  ■' 

Liquor  Calcis  Saccharatus.  " grs.  in  1 oz. 

The  colourless  or  slightly  yellow  liquid,  prepared  by  adding 
slaked  lime  1 oz.,  sugar  2 oz.,  to  water  1 pint,  mixing  and  de- 
canting. 

Same  as  Liquor  Calcis  in  action. 

Dose — 15  to  60  minims,  in  water  or  milk. 

Linimentum  Calcis.  i in  2. 

Lime  water  and  olive  oil,  of  each  2 oz.  (mixed),  formiu.r  a 
thick,  whitish  emulsion,  known  as  Carron  oil.  “ 

Sedative  application  to  burns  and  .scalds. 

The  original  Carron  oil  was  made  with  Linseed  oil. 

Calx  Chlorinata.  CaCli,  CaCLO  -,  or  CaOCL. 

(Chlorinated  Lime).  A dirty-white  powder,  obtained  when 
s aked  hme  is  exposed  to  the  action  of  chlorine  gas,  as  loim  as 
the  latter  is  ab.sorbed.  It  is  known  as  bleaching  ijowdcr  “ 1 1 
has  bleaching  and  disinfecting  properties,  and  is  astriuoent 
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Liquor  Calcis  Chlorinatae.  l lb.  to  1 gal. 

A colourless  filtered  solution  of  chlorinated  lime  in  water 
Astringent  and  Antiseptic. 

Dose— 10  to  30  minims,  freely  diluted.  Chiefly  used  as  a 
deodoriser.  (Contains  2 to  3 per  cent,  available  clilorine.) 

Vapor  Chlori  (Inhalation  of  Chlorine). 

2 oz.  clilorinated  lime,  moistened  with  a sufficiency  of  cold 
water,  so  that  the  vapour  arising  may  be  inhaled. 

*Calx  Sulphurata(Suliffiurated  Limcor  Suli^hide  of  Calcimn). 

A dirty-white,  foul  smelling  powder,  containing  not  less  than 
60  per  cent,  of  sulphide  of  calcium  (CaS),  prepared  by  heatino' 
to  redness  in  a crucible  7 oz.  sulphate  of  calcium  and  1 oZ 
wood  charcoal. 

Antisuppurative.  (Page  348.) 

Dose — j\y  to  1 grain  in  pill  (see  page  54). 

CALUMB.5I  BALIX  (Calumba  Root) — Menispennacem. 

The  dried  root  (cut  in  round  or  oval  flat  yellow  slices,  with 
radiating  lines)  of  Jateorrhiza  Calumba  (Cocculus  palmatus). 

A Bitter  Tonic,  without  Astringency.  (Page  348.) 

Dose— 5 to  20  gi-s.  in  powder.  Seldom  given  in  this  form. 

Extractum  Calumbas. 

A dark,  soft  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a tincture  of 
calumba  root  made  with  proof  spirit. 

Dose — 2 to  10  grs.,  in  pills. 

Infusum  Calumbae.  ? oz.  to  10  oz.,  cold  Q hour). 

Prepared  by  macerating  i oz.  calumba  root  in  ^ pint  of 
cold  water. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tictura  Calumbae.  2^  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A greenish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  per- 
colating 2j  oz.  calumba  root  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Dose — J to  2 drams. 

As  calumba  root  and  its  preparations  do  not  contain  any  tannin,  they  can 
be  ordered  witli  all  the  prejiarations  of  iron.  Cold  water  is  used  in  making 
the  infusion,  lest  any  of  the  starch  should  bo  e.xtracted. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  calumba  root  enters  into  Slist.  Ferri  Ai'omat. 

CAMBOGIA  (Gamboge)— Guttiferaj. 

A gum-re.sin  in  yellow  cylindrical  pieces,  obtained  from 
wounds  in  the  bark  of  Garcinia  Hanburii  (Garcinia  morella). 

A Hydragogue  Drastic  Cathartic.  (Page  349.) 

Do.se — 1 to  4 grs.,  in  pill. 
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Pilula  Cambogise  Composita.  1 in  6. 

Composed  of  gamboge,  Biirbadoes  aloes,  compound  cinna- 
mon powder,  of  each  1 oz.  ; hard  soap,  2 oz.  ; syrup,  q.s. 
xV  Cathartic  Pill,  causing  watery  evacuations. 

Dose— 5 to  10  grs. 

CAMPHOEA  (Camphor)— liauracere. 

A stearoptene  or  volatile  oil,  in  translucent,  white,  crystalline 
masses,  obtained  from  the  wood  of  Cinnamomum  Campbora 
(Camphora  officinarum),  purified  by  sublimation  in  England. 

A diffusible  Stimulant  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  349.) 
Dose — 1 to  10  grs.,  in  pill. 

In  addition  to  the  preparations  liearing  the  name,  camphor  enters  into 
Uugt.  Hydrarg.  Co.,  and  into  11  of  the  16  liniments  of  the  Pharmacopcsia. 

Aqua  Camphorae.  About  i gr.  in  l oz. 

Water  flavoured  with  camphor.  Prepared  by  immersing 
i oz.  camphor,  tied  in  muslin,  in  1 gallon  water. 

Only  a vehicle  for  more  .active  remedies. 

Is— Injectio  Hypoderm,  Apomorphin.'c  ami  Ergotinre,  and  Licp  Atropinte 
Snlph. 

Linimentum  CamphorEe.  1 in  a ne.arly. 

xV  yellow,  oily  liquid,  prep.ared  by  dissolving  1 oz.  camphor 
in  4 oz.  olive  oil. 

A Stimulating  Application  in  chronic  painful  aSections. 

Is— Lin.  Chlorof.,  Lin.  Hydrarg.,  and  Lin.  Terol).  Acet. 

Linimentum  Camphorae  Compositum.  i to  S.  1 in  9. 

A faintly  yellowish  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  2.}  oz. 
c.amphor  in  l.a  oz.  rectified  spirit,  and  adding  1 dr.  oil  of 
lavender  and  5 oz.  strong  solution  of  ammonia. 

A safe  and  effectual  llubef.acient  and  Counter-irritant. 

In  alKcnce  of  other  remeilies,  it  may  he  used  as  a general  dilYiisible  stimu- 
lant in  2U  minim  doses,  largely  diluted. 

Spiritus  Camphorae.  1 in  10. 

Prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz.  camphor  in  9 oz.  rectified  spirit. 
Dose — 10  to  30  minims  in  emulsion. 

Tinctura  Camphorae  Composita.  i ,4  gr.s.  camphor  and  2 
grs.  opium  in  1 oz. 

A brighi,  sherry-coloured  liquid,  commonly  known  as  Pare- 
goric, jirepared  by  macerating  10  grs.  each  opium  and  benzoic 
acid  vvith  iiO  grs.  camphor  and  iiO  minims  oil  of  anise  in  1 pint 
proof  spirit. 

Narcotic,  Anod^me,  and  E.xpcctorant. 

Dose — 1.3  to  00  minims. 
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CANELL^  CORTEX  (Canella  Bark) — Canellacese. 

The  nearly  white  bark,  deprived  of  its  corky  layer,  in  quills 
or  curved  pieces,  of  Canella  alba,  with  dove-like  odour  and 
peppery  taste. 

An  Aromatic  Tonic,  introduced  to  flavour  Vinum  Rhei. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  powder. 

CANNABIS  INDICA  (Indian  Hemp) — TJrticace®. 

The  dried  flowering  tops  of  the  female  plant  of  Cannabis 
.sativa,  from  which  the  resin  has  not  been  removed,  grown  in 
India;  in  elongated  compressed  bundles  of  a greenish-brown 
colour,  in  which  may  be  recognised  the  flowers,  young  branches, 
smaller  leaves,  and  the  well-known  fruits  commonlv  called 
hemp  seeds.  (Known  in  India  as  Gunjah.) 

Anodyne  and  Narcotic.  (Page  360.) 

Extractum  Cannabis  Indicae. 

A rich  green  resinous  extract,  prepared  from  the  tops  bv 
macerating  in  spirit,  and  evaporating  the  tincture  thus  formed. 
Anodyne  and  Narcotic,  like  Opium. 

Dose — :!•  to  1 grain,  in  pill. 

Tinctura  Cannabis  Indicae.  i oz.  to  i pint. 

A deep-green  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz.  of  the 
extract  in  1 pint  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 5 to  20  minims,  in  mucilage  or  wine.  (See  page  36.) 

CANTHARIS  (Cantharides) — Coleoptera. 

The  dried  beetle  Cantharis  vesicatoria  of  the  order  of  Coleop- 
tera, I inch  long,  with  bright  metallic  green  wing  covers  ; 
the  powder  is  greyish-brown,  with  shining  green  particles. 
Vesicant,  Counter-irritant,  and  Diuretic.  (Page  351.) 

Acetum  Cantharidis.  i in  lO. 

A dark  brown  coloured  liquid,  prepared  from  2 oz.  cantha- 
ridcs  by  digestion  at  200°  and  percolation  with  18  oz.  acetic 
acid  and  2 oz.  glacial  acetic  acid. 

Epispastic.  Not  used  internally. 

Emplastrum  Cantharidis.  i in  3. 

A bro\vnish  substance,  of  the  consistence  of  firm  ointment, 
with  dark  green  shining  particles,  prepared  b.y  heating  12  oz. 
cantharides  (in  powder),  7k  oz.  yellow  wax,  7.^  oz.  suet,  3 o;-.. 
resin,  and  6 oz.  lard.  Known  as  blistering  pha.ster. 

Vesicant.  Generally  blisters  in  from  6 to  9 hours. 

Emplastrum  Calefaciens.  Iin21.  CW.arm  plaster.) 

Prepared  by  adding  to  a strong  infusion  of  t oz.  of  cantha- 
rides, ‘1  oz.  each  of  expressed  oil  of  nutmeg,  yellow  wax  and 
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resin.  3|  lbs.  resin  plaster,  and  2 lbs.  soap  plaster  previously 
heated,  mixins:  and  making  a firm  plaster  of  a yellow  colour. 

A mild  Stimulating  application. 

Tinctura  Cantharidis.  7 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A pale  straw-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  | oz. 
cantharides  in  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Diuretic  and  Stimulant  to  the  genito-urinary  organs. 

Dose— 5 to  20  minims  diluted  with  a mucilaginous  liquid. 

Unguentum  Cantharidis.  1 to  7. 

An  ointment  of  a yellowish  brown  colour,  prepared  by  heat- 
ing 1 oz.  cantharides  in  6 oz.  olive  oil,  and  after  straining  out 
the  cantharides,  adding  1 oz.  yellow  wax  to  the  heated  oil. 
Rubefacient.  Milder  than  Emplastrum  Cantharidis. 

Charta  Epispastica  (Blistering  Paper). 

White  paper  coated  on  one  side  with  a mixture  made  by 
heating  together  white  wax  -1  oz.,  spermaceti  oz.,  olive  oil 
2 oz.  resin,  iv  oz.  Canada  balsam,  oz.  cantharides,  1 oz., 
with  6 oz.  water. 

Rubefacient  and  Vesicant.  Actslike  Emplastrum  Cantharidis. 

*Collodium  Vesicans  (Blistering  Collodion). 

Prepared  by  adding  1 oz.  pyroxylin  to  20  oz.  blistering 
liquid. 

V'esic.ant — like  Emplastrum  and  Liquor. 

Liquor  Epispasticus.  1 in  1.  (Blistering  Liquid.) 

A bright  greenish  brown,  ethereal  liquid,  prepared  by  per- 
colating 5 oz.  cantharides  with  1 pint  acetic  ether. 

Acts  like  Emplastrum,  but  more  rapidly. 

CAPSICI  FRUCTUS  (Capsicum  Fruit)— Solan.acom. 

A small  oblong  orange  pod,  containing  Rat  white  seeds,  the 
fruit  of  Capsicum  fastigiatum,  known  as  Cayenne  jiepiicr. 

A powerful  Stimulant  and  Rubefacient,  without  blistering. 
Dose — ft  to  1 gr.  30  grs.  in  Delirium  Tremens.  (Page  353.) 

Tinctura  Capsici.  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brandy-coloured  liq\nd,  prepared  by  m.acerating  and  per- 
colating .1  oz.  capsicum  fruit  with  I pint  reeditied  spirit. 

D,j,^c — 10  to  21)  niiiums  diluted.  As  a g.argle  in  relaxed 
throat,  1 dram  in  10  oz.  Infusion  of  Roses. 

CARBO  ANIMALIS  (Animal  Charcoal  or  Bone  Bl.ack). 

'I’hc  residue  of  bones  which  have  been  exjjosod  to  a rod  heat 
without  the  accc.ss  of  .'lir,  consisting  of  carbon  and  phosphate 
and  carbonate  of  calcium. 
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Garbo  Animalis  Purificatus. 

A black  powder,  prepared  by  depriving  animal  charcoal  of 
its  salts,  by  digestion  in  hydrochloric  acid,  and  calcining. 

Chiefly  employed  as  a Deodoriser  and  Bleacher,  and  recom- 
mended as  an  antidote  in  poisoning  by  alkaloids.  (Pa^e  351 1 
Dose— 20  to  CO  grs. 

GARBO  LIGNI  (Wood  Charcoal). 

In  black,  brittle,  porous  masses,  prepared  by  charring  wood 
in  a confined  space  without  access  of  air. 

Deodoriser  and  Absorbent  in  fetid  eructations. 

Dose — 20  to  GO  grs,  in  powder;  or,  sprinkled  over  foul  sores. 

Gataplasma  Garbonis.  i in  28. 

A poultice,  made  of  powdered  wood  charcoal,  i oz. ; crumb 
of  bread,  2 oz. ; linseed  meal,  1^  oz. ; boiling  water,  10  oz. 

GARDAMOMI  SEMINA  (Cardamoms) — Zingiberacem. 

The  small  dried  ripe  angular  brown  seeds  of  Elettaria 
Cardamomum,  kept  in  their  triangular  pericarps  till  required. 
Carminative,  Tonic,  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  355.) 

Dose — In  jDowder,  5 to  20  grs. 

Tinctura  Gardamomi  Gomposita.  7 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A bright  red  liquid,  preijared  by  macerating  and  percolating 
7 oz.  cardamom  seeds,  7 oz.  caraway  fruit,  2 oz.  raisins,  oz. 
cinnamon,  55  grs.  cochineal,  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

An  agreeable  carminative,  but  chiefly  used  for  its  flavour 
and  bright-red  colour  as  an  addition  to  draughts  and  mixtures. 
Dose — 5 to  2 drams,  in  water. 

In  addition  to  the  tincture,  cardamom  seeds  enter  into  the  following  : — 
Ext.  Col.  Co.,  Pulv.  Cinnam.  Co.,  Pulv.  Cretm  Arom.,  Tr.  Gent.  Co.,  Tr.  Rhei, 
Viu.  Aloes ; and  the  Tincture  it.self  enter’s  into  Dec.  Aloes  Co.,  Mist.  Ferri 
Aromat.,  Mist.  Sennm  Co.,  and  Tr.  Chloroformi  Co. 

GARUI  FRUGTUS  (Caraway  fruit) — Umbelliferm. 

The  minute  brown  aromatic  seed-like  fruits  of  Carum  C.arui 
tailoring  at  each  end,  and  marked  with  five  ridges. 

Carminative,  Stimulant,  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  355.) 

In  Confect.  Opii  and  Piperis.,  Pulv.  Opii  Co.,  Tr.  Card.  Co.  and  Tr.  Sennm. 

Aqua  Garui.  i lb.  to  1 gallon. 

A colourless  water,  prepared  by  distilling  1 gallon  of  water 
from  1 lb.  of  caraw.ay  fruit,  and  2 gallons  of  water. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Oleum  Garui. 

The  faint-yellow  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from  Caraway  fruit. 
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Dose — 1 to  I minims,  on  sugar. 

In — Coiifeotio  Scammonii  and  Pilula  Aloes  Barb. 

CARYOPHYLLUM  (Clove)— Myrtacere. 

The  dried  unexpanded  flower  buds  of  Eugenia  caryophyllata 
(Caryopbyllus  aroraaticus)  ; with  a cylindrical  body,  spherical 
head,  and  four  teeth. 

Carminative,  Stimulating  Aromatic,  and  Tonic.  (Page  355.) 
Ix — Infus.  Am'ant.  Co.,  Mist.  Ferri.  Aromat.,  and  Vin.  Opii. 

Infusum  Caryophylli.  ^ oz.  to  i pint  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  5-  oz.  cloves  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 
Dose — 1 to  1 oz. 

Oleum  Caryophylli. 

The  clear,  yellowish  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from  cloves. 
Antispasmodic,  Stimulant,  and  powerfully  Antiseptic. 

Dose — 1 to  1 minims,  on  sugar. 

In — Confect.  Scammonii,  Pil.  Col . Co.,  and  Pil.  Col.  Co,  et  ITyoscyami. 

*CASCARA  SAGRADA  (see  Rhamni  Purshiani  Cortex). 

CASCARILL^  CORTEX  (Cascai-illa  Bark)— Euphorbi- 
acete. 

The  bark  of  Croton  Eluteria  in  small,  dull-brown  quills 
(coated  with  lichens)  covered  with  a brown  separable  corky 
layer. 

An  Aromatic  Bitter  Tonic.  (Page  350.) 

Infusum  Cascarillse.  i oz.  to  i pint  (i  hour) 

Prepared  by  infusing  1 oz.  cascarilla  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Cascarillse.  2^  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A dark  brown  li(iuid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  percolat- 
ing 2^  oz.  of  powdered  cascarilla  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Dose — i to  2 drams,  diluted. 

cassia;  PULPA  ( cassia  Puli))— Leguminosro. 

The  soft,  sweet,  brown  pulp  (with  shining  seeds)  obtained 
from  the  recently  imported  pods  of  Cassia  Fistula. 

Laxative.  Used  as  an  addition  to  senna  in  Coufcctio  Sennas. 

CATECHU  (Catechu)-Ci  nchonaceie. 

An  extract  of  the  leaves  and  shoots  of  Uncaria  C.ainbier  in 
variably  sized  masses,  or  hard  cubes  ( 1 inch  .square),  brown 
c.xternally,  yellow  internally.  Known  as  Pale  Catechu. 

A Tonic  Astringent.  (Page  ;i.')7.) 

Do.se — 10  t(;  30  grs.,  in  powder. 
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Infusum  Catechu.  160  grs.  to  ^ pint  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  160  grs.  catecln;  and  30  grs.  cinnamon 
in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.  As  the  catechu  preparations  contain  so 
much  tannin,  they  cannot  be  given  with  preparations  of  iron. 

Tinctura  Catechu.  2^  oz.  to  i pint. 

A rich  coflEee-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  2^  oz.  of 
catechu  and  1 oz.  cinnamon  in  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Dose — A to  2 drams.  A safe  Astringent  for  children ; dose, 
5 to  10  minims  for  a child  1 j^ear  old. 

Pulvis  Catechu  Compositus.  i in  2^. 

A reddish-brown  powder,  consisting  of  catechu  1 oz. : kino 
and  rhatany,  of  each  2 oz. ; cinnamon  and  nutmeg,  of  each  1 oz. 
A Tonic  Astringent  in  chronic  diarrhoea. 

Dose — 20  to  10  grs. ; for  a child  1 year  old,  2 to  5 grs. 

Trochisci  Catechu.  1 gr.  in  each  lozenge. 

Brownish  lozenges,  consisting  of — catechu,  720  grs. ; sugar, 
2.6  oz.  ; gum  acacia,  1 oz. ; mucilage  of  gum  acacia,  2 oz. ; 
water  q.s.,  divided  into  720  lozenges. 

Local  Astringent  for  relaxed  throat. 

Dose — 1 to  6 lozenges. 

CERA  ALBA  (White  Wax). 

Yellow  wax,  bleached  by  exposure  to  moisture,  air,  and 
light ; in  nearly  white,  translucent  masses  or  cakes. 

In— Chai-ta  Epispastica,  Ungt.  Getacei,  and  Itngt.  Simplex 

CERA  FLAVA  (Yellow  Wax)— Hymenoptera. 

The  prepared  honey-comb  of  the  hive  bee,  Apis  mellifica,  in 
firm,  yellow  masses. 

Used  chiefly  as  a basis  for  ointments  and  plasters ; it  enters 
into  6 ointments,  5 plasters,  and  Pil.  Phosphori. 

CEREVISI.^  FERMENTUM  (Barm,  or  Beer  Yeast). 

The  viscid,  semi-fluid,  frothy  ferment  obtained  in_  brewing 
iieer,  and  produced  by  Saccharomyccs  (Torula)  cerevisim. 

A Tonic  Stimulant  in  low  states  of  the  system.  (Page  358.) 
Dosc' — ( to  1 oz.,  in  some  flavoured  water. 

Cataplasma  Fermenti.  (Yeast  I’oulticc). 

Prepared  by  mixing  6 oz.  yeast  with  6 oz.  water  at  100°  and 
11  oz.  wheaton  flour,  .and  allowing  the  mass  to  “ rise. 

A Stimul.ating  Deodoriser  to  foul  sores. 
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CERII  OXALAS  (Oxalate  of  Cerium).  CeC.,0i,3H,0, 

A white  granular  precipitate,  obtained  by  mixing  solutions 
of  oxalate  of  ammonium  and  any  soluble  salt  of  cerium.  It 
usually  contains  oxalates  of  lanthanum  and  didymium. 

A Gastric  sedative  like  bismutli : given  in  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy.  (Page  358.) 

Dose — 1 to  2 grs.  in  a pill. 

CETACEUM  (Spermaceti). 

A concrete  fatty  substance,  in  pearly,  lustrous  masses,  ob- 
tained from  the  head  of  the  Sperm  whale  (Physetcr  Macro- 
cephalus),  separated  from  oil  by  filtration  and  pressure. 

Internally,  Demulcent ; externally,  Emollient.  (Page  358.) 
Ix — Charta  Epispastica,  and 

Ungiuentum  Cetacei-  1 in  oj- 

A pearly-white  ointment,  prepared  by  melting  5 oz.  sper- 
maceti, 2 oz.  white  wax,  1 pint  almond  oil,  and  ^ oz.  benzoin. 
An  Emollient  dressing  for  sores  or  blisters. 

CETRARIA  (Iceland  Moss) — Licheiies. 

The  leafy,  crisp,  brownish-white  lichen,  Cctraria  islandica. 

Decoctum  Cetrariee.  i oz.  to  1 pint. 

Prepared  by  boiling  1 oz.  Iceland  moss  with  20  oz.  of  water 
for  10  minutes,  and  making  the  strained  product  measure  20.  oz. 
Demulcent  and  Nutritive  Tonic.  (Page  358.) 

Dose — 1 to  I oz.  (Or  as  a basis  for  cough  mi.xturcs.) 

CHARTA  EPISPASTICA.-(Scc  Cantharidcs). 

CHIRATA  (Chiretta) — Gentianacem. 

The  dried  plant  Ophelia  Chirata,  collected  when  the  fruit 
begins  to  form.  The  unbranched  root  3 inches  and  hollow 
stems  3 feet  long,  about  the  size  of  goose  (piills,  with  ojiposltc 
branches  ajid  fianicled  llowcrs. 

A pure  bitter  Tonic,  like  gentian.  (Page  358.) 

Iiifusum  Chiratae.  j oz.  to  ( pint  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  | oz.  chiretta  in  H)  oz.  water  at  12i)°. 
Do.se — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Chiratae.  2.J  oz.  to  l pint. 

A tca-colotircd  liipiid,  preiiarcd  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating 2j  oz.  chiretta  with  1 pint  proof  si)irit. 

Dose — k to  2 drams. 
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CHLORAL  HYDRAS  (Hydrate  of  Chloral).  CoHCLO.H.O. 

In  colourless  crystals,  prepared  by  the  action  of  dry  chlorine 
gas  on  anhydrous  alcohol,  and  the  chloral  thus  produced  puri- 
tied  by  sulphuric  acid  and  lime,  and  converted  into  the  hydrate 
by  the  addition  of  water. 

Hypnotic  and  Sedative.  (Page  358). 

Dose — 6 to  30  grs.,  in  flavoured  water  with  syrup. 

Ssnrupus  Chloral.  10  grs.  in  1 dr. 

A colourless  syrup,  prepared  by  dissolving  80  grs.  hydrate 
of  chloral  in  1^  drs.  water,  and  adding  simple  syrup  to  1 oz. 
Dose — I to  2 drs. 

CHLORINE  (Cl.) 

Only  used  in  the  following  forms  : — • 

Liquor  Chlori.  2-6G  grs.  Cl.  in  1 oz. 

Chlorine  gas  dissolved  in  water,  forming  a yellowish-green 
liquid,  prepared  by  acting  on  the  black  oxide  of  manganese 
with  hydrochloric  acid,  and  passing  the  gas  through  water. 
Antiseptic  and  Deodorant.  (Page  360.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  minims,  diluted.  Externally  for  foul  ulcers. 

Vapor  Chlori.  (Inhalation  of  Chlorine.) 

2 oz.  chlorinated  lime  put  into  an  inhaler  and  moistened 
with  cold  water,  so  that  the  vapour  may  be  inhaled. 

For  other  Preparations  of  Chlorine,  see  under  “Soda”  and 
“Calx.” 

CHLOROFORMUM  (Chloroform).-CHCL. 

A limpid,  colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  distilling  diluted 
alcohol  with  lime  and  chlorinated  lime,  and  purifying  the 
crude  chloroform  by  washing  with  water  and  sulphuric  acid, 
.and  by  distillation  with  lime  and  chloride  of  calcium.  1 per 
cent,  ethylic  alcohol  is  added  at  the  end  of  the  process. 

Sed.ative,  Narcotic,  Anodyne,  either  swallowed  or  inhaled. 
Externally,  a Vesicant,  Kubef.acient  or  Anodyne.  (Page  360.) 
Dose — 3 to  10  minims,  freclj^  diluted  with  w.ater. 

Aqua  Chloroformi.  l in  200. 

A colourless  solution  of  1 dram  of  chloroform  in  25  oz.  of 
distilled  water. 

Used  chiefly  as  a vehicle  for  more  active  prep.arations. 

Dose — ^ to  2 oz. 

Linimentum  Chloroformi.  1 in  2. 

A palc-ycllow  licpiid,  prepared  by  mixing  2 oz.  chloroform 
with  2 oz.  cam{)hor  liniment. 


Cimicifuga. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


20r> 


Rubefacient  and  Anodyne. 

Spiritus  Chloroformi.  1 in  20.  (Chloric  Ether.) 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz.  chloroform 
in  19  oz.  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 20  to  60  minims,  in  water. 

Tinctura  Chloroformi  Composita.  i in  1 0. 

A brilliant  red  liquid,  consisting  of  2 oz.  chloroform,  8 oz. 
rectified  spirit,  and  10  oz.  compound  tincture  of  cardamoms. 
Dose — 20  to  60  minims. 

*Tinctura  Chloroformi  et  Morphins.  1 in  8. 

Contains  1 j min.  of  chloroform  and  gi’-  morphine  in  10 
minims.  Apparently  introduced  as  a substitute  for  Chloro- 
dyne,  which  it  somewhat  resembles,  and  consisting  of  1 oz. 
chloroform,  2 drs.  ether,  1 oz.  spirit,  8 grs.  hydrochlorate  of 
morphine,  ^ oz.  diluted  hydrocyanic  acid,  1 mins,  oil  of  pepper- 
mint, 1 oz.  liquid  extract  of  liquorice,  1 oz,  treacle,  and  syrup 
to  8 oz. 

Anodyne,  Narcotic,  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 5 to  10  minims. 

*CHE,YSAROBINUM  (Chrysarobin,  Araroba,  or  Goa  pow- 
der)— LeguminosEB. 

A yellowish  cry'stallised  powder,  being  the  dried  and 
powdered  medullary  matter  of  the  stem  and  branches  of  Andira 
araroba,  containing  a variable  amount  of  chrj^sophanic  acid. 
Antiparasitic  in  Skin  Diseases.  (Page  361.) 

Dose — jt  to  i gr.  (-,ij  gr.  sometimes  will  cause  gastritis.) 

*Unguentum  Chrysarobini.  i in  25. 

A yellowish  ointment,  prepared  by  dissolving  with  heat  20 
grs.  chrysarobin  in  180  grs.  benzoated  lard. 

Antiparasitic  and  Stimulating  applic.ation  in  skin  diseases. 

*CIMICIFUG.A1  RHIZOMA  ( Cimicifuga,  or  Acta:a  Root) — 
liiinunculaccEC. 

The  dried,  brownish-bl.ack,  Ilattcncd-cylindrical  rhizome, 
and  small,  wiry,  briltie  branched  rootlet, s of  Cimicifuga  nicc- 
mosji  (Actina  racemosa). 

Cardiac  Tonic,  Expcctor.ant,  and  Antirlicum.atic,  (P.  365.) 

*Extractum  Cimicifugse  Liquidum.  i in  l. 

I’rcii.are.d  by  evaporating  astronir  tinclure  of  cimicifuga  and 
dis.solving  the  extract  .so  formed  in  rectified  spirit, 

Do.se — 3 to  30  minims. 
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*Tinctura  Cimicifugae.  2^  oz.  to  i piut. 

Prepared  by  macerating  and  percolating  2|  oz.  cimicifuga 
(in  No.  40  powder)  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — 16  to  60  minims. 

CINCHON.®  CORTEX  (Cinchona  Bark) — Cinchonacese. 
The  P.B.  now  recognises  the  following  barks  : — 

(1)  Cinchona  succii’ubra  (red  bark). 

(2)  Cinchona  Calisaya  (yellow  bark). 

(3)  Cinchona  officinalis  (pale  bark). 

(4)  Cinchona  lancifolia. 

(.6)  Other  unnamed  species  of  Cinchona. 

(6)  Certain  unnamed  species  of  Piemijia. 

From  any  of  these  maybe  obtained  ; — 

CiiichouiiiEB  Sulphas. 

Cinchonidinaj  Sulphas. 

Quininas  Hydrochloras. 

Quiuin.'e  Sulphas. 

1?^  In  all  the  Galenical  preparations  the  red,  bark  only  is 
permitted. 

CINCHONiE  RUBR.iE  CORTEX  (Red  Cinchona  Bai-k). 

The  dried  bark  of  the  stem  and  branches  of  cultivated  plants 
of  Cinchona  succirubra,  in  quills  or  incurved  pieces,  coated 
with  periderm  ; bark  itself  to  inch  thick,  outer  surface 
roughened  by  fissures,  cracks,  and  warts,  and  brownish-red, 
inner  surface  brick-red.  It  should  yield  between  5 and  6 per 
cent,  of  total  alkaloids,  half  of  which  should  consist  of  quinine 
.and  cinchonidine. 

Antiperiodic,  Tonic,  Antipyi-etic,  and  Astringent.  (Page  365.) 
Dose — Of  the  powder,  which  is  brown  or  reddish-bro^vn,  10 
to  60  grs. 

Decoctum  Cinchonse.  U oz  to.  i pint. 

A reddish,  muddy  liquid,  prepared  by  boiling  l.j  oz.  red 
bark  in  1 pint  distilled  water  for  10  minutes,  str.ainiug  when 
cold,  and  making  the  strained  product  to  measure  1 pint. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.  Mixtures  containing  it  require  to  be  shaken. 

Extractum  Cinclionse  Liquidum.  l in  l.  (.6  per  cent, 
alkaloids). 

A brownish  liquid,  prepared  by  exh.austing  20  oz.  red  cin- 
chona b.ark  with  hydrochloric  .acid,  glycerine,  spirit,  and 
water,  and  cv.aporating  to  1 pint,  determining  the  alkaloid.al 
strength  of  this  and  by  ev.apor.ating  further,  or  adding  w.ater 
and  sjjirit,  making  the  finished  liquid  contain  5 grs.  of  alka- 
loids in  every  100  grs. 

Dose — o to  10  minims. 
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Infusum  Cinchonas  Acidum.  i oz.  to  10  oz.  (l  hour.) 

Prepared  by  infusing  for  one  hour  i oz.  red  bark  (in  No.  10 
powder)  and  1 dr.  aromatic  sulphuric  acid  in  ^ pint  boiling 
water. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Cinchonas.  l oz.  to  l pint. 

A reddish-brown  licpiid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating 1 oz.  red  bark  (in  No.  10  powder)  with  1 pint  proof 
spirit. 

Dose — j to  2 drams. 

Tinctura  Cinchonas  Composita.  2 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A reddish-yellow  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  per- 
colating 2 oz.  red  bark,  1 oz.  bitter-orange  peel,  ^ oz.  ser- 
pentary rhizome,  56  grs.  saffron,  and  28  grs.  cochineal  in  1 pint 
proof  spirit. 

Tonic  and  Astringent. 

Dose — i to  2 drams. 

Red  ciuchona  bark  also  enters  into  llistura  Ferri  Aromat 

*CINCHONIDIN^  SULPHAS  (Sulphate  of  Cinchonidine) 
(C,oH2.N20b,H,SOi,3H,0. 

The  sulphate  of  an  alkaloid,  in  colourless,  silky  crystals, 
obtained  from  the  bark  of  various  species  of  cinchona,  by  con- 
centrating the  mother-liquors  of  the  crystallisation  of  sulphate 
of  quinine,  and  purifying  by  recrystallisation  from  alcohol  and 
finally  from  hot  water. 

Antipyretic  and  Tonic— resembling  quinine.  (Page  369.) 
Dose— 1 to  10  grs.,  in  water,  in  which  it  is  soluble. 

*CINCHONIN.^  SULPHAS.  (Sulphate  of  Cinchonine.) 
(C2oH2,N20).,H2SO,,2H20. 

The  sulphate  of  au  alkaloid,  in  hard,  colourless,  prismatic 
crystals,  obtained  from  the  bark  of  various  species  of  Ciu- 
chona  or  Remijia,  by  adding  caustic  soda  to  the  mol  her 
liquors  of  the  crystallisation  of  the  sulphates  ot  (piinino,  cin- 
chonidinc,  and  quinidinc,  washing  the  [jrccipitatc  so  formed 
with  spirit,  dissolving  in  sulphuric  acid,  .and  purifying  with 
animal  charcoal. 

Action  and  Dose— S.ame  as  Sulphate  of  Cinchonidine. 
CINNAMOMI  CORTEX  (Cinnamon  Hark) — I.auraceaj. 

In  light,  yellowish-brown,  closely-rolled,  very  thin,  splintery 
quills,  being  the  inner  b.ark  of  the  young  shoots  from  (hclruu- 
cated  stocks  of  the  cultivated  Cinuainomum  zeylanicum  from 
Ceylon,  and  known  as  Ceylon  Cinnamon. 
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A stimulating:  Aromatic,  and  Stomachic.  (Page  370.) 
Dose— 10  to  20  grs.,  in  powder. 

Aqua  Cinnamomi.  20  oz.  to  1 gallon. 

A colourless  water,  prepared  by  distilling  1 gallon  from  20 
oz.  cinnamon  and  2 gallons  water. 

Dose — 1 in  2 oz. 

I(f_Mist.  CretsB,  Mist.  Guaiaci,  and  Mist.  Spt.  Vini  Gallioi. 


Oleum  Cinnamomi. 

The  fresh,  yellow  oil  distilled  from  Cinnamon  bark  ; beeomes 
red  with  age.  It  svnlis  in  water. 

Pose— 1 to  1 minims,  on  sugar  or  in  muoilage. 


Pulvis  Cinnamomi  Compositus.  i in  3. 

A pale  brown  powder,  consisting  of  cinnamon,  cardamoms 
and  ginger — of  each  1 oz.  hinown  as  Pulvis  Aiomaticus. 
Dose— 3 to  10  grs. 

IN— Pil.  Aloes  et  Pen-i  and  Pil.  Cambogiee  Co. 


*Spiritus  Cinnamomi.  i in  60. 

1 oz.  oil  of  cinnamon  and  49  oz.  rectified  spirit. 
Dose— ^ to  1 dram. 

In— Acid.  Sulphuric.  Aromat. 


Tinctura  Cinnamomi.  ^ oz.  to  1 pint. 

A reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
latino-  24  oz.  of  cinnamon  with  1 pint  rectified  spirit. 

Dose-^4  to  2 drs.;  for  a child  1 year  old  5 minims,  on  sugar. 

In  addition  to  the  above  preparations,  cinnamon  enters  into  Decoct. 
Hiematoxyli,  Infus.  Catechu,  and  Vin.  Opii ; 4 compound  powders-i.c., 
catechu,  kino,  chalk,  and  cinnamon  ; and  4 tinctures  t.e.,  cardamoms,  cate- 
chu, cinnamon,  and  lavender. 

*COCA  (Coca  or  Cuca)— Erythroxylaceai. 

The  smooth,  dried,  green,  oval,  blunt  leaves  of  Erythroxylon 
Coca,  shortly  stalked,  and  with  faint  tea-like  odour. 

Tonic,  Restorative,  and  Cardiac  Stimulant.  (Page  3i0.) 
Dose— I to  2 drams. 

*Extractum  Cocse  Liquidum.  i in  i. 

A brown  liquid  prepared  by  exhausting  20  oz.  coca  Raves 
with  proof  spirit,  and  evaporating  resulting  tincture  to  -0  oz. 
Dose— 4 to  2 drams. 

♦Cocainse  Hydrochloras  (Hydrochlorate  of  Cocaine). 

CnHriNOi.HCl.  

The  hydrochloratc  of  an  alkaloid  in  colourless  acicular  cry- 
stals, obtained  from  coca  leaves  by  (1)  rendering  alkaline  with 
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carbonate  of  sodium  an  aqueous  solution  of  an  acidulated  alco- 
holic extract,  (2)  adding  ether  to  this,  separating  and 
evaporating  the  liquid,  (8)  purifying  the  product  hy  acidulated 
water,  carbonate  of  sodium  and  ether,  (4)  decolorising,  (5) 
neutralising  with  hydrochloric  acid  and  recrystallising. 

A powerful  local  Aumsthetic.  (Page  370.)  * 

Dose — 4 to  1 grain;  or  a 4 per  cent,  solution  applied  locally. 

*Lamella3  Cocainas  (Discs  of  Cocaine). 

Discs  of  gelatine,  with  some  glycerine,  each  weighing  about 
-jL  gr.  and  containing  ^ gr.  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine. 

COCCUS  (Cochineal) — ITemiptera. 

The  greyish-white,  wrinkled,  oval,  dried  female  insect 
Coccus  Cacti,  reared  on  Opuntia  cochiuillifera  and  other 
opuntia.  Used  as  a rich  red,  harmless,  colouring  agent. 

I-N' — Tr.  Card.  Co.,  Tr.  Cinch.  Co.,  and 

Tinctura  Cocci.  24  oz.  to  l pint. 

A carmine  coloured  liquid  prepared  hy  macemtimj  24  oz. 
cochineal  in  1 pint  proof  spirit.  Used  for  colouring  mixtures. 


*CODEINA  (Codeine  or  Codeia).  CisH2iNO;i,H.O. 

An  alkaloid  in  colourless  octahedral  crystals,  obtained  from 
opium  by  evaporating  the  ammoniacal  liquors  from  which 
morphine  has  been  obtained,  treating  the  re.sidue  with  water 
jn-ecipitating  with  caustic  potash,  and  purifying  by  rccrystal- 
lising  from  ether. 

Feebly  Hypnotic— given  in  Diabetes. 

Dose— j to  2 gr.s.,  dissolved  in  4 oz.  water,  or  in  a pill. 


COLCHICI  CORMUS  (Colchicum  Conn) — ilelanthacem. 

The  ./Iw/t  bulb  (.about  the  size  of  a chestnut)  of  Colchicum 
autumnale  meadow  salTron.  and  the  same  in  thin,  white 
drial,  kidney-shaped  slice.s.  Collected  about  the  end  of  .Iiinc’ 
Diuretic,  Purgative,  and  Cardiac  Kedative.  Used  in  gout 
Dose— 2 to  8 gr.s.,  in  powder.  (Page  372.) 


i Extractum  Colchici. 

Il  p fi  extract,  prepared  by  heating  tlic  juice 

I of  tlie  fresh  corm  to  212  , slrainiug,  and  evaporating  under  1(!()° 
Do.se — 4 to  2 grs.,  in  pill.  ’ ' 

I Extractum  Colchici  Aceticum. 

1 A very  soft,  brownish-black  cx(  ract,  prepared  by  addino- 
per  cent,  acetic  acid  to  the  briii.scd  conns,  pressing-  out  7hc 

•'"uose-4to2y.-s.^ 

o 
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Vinum  Colchici.  -t  OZ.  to  l pint  (11  grs.  in  1 dram). 

A slightly  muddy,  tea-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macer- 
ating 4 OZ.  dried  colchicum  corm  in  1 pint  sherry. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims. 

COLCHICI*  SEMINA  (Colchicum  Seeds) — Melanthaceas. 

The  small,  hard,  globular,  reddish-brown,  ripe  seeds  of  Col- 
chicum autumnale,  collected  about  the  end  of  July. 

Action  like  the  corm. 

Tinctura  Colchici  Seminum.  oz.  to  i pint. 

A brown,  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
and  percolating  2i  oz.  colchicum  seeds  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 
Dose— 10  to  30  minims. 

COLLODIUM  (Collodion).  1 in  18. 

A colourless  syrupy  liquid,  consisting  of  a solution  of  1 oz. 
jDvroxylin  (gun-cotton)  in  36  oz.  ether  and  12  oz.  spii'it. 
"'Protective  to  wounds.  (Page  373.) 


Collodium  Flexile  (Flexible  Collodion). 

A colourless  syrupy  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz. 
Canada  balsam  and  ^ oz.  castor  oil  in  12  oz.  collodion. 

Acts  like  collodion,  but  less  liable  to  crack  on  drying. 

♦Collodium  Vesicans  (Blistering  Collodion). 

A thick  liquid,  consisting  of  1 oz.  pyroxylin  and  20  oz.  blis- 
tering liquid. 

Vesicant. 

COLOCYNTHIDIS  PULPA  (Colocynth  Pulp)— Cucur- 

The  dried,  spongy,  light  pulp  of  Citrullus  Colocynthis— the 
bitter  apple-in  broken  white_  balls,  the  hard  yellow  rmd  and 
the  seeds  (resembling  apple  pips)  being  rejected. 

A Hydragogue  Cathartic. 

Dose— 2 to  8 grs.,  in  pill. 

Extractum  Colocynthidis  Compositum.  i nearly. 

A lirm,  blackish  mass,  prepared  by  exhausting  6 oz  colo- 
cyiith  pulp  with  1 gallon  of  proof  spirit,  and, 
spirit  is  distilled  from  the  resulting  ti^^eture  12  oz  "o  "r^nd 
Socotriue  aloes,  1 oz.  resin  of  scammony,  3 oz  euid  soap  and 
1 oz.  cardamoms,  all  in  tine  powder,  arc  added,  and  the  evapo- 
ration continued  till  a pilular  consistence  is  reached 
Purgative.  Acts  like  Pil.  Colocy.  Co.  (1  age  3<4.) 

Dose— 3 to  10  gr.s.,  in  pill. 
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Pilula  Colocyntliidis  Composita.  i in  6. 

Prepared  by  beating  together  1 oz.  colocynth  pulp,  2 oz. 
Barbadoes  aloes,  2 oz.  scammony  resin,  :f  oz.  of  sulphate  of 
potassium,  and  2 drs.  oil  of  cloves,  with  q.s.  distilled  water. 
Distinguished  from  the  extract  by  the  odour  of  cloves. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Pilula  Colocynthidis  et  Hyoscyami.  i and  3 in  9. 

1 oz.  extract  of  hyoscyamus  and  2 oz.  colocynth  pill. 

Dose — .5  to  10  grs.  Not  so  liable  to  gripe  as  Pil.  Col.  Co. 

CONII  FOLIA  (Hemlock  Leaves) — Umbelliferte. 

The  tinely-divided,  smooth, /rc.S'/i  leaves  and  young  branches 
of  the  Spotted  Hemlock,  Conium  maculatum.  Gathered  from 
wild  British  plants  when  the  fruit  begins  to  form.  The  stems 
are  smooth  and  marked  with  purple  spots. 

Anodjme,  Narcotic,  Sedative.  (Page  37o.) 

Dose — 2 to  S grs.,  in  j)Owder  or  lull. 

Cataplasma  Conii.  i in  15. 

1 oz.  hemlock  juice,  evaporated  to  half  its  bulk,  aud  mixed 
with  4 oz.  linseed  meal,  and  10  oz.  boiling  water. 

Anodyne. 

Extractuni  Conii. 

The  green  extract  prepared  by  the  evaporation  of  fresh 
hemlock  juice  from  the  leaves  and  branches,  by  the  same  pro- 
cess as  described  under  Extract  of  Aconite. 

Dose — 2 to  G grs.  in  pill.  If  combined  with  an  alkali  or 
surrounded  by  chalk  powder,  pills  with  hemlock  give  out  the 
stinking  odour  of  mice. 

Pilula  Conii  Composita.  in  3. 

2^  oz.  extract  of  hemlock,  i oz.  ipecacuanha,  treacle  q.s. 

Dose — ■)  to  10  grs.,  as  above. 

Succus  Conii. 

A brownish  liquid,  consisting  of  the  juice  of  hemlock  leaves 
to  which  of  rectified  spirit  is  added. 

Dose — .(  to  1 dram. 

Vapor  Coninge  (Inhalation  of  Goninc). 

•luicc  of  hemlock  1 oz.,  li(]uor  potassaj  1 d mm,  and  distilled 
water  1 oz.,  mixed.  20  minims  poured  on  a simngc.  in  a suit- 
able apparatus,  and  the  vapour  of  hot  water  i)asscHl  over  it. 
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CONII  FRUCTUS  (Hemlock  Fruit)— Umbelliferfe. 

The  small,  seed-like,  greyish  fruit,  consisting  of  separate 
mericarps,  with  5 waved  ridges,  of  Conium  Maculatum, 
gathered  when  fully  developed  hut  while  still  green,  and  care- 
fully dried. 

Action  like  the  leaves. 

Tinctura  Conii.  2^  oz-  to  1 pint. 

A brownish  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  percolating 
oz.  of  the  finely  comminuted  fruit  with  1 pint  of  proof  spirit. 
"Dose — 20  to  60  minims. 

COPAIBA  (Copaiva  or  Copaiba)  from  Leguminosm. 

The  thick,  yellow,  fluid  oleo-resin,  obtained  from  deep  in- 
cisions in  the  trunk  of  Copaifera  Langsdorffii  or  other  Copaifera. 
Stimulant  to  urinary  and  other  mucous  surfaces.  (Page  376.) 
Dose — ^ to  1 dram,  in  emulsion,  with  2 drams  mucilage  or 
15  minims  liquor  potassm  ; commonly  given  in  capsules. 


Oleum  Copaibae. 

The  colourless  or  pale-yellow  oil  distilled  from  Copaiva. 
Dose— 5 to  20  minims,  as  above. 

CORIANDRI  FRUCTUS  (Coriander  Fruit)-Umbelliferm. 

The  small,  globular,  ribbed,  yellowish-brown,  dried,  ripe, 
seed-like  fruit  of  Coriandrum  sativum. 

An  Aromatic,  Stimulating  Antispasmodic.  (Page  3(  / .) 
Dose— 10  to  60  grs.  in  powder. 

][;^_ Confect.  Sennm,  Syr.  Rbei,  Tinct,  Rhei,  and  Tinct.  t^enun?. 


Oleum  Coriandri. 

The  yellowish  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from  the  fruit. 
Dose — 1 to  1 minims,  on  sugar  or  in  emulsion. 

In — Syrupas  Sennoe. 


CREASOTUM  (Creasote). 

A colourless  or  pale-yellow  oily  liquid,  a product  of  the  dis^ 


tillation  of  Wood  Tar. 

Sedative,  Astringent,  and  Antiseptic.  ^ lixternally  Styptic. 
Dose — 1 to  3 minims,  in  pill.  (Page  3/  / .) 

Mistura  Creasoti.  1 minim  in  l oz.  (nearly) 

A nearly  colourless  mixture,  consisting  of  creasote  and 
glacial  acetic  acid  15  minims  each,  spirit  of  junipci  i diam, 
Ryi’up  I OZ.,  niid  distilled  wutci*  In  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 


Unguentum  Creasoti.  1 in 

A ycllo wish-white  or  crcam-colourcd  ointment,  prepared  by 
inixing  1 dr.  creasote  and  1 oz.  simple  ointment. 


Croton  Oil. 
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Vapor  Creasoti.  12  minims  in  8 oz. 

12  minims  of  creasote  mixed  in  a suitable  apparatus  with  8 
oz.  boiling  water,  so  that  air  can  be  passed  through  the  mix- 
ture and  afterwards  be  inhaled. 

GRETA  (Chalk).  CaCOs. 

Native  friable  carbonate  of  lime.  Used  for  making  CO.2. 

GRETA  PRAIPARATA  (Prepared  Chalk).  GaGOa. 

In  little  conical  masses,  or  as  an  almost  amorphous  white 
powder,  freed  from  its  impurities  by  elutriation. 

Antacid  and  mildly  Astringent.  (Pages  378  and  345.) 

Do.se — 10  to  60  grs.,  in  powder  or  with  syrup. 

Ix— Hyitrarg.  cnm  Greta  2 in  3,  and  in 

Mistura  Gretse.  t oz.  to  8 oz. 

A white,  milky  mixture,  prepared  by  rubbing  up  oz.  pre- 
pared chalk, oz.  powdered  gum  acacia,  ^ oz.  syrup,  in  74  oz. 
cinnamon  water. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.  For  a child  1 year  old  1 to  2 drs. 

Pulvis  Gretae  Aromaticus.  i in  4 (nearly). 

A pale  brown  powder,  consisting  of  cinnamon,  nutmeg, 
saffron,  cloves,  cardamoms,  sugar,  and  chalk,  4.  3.  3.  14. 1.  25. 11. 
An  Aromatic  Astringent. 

Dose — 10  to  60  grs. 

Palvis  Gretae  Aromaticus  cum  Opio.  l in  40  of  opium. 

A pale-brown  powder,  prepared  by  mixing  oz.  of  aro- 
matic powder  of  chalk  with  4 oz.  powdered  opium. 

Aromatic,  Astringent,  and  Narcotic. 

Do.se — 10  to  40  grs.;  for  a child  1 year  old,  1 gr. 

GROCUS  (Salfron) — Iridacem. 

The  dried  thread-like  styles,  each  terminating  with  three 
orange  stigmas,  measuring  about  1 inch,  of  Crocus  sativus. 
Suppo.scd  Kmmenagogue  ; only  used  for  its  colour. 

Ix — Deenct.  Alcics  Co.  Vil.  Aloe.s  et  Atyrrlia',  Ptilv.  Crot/e  Aromiit.,  'I’inct. 
Cincli.  Co.,  Croci,  Cpii  Aininoii.,  and  lllici. 

Tinctura  Groci.  i oz.  to  l pint. 

A bright  yellowish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
and  percolating  I oz.  salfron  witli  I pint  [u-oof  spirit. 

Do.se — 4 to  2 drs. 

GROTONIS  OLEUM  (Croton  Oil)— from  Euphorbiacem. 

The  vi.scid,  lluorc.sccnt.  brownish-yellow  oil,  cxprvuxrrl  in 
llrilain  from  the  seeds  of  Croton  Tiglium. 
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A Hydragogiie  Cathartic,  acting  generall}"  within  one  or  two 
hours.  (Page  378.) 

Dose — 5 to  1 minim,  in  pill  or  on  dry  sugar. 

Linimentum  Crotonis.  i in  8. 

A green  liquid,  consisting  of  croton  oil  1 oz,,  oil  of  cajuput 
and  rectified  spirit,  of  each  3|-  oz. 

Kubefacient  and  Counter-irritant. 

CUBEBA  (Cubebs) — Piperacese. 

The  globular,  dried,  unripe  fruit  of  Piper  Cubeba  (Cubeba 
officinalis),  about  the  size  and  eolour  of  black  pepper,  with  a 
stalk  attached  to  it.  (Page  379.) 

Stimulant  to  the  genito-urinary  and  other  mucous  surfaces. 
Dose  in  gonorrhoea — ^ to  2 drams,  in  powder,  given  in  milk. 

*01eo-Ilesina  Cubebae  (Oleo-Resin  of  Cubebs). 

The  liquid  obtained  after  exhausting  cubebs  with  ether, 
and  allowing  the  ether  to  evaporate,  and  crystalline  matter  to 
deposit. 

Dose— 5 to  30  minims,  in  emulsion  with  mucilage  or  egg. 

Oleitm  Cubebae. 

A pale  greeni.sh -yellow  oil,  distilled  from  cubebs  in  Britain. 
Dose— .5  to  20  minims,  in  emulsion  with  mucilage. 

Tinctura  Cubebae.  2^  oz.  to  i pint. 

A clear  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and 
percolating  24  oz.  cubebs  with  1 pint  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 4 ^0  ^ 

CUPRUM.  Cu.  Fine  Copper  Wire,  about  No.  25  gauge,  or 
about  0-02  of  an  inch. 

Used  in  preparing  Spt.  iEtlier.  Nitrosi. 

*Cupri  Nitras.  Cu(N03)i,3H20. 

Deep  blue,  prismatic,  deliquescent  crystals,  obtained  by  dis- 
solving copper  in  nitric  acid  and  evaporating  until  crystals 
form  on  cooling  to  70°.  _ 

Astringent  and  Caustic.  (Page  380.) 

Cupri  Sulphas.  CuSOi,5HiO. 

A blue  crystalline  salt  in  oblique  prisms,  obtained  by  di.=- 
solving  copper  or  its  black  o.xidc  in  sulphuric  acid,  and  purin  - 
ing  by  rccrystallisation. 

Astringent,  Tonic,  Emetic,  and  Caustic. 

Dose — As  an  Astringent.  4 gr.  to  2 grs.  in  pill;  an  an  Emetic, 
.5  to  10  gr.s.  in  solution  in  water. 


Elaterium. 
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CUSPARI^  CORTEX  (Cuspaiia  Hark)— Eutaceiu. 

The  straight  incurved  pieces  or  quills,  bevelled  at  the  edges, 
with  an  external  corky  layer  and  mottled  brown  epidermis 
of  Galipea  Cusparia.  Known  also  as  Angostura  Bark. 

A Bitter  Stimulating  Tonic. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  powder. 

Infusum  Cuspariae.  y oz.  to  ^ pint  (l  hour). 

i OZ.  Cusparia  bark  infused  in  10  oz.  distilled  w'atcr  at  120  . 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

CUSSO  (KOUS.SO)  — Rosaccaj. 

The  dried  panicles  chiefly  of  the  female  flowers  of  Hagenia 
abyssinica  (Brayera  anthelmintica)  in  compressed  clusters  ; 
the  small  flowers  are  reddish-brown,  on  hairy  stalks,  with  calyx 
five-p.arted. 

Anthelmintic  for  tmiia  solium. 

Dose — j to  i oz. 

Infusum  Cusso.  i oz.  to  8 oz.  (:[  hour.) 

Kousso  i oz.,  infused  in  8 oz.  boiling  elistilled  water. 

Dose — f to  8 oz.,  without  straining. 

DIGITALIS  FOLIA  (Fox  glove  Leaves) — Scrophulariacem. 

The  large,  wrinkled,  downy,  dried  leaves,  with  bluntly  ser- 
rated edges,  of  Digitalis  purpurea  (Purple  Foxglove).  From 
wild  British  plants  of  the  second  year’s  growth,  when  about 
two-thirds  of  the  flowers  are  expanded. 

Diuretic  and  Cardiac  Tonic.  (Page  381.) 

Dose — A to  li  grs.,  in  pill. 

Infusum  Digitalis.  28  grs.  to  10  oz.  (t  hour.) 

28  grs.  digitalis  leaf  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  distilled  water. 
Dose — 2 to  1 drams. 

Tinctura  Digitalis.  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A dark-browti  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating 2,(  oz.  digitalis  leaf  with  1 ])int  proof  sjiiril. 

Dose — 10  to  30  mins.  2 to  1 drs.  in  Delirium  Tremens. 

ECBALLIIFRUCTUS  {8'([uirting  Cucumber  Fruit)— Cucur- 
bit.'iceic. 

The  nearly  ripe  fruit  (resembling  a small  hairy  cucumber) 
of  Ecballium  Elaterium.  Grown  in  P.ritain. 

ELATERIUM  (Flaterium,  or  Extract  of  Elaterium). 

A sediment  in  thin,  friable,  greenish-grey  curved  cakes, 
obtained  by  collecting  the  dci)osit  which  settles  down  fi'om 
the  juice  of  the  Squirting  Cueuinber. 
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Ergot. 


A drastic  Hydragogue  Cathartic.  (Page  383.) 

Dose — -j-L  to  ^ gr.,  in  powder  or  pill. 

*ELATERINUM  (Elaterin).  C-oHohOo. 

A chemically  neutral  substance,  being  the  active  principle 
of  elaterium,  in  small,  colourle.ss  crystals,  obtained  by  exhaust- 
ing elaterium  with  chloroform,  adding  ether,  and  washing  and 
recrystallising  the  precipitate. 

A drastic  Ifydragogue  Cathartic.  (Page  383.) 

Dose— Jjy  to  Jg  gr. 

Pulvis  Elaterini  Compositus.  1 in  40. 

A white  powder,  consisting  of  elaterin  5 grs.,  sugar  of  milk 
19.5  grs. 

Dose — i to  6 grs.,  in  pill  or  powder. 

The  student  should  note  the  difference  between  Elaterin 
and  Elaterium  and  their  doses. 

ELEMI  (Manilla  Elemi) — Terebinthacem  or  Amyridaceaj. 

A concrete  resinous  exudation  in  yellowish-white  adhesive 
masses,  probably  from  Canarium  commune. 

A Stimulating  Rubefacient,  and  used  only  externally. 

Unguentum  Elemi.  1 in  6.  (Balm  of  Arcmus.) 

A dirty,  yellowish-white  ointment,  prepared  by  melting 
together  ^ oz.  elemi  and  1 oz.  simple  ointment,  and  straining^ 

Emplastrum  Calefaciens.— (See  under  Cantharis.) 
ERGOTA  (Ergot) — Graminacem. 

Ergot  is  the  spawn  of  Claviceps  purpurea,  produced  between 
the  pales  and  replacing  the  grain  of  Secale  cereale  ; in  long, 
dark-purple,  cylindrical,  brittle  grains,  pinkish-white  inter- 
nally. 

Emmenagogue.  Acting  on  unstriped  muscular  fibre.  (P.  385) 
Dose — 20  to  30  grs.  Seldom,  however,  given  in  powder. 

Extractum  Ergotae  Liquidum.  l oz.  in  i oz. 

A deep,  coffee-brown  liquid,  obtained  by  exhausting  16  oz. 
of  ergot  with  6 pints  water,  evaporating  this  to  10  oz.,  and 
adding  6 oz.  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  in  water. 

*Ergotinum  (Ergotin,  or  Bonjeau’s  Ergotiuc). 

A soft  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  the  liquid  extr.act 
of  ergot  to  a syrupy  state,  .adding  .spirit,  filtering,  and  con- 
tinuing the  evaporation  till  the  consistence  of  a soft  extract  is 
rc.ached. 

Dose — 2 to  5 grs.,  in  pill. 
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*Injectio  Ergotini  Hypodermica.  1 iu  3. 

100  grs.  crgotiii  in  200  fluid  grains  of  camphor  water. 

Dose — By  subcutaneous  injection.  3 to  10  mins. 

Iiifusum  Ergotse.  t oz.  hour.) 

I oz.  crushed  ergot  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  distilled  water. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Ergotse.  5 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A coffee-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating o oz.  ergot  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Dose — 5 to  30  minims. 

ETHER- — (See  under  ..Ether.) 

^EUCALYPTI  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Eucalyptus)— Myrtacea3. 

The  colourless  or  pale  yellow  oil  distilled  from  the  fre.sh 
leaves  of  Eucalyptus  Globulus,  E.  amygdalina,  and  other 
species. 

A powerful  Antiseptic.  (Page  380.) 

Dose — 1 to  -1  minims. 

*Unguentnm  Eucalypti.  1 in  5. 

A yellowi.sh  ointment,  prepared  by  melting  together  oil  of 
eucal3q)tus,  1 oz.,  by  weight ; soft  and  hard  paraffin,  of  each 
2 oz. 

FARINA  LINI.-(See  Lini  Farina.) 

FARINA  TRITICI  (Wheaten  Flour) — Graminacea3. 

The  grain  of  wheat,  Triticum  sativum,  ground  and  sifted  ; 
used  in  making  Cataplasma  Fcrmcnti. 

FEL  BOVINUM  PURIFICATUM  (Purified  O.x  Bile). 

A dark-green,  soft  solid,  prepared  by  evaiiorating  fresh  ox 
bile  to  :]  its  volmue,  adding  twice  its  bulk  of  spirit,  liltcriug, 
and  continuing  the  evaporation. 

Tonic,  Aperient,  and  Anlisejitic.  (Page  387  and  fiOD.) 

Dose — 5 to  It)  grs.,  in  jiill. 

FERRUM  (Iron)-Fe. 

Annealed  ii'on,  in  the  foi'in  of  wire  (No.  35  gauge)  or  nails, 
free  from  oxide.  'I’he  dilTerent  preparations  of  this  substance 
vary  in  their  action.  Pui’c  iron,  for  exaniph',  acts  simpl_y  as  a 
'fonic;  and  Ibematic,  or  blood  imiirover,  while  the  .acid  pre- 
jiarations  ai’c  generally  powerful  Astringents  .as  well.  Iron 
forms  a dark,  di.scoloured  liquid  when  ordered  with  any  of  the 
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bitter  infusions,  except  those  of  Quassia  and  Calumba.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  all  astringent  vegetable  tinctures. 
Iron,  like  arsenic,  should  be  prescribed  to  be  taken  after  meals, 
and  well  diluted. 

*Liquor  Ferri  Acetatis  Fortior.  (lO  per  cent.) 

A deep-red  fluid,  prepared  by  dissolving  ferric  hydrate 
(formed  by  precipitating  solution  of  persulphate  of  iron  with 
ammonia)  in  glacial  acetic  acid  and  water. 

Astringent,  Tonic,  and  Diuretic. 

Dose — 1 to  8 minims,  in  water. 

^Liquor  Ferri  Acetatis.  1 in  I- 
A red  fluid,  consisting  of  strong  solution  of  acetate  of  iron  5 
oz.,  distilled  water  up  to  20  oz. 

Dose — a to  30  minims. 

Tinctura  Ferri  Acetatis.  » oz.  in  i pint. 

A brown  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  5 oz.  strong  solution  of 
acetate  of  iron,  1 oz.  acetic  acid,  5 oz.  rectifled  spirit,  and  9 oz. 
distilled  water. 

Dose — 5 to  30  minims,  in  water. 

Ferri  Arsenias  (Arseniates  of  Iron  with  some  Oxide.) 

A green,  amorphous  powder,  prepared  by  mixing  a solution 
of  arseniate  and  bicarbonate  of  sodium  with  one  of  sulphate  of 
iron,  and  drying  the  precipitate  at  a low  temperature. 

Resembles  arsenic  in  its  action  ; the  amount  of  iron  being 
so  small  its  chalybeate  action  is  not  appreciable. 

Dose— tV  to  ^ gr.,  in  pill.  (See  R.  on  page  113.) 

Ferri  Carbonas  Saccharata.  ill  per  cent.  FeC0,s,.^•H-0. 

Saccharated  Carbonate  of  Iron,  consisting  of  carbonate  and 
peroxide  of  iron,  mixed  with  sugar.  A greyish-brown  powder, 
cohering  in  little  lumps,  prepared  by  mixing  solutions  of  car- 
bonate of  ammonium  and  sulphate  of  iron,  washing  the  result- 
ing carbonate,  rubbing  it  up  with  sugar,  and  drying. 

Dose — 6 to  30  grs. 

Pilula  Ferri  Carbonatis.  1 io  U- 

1 oz.  of  saccharated  c.arbonate  of  iron  and  j oz.  confection 
of  ro.'^cs,  beaten  well  together. 

Dose — 5 to  20  grs. 

Mistura  Ferri  Composita.  Si  grs.  sulphate  to  1 oz. 

A muddy,  green,  changeable  mixture,  prepared  by  mixing 
myrrh  and  sugar,  of  each  <)0  grs.,  carbonate  of  potassium  30 
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grs.,  spirit  of  nutmeg  ^ oz.,  rose  water  9^  oz.,  and  adding  sul- 
phate of  iron  25  grs.  Commonly  called  Griffith’s  Mixture, 
and  contains  about  1 gr.  carbonate  of  iron  in  each  oz. 

Hicmatic  and  Emmenagogue.  (Page  391.) 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Mistura  Ferri  Aromatica.  About  l gr.  of  iron  in  1 pint. 

Commonly  called  flchcvdcn's  Ini',  and  contains  tannatc  of 
iron  as  an  inky  precipitate.  Prepared  by  macerating  1 oz. 
red  cinchona  bark,  i oz.  calumba,  :j  oz.  cloves,  ^ oz.  iron  wire, 

3 oz.  compound  tincture  of  cardamoms,  i oz.  tincture  of 
orange  peel,  and  peppermint  water  to  IG  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Ferri  et  Ammonii  Citras. 

Citrate  of  Iron  and  Ammonium,  in  transparent  ruby  scales. 
Prepared  by  mixing  solutions  of  persulphate  of  iron  and 
ammonia,  and  dissolving  the  freshly  precijiitated  ferric  hy- 
drate thus  formed  in  solution  of  citric  acid,  and,  after  the 
addition  of  ammonia,  evaporating. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs.;  a most  agreeable  tonic  in  solution. 

Vinum  Ferri  Citratis.  8 grs.  in  l oz. 

A brownish  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  IGO  grs.  of  citrate 
of  iron  and  ammonium  in  1 pint  orange  wine. 

Dose— 1 to  I drams. 

Ferri  et  Quininae  Citras.  l gr.  Quinine  in  G. 

In  greenish -yellow  scales,  being  a citrate  of  Quinine,  Iron, 
and  Ammonium.  Prepared  by  dissolving  the  peroxide  of  iron 
(fcjrmed  as  in  the  last  preparation)  in  citric  acid,  adding 
quinine  (prepared  by  precipitating  the  sulphate  by  ammonia), 
neutralising  with  ammonia,  and  evaporating. 

Hicmatic,  Tonic,  Antipcriodic.  (Page  388.) 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs.,  in  solution  or  in  pill. 

Pilula  Ferri  lodidi.  1 in  3 A 

Prepared  by  mixing  10  grs.  iron  wire,  80  grs.  iodine,  50 
minims  distilled  water,  .and  adding  70  grs.  sugar  and  110  gn-^. 
liquorice,  and  beating  all  together. 

Dose — 3 to  8 grs.  iSliouId  be  dispensed  in  a bottle. 

Syrupiis  Ferri  lodidi.  1-3  grs.  Fel.  in  l dram. 

A colonrle.ss  syrup,  prei)ared  by  boating  I oz.  iron  wire  and 
2 oz.  iodine  with  3 oz.  distilled  water,  and  .adding  the  filtered 
product  to  28  oz.  sugar  di.ssolvcd  in  10  oz.  water. 

Hose — ^ to  I dram.  Elavoured  with  oil  of  lemon,  it  is  easily 
admiidstered  to  children.  Dose  for  a child  I year  old.  2 mins. 


•220 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


Ferrum. 


FerriPeroxidum  Hydratum(l’croxide  of  Iron).  FeoOa.HjO. 

A reddish-brown  powder,  jn’epared  by  mixing  solutions  of 
soda  and  persulphate  of  iron,  washing  and  drying  the  precipi- 
tate at  a temperature  under  212°. 

Dose — 5 to  30  grs.  in  jjowder. 

Emplastrum  Ferri.  (Chalj’-beate  or  Roborans  Plaster). 
1 in  11. 

A solid  red  plaster,  consisting  of  peroxide  of  iron  1 oz..  Bur- 
gundy pitch  2 oz.,  lead  plaster  8 oz. 

*LicLUor  Ferri  Dialysatus.  (5  per  cent.) 

A clear,  dark-reddish  brown  solution  of  highly  basic  ferric 
oxychloride,  with  the  acid  mostly  removed  by  dialysis,  pre- 
pared by  adding  recently  formed  ferric  hydrate  (obtained  by 
mixing  strong  solutions  of  the  perchloride  of  iron  and  am- 
monia) to  strong  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron,  dissolving 
and  placing  in  a dialyser. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims. 

Liquor  Ferri  PercMoridi  Fortior.  2 oz.  iron  in  10. 

A deep  orange-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  boiling  iron  wire 
in  hydrochloric  acid  and  distilled  water,  and,  after  filtering, 
adding  nitric  acid  and  more  hydrochloric,  and  concentrating 
by  evaporation. 

A powerful  Astringent,  Caustic,  and  Pliemostatic.  (P.  388.) 

Liquor  Ferri  PercMoridi,  i in  I. 

A brown  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  5 oz.  strong  solution  of 
perchloride  of  iron  with  15  oz.  distilled  water. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  freely  diluted. 

Tinctura  Ferri  PercMoridi.  i in  1. 

A brown  liquid,  prepared  by  adding  5 oz.  strong  solution  of 
perchloride  of  iron  to  5 oz.  rectified  spirit  and  10  oz.  distilled 
water. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  freely  diluted.  (Page  300.) 

Liquor  Ferri  Pernitratis.  1 oz.  iron  in  30. 

A reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz.  iron 
wire  in  4.1  oz.  nitric  acid  and  25^  oz.  distilled  water. 

Dose — 10  to  40  minims,  freely  diluted. 

Liquor  Ferri  Persulphatis.  (Sec  under  Ferri  Sulphas.) 

Ferri  Phosphas.  4”  per  cent.  Ferrous  Phosphate  (Fe  .PjO-^i 
8H.;0)  with  Fcn-ic  Phosphate  and  some  Oxide. 

A .slatc-l)luc  amorphous  powder,  ])repared  by  mixing  a solu- 
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tion  of  sulphate  of  iron  with  one  of  phosphate  and  bicarbonate 
of  sodium,  and  drying  the  washed  precipitate. 

Dose— 5 to  10  grs.,  in  powder. 

Syrupus  Ferri  Phospliatis.  1 gr.  in  i clr. 

A colourless  syrup,  prepared  by  dissolving  fresh  phosphate 
of  iron,  made  as  in  last  preparation,  in  concentrated  phos- 
phoric acid,  sugar,  and  distilled  water. 

Dose — 1 dram,  diluted  ; in  an,T!mic  dyspepsia. 

Ferri  Sulphas.  FeSOi,7HjO. 

Pale  greenish-blue  crystals,  prepared  by  boiling  iron  wire 
in  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  and  allowing  the  salt  to  crystallise. 
Tonic,  Astringent,  and  Eminenagogue.  (Page  .391.) 

Dose— 1 to  6 grs.,  in  solution. 

In — Pil.  Aloes  et  I’erri,  1 in  7. 

Ferri  Sulphas  Exsiccata.  FeSOi.H-O. 

A greyish  powder,  prepared  by  heating  the  last  preparation 
at  212°,  and  powdering  the  residue.  2igrs.  = 4 grs.  Ferri  Sulph. 
Dose — 4 to  3 grs.,  in  pill. 

Ferri  Sulphas  Granulata.  FeSOi,7HjO. 

In  small  granular  crystals,  of  a pale  greenish-blue,  prepared 
by  heating  iron  wire  in  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  and  filtering 
the  solution  into  rectified  spirit,  with  constant  stirring. 

Dose — 1 to  5 grs.,  in  solution  or  in  pill. 

Liquor  Ferri  Persulphatis.  Fe-SSOj.  3(5i  per  cent. 

A dense  dark  red  solution  of  FeiuuC  sulphate,  prepared  by 
dissolving  8 oz.  sulphate  of  iron  in  (1  drs.  sulphuric  acid  and 
10  oz.  distilled  water,  and  adding  (!  drs.  nitric  acid  in  2 oz. 
distilled  water,  and  making  up  to  11  oz.  after  converting  all 
the  sulphate  into  persulphate  by  boiling. 

Styptic  ; introduced  for  the  purpose  of  making  .I  prepara- 
ti(jns  of  iron. 

Vinum  Ferri.  i oz.  to  ^ pint. 

A brownish-green  liquid,  pr('i)ared  bj’’  jxirtitiNi/  i nnnemifuj 
1 oz.  iron  wire  in  1 pint  of  shei  iy  for  a month. 

Ilo.sc — I to  ■!  drams;  contains  a small  amount  of  iron,  chielly 
as  tartrates,  malates,  and  citrates. 

Ferrum  Redactum  (Itednced  Iron).  Fe  and  Fe:iO|. 

A black  powder,  consisting  of  metallic  iron  and  a variabh' 
amount  of  o.xidc,  prepared  by  |i!is.sing  dry  Hydrogen  oTcr  red- 
hot  hydrated  pero.xide  of  iron  in  an  iron  tube. 
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Tonic,  Haematic  ; sometimes  called  Queveiine’s  iron. 

Dose — 1 to  5 grs.,  in  pill.  (Rage  391.) 

Trochisci  Ferri  Redacti.  i gr.  in  each. 

Greyish-black  lozenges,  consisting  of  reduced  iron  720  grs., 
sugar  25  oz.,  gum  acacia  1 oz.,  mucilage  of  gum  acacia  2 oz., 
distilled  water  q.s.,  divided  into  720  lozenges. 

Dose — 1 to  6. 

Ferrum  Tartaratum  (Tartarated  Iron  or  Tartrate  of  Iron 
and  Potassium).  KFeOCaHiOa. 

In  deep  garnet  scales,  prepared  by  dissolving  freshly-preci- 
pitated peroxide  of  iron  (deposited  from  the  persulphate 
solution  by  ammonia)  in  solution  of  cream  of  tartar,  and 
evaporating  carefully. 

Dose — 6 to  10  grs.,  in  solution  of  water.  (Page  389.) 

The  double  salts  of  iron  with  potassium,  quiuine,  and  ammonium, 
are  known  as  the  scale  preparations  of  iron  from  their  ph  j-sical  characteristics. 

FICUS  (Fig)— Urticacem. 

The  dried  fruit  of  the  common  Fig  tree — Ficus  Carica. 
Laxative  ; used  in  making  Confectio  Senme. 

FILIX  MAS  (Male  Fern)— Filices. 

The  tufted,  scaly,  greenish-brown  rhizome,  with  persistent 
bases  of  the  foot-stalks  and  root-fibres  of  Aspidium  Filix-mas. 
Collected  late  in  the  Autumn,  and  divested  of  scales,  roots,  and 
dead  matter,  and  carefully  dried.  Should  not  be  used  if  more 
than  1 year  old. 

Extractum  Filicis  Liquidum. 

A thick,  dark-green,  oily  liquid,  prepared  by  extracting  the 
oleo-resinous  matter  from  the  male  fern  by  percolating  it  with 
ether,  and  evaporating  the  ethereal  tincture. 

Anthelmintic  ; used  to  destroy  the  tapeworm.  (Page  392.) 
Dose — 16  to  30  minims,  in  emulsion.  (Page  36.) 

FCENICULI  FRUCTUS  (Fennel  Fruit) — Umbellifera;. 

The  pale-browm,  oblong,  ribbed,  sced-like,  beaked  fruit  of  cul- 
tivated plants  of  Foeniculum  Capillaceum  (F.  Vulgarc). 

Carminative,  Antispasmodic,  and  Galactagogue.  (Page  392.) 
In— Piilv.  G l.Ycyn-hiziu  Co. 

Aqua  Foeniculi.  l lb.  to  l gallon. 

A colourless  water,  obtained  by  distilling  1 gallon,  from  2 
gallons  of  water,  and  1 pound  fennel  fruit. 

Dose — 1 to  3 oz.  For  a child  1 year  old,  one  dram. 

GALBANUM  (Galbanum) — Umbelliferm. 

A fetid,  greenish-yellow  gum-resin,  in  small  tears  aggluti- 
nated into  masses,  derived  from  Ferula  galbauifiua  and  F. 
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rubricaiilis,  and  probably  other  species. 

An  Antispasniodic  and  stimulating  Expectorant.  (1  age  oJ 
p)ose — 2 to  grs.,  in  pill,  but  seldom  given. 


2.) 


Emplastriim  Galbani.  1 iir  ll. 

A yellow  solid,  consisting  of  galbanum,  ammoniacum,  and 
yellow  wax,  of  each  1 oz.,  and  lead  plaster  8 oz. 

Galbanum  enters  into  Pil.  Asafceticlie  Co. 


GALLA  (Galls)— From  Cupuliferm. 

A partially  insect  and  partially  vegetable  production,  grow- 
ing as  a round,  hard,  tuberculated  tumoiu*  or  excrescence  on 
the  oak  (Quercus  infectoria),  and  caused  by  the  irritation 
arising  frorrr  the  punctrrres  made  by  Cynips  Gallre  tiuctoriie,  an 
insec Avlrich  deposits  its  ova  in  the  young  buds. 

Astringent.  Generally  given  in  the  form  of  tannin.  (P.  301.) 

Tinctura  Gallae.  H oz.  to  l pint. 

A dark-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  percolat- 
ing 21  oz.  galls  (in  No.  10  powder)  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

Unguentum  Gallae.  80  grs.  to  l oz. 

A pale  brown  ointment,  prepared  by  rubbing  80  grs.  pow- 
dered galls  with  1 oz.  benzoated  lard. 

Astringent.  Chiefly  used  for  hannorrhoids. 

Unguentum  Gallae  cum  Opio.  32  grs.  to  l oz. 

A light  brown  ointment,  prepared  by  mixing  32  grs.  pow- 
dered opium  with  1 oz.  ointment  of  galls. 

A Local  Anodyne  and  Astringent  applicatioir  to  painful 
hemorrhoids. 


Gallic  and  Tannic  Acids.  (Sec  under  Acidum.) 


*GELSEMIUM  (Yellow  Jasmine) — Loganiaceic. 

The  dried  yellowish-brown  cylindrical  rhizonre  rrrarked  with 
longitudinal  iiurple  lines  and  small  att.ached  rootlets  of  Gelsc- 
mium  rntidum  (G.  scm|icrvircns). 

Sedative.  Used  for  Neuralgia  of  5th  nerve.  (Page  31)2.) 
Dose — 5 to  3b  grs. 


*Extractum  Gelsemii  Alcoholicum. 

A semi-solid  extinct,  prepared  by  exhausting  gelsemium 
with  spirit  and  watci',  and  evaporating  the  tincture. 

Dose — k to  2 grs.,  in  pill. 

*Tinctura  Gelsemii.  2.1  oz.  to  l pint. 

21  oz.  gelsemium  in  No.  lb  powder,  macerated  and  perco- 
lated with  1 pint,  proof  s[)irit. 

Dose — 5 to  2b  iniiums. 
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GrENTIANiE  RADIX  (Gentian  Eoot) — Gentianaceae. 

The  tough,  wrinkled,  or  ringed  brownish-yellow,  dried  root 
of  Gentiana  lutea,  in  cylindrical  pieces  or  longitudinal  slices. 
A pure,  Bitter  Tonic,  without  astringency.  (Page  393.) 
Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  powder. 

This  root  is  often  confounded  witli  Belladonna  and  Pyrethnnn. 
From  the  former  it  is  distinguished  by  its  brownish-yellow  colour,  and  by 
the  close,  transverse  markings,  which  give  it  a ringed  appearance.  It  differs 
from  pyrethrum  in  its  toughness,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  black,  shining 
points  seen  in  the  thick,  brittle  bark.  Gentian  is  bitter,  while  pyrethrum 
causes  a prickling  sensation  in  the  mouth. 

Extractum  Gentianae. 

A brownish-black,  soft  extract,  prepared  by  infusing  and 
afterwards  boiling  the  root  in  water  and  evaporating. 

Dose — 2 to  10  grs.  A harmless  excipient  for  pill  masses. 

Infusum  Gentianae  Compositum.  55  grs.  to  ^ pint  Q hour). 

55  grs.  each  gentian  root  and  bitter-orange  peel,  and  j oz. 
fresh  lemon  peel,  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Gentianae  Composita.  U oz.  to  i pint. 

A golden-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating with  I pint  proof  spirit  H oz.  gentian,  J oz.  bitter-orange 
peel,  and  5-  oz.  cardamom  seeds. 

Dose — i to  2 drs. 

GLYCERINUM  (Glycerine).  C.H-,(HO)a. 

A colourless,  oily-looking,  thick  fluid,  obtained  from  fats  and 
fixed  oils,  and  containing  a small  percentage  of  water. 

Demulcent,  Nutrient,  Antiseptic,  and  Emollient.  (P.  394.) 
Dose — 1 to  2 drs. 

In  addition  to  entering  into  the  8 Glycerines,  it  entere  into  Lin.  lodi,  and 
Lin.  Pot.  lod.  cum  Sapone,  Ext.  Cinchona;  Liq.,  Jlel  Boracis,  Pil.  Aloes  et 
Slyrrh.,  lUiei  Co.  and  Saponis  Co.,  Tinct.  Kino,  Ungt.  lodi,  and  the  Lamella?. 

Glycerinum  Acidi  Carbolici,  &c.  (Hee  under  Acklum 
Carbolic,  &;c. ; or  the  table  upon  page  140.) 
GLYCYRRHIZiE  RADIX  (Liquorice  Eoot)— Leguminosa\ 
The  pale-yellow,  tough,  fibrous  root  or  underground  stem 
or  stolon,  in  long  cylindrical,  branched  \ncccs,  fresh  and  dried, 
of  Glycyrrhiza  glabra.  (Page  395.) 

Demulcent;  but  chiefly  used  for  its  sweetening  properties. 
B-sS"  This  root  is  distingnised  from  other's  by  its  yellow  and  fibrous 
interior,  and  by  its  very  sweet  taste. 

Extractum  Glycyrrhizee. 

A firm,  black  extract,  ju’cparcd  by  maceration  of  the  root 
in  cold  distilled  water,  and  subsequent  evaporation. 
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Chiefly  used  for  making  powders  into  pills. 

Dose— 5 grs.  to  1 dram. 

IX— Confec.  Sennre,  Dec.  Aloes  Co.,  Tinct.  Aloes,  and  Trooh.  Opii. 

Extractum  Glycyrrhizae  Liquidum.  1 in  2 of  Extract. 

A dark  liquid,  prepared  by  evaporating  a cold  infusion  of 
the  root  till  the  specific  gravity  of  1'16  is  reached,  and  then 
adding  A its  volume  of  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 1 dram. 

In — Mist.  SeniiEE  Co.  and  Tr.  Chlorofonn.  et  MoiiJlu 

Pulvis  Glycyrrhizae  Compositus.  1 in  6. 

A greenish  powder,  consisting  of  senna  and  liquorice,  of 
each  2 oz.,  fennel  and  sulphur,  of  each  1 oz.,  sugar  6 oz. 

Dose — 30  to  60  grs. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  liquorice  root  enters  into  Confect.  Terebinth., 
Dec.  Sarsie  Co.,  Infus.  Lini.,  Pil.  Hydrarg.,  and  Pil.  Fcrri  lod. 

GOSSYPIUM  (Cotton  AVool)— Malvacem. 

White,  soft  filaments  or  hairs  of  the  seed  of  Gossypium  bar- 
badense,  and  other  species  of  gossypium;  with  fatty  matter 
and  impurities  removed. 

Used  for  its  mechanical  qualities  in  padding  splints  and 
covering  burned  surfaces,  but  introduced  into  the  Pharma- 
copoeia for  making  Pyroxylin. 

GRANATI  RADICIS  CORTEX  (Pomegranate  Root  Bark) 
— Myrtacem. 

The  greyish-yellow  quills  or  fragments  of  the  dried  bark  of 
I the  root  of  Punica  Granatum — outer  surface  wrinkled,  inner 
smooth. 

Anthelmintic  ; used  to  destroy  the  tapeworm.  (Page  395.) 

Decoctiim  Granati  Radicis.  2 oz.  to  l pint. 

Prepared  by  taking  2 oz.  of  the  bark  of  the  root  of  the  pome- 
granate and  2 pints  of  water,  and  boiling  down  to  1 pint. 

Dose — 2 to  4 oz.  every  four  hours.  It  causes  purging. 

I GUAIACI  LIGNUM  (Guaiacum  Wood) — Zygoj)hyll,acca2. 
j The  ra.spings  or  small  chijjs,  of  a yellow  or  dark  greenish 
colour,  of  tlie  heart  wood  of  Guaiacum  ofliciiuile,  known  as 
Lignum  Vital. 

Diai)horctic  and  Alterative.  (Page  395.) 

In — Decoct.  Sar.siu  Co. 

GUAIACI  RESINA  (Guaiacum  Resin). 

The  resin  from  the  stem  of  Guaiacum  oflicinale,  or  G.  sanc- 
tum, in  large  greenish-brown  m.asses  or  oval  tears,  obtained 
by  exudation,  incision,  or  by  heal. 

P 
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Diaphoretic  and  Antisyphilitic. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  milk  or  sherry. 

Mistura  Guaiaci.  n grs.  in  1 oz. 

An  emulsion,  prepared  by  rubbing  i oz.  pf  guaiacum  resin, 
j oz.  sugar,  ^ oz.  gum  acacia,  with  1 pint  cinnamon  water. 
Dose — ^ to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Guaiaci  Ammoniata.  4 oz.  to  1 pint. 

A dark-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  4 oz.  of 
guaiacum  resin  in  1 pint  ai'omatic  spirit  of  ammonia  for  7 days. 
A Stimulant  and  Diaphoretic. 

Dose— I to  1 dram,  freely  diluted. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  resin  enters  into  I’il.  Hydrarg.  Suljchlor.  Co. 

GUTTA  PERCHA— (Sapotacete). 

The  concrete  juice,  in  tough,  light-brown,  flexible  pieces,  of 
Dichopsis  Gutta  (Isonandra  Gutta)  and  other  sapotaceous  trees. 

Liquor  Gutta  Percha.  i iu  8. 

A nearly  colourless  thick  fluid,  prepared  by  dissolving  1 oz. 
gutta  percha  in  6 oz.  chloroform,  and  adding  1 oz.  carbonate 
of  lead  mixed  with  2 oz.  more  chloroform,  and  decanting. 

A good  substitute  for  flexible  collodion.  (Page  396.) 

It  forms  the  basis  of  Charta  Sinapis. 

HiEMATOXYLI  LIGNUM  (Logwood)— Leguminosje. 

The  dark-red  logs  or  iridescent  chips  or  raspings  of  the 
heart-wood  of  Hfematoxylon  campechianum. 

A pure  Astringent.  (Page  396.) 

Dose— 10  to  30  grains  in  powder. 

Decoctum  Haematoxyli.  l oz.  to  i pint. 

Prepared  by  boiling  1 oz.  logwood  in  1 pint  distilled  water 
for  10  minutes,  adding  55  grs.  cinnamon  near  the  end  of  the 
process,  and  making  the  strained  product  to  measure  1 pint. 
Dose— 1 to  2 oz. 

Extractum  Haematoxyli. 

A brittle,  deep-red,  mlid,  prepared  by  boiling  down  an  in- 
fusion of  logwood  to  dryness. 

Dose— 10  to  30  grs.,  dissolved  in  water. 

HEMIDESMI  RADIX  (Hemidesmus)  — Asclepiadacem. 
(Indian  Sarsaparilla). 

The  brownish,  cylindrical,  tortuous,  dried  root  of  Hemides- 
mus indicus,  marked  with  annular  cracks. 

Supjioscd  to  possess  the  properties  of  sarsaparilla.  (1 . oJ/.) 
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Syrupus  Hemidesmi.  1 in  8 (by  measure). 

A deep-brown  syrup,  prepared  by  dissolving  28  oz.  sugar  in 
an  infusion  of  1 oz.  bemidesmus  root  in  1 pint  boiling  water. 
Dose  —1  dr.  Used  as  a pleasant  addition  to  cough  mixtures. 

HIRUDO  (the  Leech).— Class  Annelida. 

Two  leeches  are  official— the  Hamburgh  or  green  leech 
(Sauguisuga  officinalis)  and  the  speckled  or  English  leech  (S. 
medicinalis),  the  former  having  a dark-olive  and  the  latter  a 
greenish-yellow  spotted  belly.  Both  species  have  six  rusty- 
red  longitudinal  stripes  on  the  back,  which  distinguish  them 
from  the  horse-leech  and  others.  (Rage  397.) 

HORDEUM  DECORTICATUM  . — Gramiuaceaj. 

Pearl  Barley — The  white,  rounded,  husked  seeds  of  Hordeum 
distichon.  Cultivated  in  Britain. 

Demulcent  and  Nutrient,  (Page  398.) 

Decoctum  Hordei  (Barley  Water).  1 in  10. 

Prepared  by  boiling  2 oz.  washed  pearl  barley  for  twenty 
minutes  in  H pint  of  water.  Product  about  1 pint. 

Dose — 1 to  1 oz.  or  ad  libitum. 

HYDRARGYRUM  (Mercury).  Hg. 

A lustrous  fluid  metal,  KH  times  heavier  than  water. 

Formerly  used  in  tlie  metallic  st.ato  as  a mechanical  purgative  in  large 
doses.  Its  various  i)re|iarations  act  very  differently,  but  all  produce  the 
Constitutional  debilitatmg  conilition  known  as  “ Mercurialism,"  when  taken 
for  any  length  of  time.  (See  Page  398 — 403.) 

Hydrargyrum  cum  Greta.  l in  3. 

A greyLsh-blue  powder,  commonly  called  “ grey  powder,” 
prepared  by  rubbing  1 oz.  mercury  with  2 oz.  prepared  chalk. 
Alterative  and  Laxative. 

Dose — 3 to  8 grs.  For  a child  1 year  old,  2 to  1^  grs. 

Emplastrum  Hydrargyri.  1 in  3. 

A blui.sh  solid,  prepared  by  rubbing  3 oz.  mercury  with  5() 
grs.  olive  oil  and  8 grs.  of  sulphur,  and  .adding  (1  oz.  melted 
lead  plaster  (the  sulphur  aiding  the  division  of  the  mercury). 

Resolvent.  This  preiiaration  sometimes  affects  the  .system 
through  the  absorption  of  the  metal. 

Emplastrum  Ammoniaci  cum  Hydrargyro.  i in  5 of  Ilg. 

A dirty-blue  coloured  solid,  comiiosed  of  3 oz.  mercury.  12 
oz.  ammoni.acum,  of)  grs.  olive  oil,  and  8 gr.s.  suli)hur. 
Discutient  and  .Stimulant. 
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Linimentum  Hydrargyri.  i in  3 of  Ungt.,  i in  6 of  Hg. 

A thick,  lead-coloured  liquid,  composed  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, solution  of  ammonia,  and  camphor  liniment,  of  each  1 oz. 
A Stimulant  to  chronic  enlargements. 

Piiula  Hydrargyri.  1 in  3. 

“ Blue  Pill,”  prepared  by  rubbing  2 oz.  mercury  and  3 oz. 
confection  of  roses,  and  adding  1 oz.  liquorice  in  fine  powder. 
Dose — 3 to  8 grs. 

Suppositoria  Hydrargyri.  5 grs.  ointment  in  each. 

Prepared  by  melting  together  ointment  of  mercury  GO  grs., 
oil  of  theobroma  120  grs.,  and  pouring  into  12  conical  moulds. 

Ungnentum  Hydrargyri.  i in  2. 

A blue  ointment,  prepared  by  rubbing  together  1 lb.  of 
mercury,  1 lb.  of  lard,  and  1 oz.  suet. 

Used  to  introduce  mercury  into  the  system  through  the  skin. 
There  are  8 ointments  bearing  the  name  of  mercm-y.  (See  page  159.) 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Compositum.  i of  Hg.  in  4i. 

A bluish  ointment,  consisting  of  ointment  of  mercury  6 oz., 
yellow  wax  and  olive  oil,  of  each  3 oz.,  camphor  H oz. 

This  is  a substitute  for  Scott's  ointment. 

Hydrargyri  lodidum  Rubrum.  HgP. 

A crystalline  vermilion  powder,  precipitated  on  mixing  hot 
solutions  of  perchloride  of  mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium. 

A powerful  Irritant  and  Vesicant.  Seldom  given  internally. 
Dose — to  ^ gr.,  in  pill ; sometimes  given  by  prescribing 
the  perchloride  with  Iodide  of  Potassium,  in  sohttion. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  lodidi  Rubri.  16  grs.  to  i oz. 

A brilliant  red  ointment,  prepared  by  mixing  16  grs.  of  red 
iodide  of  mercury  with  1 oz.  simple  ointment. 

Absorbent  and  Discutient  to  glandular  groivths. 

Liq.  Arsenii  et  Hydrargyri  lodidi. 

Donovan’s  Solution.  (See  Acid.  Arsenics.)  (Page  165.) 

Liauor  Hydrargyri  Nitratis  Acidus.  48  per  cent. 

A colourless  solution  of  4 oz.  mercury  in  6 oz.  nitric  acid  and 
1^-  oz.  distilled  water. 

"Caustic  ; not  used  internally. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Nitratis.  1 iu  16  nearly. 

Called,  from  its  colour,  citrine  ointment ; prepared  by  adding 
a solution  of  1 oz.  mercury  in  12  oz.  nitric  acid  to  a hot  mix- 
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tuve  of  15  oz.  lard  and  32  oz,  olive  oil. 

A local  Alterative,  Astringent,  and  Stimulant. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Nitratis  Dilutum.  1 m 3. 

1 oz.  nitrate  of  mercury  ointment  and  2 oz.  soft  paraffin. 

*01eatum  Hydrargyri  (Oleate  of  Mercury). 

A light  brown  oleaginous  semi-solid,  prepared  by  triturating 
1 oz.  yellow  oxide  of  mercury  with  9 oz.  oleic  acid. 

Action  same  as  Ungt.  Hydrarg. 

Hydrargyri  Oxidum  Flavum.  HgO. 

A yellow  powder,  prepared  by  mixing  solutions  of  perchloride 
of  mercury  and  soda,  washing  and  drying  the  precipitate. 

Used  in  Ophthalmia  of  the  eyelids  (6  grs.  to  1 oz.  lard). 

It  has  the  same  composition  as  tlie  following,  only  it  exists  ill  a state  of 
more  minute  ilivision;  it  is  used  in  making  Hydrarg.  Oleatuin  ; 

Hydrargyri  Oxidum  Rubrum.  HgO. 

Known  as  “ Red  Precipitate.”  An  orange-red  powder,  pre- 
pared by  heating  dry  mercuric  nitrate  (obtained  by  evaporat- 
ing a solution  of  mercury  in  nitric  acid)  with  metallic  mercury. 
Dose— { to  J gr.,  in  pill ; seldom  given  internally. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Oxidi  Rubri.  <12  grs.  to  1 oz. 

A red  ointment,  composed  of  red  oxide  of  mererrry  G2  grs., 
bard  paraffin  :j-  oz.,  and  soft  paraffin  5 oz. 

A local  Stimulating  Absorbent. 

Hydrargyri  Perchloridum.  HgClj.  (Perchloride  of 
Mercury,  Mercuric  Chloride,  Bichloride  of  Mercury,  or 
Corrosive  Sublimate.) 

In  lieavy  colourless  masses  of  prismatic  crystals,  prep.ared 
by  suliliming  a mixture  of  persulphate  of  mercury,  chloride  of 
sodium,  and  black  oxide  of  mang.ancsc. 

Alterative.  In  even  small  quantity  an  irrit.ant  poison. 

Do.se — -f',7  to  ^ gr. 

As  this  salt  i.s  (Iccoiinioscil  by  so  many  snlistnncos,  it  is  ivilvisatilo  to  nvilcr 
it  ill  plain  solution  or  in  Dec.  Sai-sie  Co.,  or  in  solution  witli  iodide  of 
pohassium.  (See  It.  on  Page  ‘INi. ) 

Liquor  Hydrargyri  Percbloridi.  A gr.  in  1 oz. 

A colourlc.sH  .solution  of  li)  grs.  corrosive  sublim.ate  and  10 
grs.  sal  ammoni.ac  in  1 pint  distilled  wuitcr. 

Dose — A to  2 drams,  diluted.  Eiich  dram  contains  gr. 
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Lotio  Hydrargsrri  Flava.  18  grs.  to  10  oz. 

“Yellow  Wash.”  Prepared  by  adding  18  grs.  corrosive 
sublimate  to  10  oz.  lime  water  (the  yellow  oxide— HgO — falls 
as  a precipitate). 

Resembles  the  yellow  and  red  oxides  in  action. 

Hydrargyri  Subchloridum.  Subchloride  of  Mercury.  HgCl. 

Chloride  of  mercury,  calomel,  or  mercurous  chloride — a dull- 
white  heavy  powder,  prepared  by  subliming  mercurous  sul- 
phate (obtained  by  rubbing  mercuric  sulphate  and  mercury 
together)  with  dried  chloride  of  sodium,  and  W'ashing  the  sub- 
limate in  boiling  water. 

Alterative,  Purgative,  and  in  large  doses  Sedative. 

Dose — I to  5 grs.,  in  pill  or  powder.  A child  1 year  old 
may  get  as  much  as  1 grain  with  safety. 

Lotio  Hydrargyri  Nigra,  3 grs  to  1 oz. 

“ Black  "Wash.”  Prepared  by  adding  30  grs.  calomel  to  10 
oz.  lime  w'ater,  the  black  precipitate  formed  being  Hg.jO. 

A Stimulating  Alterative  to  syphilitic  sores. 

Pilula  Hydrargyri  Subchloridi  Coniposita.  i in  5. 

An  orange  mass,  prepared  by  beating  together  1 oz.  calomel. 
1 oz.  sulphurated  antimony,  2 oz.  guaiacum  resin,  and  1 oz. 
castor  oil.  Known  as  Plummer’s  or  Compound  Calomel  Pill. 
Dose — 5 to  10  grs.,  as  an  Alterative  and  feeble  Cathartic. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Subchloridi.  SO  grs.  to  1 oz. 

A yellowish-white  ointment,  prep.ared  by  mixing  80  grs. 
snbchloride  of  mercury  (calomel)  and  1 oz.  benzoated  lard. 
Alterative  and  Resolvent,  but  seldom  used. 

Hydrargyri  Persulphas.  HgSOj. 

A white,  heavy,  crystalline  powder,  prepared  by  heating 
20  oz.,  by  weight,  of  mercury  with  12  oz.  sulphuric  acid.  Used 
for  making  calomel  and  corrosive  sublimate. 

Hydrargyrum  Ammoniatum.  NHoHgCl. 

Ammoniated  mercury  or  white  precipitate  ; a white  powder, 
jn’cpared  by  mixing  solutions  of  perchloride  of  mercury  and 
ammonia,  and  washing  the  preci])itato. 

Used  as  an  Insecticide,  and  never  taken  internally. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Ammoniati.  l to  9. 

A white  ointment,  jirepared  by  mixing  oO  grs.  ammoniated 
mercury  and  ‘1.50  grs.  simple  ointment. 

A stimulant  in  chronic  skin  diseases,  and  to  destroy  pediculi. 
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HYOSCYAMI  FOLIA  (Hyoscyamus  Leaves)— Solanacea3. 

The  sinuated,  hairy,  dried  leaves  of  Hyoscyamus  niger 
(Henbane),  also  the/lr.y/i  clammy  leaves,  with  Eieii;  branches 

gathered  from  hienniul  wild  or  cultivated  British  plants 

when  two-thirds  of  the  llowers  are  expanded, 

Narcotic,  Anodyne,  and  Sedative.  (Page  103.) 


Extractum  Hyoscyami.  . . 

A dark  soft  mass,  prepared  by  the  evaporation  of  the  ]uice 
of  the  fresh  leaves  and  branches  of  hyoscyamus,  by  a process 
identical  with  that  used  for  making  the  Extract  of  Aconite. 
Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 


Pil.  Colocynthidis  et  Hyoscyami.  (Sec  Colocynth.) 


Succus  Hyoscyami. 

The  juice  of  the  fresh  leaves  and  young  branches  of  biennial 
plants,  to  which  i of  its  volume  rectified  spirit  is  added. 

Dose — 1 to  1 dram. 

Tinctura  Hyoscyami.  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A greenish-brown  licpiid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  pei- 
colating  21  oz.  hyoscyamus  leaves  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Dose — 1 to  1 dram. 

*IODOFORMUM.  Iodoform.  CHI,. 

Shining  leinon-3"ellow  crystalline  scales,  produced  by  the 
action  of  iodine  on  a mixture  of  alcohol  and  solution  of  car- 
bonate of  potassium. 

Antiseptic,  Alterative,  and  Expectorant.  (Page  101.) 

Dose— 1 to  3 grs.,  in  pill. 

*Suppositoria  lodoformi.  3 grs.  in  each. 

Iodoform  30  grs.,  oil  of  thcobroma  111  grs.,  divided  into  12. 

*Unguentum  lodoformi.  i in  10. 

Iodoform  1 oz.,  benzoated  lard  1)  oz.,  melted. 

Disinfectant,  Anti.septic,  and  Aiitisyphililic. 

lODUM  (Iodine).  I. 

A non-mctallic  clement,  in  dark,  lustrous,  laminar  cry.stals, 
obtained  from  the  ashes  of  sca-wceds,  and  from  minor.al  iodides. 
A Lymphatic  Stimulant.  Absorbentand  Alterative.  (P.  105.) 

— 1 gr.,  but  should  never  be  given  in  this  form. 

Starch  ainl  fr'O  aiinu'iiiia  shnnlil  not  ho  or.lcrod  witli  iiroparations  of 
iodine. 
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Linimentum  lodi,  1 dr.  to  i oz. 

A dark,  reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  iodine 
2j  oz.,  iodide  of  potassium  1 oz.,  glycerine  ^ oz.,  in  rectified 
spirit  1 pint.  6 times  the  strength  of  the  Tincture. 

Absorbent  and  Counter-irritant. 

Liquor  lodi.  22  grs.  in  1 oz. 

A brownish-red  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  iodine  22  grs. 
and  iodide  of  potassium  33  grs.,  in  distilled  water  to  1 oz.  ' 
Acts  like  the  liniment,  only  weaker. 

Tinctura  lodi.  ii  grs.  to  i oz. 

A deep-red  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  iodine  i oz.,  iodide 
of  potassium  ^ oz.,  in  rectified  spirit  1 pint. 

Dose— 5 to  20  minims,  diluted ; used  in  making  Yapor  lodi. 

Unguentum  lodi.  1 in  31,  or  14  grs.  in  1 oz. 

A brown  ointment,  prepared  by  rubbing  iodine  16  grs., 
iodide  of  potassium  16  grs.,  with  glycerine  | di-.,  and  lard  1 oz.’ 
Kesolvent,  Alterative,  and  Irritant. 

Vapor  lodi.  1 dr.  tincture  to  1 oz.  water. 

Mixed  in  a suitable  apparatus,  and  heat  applied,  so  that  the 
vapour  may  be  inhaled. 

Laryngeal  Sedative. 

Iodides  of  Sodium,  Arsenic,  Iron,  Mercury,  Potassium,  Sulphur,  and  Lead 
and  their  prepai-ations  are  given  under  the  name  of  each  metal. 

IPECACUANHA  (or  Hippo) — Cinchonacem  or  Rubiacete. 

The  dried  root  of  Cephaelis  Ipecacuanha,  in  small  annular, 
contorted,  brown,  worm-like  pieces.  Powder  pale  fawn  colour. 

Dose — 4 to  2 grs.  act  as  an  Expectorant.  10  grs.  as  an  Hepatic 
Stimulant,  and  15  to  30  as  an  Emetic.  For  a child  1 year  old. 
as  an  Expcctor.ant,  to  j gr.;  as  an  Emetic,  2 to  4 grs.  (P.  408.) 
In  addition  to  the  following,  Ipecacuanha  enters  into  Pil.  Conii  Co. 

Pilula  Ipecacuanhse  cum  Scilla.  i in  23. 

Composed  of  compound  powder  of  ipecacuanha  3 oz.  squill 
and  ammoniacum,  of  each  1 oz., treacle  q.s.,  beaten  into  amass. 
Expectorant,  Diaphoretic,  and  Diuretic. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Pulvis  Ipecacuanhas  Compositus.  i in  10. 

A fawn-coloured  powder,  composed  of  opium  4 oz.,  ipecacu- 
.anha  4 oz.,  siilph.atc  of  potassium  4 oz.  (Dover’s* powder.) 
Diapliorclic,  Anodyne,  N.arcotic. 

Dose — 3 to  15  gr.s. 
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Trochisci  Ipecacuanhse.  i Si-  iii  each. 

Ipecacuanha  180  grs.,  sugar  25  oz.,  gum  acacia  1 oz.,  muci- 
lage 2 oz..  water  q.s.,  in  720  fawn-coloured  lozenges. 

Dose — 1 to  3 lozenges  as  an  expectorant. 

Trochisci  Morphinae  et  Ipecacuanhse.  nV  and  gr. 

Hydrochlorate  of  morphine  20  gr.s.,  ipecacuanha  60  grs., 
tincture  of  tolu  i-  oz.,  sugar  21  oz.,  water  i oz.,  gum  acacia  1 
oz.,  mucilage  q.s.,  in  720  white-coloured  lozenges. 

Action  similar  to  Dover's  powder. 

Dose — 1 to  6 lozenges. 

Vinum  Ipecacuanhas.  i oz.  to  i pint  (22  grs.  in  i oz). 

A brownish  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  1 oz.  ipecacu- 
anha in  1 oz.  acetic  acid,  and  percolating  with  1 pint  distilled 
water,  evaporating  the  resulting  liquid  to  dryness,  and  mace- 
rating the  residue  in  1 pint  sherry. 

Dose — 0 to  10  mins,  as  an  E.xpectorant.  3 to  6 drs.  as  an 
Emetic. 

*JABORANDI  (Jaborandi) — Rutacem. 

The  dried,  shortly-stalked,  coriaceous,  oblong  leaflets  of 
Pilocarpus  pennatifolius,  1 or  more  inches  in  length. 

Sialagogue,  Diuretic,  Diaphoretic,  and  Expectorant.  (P.  110.) 
Dose — 5 to  60  grs.,  in  powder,  or  to  1 gr.  Pilocarpine. 

*Extractum  Jaborandi, 

A soft  extract,  prepared  by  exhausting  jaborandi  with  proof 
spirit  and  water,  and  evaporating  the  resulting  tincture. 

Dose — 2 to  10  grs. 

*Infusum  Jaborandi.  1 oz.  to  10  oz.  (1  hour). 

1 oz.  jaljorandi  (cut  small)  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz, 

*Tinctura  Jaborandi.  5 oz.  to  l pint. 

Prepared  by  macerating  and  percolating  5 oz.  jaborandi,  in 
No.  It)  powder,  with  1 pint  proof  spirit. 

Do.se — h to  1 dram. 

JALAPA  (Jalap)— Con volvulaccaj. 

The  dried  tuberous  root,  in  lirown,  wrinkled,  dense,  ovoid 
pieces,  fiom  a [ligeon’s  to  a turkey’s  egg  in  size,  of  Ipomoca 
I’urga  (Ihvogonium  I’urga).  (Page  112.) 

A bri.sk  Ilydragoguc  Cathartic. 

Dose — 10  to  30  gr.s.  1 to  2 grs.  for  a child  1 year  old. 
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Extractum  Jalapae.  1 from  2. 

A dark-brown  extract,  obtained  by  evaporating  a strong 
tincture  of  jalap  root,  and  also  by  evaporating  a cold  infusion 
made  from  the  marc  of  the  tincture,  mixing  the  two  extracts 
thus  obtained,  and  continuing  the  evaporation. 

Dose  —6  to  1.5  grs.,  in  pill. 

Pulvis  Jalapae  Compositus.  l in  3. 

A powder  closely  resembling  Dover’s  in  appearance,  com- 
posed of  jalap  6 oz.,  cream  of  tartar  9 oz.,  and  ginger  1 oz. 

A Hydragogue  Cathartic. 

Dose — 20  to  GO  grs. 

Tinctura  Jalapae.  24  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A deep-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating 2|^  oz.  jalap,  in  No.  40  powder,  with  1 pint  proof  spii'it. 
Dose — i to  2 drams. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Jalap  enters  into  Pulv.  Scammonii  Co. 

Jalapae  Resina. 

A dark-brown,  shining  solid,  in  opaque,  brittle  fragments, 
prepared  by  exhausting  jalap  with  spirit,  evaporating  and 
precipitating  the  resin  from  the  resulting  concentrated  tinc- 
ture by  adding  water,  washing  and  drying  on  a water-bath. 
Resembles  jalap  in  its  action,  only  much  more  powerful. 
Dose — 2 to  5 grs.,  in  pill  or  powder. 

In— Pil.  Scammonii  Co. 

JUNIPERI  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Juniper)— From  Coniferm. 

The  colourless  or  pale  yellow  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from 
the  full-grown,  unripe  green  fruit  of  Juniperus  communis. 

A Stimulating  Diuretic  and  Carminative.  (Page  412.) 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  on  sugar  or  in  pill. 

Spiritus  Juniperi.  1 in  50. 

Oil  of  juniper  1 oz.  and  rectified  spirit  49  oz. 

Dose — i to  1 dr, am. 

In — Mistura  Creasoti. 

KAMALA  (Kamaha) — From  Euphorbiacem. 

A gr.analar,  red,  sand-like  powder,  consisting  of  the  minute 
glands  and  hairs  that  cover  the  capsules  of  Jl.allotus  philipp- 
iuensis  (Rottlcra  tinctoria).  (Page  412.) 

Cathartic  and  Anthelmintic.  Used  to  kill  frrnifi  solium. 
Dose — 4 to  2 dr.ams,  swallowed  in  milk  or  gruel. 

KINO  (Kino) — ID-om  Leguminosa\ 

The  inspissated  juice,  in  sm.all,  angular,  glistening,  dark-red 
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fras'meuts,  from  incisions  in  the  trunk  of  Pterocarpus  Marsu- 

^ Astringent  (contains  70  to  80  per  cent,  of  tannin).  (P.  -112.) 
Dose — 10  to  30  grs. 

Preparations  of  Kino  should  not  be  ordered  with  iron. 

In  iiildition  to  tbo  following,  Kino  enters  into  Pixlv.  Cateohn  Co. 

Pulvis  Kino  Compositus.  3 in  t. 

A dark-red  powder,  composed  of  kino  3if  oz.,  opium  ^ oz., 
cinnamon  1 oz. 

Astringent,  Anodyne,  and  Narcotic. 

Dose — 5 to  20  grs. 

Tinctura  Kino.  2 oz.  to  l pint. 

A reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  kino  2 oz., 
in  glycerine  3 oz.,  distilled  water  5 oz.,  rectified  spirit  12  oz. 
Dose — A to  2 drams 

Kousso  (see  Cusso) — Rosacem. 

KRAMERI^  RADIX  (Rhatany  Root)— Polygalacem. 

The  dried  root  of  (1)  Peruvian  Rhatanj^ — Krameria  triandra ; 
or  of  (2)  Savanilla  Rhatany — K.  Ixina  (K.  Tomeutosa).  The 
first  is  in  thick  pieces,  covered  with  reddish -brovvn  scaly  bark; 
the  second  is  in  smaller  and  less  knotty  pieces  of  violet  or 
purplish  colour,  and  inseparable  bark. 

Astringent  and  Tonic.  (Contains  much  tannin).  (Page  413.) 
Dose — 10  to  30  grs.  It  should  not  be  ordered  witrh  iron. 

In  addition  to  the  following,  Rhatany  enters  into  Pulv.  Cateclin  Co. 

Extractum  Kramerice. 

A deep  reddish-brown,  xolid  extract,  obtained  by  exhausting 
rhatany  root  with  water,  and  evaporating  the  liquid  to  dri/iicsfi. 
Dose — 5 to  20  grs.,  in  pill,  or  rubbed  up  with  chalk  mixture. 

Infusum  Kramerise.  4 oz.  to  10  oz.  (I  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  rhatany  root  A oz.  in  boiling  water  10  oz. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Kramerias.  2i  oz.  to  l pint. 

A deci)-rcd  liquid,  prepared  macerating  and  percolating 
1 rhatany  root  in  No.  10  imwdcr  2.^  oz.,  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 
Dose — i to  2 drams. 

LAC  (the  fresh  milk  of  the  cow,  llos  Taurus). 

Used  in  making  Mistura  iScammonii. 

k LACTUCA  (licllucc) — Composita’. 

The  llowering  herb  of  Lactuca  virosa. 
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Extractum  Lactucae, 

A dark  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  the  juice  of  the 
fresh  herb  (as  in  the  case  of  Extract  of  Aconite). 

Diuretic,  Sedative,  feebly  Anodyne,  and  Narcotic.  (P.  413.) 
Dose — 5 to  15  grs.,  in  pill. 

LAEiICIS  CORTEX  (Larch  Bark) — Coniferje. 

The  bark,  in  red  quills  or  flat  pieces,  of  Pinus  Larix  (Abies 
Larix),  collected  in  spring,  deprived  of  its  outer  rough  por- 
tion, and  dried.  (Page  413.) 

A Stimulating  Astringent.  (Checks  profuse  expectoration.) 
Tinctura  Laricis.  ^ oz.  to  i pint. 

A dark-red  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  percolating 
larch  bark  2^  oz.,  in  No.  40  powder,  with  rectified  sjurit  1 pint. 
Dose—  20  to  30  minims.  | 

L AUROCERASI  FOLIA  (Cherry-Laurel  Leaves)-Rosacefe 
The  elliptical,  smooth,  shining,  deep-green, /rcs7(  leaves  of 
Prunus  Laurocerasus — the  common  or  cherry  laurel. 

Aqua  Laurocerasi.  i lb.  to  1 pint.  (-1  per  cent.) 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  distilling  1 pint  from  1 lb. 
fresh  cherry-laurel  leaves  and  2j  pints  water,  and  making  its 
strength  correspond  to  •!  per  cent,  real  hydrocyanic  acid. 

Sedative ; resembling  Hydrocyanic  Acid. 

Dose — 4 to  2 drams. 

LAVANDULjE  oleum  (Oil  of  Lavender) — From  La- 
biata3. 

The  almost  colourless  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from  the  flowers 
of  Lavandula  vera. 

Stimulant,  Carminative,  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  414.) 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  in  pill  or  on  sugar  or  in  emulsion. 

Ix— Linim.  Camph.  Co. 

Spiritus  Lavandulae.  l in  50. 

Oil  of  lavender  1 oz.  and  rectified  spirit  4!)  oz. 

Dose — i to  1 dram. 

Tinctura  Lavandulae  Coniposita.  13  minims  to  i pint.  ; 

A bright  crimson  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  cinu.amon 
aud  nutmeg  of  each  75  grs  and  red  s.andal-wood  150  grs.  in  , 
rectilied  si.irit  1 pint  for  7 days,  filtering,  and  adding  oil  of  ^ 
lavender  45  min.  and  oil  of  rosemary  5 min. 

Dose — 4 to  2 drs. 

In — Liquor  Arsenical  is,  as  a colouring  agent. 
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LIMONIS  CORTEX  (Lemon  Peel)— Aurantiacem. 

The  outer  part  of  the  rind  of  the  fresh  fruit  of  Citrus 

Limonum.  _ 

Aromatic ; chiefly  used  for  its  flavour.  (Page  •ILl.) 
lu  adtlition  to  the  following,  It  enters  into  Inf.  Aurant.  Co.  and  Inf.  Gent. 
Co. 

Oleum  Limonis. 

The  pale  yellow,  fragrant,  volatile  oil  obtained  by  mechanical 
means  from  the  fresh  lemon  peel. 

Dose— 1 to  4 minims,  but  chiefly  used  for  flavouring. 

Ix— Lin.  Pot.  lod.  cum  Sapone  and  Spt.  Ammon.  Ai'omat. 

Succus  Limonis.  =30  to  46  grs.  citric  acid  in  1 oz. 

The  freshly  expressed  juice  of  the  ripe  fruit  of  Citrus  Liino- 
num.  A slightly  turbid,  yellowish  liquid. 

Eefrigerant  and  Antiscorbutic.  (Page  303.) 

Dose — 5 to  2 oz. 

Syrupus  Limonis.  i of  juice  in  2. 

A yellowish  syrup,  prepared  by  infusing  fresh  lemon  peel  2 
oz.  in  boiling  lemon  juice  1 pint,  and  adding  2:j  lb.  sugar. 

Dose — 1 dram. 

Tinctura  Limonis.  oz.  to  i pint. 

A sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  fresh 
lemon  peel  24  oz.  in  proof  spirit  1 pint  for  7 days. 

Dose — 4 to  2 drams. 

LINI  FARINA  (Linseed  Meal) — Linaceas. 

Powdered  linseed.  Enters  into  all  the  poultices  except 
; yeast. 

1 Cataplasma  Lini. 

Linseed  meal  4 oz.  gradually  mixed  with  boiling  water  10  oz. 
1 Lini  Semina.  Linacem. 

The  small,  shining,  oval,  brown,  pointed  seeds  of  Linum 
usit.atissimum,  common  flax. 

Demulcent,  Emollient,  and  Nutrient.  (Page  11  1.) 

I Infusum  Lini.  LtO  gr.s.  to  lO  oz.  (2  hours). 

Prepared  by  infusing  for  two  hours  linseed  150  gir.,  dried 
liquorice  50  grs.,  boiling  w.ater  10  oz. 

Dose — 2 to  5 oz. 

Oleum  Lini  (Tflnsecd  Oil). 

The  viscid  oil  expressed  in  Britain  without  heat  from  liusccd. 
Only  used  externallj'  as  an  Emollient. 
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LITHII  CARBONAS  (Carbonate  of  Lithium)  LjCOa. 

In  a white  powder,  or  in  minute  crystalline  grains. 

Diuretic  and  Antacid;  acting  like  sodium  and  potassium. 
Dose — 3 to  6 grs.,  given  in  effervescing  water.  (Eage  114.) 

Liquor  Lithise  Effervescens.  10  grs.  to  1 pint. 

Carbonate  of  lithium  10  grs.  in  water  1 pint,  charged  at  a 
pressure  of  four  atmospheres  with  washed  carbonic  acid  gas. 
Dose— 5 to  10  oz. 

Lithii  Citras.  LaCiiHsOy,  IHaO. 

A white  crystalline  salt,  prepared  by  adding  carbonate  of 
lithium  to  a solution  of  citric  acid  till  effervescence  ceases,  and 
evaporating  and  setting  aside  for  crystals  to  form. 

Acts  like  the  carbonate. 

Dose— 5 to  10  grs.  in  solution,  freely  diluted. 

LOBELIA  (Lobelia) — Lobeliacem. 

The  dried  flowering  herb  of  Lobelia  inflata  (Indian  Tobacco), 
in  compressed  rectangular  parcels  of  angular  stems,  alternate 
toothed  hairy  leaves  and  inflated  fruits.  (Page  415.) 

Tinctura  Lobelise.  H oz.  to  i pint. 

A greenish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating lobelia  2^  oz.  in  No.  40  powder,  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 
Diuretic,  Expectorant,  Emetic,  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims. 

Tinctura  Lobelias  ^Etherea.  H oz.  to  i pint. 

A green  liquid,  prepared  by  maccratinq  lobelia  2j  oz.  in 
coarse  powder  in  spirit  of  ether  1 pint  for  7 days. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims. 

LUPULUS  (Humulus  or  Hop) — Urticacem. 

The  dried  greenish-yellow  strobiles  or  membranous  cones  of 
Humulus  Lupulus,  grown  in  England. 

A Bitter  Tonic  and  feeble  Narcotic.  (Page  416.) 

*LUPULINUM  (Lupulin  or  Lupulinic  Glands). 

A granular  bright  yellow  glandular  powder,  obtained  from 
the  dried  strobiles  of  Humulus  Lupulus. 

Tonic,  Anodyne,  and  Hypnotic.  (Page  416  and  534.) 

Dose — 2 to  5 grs.,  in  pill  or  powder. 

Extractum  Lupuli. 

The  dark-brown  soft  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a 
tincture  of  hop,  making  a decoction  of  the  marc,  which  is  like* 
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wise  to  be  evaporated  ; the  spirituous  and  aqueous  extracts  to 
be  mixed,  and  the  evaporation  continued. 

Dose — 5 to  IT)  grs.,  in  pill. 

Infusum  Lupuli.  i oz.  to  10  oz.  (l  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  hop  | oz.  in  boiling  water  10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz, 

Tinctura  Lupuli.  -h  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A deep-red  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  percolating 
hop  2^  oz.  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — ^ to  2 drams. 

MAGNESIA  PONDEEOSA.  Heavy  Calcined  Magnesia. 
MgO.  Known  as  Heavy  Magnesia. 

A white  insoluble  powder,  ))repared  by  calcining  heavy  car- 
bonate of  magnesium  in  a loosely-covered  crucible. 

Antacid,  Laxative,  and  Antilithic.  (Page  -110.) 

Dose — 10  to  60  grs.  in  milk, 
llay  be  used  in  Pulvis  Rhei  Co. 

Magnesia  Levis  (Light  Calcined  Magnesia).  MgO. 

A bulky,  white,  insoluble  powder,  identical  with  the  pre- 
ceding, only  lighter,  bulk  for  bulk,  in  the  ratio  of  31^  to  1. 
Prepared  by  calcining  light  carbonate  of  magnesium. 

Dose — 10  to  GO  grs. 

In — Fulvis  Rhei  Compositus. 

Magnesii  CarbonasPonderosa.  (MgC03)j,Mg(HO)o,4HoO. 

Heavy  carbonate  of  magnesium.  It  is  a white  grauulai' 
; powder,  prepared  by  mixing  strong  hot  solutions  of  sulphate 
I of  magnesium  and  carbonate  of  sodium,  washing  and  drying 
1 the  precipitate  by  a heat  not  exceeding  212°. 

Dose — 10  to  ‘10  grs.  as  an  Antacid,  1 to  2 drs.  as  a Purgative. 
In — Liq.  Jtagnes.  Carb.  and  Trocli.  Bismutlii. 

Magnesii  Carbonas  Levis.  (MgC03):i,Mg(H0)i,4Hi0. 

Light  carbonate  of  magnesium.  A very  light,  partially 
amorphous  powder,  prepared  by  mixing  weak  cold  solutions  of 
sulphate  of  magnesium  and  carbonate  of  sodium,  boiling,  wa.sh- 
ing  the  precipitate,  and  drying  by  a heat  not  exceeding  212°. 
Dose — 10  to  GO  grs. 

Used  in  Vapor  Oloi  I’ini  Sylvestrls. 

; Liquor  Magnesii  Carbonatis.  m grs.  in  i oz. 

A colourless  lirpiid,  prepared  by  boiling  together  a solution 
of  sulphate  of  magnesium  2 oz.  in  water  10  oz.,  .and  a solution 
of  carbonate  of  sodium  2,1  oz.  in  water  10  oz.,  washing  care- 


1 


240 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


Mastich. 


fully  the  precipitated  carbonate  of  magnesium,  mixing  it  with 
distilled  water  1 pint,  and  passing  pure  carbonic  acid  gas,  at 
three  pressm'es,  through  it  till  dissolved.  Known  as  “ Fluid 
Magnesia.” 

Antacid  and  mildly  Purgative. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.;  ^ dram  for  a child  1 year  old. 

Liquor  Magnesii  Citratis.  About  15  grs.  Mag.  Cit.  in  1 oz. 

Dissolve  citric  acid  200  grs.  in  water  2 oz.,  add  carbonate  of 
magnesium  100  grs.,  filter  into  a strong  half-pint  bottle,  and 
add  syrup  of  lemons  ^ oz.,  fill  up  with  water,  and  add  bicar- 
bonate of  potassium  40  grs.,  and  cork  quickly,  tying  down  with 
wire. 

Antacid  and  Cathartic. 

Dose — 5 to  10  oz. 

Magnesii  Sulphas.  MgSOr.VH-O. 

Commonly  known  as  Epsom  salt,  in  minute,  colomless, 
rhombic  prisms ; 3 oz.  dissolve  in  about  4 oz.  water. 
Hydragogue  Purgative.  (Page  417.) 

Dose — 1 to  4 drs. 

lu  addition  to  the  Enema,  it  enters  into  Mist.  Sennaj  Co.,  1 in  5. 


Enema  Magnesii  Sulphatis.  i in  16. 

Composed  of  sulphate  of  magnesium  1 oz.,  olive  oil  1 oz., 
mucilage  of  starch  15  oz. — for  one  enema. 

MANGANESII  OXIDUM  NIGRUM  (Black  Oxide  of 
Manganese).  MnO>. 

A heavy,  black  powder,  used  in  producing  Cl.  and  KMn04. 


MANNA  (Manna)— Oleaceffi. 

A concrete  saccharine  exudation  from  transverse  incisions  - 
in  the  stems  of  cultivated  trees  of  Fraxinus  Ornus,  in  stalacti- 
form,  porous,  uneven,  dirty-white  pieces. 

Laxative  ; chiefly  used  for  chddren.  (Page  410  ) _ 

Dose— 1 dram  to  1 oz.;  10  to  20  grs.  for  a child  1 year  old. 


MARMOR  ALBUM  (White  Marble).  CaCOs. 

Crystalline  u.ative  carbonate  of_  lime,  in  hard,  white  masses. 
Used  for  producing  carbonic  acid  gas. 


MASTICHE  (Mastich)— Anacardiaccie. 

A resinous  exudation,  in  small,  irregular,  brittle,  yellow 
tears ; obtained  by  incision  from  the  stem  of  Pistacia  Lentucus. 
Chiefly  used  for  its  physical  properties  in  pill  masses. 
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MATIC^  FOLIA  (Matico  Leaves)— Piperacea3. 

The  dried,  long,  pointed  leaves,  with  a square  netvyork  of 
intersecting  veins  on  their  surface,  of  Piper  angustifolium 
(Ai-tanthe  elougata),  4 to  8 inches  long,  and  hairy. 

An  Aromatic  Stimulating  Tonic  and  local  Styptic.  (P.  419.) 
Dose — 4 to  1 dram,  in  powder. 

Infusum  Maticae.  4 oz.  to  10  oz.  (4  hour). 

Matico  leaves  4 oz.,  infused  in  boiling  water  10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  4 oz. 

MEL  (Honey). 

A viscid,  translucent,  brownish-yellow  liquid,  gradually  be- 
coming opaque  and  crystalline,  being  the  saccharine  secretion 
deposited  in  the  honeycomb  by  Apis  mellitica,  the  hive  bee. 
Demulcent  and  Laxative.  (Page  419.) 

Dose — 1 dr.  to  1 oz.  Generally  used  for  its  sweetness. 

Mel  Depuratum  (Clarified  Honey). 

Honey  strained  whilst  hot  through  wetted  flannel. 

Enters,  in  addition  to  the  following,  into  Confections  of  Pepper,  Scam- 
mony,  and  Turpentine. 

Mel  Boracis.  40  grs.  in  l oz. 

Ih-epared  by  rubbing  borax  60  grs.  with  clarified  honey  480 
grs.,  and  glycerine  30  grs.  It  is  almost  liquid,  and  resembles 
honey. 

Alterative  to  diseased  mucous  surfaces.  (Page  338.) 
Oxyinel.  4 in  5. 

A thick  syrupy  liquid,  composed  of  clarified  honey  40  oz., 
acetic  acid  .0  oz.,  water  5 oz.,  mixed  with  heat. 

Expectorant,  but  chiefly  used  as  a vehicle. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drs. 

Oxymel  Scillse  (Oxymel  of  Squill). 

An  opalescent  brownish  liqui<l,  composed  of  vinegar  of  squill 
1 pint,  clarified  honey  2 lbs.,  evaporated  till  of  the  8.G.  of  1‘32. 
Expectorant.  (Page  473.) 

Dose — 4 to  1 dr. 

MENTHzE  PIPERITA  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Peppermint). 

The  colourless  or  [jale  yellow  oil  ilistilled  in  Britain  from 
the  fresh  flowering  herb  of  Mentha  piperita  (Labiatie). 
iStimulaut,  Anlispasmodic,  and  (tarmiuative.  (Page  120.) 
Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  on  sugar,  in  jiill,  or  in  emulsion. 

It  enters  into  Pit.  Itliei  Co.,  Tr.  Clilorof.  ot  Morph.,  and  ttie  following  ; — 
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Aqua  Menthse  Piperitae.  U dr.  to  i gallon. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  oil  of  peppermint 
li  drams  with  water  gallons,  and  distilling  1 gallon. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.;  1 dram  for  a child  1 year  old. 

In — Mistura  Perri  Aromatica. 

Essentia  Menthse  Piperitae.  i in  5. 

Oil  of  peppermint  1 oz.  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit  4 oz. 
Dose— 10  to  20  minims. 


Spiritus  Menthae  Piperitae.  l in  60. 

Oil  of  peppermint  1 oz.  and  rectified  spirit  49  oz. 

Dose i to  1 di-am  ; 2 to  4 minims  for  a child  1 year  old. 

MENTHiE  VIRIDIS  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Spearmint). 

The  colourless  or  pale  yellow  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from 
the  fresh  flowering  Mentha  viridis  (Labiatse). 

Action  and  dose  similar  to  peppermint.  (Page  420.) 

Aqua  Menthae  Viridis.  4 dr.  to  1 gallon. 

A colourless  liquid,  obtained  by  mixing  oil  of  spearmmt 
drs.  and  water  H gallons,  and  distilling  1 gallon. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. ; 1 dr.  for  a child  1 year  old. 


^MENTHOL  (Peppermint  Camphor).  CioH->oO. 

A stearoptene  in  colourless  crystals,  or  in  fused  crystalline 
masses,  obtained  by  cooling  the  oil  distilled  from  Mentha 
arvensis,  vars.  piperascens,  and  glabrata ; and  of  M.  pipenta. 
A powerful  Antiseptic  and  Antineuralgic.  (Page  420.)  _ 

Dose— i to  2 grs.  in  pill ; or  externally  rubbed  on  the  skin 
as  a locarAnassthetic. 


MEZEREI  CORTEX  (Mezereon  Bark)— Thymelaceai. 

The  dried  bark,  in  tough  brown  strips  or  quilled  pieces  of 
various  lengths,  of  Daphne  Mezereum  or  of  Daphne  Laureola 
Diuretic,  Alterative,  and  externally  Vesicant.  (Page  420.) 
Dose— 10  to  15  grs.,  in  decoction.  Seldom  used. 

Enters  into  Dec.  Sarste  Co.  65  grs.  to  1 pint. 


Extractum  Mezerei  iEthereum. 

A dark-green  soft  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a strong 
tincture  of  mezereon  and  macerating  the  residue  ivith  ether, 
which  is  poured  off,  filtered,  and  evaporated. 

Enters  into  Lin.  Sinapis  Co.  8 grs.  to  1 oz. 


MICA  PANIS  (Bread  Crumb). 

The  soft  crumb  of  bread.  Enters  into  Cataplasma  Carbonis. 
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MORI  SUCCUS  (Mulberry  Juice)— Urticaceaj. 

The  purple  juice  of  the  ripe  mulberry,  Morus  nigra. 

Laxative  and  Refrigerant.  (Page  -121.) 

Syrupus  Mori.  i in  2. 

A deep-red  syrup,  prepared  by  dissolving  2^  ipg.  sugar  in  1 
pint  mulberry  juice,  and  adding  2^  oz.  spirit. 

Dose — 1 dram. 

MORPHINE  ACETAS  (Acetate  of  Morphine). 

Ci7Hu,N0a,HC.H302,3H20. 

A white  soluble  powder,  prepared  by  mixing  a solution  of 
hydrochlorate  of  morphine  with  solution  of  ammonia,  and  thus 
precipitating  pure  morphine,  which,  when  washed,  is  dissolved 
in  acetic  acid  and  water,  and  the  solution,  on  evaporation, 
yields  acetate  of  morphine.  May  be  prepared  from  pure  morphine 
Anodyne  and  Narcotic.  (Page  429.) 

Dose — ^ to  -k  gr.,  in  solution,  or  in  pill. 

Liquor  Morphinae  Acetatis.  l in  lOO. 

An  almost  colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  acetate 
of  morphine  9 grs.  in  distilled  water  12  drs.,  to  which  rectified 
spirit  4 drs.  and  dilute  acetic  acid  18  minims  have  been  added. 
Dose — 10  to  GO  minims. 

It  m.ay  also  be  prepared  by  diluting  the  following  : 

Injectio  Morphinae  Hypodermica.  l gi’.  in  10  minims, 

A clear  solution,  prepared  by  adding  solution  of  ammonia  to 
hydrochlorate  of  morphine  92  grs,  dis.solved  in  water  2 oz.,  so 
that  all  the  morphine  is  thrown  down  ; the  precipitate  is  then 
carefully  dissolved  in  water,  with  enough  acetic  acid  to  make 
a slightly  acid  solution,  which  is  to  measure  2 oz. 

Dose — by  subcutaneous  injection — 1 to  5 minims. 

Morphinae  Hydrochloras  (llj-drochlorate  of  Morphine). 
Ci7Hi,N0s,HC1,3H20. 

In  white,  fine,  silky  prisms,  obtained  by  a complicated  pro- 
cess from  opium,  of  which  the  following  is  an  outline : — 
Opium  is  thoroughly  exhausted  by  water,  and  the  solution 
concentrated.  To  this  chloride  of  calcium  is  added,  which 
produces  meconatc  of  calcium  and  hydrochlorate  of  mor[)hine 
and  the  liquid  is  evaporated  (ill  .solidification  occurs.  Out  of 
this  solid  cake  the  impure  hydrochloratc  is  wa.shcd  repeatedly 
with  hot  water,  the  solution  digested  with  animal  charcoal  to 
destroy  its  colour,  and  ])rccipitated  by  ammonia,  which  throws 
down  juirc  morphine.  This  is  washed  and  suspended  in  hot 
water,  and  hydrochloric  .acid  added  to  form  a neutral  solution 
out  of  which  the  salt  crystallises  on  cooling.  ’ 

Action,  dose,  and  strength  similar  to  the  acetate  of  morphine. 
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Liquor  Morphinse  Hydrochloratis.  l in  100. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  hydrochlorate  of 
morphine  9 grs.  in  distilled  water  12  drs.,  to  which  rectified 
spirit  4 drs.  and  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  18  minims  have  been 
added. 

Dose — 10  to  60  minims. 


*Liquor  Morphinse  Birueconatis.  U 1^0. 

A nearly  colourless  solution  of  Bimeconate  of  Morphine 
(CnHigNOs,  C,H407),  prepared  by  dissolving  9 grs.  hydro- 
chlorate of  morphine  in  water,  precipitating  with  ammonia, 
and  adding  to  the  pure  morphine  thus  thrown  down  6 grs. 
meconic  acid,  4 drs.  spirit,  and  water  14  oz. 

Action  same  as  Acetate  of  Morphine. 

Dose— 5 to  40  minims.  It  is  of  the  same  strength  as  Tr.  Opii. 


Suppositoria  Morphinse.  4 each. 

Composed  of  hydrochlorate  of  morphine  6 grs.  and  oil  of 
theobroma  174  grs.,  in  12  conieal  suppositories. 

One  to  be  used  at  a time. 

Suppositoria  Morphinse  cum  Sapone.  4 g^^. 

Composed  of  hydrochlorate  of  morphine  6 grs.,  glycerine  of 
starch  30  grs.,  curd  soap  100  grs.,  powdered  starch  q.s.  to  make 
a suitable  paste,  which  is  to  be  divided  into  12  cones. 

One  to  be  used  at  a time. 


Trochisci  Morphinse.  aV  S^'-  ™ each. 

White  lozenges,  composed  of  hydrochlorate  of  morphine  20 
OTS  tincture  of  tolu  4 oz.,  sugar  24  oz.,  powdered  gum  acacia 
1 oz’.,  water  4 oz..  mucilage  of  acacia  q.s.,  in  720  lozenges. 
Dose— 1 to  6 lozenges. 


Trochisci  Morphinse  et  Ipecacuanhse.  and  gr- 
Whitish  lozenges,  prepared  by  adding  60  grs.  of  ipecacuanha 
to  the  quantities  in  the  preceding  before  dividing. 

Dose— 1 to  6 lozenges. 


*Tinctura  Chloroformi  et  Morphinse.  (i^ee  Page  205.) 
*M0EPHIN2E  sulphas.  (CitHi  HO:,)--,  H:SOi,  5H-0. 

Colourless  silky  crystals,  obtained  as  in  the  processMor  the 
bydrochloratc  by  dilTusiiig  the  morphine  in  boiling  w.ater,  and 
adding  suliihuric  acid  to  form  a neutral  solution  from  which 

the  salt  will  crystallise.  ...  - .4. 

Dose— 4 to  4 gr.  Acts  like  the  hydrochloratc  and  acet.atc. 

1 morphine  is  coiitninccl  iii  10  ^vs.  po^Ydcled  opium. 
Bee  t.able  of  preparations  on  page  250. 


Myrrh. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


215 


MORRHU^  OLEUM  (Cod-Liver  Oil). 

The  pale-yellow  oil  extracted  from  the  fresh  hver  of  the  cod 
— Gadus  Morrhua— by  a heat  not  exceeding  ISO  . 

A Nutritive  Tonic.  (Page  121.)  _ 

]3Qse 1 to  8 drs.,  in  emulsion,  or  in  milk,  coiiee,  poitei, 

MOSCHUS  (Musk).  , ,,  , 

The  dried  secretion  from  the  preputial  follicles  of  Moschus 
mo.schiferus,  in  small,  irregular,  reddish-black  grains. 

Stimulant  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  -124.) 

Dose— 5 to  10  grs.,  in  bolus  or  emulsion. 

MYRISTICA  (Nutmeg)— Myristicacem. 

The  oval,  furrowed  kernel  of  the  seed  of  Mj^ristica  fiagians 
(M.  officinalis)  ; the  transverse  section  has  a marbled  appear- 
ance. 

Aromatic,  Carminative,  and  Narcotic.  (Page  -12-1.) 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs.,  in  powder  in  milk. 

In  aaaition  to  the  following,  Nutmeg  enter.s  into  the  composition  of  Pulv. 
Catechu  Co.,  Pulv.  Cfetic.  Arom.,  Spt.  Armoracim  Co.,  and  Tmct.  Lavand.  Co. 

Oleum  Myristicae  {Volat'de  Oil  of  Nutmeg). 

The  pale-yellow  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from  nutmeg. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  on  sugar. 

Enters  into  Pil.  Aloes  Socot.,  ,Spt.  Ammon.  Ai'omat.,  and  Spt.  Myristicre. 

Oleum  Myristicse  Expressum  (Expressed  Oil  of  Nutmeg). 

A concrete,  yellow,  soft  solid,  obtained  by  expression  and 
heat  from  nutmeg. 

Enters  into  the  composition  of  Emp.  Calofaciens,  and  Enip.  Picis. 

Spiritus  Myristicae.  1 in  50. 

Volatile  oil  of  nutmeg  1 oz.  and  rectified  spirit  49  oz. 

Dose  — ^ to  1 dram. 

Enters  into  Jlistura  Ferri  Composita. 

MYRRHA  (Myrrh)— Amyridacem. 

A gum-resinous  exudation,  in  irregul.ar  l)rownish-ycllow  or 
red  tears  or  masses,  from  the  stem  of  llalsamoileudron  Mju'rh.a. 
A Stimulating  Tonic  and  Expcctoi-ant.  (I’agc  421.) 

Dose — 1(1  to  :10  grs..  in  p(nvder. 

Enters  into  Dec.  Aloes  Co.,  Jlist.  Ferri.  Co.,  Pil.  Aloo.s  ct  Myrrha',  AsaCm- 
tiila;  Co., and  Pil.  Rliei.  Co. 

Tinctura  Myrrhae.  -1  ■ l»'it. 

A p.'ilc-brown  liciuiil,  i)reparcd  by  macerating  and  percolat- 
ing myrrh  2^  oz.  with  I'cctilicd  spirit  I |)inl. 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram,  in  sherry,  or  in  emulsion.  Page  .'hi. 
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NECTANDE..5i  CORTEX  (Bebeeru  Bark) — Lauraceae. 

In  large,  flat,  heavy,  greyish-brown  pieces,  1 to  2 feet  long, 
2 to  6 inches  broad,  and  ^ inch  thick,  from  Nectandra  Eodisei. 

Antiperiodic  and  Tonic  ; somewhat  resembling  quinine,  but 
only  used  in  the  preparation  of  Beberinm  Sulphas. 

*NITROGLYCERINI  TABELL^E  (Tablets  of  Nitro- 
glycerine). 

Tablets  of  chocolate,  each  weighing  2^  grs.,  and  containing 
gr.  jmre  nitroglycerine. 

Dose — 1-2  tablets;  action  like  Amyl.  Nitris.  (Page  424.) 

NUX  VOMICA  (Nux  Vomica)— Loganiaceae. 

The  circular,  button-shaped  seeds,  about  1 inch  in  diameter, 
covered  with  short,  satiny  hairs,  of  Strychnos  Nux  Vomica. 
Tonic,  and  Stimulant  to  the  Spinal  Cord.  (Page  425.) 

Dose — ito  S grs.,  in  powder.  It  is  the  source  of  Strychnine. 

Extractum  Nucis  Vomicae. 

A brown  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a strong  spirituous 
tincture  of  nux  vomica  till  the  resulting  extract  be  estimated 
carefully  to  contain  15  2}er  cent,  of  total  alkaloids. 

Dose — 1 to  f gr. 

Tinctura  Nucis  Vomicae.  i gr.  of  Alkaloids  in  i oz. 

A sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  133  grs. 
extract  nux  vomica  in  4 oz.  water  and  16  oz.  rectified  spirit. 
Dose — 10  to  20  minims. 

OLIViE  OLEUM  (Olive  Oil)— Oleacem. 

The  yellow  oil  expressed  from  the  ripe  fruit  of  Olea  europma. 
Dose — 2 drs.  to  1 oz.  as  a Laxative.  (Page  428.) 

In— Chartn  Epispast.,  1 Enema,  6 plasters,  4 ointments,  and  3 liniments. 

OPIUM  (Opium) — Papaveraceie. 

The  juice  inspissated  by  spontaneous  evaporation  obtained 
by  incision  from  the  unripe  capsules  of  the  poppy — Papaver 
somniferum,  grown  in  Asia  Minor — in  irregular  lumps  of  from 
^ to  2 lbs.,  enveloped  in  fragments  of  poppy  leaves,  and,  when 
fresh,  tearing  with  an  irregular,  moist,  brown  surface  ; 100  grs. 
of  the  dry  powder  should  yield  .about  10  grs.  morphine,  but 
any  opium  is  officially  permitted  ns  a source  of  alkaloids. 
Anodyne  .and  N.arcotic.  (Page  429.) 

Dose — .V  to  3 grs. 

Pulvis  Opii.  Opium  in  powder  (of  a rich  brown  colour). 

Althnn^li  it  is  not  rccopniseil  undoi"  a separate  heading,  it  ^ inserted 
here  to  remind  the  stmlciit  that  opium  cannot  be  po\vdere<l  until  it  is  first 
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thnvrmp-lilv  dried  and  that  in  drying  it  loses  water,  and  in  grinding  tlierc  is 
a further  foss  o^^^  dbrons  impirrities,  and  the  powder  ,s  stronger 

than  the  fresh  opium  by  about  i,  7 grs.  being  equal  to  8 ot  opium. 


Confectio  Opii.  1 in  40.  , ,,  • 

A soft  brown  mass,  composed  of  compound  powder  of  opium 
100  grs.  rubbed  with  syrup  300  grs. 

Anodyne,  Antispasmodic,  and  Carminative. 

Dose— 5 to  20  grs. 

Emplastrum  Opii.  i in  lO. 

A hard  brown  solid,  prepared  by  heating  resin  plaster  9 oz., 
and  adding,  by  degrees,  powdered  opium  1 oz. 

Enema  Opii.  2 tinct.  to  2 oz. 

A thick  opaque  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  tincture  of  opium 
i dr.  with  mucilage  of  starch  2 oz.  For  one  enema. 

Extractum  Opii.  1 fi'om  2 of  opium.  (20  per  cent.  Mor- 
phine). 

A dark-brown,  tough  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a 
cold  infusion  of  1 lb.  powdered  opium,  till  the  product  weighs 

i lb.  ,.11 

■ Dose — 4 to  2 grs.  It  is  much  stronger  than  powdered 

opium,  aiid  is  said  to  be  less  stimulating. 

Ix— Trochisci  Opii  oiie-teiitli  gr.  in  each,  in  Vimim  Opii  1 oz.  to  1 pint, 
and  in  the  following 

Extractum  Opii  Liquidum.  22  grs.  Extract  in  1 oz. 

A dark-brot\Ti  liquid,  consisting  of  extract  of  opium  1 oz., 
dissolved  in  distilled  water  16  oz.,  and  rectified  spirit  4 oz. 

Dose — 10  to  40  minims.  It  should  yield  about  1 per  cent, 
of  morphine. 

BSj"  Though  slightly  weaker,  this  is  regarilod  ns  the  representative  of 
Enttfey'-s  Sedative  Liquor. 

Linimentum  Opii.  1 in  2. 

An  almost  bhick  liquid,  consisting  of  equal  parts  laudanum 
and  soap  liniment. 

' Pilula  Ipecacuanhae  cum  Scilla.  1 in  2:1. 

A brown  mass,  composed  of  Dover's  powder  3 oz.,  squill  1 
oz.,  amtiioniacum  1 oz.,  treacle  q.s.,  be, aten  logclhcr. 

In  .'wldiliou  to  its  Narcotic  action,  it  is  decidedly  Expcclor.ant. 
Dose— 5 to  1 0 grs. 

Pilula  Plumbi  cum  Opio.  1 in  6. 

A browuish-bl.ack  ina.ss,  conii>oscd  of  acclatc  of  load  3G  grs., 
opium  in  powder  6 gr.s.,  and  confection  of  roses  6 gr.s. 
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Astringent  as  well  as  Narcotic.  (Should  be  made  fresh.) 
Dose—  3 to  5 grs. 

Pilula  Saponis  Composita.  i in  G. 

A light-brown  mass,  composed  of  opium  in  powder  J oz., 
hard  soap  2 oz.,  glycerine  q.s.,  beaten  together. 

Dose — 3 to  5 grs. 

Pulvis  Cretae  Aromaticus  cum  Opio.  i in  40. 

A pale-brown  powder,  composed  of  opium  j oz.  aromatic 
chalk  powder  9f  oz. 

Carminative  and  Anodyne  ; well  adapted  for  children. 

Dose — 10  to  40  grs.;  for  a child  1 year  old,  ^ to  1 gr. 

Pulvis  Ipecacuanhae  Compositus.  i in  lo. 

Dover’s  powder.  A fawn-coloured  powder,  composed  of 
ipecacuanha  and  ojuum  of  each  | oz.,  sulphate  of  potassium 
4 oz. 

Diaphoretic,  Anodyne,  and  Expectorant. 

Dose — 5 to  15  grs.,  in  pill,  or  as  a powder. 

In — Pilula  Ipecacuanha  cum  Soilla. 

Pulvis  Kino  Compositus.  i in  20. 

A dark-red  powder,  composed  of  kino  3J  oz.,  opium  oz., 
cinnamon  1 oz. 

Astringent  and  Narcotic. 

Dose — 5 to  20  grs. 

Pulvis  Opii  Compositus.  i in  10. 

A brown  powder,  composed  of  opium  1^  oz.,  black  pepper 
2 oz.,  ginger  5 oz.,  caraway  C oz.,  tragacanth  ^ oz. 

Carminative  and  Narcotic. 

Dose — 2 to  5 grs. 

In — Confeotio  Opii.  1 in  4,  or  1 of  opium  iu  40. 

Suppostoria  Plumbi  Composita.  l gr.  opium  in  each. 

Composed  of  acetate  of  lead  3 grs.,  opium  1 gr.,  oil  of 
theobroma  1 1 grs. 

Tinctura  Camphorae  Composita.  2 grs.  in  i oz. 

“ Paregoric.”  A sherry-coloured  liquid,  composed  of  powdered 
opium  40  grs.,  benzoic  acid  40  grs.,  camphor  30  grs.,  oil  of 
anise  30  minims,  ]iroof  spirit  1 pint,  macerated  for  7 days,  and 
filtered. 

Anodj'ne,  Expectorant,  and  Stimulant. 

Dose — I to  1 dram.  For  a child  1 jmarold.  4 minims.  This 
is  the  only  safe  liijuid  preparation  of  opium  for  infants. 
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Tinctura  Opii.  U oz.  to  l pint,  or  33  grs.  in  1 oz. 

A dark  reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
jxm'dcred  opium  li  oz.  in  proof  spirit  1 pint.  Commonly 
known  as  Laudanum.  Contains  3’3  grs.  morphine  in  1 oz. 

It  should  be  carefully  noted  that  by  ordering  iwivdcred 
opium  in  the  Tinctures,  the  new  B.P.  has  raised  the  strength 
of  these  preparations.  Formerly  opium  in  “ coarxe  ” powder 
was  ordered,  and  this  did  not  practically  mean  that  thorough 
drying  of  the  crude  drug  which  is  essentially  nccessaiy  to  pro- 
duce Pulvis  Opii.  Hence  the  percentage  is  slightly  raised. 
Hose — .5  to  40  minims. 

Narcotic  and  Anodyne. 

In — Enema  Opii  and  Linimentiim  Opii. 

Tinctura  Opii  Ammoniata.  100  grs.  to  1 pint.  5 grs.  in 
1 oz. 

A dark  reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
jiowdcrcd  opium  100  grs.,  saffron  and  benzoic  acid  of  each  180 
grs.,  oil  of  anise  1 dram,  in  strong  solution  of  ammonia  4 oz. 
and  rectified  spirit  IG  oz.  Known  as  Scotch  Paregoric. 

A stimulating  Anodyne  and  Expectorant. 

Dose — 4 to  1 dram,  freely  diluted. 

Trochisci  Opii.  tu  S^'-  e-xtract  in  each. 

Brown  lozenges,  composed  of  extract  of  opium  72  grs., 
tincture  of  tolu  4 oz.,  sug.ar  IG  oz.,  gum  .acacia  2 oz.,  cxtr.act  of 
liquorice  6 oz.,  distilled  water  cps.,  divided  into  720  lozenges. 
Narcotic  and  Anodyne. 

Dose — 1 to  G lozenges. 

Unguentum  Gallas  cum  Opio.  32  grs.  to  l oz.,  or  l in  ML 

A brown  ointment,  prep.arcd  by  rubbing  up  powdered  opium 
32  grs.  with  ointment  of  galls  1 oz. 

A sootinng  Anodyne  to  painful  luemorrhoids. 

Vinum  Opii.  22  grains  of  cxtr.act  in  1 oz. 

A brown  lirpiid,  prepared  by  macerating  for  7 days,  cxtr.act 
of  oin'um  I oz.,  cinnamon  and  cloves  of  each  77)  grs..  in  slicrry 
1 pint — .same  strength  .as  the  Iluid  extract. 

Anoilync.  Sometimes  used  locally  in  ophthalmia. 

1 )osc — It)  to  'll)  minims. 

If. >5*  Tlie  Ijmwii  anil  heavy  ppouliar  xmrll  of  tlio  ) irc’ para t ions  coii- 

tniniriK  onulo  opium  (listiiiKuisli  Uio  majority  of  lliciu  from  most  liariulos!- 
or  inert  iiraparalions.  ’J'lio  stuil(?Ml,  slmuhi  remomher  tliat  tliis  remark  lioi's 
not  apply  to  tin!  iriore  iioworfiil  pri'iiarutioiis  contairiiiif'  tlio  acetatu  amt 
hyilrciclilorate  of  morpliiTic. 
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Preparations  containing  Opium,  but  under  another  name  : — 


NAME. 

MADE  WITH 

STRENGTH. 

DOSE. 

Codeina 

Morphine  liquor's. 

I to  2 grs. 

Pilula  Ipec.  cum  Scilla 

Dover’s  Powder. . 

1 in  23. 

5 to  1 0 gr. 

Pilula  Plumbi  cum  Opio 

Opium  Powdered 

1 in  8. 

3 to  5 gr. 

Pilula  Saponis  Co. 

Do.  Do. 

1 in  0. 

3 to  5 gr. 

Pulvls  Cretae  Aromat. 

Do.  Do. 

1 in  40. 

10  to  40  gr. 

cum  Opio 

Pulvis  Ipecac.  Co. 

Do.  Do. 

1 in  10. 

5 to  15  gr. 

Pulv.  Kino  Co 

Do.  Do. 

1 in  20. 

5 to  20  gr. 

Suppositoria  Plumbi.. 

Do.  Do. 

1 gr.  in  each. 

1 for  a dose. 

Composita. 

Tinct.  Campborae  Co. . . 

Opium  Powdered. 

2 gr.  to  1 oz. 

J to  1 dr. 

Ungt.  Gallae  cum  Opio 

Opium  Powdered. 

32  gr.  to  1 oz. 

MORPHINE. 

Thotiffh  Apomorphine  is  entirely  different  from  Morphine,  it  is  included 

here  for  the  convenience  of  the  student. 

Apomorphinae  Hydroch  Morphine  or  Co- 

to  T gr- 

deine 

. . 

Injec.  Apomopb.  Hypo.  Hydrochi.  of  Apo- 

1 in  50. 

2 to  8 min. 

1 morphine 

Morpbinae  Acetas 

1 gr'aiu  will  produce 

6 to  S grs. 

as  mrrch  effect  as 

opium. 

4 to  i gr. 

Liq.  Morpbinae  Acet.  . 

Acetate 

1 in  100. 

10  to  60  min. 

Injectio  Morpbinae  Hy- 

1 to  6 min. 

poderm. 

Hydrochlorate 

1 gr'.  in  10  nr 

Morpb.  Hydrocbl. 

1 grairr  will  produce 

C to  8 gr-s. 

i to  i ffr- 

as  much  effect  as 

opium. 

Liq.  Morp.  Hydrocblor.  Hydrochi  orate  . . 

1 in  100. 

10  to  GO  min. 

Suppositoria  Morpbinae  Hydrochlornte  . . 

J gr.  in  each 

1 for  a dose. 

Do.  cum  Sapone  • 

Hydiochlorate 

A gr.in  each 

Do. 

Tr.  Cblorof.  et  Morpb. 

Hydrochlorate 

1 1 gr.  in  1 oz 

5 to  10  inin. 

Trocbisci  Morpb. 

Hydrochlorate 

1-3G  gr.in  ca 

1 to  G. 

Do.  et  Ipecac.  . 

1 [ydrochloratc 

'1-3G  gr.inea 

1 to  6. 

Morpbinae  Sulphas  . 

4 gr.  will  produce  as 

6 to  8 grs. 

i to  J gr. 

1 much  effect  as  . . 

Opium, 

Liq.  Morpb.  Bimec 

Hydrochlornte 

1 

Ij  in  100. 

6 to  40  mins. 
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PREPAEATIOXS  BEARING  THE  NAME  OF  “OPII.” 


1 PllEPAIlATIOX. 

MADE  ^YIT^ 

HTIlENGTn. 

DOSE. 

1 Confectio 

1 

The  Compomid  Powder  of 
Opium 

1 in  40 

5 to  2J  ers 

Emplastrum  .. 

Opium  in  fine  powder 

1 in  10 

Enema 

Tincture  of  Opium 

J dr.  to  2 oz. 

2 oz. 

Extractum 

Opium  in  thin  slices 

J stronger 
than  opium 

1 gr.  to  2 grs. 

1 Extractum  Li- 

Extract  of  Opium  . . 

22  gr.  to  1 oz. 

10  to  40  m. 

quidum 

Linimentum  . . 

Tincture  of  Opium 

1 in  2 

Pulvis  Composi- 

Opium  in  powder 

1 in  10 

2 to  5 gi-s. 

tus 

j Tinctura 

Do.  in  powder 

33gr.  to  1 oz. 

5 to  40  m. 

Tinct.  Ammon. 

Do.  Do. 

5 gr.  to  1 oz. 

i to  1 dr. 

Trochisci 

Extract  of  Opium 

1-10  gr.  each 

1 to  G. 

Vinum  .. 

Extract  of  Opium 

22  gr.  to  1 oz. 

10  to  40  m. 

OS  USTUM  (Bone  Ash). 

The  residue  of  bones  which  have  been  burned  to  a white  ash 
in  contact  with  air,  consisting  of  phosphate  of  calcium,  with 
10  per  cent,  carbonate  of  calcium  and  a little  fluoride  of  cal- 
cium, silica,  and  phosphate  of  magnesium. 

Useil  in  tlie  preiJiWntiou  of  the  phospljntes  of  sodium  and  calcium. 

OVI  ALBUMEN  (Egg  Albumen'). 

The  liquid  white  of  the  egg  of  Gallus  Bankiva. 

OVI  VITELLUS  (Yolk  of  Egg). 

Of  Gallus  Bankiva.  The  common  hen. 

Enters  into  Mistura  Spiritus  Vini  flallici. 

OXYMEL  and  OXYMEL  SCILLiE.  (!^oc  under  5Icl  and 
bcilla). 

PAPAVERIS  CAPSULAl  (Toppy  Oap.sulcs) — I’ap.avcrncca:. 

The  large,  globular,  crowned,  dried,  lumrly  ripe  capsules  of 
the  white  pop[)y,  I’apavcr  soninifcn'um.  Grown  in  Brilnin. 
Anoilyne  and  Narcotic  ; resembling  opium.  (Page  lill.) 

Decoctum  Papaveri.g.  2oz.  (o  i jhiii. 

I’rp|iarcd  by  boiling  poppy  capsules  2 oz.  in  distilled  wafer 
H liint  for  ten  minutes,  and  making  the  strained  jn-oduct 
measure  one  ]iint. 

IJ.scd  as  an  Anodyne  a]qilication  to  [)ainfnl  parts. 


262 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


Pareira. 


Extractum  Papaveris. 

A brownisli-black  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  1 gallon 
of  an  infusion  of  the  seedless  capsules  (made  by  displacement) 
to  1 pint,  and  adding  2 oz.  rectified  spirit,  filtering,  and  con- 
tinuing the  evaporation  till  a proper  consistence  is  reached. 

Dose — 2 to  5 grs.,  in  pill. 


Syrupus  Papaveris.  i in  2^. 

A dark-brown  syrup,  prepared  by  exhausting  36  oz.  of  bruised 
seedless  poppy  capsules  with  2 gallons  of  boiling  distilled 
■water,  reducing  the  infusion  to  3 pints  by  evaporation  on  a 
•u'ater-bath,  and  adding  16  oz.  rectified  spirit  when  cold  ; this 
liquid,  after  settling,  is  filtered,  and  the  spirit  distilled  off  till 
2 pints  are  left  behind,  in  which  4 lbs.  sugar  are  to  be  dissolved. 

Anodyne  and  Narcotic. 

Dose — 1 dram  ; should  not  be  given  to  very  young  children. 


^PARAFFINUM  DURUM  (Hard  Paraflin.) 

A colourless,  translucent,  -waxy-looking  substance,  melting 
between  110°  and  145°  F.,  being  a mixture  of  several  of  the 
harder  members  of  the  paraffin  series  of  hydrocarbons  ; ob- 
tained by  distillation  from  shale,  and  purified  after  separation 
of  the  liquid  oils  by  refrigeration. 

Used  as  a basis  for  ointments,  into  9 of  which  it  enters. 


*PARAFFINUM  MOLLE  (Soft  Paraffin,  or  Vaseline). 

A white  or  yellowish,  translucent,  semi-solid  mixture  of 
some  of  the  softer  or  more  fluid  members  of  the  paraflin  series 
of  hydrocarbons ; usually  obtained  by  purifying  the  less  volatile 
portions  of  petroleum,  and  known  in  commerce  by  various 
fanciful  names. 

Externally — Emollient  and  Protective  ; used  as  a basis  for 
ointments,  into  11  of  which  it  enters.  (Page  434.) 


PAREIR.®  RADIX  (Pareira  Root)— Menispermacem. 

The  dried  root  of  Chondrodendron  tomentosum,  in  long, 
cylindrical  pieces,  from  i to  3 inches  thick,  showing  on  cross 
section  medullary  rays  and  concentric  rings.  Called  Parena 

Brava.  (Page  434.)  _ , , j i 

Diuretic,  and  Anodyne  to  the  mucous  lining  of  the  bladder. 


Decoctnm  Pareirae.  i i oz.  to  i pint. 

I’rcparcd  by  boiling  pareira  root,  in  No.  20  powder,  ij  oz.  in 
distilled  water,  1 pint  for  15  minutes,  and  making  the  str.ainea 
product  to  measure  1 iiint. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 
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Extractum  Pareirae. 

A brownish-black  extract,  prepared  by  exhausting  pareira 
root  with  boiling  water  and  evaporating  the  liquid  by  a water- 
bath. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs. 

Extractum  Pareirae  Liquidum.  1 iu  I of  Extract. 

A black  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  4 parts  of  the  extract 
of  pareira  in  a mixture  of  1 part  of  spirit  and  3 of  water,  to 
form  16  parts  of  liquid  extract. 

Dose— i to  2 drs. 

PEPSIN  (Pepsin). 

A light,  vellowish-brown  powder,  prepared  by  pulverising 
the  pulp  (carefully  dried  under  100°  by  spreading  on  glass) 
obtained  by  scraping  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fresh  stomach 
of  the  pig,  sheep,  or  calf. 

An  artificial  Digestive.  (Page  435.) 

Dose— 2 to  5 grs.,  in  powder,  or  in  pill  with  glycerine. 

PHOSPHORUS.  P. 

A semi-transparent,  colourless,  wax-like,  solid,  non-metallic 
element,  prepared  from  bones. 

Nervine  Tonic  and  Stimulant  to  the  reproductive  centres. 
Dose— gr.,  in  pill.  (Page  436.) 

r'sed  in  the  preparation  of  Acid.  Phospli.  Dil.  and  Coucentratum. 

Oleum  Phosphoratum.  4 grs.  to  l oz.,  or  about  1 per  cent. 

A clear,  almost  colourless  oil,  phosphorescent  in  the  d.ark, 
prepared  by  heating  4 oz.  almond  oil  to  300°,  filtering  when 
cold,  .and  dissolving  in  it  .at  a temperature  of  180°  16  grs.  phos- 
phorus, with  constant  agitation. 

Dose — 5 to  10  minims — i.e.,  to  fV  gr.  of  phosphorus. 

Pilula  Phosphor!.  1 in  90,  including  soap. 

Prepared  by  rubbing  together  under  water  (at  140°)  plios- 
phorus  3 grs.,  balsam  of  tolu  120  grs.,  .and  yellow  wax  57  grs., 
till  thoroughly  incorporated.  The  mass  .should  be  kept  im- 
mersed in  cohl  water,  and  1 gr.  of  curd  soa[)  .added  to  every  2 
grs.  of  mass  immcdi.atcly  before  dispensing. 

Dose — 2 to  1 grs. — i.e.,  to  grs.  of  phosphorus. 

PHYSOSTIGMATIS  SEMEN  (Calabar  Bean)- Legumi- 
nosic. 

A large,  kidney-shaped,  brown,  dried  seed,  with  a furrow 
along  its  convc.x  margin,  of  Physo.stigina  venenosum. 

Causes  contr.action  of  the  iris  when  applied  locally. 

Dose — 1 to  4 grs.,  in  powder  or  in  pill.  (P.agc  438.) 
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Extractum  Physostigmatis. 

A dark-brown  soft  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a strong 
tincture  of  Calabar  bean  made  with  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — -Jg  to  I gr.,  in  pill. 

Used  in  making  the  following  : — 

*Physostigmina  (Physostigmine  or  Eserine).  CioHjiNsOs. 

An  alkaloid,  in  pinkish  or  colourless  crystals,  obtained  by  dis- 
solving extract  of  Calabar  bean  in  water,  adding  bicarbonate 
of  sodium,  shaking  the  mixture  with  ether,  and  evaporating 
the  ethereal  liquid.  ’ ° 

A Myotic  or  pupil  contractor. 

*Lamellae  Physostigminae  (Discs  of  Eserine  or  Physostig- 
miue.) 

Discs  of  gelatine,  with  some  glycerine,  each  weighing  about 
3L  gr.  and  containing  g^-  physostigmine. 

Used  to  cause  contraction  of  the  pupil. 

^PILOCAKPIN^  NITRAS  CuHnN.Oo.HNOs. 

Nitrate  of  Pilocarpine.  An  alkaloid,  obtained  from  extract 
of  jaborandi  by  agitation  with  chloroform  and  a little  alkali, 
evaporating,  neutralising  with  nitric  acid  and  recrystalUsing. 
In  minute  acicular  crystals,  or  as  a white  powder. 

Diuretic,  Diaphoretic,  Sialagogue,  and  Expectorant.  (P.  410.) 
Dose — 5^0  to  4-  gr.,  in  pill  or  in  solution. 

PIMENTA  (Pimento  or  Allspice) — Myrtacere. 

The  small,  round,  rough,  brown,  dried,  unripe  berries  of  the 
allspice  tree — Pimenta  officinalis  (Eugenia  Pimenta). 
Stimulant  and  Carminative.  (Page  438.) 

Aqua  Pimentae.  14  oz.  to  1 gallon. 

A brownish  unstable  preparation,  obtained  by  mixing  all- 
spice 1 4 oz.  with  water  2 gallons,  and  distilling  oil  1 gallon. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Oleum  Pimentse. 

An  oil  (colourless  when  prepared,  but  soon  becoming  brown) 
distilled  in  Britain  from  pimento  or  allspice.  li  .f/wfe  in  ivatcr. 
Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  in  pill,  or  on  sugar,  or  in  an  emulsion. 

*PINI  SYLVESTRIS  OLEUM  (Fir- Wool  Oil)-Conifene. 

The  nearly  colourless  oil  distilled  from  the  fresh  leaves  of 
Pinus  sylvestris — the  Scotch  fir. 

Rubefacient  .and  Astringent  like  timpentine. 

*Vapor  Olei  Pini  Sylvestris.  5 minims  in  each  inhalation. 

Prepared  by  mixing  40  minims  lir-wool  oil  with  20  grs.  light 
carbonate  of  magnesium  and  adding  water  to  1 oz.  Of  this 
1 dr.  is  put  into  a suitable  apparatus  with  ^ pint  of  cold  and 
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i pint  of  boiling  water,  and  air  passed  through  which  may  be 
afterwards  inhaled. 

PIPER  NIGRUM  (Black  Pepper)— Piperacem. 

The  small,  round,  wrinkled,  brownish-black,  dried,  unripe 
berries  of  Piper  nigrum. 

Aromatic,  Stimulant,  and  Carminative.  (Page  439.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  grs.,  in  powder. 

It  enters  into  Confect.  Opii.,  Pulv.  Opii  Co.,  ami  the  followmg 

Confectio  Piperis.  l in  10. 

An  almost  black  paste,  prepared  by  mixing  black  pepper  2 
oz.,  caraway  fruit  3 oz.,  with  honey,  15  oz.  Resembles  and  is 
sometimes  called  Ward’s  paste,  and  is  in  repute  as  an  internal 
remedy  for  haemorrhoids. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

PIX  BURGUNDICA  (Burgundy  Pitch) — From  Coniferae. 

A hard,  brittle,  yellow  solid,  being  a resinous  exudation  from 
the  stem  of  Pinus  Picea  (P.  Abies ; A.  excelsa)  melted  and 
strained.  Seldom  used  except  to  impart  solidity  and  Rubefa- 
cient qualities  to  plasters.  (Page  440.) 

It  enters  into  Emplastrnm  Ferri  and  the  following  : — 

Emplastrum  Picis.  i in  2. 

A yellow  solid,  composed  of  Burgundy  pitch  2G  oz.,  frankin- 
cense 13  oz.,  resin  and  yellow  wax  of  each  4i  oz.,  expressed  oil 
of  nutmeg  1 oz.,  olive  oil  and  water  of  each  2 oz.,  melted,  and 
evaporated  with  constant  stirring. 

A Rubefacient  and  Stimulating  plaster. 

PIX  LIQUIDA  (Tar)— From  Coniferie. 

A brownish-black,  thick,  viscid,  bituminous  liquid,  obtained 
by  destructive  distillation  fi’om  the  wood  of  Pinus  sylvestris 
and  other  pines. 

Expectorant.  A Stimulating  application  (when  diluted  with 
wax,  &c.)  to  chronic  scaly  skin  atfections.  (Page  410.) 

Unguentum  Picis  Liquidse.  5 in  7. 

A black  ointment,  prepared  by  melting  yellow  wax  2 oz., 
and  adding  tar  5 oz.,  and  stirring  while  the  mixture  cools. 

PLUMBI  ACETAS  (Acetate  of  Lead).  PbCC.HsOjLSHjO. 

In  white,  crystalline,  slightly  efflorescent  masses,  obtained 
by  dissolving  oxide  of  lead  24  oz.  in  acetic  acid  2 pints  .and 
I distilled  water  1 pint,  with  the  aid  of  a gentle  heat,  filtering, 
' evaporating,  and  setting  .aside  till  crystallisation  takes  place  ; 
known  .as  “sugar  of  lead.”  ’ 
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Sedative  and  Astringent.  Used  in  internal  hremorrhages. 
Dose — 1 to  4 grs.,  in  solution  or  in  pill.  (Page  441.) 

As  this  salt  forms  insoluble  precipitates,  it  should  not  i:e  ordered  with 
iodides,  sulphates,  or  tannates.  Used  in  the  preparation  of  Strychnine. 


*Glycerinuni  Plumbi  Subacetatis.  i in  6 by  weight. 

Prepared  by  boiling,  filtering,  and  evaporating  5 oz.  acetate 
of  lead,  34  oz.  oxide  of  lead,  1 pint  glycerine,  12  oz.  water. 
Astringent  and  local  Sedative. 

’*‘Unguentum  Glycerini  Plumbi  Subacetatis, 

See  table  on  the  following  page. 


Pilula  Plumbi  cum  Opio.  6 of  lead  and  4 of  opium  in  4. 

Prepared  by  beating  into  a mass  acetate  of  lead  36  grs., 
opium  6 grs.,  confection  of  roses  6 grs. 

Sedative,  Narcotic,  and  Astringent. 

Dose — 3 to  5 grs. 

Suppositoria  Plumbi  Composita.  3 grs.  in  each. 

Prepared  by  mixing  acetate  of  lead  36  grs.,  opium  12  grs., 
oil  of  theobroma  132  grs.,  and  dividing  into  12  cones. 

Anodyne  and  Astringent.  Each  contains  1 gr.  opium. 

Unguentum  Plumbi  Acetatis.  See  table  on  page  257. 

Liquor  Plumbi  Subacetatis.  24  per  cent  of  Pb  .OCCjH  '.Oj).. 

A colourless  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead  in  water,  prepared 
by  boiling  aeetate  of  lead  5 oz.  with  oxide  of  lead  34  oz.  in 
distilled  water  1 pint.  It  is  called  Goulard’s  Extract. 
Powerfully  Astringent,  but  only  used  diluted. 

Liquor  Plumbi  Subacetatis  Dilutus,  2 drs  to  i pint. 

A colourless  liquid,  often  called  Goulard’s  Water,  prepared 
by  mixing  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead  and  rectified  spirit 
of  each  2 drs.  with  distilled  water  194  oz. 

An  Astringent  and  local  Sedative. 


Plumbi  Carbonas-  2PbC03  & PbOHjO. 

A soft,  heavy,  white  powder,  known  as  “ white  lead,  of 
somewhat  variable  composition;  not  used  internally;  exter- 
nally, mildly  Astringent  and  Sedative. 

Used  in  making  Liquor  Gutta  Percha.  , 

For  the  Ointment  of  Carbonate  of  Lead  see  the  table. 


Plumbi  lodidum.  Pbl.. 

A bright  yellow  crystalline  powder,  prepared  by  mixing 
solutions  of  equal  quantities  of  nitrate  of 
potassium,  collecting,  washing,  and  drying  the  precipitate. 
Resolvent  and  Anti  parasitic. 


Plumbi. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


257 


Emplastrum  Plumbi  lodidi.  l in  10. 

A bright  yellow  solid,  composed  of  iodide  of  lead  2 oz.,  lead 
plaster  1 lb.,  and  resin  2 oz. 

Alterative  and  Resolvent  to  chronic  enlargements. 

For  the  Ointment  of  Iodide  of  Lead  see  the  table. 

Plumbi  Nitras.  PbCNOs)^' 

In  colourless,  opaque,  octahedral  crystals,  prepared  by  dis- 
solving lead  or  litharge  in  nitric  acid,  and  evaporating. 

Used  only  to  make  the  iodide. 

Plumbi  Oxidum.  PbO. 

A heavy  powder,  in  brick-red  scales,  obtained  by  roasting 
lead  in  a current  of  air  ; commonly  known  as  Litharge. 

tTsed  in  making  Empl.  Saponis  Fnscum,  Liq.  Plumbi  Subacetatis,  Plumbi 
Acet.as,  Glycerinum  Plumbi  Subacetatis,  and  the  following  : — 

Emplastrum  Plumbi  (Diachylon  or  Litharge  Plaster). 

A pale-yellow  solid,  consisting  of  oleate,  palmitate,  and 
stearate  of  lead,  and  a little  glycerine  ; it  is,  chemically  speak- 
ing, a soaj).  It  is  prepared  by  boiling  in  a steam  bath  litharge 
(oxide  of  lead)  5 lbs.,  olive  oil  10  lbs.,  .and  water  5 lbs.,  for  4 
or  5 hours,  till  a proper  consistence  is  obtained. 

A supporting  Sedative  and  Protective  application. 

It  enters  into  10  plnster.s  either  as  lead  or  resin  plaster. 
eS?”  The  student  shoulil  remember  that  of  the  14  officifil  plasters,  11  con- 
tain lead.  The  e.vceptions  are— E.  Ammon,  c.  Hydr.arg.,  E.  Caiitharidis  and 
E.  Picis. 

The  following  five  plasters  are  often  grouped  together  as  the  “Le.ad 
Platers  — Plumbi,  Plumlii  lodidi,  Eesina;,  Saponis,  and  Saponis  Fuscum. 

The  lead  is  in  the  form  of  oleate,  palmitate  and  stearate,  but  chiefly  ns 
oleate.  E.  Saponis  Puscum  contains  some  acetate  of  lead. 


OINTMENTS  OF  LEAD. 


UNGUENTU5I. 

COMPOSITION. 

COLOUR. 

Plumbi  Acetatis 
Pb(C.Jf,, 0.2)2, 3UaO. 

Acetate  in  fine  powtlcr  12 
grs.,  bcnzoatcil  lard  1 oz. 

Whito,  1 in  37.). 

Plumbi  Carbonatis  .. 
2PbCOa&  PbOILO. 

Carbonate  in  fine  powiler  62 
grs.,  simple  ointment  1 oz. 

Cream,  1 in  8. 

Plumbi  lodidi  .. 

PbL. 

Iodide  in  fine  jrawder  62  grs. 
simifie  ointment  1 oz. 

Orange,  1 in  8. 

Glycerini  Plumbi  Sub- 
acetatis 
Pb.,0(C.,lt30,J.,. 

Glycerine  of  subacetato 
oz.,  soft  parallln  18  oz., 
hard  parallln  0 oz. 

Cream,  1 in  6). 
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PODOPHYLLI  RHIZOMA  (Podophyllum  Rhizome)-Ea- 
nuuculaceaj. 

The  brown,  wrinkled  and  knotted,  dry  rhizome,  about  the 
size  of  a quill,  of  Podophyllum  peltatum.  The  powder  is 
yellowish-grey.  It  is  sometimes  known  as  Mayapple  or  Man- 
drake. 

A powerful  Cathartic  and  Stimulant  to  the  liver.  (P.  4-15.) 
Dose — 10  to  20  grs.,  in  powder,  but  seldom  given  in  any 
form  but  the  resin. 

Podophylli  Resina  (Podophyllin,  or  Eesin  of  Podophyllum). 

A pale  greenish-browTi  powder,  prepared  by  pouring  a con- 
centrated spirituous  tiuctm'e  of  podophyllum  rhizome  into 
water,  when  the  resin  is  precipitated ; it  is  afterwards  washed 
and  dried. 

Dose — i to  1 gr.,  in  pill ; generally  combined  with  aloes,  &c. 

*Tinctura  Podophylli.  i gi’.  in  i dr. 

Prepared  by  dissolving  160  grs.  resin  of  podophyllum  in  1 
pint  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 15  minims  to  1 di'am. 

POTASSA  CAUSTICA  (Caustic  Potash).  KHO. 

In  hard,  white,  deliquescent  rods  or  pencils,  prepared  by 
evaporating  Liquor  Potass®  and  pouring  the  concentrated 
residue  into  moulds.  Soluble  in  ^ its  weight  of  water. 

Acts  as  a powerful  Caustic,  extracting  the  water  from  the 
tissues  and  causing  their  death.  (Page  448.) 

Is  contained  in  Liquor  Potassa;,  and  is  used  in  making  the  Permanganate. 

Liquor  Potassse.  27  grs.  Caustic  or  Hydrated  Potash  in  1 oz. 

A colourless  solution,  prepared  by  boiling  carbonate  of  pot- 
assium 1 lb.  with  slaked  lime  12  oz.  and  distilled  uater  1 
gallon,  when  carbonate  of  calcium  is  precipitated,  and  caustic 
potash  remains  in  solution. 

An  Antacid,  and  in  small  doses  a gastric  Sedative.  (P.  449.) 
Dose — 15  to  60  minims,  freely  diluted. 

U.sed  in  maldng  the  Bromide  and  Iodide  of  Potassium. 

Potassa  Sulphurata  (Sulphurated  Potash).  KjSs  & K .S.O3. 

A mixture  of  salts  of  potassium,  in  dark-green  or  liver- 
colourcd,  hard,  flat  fragments,  prepared  by  fusing  together 
carbonate  of  potassium  and  sublimed  sulpliur.  Known  as  liver 
of  sulphur.  (Page  487.) 

Autiparasitic  and  Narcotic  ; seldom  given  internally.^ 

Dose — ii  to  5 grs.,  swallowed  in  wafer-paper.  (Page  52.) 
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Unguentitm  Potassae  Sulphuratae.  30  grs.  to  l oz. 

A dirty-greenish  ointment,  prepared  by  mixing  snlphnratcd 
potash  30  grs.;  hard  paraffin  oz.,  soft  paraffin  f oz. 
Antiparasitic.  Used  in  scabies,  &;c. 

tPotassii  Acetas.  KCiHuOj. 

White,  foliaceons,  satiny,  deliquescent  masses,  prepared  by 
neutralising  carbonate  of  potassium  with  acetic  acid,  evapo- 
rating to  dryness,  and  liquefying  the  residue.  Soluble  in 
nearly  ^ its  weight  of  water. 

Diuretic  and  mildly  Cathartic.  (Page  450.) 

Dose — 10  to  60  grs.;  as  a mild  Cathartic  1 to  3 drs. 

A safe  medicine  in  the  febrile  conditions  of  infancy,  given 
in  doses  of  1 to  3 grs.  to  a child  1 year  old. 

Potassii  Bicarbonas.  KHCO3. 

Colourless,  right  rhombic,  prismatic  crystals,  obtained  by 
saturating  a strong  aqueous  solution  of  carbonate  of  potassium 
with  carbonic  acid  gas,  and  recrystallising.  Soluble  in  3 times 
its  weight  of  water. 

Antacid,  Sedative,  Diuretic  and  Autilithic.  (Page  453.) 
Dose — 10  to  40  grs.,  in  solution. 

20  grs.  are  neutralised  by  15  grs.  of  citric  or  t.artaric  acid — 
that  is,  by  J of  its  weight.  (See  under  Acid.  Citric.) 

Enters  into  Liquor  Magnesii  Citratis,  and  the  following  : — 


Liquor  Potassas  EflFervescens.  30  grs.  to  1 pint. 

1 otash  or  Kali  water,  being  a solution  of  bicarbonate  of 
potassium  30  grs.  in  1 pint  water,  into  which  carbonic  acid 
gas  IS  driven  before  corking  under  a pressure  of  4 .atmospheres 
Dose — 5 to  10  oz. 

Potassii  Bichromas  (Bichromate  of  Potassium) 
K,CrOi,CrO,). 

In  large,  red,  transparent,  four-sided  tabular  crvstaD 
Only  introduced  into  the  B.P.  for  the  preparation  of  Sodii 
\ alerianas  .and  Acid.  Chromic. 


t The  student  will  note  tlie  cliangc  in  tlio  new  nonicncl.aturo  of  tlip  notash 
and  soda  and  other  ccjinponiids  inlmdiiccd  into  the  new  I’.a  tlio  t<>nui^in 
X.-!-  I*'?"’  giving  place  to  “ii the  neuter  nouns  pota.s,sinm  (-ii)  .sodium  t iit 
„ heiug  suhstilutcd  for  pota.s.sa  (■:<•)  and  .soda  (-iu),  and  tlio  Lnulisl,  IVlni’ 
lation  potassium  and  sodium  instead  of  potasli  and  soda  tians- 
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Potassii  Bromidum.  KBr. 

Colourless  cubical  crystals,  obtained  by  adding  bromine  to 
liquor  potassse,  which  forms  a solution  of  bromide  and  bromate 
of  potassium.  This  is  evaporated  to  diyness,  and  the  residue 
fused  with  charcoal,  which  converts  the  bromate  into  bromide, 
which  is  dissolved  out  with  distilled  water,  concentrated,  and 
the  solution  aRowcd  to  deposit  crystals.  (Page  339.) 

Hypnotic  and  Sedative  to  the  nervous  system  and  larynx. 
Dose — 5 to  30  'grs.,  in  solution.  Soluble— 1 in  2 of  water. 

Potassii  Carbonis.  K2CO3.  16  per  cent.  Water  of  Crystal- 
. lisation. 

A white,  crystalline,  deliquescent  powder,  obtained  from 
commercial  pearl-ash  by  washing  with  its  own  w'cight  of  dis- 
tilled water,  and  evaporating  the  solution  so  formed  to  dryness. 
It  is  soluble  in  J of  its  weight  of  water. 

Action  and  dose  similar  to  the  Bicarbonate,  only  more  irri- 
tating and  Caustic. 

It  is  used  in  the  preparation  of 
Atropina.  Liquor  PotassaJ. 

Decoot.  Aloes  Co.  Mist.  Ferri  Co. 

Enema  Aloes.  Potassa  Sulphm-ata. 

Liquor  Arsenicalis.  Potassii  Acetas. 

Potassii  Chloras.  KClOs. 

In  colourless,  rhomboidal,  crystaUine  plates,  prepared  by 
passing  washed  chlorine  gas  (generated  by  the  action  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  on  black  oxide  of  manganese)  through  a moist 
mixture  of  carbonate  of  potas.sium  and  slaked  lime.  The  chlo- 
rinated potassium  so  formed  is  converted  into  chlorate  by 
boiling  with  water,  and  crystallises  out  on  cooling  after  eva- 
poration. 

Diuretic  and  Alterative  to  diseased  mucous  siu-faces.  (P.  Ion.) 
Dose— 10  to  30  grs.,  in  solution.  1 oz.  is  easily  dissolved  in 
1 pint  water. 

It  is  used  in  the  jn-epamtion  of  Potassii  Perm.ang.anas,  and 

Trochisci  Potassii  Chloratis.  o grs.  in  each. 

White  lozenges,  consisting  of  chlorate  of  potassium  3,600  grs., 
sugar  2o  oz.,  gum  acacia  1 oz.,  mucilage  of  gum  acacia  2 oz., 
distilled  water  1 oz.,  divided  into  720  lozenges. 

Dose — 1 to  6 lozenges. 

Potassii  Citras.  KaCifloOp 

A white  gr.anulnr  powder,  prepared  by  neutralising  a solution 
of  citric  acid  witli  carbonate  of  potassium,  filtering,  and  evapo- 
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ratinEj  to  dryness  with  constant  stirring  till  the  salt  granulates. 
A pleasant  Refrigerant,  Diaphoretic,  and  mild  Laxative. 
Dose— 20  to  60  grs.  in  water  (in  which  it  is  very  soluble). 

*Potassii  Cyanidum.  KCN. 

In  white,  opaque  deliquescent  masses  or  plates  having  the 
odour  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  prepared  by  heating  ferrocyanide 
of  potassium  at  a red  heat  until  gas  ceases  to  be  evolved, 
and  pouring  off  the  clear  liquid  after  the  sediment  subsides  in 
the  molten  mass. 

It  is  a dangerous  poison.  Introduced  into  the  P.B.  to  purify 
Bismuth. 


Potassii  Ferro  cyanidum  or  (Potassii  Prussias  Flava) 
K,FeC.;Nc.3H,0. 

Large,  transparent,  yellow  crystals,  obtained  by  fusing  refuse 
animal  substances  with  carbonate  of  potassium  in  an  iron  pot, 
lixiviating  the  crude  product  with  water,  and  purifying  the 
salt  by  crystallisation. 


Useil  only  in  the  preparation  of  Acidnm  Hyclrocyanicum  tUliituin  and  EdsT. 

Potassii  lodidum.  KI. 


Colourless  cubical  crystals,  obtained  by  adding  iodine  to 
liquor  potassfc,  which  forms  a solution  of  iodide  and  iodate. 
This  is  evaporated  to  dryness,  the  residue  pulverised,  mixed 
with  charcoal,  and  fused,  ,and  the  product  dissolved  in  distilled 
water,  from  which  it  is  crystallised  by  evaporation. 

Alterative  and  Resolvent  in  syphilis  and  scrofula.  (P.  106.) 

Dose — 2 to  20  grs.  in  jrill  or  solution.  Soluble  in  less  than 
its  own  weight  of  water. 

Tire  following  preparations  contain  this  salt  in  the  following  quantities 
per  1 <iz. : — 


Liniment.  loili  22  gr.s. 

Lin.  I’ot.  lod.  cum  Sapono  .OtJ  grs. 
Liquor  lodi  33  gm. 


Tinctnra  Todi  11  gi-s. 
Unguent.  loili  IG  grs.  nearly 
Ungnent.  I’uUissii  lod.  .'iO  gr.s. 


Linimentum  Potassii  lodidi  cum  Sapone.  i in  lO  byW. 

A crcani-like  substance,  prepared  l)y  dissolving  2 o/,.  curd 
soap  in  1 oz.  glycerine  and  10  o/,.  water  on  a walcr-balh,  .and 
triturating  tlie  solution  with  1 ,1  oz.  iodide  of  potassium  .and 
adding  1 dr.  of  oil  of  Jemou. 

.‘\Iterativo  and  Resolvent,  and  does  not  slain  the  skin. 


Unguentum  Potassii  lodidi.  r>()  grs.  in  l oz.,  or  l in  8,5. 

A while  (jintmeiit,  jiroiiared  by  dis.solving  it)didc  of  potas- 
sium til  grs.  and  caiLonate  of  potassium  1 grs.  in  distilled 
water  1 dram,  and  adding  bcnzoalcd  lard  1 oz. 

Acts  similarly  to  the  liniment. 
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Potassii  Nitras.  KNOs- 

In  long,  striated,  prismatic  crystals,  or  white  crystalline 
masses,  being  nitrate  of  potassium  of  commerce,  purified,  if 
necessary,  by  crystallisation  from  solution  in  distilled  water — 
commonly  called  nitre  or  saltpetre.  Soluble  1 in  4 of  water. 
Diuretic,  Diaphoretic,  and  Sedative.  (Page  457.) 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs.,  in  solution. 

In — Ai-genti  et  Potassii  Nitras. 

Potassii  Permanganas.  KMnOi. 

Dark-purple,  slender,  prismatic  crystals,  prepared  by  evapo- 
rating to  dryness  on  a sand-bath  a solution  of  caustic  potash, 
to  which  black  oxide  of  manganese  and  chlorate  of  potassium 
have  been  added ; the  resulting  green  mass  of  manganate  of 
potassium  is  fused,  boiled  in  water  and  saturated  with  car- 
bonic acid,  and  concentrated,  crystals  of  permanganate  of  pot- 
assium form  in  it,  which  are  purified  by  recrystallisation  and 
dried. 

Caustic,  Antiseptic,  and  Deodorant.  (Page  458.) 

As  it  destroys  all  organic  substances  and  decomposes  most 
inorganic,  it  should  be  given  only  in  water  (in  16  or  18  parts 
of  which  it  is  soluble),  or  in  pill  with  Kaolin.  (Page  54.) 

Liquor  Potassii  Permanganatis,  i in  lOO. 

A deep-purple  liquid,  half  the  strength  of  Condy’s  fluid, 
prepared  by  dissolving  permanganate  of  potassium  88  grs.  in 
distilled  water  20  oz. 

Dose — 2 to  4 drs.,  in  distilled  Avater. 

Potassii  Sulphas.  KjSOi. 

In  colourless,  very  hard,  six-sided  prisms,  terminated  by  six- 
sided  pyramids. 

A mild  Cathartic.  (Page  459.) 

Dose — 60  grs.  (which  are  soluble  in  H oz.  of  water). 

IN— Pil.  Colocyntli.  Co.  and  Tnlv.  Ipecac.  Co.,  and  their  componnds. 

Potassii  Tartras.  KaCiHiOo.HiO. 

Small,  colourless,  prismatic  crystals,  prepared  from_  cream 
of  tartar  by  neutralising  it  with  carbonate  of  potassium  in 
solution,  concentrating,  and  drying  the  crystals  which  form. 

A mild  Ilydragoguc  Cathartic  and  Diuretic.  (Page  450.) 
Do.se — 60  gra.^to  4 oz.,  in  solution.  Dissolves  in  its  own 
weight  of  water. 

Potassii  Tartras  Acida.  KHCiHiO,!- 

Ditartratc  or  acid  tartrate  of  potassium,  or  cream  of  tartar, 
in  a gritt}',  white  poAvder,  obtained  from  the  crude  tartar  Avhich 
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is  deposited  during  the  fermentation  of  grape  juice  and  from 
the  lees  of  wine. 

A Hydragogue  Cathartic  and  Diuretic.  (Page  152.) 

Dose — 20  to  GO  grs.  As  a purgative,  i to  1 oz.  (1  pint  of 
water  only  dissolves  about  50  grs.)  It  is  elegantly  adminis- 
tered with  twice  its  bulk  of  orange  marmalade. 

Itentci'S  into  the  prep<aration  of  Tartaric  Acid,  Tartar  Emetic,  Confection 
of  Sulphur,  Compound  Jalap  Powder,  Tartrates  of  Iron,  Potassium,  and  Soda. 

PRUNUM  (Prune) — Rosaceas. 

The  oblong,  black,  shrivelled,  dried  drupe  of  Prunus  domes- 
tica.  Imported  from  the  South  of  France. 

A mild  Laxative,  entering  into  Confcctio  Senna?.  (P.  159.) 

PTEROCARPI  LIGNUM  (Leguminosa?). 

Red  Sandal-Wood.  Dense,  heavy,  dark,  reddish-brown  bil- 
lets, raspings,  or  chips  of  the  heart-wood  of  Pterocarpus  saota- 
linus.  The  powder  is  blood-red. 

Used  only  for  colouring  Tinct.  Lavandulte  Co.  (Page  159.) 

PYRETHRI  RADIX  (Pellitory  Root)-Composit£e. 

The  dried  root  of  Anacyclus  Pyrethrum,  in  pieces  about  the 
size  of  the  little  finger,  with  brown  bark  studded  with  black 
points.  Easily  recognised  by  the  prickling  sensation  when 
chewed.  (Page  159.) 

Powerful  Sialagogue,  greatly  increasing  the  flow  of  saliva. 

Tinctura  Pyrethri.  1 oz.  to  l pint. 

A dark  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and 
percolating  pellitory  root  1 oz.  with  rectified  spirit  1 pint. 

Used  locally  to  promote  the  flow  of  .saliva. 

PYROXYLIN  (Gun  Cotton). 

Resembling  cotton  wool  in  appc.araucc,  and  prepared  by 
mixing  sulphuric  and  nitric  acids  5 oz.  c.acli,  and  iiumer.sing 
cotton  wool  1 oz,  in  the  mixture  for  G minutes,  transferring  it 
to  .a.  vessel  containing  water,  in  which  it  is  to  be  thoroughly 
washed,  and  dried  in  a water  batli. 

Entcis  into  CoIIodiuni,  Colloilium  1‘doxilo,  find  Colloiliuin  Vosicans:. 

QUASSIjE  lignum  ((juassia  Wood) — Simarubaceie. 

The  yellowish-white  shavings,  chips,  or  raspings  or  large 
<lense  billets  of  Picram.'i  exeelsa  (Quassia  execlsa). 

Hitter  Tonic  without  Astriugcncy;  .and,  as  it  contains  no 
tannin,  it  c;in  be  ordered  with  iron  preparations.  (Page  IGD.) 
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Extractum  Quassiae, 

A black  extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  a cold  infusion  of 
the  wood.  (Nearly  50  times  the  strength  of  the  wood.) 

Dose— 3 to  5 grs.,  in  pill. 

Infusum  Quassise.  65  grs.  to  10  oz.— cold  Q hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  quassia  chips  55  grs.  in  cold  distiUed 
water  10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Quassiae.  f oz.  to  i pint. 

A straw-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  quassia 
chips  f oz.  in  proof  spirit  1 pint  for  7 days. 

Dose — ^ to  2 drams. 

QUERCUS  CORTEX  (Oak  Bark) — Cupuliferm. 

The  dried  bark,  with  shining  grey  epidermis  and  brown  in- 
terior, of  the  small  branches  and  young  stems  of  the  British 
Quercus  Eobur  (Q.  pedunculata).  Collected  in  spring. 
Astringent — containing  tannic  and  gallic  acids. 

Dose — ^ to  2 drs.  of  the  powder. 

Decoctum  Quercus.  oz.  to  i pint,  or  i in  16. 

Brepared  by  boiling  for  ten  minutes,  oak  bark  (bruised)  l^- 
oz.,  distilled  water  1 pint,  and  making  the  strained  product  to 
measure  a pint. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.  (Should  not  be  ordered  with  iron.) 

*QUININ^  HYDROCHLORAS.  C:!oH>4N20oHCl,2H20. 

Hydrochlorate  of  quinine.  In  crystals  slightly  larger  than 
those  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  obtained  from  the  same  source 
and  the  same  process,  the  separated  alkaloid  being  neutralised 
by  hydrochloric  acid. 

Dose,  action,  and  method  of  administration  same  as  the 
sulphate.  (Page  365.) 

Tinctura  Quininae.  160  grs.  hydrochlorate  to  1 pint. 

Hydrochlorate  of  quinine  160  grs.  dissolved  in  1 pint  tinc- 
ture of  orange-peel.  Contains  1 gr.  in  1 dram. 

Dose — 4 to  2 drams. 

QUININE  SULPHAS  ((C^oH.nN.O.PH.SOiy.lSH^O. 

Sulphate  of  quinine  in  filiform,  silky,  snow-white  crystals, 
projiared  from  various  kinds  of  powdered  Cinchona  and  Eemijia 
bark,  by  extraction  with  spirit  after  the  addition  of  lime,  or 
by  the  action  of  alkalies  on  an  acidulated  aqueous  infusion. 
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with  subsequent  neutralisation  of  the  alkaloid  by  sulphuric 
acid,  and  purification  of  the  resulting  salt.  It  should  not  con- 
tain much  more  than  5 per  cent,  of  sulphates  of  other  cinchona 
alkaloids. 

Tonic,  Antiperiodic.  and  Antipyretic.  (Page  365.) 

Dose — 1 to  10  grs.,  in  pill,  powder,  or  solution. 

Tinctura  Quininae  Ammoniata.  IGO  grs.  sulphate  to  i 

pint. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  sulphate  of 
quinine  160  grs.  in  solution  of  ammonia  2^  oz.  and  proof  spirit 
17|  oz.  Contains  1 gr.  in  1 dram. 

Dose — ^ to  2 drs.,  freely  diluted. 

Vinum  Quininae.  l gr.  in  l oz. 

A golden,  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving 
sulphate  of  quinine  20  grs.  in  orange  wine  1 pint,  to  which 
citric  acid  30  grs.  have  been  added. 

Dose — i to  1 oz. 

Ferri  et  Quininae  Citras.  6 grs.  contain  1 gr.  quinine. 
(See  under  Ferrum,  page  219.) 

RESINA  (Resin) — From  Coniferas. 

The  residue  left  after  the  distillation  of  the  oil  of  turpentine 
from  the  crude  oleo-resin  (turpentine)  of  various  species  of 
Finns,  in  translucent,  yellowish,  compact,  brittle,  shining 
masses.  (Page  461.) 

Used  chiefly  for  it-  adhesive  qualities  iu  8 piasters;  it  also  enters  into  Uugt. 
Rfsinai,  Uugt.  Tereb.,  and  Charta  Epispastioa. 

Emplastrum  Resinae,  1 in  9,V. 

A pale-yellow  solid,  prepared  by  melting  together  resin  4 
oz.,  lead  plaster  32  oz.,  and  curd  soap  2 oz. 

It  enters  into  3 pljisteiv. 

Unguentuin  Resinae.  i in  l nearly. 

A yellowish-brown,  still’  ointment,  prepared  by  melting 
together  resin  8 oz.,  yellow  wax  I oz.,  simple  ointment  16  oz? 
and  almond  oil  2 oz.  Often  called  ba.silicon  ointment.  ’ 

A good  stimul.atiug  application  to  indolent  ulcer.s. 

*RHAMNI  FRANGULAl  CORTEX  (Frangul.a  Bark) 

Rbamnaccie.  " ^ 

The  dried  bark,  rollcclcd  a!  hast  one  i/ear  hefore  use  from 
the  young  (ruidvs  and  branches  of  Rhamnus  Fr.angula, ’about 
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2V  inch  thick,  in  small  quills,  and  covered  with  a Irown,  corlty 
layer  marked  with  ivMte  lenticels. 

Laxative  and  Cathartic,  (Page  461.) 

*Extractum  Rhamni  Frangulae. 

A semi-solid  extract,  prepared  by  exhausting  a tincture  of 
frangula  bark,  and  evaporating. 

Dose — 15  to  60  grs. 

*Extractum  Rhamni  Frangulae  Liquidum.  1 in  1. 

A dark  liquid,  prepared  by  evaporating  a decoction  of  1 lb. 
frangula  bark  to  12  oz.  and  adding  4 oz.  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — 1 to  4 drams. 

*RHAMNI  PURSHIANI  CORTEX  — Rhamnacem.  (Cas- 
cara  Sagrada  or  Sacred  Bark). 

The  dried  bark  of  Rhamnus  Purshianus,  about  inch  to 
^ inch  thick,  in  quills,  covered  with  a greyish-white,  easily 
rem.ovaMe  layer,  and  spotted  with  liehens. 

Cathartic  and  Stimulant  to  the  entire  intestinal  glandular 
apparatus.  (Page  355.) 

*Extractum  Cascarse  Sagradae. 

A semi-solid  extract,  prepared  by  exhausting  cascara  sagrada 
by  percolating  with  proof  spirit  and  water,  .and  evaporating 
the  resulting  liquid. 

Dose — 2 to  8 grs.,  in  pill. 

*Extractum  Cascaras  Sagradae  Liquidum. 

An  almost  black  liquid,  prepared  by  boiling  1 lb.  of  c.ascara 
sagrada  in  distilled  w<ater  q.s.,  evaporating  the  decoction  to  12 
oz.,  and  adding  4 oz.  rectified  spirit. 

Cathartic,  Tonic,  and  Cholagogue. 

Dose — ^ to  2 drams. 


RHEI  RADIX  (Rhubarb  Root) — Polygonacem. 

The  root,  deprived  of  its  b.ark,  sliced  and  dried,  of  Rheum 
palmatum  and  R.  officinale,  and  probably  other  species,  fi’om 
China  .and  Thibet.  In  hard,  comp.act,  yellow  irregularly 
rounded  jiieces  bored  with  a hole,  with  .a  marbled  fracture 
exhibiting  starlike  spots. 

Stomachic,  Tonic,  and  Cathaidic.  (Page  461.) 

Dose— 5 to  20  grs.,  in  wafer  paper.  3 grs.  for  a child  1 jmar 
old. 
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Extractum  Rhei. 

A bro^vn  elastic  extract,  prepared  by  exhausting  rhubarb 
root  with  proof  spirit  and  water,  and  evaporating  on  a water 
bath  the  tincture  so  produced. 

Dose — 5 to  15  grs. 

Infusum  Rhei.  i oz.  to  10  oz.  (i  hour). 

oz.  rhubarb  root  sliced  infused  in  10  oz.  boiling  water. 
Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Pilula  Rhei  Composita.  1 in  1 nearly. 

Prepared  by  beating  together  rhubarb  root  3 oz.,  Socotrine 
aloes  2|  oz.,  myrrh  and  hard  soap  of  each  Id  oz.,  oil  of  pepper- 
mint Id  drs.,  glycerine  1 oz.,  treacle  3 oz. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs. 

Pulvis  Rhei  Compositus.  l in  U. 

A pale  yellow  powder,  turning  red  when  moistened,  pre- 
pared by  rubbing  together  rhubarb  root  2 oz.,  light  or  heavy 
magnesia  (>  oz..  ginger  1 oz.  Known  as  Gregory’s  Powder. 
Antacid,  Stomachic,  and  Cathartic. 

Dose — 20  to  60  grs.,  in  milk ; for  a child  1 year  old,  5 grs. 
Syrupus  Rhei.  l in  15. 

A brown  thick  liquid,  prepared  by  exhausting  2 oz.  each 
rhubarb  root  and  coriander  fruit  with  distilled  water  21  oz. 
and  rectified  spirit  8 oz.,  evaporating  to  II  oz.,  adding  21  oz. 
sugar,  and  dissolving  with  gentle  heat. 

Dose — 1 to  I drs.;  j dram  for  a child  1 year  old. 

! Tinctura  Rhei.  2 oz.  to  l pint. 

A dark-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  .and  pcrco- 
1,  lating  with  proof  spirit  1 pint,  rhubarb  root  2 oz.,  cardamoms 
5 free<l  from  their  pericarps,  coriander,  and  saffron  of  each  | oz. 
Dose — 1 to  2 drs.  as  a Stomachic;  V to  1 oz.  .as  a Purgative. 

Vinum  Rhei.  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brown  li(iuid,  prepjircd  bj'  luacvrat'nuj  rhuluirb  root  lloz. 
and  canella  bark  60  grs.  in  sherry  I pint  for  7 days. 

I Dose — 1 to  2 dr.s. 

i RHCEADOS  PETALA  (Red  Poppy  Pct.als)-Pai)aver.accm. 

The  fresh,  .scarlet -coloured  pct.als  of  Papaver  Rlueas,  from 
I British  ])lant.s. 

Sedative  and  Anodyne,  but  so  feeble  that  they  may  be  re- 
garded as  colouring  agents  mily.  (Page  163.) 
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Syrupus  Rhceados.  i in  H. 

A rich  red  syrup,  prepared  by  making  an  infusion  of  13  oz. 
fresh  red  poppy  petals  with  distilled  water  one  pint,  in  a water- 
bath,  and  in  this  dissolving  sugar  2^  lb.,  and  adding  rectified 
spirit  2^  oz. 

Dose — 1 dram. 

EiICINI  OLEUM  (Castor  Oil) — From  Euphorbiacese. 

The  viscid,  almost  odourless  and  colourless  oil  expressed 
from  the  seeds  of  Ricinus  communis. 

A Cathartic,  causing  loose  motions  without  being  Hydragogue. 
Dose — 1 dr.  to  1 oz.  For  a child  1 year  old  1 dr.  (P.  463.) 

Enters  into  Colloclium  Flexile,  Linimentum  Einapis  Co.,  and  Pil.  Hydrarg. 
Subchlor.  Co. 

ROS^  CANINE  ERUCTUS  (Hips)  — Rosaceae. 

The  shining,  ovate,  scarlet,  ripe  fruit  of  the  Dog  rose,  Rosa 
canina,  and  other  indigenous  allied  species. 

Feebly  Astringent ; chiefly  used  as  a vehicle.  (Page  465.) 

Confectio  Rosae  Caninae.  1 in  3.  (Confection  of  Hips). 

A soft  brownish  mass,  prepared  by  beating  to  a pulp  1 lb.  of 
seedless  hips,  sifting,  and  adding  twice  their  weight  of  sugar. 

^ to  4 drams  may  be  taken  for  a dose. 

ROS^  CENTIFOLI^  PETALA  (Cabbage-Rose  Petals)- 
Rosacem. 

The  fresh  fully-expanded  petals  of  the  Rosa  centifolia. 
Grown  in  Britain. 

Though  slightly  Laxative,  it  is  introduced  for  its  odour. 

Aqua  Ros«.  10  lb.  to  1 gallon,  or  1 in  1. 

The  colourless  fragrant  water  distilled  from  the  fresh  petals 
of  the  cabbage-ro.se — 10  lb.  (or  an  equiv.alent  of  the  dried 
petals  preserved  with  salt)  mixed  with  water  5 gallons,  from 
which  is  to  be  distilled  1 gallon. 

A vehicle  for  nau.seous  medicines,  and  an  agreeable  basis 
for  lotions,  gargles,  ej'ewashes,  &;c.  (Page  465.) 

Enters  into  Mist.  Fcrri  Co.  ami  Trochisci  Bismutlii. 


ROSiE  GALLICS  PETALA  (Red  Rose  Petals)— Rosacere. 

Tlie  ])nrplish-rcd,  unexpanded,  velvety  petals,  fresh  and 
dried,  of  Rosa  gallica.  Grown  in  Britain. 

Astringent ; chiefly  used  on  account  of  their  colouring. 
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Confectio  Rosse  Gallicae.  1 in  I-  {.Confection  of  Roses). 

A soft,  violet  mass,  prepared  by  beating  red  rose  petals 
1 lb.  with  sugar  3 lbs. 

Used  as  a basis  for  pill  masses. 

It  enters  into  4 pills  bearin.?  the  name  of  Aloes,  into  Carbonate  of  Iron 
pill,  Blue  pill,  and  Lead  and  Opium  pill. 

Infusum  Rosse  Acidum.  i oz.  to  10  oz.  (i  hour). 

A bright  red  liquid,  prepared  by  infu.sing  (h'ied  red  rose 
petals  I oz.  in  boiling  distilled  water  10  oz.  and  diluted  sul- 
phuric acid  1 dram. 

Dose— 1 to  2 oz.  Makes  a good  basis  for  gargles,  and  is 
mildly  Astringent. 

Syrupus  Rosae  Gallicae.  i in  17. 

A red  syrup,  prepared  from  2 oz.  dried  red  rose  petals  b.y 
making  an  infusion  with  1 pint  boiling  distilled  water  (for  2 
hours),  squeezing  through  calico,  heating  to  the  boiling  point, 
filtering,  adding  30  oz.  sugar,  and  dissolving  with  gentle  heat. 
Dose — 1 dram.  Chiefly  used  for  its  bright  red  colour. 

ROSMARINI  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Rosemary) — From  Labiataj. 

The  colourless  or  pale  yellow  oil  distilled  from  the  flowering 
tops  of  Rosmarinus  officinalis. 

Stimulant  and  externally  Rubefacient.  (Page  166.) 

Dose — 1 to  I minims,  on  sugar  or  in  pill. 

It  enters  into  Liniment.  Saponis  and  Tr.  Lavand.  Co.,  and  the  following— 

Spiritus  Rosmarini.  i in  50. 

A colourless  liquid,  consisting  of  oil  of  rosemary  1 oz.  dis- 
solved in  ‘19  oz.  rectified  spirit. 

Dose — ^ to  1 dram,  diluted. 

RUTAl  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Rue) — Rutacem. 

The  pale-yellow  oil  distilled  from  the  fresh  herb  of  Ruta 
graveolcns. 

Siimulaiit,  Antispasmodic,  Emmenagogue,  and  Rubefacient. 
Dose — 1 to  1 minims,  in  emulsion. 

SABADILLA  (Cevadilla)— .Melantbaccm. 

The  dried,  scimitar-shaped,  wrinkled,  dark-brown  shining 
seeds  of  Sehocnoeaulon  oflieinale  (Asagriea  officinalis),  icHhnut 
their  pericarps. 

A powerful  Emetic,  Cathartic,  and  Anthelmintic.  (P.  *167.) 
Dose — 3 to  5 grs.  Only  used  to  make  Vcratrinc. 
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SABINA  CACUMINA  (Savin  Tops) — Coniferse. 

The  fresh  and  dried  tops  of  J uniperus  Sabina.  Twigs  covered 
with  minute  imbricated  ieaves  in  4 rows.  Collected  in  spring 
from  British  plants.  ° 

Emmenagogue,  Anthelmintic,  Diajjhoretic.  (Page  4G8.) 
Duse — 4 to  10  grs.,  in  powder. 

Oleum  Sabinae. 

The  colourless  or  pale-yellow  oil  distilled  in  Britain  from 
fresh  savin  tops. 

Dose — 1 to  4 minims,  on  sugar  or  in  emulsion. 

Tinctura  Sabinse,  2^  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brownish  liquid,  jnepared  by  maeerating  and  percolating 
dried  savin  tops  2|-  oz.  with  proof  spirit  1 pint.  ° 

Dose — 20  minims  to  1 dram. 

Unguentum  Sabinae.  8 to  19. 

A green  ointment,  prepared  by  digesting  fresh  savin  tops  8 
oz.  in  a melted  mixture  of  yellow  wax  3 oz.  and  benzoated  lai'd 
1C  oz.  on  a water-bath,  and  expressing  thr-ough  calico. 

Used  to  keep  blistered  surfaces  from  healing. 

SACCHARUM  LACTIS  (Sugar  of  Milk).  CiiHnOio- 
In  white  cylindrical  masses  or  fragments  of  cakes,  obtained 
from  the  whey  of  milk  by  evaporation. 

Nutritive,  and  Sedative  to  the  stomach,  but  generally  used 
to  dilute  powders,  as  in  Pulvis  Elaterini  Co.  (Page  469.) 

Dose — 1 to  4 drs.  or  more,  in  water  or  milk. 

SACCCHARUM  PURIFICATUM.  CioHooOn. 

Kefined  Sugar  or  Sucrose,  in  compact  crystalline  masses. 
Demulcent,  but  chiefly  used  for  its  sweetening  properties. 

It  enters  into  all  the  syrups  and  lozenges,  most  of  tlie  confections,  some 
mixtures,  pills,  and  jwwders,  in  Ferri  Cai-b.  Saccharata,  Liq.  Calcis.  Sac.. 
Fxt.  Sarsse  Liq.,  and  Sodii  Citro-Tai-t.  Ed'ervesc. 

Syrupus.  6 lbs.  to  2^  lbs.,  or  1 in  1^. 

A thick  colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  sugar  5 lbs. 
in  distilled  water  2,^  lbs.  Its  specific  gravity  is  1-330,  which  is 
about  the  average  density  of  the  syrups. 

It  enters  into  chalk  and  creasoto  mixtures,  compound  pill  of  gamboge,  3 
syrups,  2 confections,  and  Tr.  Chlorof.  et  Morjjh. 

*SALICINUM  (Salicin).  CisHisOT-Salicacem. 

A crystalline  glucosidc,  in  small,  shining,  colourless  crystals, 
obtained  by  treating  the  bark  of  Salix  alba  and  other  species 
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of  Salix  and  of  Populus  with  hot  water,  removing  taimin  and 
colour  from  the  decoction,  evaporating,  purifying  and  recrys- 
tallisiug. 

Acte  like  Acidum  and  Sodii  Salicylas.  which  see.  (P.  310.) 
Dose — 3 to  20  grs.,  dissolved  in  1 oz.  water. 

SAMBUCI  FLOEES  (Elder  Flowers) — Caprifoliacem. 

The  small  white  flowers  in  corymbose  cymes  of  Sambucus 
nigra,  from  indigenous  plants. 

Seldom  employed,  except  as  a Cosmetic  to  remove  freckles. 

Aq.ua  Sambuci.  1 in  l (same  strength  as  Aq.  Koste). 

A colourless  water,  prepared  by  mixing  fiesh  elder  flowers 
10  lbs.  with  water  5 gallons,  and  distilling  1 gallon.  May  be 
made  with  an  equivalent  quantity  of  the  preserved  flowers. 

A fragrant  basis  for  skin  lotions. 

*SANTALI  OLEUM  (Oil  of  Sandal  wood,  or  Oleum  Santali 
Flavi) — Santalacem. 

The  thick,  pale-yellow  .aromatic  oil  distilled  from  the  wood 
of  Santalum  album. 

Diuretic  ; action  similar  to  Coj^aiba.  (Page  -1(59.) 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  in  capsules  or  emulsion. 

S ANTONIO  A (Santonica) — Compositae. 

The  pale,  greenish-brown,  smooth,  minute,  uuexpauded 
flower-heads  of  Artemisia  Maritima,  var.  Stechmanniana  (Arte- 
misia pauciflora). 

Anthelmintic.  (Page  4G9.) 

Dose— 10  to  GO  grs.,  but  generally  given  in  the  form  of 

SANTONINUM  (Santonin).  CiMixOi- 
The  active  principle  of  santonica  ; in  minute,  colourless,  flat, 
and  rhombic  prisms,  becoming  yellow  on  exposure  to  light. 
I’rcpared  by  an  intricate  process,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
outline  : — 

(u.J  Santonica  is  boiled  with  sl.akcd  lime  and  w.ater,  which 
forms  a solution  of  santonate  of  lime.  This  licpiid  is  con- 

centrated by  evaporation,  and  hydrochloric  acid  added  to 
jirccipitate  the  santonin.  ( c.J  The  precipitate,  after  w.ashing 
with  water  and  ammonia,  is  dissolved  in  boiling  spirit,  to 
which  charcoal  is  added  ; it  is  liltcred,  and  crystals  fonn  on 
cooling,  (d.)  These  crystals  are  again  dissolved  in  boiling 
spirit,  .and  allovv(!d  to  crystallise  out  on  cooling.  They  arc 
linally  dried  on  filtering  i)aper.  No  light  should  reach  the 
cr^'stals  during  the  i)rocess. 

Anlhelminlic — killing  the  round  and  thread  worm.  (P.  -199.) 
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Dose — For  an  adult,  2 to  6 grs. ; for  a child  1 year,  i to  f gr. ; 
for  a child  2 or  3 years  old,  2 grs. ; and  above  4 years"  3 grs. 

It  should,  if  possible,  always  be  given  in  a teaspoonful  of 
castor  oil,  which  gi'catly  increases  its  efficacy  and  safety. 

*Trochisci  Santonini  (i  gr.  in  each). 

White  or  yellowish-white  lozenges,  720  of  which  contain  720 
grs.  Santonin,  25  oz.  sugar,  1 oz.  gum  acacia,  2 oz.  mucilage 
of  acacia  and  water  q.s. 

SAPO  ANIMALIS  (Curd  Soap). 

The  white,  or  greyish-white,  horny,  and  brittle  soap  made 
with  soda  and  a purified  animal  fat,  consisting  principally  of 
stearin.  (Page  471.) 

Mildly  Laxative,  but  chifly  used  for  its  physical  qualities. 
IN— Emp.  Eesinte,  Saponis,  and  Saponis  Fnscnm,  Ext.  Col.  Co.  Lin.  Pot. 
lod.  C.  Sapone  Pil.  Scanunonii  Co.,  Pil.  Phosph.  and  Suppositoria  Acid 
Tannic.,  Cai-bolic,  and  Morphinte  cum  Snpone. 

Emplastrum  Saponis.  i of  soap  in  7. 

A white  solid,  prepared  by  melting  curd  soap  6 oz.,  resin  1 
oz.,  and  lead  plaster  2^  lbs.,  stii-ring  and  evaporating. 

A useful  Strapping  for  swelled  joints,  acts  mechanically. 
Enters  into  Empl.  Calefaciens. 

Emplastrum  Saponis  Fuscum  (Brotvn  Soap  Plaster).  1 in  G. 

A brownish  solid,  prepared  by  heating  oxide  of  lead  15  oz. 
with  vinegar  1 gallon  till  the  oxide  combines  with  the  acid, 
then  adding  curd  soap  10  oz.,  heating  again  till _ the  moisture 
is  evaporated,  adding  yellow  wax  12  j oz.  and  olive  oil  20  oz., 
and  evaporating  to  a proper  consistence.  It  contains  oleate 
of  lead.  (See  p.  257.) 

Sapo  Durus  (Hard  or  Wffiite  Castile  Soap). 

The  dry,  greyish-white  soap  in  appearance  resembling  curd 
soap,  but  made  with  olive  oil  and  soda.  It  is  an  oleate  of  soda. 
Antacid  and  Laxative.  (Page  471.) 

Dose— 5 to  15  grs.,  in  pill. 

Enters  into  7 pill  masses,  and 


Linimentum  Saponis.  i in  12. 

A clear,  straw-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  foi  t 
(lays  bard  soap  2 oz.,  campboi*  1 oz,,  and  oil  of  rosemarA  3 cirs., 
in  rectified  spirit  IG  oz.,  diluted  with  distilled  water  4 oz. 
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A Stimulating  application  to  bruises  and  sprains ; known  as 
“ Opodeldoc.” 

Enters  into  Linimentnm  Opii. 

Pilula  Saponis  Composita  (or  Pil.  Opii).  1 gr.  opium  in  G. 

Prepared  by  beating  together  powdered  opium  ^ oz.,  bard 
soap  2 oz.,  glycerine,  q.s. 

Narcotic.  The  name  Pil.  Saponis  Co.  is  used  to  disguise  its 
composition. 

Dose — 3 to  3 grs. 

Sapo  Mollis  (Soft  Soap). 

The  yellowish-green,  inodorous  jelly,  made  with  olive  oil 
and  potash,  being  an  oleate  of  potassium. 

Used  in  making  turpentine  liniment. 

SAE.S.5I  RADIX  (Jamaica  Sarsaparilla) — Smilacem. 

The  dried,  long,  slender,  reddish-brotra  root,  covered  with 
rootlets,  of  Smilax  otllcinaiis,  formerly  imported  from  Central 
America  by  way  of  Jamaica. 

An  Alterative,  Tonic,  and  Diaphoretic.  (Page  472.) 

Dose — i to  2 cirs.,  in  powder. 

Decoctum  Sarsae.  oz.  to  1 pint. 

Prepared  by  digesting  sarsaparilla  root  24  oz.  in  boiling  dis- 
tilled water  U pint  for  1 hour,  then  boiling  for  10  minutes,  and 
making  the  strained  product  measure  1 pint. 

Dose — 2 to  10  oz. 

Decoctum  Sarsae  Compositum.  2^  oz.  to  i pint. 

Prepared  by  digesting  for  1 hour  in  U pint  boiling  distilled 
water,  sar.s.aparilla  root  24  oz.,  sassafras,  guaiacum,  dried 
liquorice  of  each  | oz.,  mezereon  bark  4 oz.,  boiling  for  10 
minutes,  and  making  the  strained  product  measure  1 niut. 
Do.se— 2 to  10  oz. 

Extractum  Sarsae  Liquidum.  i in  i. 

A deep  coffee-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  cxhau.sting  10  oz. 
sarsaparilla  with  10  oz.  spirit  and  pressing  out  20  oz.,  macc- 
lating  tiic  marc  at  1()0°,  with  12  jiints  water,  straining,  adding 
C oz.  sugar,  cvaiiorating,  and  adding  the  20  oz.  spirituous  ex- 
tract, so  that  the  [u-oduct  mca.sures  -It)  oz. 

Dose — 2 to  1 drams. 

SASSAFRAS  RADIX  (Sassafras  Root) — Lauracem. 

The  dried,  brown,  branched  root  of  ,Sas.safr.as  oflicinalc  in 
pieces  covered  with  I'usty  brown  bark,  also  in  chips.  ’ 

H 
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Diaphoretic.  Used  only  to  flavour  Decoctiim  Sarste  Co.  P.  472. 

SCAMMONI^  EADIX  (Convolvulacea3). 

Scammony  Root.  The  dried,  hard,  tap-shaped  roots,  brown 
without,  white  within,  of  Convolvulus  Scammonia. 

A griping  Cathartic.  (Page  i72.) 

Only  used  for  making  the  following  ; — 

Scammoniae  Eesina  (Resin  of  Scammony). 

The  brownish,  translucent,  brittle,  resinous  solid,  prepared 
by  exhausting  scammony  root  with  rectified  S2iirit,  adding 
water  (which  throws  down  the  resin),  and  then  distilling  off 
the  spirit  and  drying  and  washing  the  residue.  It  may  be 
similarly  prepared  from  scammony. 

Dose — 3 to  8 grs.,  in  pill  or  powder,  or  rubbed  ujr  with  milk. 
It  enters  into  Pil.  and  Extract.  Colocynth.  Co.,  and  the  following  : — 

Confectio  Scammonii.  i in  3. 

A brownish,  soft  mass,  prepared  by  mixing  scammony  resm 
(!  oz.,  ginger  3 oz.  (both  in  fine  powder),  oil  of  caraway  2 di-s., 
oil  of  cloves  1 dram,  syrup  6 oz.,  and  honey  3 oz. 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs. 

Pilula  Scammonii  Composita.  l in  3 nearly. 

Prepared  by  dissolving  resins  of  scammony  and  jalap  of 
each  1 oz.,  curd  soap  1 oz.,  in  strong  tincture  of  ginger  1 oz.,  and 
rectified  spirit  2 oz.,  and  evaporating  to  a proper  consistence. 
An  energetic  Cathartic. 

Dose — 6 to  15  grs. 

Pulvis  Scammonii  Compositus.  i in  2. 

A brown  powder,  prepared  by  mixing  and  sifting  scammony 
resin  4 oz.,  jalap  3 oz.,  ginger  1 oz. 

An  active  Hydragogue  Cathartic. 

Dose— 10  to  20  grs.  1 to  2 grs.  for  a child  1 year  old. 

SCAMMONIUM  (ScammonjO. 

A gum  resin,  obtained  by  incising  the  livi/iff  root  of  Convol- 
vulus Scammonia,  in  ash-grey  and  rough,  cinder-like  irregular 
fragments,  with  a black,  shining,  splintery,  resinous  fracture. 
A powerful  Cathartic.  (Page  472.) 

Dose— 5 to  10  grs.,  in  powder,  pill,  or  emulsion. 

Mistura  Scammonii.  3 gi’s.  to  1 oz. 

An  emulsion  of  (!  grs.  scammony  and  2 oz.  milk. 

Dose — 1 to  3 oz.  Eor  a child  1 year  old,  1 to  2 drs. 


Scoparium. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


275 


SCILLA  (Squill  or  Sea  Ouion) — Liliacere. 

The  di'ied,  sliced,  pear-shaped  bulb  or  underground  stem  of 
Urginea  Scilla,  divested  of  its  outer  scales  ; in  dried,  yellowish- 
white,  tough,  curved,  dampish  fragments. 

Diuretic,  Expectorant,  and  Emetic.  (Page  473.) 

Dose — to  3 grs.  of  the  powder. 


Acetum  Scillae,  2^  oz.  to  l pint  nearly. 

A pale  straw-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  squill 
24  oz.  in  dilute  acetic  acid  1 pint  for  7 days. 

Dose— 15  to  40  minims  ; generally  given  as  Syr.  Scillm. 

Oxymel  Scillae. 

A thick,  opalescent,  brownish  liquid,  composed  of  vinegar 
of  squill  1 pint,  clarified  honey  2 lbs.,  mixed  and  evaporated 
till  the  density  of  1-32  is  reached. 

Dose — 4 to  1 dram  as  an  Expectorant. 

Pilula  Scillse  Composita.  i in  5. 

Prepared  by  mixing  and  beating  into  a uniform  mass  squill 
It  oz.;  ginger,  ammoniacum,  and  hard  soap,  of  each  (in  fine 
powder)  1 oz.,  treacle  2 oz.  or  q.s. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs.,  as  an  Expectorant  or  Diuretic. 

Syrupus  Scillae.  i of  squill  in  17. 

A thick  straw-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  dissolving  sugar 
24  lb.  in  vinegar  of  squill  1 pint.  ° 

Dose— 4 to  1 dram  as  an  Expectorant ; 1 oz.  as  an  Emetic, 
r 01  a child  1 year  old,  as  an  Expectorant,  5 mins.;  as  an 
Emetic,  ^ to  1 dram. 


‘'■ciii,  it  should  not  be  ordered  with  alkalies.  It  is 
E JUietinies  ordered  by  mistake  with  Spt.  Ammon.  iVi'omat. 

Tinctura  Scillae.  24  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A straw-coloured  liipiid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating bruised  squill  24  oz.  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims. 


Pilula  Ipecacuanhae  cuiu  Scilla.  ( I /dr  Iiiecacuanha.) 

It  coni  aims  I of  opium,  1 of  ipecacuanha,  3 j of  squill,  and 
•3j  ol  ammoniacura  in  234  P‘'>-i‘<'.s.  ^ ’ 

SCOPARII  CACUMINA  (llroom  Tops) — Leguminosin. 

The  fresh  and  dried  tops,  with  their  .straight,  .anmilar  ilnrl-- 
greeii,  snioolh  twigs,  of  Uytisus  scop.arius  (Sarotlianmus  sco 
pariu.s),  Iroin  indigenous  plant, s.  ' 

Diuretic;  in  largo  dose.  Cathartic.  (I>agc  l71.) 
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Decoctum  Scoparii.  l oz.  (_(lrie(l)  to  1 pint. 

Prepared  by  boiling  for  10  minutes  dried  broom  tops  1 oz.  in 
water  1 pint,  and  making  the  strained  product  measure  1 pint. 
Dose — 2 to  4 oz. 

Succus  Scoparii. 

The  brown  juice  obtained  by  bruising  fresh  broom  tops  in  a 
stone  mortar  and  adding  to  every  3 measures  of  the  fresh 
juice  1 measure  of  rectified  spirit,  setting  aside  and  filtering. 
Dose — 1 to  2 drs. 

SENEGiE  KADIX  (Senega  Eoot)— Polygalaceas. 

The  dried,  yellowish-brown,  contorted  root,  of  Polygala 
Senega,  about  the  size  of  a quill,  with  a keel  along  its  whole 
extent. 

A Stimulating  Expectorant  and  Emetic.  (Page  4io.) 

Infusum  Senegse.  ^ oz  to  ^ pint  hour.) 

Prepared  by  infusing  senega  root  in  No.  20  powder  ^ oz.,  in 
boiling  distilled  water  ^ pint. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz.  Used  as  a basis  for  cough  mixtures. 

Tinctura  Senegse.  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brown,  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
and  percolating  senega  root  2^  oz.  in  No.  40  powder  with  proof 
spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — i to  2 drs. 

SENNA  ALEXANDKINA  (Alexandrian  Senna)-Lcgu- 

minosre. 

The  greyish-green,  lanceolate,  acute  leaflets,  about  one  incji 
long,  and  unequally  divided  at  the  base,  of  Cassia  acutifolia 
(Cassia  lanceolata),  from  Alexandria.  They  should  be  carefully 
Deed  from  Argel  leaves,  which  are  bitter,  and  have  not  an  un- 
equal oblique  base. 

Cathartic.  (Page  476). 

Dose— 10  to  30  grs.,  in  powder. 

SENNA  INDICA  (Tinnivelly  Senna)— Leguminosre. 

The  green,  lanceolate,  acute  leaflets  of  Cassia  .angustifolia 
(Cassia  elongata),  from  one  to  two  inches  long,  with  imequal 
•and  oblique  base.  From  Southern  India,  and  unported  pure. 
It  is  also  called  East  Indi.an  Senna.  (E.P.  1886.) 

liny  1)0  used  instond  of  Alexondrinn  senna  (whicli  it  resembles  in  dose  and 
netiiin),  to  make  any  of  the  following  iircnarations  : 

Confectio  Sennse.  l in  11. 

A soft  blackish  mass,  composed  of  powdered  senna  7 oz., 
powdered  coriander  3 oz.,  figs  12  oz.,  tamarind  9 oz.,  cassia 
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pulp  9 oz.,  primes  6 oz.,  extract  of  liquorice  1 oz.,  sugar  30  oz., 
distilled  water  24  oz.  or  q.s.;  prepared  by  boiling  the  tigs  and 
prunes  in  the  water,  adding  the  tamarind  and  cassia,  rubbing 
the  pulp  through  a sieve,  in  this  dissolving  the  sugar  and  ex- 
tract of  liquorice  and  adding  the  powders,  making  the  weight 
up  to  75  oz.  with  distilled  water.  Called  “ Lenitive  electuary.” 
A mild  Cathartic,  and  in  smaller  doses  Laxative. 

Dose— 1 to  2 drs. 

Infusum  Sennae.  i oz.  to  10  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  senna  1 oz.,  and  ginger  28  grs.,  in 
boiling  distilled  water  10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Enters  into  Mist.  Sennie  Co. 

Mistura  Sennae  Composita.  i of  MgSOi  in  6. 

An  almost  black  liquid,  often  known  as  “ Black  draught,” 
consisting  of  sulphate  of  magnesium  4 oz.,  liquid  e.xtract  of 
liquorice  1 oz.,  tincture  of  senna  2j  oz.,  compound  tincture  of 
cardamoms  H oz.,  infusion  of  senna  15  oz. 

A valuable  "Hydragogue  Cathartic. 

Do.se — 1 to  14  oz. 

Syrupus  Sennae.  1 in  2. 

A deep  reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  making  an  in- 
fusion of  1 lb.  of  senna  with  5 pints  of  distilled  water  at  120°, 
evaporating  to  10  oz.,  adding  3 oz.  rectified  spirit  in  which  are 
dissolved  3 minims  oil  of  coriander  ; filtering,  making  the  pro- 
duct measure  10  oz.  by  the  addition  of  distilled  water;  in  this 
dissolve  24  oz.  sugar. 

A mild  Cathartic. 

Dose — 1 to  4 drams ; a child  1 year  old  maj''  get  4 to  1 dram. 

Tinctura  Sennae.  2.4  oz.  to  1 pint. 

An  almost  black  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  perco- 
lating with  1 pint  of  proof  spirit  the  following  : — senna  24  oz., 
raisins  freed  from  seeds  2 oz.,  caraway  and  coriander  of  each 
4 oz. 

Dose — 1 to  4 drs. 

Enters  into  ^ttst.  Scninu  Co. 

Pulvis  Glycyrrliizae  Compositus.  l of  senna  in  (h  (Sec 
(4  lycyrrliiza.) 

SERPENTARIj^;  RHIZOMA  CScrpcntary  Rhizome)— 

Aristolochiacem. 

A small,  round,  knotty,  ycllowish-wliitc,  dried  rhizome,  with 
numerous  slender  rootlets,  of  Aristolochia  Sei'iientaria  or  of  A. 
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leticulata.  The  rhizome  of  the  latter  is  a little  thicker  and 
rootlets  larger  and  less  matted.  (See  under  Yalerian.) 

' An  Aromatic  Tonic  and  Diaphoretic.  (Page  477.) 

Dose — 10  to  15  grs.,  in  powder,  but  seldom  used  in  this  form. 
It  entei*s  into  Tinct.  Cinchona?  Co.,  ami  the  following  ' — 

Infusum  Serpentarias.  i oz.  to  10  oz.  (^  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  serpentary  rhizome  ^ oz,  in  boiling 
distilled  water  10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Serpentariae.  2^  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brown  liquid,  prepared  by  percolating  and  macerating 
serpentary  in  No.  40  powder  2i  oz.  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 
_Dose — 4 to  2 drams. 

SEVUM  PR^PAKATUM  (Prepared  Suet). 

The  white,  smooth,  internal  fat  of  the  abdomen  of  the  sheep 
— Ovis  Aries — purified  by  melting  and  straining. 

Used  to  give  proper  consistence  to  Empl.  Canthnridis  and  Yngt.  Hydrarg. 

SINAPIS  (Mustard)  — Cruciferre. 

Black  and  white  mustard  seeds,  powdered  and  mixed,  form- 
ing a greenish-yellow  acrid  powder. 

Emetic  and  stimulant.  Externally — Rubefacient.  (P.477.) 

Sinapis  Albae  Semina. 

The  hard,  round,  pale  yellow,  finely  pitted,  dried,  ripe  seeds 
(1  line  in  diameter)  of  Brassica  alba  (Sinapis  alba)  from 
British  plants. 

Sinapis  Nigrse  Semina. 

The  dark -reddish,  round,  hard,  dried,  ripe  seeds  (4  a line 
in  diameter)  of  Brassica  nigra  (Sinapis  nigra)  from  British 
plants. 

Cataplasma  Sinapis.  24  oz.  in  15  oz. 

Composed  of  linseed  meal  24  oz.,  mixed  gradually  wi(h 
boiling  w.atcr  8 oz.,  to  which  is  added  mustard  2^  oz.  previously 
mixed  with  2 oz.  lukewarm  water. 

Charta  Sinapis.  i in  :i. 

•I’rcp.arcd  by  mixing  mustard  1 oz.  with  solution  of  gntfa 
percha  2 oz.,  and  coating  over  with  the  semi-fluid  mixture  one 
surface  of  strijis  of  cartridge  paper.  Before  being  aiiplicd  to 
the  skin,  they  should  be  dipped  for  a few  seconds  into  tepid 
water. 

Rubefacient,  and,  if  applied  long  enough,  Vesicant. 
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Oleum  Sinapis. 

The  pale-yellow  pungent  oil  distilled  with  water  from  the 
seeds  of  Black  mustard  after  the  expression  of  the  fixed  oil. 
Sinks  in  water. 

A powerful  Irritant,  producing  instant  Vesication. 

Linimentum  Sinapis  Compositum.  1 in  -d). 

A deep  green  liquid,  prepared  by  adding  oil  of  mustard  1 
dram  to  castor  oil  5 drs.,  and  adding  the  mixture  to  ethereal 
extract  of  mezereon  10  grs.  and  camphor  120  grs.,  dissolved  in 
rectified  spirit  4 oz. 

A Stimulating  and  Rubefacient  application. 

SODA  CAUSTICA  (Caustic  Soda).  NaHO. 

Hydrate  of  Sodium  with  some  impurities.  In  hard  greyish- 
white  fragments  or  sticks,  prepared  by  rapidly  boiling  down 
solution  of  soda  in  a silver  or  clean  iron  vessel  until  an  oily 
fluid  consistence  is  reached,  when  it  is  poured  out  or  run  into 
moulds  and  allowed  to  solidify,  and  preserved  in  stoppered 
green  glass  bottles. 

Powerfully  Corrosive  and  Alkaline.  (Page  470.) 

It  is  contained  in  the  following  : — 

Liquor  Sodse.  18-S  grs  in  1 oz. 

A colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  boiling  carbonate  of  sodium 
28  oz.  with  distilled  water  1 gallon,  and  gradually  adding 
slaked  lime  12  oz.,  and  continuing  the  ebullition  10  minutes, 
when  carbonate  of  lime  falls  to  the  bottom,  and  caustic  soda 
remains  in  solution. 

Antacid — in  20  minim  doses.  Seldom  given  internally. 

Soda  Tartarata.  NaKCiHiO„,4HD, 

Or  Tartarated  Soda  and  Potash,  iti  colourless  tr.ansparcnt 
pji’isms,  soluble  in  twice  their  weight  of  water,  and,  when 
powdered,  commoidy  known  as  Rochelle  Salt,  prciiarcd  by 
adding  cream  of  tartar  to  a hot  strong  solution  of  carbonate  of 
.sodium,  b<)iling,  filtering,  concentrating,  and  crystallising. 

A Ilydragoguc  Cathartic.  (Page  479.) 

Dose — :}■  to  4 oz.  Lemonade  makes  an  .agrccahlo  vehicle. 

It  forms  the  basis  of  Seidlitz  Powiln-s,  wliicli  ('ontain  in  tlio  bine 
paper  J oz.  Itoehclle  Salt,  mixed  with  10  frrs.  liicarlioiiate  of  sodium,  and  in 
the  white  paper  38  ftrs.  tartaric  acid. 

Sodii  Arsenias.  Na.HAsOi,7H.O,  and  Na'HAsOi,12H.O. 

Colourless  transparent-  prisms,  soln!)l(!  in  twice  llieir  weight 
of  water,  ]irciiarcd  hy  fusing  together  arsenions  acid,  nilrateof 
sodium,  arnl  dried  carhonale  of  sodium,  dis.solving  the  fused 
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product  in  boiling  water,  and  setting  the  solution  aside  to  crys- 
tallise. 

Alterative  and  Tonic  ; possessing  the  properties  of  arsenic. 
Dose — yV  to  g gr.,  in  solution  or  in  pill.  (Page  481.) 

LiCLUor  Sodii  Arseniatis,  4-5  grs.  (dried ),  or  7-4  grs.  in  1 oz. 

A colourless  solution  of  arseniate  of  sodium  (rendered  anhy- 
drous by  a heat  under  300°)  4^  grs.  in  distilled  water  1 oz. 
Dose — 5 to  10  minims,  diluted,  after  meals. 

Sodii  Bicarbonatis.  NaHCOs. 

In  white  powder,  or  small,  irregular,  opaque,  white  scales, 
soluble  in  10  times  their  weight  of  water,  prepared  by  saturat- 
ing carbonate  of  sodium  with  carbonic  acid;  or  by  the  reaction 
of  chloride  of  sodium  and  bicarbonate  of  ammonium.  Often 
called  “ Baking  Soda.” 

Antacid;  may  be  given  in  effervescence.  (Page  481.) 

Dose — 10  to  00  grs.,  in  solution ; 24  grs.  make  an  effervescing 
draught  with  ^ oz.  of  lemon  juice.  (See  Citric  Acid.) 

Enters  into  Sodii  Citro-Tart.  Eiferves.  and  the  following  : — 

Liquor  Sodae  Effervescens.  30  grs.  to  i pint. 

Prepared  by  passing  pure  washed  carbonic  acid  under  a 
pressure  of  4 atmospheres  into  a .solution  of  bicarbonate  of 
sodium  30  grs.  in  water  1 pint,  corking  and  tying  over. 

Trochisci  Sodii  Bicarbonatis.  5 grs.  in  each. 

White  lozenges,  composed  of  bicarbonate  of  sodium  3,600 
grs.,  sugar  25  oz.,  gum  acacia  1 oz.,  mucilage  of  gum  acacia  2 
oz.,  distilled  water  1 oz.,  in  720  lozenges. 

Dose — 1 to  6 lozenges. 

*Sodii  Bromidum.  NaBr. 

A granular  white  powder,  consisting  of  monoclinic  crystals, 
obtained  by  adding  bromine  to  soda  solution  till  a permanent 
brown  tint  remains,  evaporating  to  dryness,  fusing  with  char- 
coal, dissolving  out  the  bromide  of  sodium,  anil  crystallising 
from  warm  solutions. 

Antispasmodic.  Sedative  like  KBr.  (Page  340.) 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs. 

Sodii  Carbonas.  Na.jCO,i,10H.O. 

In  large,  transparent,  colourless,  rhombic  crystals,  soluble  in 
twice  llicir  weight  of  water,  obtained  from  chloride  of  sodium, 
cither  Ijy  reaction  with  bicarbonate  of  ammonium  and  ignition, 
or  by  conversion  into  sulphate,  and  adding  carbon  and  car- 
bonate of  calcium  and  heating.  It  is  known  as  “ washing  soda.” 
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Antacid.  20  grs.  neutralise  about  9’8  of  citric  acid.  (P.  182.) 
Dose — 5 to  30  gi’s.,  in  solution. 

From  it  all  of  the  sodium  salts  can  be  artificially  obtained. 

Sodii  Carbonas  Exsiccata.  NariCOs. 

A white  powder,  obtained  by  strongly  heating  carbonate  of 
sodium  and  reducing  the  residue  to  powder.  It  only  ditfers  from 
the  crystallised  carbonate  in  being  devoid  of  water  of  ciystal- 
lisation,  and  is  nearly  3 times  stronger  (3  grs.  = 8 grs). 

Dose — 3 to  10  grs.,  in  pill  or  powder. 

Sodae  Chlorinatse  Liquor.  H per  cent.  Ul. 

A colourless  solution,  i^repared  by  dissolving  Ij  lbs.  car- 
bonate of  sodium  in  10  oz.  water,  and  addiug  1 lb.  chlorinated 
lime  mlsed  with  6 pints  water,  and  filtering. 

Antiseptic  and  Disinfectant;  used  Internally  and  Externally. 
Dose — 10  to  20  minims,  diluted.  As  a gargle,  ^ dr.  to  1 oz.; 
as  a lotion,  1 dr.  to  1 oz.  (Page  180.) 

Cataplasma  Sodse  Cblorinatae.  2 in  11. 

Prepared  by  gradually  mi.xing  linseed  meal  1 oz.  with  boil- 
ing water  8 oz.,  and  adding  solution  of  chlorinated  soda  2 oz. 
A Disinfecting  and  Deodorising  application  to  foul  wounds. 

Sodii  Chloridum  (Common  Salt).  NaCl. 

In  small  crystalline  grains,  or  in  transparent  cubical  crystals; 
generally  obtained  from  the  native  rock  salt. 

Tonic,  Purgative,  Emetic,  and  Anthelmintic.  (Page  182.) 
Dose — 10  grs.  as  a Tonic ; ^ oz  or  even  1 oz.  as  a Purgative. 
L’seil  in  maldng  Hydrochloric  Acid,  Calomel,  and  Corrosive  Sublimate. 

Sodii  Citro-Tartras  Effervescens. 

A granulated  white  powder,  being  a mechanical  mixture  of 
bicarbonate  of  sodium  17  oz.,  tartaric  .acid  !)  oz.,  citric  acid  G 
oz.,  sugar  5 oz.,  all  in  powder,  lieated  between  200°  .and  220° 
until  the  particles  begin  to  aggrcg.ate.  and  then  assiduously 
stirred  till  they  become  granulated.  When  .adiied  to  water, 
bri.sk  effervescence  follows,  and  solution  of  citro-tartrate  of 
sodium  is  formed. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drs.  .as  a Refrigerant  and  Lax.ativc.  It  is  com- 
monly called  “granular  citr.ate  of  magnesia,”  though  it  does 
not  contain  any  magnesia.  (Page  183.) 

*Sodii  Ethylatis  Liquor. 

A colourless  or  hrowidsh  .syrujiy  lirpiid,  prepared  by  dissol- 
ving 22  grs.  pure  metallic  sodium  in  1 oz.  cthylic  or  absolute 
alcohol. 
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A painless  Caustic  and  Antiseptic  painted  over  nfevoid  and 
cancerous  growths. 

Sodii  Hypophosphis.  NaPH^Oi 

A white  granular  salt,  soluble  in  twice  its  weight  of  water, 
obtained  by  adding  carbonate  of  sodium  to  a solution  of  hypo- 
phosphite  of  calcium,  filtering,  and  evaporating  to  di-yness 
on  a water-bath,  with  constant  stirring. 

Dose — 5 to  10  grs.  (Page  346.) 

It  is  a Nervine  Tonic,  similar  to  Hypojihosphite  of  Calcium. 

*Sodii  lodidum.  Nal. 

A white  crystalline  powder,  prepared  like  iodide  of  potas- 
sium by  vising  soda  instead  of  potash  solution. 

Alterative,  like  Iodine  and  Iodide  of  Potassium.  (Pagfe  IOC.") 
Dose — 3 to  10  grs. 

Sodii  Nitras.  NaNOs. 

A native  salt,  in  colourless,  obtuse  rhomboids. 

Used  in  the  prepni-fition  of  Arseniate  of  Sodium,  or  Nitric  Acid. 

Sodii  Phosphas.  Na2HP04,12H20. 

In  large,  transparent,  efflorescent,  colourless,  rhombic  prisms, 
soluble  in  5 times  their  weight  of  water,  prepared  by  dissolving 
bone-ash  (CagPgOg)  in  sulphuric  acid,  and  to  the  acid  phosphate 
of  calcium  thus  formed  adding  a solution  of  carbonate  of 
sodium. 

A mild  Purgative  and  Diuretic.  (Page  484.) 

Dose— I to  1 oz.,  in  water,  or  beef-tea  or  soup,  instead  of  salt. 
For  a child  1 year  old,  15  to  20  grs.  make  a safe  Purgative. 

Used  in  m.ikiug  Ferri  Phosphas  and  Syrup.  Ferri  Phosphatis. 

*Sodii  Salicylas.  (]SraC7H,,03)2,  HiO. 

In  small,  almost  colourless,  very  soluble,  crystalline  scales, 
obtained  by  the  action  of  salicylic  acid  on  carbonate  of  sodium 
or  on  caustic  soda. 

Antipyretic,  Antirheumatic,  and  Antiseptic,  like  Salicylic 
Acid.  (Page  310.) 

Dose — 10  to  30  grs. 

Sodii  Sulphas.  Na.SO,,10H2O. 

In  large,  transjvarent,  oblique,  efflorescent  prisms,  soluble  in 
three  times  their  weight  of  water,  and  knovm  as  “Glauber’s 
salt  m.ay  be  obtained  from  the  residue  left  on  making  hydro- 
chloric .acid,  by  neutralising  it  with  carbonate  of  sotlium,  and 
crystallising  from  solution  in  water. 
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A mild  Purgative  ; Hydragogue  in  large  doses. 

Dose— I to  1 oz.,  in  solution,  in  water. 

*Sodii  Sulphis.  NaiSOsjYH.O. 

Colourless,  transparent,  monoclinic,  efflorescent  pri.sms,  ob- 
tained by  the  action  of  sulphurous  acid  on  carbonate  of  sodium 
or  caustic  soda. 

Antiseptic  and  Antiparasitic. 

Dose — 10  to  15  grs.  in  Yeasty  Vomiting. 

*Sodii  Sulphocarbolas.  NaC„H.^S0j,2H20. 

Colourless,  transparent  rhombic  prisms,  obtained  by  dissolv- 
ing carbolic  acid  in  excess  of  sulphuric  aciil,  supersaturating 
the  licpiid  with  carbonate  of  barium,  filtering,  and  treating 
the  filtrate  with  carbonate  of  sodium,  and  evaporating. 
Antipyretic  and  Antiseptic.  (Page  301.) 

Dose — 10  to  15  grs. 

Sodii  Valerianas.  NaCsHjOj. 

In  dry,  white  masses,  with  strong  odour.  Prepared  by  de- 
composing Amylic  alcohol  {fousel  oil)  with  sulphuric  acid  and 
bichromate  of  pota.=sium,  and  saturating  the  valerianic  acid 
thus  formed  with  soda  solution,  and  evaporating. 

Antispasmodic  in  5 gr.  pills,  but  only  used  in  making  Zinci 
Valerianas. 

*Sodmm.  Na. 

The  soft  metallic  element  sodium,  introduced  in  the  P>.P.  to 
make  Lirpior  Sodii  Ethylatis. 

SPIRITUS  RECTIFICATUS  (Peel  ified  Spirit).  C,n  O. 

The  colourless,  transparent,  mobile  licpiid,  consisting  of 
alcohol,  with  IC)  per  cent,  of  water,  obtained  by  the  distillation 
of  fermented  saccharine  Iluids.  S.(!., -SUS. 

Stimulant,  but  more  correctly  a Narcotic.  (Page  315.) 

1 part  to  3 of  water  makes  “ S[)irit  Lotion." 

1 SPIRITUS  TENUIOR  (Proof  Spirit).  5 in  S,  19  percent. 
A colourles.s  licpiid,  consisting  of  I'cctilicd  spirit  5 pints  and 
distilled  watci'  3 pints  ; its  S.tt.  is  •92(i. 

! SPIRITUS  VINI  GALLICI  (Ilrandy). 

I’cing  the  pale  brown  licpiid  distilled  from  Prcnch  wine. 
I and  generally  containing  about  50  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
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Mistura  Spiritus  Vini  Gallici. 

Often  known  as  egg-flip  ; prepared  by  rubbing  the  yolks  of 
two  eggs  with  i oz.  sugar,  and  adding  brandy  and  cinnamon 
water  of  each  4 oz. 

Nutritive,  Restorative,  and  Narcotic. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. ' 

’’'STAPHISAGEiI.^  SEMINA  (Stavesacre  Seeds) — Ranun- 
culacem. 

The  irregularly  triangular,  brown,  dried,  ripe  seeds  of 
Delphinium  Staphisagria,  with  wrinkled  and  25itted  testa. 
Parasiticide.  (Page  484.) 

*Ungtientum  Staphisagriae. 

Prepared  by  heating  4 oz.  crushed  stavesacre  seeds  with  8 
oz.  benzoated  lard  on  a water-bath  for  2 hours,  and  straining. 
Contains  10  per  cent,  of  oil  of  stavesacre. 

Parasiticide  used  to  destroy  pediculi. 

STRAMONII  SEMINA  (Stramonium  Seeds) — Solanacem. 

The  small,  reiniform,  pitted  and  wrinkled,  brownish-black, 
flattened,  dried,  ripe  seeds  of  Datura  Stramonium. 

Narcotic  and  Autispasmodic;  chiefly  used  in  Astluna.  (P.485.) 

Extractum  Stramonii. 

The  soft,  blackish  extract  obtained  by  washing  the  seeds  (in 
No.  40  powder)  with  ether  to  extract  a fixed  oil,  after  which 
a strong  tincture  is  made,  and  evaporated  to  a suitable  con- 
sistence. 

Dose — j to  5 gr.,  in  pill. 

Tiiictura  Stramonii.  24  oz.  to  i pint. 

A brown  liquid,  prei)ared  by  macerating  and  percolating 
stramonium  seeds  (bruised)  24  oz.  with  proof  spirit  1 pint. 
Dose — 10  to  30  minims,  diluted. 

STRYCHNINA  (Strychniue)-aiH-NoOj.-Logauiaceaj. 

An  alkaloid,  in  small,  square,  colourless  octahedrons  or 
prisms,  ju'epared  from  N ux  Vomica  by  the  following  method  : — 
A tincture  of  Nux  Vomica  is  made  with  hot  spirit  and  water, 
and  concentrated  by  evaporation,  acetate  of  lead  is  addeil  to 
the  concentrated  liejuid  after  the  spirit  is  evajiorated,  this 
throws  down  colouring  matter,  &c.,  and  forms  a solution  of 
strychnine  and  brucine.  After  filtration  the  impure  strychnine 
is  2)recii)itatcd  by  ammonia,  repeatedly  washed  and  redissolvcd 
in  hot  si)irit,  and  the  alkaloid  crystallises  out  on  cooling. 
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Tonic  and  Spinal  Stimulant,  resemblingNux  Vomica.  (P.  425.) 
Dose— g-\j  to  yV  gr.,  in  solution  or  in  pill. 

Liquor  Strychninse  Hydrochloratis.  1 in  100. 

A colourless  solution  of  strychnine  9 grs.,  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid  14  minims,  in  rectified  spirit  | oz.,  and  distilled 
water  1|  oz. 

Dose— 5 to  10  minims— viz.,  yb  i^o  to  gi’- 

STYEAX  PE.$PAEATUS  (Prepared  Storax)— Styracem. 

A semi-transparent,  biwvnish,  semi-fluid  resin  or  balsa,m, 
prepared  fi'om  the  bark  of  Liquidambar  orientalis,  purified 
%Yith  spu-it,  and  straining. 

A Stimulating  Expectorant,  used  in  making  Tinct.  Ben- 
zoini  Co.  (Page  485.) 

Dose — 10  to  20  gi’s. 

SULPHUE  PE.5:CIPITATUM  (Precipitated  Sulphur).  S, 
A greyish-yellow  soft  powder,  free  from  grittiness,  prepared 
by  dissolving  sublimed  sulphur  by  boiling  with  slaked  lime, 
and  then  precipitating  with  hydrochloric  acid,  washing  care- 
fully, and  drying  the  precipitate.  Known  as  “ Milk  of  Sulphur.  ’ 
Laxative,  but  chiefly  used  as  a Stimulant  in  skin  diseases. 
Dose — 20  to  (10  grs.  (Page  486.) 

Sulphur  Sublimatum  (Sublimed  Sulphur).  S. 

A gritty  greenish-yellow  powder,  prepared  by  sublimation 
from  crude  or  rough  sulphur.  Known  as  “ Flowers  of  Sulphur.” 
Laxative  and  Antiparasitic. 

Dose — 20  to  GO  grs.,  in  milk  or  marmalade. 

In  aildition  to  Emp.  Hydrarg.,  Emp.  Ammon,  cum  Hyclrarg.,  and  Pulv 
Glycyrrbizrc  Co.,  it  enters  into  the  following  : — 

Confectio  Sulphuris.  i in  2^ 

A soft  yellow  paste,  prepared  by  rubbing  together  sublimed 
sulphur  4 oz.,  cream  of  tartar  1 oz.,  and  .syrup  of  orange  peel 
by  measure  I oz.  (or  Viy  weight  5 oz.),  and  tragacanth  18  grs. 
Dose — GO  to  120  grs. 

Unguentum  Sulphuris.  i in  5. 

A yellow  ointment,  prepared  by  rubbing  sublimed  sulphur 
1 oz.  with  benzoated  lard  4 oz. 

Antiparasitic  ; used  in  itch,  Ac. 

Sulphuris  lodidum.  SI- 

A greyish-black  shining  solid,  prepared  by  heating  together 
in  a flask,  iodine  4 oz.  and  sublimed  sulphur  1 oz. 
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Unguentum  Sulphuris  lodidi.  30  grs.  to  i oz. 

A yeUow  ointment,  gradually  becoming  black,  prepared  by 
triturating  iodide  of  sulphm’  30  grs.,  and  by  degrees  adding 
j oz.  hard  and  f oz.  soft  paraffin,  and  rubbing  till  every  trace 
of  grittiiiess  disappears. 

An  Antiparasitic  and  Stimulating  application. 

SUMBUL  RADIX  (Sumbul  Eoot) — Umbelliferm. 

The  dried,  brown,  spongy,  odorous,  transverse  slices  of  the 
root  of  Ferula  SumbuL,  “ Musk  Eoot”  (Euryangium  Sumbul). 
Nervine  Stimulant  and  Antispasmodic.  (Page  487.) 

Igg”  Sumbul  Root  is  distinguished  from  Calumba,  which  it  slightly  re- 
sembles, by  its  open  spongy  texture  and  musky  odour. 

Tinctura  Sumbul.  2^  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brown  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
and  percolating  Sumbul  root  (in  No.  40  powder)  2h  oz.  with 
rectified  spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — 10  to  30  minims. 

Syrupus.  (See  Saccharum.) 

TABACI  FOLIA  (Leaf  Tobacco) — Solanacem. 

The  large  mottled-brown,  hairy,  ovate,  dried  leaves  of  Nico- 
tiana  Tabacum. 

Narcotic,  Anodyne,  Sedative,  and  Emetic.  (Page  488.) 

*TABELLA:  NITROGLYCERINI  (Tablets  of  Nitrogly- 
cerine. 

Tablets  of  chocolate,  weighing  each  2^  grs.,  and  containing 
gr.  pure  nitroglycerine. 

Antispasmodic;  acting  like  Amyl  Nitris.  (Page  424.) 

Dose — 1 or  2. 

TAMARINDUS  (Tamarind) — Leguminosac. 

The  brown,  soft,  fibrous  pulp  (containing  brown  shining 
seeds),  of  the  fruit  of  Tamarindus  iiidica. 

Laxative  and  Eefrigeraut.  (Page  488.) 

Dose — J to  1 oz.,  or  more. 

It  outers  into  Ooiilectio  Sonum. 

TARAXACI  RADIX  (Dandelion  Eoot) — Compositae. 

'The  long,  smooth,  tapering,  frexJt  tap  root,  or  the  dark- 
brown,  wrinkled,  dried , tap-shajicd  root  of  Taraxacum  officinale 
(Tar.axacum  Dcus-leonis),  gathered  in  autumn  from  British 
j)lants. 

Diuretic,  Laxative,  Tonic,  ami  feeble  Cholagogue.  (P.  488.) 
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Decoctum  Taraxaci.  i oz  {dried)  to  i pint. 

Prepared  by  boiling  for  10  minutes  dandelion  root  (sliced 
and  dried)  1 oz.  in  distilled  water  1 pint,  and  making  the 
strained  product  measure  1 pint. 

Dose — 2 to  4 oz. 

Extractum  Taraxaci. 

A rich  Iji'own  “ fresh  ” extract,  prepared  by  evaporating  the 
expressed  juice  of  the  fresh  root. 

Dose — 5 to  30  grs.,  in  solution  in  water,  or  in  pill. 

*Extractum  Taraxaci  Liquidum.  i in  i {dried). 

A dark  licpiid,  prepared  by  exhausting  40  oz.  dried  dandelion 
root  with  80  oz.  proof  spirit,  pressing  out  20  oz.,  treating  the 
marc  with  water  and  evaporating  to  20  oz.,  tittering,  and  mix- 
ing the  liquid. 

Dose — j to  2 drams. 

Succus  Taraxaci. 

A brown  liquid,  pret^ared  by  pressing  out  the  juice  from 
fresh  dandelion  root,  and  adding  to  every  three  measures  one 
measiu'c  of  rectified  Si^irit. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drams. 

TEREBINTHINA  CANADENSIS-  From  Coniferne. 

Canada  PaLsam  or  Canada  Turpentine.  The  straw-coloured, 
ductile,  oleo-resin,  or  turpentine  (as  thick  as  honey),  obtained 
by  incision  from  the  bark  of  the  trunk  and  branches  of  Pinus 
balsamea  (Abies  balsamea).  Balm  of  Gilead  Fir. 

A Stimulating  Expectorant ; used  for  its  adhesive  qualities. 
Dose — 20  to  30  grs.,  in  pills  made  with  magnesia. 

Enters  into  Cliarta  Epispastica  anil  Collodium  Flc-vilc. 

OLEUM  TEREBINTHINA!  (Oil  of  Turpculine) — From 
Conifcric. 

The  limpid  colourle.ss  oil  distilled  usually  by  the  aid  of 
steam  from  the  oleo-resin  (turpentine)  obtained  from  Pinus 
au.stralis  (P.  palustris),  from  P.  Tmda,  from  P.  Pinaster,  or 
from  P.  sylvestris.  ’ 

Stimulant, Diuretic,  Anthelmintic,  and  Cathartic.  Externally 
— Rubefacient-.  'J'he  vapour  is  vVstringent.  (Pago  18'.).) 

Dose — It)  minims  to  1 drs.,  on  sugar,  or  with  an  eg"-  in  an 
emulsion,  or  rubbed  up  with  twice  its  bulk  of  mucilaga 
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Confectio  Terebinthinae.  l m 4. 

A pale  brown  soft  paste,  prepared  by  triturating  oil  of  tur- 
pentine 1 oz.  with  liquorice  root  (in  powder)  1 oz.,  and  adding 
honey  2 oz.,  with  constant  rubbing. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drs. 

Enema  Terebinthinse.  i in  16. 

Prepared  by  mixing  oil  of  turpentine  1 oz.  with  mucilage  of 
starch  16  oz. 

Linimentum  Terebinthinse.  16  in  21. 

A pale  yellowish  emulsion,  prepared  by  dissolving  camphor 
1 oz.  in  oil  of  turpentine  16  oz.,  adding  soft  soap  2 oz.,  and 
distilled  water  2 oz.,  and  rubbing  till  thoroughly  mixed. 

A Stimulating  application  to  the  chest  in  pulmonary 
affections. 

Linimentum  Terebinthinse  Aceticum.  4 in  9. 

A mixture  of  4 oz.  oil  of  turpentine,  1 oz.  glacial  acetic 
acid,  and  4 oz.  liniment  of  camphor.  It  is  knomi  as  “ St. 
John  Long’s  Liniment.” 

An  excellent  Rubefacient. 

Unguentum  Terebinthinse.  i in  2. 

A brownish  ointment,  prepared  by  melting  together  oil  of 
turpentine  1 oz.,  resin  64  grs.,  yellow  wax  and  lard  of  each 
^ oz.,  and  stirring  till  cold. 

A Stimulating  application  to  chronic  ulcers  and  bums. 

THEOBROMATIS  OLEUM  (Cacao  Butter)— From  Bytt- 
neriacete. 

The  yellowish,  solid,  concrete  oil,  in  cakes,  expressed  with 
the  aid  of  heat  from  the  ground  seeds  of  Theobroma  Cacao. 
Used  in  the  preparation  of  6 Suppositories. 

THERIACA  (Treacle). 

The  thick,  uncrystalliscd,  s.n'upy  residue  of  the  refining  of 
sugar. 

Only  used  for  making  pill  masses,  into  6 of  wliicli  it  enters,  and  also  into 
Tinct.  Chlorof.  et  Morph. 

THUS  AMEKICANUM  (Common  Frankincense  or  Tcrc- 
binthina)— From  Coniferai. 

The  bright-yellow,  opaque,  tough,  solid  turpentine  tyhich  is 
scraped  off  the  trunks  of  Pinus  australis  (P.  palustris)  and 
Pinas  T;cda. 
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Externally — Stimulant. 

Enters  into  Emp.  Eicis. 

*THYMOL(Thymol)-CioH,;:,HO.  — Labiatfe  and  Umbel!  if  erne 
A stearoptene,  in  large,  prismatic,  odorous  crystals,  oljtaincd 
from  the  volatile  oils  of  Thymus  vulgaris,  Monarda  punctata, 
and  Carum  Ajowan,  by  making  a soap  tvith  caustic  potash 
and  treating  it  with  hydrochloric  acid.  It  can  also  be  ob- 
tained by  reducing  the  oils  to  a low  temperature. 
x\.nti.septic  and  Deodorant,  like  Carbolic  Acid.  (Page  190.) 
Dose — j to  2 grs. 

TRAGACANTHA  (Tragacanth) — Lcguminosm. 

A whitish  gummy  exudation,  in  horny,  curved  plates  (like 
the  parings  of  corns)— obtained  from  the  stems  of  Astragalus 
gnmmifer  and  other  species  of  Astragalus.  ° 

Used  only  for  its  property  of  swelling  out  when  moistened 
with  water.  (Page  491.) 

It  enters  into  Pulv.  Opii  Co.,  Confect.  Opii,  Confect.  Siilphnris,  and 

Glycerimim  Tragacanthse,  l in  54. 

A homogenous,  translucent  jelly,  prepared  by  mixing  110  grs. 
tragacanth  in  powder  with  1 oz.  glycerine  and  74  grs.  of  water. 
A good  Pill  Excipient.  (See  page  40.) 

Mucilago  Tragacanthae.  60  grs.  to  lO  oz. 

A thick  opaque  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  powdered  traga- 
canth GO  grs.  with  rectified  spirit  2 drs.  and  pouring  in  distilfcd 
water  10  oz. 

Pulvis  Tragacanthae  Compositus.  i in  G. 

A white  powder,  composed  of  tragacanth,  gum  acacia,  and 
starch,  of  each  1 oz.,  and  sugar  3 ozs. 

Dose — As  a Demtilcent,  20  to  GO  grs. 

UNGUENTUM  SIMPLEX.  (SecAdeps.) 

uva:  ursi  folia  (p.c!  irbcrry  I,eave.s) — Erica cea;. 

The  small,  dried,  brownish-green,  shining  leathery  leaves  of 
Arctost.'iphylos  Uva-iirsi.  Prom  indigenous  plants. 

Astringent,  Tonic,  and  Sedative  to  the  bladder.  (Page  491.) 
Dose — 10  to  .'10  grs.,  in  jiowder.  “ ' 

Infusum  Uvae  Ursi.  ^ oz.  to  lo  oz.  (i  hour.) 

Prep.ared  by  infusing  bruised  bearberry  leaves  ),  oz.  in  boil- 
ing distilled  water  10  oz. 

I'ose — 1 to  2 oz. 
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UV^  (Uvfe  Passffi  or  Raisins) — From  Vitacem. 

The  ripe  fi'uit  of  Vitis  vinifera,  the  Grape  vine,  dried  in  the 
sun,  or  by  artificial  heat,  in  Spain. 

Mildly  Laxative. 

TJsed  only  in  Tinct.  Sennre,  and  Tr.  Card.  Co. 

VALERIANj51  EHIZOMA  (Valerian  Rhizome)— Valeri- 
anacem. 

The  dried  yellowish  rhizome,  with  numerous  bushy  bundles 
of  fibrous  roots  springing  from  it,  of  Valeriana  officinalis. 
Collected  in  autumn  from  cultivated  or  wild  plants  growing  in 
Britain. 

An  Antispasmodic  and  Stimulating  Nervine  Tonic.  (P.  492.) 
Dose — 10  to  30  grs.  in  powder. 

1^0”  Valerian,  Serpentary,  Arnica,  Hellebore,  and  Senega  ore  often  con- 
founded, and  the  student  should  remember  a tew  of  the  distinguishing  points. 
Thus  Senega,  which  is  vei-y  like  Serpentary  and  Valerian,  is  recognised  by 
its  keel  or  ridge,  which  is  not  marked  on  the  smaller  rootlets,  but  which  may 
be  seen,  like  a little  mesentery,  at  the  bendings  of  the  roots,  which  are  of  a 
pure  lohite  colour  internally.  The  rootlets  of  Serpentary  are  smaller  than 
those  of  Valerian,  and  are  destitute  of  the  strong,  unpleasant  odour  of  that 
drug.  Arnica  is  distinguished  by  its  dai’k-browu  colour,  aromatic  odoim, 
and  peppery  taste ; Hellebore  by  its  thick  root-stalk,  and  closely-set,  long, 
yellowish-white  rootlets,  covered  with  chaincteristic  indentations. 

Infusum  Valerianae,  i oz.  to  lO  oz.  (i  hour). 

Prepared  by  infusing  bruised  valerian  rhizome  :j-  oz.  in  boiling 
distilled  water  10  oz. 

Dose — 1 to  2 oz. 

Tinctura  Valerianae.  2^  oz.  to  1 pint. 

A dark  brownish-red  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and 
percolating  valerian  rhizome  in  No.  40  powder  2^  oz.  with  proof 
spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — 1 to  2 drs. 

Tinctura  Valerianae  Ammoniata.  2i  oz.  to  i pint. 

A very  dark  reddish-brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerafint) 
valerian  rhizome  in  No.  40  powder  2^  oz.  in  aromatic  spirit  of 
ammonia  1 pint  for  7 days. 

A powerful  diffusible  Stimulant. 

Dose— i to  1 dram,  freely  diluted. 

VERATRI  VIRIDIS  RHIZOMA  (G  rceu  Hellebore 
Rhizome). 

The  fleshy,  dried  rhizome,  wiih  numerous  yellowish,  long 
roots  attached,  of  Veratrum  viride. 


Zinc. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 


291 


A Drastic  Purgative,  and  Cardiac  and  Respiratory  Sedative. 
(Page  467.) 

Tinctura  Veratri  Viridis.  I oz.  to  1 pint. 

A brown  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating  and  percolating 
green  hellebore  rhizome  in  No.  40  powder  4 oz.  with  rectified 
spirit  1 pint. 

Dose — 5 to  20  minims. 

VERATRINA  (Veratrine). 

An  impure  alkaloid  or  mixture  of  alkaloids,  in  pale  grey, 
amorphous  masses,  or  in  powder,  obtained  from  Cevadilla 
(Melanthaccre)  by  adding  a concentrated  tincture  of  the  seeds 
to  water  (which  throws  down  albumen  and  resinous  matters). 
Filter  through  calico  and  wash  the  residue  on  the  filter  with 
water,  to  the  liquid  which  passes  through  add  ammonia,  and 
collect  the  resulting  precipitate  and  diffuse  it  in  water,  add 
hydrochloric  acid  and  animal  charcoal  and  apply  heat,  pre- 
cipitate again  the  alkaloid  by  ammonia,  and  dry  it. 

It  is  almost  identical  with  the  active  principle  of  green 
hellebore,  and  it  resembles  it  in  depressing  the  heart  and  re- 
spiration, and  acting  as  an  Emetic  and  Cathart  ic.  (Page  467.) 

Dose — to  Ajj  gr,,  but  the  Tinctura  Veratri  Viridis  only 
should  be  used  internally. 

Unguentum  Veratrinae.  8 grs.  to  9 drs. 

A nearly  white  ointment,  prepared  by  rubbing  vei'atrinc  8 
grs.  with  olive  oil  1 dram,  and  adding  soft  paraffin  ^ oz.  and 
hard  paraffin  :j-  oz. 

Used  in  Neuralgia.  It  acts  like  Ungt.  Aconitina-. 

VINUM  XERICUM  (Sherry). 

A pale  yellowish-brown  Spanish  wine,  containing  about  1 7 
or  18  per  cent,  of  alcohol;  enters  into  all  the  wines  but 
Aurantii,  Quiniiun  and  Ferri  Citratis — viz.,  into  Aloes,  Antimo- 
nialc,  Colchici,  Ferri,  Opii,  Rhci,  and  I pecacuanluc. 

ZINCUM  (Zinc)-Zn. 

%inc  of  commerce.  A blui.sh-whilc,  brittle  metal,  obtained 
by  roasting  the  native  sulphidc(blcndc)  or  carbonate  (calamine). 

ZINCUM  GRANULATUM  ((iranulatcd  /unc)-Zii. 

Prcparerl  l)y  mciling  zinc,  and  pouring  it  in  a thin  stream 
into  a two-gallon  ve.sscl  of  cold  water. 
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Zinci  ^C6i)3<s.  Zn(C:2H::!02)2.2H20. 

In  thin,  translucent,  colourless,  crystalline  plates  of  a 
pearly  lustre,  soluble  in  less  than  twice  their  weight  of  water ; 
prepared  by  dissolving  carbonate  of  zinc  in  acetic  acid,  boiling, 
and  setting  aside  till  crystals  form. 

Tonic,  Astringent,  and  Emetic;  chiefly  used  as  an  injection 
in  gonorrhoea.  (2  grs.  to  1 oz.)  (Page  493.) 

Dose — 1 to  2 grs.  as  a Tonic  ; 15  to  20  as  an  Emetic. 

Zinci  Carbonas.  ZnC0y{Zn2H0)2,H30. 

A white,  insoluble  powder,  jDrepared  by  mixing  strong  hot 
solutions  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  carbonate  of  sodium,  boiling, 
washing,  and  collecting  the  precipitate. 

Mildly  Astringent. 

Employed  in  making  tlie  Oxide,  Chloride,  Sulphate,  and  Acetate  of  Zinc. 

*Calamina  Praeparata  (Native  Carbonate  of  Zinc.)  (See  page 
194.) 

Zinci  Chloridum.  ZnCk 

In  opaque,  white,  deliquescent  rods  or  tablets ; soluble  in 
half  their  weight  of  water  ; prepared  by  dissolving  granulated 
zinc  in  hydrochloric  acid,  and  adding  chlorine  solution  to  the 
liquid,  which  v^dll  combine  with  any  iron  impurity  if  present, 
and  be  precipitated  as  a brownish  powder  on  adding  carbonate 
of  zinc,  leaving  the  pure  chloride  of  zinc  in  solution,  which  is 
evaporated  till  a pellicle  forms  on  its  surf.ace,  and  poured  into 
moulds.  If  no  iron  be  jiresent  the  chlorine  or  carbon.ate  need 
not  be  employed. 

Only  used  externally  as  a powerful  Caustic,  mixed  ivuth  1, 
2,  or  3 parts  of  flour  or  powdered  starch. 

Liquor  Zinci  Chloridi.  360  grs.  in  i oz. 

A heavy,  colourless  liquid,  prepared  like  chloride  of  zinc,  by 
boiling  1 lb.  of  granulated  zinc  in  44  oz.  hydrochloric  acid  .and 
20  oz.  distilled  w.ater,  lilteriug,  .and  adding  chlorine  solution 
till  its  odour  is  ret.ained.  Carbonate  of  zinc  is  now  .added  to 
precipitate  the  iron  impurities  .attacked  b.y  the  chlorine,  and 
the  filtered  liquid  is  cv.apor.ated  to  the  bulk  of  40  oz.  If  no 
iron  be  prc.scnt  the  chlorine  and  carbon.ate  of  zinc  need  not  be 
employed. 

Often  s])okcn  of  .as  “ Burnett's  Fluid”  (which  is  only  half 
its  strength). 

Used  chiefly  .as  a Disinfectant. 
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Zinci  Oleatum.  (Oleate  of  Zinc.) 

Prepared  by  dissolving  with  heat  1 oz.  oxide  of  zinc  in  9 oz. 
oleic  acid. 

Acts  like  the  oxide  externally. 

Unguentum  Zinci  Oleati.  i in  2. 

Prepared  by  mixing  oleate  of  zinc  and  soft  paraffin,  of  each 
1 oz. 

Action  similar  to  Ungt.  Zinci  Oxidi. 

Zinci  Oxidum.  ZnO, 

A soft,  nearly  white,  insoluble  powder,  prepared  by  exposing 
the  carbonate  in  a loosely-covered  crucible  to  a dull  red  heat. 
Oxide  of  zinc  may  also  be  obtained  from  metallic  zinc  by  com- 
bustion ; thus  prepared  it  is  white. 

A Tonic  in  spasmodic  nervous  disorders.  Externally — A 
mild  Astringent,  and  Absorbent  in  weeping  skin  affections. 

Dose — 2 to  10  grs.,  in  pill  ; often  combined  with  belladonna 
in  night  sweating. 

Unguentum  Zinci.  (80  grs.  to  l oz,  or  1 in  6i.) 

A white  ointment,  prepared  by  adding  oxide  of  zinc  80  grs- 
to  melted  benzoated  lard  1 oz.,  and  stirring  till  cold. 

Zinci  Sulphas.  ZnS04,7H20. 

In  small,  colourless,  transparent  prismatic  crystals,  obtained 
by  dissolving  granulated  zinc  in  diluted  sulphuric  acid  (and, 
if  iron  be  present,  purifying  by  adding  chlorine  and  c.arbonate 
of  zinc),  hltcring,  evaporating,  and  setting  aside  for  cry.stals  to 
form. 

Often  known  n-s  White  Vitriol,  ami  diatinfuiishod  from  Ensom  salt 
(which  It  clnsi-ly  resembles)  by  its  powerfully  styptic  taste. 

Astringent,  Emetic,  and  Tonic  in  spasmodic  nervous  dis- 
orders. 

Dose— 1 to  :i  grs.  as  a Tonic  ; lu  to  liO  grs.  as  an  Emetic; 
1 — 5 grs.  to  I oz.  a.s  an  Injection.  ’ 

Employed  in  m.aking  the  Carbonate  and  Valerianate. 

Zinci  Sulphocarbolas.  Zn  ( C,  H SOi>.-,  H^O. 

Colourlc.ss  labular  crystals,  obtained  by  heating  a mixl  urc  of 
carbolic  and  .sulphuric  acids,  salurating  the  product  with  oxide 
of  zinc,  cva[)orating,  and  crystallising. 

Antiseptic. 
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Zinci  Valerianas.  Zn(CsHu02)2. 

In  minute,  brilliant,  white,  pearly,  tabular  crystals,  mth  the 
odour  of  valerian,  sparingly  soluble  in  water;  prepared  by 
mixing  strong,  hot  solutions  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  valerianate 
of  sodium  ; cooling,  and  skimming  off  the  crystals  which  form. 
It  can  also  be  prepared  by  saturating  valerianic  acid  with  car- 
bonate of  zinc. 

Antispasmodic,  Nervine  Tonic,  and  Antiperiodic. 

Dose — 1 to  3 grs.,  in  pill. 

Zingiber.  (Ginger.)  Zingiberacese. 

The  scraped  and  dried  rhizome  of  Zingiber  officinale,  in 
irregular,  lobed,  yellowish-white,  chalky  pieces. 

A Stimulating  Aromatic  and  Antispasmodic. 

Dose — 10  to  20  grs.,  in  pow^der. 

Syrupus  Zingiberis.  About  i in  26. 

A straw-coloured,  muddy  syrup,  prepared  by  adding  strong 
tincture  of  ginger  6 drs.  to  syrup  19  oz. 

Dose — 1 dr. 

Tinctura  Zingiberis.  2|  oz.  to  i pint. 

A brown,  sherry-coloured  liquid,  prepared  by  macerating 
and  percolating  ginger  in  powder  2^  oz.  with  rectified  spirit  1 
pint. 

Dose — 15  to  60  mins.,  diluted. 

Tinctura  Zingiberis  Fortior,  lO  oz.  to  i pint 

A brownish-red  liquid,  prepared  by  percolating  ginger  in 
fine  powder  10  oz.  with  rectified  spirit  1 pint  (without  previous 
maceration). 

Dose — 6 to  20  mins.,  diluted. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  G-inger  or  its  compounds  enter  into  16  Phar- 
macopoeia! prepai'ations,  viz.: — 

Confection  of  Opium. 

„ „ Scammony. 

Infusion  of  Senna. 

Compound  Mixture  of  Senna. 

„ rill  of  Squill. 

„ „ Gamboge. 

„ „ Scammony. 

„ Powder  of  Cinnamon. 
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Compound  Powder  of  Jalap. 

„ Opium. 

,,  ,,  Rhubarb. 

„ „ Scammony. 

Aromatic  Sulphuric  Acid'. 

Pill  of  Aloes  and  Iron. 

Wine  of  Aloes. 

Acid  Infusion  of  Cinchona. 


PART  lY. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


Acacia  Gummi  is  chiefly  used  on  account  of  its  physical 
qualities  for  making  emulsions,  suspending  insoluble  powders 
in  mixtures,  making  pill  masses,  &c. 

Externally,  it  has  been  used  as  a soothing  application  to 
hvvns  and  cxcoriathmn,  and  internally  it  is  administered  in 
inflamed  conditions  of  the  throat,  gullet,  and  stomach,  as  a 
basis  for  cough  mixtures,  and  as  a demulcent  in  the  after  treat- 
ment of  cases  of  irritant  poisoning.  It  acts  mechathically  by 
covering  over  the  affected  surface,  and  preventing  the  contact 
of  foreign  matter  or  irritating  secretions, 

A piece  chewed  in  the  mouth  often  affords  relief  by  acting 
as  a Ciliary  Excitant,  aiding  the  expulsion  of  toug’h  mucus 
probably  by  exciting  the  cilia  to  increased  activity  through  re- 
flex stimulation  of  the  vagus,  as  will  be  more  fully  mentioned 
in  speaking  of  the  action  of  some  expectorants. 

In  mild  cases  of  chronic  hrinich iti.s,  or  in  the  not  uncommon 
class  of  cases  where  there  is  hyper-secretion  of  mucus  from  the 
larynx,  trachea,  and  larger  bronchi,  oftentimes  associated  with 
winter-cough,  it  will  be  found  of  service. 

Acidum  Aceticum  and  Acetum.— Acetic  acid  possesses 
some  properties  in  common  with  the  mineral  .acids  (only  of  a 
feebler  type),  which  will  be  discussed  under  their  names.  It  is 
refrigerant  when  given  freely  diluted— (hat  is,  it  allays' thirst 
and  fever.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  temperature  falls, 
but  a grateful  feeling  of  coolness  and  comfort  follows  its 
administration.  It  allays  thirst  by  increasing  the  salivary 
secretion  ; it  is  mildly  astringent  and  diuretic  ; and  when  taken 
internally,  or  applied  externally,  it  checks  pcr.spiration,' and 
u 
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ill  full  doses  it  diminishes  the  bronchial  secretion.  Acetum  is 
the  more  palatable  form  for  the  internal  use  of  acetic  acid. 
Externally,  acetic  acid  and  glacial  acetic  acid  are  caustics, 
and  will  produce  redness,  vesication,  and  sloughing,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  strength  of  the  acid  and  the  duration  of  its 
application.  Both  the  acids  dissolve  epithelium,  and  are  used 
to  destroy  warty  growths ; and  they  have  been  highly  recom- 
mended as  local  remedies  in  cancer,  with  the  intention  of 
dissolving  the  cancer  cells.  A weak  solution  of  acetic  acid  or 
vinegar  sponged  over  the  body  in  fevers  is  of  use  in  lowering 
the  temperature,  probably  by  reflex  action.  WTien  applied 
undiluted  in  ringioorm  it  kills  the  parasite. 

The  vapour  applied  to  the  nostrils  is  used  as  a restorative  in 
cardiac  depression ; it  acts  by  reflexly  influencing  the  vaso- 
motor centre  and  raising  the  blood  pressure  throughout  the 
body. 

The  prolonged  use  of  this  acid  diminishes  the  number  of  the 
red  blood  corpuscles,  causing  anfemia  and  loss  of  weight,  and 
it  is  improperly  used  to  correct  obesity. 

Acidum  Arseniosum  and  its  preparations  are  generally 
described  as  Alteratives — that  is,  they  are  medicines  which 
affect  the  nutrition  of  the  body  and  alter  or  correct  some 
diseased  conditions  of  the  system  without  producing  any  de- 
cided symptoms,  or  betraying  the  manner  in  which  they  act, 
save  by  removing  the  disease.  Arsenic  in  large  doses  is  a 
powerful  poison,  causing  in  half  an  hour  a burning  sensation 
in  the  throat,  stomach,  and  abdomen,  rapidly  followed  by 
violent  vomiting,  colicky  pains,  diarrhoea,  excessive  thirst,  ex- 
haustion, and  collapse— a group  of  symptoms  not  unlike  English 
cholera.  After  death  there  are  found  swelling  and  redness, 
wnth  occasional  patches  of  softening  of  the  gastro-eiiteric 
mucous  membrane,  and  if  the  patient  have  survived  long 
enough,  fatty  degeneration  of  the  liver,  kidneys,  and  cardiac 
muscle.  These  eifects  are  observed  whether  the  arsenic  be 
taken  by  the  mouth,  or  injected  into  a vein,  or  applied  to  an 
open  absorbing  surface.  The  poison  appears  in  the  urine,  and 
in  the  evacuations,  saliva,  tears,  serosity  of  a blister,  and  in  the 
sweat,  and  can  be  readily  detected  in  the  parenchymatous 
tissues. 

Chronic  poisoning  with  arsenic  is  not  uncommonly  observed 
in  those  working  with  arsenical  pigments,  or  in  those  living  in 
rooms  whose  walls  arc  covered  with  paper  containing  arsenical 
pigments;  and  it  may  bo  ]n'oduceil  by  the  free  use  of  the  drug 
as  a remedy  for  disease.  There  is  irritability  of  the  membranes 
covering  the  eye-ball,  nose,  jiharyinx,  and  trachea;  short  dry 
cough,  anorexia,  vomiting,  colic,  diarrhoea,  and  prostration. 


Acid.  Arsenics. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


299 


Sometimes  nervous  symptoms,  as  tremors,  headaclie,  and  partial 
paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities  are  observed. 

Arsenic  in  small  doses  gr.)  acts  by  its  local  influence 
on  the  gastric  mucous  membrane  as  a stomachic,  increasing  the 
dis'estive  powers  and  stimulating  the  appetite.  It  is  v'aluablc 
in  yastrio  ncuvalyui  and  occasionally  in  ulcer  and  irritative 
(hjqyepsia,  and  in  the  vomiting  of  chronic  alcoholism.  In 
larger  doses  gr.  arsenic  acts  as  a nerve  tonic  ; rapidly  gain- 
ing an  entrance  into  the  blood  by  absorption,  it  is  carried  to 
the  nerve  centres  and  alters  their  nutrition  in  some  mys- 
terious manner,  thus  it  is  found  to  possess  antiperiodic  pro- 
perties second  only  to  quinine,  hence  its  value  in  ncurahjia, 
unrjina  and  a<jue. 

In  chronic  malarial  conditiom  which  resist  quinine,  arsenic 
is  most  useful,  and  it  is  well  in  such  cases  to  begin  with  a full 
dose  jL  gr.  It  is  also  useful  as  a proph  ijlactic  against  malaria. 

In  asthma  it  has  been  successful,  especiallj^  in  the  form  of 
cigarette  combined  with  stramonium,  Ac. 

Chorea  is  perhaps  the  disease  in  which  the  good  effects  of 
arsenic  are  most  evident,  and  cases  of  failure  arc  often  owing 
to  ignorance  in  its  administration.  Considerable  experience 
has  shown  the  writer  that  it  is  well  borne  in  this  affection, 
and  if  improvement  does  not  follow,  it  is  probably  because  a 
suflicient  dose  has  not  been  given,  and  it  should  be  pushed  till 
the  well-kuo^\'n  physiological  effects  arc  observed,  viz. : — 
redness  of  the  conjunctiva,  with  smarting  and  swelling  of  the 
eyelids,  especially  the  lower  one;  signs  of  ii-ritation  in  the 
membrane  of  the  nose,  throat,  and  mouth ; and  indigestion, 
vomiting,  griping  and  purging  supervene. 

In  cutaneous  alTections  arsenic  should  7iot  be  used  in  the 
acute  stage;  it  is  in  the  chronic,  scaly,  and  papular  skin  dis- 
eases that  the  great  benefit  of  arsenic  is  ])roved.  In 
lichen,  and  even  in  chronic  eczema  and  acne,  it  cures  when  all 
other  remedies  fail,  but  its  action  is  slow.  Hutchinson  has 
demonstrated  that  it  is  the  remedy  ior  pcmj>hi(in.s,  and  it  has 
been  used  successfully  as  a subcutaneous  injection  in  multiple 
■larcoma  of  the  shin. 

Dr.  Duhring  first  pointed  out  that  its  cflleacy  was  great est 
in  diseases  att.acking  the  most  sniicrticial  part  of  t lie  skin,  and 
the  result  of  careful  c.xainination  of  the  changes  observed  in 
tlie  skin  after  experiments  with  arsenic,  and  the  result  of 
clinical  experience,  fully  corroborate  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement. 

Some  very  decided  results  have  been  observed  to  follow  the 
administration  of  ar.senic  in  the  early  stages  of  phthisis  and  in 
.some  malignant  forms  of  nwi'c/nd/. 
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Brunton  believes  that  by  increasing  the  tissue  changes  in 
the  epithelial  contents  of  the  alveoli — (fatty  degeneration  of 
these  cells  is  a constant  result  of  chronic  arsenical  poisoning) 
— it  assists  in  rapidly  breaking  up  and  removing  effused  in- 
flammatory products,  and  so  prevents  the  bacillus  of  tubercle 
finding  a suitable  nidus. 

Externally,  arsenic  is  a powerful  caustic,  causing  the  death 
of  the  tissue  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  is  chiefly  in  cancer  and 
epithelioma  that  its  use  has  been  advocated ; but  it  is  dan- 
gerous, as  enough  may  be  absorbed  to  cause  death,  unless  ap- 
plied in  a concentrated  form  and  to  a very  limited  extent  of 
surface. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper’s  ointment  consists  of  1 dr.  arsenic,  1 dr. 
sulphur  and  1 oz.  spermaceti  ointment  applied  for  24  houi-s. 

Arsenic,  unless  when  given  for  its  local  action  upon  the 
stomach,  should  always  be  given  soon  after  a meal,  and  its 
effects  closely  watched  for  a short  time,  as  some  are  (though 
rarely  met  with)  very  susceptible  to  its  action,  and  it  is  a good 
rule  to  begin  always  with  2 minims  of  Fowler’s  solution  (J^ 
gi’.  arsenic),  which  may  be  increased  cautiously  till  1.5  mmims 
are  reached.  Children  bear  large  doses.  A choreic  child  5 
years  old  may  commence  with  2 or  3 minims,  gradually  in- 
creased to  10,  or  even  more.  It  rests  upon  unquestionable 
authority  that  the  natives  of  Syi-ia  habituate  themselves  to 
swallowing  lethal  doses  with  impunity. 

The  iodide  is  given  in  skin  diseases  in  the  form  of  pills  con- 
taining .jL  to  -i-’j  gr.,  and  Donovan’s  solution  is  a remedy  of 
gi’eat  value  in  the  tertiary  forms  of  sjqihilis.  Often  tlie  red 
lavender  contained  in  the  liquor  disgusts  the  stomach  of  the 
patient.  It  may  then  be  ordered  without  it,  as  : — 


Acid.  Benzoicum  possesses  antisciflic  properties.  When 
taken  in  moderate  doses  (15  grs.)  it  remains  unaltered  as 
benzoic  acid  in  the  blood,  but  unites  in  the  kidneys  with  gly- 
cocoll,  and  is  excreted  as  hijtpuric  acid,  rendering  the  urine 
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acid.  It  thus  acts  as  a diuretic,  and.  on  reaching  the  bladder, 
it  exercises  an  alterative  action  on  its  lining  nicmbrane.  Its 
good  effects  are  Ijcst  seen  in  cases  of  mild  chronic  oystdir  with 
iiio-h  smelling,  alkaline  urine  generally  depending  upon  ob- 
structed flow.  It  will  in  like  manner  sometimes  be  found 
useful  in  intractable  urethral  affections,  accompanied  by 
smarting  pain  on  micturition.  It  in  no  way  diminishes  oi 
interferes  with  the  elimination  of  the  uric  acid.  Though  pos- 
sessed of  expectorant  properties,  it  is  inferior  in  this  respect 
to  the  gum  from  wdiich  it  is  extracted.  Its  use  has  been  ad- 
vocated for  noctur?i(d  incontinence  of  urine,  and  sometimes  an 
external  application  of  a solution  of  4 grs.,  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  borax  in  1 oz.  water,  relieves  the  itching  of  many 
skin  affections.  It  has  been  found  useful  in  controlling  the 
amount  of  albumen  in  the  urine  in  aihuminuria.  It  is  best 
ordered  as  a powder,  to  be  dissolved  in  a tumblerful  of  water 
before  swallowing,  or  in  5 grain  pills,  made  with  glycerine. 

Acid.  Boricum  is  an  Antiseptic  agent  of  considerable 
pijwer  without  anj'  irritating  ([ualitics,  causing  the  destruction 
of  low  organisms  without  endangering  in  any  way  the  vitality 
of  the  living  tissues.  Hence  its  great  value  in  surgery  as  a 
dressing,  either  in  the  form  of  the  official  ointment  or  as  a 
lotion  (.5  i)er  cent.),  or  as  Boracic  Lint,  jircpared  by  soaking 
lint  in  a hot  saturated  .solution  of  the  acicl.  and  drying. 

Boroglyceride — a solid  (i)repared  by  heating  boracic  acid 
and  glycerine  together)  which  can  be  used  as  a lotion  in  the 
same  way  as  boracic  acid.  It  has  a })owcrful  effect  in  pre- 
serving milk  and  food  against  putrefaction,  and  is  innocuous. 
Stockings  dipjted  in  a hot  solution  of  the  aciil,  and  dried, 
check  effectually  fetid  perspiration  of  the  feet.  Internally, 
the  aeid  has  been  given  to  sto))  fermentative  changes  in  the 
stomach,  and  was  suiqjosed  to  have  anodyne  properties,  hence 
its  old  name  of  Ilombcrg's  Sc<lativc  Salt. 

Acid.  Carbolicum  is  a ])owcr[ul  antisciitic,  destroying 
minute  forms  of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  and  rajiidly  ai'rest- 
ing  fermentat ion,  ])ro[)erl ics  which  go  far  to  c.xplain  its  use 
when  given  iidernally.  It  is  useful  in  chronic  (jn.ttric  com- 
plaints, accompanied  witli  offensive  eructations,  acting  like 
creasote ; it  destroys  sarcin;e,  and  stops  fermentation  on  reach- 
ing the  stomach,  where,  by  its  local  action,  it  often  allays 
sickness  and  vomiting  when  other  remedies  fail.  Diarr/um 
in  a similar  way  is  sometimes  stop])ed  by  it.  'J'hc  suljjho- 
carliol.atcs  of  sodium  and  pota.ssium  are  highly  recommeuded 
for  adndiusi  rat  ion  by  Dr.  Bansom. 
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Carbolic  acid  inhaled,  as  vapour  or  atomised  spray,  acts 
very  effectually  in  checking  the  expectoration  of  chronic 
bro7ichitiit,  is  invaluable  in  {langrcnc  of  the  hmg,  and  has  the 
power  of  cutting  short  mfnenza.  Applied  as  a gargle  (1  dram 
to  1 pint)  in  various  pharyngeal  affections,  or  used  as  a lozenge, 
it  causes  anesthesia  of  the  mucous  membrane,  diminishing 
the  reflex  irritability  in  the  i)alatal  and  other  muscles,  thus 
effectually  preventing  distressing  attempts  at  swallowing,  and 
by  this  means  cutting  short  the  course  of  acute  tonsillitis,  and 
relieving  follicular  pharyngitis. 

It  is  in  its  external  application  that  carbolic  acid  has  won 
for  itself  the  highest  name  amongst  surgical  remedies.  Applied 
to  the  .skin,  it  acts  as  a painless  caustic,  causing  the  death  of 
a very  superficial  film,  and,  in  a similar  way,  it  mav  be  painted 
over  exuberant  granulations.  The  lotion'  (1  oz.  ‘to  1 quart) 
effectually  destroys  the  foul  smell  of  sores  and  ^deers,  exciting 
in  them  healthy  action,  and  hastening  the  healing  process. 
Applied  \o  fresh  n-ounds,  it  diminishes  the  risk  of  profuse  sup- 
puration, and  is  invaluable  as  a dressing  after  amputations. 

Profes.sor  Lister,  believing  that  suppuration  is,  to  a large 
extent,  caused  by  the  action  of  germs  admitted  with  the  air 
to  wounds  and  cavities,  and,  recognising  in  carbolic  acid 
the  power  of  destroying  these,  filters  the  air  tlu'ough  various 
antiseptics — chiefly  carbolic  acid — before  it  is  allowed  to  reach 
the  raw  surface.  This  is  the  principle  of  the  now  famous 
“Antiseptic  Method”  which  has  partly  revolutionised  operative 
surgery.  Carbolic  acid,  when  apjilied  to  the  skin,  or  wounds, 
in  concentrated  solution,  acts  as  a local  anajsthetic,  diminishing 
sensibility,  and  if  the  cork  of  the  carbolic  acid  bottle  be  laid 
against  the  skin  so  as  to  affect  a small  area  with  the  acid,  the 
hypodermic  or  asjhr.ator  needle  can  be  almost  painlessly  in- 
serted. Its  anmsthctic  effect  when  applied  to  carious  teeth 
is  often  marked,  for  this  purpose  it  is  best  mixed  with  collodion 
(1  to  3).  It  is  used  successfully  as  .an  application  to  v.arious 
parasitic  skin  diseases,  and  the  pure  acid  is  the  best  caustic 
we  ]iossess  for  uterine  ulcerations.  A strong  solution  ajiplied 
to  an  extensive  raw  surface,  may  be  absorbed,  and  produce  the 
same  j)oisonous  effects  as  a large  internal  dose,  causing  violent 
ga.'itro-intcstinal  irritation,  .lyncope,  disturbance  of  re.spiration, 
muscular  meakness,  coma,  ami  convulsions  by  its  action  on  the 
yaso-motor  centi'c  and  cord  ; hence,  when  c.ri‘c?t.vny7// employed, 
its  effects  shoukl  be  watched,  the  urine  through  which  it  is 
eliminated  giving  the  earliest  indication  by  being  turned  al- 
most black.  On  stopping  its  application  no  further  trouble  will 
be  found. 
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The  deep  hypodermic  injection  of  ^ gr.  of  the  acid  in  20 
minims  of  water  has  been  found  most  successful  in  deep-seate<l 
inflammations,  glandular  and  joint  swellings, 
gjoisoncd  wounds,  synovitis,  kc.,  repeated  frequently  as  the 

cases  demand.  , ^ 

The  acid  is  best  administered  in  the  form  of  a pul;  toi  ex- 
ternal application,  the  strength  of  the  preparation  does  not 
depend  upon  the  amount  of  acid  contained  in  it,  but  upon  the 
natui'e  of  the  solvent.  1 in  40  of  water,  which  is  the  streng-th 
of  the  “Lotion”  used  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  produces, more 
effect  than  “Carbolic  Oil”  composed  of  1 part  acid  and  10 
parts  olixe  oil.  Koch  has  shown  that  this  latter  preparation 

will  not  kill  germs.  _ 

Tlie  following  is  *i  good  form  for  intcrncil  iidministiEition  . 

C^q-LJLL  ‘ysx-.  xxiv. 

'pidhi-.  xlviij. 

S'Lajt  eJl  cLLo-^LcLs,  xvj. 


Acid.  Chromicum  possesses  the  power  of  killing  all  low 
organisms,  oxidising  organic  matter,  coagulating  albumen  and 
destroying  the  tissues  with  which  it  comes  in  contact ; it  is 
thus  an  antiseptic,  disinfectant,  and  caustic,  and  is  chiefly 
used  in  the  concentrated  form  to  destroy  condijlomata,  warty 
and  other  superficial  growths,  which  it  docs  effectually.  1 dr, 
to  1 gal.  water  makes  aii  inexpensive  antiseptic  and  disinfect- 
ing lotion  for  putrid  sores,  levoorrluva,  ozwna,  kc.,  and  a lotion 
of  10  gi’s.  to  1 07,.  has  a decided  effect  upon  .syjjliilitio  and  gouty 
diseases  of  the  tongue  and  throat. 

Acid,  Chrysophanic.  Chrysarobin). 

Acid.  Citricum  and  Succus  Limonis,  identical  in  aclion 
with  Tartaric  acid,  arc  gi'ateful  refrigerants,  a small  quantity 
sucked  in  tlic  parched  mouth  i)roducing  a refreshing  moistui’o 
by  stimulating  the  salivary  glands,  and  proliably  also  all  the 
glands  of  the  mucous  inembriinc  down  to  the  stomach.  When 
administered  in  health,  the  urine  becomes  markeilly  acid  under 
their  use,  but  it  has  been  found  by  exiau-ieiuc  that,  when  given 
in  fevers,  they  do  not  increase  the  .acidity  of  the  urine.  Salts 
of  the  vegetable  acids  act  as  refrigerants,  but  they  differ  from 
the  acids  in  increasing  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood,  being  oxi- 
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dised  and  converted  into  carbonates,  in  which  state  they  pass 
out  the  urine.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  largely  used  in 
effervescing  draughts,  which,  on  being  swal- 
owed  whilst  the  carbonic  acid  is  being  given  off,  act  as  seda- 
tives to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  the  gas  having 
a soothing  mfluence  upon  the  terminal  filaments  of  the  nerves 
of  this  organ.  Under  the  head  of  Acidum  Citricum,  in  the 
Materia  Medica  portion  of  this  work,  will  be  found  a useful 
table  of  the  requisite  proportions  of  different  alkalies  to  make 
an  effervescing  mixture,  and  below  is  the  formula  for  one  of 
these.  Lemon  juice  acts  like  citric  acid,  Imt  is  found  to  be 
much  more  efficacious  in  scurvy,  acting  in  some  way  as  a 
blood  restorative,  and,  in  addition  to  being  a specific  in  this 
disease,  it  is  a sure  prophylactic.  It  has  been  recommended  in 
acute  rheumatism.  A decoction  of  fresh  lemon  is  believed  to 
possess  anti  periodic  powers.  A solution  of  citric  acid  is  largely 
used  as  a substitute  for  lemon  juice.  ° 


3X1  j. 
cL.4A.J3~ 

C3AA~iCK.,  fLJA.J3.C~L  'X..CJ3je.~,jCtUj~  C3.0-cJlJlc.CCJX~e, 
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Acid.  Gallicum  and  Acid.  Tannicum  are  powerful  vege- 
table astringents.  Tannic  acid  coagulates  albumen  and  mucus, 
but  gallic  does  not.  The  way  in  which  these  substances  pro- 
duce their  astringent  effect  cannot,  however,  be  explained 
upon  merely  chemical  principles.  They  were  generally  sup- 
posed to  act  by  “ tanning  ” or  “ condensing  ” the  skin  and 
membranes  with  which  they  came  in  contact  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  when  taken  internally  they  acted  dii'ectly  ujion  the 
muscular  tissue  in  the  arterial  coats  and  lessened  the  calibre  of 
the  small  vessels.  Rossbach’s  experiments,  however,  prove 
that  the  vessels  are  dilated  and  that  the  partly  chemical  and 
partly  vital  action  of  these  acids  is  yet  to  be  explained. 

Gallic  acid  is  inferior  to  tannic  as  a local  astringent,  and 
tannic  when  administered  is  changed  to  gallic  in  the  stomach 
or  in  the  blood,  and  as  such  passes  into  the  urine,  where  it  is 
recognised  by  blackening  iron,  but  not  precipitating  gelatine ; 
hence  gallic  acid  is  chielly  the  one  selected  for  internal  ad- 
ministration. These  acids  are  useful  in  all  internal  heemorr- 
luiges,  in  excessive  secretions  from  different  parts  of  the  body, 
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and  for  cutting  short  local  inflammations,  as  in  various  forms 
of  sore  throat  's,  nasal  catarrh,  and  gonorrluoa.  By  their  action 
the  secretion  of  the  bowel  is  slightly  lessened,  the  contents  be- 
come more  solid,  and  the  amount  of  albumen  in  albuminuria 
is  diminished.  Glycerine  of  tannin  will  be  found  the  most 
convenient  preparation,  and  either  acid  may  be  given  in  5 to 
10  gr.  doses,  dissolved  in  water,  or  made  into  a pill  with  a little 
tdycerinc.  Tlie  gall  and  opium  ointment  affords  the  best  local 
astringent  remedy  for  painful  heemorrhoids. 

Tannic  acid  is  used  as  an  antidote  in  2>oisonin{/  by  the  alka- 
loids to  form  tannates  which  are  only  partially  soluble. 

Acid.  Hydrobromicum  W not  used  for  any  add  qualities, 
but  for  the  sedative  properties  which  it  possesses  in  common 
with  bromide  of  potassium  ; its  use  is  not  followed  by  the  de- 
pression which  accompanies  the  administration  of  the  potas- 
sium salt  (Sec  under  Bromura.) 

Acid.  Hydrocbloricum,  Nitricum,  and  Sulphuricum. 

— These  acids  form  a group  possessing  definite  therapeutical 
qualities,  and  frequently  arc  referred  to  as  the  “Mineral” 
acids.  They  all,  when  applied  externally,  act  as  powerful  cor- 
rosives and  escharotics  when  undiluted,  and  when  admini-stered 
internally  in  their  strength  they  act  similarly,  destroying  the 
ti.ssue  of  the  digestive  tract,  and  producing  the  well-known 
effects  of  corrosive  poisons.  In  both  these  cases  their  action  may 
be  regarded  as  purely  chemical,  as  they  in  like  manner  act  upon 
dead  tissues.  These  results  are  cxplaincil  by  their  action  on 
albumen  and  by  their  great  affinity  for  water,  which  they  ab- 
stract .so  rapidly  as  to  cause  the  death  of  the  texture  containing 
it.  Nitric  aciil  is  the  one  selected  when  we  wish  to  avail  our- 
sedves  of  this  property,  and  it  is  used  in  phagedenic  ulceration 
and  sloughing  by  ajiplying  the  strong  acid  with  a stick,  ft 
destroys  all  unhealthy  ti.ssue,  at  the  same  time  allcring  the 
condition  of  the  surroun<ling  living  parts  .so  that  diseased 
action  is  sto])i)Cil.  It  is  likewise  used  to  destroy  warty  growths 
and  stimulate  sluggish  ulcers,  and  it.  is  useful  when  a.p|ilicd  to 
the  interior  of  the  uterus  in  chronically  inllamcd  conditions, 
its  action  is  very  supcrticial  because  it-  cannot  rcdissolve  the 
albumen  which  it  precii)itates  and  which  thus  limits  its  iienc- 
tration  into  the  tissue. 

Strong  hydrochloi’ic  aend,  diluted  with  an  C(pial  weight  of 
honey  (making  a linclus').  is  used  to  destroy  tlie  false  "luein- 
brano  in  diphtheria  and  ulcerations  of  the  throat. 

SI rong  sulphuric  acid  is  used  as  an  a-iiplicalion  \o  carious 
bone,  cancer,  and  chancres,  and  phosphoric  acid  acts  a.s  a, 
])o\vcrful  caustic.  Diluted  with  from  2(10  to  31)0  times  their 
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bulk  of  water,  they  form  good  astringent  lotions  for  sluggi.sh 
sores,  or  gargles  for  relaxed  conditions  of  the  throat,  diminish- 
ing the  secretion  of  the  part  to  which  they  are  applied. 

The  writer  has  found  gi-eat  benefit  from  an  injection  into  the 
bladder  of  nitric  acid  and  water  (as  sour  as  the  mouth  can 
agreeably  bear)  in  chronic  cystitis,  with  ammoniacal  ui’ine. 
Dr.  Koberts  recommends  a similar  injection  to  dissolve  phos- 
phatic  stone. 

Internally,  the  mineral  acids  stimulate  the  alkaline  secre- 
tions of  the  body  and  check  the  acid  ones,  thus  the  saliva, 
bile,  and  intestinal  juice  are  increased,  and  the  secretion  of 
acid  gastric  juice  lessened.  This  gives  us  an  explanation  of 
the  gi'eat  value  of  these  acids  in  (hjs]n‘2)sia.  Hydrochloric 
acid,  which  is  a constituent  of  the  gastric  juice,  is  j)articularly 
useful  in  chronic  gastric  complaints,  a dose  administered 
before  checking  the  excessive  irritating  acid  secretion 

and  stimulating  the  appetite,  whilst  after  a meal  in  a different 
class^  of  cases,  the  digestion  is  accelerated  by  supplying  the 
deficiency  of  acid,  as  pepsin  refuses  to  dissolve  fibrine  unless 
fi'ee  acid  is  present. 

The  mineral  acids  are  rapidly  absorbed,  having  great  dif- 
fusive power,  and  on  entering  the  blood  they  combine  with 
bases,  freeing  weaker  acids  from  theii’  salts,  and  thus  render- 
ing the  blood  less  alkaline.  Whilst  passing  through  the  liver 
they  probably  influence  the  tissue  changes  which  take  place 
betvyeen  the  blood  and  the  hepatic  cells,  as  their  administration 
diminishes  the  amount  of  urea  excreted.  They  appear  in  the 
urine  as  salts  of  urea.  Brunton  thinks  that  probably  to  this 
alteration  of  tissue  change  in  the  liver  the  good  effects  of  the 
nitro-hydrochloric  acid  are  due  in  he})atic  disease.  They  have 
an  astringent  effect  upon  the  muscular  tissue,  and,  conse- 
quently, are  useful  in  checking  hfcmorrhagcs.  The  dilute  nr 
aromatic  sulphuric  acid  in  20"  minim  doses,  freely  diluted, 
answers  the  purpose  well,  and  also  checks  siccating. ' 

As  regards  the  astringency  of  the  mineral  acids,  sulphuric 
is  the  strongest  and  hydrochloric  the  weakest,  and  their  effect 
upon  the  bowel  is  probably  local. 

The  free  administration  of  the  diluted  mineral  acid.s  rendci's 
the  urine  slightly  more  acid  than  the  normal  condition,  but 
these  remedies  do  not  cause  the  already  alkaline  urine  to  be- 
come acid  in  the  same  way  that  the  vegetable  acids  do. 

In  y'cw/’.s’,  the  administration  of  the  diluted  mineral  acids 
(which  is  spoken  of  as  the  Swedish  treatment)  is  followed  by 
good  results.  They  make  uj)  for  the  deficiency  of  acid  in  the 
gastric  juice,  which  is  a feature  iu  fever;  they  help  to  neu- 
tralise the  excessive  alkalinity  of  the  blood,  and  to  correct 
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the  acrid  alkaline  motions  of  typhoid  fever.  Sometimes 
moderate  doses  of  the  ililute  hydrochloric  acid  act  as  a mild 
purgative  in  fever. 

CXic^LcLL  5^^^.  5iv. 

5Vij.  ^<1.0.^. 


(%<lA.cLi.  7\(J>T^ixLd.  5v. 

plo-^  <-o^  ^i. 

cL  3x. 


c.x>^p-.L^a^L.  c-o^i 


RJL£.<x^n_e, 


Acid.  Hydrocyanic.  Dil.— Prussic  acid  is  the  most  rapid 
and  fatal  poisou  known,  causing  death,  if  administered  in  a 
concentrated  form,  in  less  than  a minute,  by  acting  as  a tiro- 
found  nervous  and  cardiac  sedative,  and  paralysing  all  the 
cerebro-spinal  nerves.  After  a large  dose  the  patient  falls, 
his  res])iration  liccomes  convulsive,  t)n|)ils  dilated,  and  face 
congested,  death  ensidngby  rajiid  as|)hyxia,  succeeding  con- 
vulsions and  coma,  though  the  blood  in  a (piickly  fatal  case 
may  be  florid  in  the  veins.  It  is  used  in  medicine  chiefly  on 
account  of  its  sedative  action  when  aiiiilicd  to  the  pcrijiherat 
extrennties  of  irritated  and  painful  nerves;  hence  its  use  in 
painful  gastric  disorders,  accom])anicd  with  vomiting,  3 minim 
doses  in  ga-dric  ulcer  or  eaneer  often  giving  much  relief,  and, 
by  bltiiding  the  sensibility  of  the  nerves,  it  is  tisoful  in  the 
reflex  vomiting  of  prvgnaneg  and  for  the  cough  of  phthisis, 
and  externally  allaying  the  itch  of  urticaria,  lichen,  kc.,  when 
applied  in  those  latter  cases  as  a lotion  of  1 in  10 — ettre  beittg 
taken  that  the  .skin  is  not  broken. 

The  preiiaiations  of  bismuth  may  he  ordered  with  great, 
advantage  with  Prussic  tieid  in  stomach  affections. 
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Acid.  Lactic,  possesses  properties  similar  to  those  of  the 
mineral  acids  as  described  under  Hydrochloric.  The  dilute 
acid  has  a solvent  action  when  applied  to  the  diphtheritic 
membrane,  and  internally  it  is  a valuable  aid  in  atonic  dys- 
pepsia, ami  a grateful  refi-igerant  which  has  done  good  service 
in  diahetes  and  vesical  catarrh.  Sour  buttermilk  will  be  found 
superior  in  most  respects  to  lactic  acid  for  internal  use. 
Recently  Lurtz  has  used  glacial  lactic  acid  made  into  a plaster 
with  powdered  silicic  acid  (equal  parts)  for  the  desti-uction  of 
hipus.  Splendid  results  he  claims  for  the  lactic  acid — (1)  it 
only  attacks  ‘unhealthy  tissue,  (2)  it  is  not  very  painful,  (3) 
the  resulting  scar  is  not  unsightly,  (4)  it  is  free  from  the 
dangers  accompanying  the  use  of  arsenic. 

Acid.  Meconic.  is  an  acid  obtained  from  opium  ; it  pos- 
sesses doubtful  narcotic  properties.  It  is  the  constituent  of 
oirinm  which  gives  the  blood-red  reaction  with  soluble  proto 
salts  of  iron.  It  is  introduced  into  the  B.P.  not  on  account  of 
its  therapeutic  virtue.s,  but  to  make  solution  of  bimeconate  of 
morphine. 

Acid.  Nitric,  resembles  hydrochloric  acid  in  action,  under 
which  head  its  chief  uses  are  mentioned.  It  is  also  recom- 
mended as  a remedy  in  syphilis,  but  its  efficacy  probably 
dcjicnds  upon  its  general  tonic  action.  It  has  been  supposeii 
to  exert  an  alterative  or  specific  action  uj)ou  the  liver,  but  it  is 
inferior  to  the  following  : — 

Acid.  Nitro-Hydrochlor.  Dil. — In  addition  to  the  tonic 
properties  possessed  by  the  mineral  acids,  the  experiments  of 
Rutherford  prove  it  to  be  an  active  hepatic  stimulant.  As  a 
restorative  in  {)rostralion  and  loss  of  appetite,  following  pro- 
longed mental  labour,  combined  with  a vegetable  bitter,  in  1.5 
to  20  minim  doses,  it  will  be  found  the  most  satisfactory  and 
cflicient  tonic  we  ])osscss.  It  should  be  recently  prepared. 
Used  in  the  form  of  a bath  in  chronic  congestion  of  the  liver, 
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by  mixino-  1 oz.  strone:  nitric  and  2 oz.  hydrochloric  acids  with 
2 gallons°water  at  98°,  it  will  be  often  fouml  usefnl. 

Acid  Oleic,  and  Oleates.— The  introduction  of  the 
olcates,  and  the  subsequent  perfecting  of  their  preparation  by 
Dr.  Shoemaker,  mark  a new  era  iii  cutaneous  therapeutics ; 
but  the  preparations  just  introduced  into  the  new  B.P.  under 
the  names  of  Oleates  of  Mercury  and  Zinc,  ^^ill  not,  in  the 
writer's  opinion,  strengthen  these  remedies  in  the  estimation  of 
the  profession.  The  great  difficulty  that  these  valuable  com- 
pounds have  found  in  winntug  their  way  into  use  has  been 
in  the  imperfection  of  their  processes  of  manufacture,  and 
the  consequent  instability  of  the  resulting  oleates. 

Shoemaker,  with  the  aid  of  Dr.  Woltf,  has  almost  com- 
pletely removed  these  difficulties.  In  the  first  instance,  by 
procuring  a pure  oleic  acid,  which  he  extracted  from  almond 
oil  by  saponification  with  litharge,  and  subsequent  purifi- 
cation with  benzine,  HCl.,  and  steam.  Irom  this  pure  acid 
he  endeavoured  to  make  neutral  and  chemical  oleates  having 
neither  base  nor  acid  in  e.vccsx.  This  was  accomplished 
by  fii'st  making  a pure  olcatc  of  sodium,  which  he  did  by 
union  of  the  acid  with  soda,  and  subsequent  careful  puri- 
fication. The  colourless  body  so  prepared  was  dissolved  in 
8 parts  of  water,  forming  a solution  from  which  all  the 
other  oleates  can  be  easily  prepared,  by  adding  a neutral 
solution  of  a salt  of  the  substance  until  the  sodium  oleatc 
solution  is  ccwijletely  decomposed.  Such  an  oleate  differs 
j from  an  oinfment  made  with  a .salt,  and  when  applied,  as  the 

j heat  of  the  body  causes  it  to  liquify,  the  fluid  oleate  penc- 

t trates  into  the  minute  gland  ducts  of  the  .skin  ; whilst  in  the 

> case  of  an  ointment,  the  fattj"  basis  as  it  melts  filters  into  the 

1 ducts,  leaving  the  salt  in  a film  upon  the  surface  of  the  skin. 

I There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  ques- 

I tion  of  whether  the  oleates  are  absorbed  by  the  skin— Shoc- 

II  maker  affirms  they  arc  not.  The  writer  believes  that  a 

; chemically  pure  neutral  oleatc  is  not  absorbed,  but  that  a 

t preparation  with  a large  excess  of  oleic  acid,  which  is  unstable 

II  and  certain  to  be  decomposed  before  its  application,  is  likely 

D to  be  absorbed  just  as  common  mercurial  ointment  c.an  easily 

ii  find  its  entrance  into  the  system  through  the  skin.  This  is  the 

I explanation  of  the  opposite  views  upon  this  subject.  The 

I zinc  olcatc  of  Shoemaker  is  a soft  unctuous  ])owdcr  of  great 

’ value  in  interf  riya,  eczema,  and  nearly  every  form  of  .wperficial 

ii  cut, (inenux  inflammation.  The  official  oleate  and  its  ointment 

can  be  used  for  similar  affections,  whilst  tlic  mercurial  olcatc 
is  a remedy  of  great  power  in  chronic  glandular  and  joint 
affect  ionn  and  paranitic  nkin  d Ucanr-'i,  especially  when  attacking 
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the  seal]!  or  beard.  The  oleates  of  coi^per,  silver,  and  the 
various  alkaloids  are  elegant  and  cleanly  vehicles  for  the 
application  of  these  remedies. 

Oleic  acid  itself  is  only  used  in  the  manufacture  or  prepara- 
tion of  the  oleates. 

Acid.  Phosphoric,  has  no  properties  beyond  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  mineral  acids,  as  described  under  Acid.  Hyeb'o- 
chloric.  It  is  refrigerant  and  tonic,  and  is  suj^tposed  by  some 
to  have  the  power  of  dissolving  phosphatic  deposits  and  bony 
tumours.  It  makes  an  agreeable  drink  in  diahetes,  without 
any  therapeutical  virtue,  and  should  not  be  prescribed  when 
we  want  to  obtain  the  medicinal  effects  of  j)hosphorus,  since, 
of  eourse,  it  contains  no  free  phosphorus.  The  concentrated 
acid  is  a strong  caustic. 

Acid.  Salicylic,  is  a powerful  antiseptic  and  antiferment, 
and  thus  becomes  a surgical  dressing  of  great  value  when  used 
either  in  the  form  of  “ lint  ” or  “ wadding,”  or  “ ointment  ” (1 
to  27),  or  “lotion”  (acid  10  parts,  borax  20,  water  100),  or  as 
“ oil  ” (1  to  50  olive  oil).  Whilst  the  power  and  certainty  of 
its  action  as  an  antiseptic,  together  with  its  mildness,  combine 
to  make  it  so  valuable,  it  has  the  great  disadvantage  of  being 
nonvolatile.  It  has  been  used  with  benefit  as  a local  anti- 
septic ajDjffication  in  diphtheria,  and  a solution  in  collodion 
(1  to  2)  speedily  destroys  corns  and  warts.  The  soda  salt  has 
little  lethal  effect  upon  germs  ; a solution  has  been  used  as  a 
local  sedative  to  the  joints  in  aente  rheumatism. 

Internally,  salicin  and  salicylic  acid  have  proved  remedies 
of  much  value  in  various  febrile  diseases,  but  it  is  maiuly  in 
acute  rheumatism  that  the  good  effeets  of  these  drugs  have 
been  duly  ap2)reciated.  Maclagan,  whose  experience  of  them 
has  been  great,  and  to  w'hom  the  profession  is  greatly  indebted 
for  their  application  to  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  2)refers 
salicin  to  the  acid  as  being  more  agreeable,  safer,  and  more 
uniform,  but  j^robably  the  greater  jmrity  and  uniformity  of  the 
acid,  by  more  recent  improvements  in  the  details  of  manu- 
facture, have  led  to  the  reverse  being  the  more  generally 
accepted  belief  note. 

Salic3dic  acid,  in  doses  of  .about  1.5  to  20  grs.  every  2 or  3 
hours,  soon  jiroduces  effects  in  the  healthy  individual  like 
quinine — fulness  in  the  head,  buzzing  in  the  cars,  distui'bances 
of  vision,  and  if  the  dose  be  veiy  considerabl}^  increased  in 
frequenc}'  and  amount,  other  more  alarming  s^-mptoms  sujjer- 
vcnc,  as  deafness,  squinting,  sighing  respiration,  restless 
delirium,  with  d.ark  albuminous  urine,  involuntary  evacuations 
and  convulsions  (it  docs  not  reduce  the  tcmi)erature  in  health). 
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The«e  symptoms  may  terminate  fatally  by  its  paralysing  action 
upon  the  respiration,  though  it  i)robably  requires  what  many 
would  consider  an  enormous  dose  of  the  pure  acid  or  its  salts 
to  brintr  about  such  an  issue. 

Salicylic  acid  is  excreteil  by  the  saliva  and  perspiration,  and 
appears  in  the  urine  soon  after  administration,  and  various 
theories  are  held  as  to  its  condition  in  the  blood,  some  holding 
that  it  e.xists  tbere  as  the  sodium  salt  (Salkowski),  others  that  it 
becomes  an  albuminate  (Feser),  while  Binz  believes  that  the 
sodium  salt  is  decomposed  in  the  blood  by  the  carbonic  acid,  and 
acts  there  as  salicylic  acid.  Recently  Latham  claims  to  have 
proved  that  the  acid  is  changed  into  salicyluric  acid  and  pre- 
vents the  formation  of  uric  acid  in  the  system. 

The  most  convenient  and  desirable  form  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  drug  in  disease  is  the  soda  salt.  In  rlircumatlc  fever 
most  ilecidcd  results  follow  this  method  of  treatment.  The 
temperature  is  reduced  generally  within  24  hours.  Often  both 
pain  and  temperature  are  most  markedly  diminished  after  12 
hours. 

30  gi’s.  of  salicylic  acid,  or  salicylate  of  sodium,  in  half  an 
ounce  of  any  infusion  or  in  water  every  two  hours  for  3,  4,  or 
fi  doses,  as  the  severity  of  the  pain  and  height  of  the  fever 
heat  indicate,  will  be  found  the  best  practice  to  adopt.  I’rofuse 
sweating  will  generally  follow  after  each  dose. 

Often  patients  express  relief  after  the  first  or  second  dose, 
and  it  is  not  unusual  to  have  a fall  of  3 to  5 degrees  at  the  end 
of  24  or  48  hours,  or  a total  cessation  of  all  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease. 

It  is  affirmed  that  the  chances  of  heart  complications  arc 
lessened  and  that  the  course  of  the  disease  is  cut  short  by  this 
treatment,  but  we  have  not  sufficient  evidence  to  arrive  at  this 
conclusion  till  the  use  of  the  acid  and  its  salts  has  been  still 
more  extensively  tried.  'Die  writer,  after  carefully  watching 
the  effects  of  the  soda  salt  in  acute  rheumat\>im,,  l)elicves  that 
whilst  it  is  invaliialile  in  its  speedy  ami  cerliiin  relief  of  pain 
and  lover  heat,  it  iievcrlheless  does  not  ap])car  to  cut  short  the 
real  duration  of  the  attack,  and  does  not  appreciably  ])rcvcnt 
heart  complications.  I'ain  and  fever  will  returti  if  it  be  with- 
held, but  yielil  again  on  its  adininislratioii  ; still,  after  a,  con- 
siderable trial  of  its  use  most  observers  will  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  an  inestimable  boon,  and  that  it  should 
be  alwa^'s  given  in  this  disease.  Latham  holds  that  it  is 
decidedly  ciir.'itive,  but  ho  insists  iqion  the  use  of  the  pure 
acid  obtained  from  the  winter-green. 

In  the  h\ii)er-ii]irex\a  of  acute  rheumatism  it  is  not  safe  to 
trust  alone  to  the  antipyretic  virtues  of  cither  salicylic  acid 
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or  quinine  ; the  cold  bath  shoukl  be  employed.  Dr.  Maclagan 
has  found  the  cerebral  symptoms  produced  by  large  doses  of 
salicylic  acid  disa])pear  on  the  administration  of  salicin  and 
the  withdrawal  of  the  acid. 

For  the  high  temperatures  in  other  diseases  (typhoid  fever, 
scarlatina,  pneumonia,  &c.),  this  remedy  has  been  found  useful, 
but  in  no  other  affection  than  in  rheumatism  probably  will 
it  be  found  to  supersede  quinine.  It  possesses  very  decided 
antipcriodic  power. 

It  is  a cholagogue,  and  increases  the  amount  and  fluidity’ 
of  the  bile,  anil  may  be  given  in  cases  of  gall  stone. 

Brunton  recommends  it  in  small  doses  to  relieve  headache, 
and  in  larger  doses  in  jJhlegmasia  dolens. 

Acid.  Sulphuric, — The  astringent,  tonic,  and  caustic  pro- 
perties of  this  remedy  will  be  found  mentioned  along  with  the 
other  mineral  acids  under  the  head  of  Acid.  Hydi’ochloricum. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  it  is  valuable  as  an  astringent 
only  in  bleeding  from  niveous  surfaces. 

Acid.  Sulphurosum  is  used  in  medicine  on  account  of  the 
destructive  effect  which  it  produces  on  the  lower  forms  of  life, 
both  animal  and  vegetable.  Hence  it  is  useful  in  parasitic 
shin  diseases,  applied,  diluted  with  an  equal  bulk  of  glycerine  ; 
and  internally  in  pyrosis  and  fermentative  conditions  of  the 
stomach,  depending  upon  the  existence  of  sarcinte.  It  has 
been  occasionally  vaunted  as  a remedy  in  zymotic  diseases.  It 
should  be  given  in  doses  of  i to  1 dram,  freely  diluted.  It  has 
been  used  as  a spray  in  laryngeal  phthisis. 

Acid.  Tannicum  is  fully  discussed  under  “Acid.  Gallicum,'’ 
which  it  closely  resembles,  being,  however,  much  more  suitable 
for  local  application,  whilst  the  gallic  acid  should  be  the  one 
selected  for  internal  administration. 

Acid.  Tartaricum  is  identical  in  therapeutic  action  with 
Acid.  Citric,  (which  see). 

Aconite  is  one  of  the  most  potent  remedies  in  the  Ph.arma- 
copoeia,  producing  well-marked,  definite  effects,  .and  causing 
death  by  paralj'sing  the  respiratory  centre  or  dejiressing  the 
heart  without  affecting  the  cerebral  faculties.  Before  this 
event  takes  place  various  alterations  in  the  sensory  and  motor 
apparatus  occur.  Weber  found  that  a feeling  of  tingling 
occurred  throughout  the  body,  beginning  in  the  most  sensitive 
parts  and  extending  gradually  to  the  least  sensitive,  but  the 
terminations  of  the  motor  nerves  appear  to  be  irrit.atcd  at  first. 
There  is  great  dc])rcssion  of  the  entire  nervous  system  with 
diminished  sensibility  and  loss  of  power  (bordering  upon 
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paralysis)  of  all  the  nerves  of  the  spine  and  medulla.  Auajs- 
tliesia  occurs  owing  to  the  perceptive  centres,  then  the 
iiheries,  and  finally  the  nerve  trunks  becoming  paralysed. 
The  pupils  oscillate  between  contraction  anti  dilatation,  finally 
remaining  widely  dilated. 

It  is  chiefly  on  account  of  its  distinct  sedative  action  on  the 
heart  that  aconite  is  useful,  moderate  doses,  according  to 
Ringer,  reducing  the  pulse  to  40  beats  in  the  minute,  and 
lowering  the  respn-ation  ; and  the  same  authority  explains  its 
action  on  the  ground  of  its  paralysing  all  nitrogenous  tissue, 
and  thus  affecting  the  ganglia,  nerves,  and  muscle  of  the  heart. 
Following  the  reduction  of  the  pulse  in  febrile  conditions,  the 
heat  of  the  body  falls  steadily,  and  the  skin  keeps  moist, 
aconite  acting  as  a diaphoretic,  though  this  diaphoretic  action 
in  no  way  accounts  for  the  reduction  of  temperature. 

These  effects  produced  by  aconite  have  led  to  its  applica- 
tion in  the  treatment  of  inflammations — as  immimonia,  peri- 
tonitis, rlieumatisin,  and  erysipelas — some  authorities  going 
so  far  as  believing  that  if  the  remedy  is  administered  suffi- 
ciently early,  the  inflammation  or  fever  is  often  prevented.  It 
seems  to  be  especially  useful  in  acute  throat  affections.  It 
should  be  given  in  small  doses — 1 minim  of  the  tincture  every 
15  minutes  for  six  or  eight  doses,  then  every  two  or  three  hours, 
and  kept  up  while  the  thermometer  registers  above  100°.  This 
course,  which  appears  to  many  to  be  merely  the  treatment  of 
symptoms,  should  not  interfere  with  the  exhibition  of  remedies 
standing  upon  the  solid  foundations  of  therapeutics,  which  aim 
at  destroying  the  cause  of  the  disease.  Aconite  is  found  very 
useful  in  neurnlgia  of  the  fifth  nerve,  and  it  increases  the 
efficacy  of  quinine  in  most  neuralgic  conditions.  Success  has 
followed  its  administration  in  the  vomiting  of 
Externally  it  paralyses  the  sensory  nerves,  causing  tingling 
when  applied  to  the  skin  or  tongue,  and  thus  it  often  relievos 
2)ain,  especially  when  rubbed  in,  in  the  form  of  ungnentum 
aconitiiue,  over  the  course  of  the  affected  nerve,  or  used  as  a 
liniment  in  rheumatism,  sciatica,  kc. 

Adeps  and  Adeps  Benzoatus  an;  used  solely  as  external 
emollient  iip])lications,  aifording  a uniformly  soft  and  unirri- 
tating base  for  the  preparation  of  oinlinents  containing  more 
active  substances.  The  benzoin  is  added  to  resist  the  "putre- 
factive changes  to  which  lard  is  so  liable. 

.either  is  used  in  medicine  with  three  different  intentions 

1.  As  a local  ancrsthefic,  thrown  in  the  form  of  s|)ray  upon  the 
skin  or  gum,  when  tlic  reduction  of  tcm|)eraturc  caused  by  its 
rapid  evaiiorat ion  becomes  so  great  as  to  freeze  the  part,  de- 
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priving  it  of  all  sensibility,  and  permitting  the  performance 
of  minor  cutting  operations  or  the  extraction  of  teeth.  The 
ether  used  for  this  purpose  is  the  official  “ Jither  Purus.” 
2.  It  is  administered  internally  in  moderate  doses,  when  it 
reaches  the  stomach  it  stimulates  its  movements,  increases  the 
gastric  secretion,  expels  flatus,  and  acts  as  a powerful  diffusible 
stimulant  and  narcotic,  like  alcohol ; it  is  consumed  largely  in 
some  parts  of  Ii'elaiid  as  a substitute  for  whiskey;  it  is  anti- 
spasmodic,  and  is  useful  in  hroncliitic  asthma,  in  doses  of  ^ to 
1 dram.  Duraude’s  remedy  for  the  solution  of  gall-stones  was 
a mixture  of  turpentine  and  ether.  3.  It  is  inhaled  to  pro- 
duce general  auassthesia,  affecting  first  the  cerebrum,  then  the 
sensory,  and  next  the  motor  centres  of  the  cord,  next  the 
sensory,  and  finally  the  motor  centres  in  the  medulla.  It  is 
undoubtedly  safer  than  chloroform,  having  a stimulating  action 
on  the  heart ; when  death  oecurs,  which  is  rare,  it  is  owing 
to  the  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  apparatus.  It  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  more  disagreeable  and  more  tedious,  and  sup- 
posed by  some  to  be  more  liable  to  be  followed  by  vomiting, 
disadvantages  which,  when  balanced  against  greater  safety  to 
life,  should  weigh  as  nothing.  (See  under  Chloroform.) 

It  may  be  given,  poured  upon  a sponge  in  any  form  of  inhaler 
which  fits  the  face,  1 oz.  being  poured  on  at  first,  and  kept  up 
fearlessly  till  symptoms  of  insensibility  show  themselves.  The 
vapour  should  be  administered  in  as  concentrated  a form  as 
possible.  If  the  sponge  be  warmed,  l^y  wringing  thoroughly 
out  of  hot  water,  the  effect  is  sooner  produced.  Some  patients 
rerpru’e  a good  deal,  and  the  mater  has  used  a pint  and  a half 
in  one  instance  before  insensibility  supervened.  It  can  be 
administered  in  conjunction  with  nitrous  oxide,  which  may  be 
used  to  produce  iusensibility  which  can  afterwards  be  kept  up 
for  a considerable  time  with  ether,  or  it  may  be  mixed  with 
chloroform  as  in  the  A.C.E.  Mixture. 

jEther  Acetic,  resembles  ether  in  action,  only  is  more 
agreeable  and  milder,  and  acts  as  a mild  diaphoretic  in  doses 
of  half  a teaspoonful  in  sweetened  water  or  sherry.  Hoffman's 
Anodyne  possesses  similar  qualities. 

Alther  Nitrous— as  found  in  the  Spirit.  Hither.  Nitrosi— 
though  regarded  by  many  as  a domestic  remedy,  is  a very 
efficient  and  agreeable  diaphoretic  or  diuretic,  especially 
useful  in  dropsies  in  the  debilitated.  It  possesses  powerful 
narcotic  pro])crties  like  ether,  when  given  in  large  doses.  Dr. 
Walter  Smith  thinks  its  diuretic  effect  probably  depends  upon 
its  stimulating  action  on  the  heart.  It  is  inv.aluable  in  all 
fchrilc  affections  of  childhood  characterised  by  a hot  skin; 
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and  in  full  doses,  12  or  15  minims  for  a child  one  year  old  it 
soothes  the  irritation  of  delayed  dentition  better  than  any 
other  safe  remedy. 

Prof.  Leech  has  recently  drawn  attention  to  the  value  of 
this  remedy  in  reducing  arterial  tension,  like  nitrite  of  amyl 
and  other  nitrites,  and  he  has  shown,  contrary  to  what  might 
be  expected,  that  its  influence  upon  the  circulation  is  of  con- 
siderable duration.  This  lets  in  new  light  upon  the  dinydioretic, 
diuretic,  and  fclrifuye  virtues  of  this  worthy  domestic  remedy. 

Alcohol  Amylicum— Fousel  oil — is  seldom  used  in  medi- 
cine. it  is  employed  by  the  poorer  classes  as  a counter-irritant, 
and  is  used  for  the  preparation  of  valerianate  of  sodium  and 
nitrite  of  amyl. 

Alcohol  Ethylicum  is  alcohol  deprived  of  almost  all 
water.  It  is  used  merel}^  in  the  preparation  of  chloroform 
and  ethylate  of  sodium ; and  although  spiritus  rectificatus  is 
really  introduced  into  the  B.P.  for  its  solvent  action,  to  make 
tinctures,  &c.,  and  not  on  account  of  its  therapeutic  properties, 
still  the  student  must  have  a clear  knowledge  of  the  action  of 
alcohol. 

The  popular  term  of  “Stimulants,”  as  applied  to  the  various 
preparations  containing  alcohol,  is  very  apt  to  mislead.  If 
alcohol  be  regarded  as  a true  narcotic,  like  chloroform,  ether, 
or,  in  some  respects  opium,  much  of  the  difficulty  of  compre- 
hending its  action  will  disappear.  Narcotics  at  first  cause  a 
period  of  stimulation  or  excitement,  afterwards  followed  by 
sleep  and  coma ; and  alcohol  differs  from  the  substances  just 
mentioned  only  in  degree,  its  period  of  excitement  happening 
to  be  more  prolongo<l.  The  true  appreciation  of  this  fact  ren- 
ders its  use  as  a remedial  agent  easily  understood. 

Small  doses  augment  the  force  of  the  heart,  dilate  the  capil- 
laries of  the  skin,  and  increase  the  mental  activity — probably 
by  dilating  the  cerebral  vessels;  while,  unfoi'tunatcly,  the 
effects  of  large  doses  arc  too  well  known  to  need  any  descrip- 
tion. Poisonous  doses  ])aralysc  the  nerve  cenfres  in  the  in- 
verse order  of  their  development,  beginning  wit h the  higher 
mental  or  emolional  centres,  jiroducing"  profound  coma, 
dilated  2)U[)ils,  ])allor  of  the  skin,  feeble  lailse.  a I'cduccd  tem- 
perature, embarrassed  rcspir.ation,  and,  linally,  death  from 
jiaralysis  of  the  rcsiiiratory  or  c.ardiac  cenfres. 

By  hindering  or  lessening  oxidation,  i)oisonous  doses  reduce 
the  temperature  from  2°  to  5°  or  even  10°,  and  often  small 
doses  cause  it  to  fall  half  a degree;  this  effect  of  small 
doses  is  not  constant,  and  is  not  met  with  in  those  having  be- 
come accustomed  to  its  pi-olonged  or  intemperate  use.  Briinton 
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has  clearly  shorra  that  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  early  symptoms 
— including  the  reduction  of  temperature — are  owing  to  the 
action  of  the  alcohol  upon  the  vascular  system  by  causing 
dilatation  of  the  superficial  vessels,  and  allowing  the  great 
sheet  of  cutaneous  capillaries  to  cool  the  blood  by  transmis- 
sion and  radiation.  When  the  surrounding  air-  is  very  cold, 
these  vessels,  which  ordinarily  contract  and  prevent  reduction 
of  temperature,  dilate  to  such  an  extent  under  alcohol  as  to 
cause  the  patient’s  death  speedily  by  loss  of  heat  in  arctic 
climates.  It  appears  certain  that  a fair  quantity  (it  is  not 
clear  how  much)  disappears  in  the  system,  and  is  used  up  as 
food  like  sugar. 

Alcohol  is"  given  very  freely  by  many  m fevers,  and  in  acute 
disease;  and  elaborate  directions  are  given  for  its  exhibition 
in  such  cases,  some  authorities  relying  upon  signs  of  failure  in 
the  heart  and  general  circulation,  others  looking  for  indica- 
tions from  the  exhausted  nervous  system.  Much  more  informa- 
tion is  needed  before  any  definite  conclusions  can  be  arrived 
at.  Most  authorities,  however,  would  probably  agree  (1)  that 
alcohol  is  not  necessary  at  all  in  the  majority  of  cases  ; (2) 
that  often  unpromising  cases  pull  through  without  it ; (3)  that 
in  severe  cases  it  cannot  be  safely  withheld  from  those 
habituated  to  it ; (4)  that  occasionally  by  the  use  of  alcohol, 
life  may  be  saved  which  would  otherwise  be  lost ; and  (5)  that 
it  is  rarely  needed  in  the  very  large  doses  prescribed  by  some 
— 6 to  10  oz.  whiskey  may  be  regarded  as  representing  a liberal 
daily  allowance. 

There  is,  however,  another  aspect  of  the  case  about  which 
most  will  agree,  and  that  is  the  good  effects  of  one  large  dose 
of  alcohol  at  bed-time  as  a narcotic  in  very  many  diseases. 
This  produces  effects  which  can  hardly  be  expected  from  any 
other  narcotic  if  the  patient  has  been  a stranger  to  the  drug. 
In  sleeplessness  from  overwork,  neuralgia,  kc.,  its  good  effects 
are  apparent ; and,  moreover,  the  danger  of  the  patient  becom- 
ing the  victim  of  intemperance  is  reduced  to  a minimum  when 
given  in  one  large  dose,  like  a draught  of  laudanum  or  chloral, 
after  his  retiring  to  bed.  It  should  be  given  made  in  punch  ; 
and  whiskey  is  the  best  form  of  alcohol  for  this  purpose.  In 
many  inflammatory  diseases  the  addition  of  30  grs.  of  nitre  is 
an  imiirovemcnt.  The  student  should  remember  that  in  or- 
dering wines  and  spirits  the  effects  are  not  always  in  propor- 
tion to  the  percentage  of  alcohol  contained  in  them,  since  the 
subtle  ethers,  which  develop  as  the  liquid  becomes  aged,  pro- 
duce characteristic  effects.  , -a  ^ - < 

Ihandy,  Whiskey,  Gin,  and  Hum  contain  about  oO  to  o4  per 

cent,  of  alcohol  by  measure. 
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The  following  liquids  cont.nin  the  following  percentages  of 
alcohol  by  weight:— Port  Wine,  16  to  17;  Sheiy,  In  to  16; 
Madeira,  M to  15;  Claret,  5 to  7;  Porter  (bottled)  and  Ale 

Cbottled").  5 to  6.  , 

Externally,  spirit  is  highly  esteemed  by  surgeons  as  a cRess- 
iiiff,  and  by  them  is  used  in  two  very  diilerent  ways.  The 
ordinary  “spirit  lotion”  is  made  by  adding  1 part  of  the 
official  Spt.  Vini  Rect.  to  3 of  water,  or  equal  parts  of  whiskey 
and  water,  and  so  constituted  may  be  used  as  an  evaporating 
lotion,  when  applied  to  any  part  on  lint,  and  the  vapour  pei- 
mitted  to  escape  freely.  It  thus  cools  the  part,  and  by  ducctly 
abstracting  heat  it  modifies  inflammatory  action.  hen  spirit 
lotion  is  applied  on  lint,  and  covered  in  with  oiled  silk,  so  that 
its  vapour  cannot  escape,  then  it  acts  like  a mild,  stimulating 
poultice,  possessing  antiseptic  properties.  (See  under  Cata- 
plasmata). 

Aloe  Barbadensis  and  Aloe  Socotrina  are  cathartic, 
cbietiy  acting  on  the  large  intestine,  especially  its  lower  hair, 
producing — in  doses  of  1 to  1 grs.,  after  about  10  hours 
copious  softened  evacuations,  generally  accompanied  by  some 
gi'iping.  It  produces  its  effects  when  sprinkled  over  a blis- 
tered surface,  or  injected  into  the  blood,  so  that  it  probably, 
as  Headland  thought,  when  administered  internally,  enters 
the  blood,  from  which  it  is  eliminated  by  the  mucous  mem- 
lirane  of  the  colon,  which  it  stimulates  to  increased  action.  It 
has  a decided  stimulating  effect  upon  the  liver,  and  increases 
the  quantity  of  bile,  as  Rutherford’s  experiments  prove,  at  the 
same  time  acting  upon  the  duodenum,  but  it  only  acts  as  a 
purgative  when  bile  is  present  in  the  duodenum  or  intestines. 
Very  large  doses  cause  watery  motions  by  increasing  the  in- 
testinal secretion.  Very  small  doses,  as  g to  ^ gr.,  increase 
the  appetite  and  give  tone  to  the  stomach. 

The  clicct  of  tills  drug  deiiends  more  upon  the  state  of  the 
bowels  than  upon  its  dose.  2 or  3 grs.  will  be  found  enough 
for  ordinary  results,  and,  if  followed  in  si.x  hours  by  a mild 
saline,  will  prove  a very  elicctivc  cathartic. 

It  is  in  chninir  cimxtipathni  that  aloes  is  most  used,  and  ^ 
gr.  in  a dinner  pill,  or  ^ gr.  with  nux  vomica  and  iron  twice  a 
day  will  give  good  results.  Its  use  is  not  followed  by  con- 
stipation, nor  is  there  much  necessity  for  the  dose  being  gradu- 
ally increased,  as  with  other  cathartics.  It  is  of  value  in 
aiiieniirr/una,  being  supjiosed  to  e.xeite  the  uterus  from  its 
liroximity  to  the  seat  of  action — the  I'cctuin — but  for  this  imr- 
1 lose  it  should  be  ordered  with  iron  .about  the  expected  time 
of  the  delayed  menstrual  aiipcarance.  Often  it  relieves,  birt 
sometimes  aggravates  lurmorrho'idx,  aiul  should  not  be  given 
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in  pregnancy  or  inflammatory  affections  of  the  rectum.  The 
watery  extract  of  Socotrinc  aloes  is  the  best  form  for  admin- 
istration, and  it  is  of  it  that  the  above  doses  are  given ; its 
effects  are  increased  by  the  addition  of  a bitter. 

Aloin  should  be  given  in  about  half  the  above  doses. 

The  Compound  Decoction  of  Aloes  was  observed  to  give 
good  results  in  many  intestinal  complaints  by  Professor 
Gordon,  and  the  writer  has  found  surprising  effects  from  it  in 
obstinate  dlarrlicca  in  chikli’en  and  adults  ; cases  having  been 
observed  to  resist  all  treatment,  both  astringent  and  elimi- 
natory,  have  yielded  to  a few  1 to  2 oz.  doses  of  this  irrepara- 
tion,  which  seems  to  possess  some  alterative  action  on  the 
mueous  membrane,  often  causing  in  6 hours  a soft  solid  motion 
where  watery  evacuations  have  been  the  rule  for  many  days. 
It  is,  however,  a most  unreliable  purgative — 1 oz.  occasionally 
purging  at  one  time  and  constipating  the  next. 


.0^. 

'ioJL 

t-ojt.  xxiv.  o-i . i. 


Alum,  is  an  astringent,  causing  coagulation  of  albumen  and 
gelatine,  and  condensation  of  tissue.  Externally  it  is  power- 
fully styptic,  and  the  dried  jwwder  is  an  escharotic,  destroying 
grannlatiom  and  warty  grmvtlis.  When  administered  it  is 
carried  by  the  blood,  after  absorption,  astringing  the  tissues 
and  vessels  and  diminishing  secretion.  In  this  way  it  controls 
distant  lurmorrliages,  and  is  the  best  remedy  in  the  bleeding 
of  the  bowel  in  typhoid'  fever.  In  10  gr.  doses  it  may  be  given 
to  check  the  profuse  secretion  in  bronchitis,  dysentery,  diarr- 
ha;a,  leucorrha'a,  and  night-siceats.  In  large  repeated  doses 
(of  1 th'am)  it  is  emetic,  and  cond)incd  with  opium,  it  pinges 
gently  in  gjainters'  colic,  and  is  a remedy  of  great  value  in  the 
treatment  of  lead  j)oi.'toning,  and  it  has  been  vaunted  as  one  of 
the  niyri.ad  specifics  (.or gwrlnss is,  and  for  malaria. 

Tile  most  satisfactory  effects  of  alum  arc  seen  in  its  local 
astringent  action  ; I to  8 grs.  in  1 oz.  water  cure  purulent 
ogjluhalmia  of  infants,  when  poured  into  the  eye  every  hour, 
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unless  it  is  of  gonorrhoeal  origin  ; but  owing  to  alum  possessing 
Tsoh^nt  actimi  on  the  corneal  cement  it  nray  cause  pcrfomtion 
and  should  be  used  with  caution,  and  it  should  not  be  «scd  it 
there  is  a breach  of  surface  ; ^ oz.  to  20  makes  a fn’?n 

lor  relaxed  a lotion  for  secreting  jiwunds  zomI  an  in- 

iection  in  qonorrhwa  and  leiicorrhcea.  It  has  been  tound 
beneficial  in  membranous  orovj),  and  insufflation  of  the  po'' ^ci 
is  useful  in  chronic  catarrh  and  nasal  dischanje.  The  glj  cei- 
iiie  is  a valuable  local  application  to  enlarged  tonsils. 

'"Ammoniacum.— A stimulating  expectorant,  which  has 
fallen  into  disuse,  but  which  will  be  always  fouiul  beneficial 
in  assisting  the  aged  and  emphysematous  in  getting  up  with 
greater  ease  the  tough,  viscid  secretion  of  the  chronically  in- 
flamed mucous  membrane.  Probably  it  acts  by  some  ol  its 
constituents  being  excreted  by  the  membrane,  depriving  the 
secretion  of  its  adhesiveness.  Considerable  experience  or  ds 
effects  ill  a large  infirmary  of  aged  invalids  convinces  the 
wn-iter  that  in  some  way  it  greatly  facilitates  expectoration, 
and  assists  n-heezing,  in  doses  of  10  grs.  to  i dr.,  rubbed  into 
an  emulsion  with  warm  water.  Larger  doses  act  as  a puigatiye  ; 
and  externally  it  is  a mild  irritant,  the  plaster  often  biiugiug 
out  an  eruption  on  the  skin. 


AlUlllOIlia/,  when  applied  externally',  is  a rubefacient  or 
vesicant.  A small  Idister  may  be  produced  in  a few  minutes 
by  laydng  a piece  of  lint,  soaked  in  the  strong  solution,  on  the 
skin,  and  rapidly  covering  it  with  a watch-glass.  Its  vapour, 
applied  to  the  conjunctiva  and  respiratory'  tract,  also  acts  as  a 
powerful  irritant  and  stimulant,  by  reflex  action  raising  the 
blood  pressure  throughout  the  body',  and  is  useful  in  syncope 
and  conditions  arising  from  shod/.,  internally',  free  ammonia, 
or  its  carlionatc,  acts  as  a powci'ful,  diiTusiVilc  stimuhant, 
directly  exciting  the  heart,  and  adding  temporary'  tone  to  the 
circulatory  and  nervous  sy'stcms  ; hence,  in  cases  of  sudden  de- 
gercssion  and  desgn'rate  exhavstion,  a dram  of  the  dilute  liquid, 
mixed  with  twice  its  bulk  of  water,  should  be  injected  into 
one  of  the  veins.  Its  action  Ijcing  the  same  when  tlirowu  into 
a vein  or  swallowed,  shows  that  it  is  not  likely'  that  it  is 
neutralised  befoi'C  absoiqition  (i)erhiips  owing  to  its  high 
difl'usivc  |)ower),  and  it  probably'  acts  directly'  on  the  cardiac 
nerves,  and  afterwards  on  the  entire  nervous  system,  and  is 
partly  eliminated  liy  the  l)ronchial  nuicous  membrane,  which 
probably  explains  its  expectorant  act  ion  by  thinning  the  viscid 
secretion.  It  is  converted  into  urea  in  the  blood. 

Rossliach  fouial  that  a rery  veah  soluli(m  of  ammonia 
painted  over  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  in  a living 


320 


therapeutics. 


Ammonia. 


animal,  caused  a decided  and  large  injection  of  the  entire  sur- 
face, and  resulted  in  an  increase  of  the  mucous  secretion. 
Stronger  solutions  caused  excessive  hyperaemia  and  secretion, 
and  hnally  a croupous  exudation  on  the  surface.  Other  alkalies 
produced  very  different  results. 

It  is  also  alkaline  or  antacid,  neutralising  in  the  stomach 
quantity  of  acid  or  ii'ritating  gastric  juice.  It 
slightly  increases  but  does  not  diminish  the  acidity  of  the 
differs  from  the  alkalies — potassium,  sodium  and 
lithium  by  hrst  markedly  stimulating  the  spinal  cord  fin 
poisonous  doses)  and  causing  tetanic  convulsions.  It  should 
be  injected  where  there  is  strong  reason  for  supposing  that  a 
clot  of  blood  has  formed  in  the  heart  or  any  of  the  great  vessels 
as  it  aids  its  solution.  ’ 


Carbonate  of  Ammonium  acts  like  the  free  gas.  It  is  emetic 
and  purgative  in  large  doses ; and  in  quantities  of  about  8 grs., 
clilutecl  fieely,  acts  as  a most  efficient  stimulating  expectorant, 
and  general  diffusible  stimulant  in  all  prostrating  febrile  con- 
ditions,  its  administration  in  measles  and  scarlatina  being 
followed  sometimes  by  most  satisfactory  results,  even  reducing 
the  temperature.  It  is  just  possible  it  acts  by  destroying  the 
moibid  poison  in  these  cases,  as  it  does  in  wasp  stings  and  in- 
sect bites  when  applied  locally.  It  is  not  admissible  in  tjuihoid 
states  ndth  ammoniacal  breath.  The  utility  of  its  injection  in 
snahe  bites  is  doubtful. 


Brewer  found  that  the  carbonate  when  introduced  into  the 
stomach  was  neutralised  by  the  free  HCl.  present  with  the 
evolution  of  CO2.,  and  that  death  rapidly  followed  in  cats  after 
a dose  of  10  grains.  By  previously  neutralising  the  acidity  of 
the  gastric  juice  wo  such  result  followed.  It  was  also  harmless 
when  injected  in  similar  doses  into  the  cellular  tissues  or 
rectum,  or  loop  of  intestine ; and  he  maintains  that  the  action 
of  carbonate  of  ammonium  is  not  due  to  the  presence  of  the 
carbonic  acid  in  combination  with  the  base,  but  is  dependent 
upon  the  absorption  of  free  ammonia  (^nascent  ?)  whilst  the  salt 
is  in  the  act  of  chemically  combining  with  the  HCl.  of  the 
gastric  juice. 

He  always  found  that  the  cardiac  muscle  was  much  stimu- 
lated, the  heart  continuing  to  beat  hours  Jifter  its  removal  from 
the  body.  This  latter  fact  suggested  to  the  ^vl•iter  the  value  of 
injections  of  ammonia  in  poisoning  by  chlorofomi. 

Brewer  believes  that  in  the  condition  of  the  gastric  function 
will  be  found  the  indication  and  explanation  of  the  stiniul.ating 
action  of  carbonate  of  ammonium  ; and  that  in  c;ises  of  failing 
cardi.ac  and  resjtiratory  force,  it  will  be  useless  if  the  gastric 
function  is  also  failing. 
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Acetate  of  Ammonium  Solution,  or  spirit  of  Jlindererus,  .acts, 
after  absorption,  upon  the  skin,  causing  profuse  diaphoresis, 
and  is  especially  useful  in  all  the  feverish  conditions  of  child- 
hood. It  iiossesses  the  curious  power  of  counteracting  the 
immediate  effects  of  drunhenness,  but  must  be  given  in  wine- 
glassful  doses,  or,  in  emergency,  a teaspoonful  of  the  carbonate 
in  a glass  of  vinegar  acts  equally  as  well. 

A mixtm'e  containing  2 oz.  of  acetate  of  amrnonium  solution, 

2 drs.  of  acetate  of  potassium,  4 drs.  of  spirit  of  nitre  and  camphor 
water,  with  a little  syrup,  to  S oz.,  affords  the  most  satisfactory 
and  harmless  diaphoretic,  or  febrifuge  combination,  in  pass- 
ino-  febrile  conditions,  or  while  awaiting  a deflnite  diagnosis 
in°the  more  serious  feverish  states.  The  solution  of  the  citrate 
has  the  same  action. 

Benzoate  of  Ammonium  is  a diuretic,  acting  like  benzoic  acid, 
and,  like  it,  passing  out  as  hippuric  acid  in  the  urine.  It  is 
more  active  than  the  acid.  Dose— 10  to  20  grs.  in  water. 

Bromide  of  Ammonium  resembles  the  corresponding  potas- 
sium salt  in  action.  (See  under  Droinum.)  It  is,  however,  much 
more  useful  in  whooping-cough,  adding  to  its  antispasmodic  an 
expectorant  action,  and  possessing  sedative  influence  over  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx.  The  writer  has 
found  it  in  hospital  practice  the  best  routine  remedy  for  this 
disorder  in  children,  combined  with  expectorants,  like  hippo 
and  squill.  It  must,  however,  be  given  freely ; a child  one 
year  old  may  get  3 grs.,  or  in  bad  cases  it  may  be  pushed  till 
drowsiness  and  marked  sedative  effects  are  produced.  Da 
Costa  urges  its  use  in  acute  rheumatism. 

Chloride  of  Ammonium  is  a useful  expectorant  when  taken 
internally,  and  is  most  valuable  when  sucked  in  the  mouth 
in  small  pieces,  or,  more  elegantly,  in  the  compressed  discs  of 
Wyeth,  one  of  which,  placed  in  the  hollow  above  the  last 
u])per  molar,  between  the  check  and  the  gum,  where  it  will 
take  above  an  hour  sometimes  to  dissolve,  will  be  followed  by 
a free,  painless,  and  often  silent  expectoration  of  mucus  and 
checking  of  the  cough.  It  often  permits  the  subjects  of 
bronchial  irritation  to  freely  expose  themselves  to  the  cold, 
<lam|),  and  even  foggy  almosphere  of  a severe  winter. 

The  writer  proposes  the  term  Ciliary  E.xcitauts  for  remedies 
which  a]ipcar  to  liavc  this  effect  mion  the  cxpcctor.alion. 

In  chronic  bronchitis  with  very  profuse  discharge,  or  in 
pulmonary  cavities,  they  have  little  effect,  but  in  ordinary 
catarrh,  after  the  acute  stage,  they  will  be  found  very  useful 
if  persisted  in.  and  they  run  no  risk  of  upsetting  the  digestion. 
It  becomes  a difficult  question  as  to  the  w.ay  in  which  these 
substances  act.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  that  it  is  not 
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by  absorption,  since  the  same  efFeet,  though  in  a muck  less  de- 
gi-ee,  may_  sometimes  be  produced  by  sucking  substances 
absolutely  insoluble,  as  bits  of  glass,  rubber,  &c.,  and  some  of 
tne  soluble  remedies  produce  no  efltect  when  swallowed  in 
mixtures  even  in  large  doses ; so  that  one  is  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  act  by  reflex  action.  Two  conditions  appear 
necessary  to  produce  a decided  effect  upon  the  secretion,  viz. — • 
the  substance  should  be  soluhle  in  the  fluids  of  the  mouth,  and 
should  produce  an  impression  upon  the  nerves  of  taste  different 
fiom  that  continually  being  caused  by  food.  Sugar,  for  instance, 
will  riot  affect  the  secretion,  but,  if  flavoured  with  an  essen- 
tial oil,  it  appears  to  possess  some  power. 

The  impression  produced  upon  the  terminal  filaments  of  the 
glosso-pharyngeal,  or  the  lingual  branch  of  the  fifth  nerve  is 
conveyed  to  the  centre  in  the  medulla,  whence  it  probably  is 
communicated  by  branches  of  the  vagus,  or  through  the  sym- 
pathetic system  to  the  mucous  membrane,  or  bronchus,  in 
^^hich  it  may  effect  nutritive,  secretory,  or  motor  changes. 
To  pursue  the  subject  further  and  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
these  changes  would  be,  with  our  present  knowledge,  only  to 
enter  into  the  region  of  speculation.  It  is,  however,  a well- 
established  fact  that  the  impression  made  upon  the  nerves  of 
sight  by  seeing  tempting  food,  or  upon  the  nerves  of  smell  by 
inhaling  its  odour,  will  cause  copious  secretion  of  gastric  juice 
in  the  stomach;  and  the  action  of  an  irritating  emetic  will 
stimulate  all  the  glandular  apparatus  of  the  resjjii'atory  tract, 
and  greatly  increase  the  quantity  of  bronchial  mucus,  as  well 
as  cause  its  dislodgmeiit  by  the  mechanical  act  of  vomiting. 

It  is  generally  maintained  that  ciliary  motion  is  quite  in- 
dependent of  direct  nervous  control,  and  this  is  based  chiefly 
upon  its  persistence  after  death,  and  its  resistance  to  poisons, 
electricity,  &c.,  but  a careful  study  of  the  aetion  of  various 
drugs  sucked  in  the  mouth  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  they 
possibly  acted  in  some  way  upon  the  cilia  lining  the  respiratory 
tract,  probably  through  the  indirect  action  of  the  nervous 
system  stimulating  them  to  brisker  and  stronger  movements, 
sweeping  up)  secretions  which,  on  account  of  theii'  tough  and 
adhesive  properties,  are  with  extreme  difficulty  and  slowness 
carried  along  the  membrane. 

It  is,  however,  possible  that  such  secretory  changes  take 
place  in  the  mucous  surface,  through  the  action  of  the  trojjhic 
nerves  of  the  part,  as  might  cause  the  secretion  to  become  less 
viscid  (though  it  docs  not  ap])car  so),  or  the  membrane  more 
moist,  whereby  the  cilia  would  be  permitted  to  move  more 
easily  and  quicklj'-,  and  hurry  along  the  secretion  ; in  either 
case  the  result  is  the  same.  As  the  effects  of  this  class  of 
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probability  of  any  remedy  acting  as  an  expectorant  and  in- 
creasing the  quantity  of  bronchial  secretion  without  influencing 
the  cilia  is  very  slight.  The  cilia  are  parts  of  the  same  cell, 
the  office  of  which  is  to  secrete  the  mucus,  and  it  is  hardly  in 
keeping  with  our  present  knowledge  to  suppose  that  the 
functional  activity  of  the  cells  would  be  increased  without  in- 
fluencing their  prolongations — the  cilia — even  though  the  pro- 
cess of  secretion  should  end  in  the  death  of  the  cell. 

This  salt  of  ammonium  gives  the  best  results  of  any  of  the 
series  of  ciliary  excitants,  far  exceeding  in  effect  its  action 
when  swallowed  in  large  doses.  Chloride  of  Ammonium  was 
found  by  Anstie  to  be  useful  in  neumhi'ia,  and  to  cut  short  the 
course  of  migraine  attacks,  in  doses  of  20  grains.  Murchison 
largely  employed  it  in  chronic  hepatic  congestion.  ^ 

Phosphate  of  Animoniuin  is  a diuretic,  and  is  said  to  dccom- 
i pose  the  insoluble  urate  of  sodium  in  the  blood,  forming  urate  of 
ammonium  and  phosphate  of  sodium,  and  is  highly  recom- 
I mended  in  cases  of  'ivric  acid  calculus. 

Spirit  of  Ammonia  (Aromatic)  and  Aqva  Ammoniec  afford, 
the  former  especially,  agreeable  methods  of  administering  am- 
I monia.  It  is,  perhaps,  needless  to  say  they  should  be  always 
r freely  diluted. 

Ammonia  acts  as  a caustic  or  irritant  poison  when  swallowed, 
the  fi'cc  gas  causing  serious  laryngeal  trouble  (possibly  rc- 
I quiring  tracheotomy),  and  violent  gastric  iiTitation,  forbklding 
the  use  of  the  stomach-pump. 
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. Amygdala — the  sweet  almond — is  sometimes  used  in  medi- 
cine on  account  of  its  mild,  demulcent  effect  when  directly 
applied  to  initated  mucous  membranes,  but  it  is,  however, 
chiefly  employed  as  an  agreeable  vehicle  for  more  potent  reme- 
dies, or  made  into  bread  as  a food  for  diabetics.  The  oil 
expressed  from  either  variety  is  a bland,  soothing  application 
in  inflammatory  shin  affections. 

Bitter  Alrnonds  are  more  active,  containing,  in  addition  to 
emulsin,  which  is  also  found  in  the  sweet  variety,  a principle 
called  amygdalin.  These  two  substances,  when  brought  to- 
gether in  presence  of  water,  act  upon  each  other,  the  amygdalin 
splitting  into  two  new  bodies — Prussic  acid  and  volatile  oil  of 
almonds — the  former  of  which,  being  a deadly  poison,  accounts 
for  deaths  after  eating  bitter  almonds;  and  it  explains  the 
action  of  a lotion  of  bitter  almond  emulsion  in  stoj^ping  the 
itch  of  various  skin  affections. 

Amyl  Nitris  . — When  2 to  6 minims  of  this  drug  are  inhaled  i 
a surprisingly  rapid  effect  is  produced  upon  the  heart  and 
arteries ; the  pulse  is  quickened,  or  sometimes  doubled,  the 
arteries  greatly  dilate,  the  carotid  throbs,  and  the  face  flushes, 
and  there  is  great  general  relaxation  of  the  ai’terioles,  with  j 
diminished  blood  pressure.  If  the  dose  be  increased  there  are 
signs  of  paralysis  of  the  motor  and  sensory  centres  in  the 
spinal  cord,  the  quickened  heart  and  resphation  become  slower, 
and  may  finally  cease  from  paralysis ; tetanic  cerebral  convul- 
tions  occasionally  arise,  the  temperature  falls,  and  the  blood 
pressure  becomes  nil.  The  blood  in  cases  of  poisoning  assumes 
a characteristic  chocolate  colour  from  the  formation  of  methffi-  i 
moglobin,  which  is  deoxidised  with  greater  difficulty  than  ' 
haemoglobin  itself.  The  dilatation  of  the  arterioles  is  caused 
by  either  paralysis  of  them  muscular  coats  or  of  the  local  vaso-  ; 
motor  ganglia. 

Brunton  anticipated  its  efficacy  in  Angina  Pectoris,  in  which 
disease  it  has  proved  a blessing,  lessening,  when  a few  drops  i ■ 
are  inhaled,  the  arterial  spasm,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  ' 
cases  producing  relief  from  the  agony  of  the  attack.  The 
capsules  introduced  and  prepared  by  Martindalc,  and  covered  I 
with  silk,  into  which  the  amyl  escapes  when  the  capsule  is 
broken  between  the  thumb  and  fingers,  affonl  the  safest,  most  : 
elegant,  and  raijid  means  for  the  administration  of  the  drug. 

The  dose  is  the  same  whether  inhaled  or  swallowed. 

It  has  been  used  with  success  in  epihpsy  while  the  attack 
is  coming  on,  in  asthma,  neuralgia,  eclampsia,  migraine,  and 
.sea  sichne.ss.  It  has  been  used  to  combat  the  heart  failure  in  i 

iinjicnding  death  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  Through  I 

its  action  upon  the  cord,  it  diminishes  reflex  excitability,  and  , I 
in  the  case  of  animals  sugar  appears  in  the  urine. 
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Dr.  Jlacdonald  finding  recently  that  the  administration  of 
amyl  ‘^reatly  increased  the  elimination  of  Uric  Acid  in  the 
urine,  “has  used  it  in  gmd  with  a success  which  warrants 
further  trial. 

Ainylum— Staa-ch— is  nutritious ; but  it  is  for  its  bland, 
unirritating  qualities,  when  applied  externally  or  in  enema, 
that  it  ba^  been  used  in  medicine.  The  powder  dusted  over 
erysipelatous  or  excoriated  surfaces  acts  as  a soothing  coating, 
shielding  the  part  from  the  action  of  the  air  or  irritating  secre- 
tions. Occasionally  the  preparation  with  glycerine  irritates 
the  skin.  Starch  is  an  antidote  for  iodine. 

Anethum  and  Anisum.— Dill,  Aniseed,  Coriander,  Fennel, 
and  Caraway  are  identical  in  action.  They  are  in  large  doses 
general  stimulants,  and  are  used  in  medicine  as  remedies  to 
relieve  the  (jTipiny  of  purriatives,  and  the  pain  of  colic,  and 
flatus  in  childi-en,  for  which  purpose  aniseed  is  most  used. 
They  probably  act  in  these  latter  cases  as  antispasmodics 
by  reflex  action ; in  small  doses  they  increase  the  secretion 
of  gastric  juice,  and  all  possess  feeble  expectorant  powers  by 
! stimulating  the  resphatory  membrane  during  elimination  by 
' the  breath.  In  full  doses  aniseed  has  weak  narcotic  powers. 

Anthem  id  is  Flores— Chamomile— is  a stomachic  bitter, 

! improving  the  appetite,  and  indirectly  aiding  digestion  by  in- 
creasing the  vascularity  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane  ; in 
1 larger  iloscs,  especially  if  warm,  the  infusion  is  emetic.  Its 
i chief  use  is  in  atonic  (lyspepsia.  Externally,  a warm  fomenta- 
t tion  is  a popular  remedy  in  the  early  stage  of  inflammations 
and  sprains.  The  oil  is  a general  stimulant  and  antispasmodic 
I in  5 minim  doses.  It  diminishes  reflex  excitability,  and  has 
t been  found  useful  in  sick  headache. 

Antimonium. — The  tartrate  is  the  salt  generally  used  in 
medicine  on  account  of  its  greater  solubility  and  activity. 

Externally,  it  reddens  the  skin,  and  brings  out  an  eruption 
, of  pustules  somewhat  like  smaJJpox.  Owing  to  its  counter- 
irritant  action  being  uncertain,  and  liable  to  be  followed  by 
scars,  it  is  not  much  used. 

In  large  doses  it  is  a violent  irritant  poison,  producing  in- 
flammation of  the  digestive  tract,  with  great  prostration  .and 
paralysis  of  the  motor  and  sensory  nerves  fi'om  its  direct 
action  on  the  cord.  The  heart  is  paralysed,  the  arterial  pressure 
falls  finally  to  nil,  and  the  body  he.at  and  the  respiration  be- 
come reduced. 

In  medicinal  doses  its  action  varies  with  the  quantity  .ad- 
ministered. In  ^ gr.  doses  it  slightly  reduces  the  force  of  the 
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pulse  by  its  direct  effect  upon  the  heart,  and  acts  as  a dia- 
phoretic, causing  free  perspiration,  probably  by  affecting  the 
nerve  supply  of  the  sweat  glands,  and  it  increases  the  secre- 
tion of  the  bronchial  mucus.  The  latter  effect  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  drug,  and  places  it  in  the  first  rank  of 
true  expectorants.  It  would  appear  that  the  same  change 
occurs  in  the  mucous  membrane,  as  is  seen  in  the  skin,  and 
this  is  especially  likely,  as  we  know  that  the  gastric  and  intes- 
tinal mucous  secretions  are  likewise  increased.  In  slightly 
larger  doses — j to  ^ gr. — nausea  is  excited  and  the  heart’s 
action  is  diminished,  antimony  acting  as  a cardiac  sedative ; 
the  pulse  gets  soft  and  weak,  arterial  tension  is  lowered,  and 
general  relaxation  of  all  muscular  structures  supervenes ; and 
if  the  dose  is  repeated,  or  one  dose  of  1 to  3 grs.  be  given, 
active  vomiting  takes  place,  with  great  depression  and  inten- 
sification of  the  former  mentioned  effects. 

Its  emetic  action  follows  either  after  it  is  swallowed  or  in-  i 
jected  into  a vein,  and  experiment  shows  that  it  acts  firstly  by  = 
direc.tly  influencing  the  vomiting  centre,  and  secondly  by  irri- 
tating the  terminal  filaments  of  the  pneumogastric  and  exciting 
refiex  action.  It  is  eliminated  by  the  glands  of  the  stomach,  : 
intestines,  and  bronchi,  and  in  the  urine  and  bile,  and  affects  - 
the  cells  in  the  skin  like  arsenic  when  given  in  poisonous  doses 
to  frogs,  only  its  action  extends  deeper  than  that  of  arsenic. 
Such,  then,  is  they^Z'y^wZoy/mZ  action  of  tartar  emetic — that 
is,  its  action  when  administered  to  a healthy  organism  ; its  : 
therapeutic  action,  or  the  effects  which  it  produces  in  diseased  ; 
conditions,  can  be  for  the  most  part  anticipated  from  this. 
Thus,  in  febrile  conditions,  with  a hot,  dry  skin,  its  diaphoretic 
action  will  be  called  to  our  aid  ; in  broncliial  affections,  with  i 
tenacious  adhesive  secretion,  it  produces  great  benefit ; while 
in  acute  inflammations  like  and  2deuriti,s,  with 

high-bounding  pulse,  great  fever,  and  vascular-  excitement,  it 
is  simply  invaluable,  from  its  cardiac  sedative  action. 

In  acute  inflammatory  affections  of  the  respiratory  tract, 
especially  in  croup  and  laryngeal  spasmodic  diseases,  it  is  om' 
sheet-anchor,  all.ayiug  spasm,  reducing  fever,  and  directly  j 

cutting  short  the  progress  of  the  disease.  It  is  called  an  anti-  * 

phlogistic  from  this  power  of  combating  aeute  infiammations  I 

of  a sthenic  type,  and  it  is  probable  that  its  action  in  such  f 

cases  is  only  what  can  be  accounted  for  by  its  effects  upon  the  $ 

heart’s  force  and  frequency,  ami  the  diminution  in  the  respiia-  ; 

lory  movements  and  vascular  tension.  I 

In  the  violent  delirium  oi  fevers,  Graves  employed  it  in  ^gr.  J 
doses  with  great  benefit,  combined  with  as  much  opium,  every  1 

hour  or  two.  In  delirium  tremens,  when  opium  failed  totally  { 
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to  produce  any  sleep,  the  writer  has  seen  it  speedily  act  when 
•i  to  2 gr.  of  this  salt  was  added. 

In  the  acute  bronchial  affections  of  childhood,  antimony 
continues  to  be  the  best  remedy  we  possess.  Combined  with 
hippo,  or  given  alone,  in  the  form  of  the  wine,  j to  1 tea- 
spoonful  is  an  emetic  for  a child  1 year  old,  and  3 minims 
every  hour  afterwards  keep  up  the  expectorant  effect ; but  the 
dose  can  be  easily  regulated  by  keeping  the  little  patient  on 
the  border-land  of  vomiting.  In  bad  cases  this  treatment 
cannot  be  persisted  in,  as  great  prostration  supervenes. 

Tartar  emetic  was  formerly  employed  to  produce  muscular 
relaxation  in  dislocations  and  hernia,  a practice  which  has 
melted  away  before  the  advance  of  chloroform.  It  is  still  used 
in  rifjiditij  of  the  os,  and  is  valuable  in  acute  synovitis.  Often 
great  tolerance  of  the  drug  may  be  observed  in  feverish 
conditions,  probably  as  the  writer  suggests,  owing  to  the 
toxic  effect  of  the  poison  (causing  the  fever')  on  the  nerve 
centres. 

Antiuumial  or  James's  Powder,  the  active  principle  of  which 
is  oxide  of  antimony,  possesses  most  of  the  properties  of  the 
tartrate  in  a feeble  degree.  It  is  used  in  5 gr.  doses  in  febrile 
conditions,  for  its  mild  and  pretty  certain  diaphoretic  qualities. 

Chloride  of  Antimony  is  a powerful  caustic  and  corrosive 
Equkl,  only  used  externally. 

SuljjJiurated  Antimony  po.ssesscs  all  the  powers  of  the  tar- 
I trate,  only  in  a less  degree.  It  has  alterative  properties,  which 

I have  gained  for  it  some  reputation  in  syj>hilis,  when  given 

I with  calomel  in  Plummer's  pill.  It  is  most  uncertain  in  action 
on  account  of  its  insolubility. 

• Apomorphine  possesses  none  of  the  narcotic  properties  of 
morphine.  When  given  by  mouth  or  injected  hypodermically 
I it  produces  vomiting,  and  much  less  is  required  by  this  latter 
! method  than  if  administered  in  the  ordinary  way.  It  acts  like 
tartar  emetic  directly  upon  the  vomiting  centre,  ami  refle.rl (i 
I through  the  peripheral  gastric  filaments,  but  it  is  much’  more 
1 rapid,  and  its  action  is  not  followed  by  nausea  or  pro.'^t  ration  as 
I tartar  emetic  is,  hence  it  is  the  most  ctlicacious  emetic  known 
I in  ca,scs  of  poisoning.  It  stimulates  and  then  paralyses  the 
I motor,  cardiac  and  respiratory  centres  and  muscular  fibre 
' Without  tiffed  ill"  motor  or  sensory  nerves.  ^ 

Apomorphine  is  sitnjjly  invaluable  as  an  cxpccforant  Eoss- 
bach,  by  cx[)Osing  the  interior  of  the  trachea  in  a livino- 
animal,  and  watching  the  effect  of  various  substances,  studied 
the  action  of  expectorant  remedies  from  an  entirely  original 
lioint  of  view.  He  found  that  emetine,  apomorphine,  n.ud’^oi/d. 
carpi ne  produced  a rapiil  and  profuse  ixmring  out  of  mucous 
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secretion,  which  especially  in  the  case  of  the  latter  drug  was 
most  abundant  and  liquid,  and  filled  the  tubes  almost  to  suffo- 
cation. He  demonstrated  at  the  same  time  that,  contrary  to 
the  accepted  opinion,  this  great  hypersecretion  was  not  pre- 
ceded or  accompanied  by  hy2>er(Bmia  of  the  membrane  ; those 
drugs  were  pi’oved  by  a severance  of  all  the  laryngeal  nerves, 
and  by  a ligaturing  of  the  trachea  itself,  to  act  in  no  centric 
or  indirect  way,  but  to  exert  their  influence  by  acting  directly 
ngjon  the  gyeripheral  endings  of  the  gland-nerves  or  minute 
ganglia. 

Apomoiphine  was  found  to  give  rather  better  results  than 
emetine,  while  the  constitutional  effects  of  pilocarpine  pre- 
vented its  use  as  an  expectorant. 

After  these  investigations,  and  after  practical  trials,  extend- 
ing over  one  year.  Professor  Rossbach  has  no  hesitation  in 
stating  that  these  drugs  are  the  prototype  for  expectoratmg 
patients,  especially  in  ch  ronic  injiaviniations  accompanied  vdth 
dryness  of  the  mucous  membrane  wrongly  called  catarrhs,  and 
also  in  acute  catarrhs,  attended  with  very  viscid  secretion. 

In  the  bronchitis  and  croup  of  childi-en  he  convinced  him- 
self of  the  excellent  and  life-saving  action  of  apomorphine. 

He  says,  “ that  it  is  only  since  I learned  the  excellent  effects 
of  apomorphine  that  I can  say  I really  like  to  treat  catarrhs 
even  of  the  most  obstinate  kind,  and  no  longer,  as  before, 
approach  the  cases  with  a sense  of  therapeutic  powerlessness. 

The  writer  has  now  used  it  very  extensively  since  1881,  and 
can  speak  of  it  quite  as  strongly  as  the  above.  He  found  it 
the  only  drug  of  real  value  in  dealing  with  some  forms  of 
bronchial  irritation,  caused  by  the  inhalation  of  flaxdust,  in 
operatives  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  linen,  whilst  it 
afforded  the  best  results  in  ordinary  r/r//  and  espe- 

cially in  asthma.  It  must  be,  however,  used  with  c.aution, 
from  its  risk  of  depressing  the  heart  and  possibly  causing 
oedema  of  the  lung.  Vt  gi’-  e^^^ry  3 or  4 hours  in  camphor 
water,  with  or  wdthout  morphine  or  ipecacuanha. 

Aaua  —The  effects  of  w.ater  as  a remedy  depend  entirely 
upon  the  form  of  its  exhibition,  and  this  is  so  varied  that 
only  a very  few  of  its  actions  can  be  noticed  here.  _ 

Internally,  water  is  of  great  use  in  fever,  in  the  form  of  ice, 
a bit  of  which  sucked  in  the  mouth  .allays  thirst  by  reflex 
aetion,  acting  like  the  ciliary  excitants,  and  bringing  «P  thi<;f 
mucus,  so  common  in  fevers.  It  .also,  prob.ably  by  reflex  .action, 
stimulates  feebly  the  ecrebral  circul.ation  ; and  it 
the  qu.antity  of  gastric  juice  before  being  swallowed,  • > 

.and  irritable  conditions  of  the  .stomach,  it  soothes  by  diminish- 
ing sensation,  while  it  checks  hamiorrhage  by  contracting  the 
muscular  tissue  of  the  ulcerated  artery. 
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In  i to  1 pint  doses,  cold  water  before  food  in  the  mornino; 
acts  as  a mild  cathartic,  by  adding  water  to  the  faeces,  which 
it  probably  docs  by  being  alternately  absorbed,  and  eliminated 
again  as  it  passes  down  the  canal,  stimulating  the  intestinal 
glands.  Introduced  into  the  rectum  as  an  enema,  water  washes 
out  the  colon,  and  is  the  safest  remedy  in  impacted  accumula- 
tions ; but,  to  be  administered  properly,  it  should  be  given  by 
itself  at  about  98°,  slowly  injected,  with  the  patient  lying  on 
the  left  side.  From  3 to  8 pints  can  be  used  with  safety,  if 
not  jerked  up  ; and  benefit  will  be  found  by  turning  the  patient 
over  gently  on  his  right  side,  or  on  his  hands  and  knees,  or  by 
raising  the  pelvis,  so  that  the  fluid  gravitates  along  the  colon 
to  the  valve. 

During  the  administration  of  an  enema  of  this  kind  the 
operator  should  frequently  pause  till  the  spasm  of  the  bowel 
passes  off.  when  he  may  begin  again,  till  all  the  water  that  can 
be  comfortably  borne  is  injected,  and  the  bowel  will  speedily 
dispel  it  along  with  its  solkl  contents. 

Of  a different  class  are  enemata  of  cold  water,  or  of  water 
containing  castor  oil,  turpentine,  soap,  See.  Here  the  intention 
is  to  excite  reflex  contraction,  which  one  endeavours  to  avoid 
in  the  former  case,  and  a pint  or  two  will  be  enough.  Still 
more  different  are  nutrient  enemata,  which  are  intended  to  be 
absorbed.  They  should  not  bo  more  than  the  bulk  of  a few 
ounces,  and  should  bo  of  the  consistence  of  thin  arrowroot. 
The  addition  of  a little  laudanum  assists  in  their  retention  till 
digestion  and  absorption  occur.  Water,  when  taken  in  laro-e 
quantity,  acts  as  a diuretic,  by  washing  out  the  kidneys  and 
bladder. 

Externally,  water  is  largely  used  in  medicine,  and  its  mode 
of  action  depends  upon  its  temperature  and  the  method  of 
application.  Bartholow  states  that  on  immensing  one  hand 
in  cold  water  a corresponding  reduction  of  temperature  occurs 
in  the  other  hand,  and  infers  that  changes  in  a similar  wav 
occur  intcrnall}'. 

The  impression  on  the  sensory  nerves  caused  by  entering  a 
bath  of  cold  vv.ater  is  conducted  to  the  respiratory  centre,  from 
which  stimuli  issue,  setting  in  motion  complicated  respiratory 
and  other  movements,  and,  after  a time,  refrigeration  occurs 
from  the  actual  loss  of  animal  heat,  water  .acting  ,as  a good 
conductor ; the  vessels  of  the  skin  are  caused  to  contr.act  and 
in  the  warm  bath  they  relax.  The  hot,  l)ath  at  flr.sf,  acts’  .as  a 
powerful  stimulant,  but,  if  indulged  in  for  too  long  a iicrioci 
the  heat  of  the  body  causes  cardiac  weakness,  and  prostration’ 
and  fainting  follow.  The  hot  and  waimi  baths,  acting  so 
w 
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thoroughly  on  the  skin  and  increasing  its  secretion,  are  used  to 
cause  excretion  of  water  and  urea  in  drojjsies. 

Ice  is  largely  used  in  surgical  practice  as  an  application  to 
inflamed  parts,  as  in  orchitis,  hernia,  head  ajfectioiis,  Ac.,  act- 
ing as  a sedative,  diminishing  the  amount  of  blood  in  the 
part,  both  by  direct  and  reflex  action ; and  water,  iced,  tepid, 
and  cold,  is  used  for  dressing  and  Rrigating  wounds. 

The  following  are  the  most  common  forms  in  which  water 
is  used  externally  as  a remedial  measure  ; — 

The  Cold  Bath,  which  is  water  about  the  temperature  of 
the  air,  or  on  an  average  of  between  4.5°  and  60°  F.,  is  used 
in  fevers,  and  as  a tonic  in  various  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  for  its  anaphrodisiac  effect. 

The  Tepid  Bath  is  water  about  85°  to  95°,  also  used  in 
fevers. 

The  Warm  Bath  is  water  at  about  98°  to  100°  and  the  hot 
bath  is  water  at  103°  to  108°,  used  in  dropsies,  kidney  diseases, 
catarrh,  Ac.,  while  in  the  Turkish  Bath  vaidous  apartments 
are  heated  from  100°  to  200°  F.  It  is  used  in  secondary 
syphilis,  rhenmatism,  Ac. 

The  Sitz  resembles  the  hip  , being  a vessel  in  which 
the  pelvis  and  hips  can  be  immersed  in  water  at  any  tem- 
perature, the  remainder  of  the  body  being  free.  It  is  used  in 
the  sitting  posture,  chiefly  by  female  patients,  for  uterine 
ailments,  amenorrhcea,  Ac. 

The  Sponye  Bath  is  a shallow  vessel,  generally  of  cold  water, 
in  which  the  patient  sits  or  stands  while  the  surface  of  the 
body  is  sponged  freely  over.  In  its  effects  it  is  identical  ^vith 
the  cold  iDath. 

The  Douche  is  a.  sudden  application  with  force  of  a stream 
of  water  (generally  cold)  to  the  surface  of  the  body;  an  invalu- 
able remedy  in  the  coma  of  alcohol,  sunstroke,  Ac.  It  differs 
from  the  shmver  bath,  which  is  the  impaction  of  a multitude 
of  drops,  or  minute  streams,  from  a height,  and  from  cold 
affuskm,  which  is  the  pouring  of  a liberal  volume  of  cold  water 
over  the  surface  of  the  body,  as  in  fevers,  alcoholism,  and 
larip>f/isuius. 

The  Wet-Pack,  so  much  used  in  hydropathy,  consists  m en- 
veloping the  body  in  a linen  sheet  wrung  out  of  cold  water, 
and  spread  flat  upon  a hard  mattress,  upon  which  the  patient 
reclines,  the  ends  of  the  sheet  being  carefully  tucked  in  on 
each  side,  and  the  feet  completely  covered,  after  which  several 
blankets  arc  placed  upon  the  top  of  the  sheet.  A piece  ot 
Mackintosh  sheeting  is  generally  interposed  between  the  wet 
sheet  and  the  blankets.  The  pack  lasts  half  an  hour  or  more, 
and  friction  with  dry  towels  finishes  it. 


Aqua. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


331 


The  Hot  Wet-Pack  is  mauagecl  in  a similar  way  with  hot 
water,  and  resembles  the  various  steam  baths  used  in  dropsies, 
and  wliich  may  be  made  by  boiling  water  under  a cane- 
bottomed  chair,  upon  which  the  patient  sits,  surrounded  com- 
pletely, except  the  head,  by  a blanket. 

The  Mustard  Pack  is  managed  like  the  Hot  pack  by  infus- 
ing a handful  of  powdered  mustard  in  the  hot  water  in  which 
the  sheet  is  immersed. 

Sir  J.  Simpson’s  poor  man’s  bath  is  made  by  filling  6 or  8 
soda  water  bottles  with  hot  water,  drawing  over  each  a stocking 
scpteezed  out  of  hot  water,  and  jflacing  them  alongside  the 
patient  under  the  bed-clothes.  They  make  a good  bath  in 
about  30  minutes. 

The  Hot-air  Bath  is  made  in  a similar  manner  by  burning 
a spirit  lamp  under  a chair,  or  by  introducing  under  the  bed- 
clothes any  of  the  spirit  lamps  made  for  the  purpose.  These 
latter  are  invaluable  in  Bright's  disease. 

Fomentations  are  merely  local  baths,  or  circumscribed  hot 
packs,  in  which  generally  medicinal  substances  are  introduced. 

Catajglasms  are  similar  apjilications  of  a semi-solid  consist- 
I ence,  composed  of  various  medicated  ingredients. 

* It  is  in  the  treatment  of  hyperpyrexia  where  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body  rises  to  106°  or  108°  and  remains  so,  death 
being  almost  certain  in  such  cases  if  let  alone,  that  the  judicious 
application  of  cold  water  saves  life — as  in  typhus  and  rheu- 
matic fever  especially.  The  patient  is  placed  in  a bath  of 
t about  98°,  and  cold  water  or  ice  is  added  till  the  bath  cools  to 

\ 70°,  60°,  or  even  .50°  F.,  watching  the  temperature  of  the 

patient,  as  indicated  in  the  rectum.  WTien  a fall  of  3 to  5,  or 
I more  degrees  occurs,  he  is  removed,  wiped  ilry,  and  put  to 
; bed,  where  the  temperature  continues  to  fall  for  half  an  hour 
I or  more.  The  time  in  the  bath  varies  from  6 minutes  to  2 
I hours,  and  it  may  be  repeated  every  2,  3,  or  1 hours  (if  neccs- 
; sary)  when  the  case  is  severe.  JIany  Continental  physici.ans 
' treat  most  cases  of  fever  in  this  way. 

Water  at  a temperature  of  112°  ell’cctually  checks  we 
1 hremorrhaye,  when  injected  into  that  organ. 

Aquai)uncture,  or  the  injection  of  water  by  the  oi'dinary 
; hypodermic  needle  under  the  skin,  or  into  the  substance ) ’ 

I musclc.s,  i.s  often  followed  by  surprising  results.  Its  action  dc- 

I pends  upon  its  nutritive  cll'cct  on  the  nerves  of  the  jjart  for 

I pain  in  a .supcrdcial  nerve  i.s  generally  at  once  allevi!ited,’and 
I it  will  often  jiroduce  this  effect  without  causing  .any  irritation 
I around  the  puncture.  Ilartholow  has  derived  good  results 
from  the  injection  of  water  into  the  subst.ance  of  naralvscd 
I muscles.  •’ 
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For  superficial  pain  30  minims  should  be  injected  at  the 
pained  spot  and  frequently  repeated — 6 times  within  an  hour 
if  necessary. 

Argenti  Nitras  coagulates  albumen  and  is  a powerful  cor- 
rosive poison,  and  when  applied  externally  it  destroys  the 
tissues,  and  is  used  to  paint  over  exuberant  granulations,  its 
destructive  effects  being  followed  soon  by  an  altered  actum  of 
the  parts,  a result  which  is  utilised  in  many  chronic  unhealthy 
inflammations,  as  in  rjonorrlfwa  (2  grs.  to  1 oz.),  conjunctivitis 
(10  gi-s  to  1 oz.),  ulcers  grs.  to  1 oz.),  and  relaxed  liharyn- 
qeal  catarrhs  (20  grs.  to  1 oz.).  It  destroys  f Mm,  ivarts, 
chancres;  and  the  iio/scws  of  rabid  ammals  and  snakes, 

if  applied  in  time.  . , . 4., 

Internally,  nitrate  of  silver  acts  in  large  doses  as_  other  cor- 
rosive  poisons,  causing  inflammation  and  destruction  of  the 
gastro- intestinal  mucous  membrane.  In  addition,  hovyever, 
n-  mQrVPfl  uorrous  svmntoms,  as  paralysis,  synnal  con- 
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Arsenti  Oxidum  resembles  closely  the  nitrate,  except  in 
its  external  effects.  It  is  less  irritating,  and  has  been  nsed  in 
1 gr.  doses  in  (jastnul  ijnia  and  for  its  astringent  piopeities  in 
hiemorrhages,  especially  menorrhagia,  and  for  its  alterative 
effects  upon  the  nerve  centres,  in  cjjilepsij , atan'ia,  &c. 


Armoracia— Horse-radish  Root— when  chewed,  acts  as  a 
stimulant  to  the  salivary  glands,  increasing  their  secretion— 
hence  it  is  a Sialagogue.  When  swallowed,  it  increases  the 
gastric  secretion,  acting  as  a stomachic,  and  after  absorption 
it  is  thrown  out  by  the  "kidneys,  stimulating  these  organs  in  its 
passage— thus  it  is  a true  Diuretic.  The  secretion  of  the  skin 
is  also  increased.  When  applied  externally  it  is  a Rubefacient, 
causing  redness,  like  mustard,  only  less  in  degree. 


Arnica — Externally  applied,  preparations  of  the  root  or 
flowers  cause  irritation  of  the  skin,  which  may  take  on  an 
erysipelatous  action.  Diluted,  these  preparations  are  said  to 
act  in  such  a way  as  to  cause  absorption  of  extravasated  blood, 
by  their  effect  on  the  absorbents  of  the  skin  ; hence  they  are 
regarded  as  of  value  when  applied  to  sprains  and  bruises — 
most  of  the  benefit,  however,  may  be  justly  ascribed  to  the 
spirit  generally  used  along  with  them.  Internally,  arnica  has 
been  credited  with  many  fancied  virtues.  It  is,  however, 
pretty  certain  that  it  acts  as  an  irritant  to  the  stomach  and 
gullet,  and  produces  diarrhoea,  and  in  large  doses  diminishes, 
somewhat  like  aconite,  the  respiratory  and  circulatory  func- 
tions; hence  it  has  been  regarded  as  a useful  remedy  \n  fevers; 
and  Bartholow  believes  the  tincture  is  exceptionally  valuable 
in  delirium  tremens.  It  produces  in  poisonous  doses  marked 
nervous  prostration,  muscular  weakness,  spasmodic  movements 
of  the  limbs,  and  collapse. 

Arsenic.  (Sec  Acid.  Arseniosum.) 


Asafeetida,  after  absorption,  acts  as  a stimulating  expecto- 
rant, closely  resembling  the  onion  in  its  power  of  increasing 
the  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  air  passages,  probably  during 
its  excretion  by  this  channel  ; and  it  either  blunts  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  respiratory  centre,  diminishing  the  bre.athlessness 
of  ewp/n/sema,  or,  by  diminishing  the  flatus  in  the  digestive 
tube,  it  gives  more  room  to  the  easily  over-burdcTied  lungs.  It 
is,  h(;wever,  in  hi/sterioal  iiilments  that  it  is  chiefly  employed, 
controlling  the  irregular  aiul  erratic  nervous  phen<)mena  seen 
in  that  disease,  as  some  suppose,  by  the  moral  influence  of  its 
di.sgusting  and  intolerable  odour. 

It  is  a carminative,  increasing  the  intestinal  secretion  as  it 
does  the  respiratory;  it  acts  as  a mild  purgative,  and  is  very 
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beneficial  as  an  enema  in  Jiatident  colic.  The  best  preparation 
is  the  Fetid  Spirit  of  Ammonia,  in  \ di\  doses. 

Atropine  and  Belladonna  when  applied  locally  act  as 
anodynes  by  lessening  the  sensibility  of  the  sensory  nerves. 
Small  doses  cause  dryness  and  redness  of  the  throat  and  mouth, 
dilated  pupils  and  disordered  vision,  and  sometimes  a peculiar 
scarlet  eruption.  By  stimulating  the  nerve  centres,  a large 
dose  produces  active  brain  excitement,  with  pleasing  delirium, 
hallucinations,  illusions,  and  eventually  sleep,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  there  is  paralysis  of  the  peripheral  motor  nerves. 
The  heart  becomes  excited  and  the  vascular  system  stimulated 
(standing  12  feet  from  a patient  the  writer  has  heard  the  heart 
sounds) ; ultimately  the  heart  is  paralysed  ; the  small  vessels 
contract,  and  the  arterial  tension  is  at  first  raised  and  after- 
wards diminished,  the  secretion  of  saliva,  bronchial  mucus,  and 
sweat  is  stopped.  At  fii-st  there  is  forcible  expulsion  of  urine, 
but  soon  the  bladder  becomes  partially  paralysed,  the  urine 
and  urea  increased,  and  the  pupil  widely  dilated. 

There  are  great  difficulties  in  coming  to  a conclusion  about 
how  atropine  or  belladonna  cause  dilatation  of  the  pupil  when 
applied  locally.  Brunton  has,  however,  done  much  to  clear 
away  these.  In  the  first  place  it  is  certain  that  atropine  does 
not  dilate  by  any  paralysing  action  upon  the  centre  for  con- 
tracting the  iris,  which  is  situated  in  the  medulla  ; it  is  almost 
equally  certain  that  the  dilatation  is  nevertheless  mainly  pro- 
duced by  of  the  ■'<j)h  incter  ■,  this  might  occur  either 

(1)  by  the  action  of  the  drug  on  the  ends  of  the  motor  nerve, 
or  (2)  by  its  direct  action  on  the  muscular  fibres  themselves. 
It  is  proved  that  unless  the  dose  of  atropine  be  large  the  mus- 
cular fibres  themselves  are  not  paralysed.  So  that  as  ordinarily 
used  the  paralysis  of  the  sphincter  muscle  resulting  from  atro- 
pine is  caused  by  its  local  action  upon  the  ends  of  theflament.f  of 
the  third  nerve  supplying  the  sphincter  muscle  of  the  iris.  But 
this  is  not  all — from  the  force  with  which  this  dilatation  takes 
place,  sometimes  tearing  and  lacerating  the  iris,  if  adherent  it 
is  evident  that  there  is  stimnhition  of  the  dilotor  wnscle  which 
receives  its  nerve  fibres  from  the  sympathetic ; this  is  further 
proved  by  section  of  this  nerve.  In  a former  edition  of  this 
work  the  writer  contended  that  the  mere  jiaralj'sis  of  the 
sphincter  was  quite  enough  to  act  as  a stimulus  to  the  oppos- 
ing dilator  without  any  necessary  effect  of  the  atropine  upon 
the  symjiathetic,  as  Harley  believes.  In  addition  to  the  dila- 
tation of  the  pupil  following  the  local  use  of  atropine,  there  is 
marked  loss  of  accommodation.  This  results  from  paralysis 
of  the  cili.-iry  muscle,  which  fails  bj'  loss  of  tension  upon  the 
suspensory  ligament  to  permit  the  lens  to  become  more  spheri- 
cal, and  the  eye  is  consequently  focussed  for  distant  objects. 
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As  re-ardsthe  manner  in  which  belladonna  causes  mydriasis 
when  gfven  internally,  Wood  concludes  that  it  does  so  not  by 
influencing  the  nerve  centres,  but  by  being  earned  m the 
blood  to  the  eye  itself,  and  there  acting  precisely  as  ^^hen 

^^Brown-s'equard  recommended  belladonna  with  the  intention 
of  contracting  the  small  vessels  supplying  diseased  tracts  ot 
the  nervous  system,  as  in  certain  forms  of  sj)inal  pai'niys/s, 
and  for  a similar  reason  it  has  been  employed  in  ypious  /n- 
flcimmatums.  From  its  power  of  stopping  the  secretion  ot  the 
mamma  and  skin,  it  is  invaluable  in  checking  sweating  m 
phthisis,  and  preventing  injfammatian  0}  the  breast  alter 
weaning,  in  both  of  which  cases  it  may  be  administered  inter- 
nally and  applied  externally.  It  increases  the  action  ot  pur- 
gatives. by  weakening  the  inhibitory  fibres  of  the  splanchnic. 
It  is  recommended  on  this  account  in  (ibstrnction  of  the  bowels, 
impacted  gall-stones,  renal  calculi,  and  asthma.  Harley 
recommends  it  in  hidney  affections,  where  he  pointed  out  its 
use  in  directly  diminishing  the  congestion  by  contracting  the 
STQ^ll  vessels 

As  a diuretic  it  increases  the  urea  in  diseases  threatening 
supjiression  of  urine.  It  has  only  slight  action  upon  the  les- 
piratory  centre,  but  it  has  powerful  effeet  in  stopping  the 
bronchial  secretion,  and  has  been  given  for  i\\o  girofu.m  expec- 
toration of  bronchitis.  The  writer  has  tried  it  in  this  latter 
condition  without  success.  From  its  anodyne  action  it  is 
beneficial  in  neuralgia,  and  Anstie  advocated  its  use  in  lum- 
hago,  .iciatica,  and  neuralgia  of  the  judvic  organs.  Pushed 
almost  to  the  extent  of  showing  its  poisonous  effects,  it  is 
curative  in  whooping-cough,  and  children  bear  very  large  doses. 
It  is  by  far  the  best  remedy  in  incontinence  of  urine  in 
children,  probably  by  its  partially  iiaralysiiig  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  bladder.  It  is  excreted  in  the  urine. 

Belladonna  and  atropine  arc  of  value  as  antidotes  in  opium 
poisoning,  and  probably  would  be  useful  in  chloroform  inhala- 
tion where  the  cai'diac  power  seems  failing. 

(For  nocturnal  incontinence  in  a chill  5 years  old.) 
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Externally,  it  is  used  on  account  of  its  anodyne  properties 
to  relieve  pain  in  neuralyia.  or  to  arrest  the  sujtjjurative  ])ro- 
ccss  in  boils ; and  the  plaster,  in  addition  to  relieving  pain, 
acts  by  putting  the  place  to  which  it  is  applied  to  some  degree 
on  the  same  footing  as  an  interned  yiart;  hence  its  value  as  a 
strapping  for  enlarcjed  glands  and  superficial  joint  affections. 
The  extract  often  acts  like  a charm  to  when  diluted 

freely  and  applied,  but  occasionally  it  causes  an  intolerable 
smarting. 

Aurantii  Cortex  is  a mild,  bitter  tonic,  acting  on  the 
stomach  in  such  a way  as  to  give  it  increased  tone,  and  it 
feebly  stimulates  the  appetite.  It  is  for  its  flavour,  which  is 
aromatic  and  pleasant,  that  it  is  used  in  medicine. 

Aurantii  Flores  are  only  used  for  their  agreeable  perfume 
and  flavour,  though  some  suppose  them  to  possess  hypnotic 
qualities. 

Balsam  of  Peru  and  Tolu. — These  substances  are  of  little 
therapeutic  power;  they  act  as  stimulating  expectorants,  pro- 
bably because  they  are  eliminated  to  some  extent  by  the  bron- 
chial mucous  membrane,  and,  to  a still  less  extent,  by  the 
other  mucous  surfaces,  to  which  they  act  as  feeble  stimulants. 
Externally,  the  Peruvian  balsam  is  a mild  stimulating  appli- 
cation to  sluggish  ulcers,  Junl  sores,  and  craclied  nipples,  in 
which  cases  it  is  often  mixed  with  castor  oil  in  equal  quantity. 
In  a similar  way  it  is  a valuable  parasiticide,  and  is  a good 
remedy  for  the  itch. 

Baths. — (See  under  Aqua.) 

Beberinae  Sulphas  possesses  uustimulating  tonic  properties) 
it  was  introduced  as  a febrifuge,  and  has,  undoubtedly,  anti- 
periodic  power,  but  so  inferior  to  quinine  and  arsenic  that  it 
is  now  seldom  employed,  and  the  bark  (nectandra)  from  which 
it  is  extracted  shares  the  same  disrepute. 

Belse  Fructus. — There  is  much  diversity  of  opinion  about 
the  astringent  action  of  this  drug,  which  is  so  highly  prized  in 
India  for  dysenterg  and  diarrhwn.  It  is  devoid  of  tannin, 
and  ap[)cars  to  act  as  a laxative  in  health  .and  as  .an  .astringent 
in  diarrheea.  The  drug  varies  much  in  its  action,  owing  pro- 
bably to  the  variations  iu  the  degrees  of  its  ripeness  before 
being  collected. 

Belladonna.— (Sec  under  Atropine.) 

Benzoinum. — A stimulating  cxpcctor.ant,  acting,  prob.ably, 
on  t he  rcla.xed  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  bj*  which  some 
of  its  volatile  constittients  arc  eliminated.  It  possesses  .all  the 
proj)erties  of  its  active  principle.  Acid.  Benzoic,  (which  see). 
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The  conipouiicl  tincture,  or  friar  s balsam,  is  an  invalualRe 
stimulutiuo*  application  to  ulcevs  ttud  sores,  and  is  thc^  best 
remedy  for  healing  tortuous  sinuses  and  shiuous  scrofulous 
tracts,  and  injected  (undiluted)  with  a fine  syringe,  it  decom- 
posessecretions,  and  establishes  healthy  action  m these 
troublesome  affections.  It  is  a valuable  hmmostatic  when 
applied  to  fresh  icounds. 

The  compound  tincture,  containing  benzoin,  storax  and  tolu, 
is  highly  spoken  of  by  Yeo,  who  has  found  it  of  great  service 
in  lessening  the  secretion  and  cough  in  clironio  bronchitis ; it 
may  be  prescribed  with  mucilage  or  tragacanth.  (See  page  36.) 

Recently  the  vapour  of  the  tincture  has  been  found  to  cut 
short,  attacks  of  catarrh  and  injiuenza  in  a surprising  way,even 
when  inhaled  directly  from  the  bottle  containing  it. 

Bismntliuni. — The  preparations  of  bismuth  act,  when  swal- 
lowed, as  direct  sedatives,  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  ex- 
coriated or  u-ritated  filaments  of  the  nerves  supplied  to  the 
mucous  membrane  of  tlie  stomach.  The  insoluble  salts  are 
not  absorbed,  except  in  most  minute  quantity,  but  pass  out  by 
the  fiBces,  which  they  blacken.  However,  though  not  capable 
of  being  detected  in  the  blood,  the  long-continued  use  of  bis- 
muth marks  the  gums.  Whether  the  sedative  action  on  the 
g.astric  nerves  is  owing  to  mere  mechanical  shielding  of  them 
from  irritating  secretion,  or  to  some  vital  change  in  the  nerve 
ending,  induced  by  contact  with  the  Iji.smuth,  we  do  not  know; 
but  ample  clinical  experience  has  proved  beyond  doubt  the 
great  value  of  these  salts  in  all  painful  gastric  .affections,  and 
in  the  cure  of  (hjsjyepsia,  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  and  vomiting 
from  various  causes.  They  are  used  also  in  diarrhoea  in  harger 
doses  (1  th'am),  and  sometimes  as  a cosinetie,  and  as  a soothing 
apjdication  to  eczema,  intertrigo,  Ac.,  and  have  been  used  as  an 
injection  in  goiiorrhwa,  and  in  ulceration  of  the  rectum.  The 
carbonate  is  the  most  useful  prc[>ar.ation,  l)eing  antacid,  and 
may  lie  safely  coml)ineil  with  oiiium  or  morphine.  It  is  also 
credited  with  astringent  properties,  and  it  is  auti-scptic. 

Tlic  soluble  salts  of  bismuth,  viz.,  the  citrate,  and  the  citr.atc 
I of  ammonium  and  l)ismuth,  are  inferior  to  the  c.arbonatc  and 
nitrate  ; they  may  cause  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  aggrava- 

Stion  of  all  gastric  troubles  in  similar  doses  to  the  insoluble 
salts,  but  in  doses  of  about,  'lit;  amount  they  ha,ve  some 
soothing  action  on  the  giistric  membrane.  The  ])ecnliar  jihos- 
J phorus-1  ike -odour  of  tlie  breath  observed  during  a cour.se  of 

i bismuth  has  been  shown  to  be  cau.sed  by  the  metal  tellurium 

I found  in  impure  preparations. 
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Borax,  when  swallowed,  is  absorbed,  and  aets  in  the  blood 
like  an  alkali  or  antacid,  and  pas.ses  out  through  the  kidneys, 
which  it  stimulates,  acting  thus  as  a diuretic.  It  also  affects 
the  uterus,  which  it  causes  to  contract  and  expel  its  contents ; 
hence,  it  has  been  used  to  'produce  abortion  and  to  expel  a 
retained  placenta.  Its  emmenagor/ue  properties,  however,  are 
uncertain,  and  it  is  only  for  its  local  action  that  borax  is  used 
much  in  medicine.  Applied  to  a diseased  mucous  membrane, 
it  soothes  pain  and  diminishes  congestion,  altering  the  action 
of  the  part.  Its  action  has  been  in  this  case  described  as 
astringent,  but,  with  our  present  knowledge,  it  seems  better  to 
confess  ignorance,  and  call  it  a local  alterative. 

Borax  exerts  a toxic  power  over  the  lower  forms  of  life,  and 
possesses  antiseptic  properties,  but  Boracic  Acid  is  always 
selected  when  we  wish  to  get  this  effect  of  borax.  (See  Acid. 
Boracic.)  Of  all  the  remedies  we  possess,  none  equal  it  for 
the  painful  npbtlwus  condition  of  the  tongue  and  mouth  so 
often  seen  in  childhood  and  infancy,  and  the  glycerine  of 
borax  is  decidedly  superior  to  the  preparation  with  honey  as  a 
basis.  When  it  fails  in  these  unwholesome  states  of  the 
mouth,  it  will  be  found  that  it  has  not  been  carefully  applied. 
A wide-mouthed,  one-ounce  bottle,  filled  with  the  preparation, 
should  be  given  to  the  nurse  to  dip  her  index  finger  into  (with 
the  nail  cut  close)  and  rub  it  every  quarter  of  an  hour  gently 
round  the  inside  of  the  child’s  mouth,  and  the  stomatitis  will 
soon  be  found  to  yield.  It  is  equally  useful  in  Ji.tsures  of  the 
tongue  in  adults. 

Often  after  exhausting  fevers,  and  especially  in  gyelvic  or 
abdominal  infanmations,  the  mouth  assumes  an  unhealthy 
aspect,  with  a raw  and  sometimes  cracked  tongue,  which 
causes  great  distress  to  the  sufferer;  here  a large  crystal  of 
borax,  licked  continually  by  the  tongue,  affords  marked  relief 
when  all  other  applications  aggravate.  It  is  an  invaluable 
remedy  for  ulcerated^  nipples,  ami  possesses  the  .advantage  of 
keeping  the  infant’s  mouth  healthy  at  the  same  time.  A warm 
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saturated  solution  applied  to  the  soalj)  raises  a lather  like  soap, 
and  partially  dissolves  and  effectually  removes  the  dead  epi- 
thelial scales.  A solution  of  1 dr.  to  4 oz.  water  makes  a useful 
lotion  in  itclihuj  of  the  lahiuni  ov  anus,  and  a tablespoonful  of 
the  powder,  or  twice  as  much  of  the  glycerine  in  one  pint  of 
water,  proves  very  valuable  in  Icucorrhwa  and  abrasions  or 
unhealthy  states  of  the  vaz/ina  or  os  uteri.  It  is  recommended 
in  mercurial  salivation  as  a local  application,  and  internally 
in  epilepsy. 

It  should  have  been  mentioned  under  the  head  of  Boracic 
Acid,  that  Perez  has  obtained  very  satisfactory  results  from 
10  gr.  doses  of  boracic  acid  in  cases  where  the  urine  was 
ammoniacal  and  fetid.  The  reaction  of  the  urine  changed,  after 
a few  doses,  and  the  secretion  rapidly  lost  its  offensive  and 
irritating  qualities. 

Bromum  is  very  seldom  employed  in  medicine,  except  in 
combination  with  potassium  or  ammonium,  or  as  hydrobromic 
acid.  It  has  been  recommended  as  a deodoriser  and  antiseptic, 
and  a weak  solution  is  useful  when  applied  to  slonghiny  sores. 
It  is  a powerful  caustic,  .and  has  been  used  as  such  in  ulcerations 
of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  but  possesses  no  adv.antage  over 
other  more  agreeable  and  better  known  remedies.  It  is  an 
irritant  poison. 

c/ PcA/ is  a sedative  to  the  nervous  system; 
it  is  diffusible,  and  after  being  swallowed  soon  enters  the 
blood,  whence  it  is  carried  to  the  brain  and  spinal  system  of 
nerves,  producing  drowsiness  and  sleep  by  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebrum  and  lessening  reflex  ex- 
citability in  the  cord.  It  diminishes  the  power  of  sensation,  as 
shown  in  the  anajsthesia  of  the  skin  of  v.arious  parts  in  which 
tactile  sensilnlity  is  most  developed.  It  produces  partial  loss 
of  sensation,  and  diminished  reflex  irritability  in  the  back 
of  the  throat,  which  may  lie  freely  swept  round  with  the 
finger — after  a course  of  bi’omide — without  exciting  efforts  to 
swallow  or  vomit.  The  diminished  sensibility  in  the  pharynx 
has  been  consiilereil  by  some  authorities  to  be  owing  to  the 
local  effect  of  the  salt,  as  it  is  being  eliminated  by  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  part. 

Bartholow  tound  that  a dose  of  2 drs.  lowered  the  tempera- 
ture of  a healthy  adult  I to  ^ a degree,  the  respirations  2 to  5. 
and  the  pulse  10  to  20  beats  per  minute.  Ei-ynolds  believes 
that  the  drug  acts  as  a sedative  to  the  sympathetic  system. 
Bromistn  is  the  name  given  to  a groiqi  of  varying  symptoms 
following  the  jirolonged  use  of  the  bromides,  amcmia,  mental 
dulncss.  unstc.ady  gait,  muscular  weakness  and  prostration, 
dyspnreaon  exertion,  loss  of  sexual  power,  slcepine.ss,  fetor,  .ami 
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sometimes  a smell  of  bromine  from  the  breath,  general  dimi- 
nished tactile  sensibility,  and  eruptions  of  acne  spots  about  the 
face  and  shoulders.  The  salt  is  eliminated  through  the  skin, 
breath,  mine,  and  fasces.  The  bromides  of  potassium  and 
ammonium  are  almost  identical  in  action,  only  the  latter  is  of 
more  use  uinhoojjiiig  co?/y/(  and  resjjiratory sjiasmodic  affections. 
Hydrobromic  acid  is  the  least  objectionable  form  in  which  to 
get  the  effects  of  bromides,  as  its  use  is  entirely  free  from  the 
depressing  effects  which  follow  the  administration  of  the 
potash  salt,  and  which  are  caused  by  the  potassium  base. 

Therapeutical  action. — Bromide  of  potassium  has  been  used 
in  various  nervous  affections  associated  with  convulsive  move- 
ments, as  in  epilepsy,  for  which  it  is  by  far  the  best  remedy, 
especially  in  the  worst  forms,  for  it  is  strange  that  the  minor 
epilepsy,  or  petit  mal,  is  often  unaffected  by  it.  In  these  cases 
the  dose  should  be  large — 20  to  40  grs.  three  times  a day,  or  i 
to  1 dr.  of  the  acid — and  auimal  food  should  be  diminished  or 
stopped  during  the  use  of  the  bromide,  wliich  should  be  con- 
tinued for  a long  time  after  all  trace  of  the  disease  has  disap- 
peared. Larynyismus,  whooping-oongli,  asthma,  tetanus,  de- 
lirium tremens  in  its  first  stage,  acute  mania,  migraine,  vaso- 
motor changes  (so  common  at  the  cessation  of  menstruation), 
menorrhagia,  and  nocturnal  seminal  emissions  are  all  decidedly 
benefited  by  the  bromides,  and  in  mauj'  a cure  permanently 
results.  Its  utility  in  these  conditions  is  to  a large  extent  ex- 
plained by  its  power  of  diminishing  reflex  action.  It  appears, 
generally  speaking,  to  have  more  curative  power  in  mauy  of 
these  ailments  occurring  in  the  vigorous  than  in  the  anaemic  ; 
this  is  particularly  true  in  neuralgia. 

In  sleeplessness,  arising  from  prolonged  mental  labour  or 
worry,  the  bromide  is  invaluable.  A full  dose  of  40  grs.  at 
bedtime,  repeated  in  1 or  2 hours  if  necessary,  produces  re- 
freshing sleep  so  different  from  that  of  any  other  nai'cotic  as 
to  lead  one  to  believe  it  acted  on  the  brain  like  natural  sleep, 
which  is  characterised  by  amemia ; hence  one  explanation  of 
its  action  in  various  affections  accompanied  by  symptoms  of 
congestion  of  the  head.  In  this  way  it  sometimes  relieves 
ccrehral  vomiting  when  other  remedies  fail,  and  it  stops  the 
convulsions  of  several  diseases,  as  acute  hyd rocephalus,  kc., 
without  in  any  way  curing  the  maladies.  Occasionally  it  has 
produced  good  results  in  some  forms  of  diabetes. 

It  has  been  used  in  tetanus  -AnA.  .strychnine poisoning.  The 
bromide  of  potassium  acts  as  an  alterative  like  the  iodide,  only 
much  more  fceblj’;  and  it  has  been  used  to  reduce  enlnrgc- 
nients  of  glands  and  syphilitic  grou'ths,  and  hypert  roydty  of  the 
spleen,  lliougli  it  should  onlj'  be  given  in  these  cases  (owing  to 
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its  uncertainty)  when  the  iodide  cannot  bo  toleinted.  Acne 
follows  its  use  very  often,  and  when  it  attacks  the  face  is  a 
barrier  to  its  exhibition.  This  is  largely  prevented  by  adding 
a little  arsenic,  as  in  the  following  formula  The  writer  has 
often  seen  severe  erythema  nodosum  follow  its  adinmistration, 
and  a host  of  cutaneous  ailments  have  been  attributed  to  its 

clCtlOH*  . , 1 • j.  * 4-1 

It  should  not  be  eiven  in  anaimic  conditions,  and  it  is  woitii 
remembering  that  it  gi'eatly  increases  the  hypnotic  effects  ot 
chloral,  belladonna,  opium,  and  hyoscyamus ; and  sometimes 
it  will  be  found  that  the  effect  of  bromide  of  potassium  will 
be  increased  by  combining  it  with  the  bromides  of  ammonium 
and  sodium. 

(For  Ejjilcjmj  in  an  Adult). 

cLaJL.  -iij. 

5isf?. 

5'i- 

C^cp..  CL.<^ 


(For  Aliooping-covdli  in  a child  3 years  old). 


iS 'vAy-yue-LcLL  5iss. 

*1}  S'^UL.  5iv. 

^<AJULcx,e^  5iv. 

'x^,  Tso-.  3ii. 

c-cl-^SlAco]^  i. 

Buchu  when  administered,  soon  linds  its  way  into  the  blood; 
the  volatile  oil,  of  which  it  contains  14  per  cent.,  circulates  i 
that  fluid,  and  on  reaching  the  kidneys  is  thrown  out,  actiii 
in  its  elimination  as  a stimulating  diuretic.  As  it  conics  in 
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contact  with  the  genito-urinary  mucous  membrane  in  chronic 
cystitis  it  acts  upon  it,  either  by  its  own  stimulating  powers  or 
by  alta-ing  the  previously  unhealthy  urine,  which  then  becomes 
a tonic  to  the  relaxed  membrane.  It  has  some  action  of  a 
similar  nature  upon  the  bronchial  membrane  in  hronchitis.  It 
acts,  too,  on  reaching  the  stomach,  as  a stomachic,  increasing 
the  vascularity  of  this  organ  and  improving  the  appetite ; 
hence  it  is  occasionally  administered  in  atonic  dyspepsia  and 
in  diarrhoea. 


Butyl  Chloral  Hydras  possesses  properties  similar  to 
Chloral  Hydi'ate,  from  which,  however,  it  differs— fii-stly,  in 
being  a weaker  hypnotic ; secondly,  in  produemg  somewhat 
less  cardiac  depression  ; and  thirdly,  in  having  a specific  ano- 
dyne or  angesthetic  action  upon  the  branches  of  the  5th  nerve. 
It  is  given  in  cases  where  this  drug  is  indicated. 

It  was  introduced  by  Liebreich,  who  found  that  it  produced 
deep  sleep,  with  anassthesia  of  the  head,  and  paralysis  of  the 
respiratory  muscles.  He  believed  that  its  action  on  the  heart 
in  even  faiidy  large  doses  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  the  life 
of  a poisoned  animal  could  be  saved  by  artificial  respiration 
after  the  respiratory  muscles  had  ceased  acting.  Mering, 
however,  found  that  its  action  upon  the  heart  closely  resembled 
that  of  chloral  hydrate,  and  the  results  of  clinical  experience 
show  that  its  administration  cannot  be  conducted  with  much 
less  caution  than  that  of  chloral  hydrate. 

As  regards  its  effects  upon  relieving  pain,  short  of  producing 
sleep,  its  action  is  very  weak,  except  in  the  case  of  neuralgia 
of  the  fifth  nerve.  Ringer  finds  it  very  valuable  in  nearly  all 
neuralgic  conditions  of  the  face,  occiput,  neck,  and  in  migraine. 

Liebreich  advised  as  much  as  60  grs.  as  a soporific,  whilst 
Teo  found  sometimes  that  sleep  followed  2 gi-s.  Ringer  “gave 
5 to  10  gr.  doses  in  a considerable  number  of  cases,  but  never 
knew  either  dose  to  produce  sleep  or  even  drowsiness.”  With 
these  differences  in  the  doses  and  effects  it  is  hard  to  make  a 
rule.  The  writer,  when  using  this  drug,  begins  with  10  grs. 
for  the  first  dose  and  6 grs.  every  tno  hours  for  three  or  four 
more  doses,  and  then  6 grs.  3 or  4 times  daily,  and  he  does  not 
think  it  safe  to  exceed  this  at  first. 
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It  has  but  slight  power  when  applied  locally  to  the  carious 
cavity  of  a painful  tooth,  and  appears  to  be  of  very  little  use 
in  ordinary  toothache.  It  is  best  given  in  form  of  pill,  which 
can  be  made  to  contain  6 grs.  of  the  salt  if  a little  mucilage  be 
added.  It  can  also  be  given  in  solution  in  water,  with 
glycerine.  The  pills  should  be  made  fresh,  else  when  given  at 
short  intervals  the  solution  and  absorption  of  several  may 
awkwardly  occur  at  once.  (See  page  52.) 

Caffeine  in  moderately  small  doses  (2  to  3 grains)  produces 
a state  of  mental  activity,  wakefulness  and  restlessness,  by 
acting  as  a stimulant  to  the  brain  and  increasing  all  its  func- 
tions. If  the  dose  be  repeated  or  increased,  flashes  of  light  be- 
fore the  eyes,  noises  and  singing  in  the  ear  are  experienced, 
and  micturition  becomes  more  frequent,  and  a state  of  muscu- 
lar tremulousness  supervenes,  the  temperature  rises,  and  the 
elimination  of  urea,  according  to  most  authorities,  is  markedly 
diminished  ; in  still  larger  doses  delirium  and  sleep  supervene, 
followed  by  tetanic  convulsions,  and  very  large  doses  would  be 
required  to  produce  death. 

The  cardiac  and  respu-atory  centres  in  the  medulla  are 
stimulated  by  medicinal  doses,  as  seen  by  the  increased  pulse 
rate  and  the  rise  of  blood  pressure,  and  there  is  a mar-ked 
stimulating  and  tonic  effect  upon  muscular  fibre.  This  is  seen 
most  in  the  cardiac  muscle,  whose  contractions  are  rendered 
stronger  and  slower,  and  if  previously  faltering  and  irregular, 
become  steady  and  firm  by  medicinal  doses,  while  large  doses 
may  cause  the  healthy  heart  to  act  irregularly  just  as  digitalis 
does.  It  is  a diuretic,  often  acting  with  promgitness,  and  may 
be  given  in  lai'ge  doses  in  cardiac  dropsy  where  digitalis  fails ; 
it  -probably  stimulates  the  renal  cells  as  well  as  raises  the 
blood  pressure  in  the  kidney. 

The  wi'iter  has  employed  it  in  chronic  Bright's  disease  with 
^eat  advantage,  diminishing  the  albumen  and  anasarca,  and 
increasing  the  quantity  of  urine,  but  the  most  careful  and 
painstaking  experiments,  conducted  on  three  such  c.ases,  over 
a prolonged  period,  failed  to  show  any  constant  efl'cct  upon  the 
daily  elimination  of  urea.  The  diet  was  c.arefully  regulated, 
the  patients  kept  in  bed,  and  the  urine  scrupulously  collected, 
and  the  amount  of  urea  daily  calculated  for  some  months. 
There  was  apparently  a marked  gain  in  weight  in  each  c.asc, 
and  in  one  the  albumen  entirely  disappeared. 

Caffeine  in  2 to  5 gr.  doses  is  often  efficacious  in  migraine 
and  unilateral  headaches,  in  which  cases  the  eilervescing  raao-- 
nesia  with  caffeine  is  a valuable  and  grateful  preparation. 

Gubler  affirms,  after  a long  cxj)erience  of  this  drug  in  cases 
requiring  revival  of  cardiac  energy,  that  there  is  not  a single 
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case  amenable  to  digitalis,  which  is  not  always  so  to  caffeine. 
He  gives  it  in  doses  as  high  as  2 gi-ammes.  The  citrate  is  a 
salt  of  uncertain  composition,  and  is  not  to  be  preferred  to 
caffeine  itself.  The  writer  has  employed  it  for  six  months  at 
a time  with  excellent  results  as  a cardiac  tonic,  in  one  case 
where  digitalis  eould  not  be  borne.  It  may  l^e  combined  with 
digitalis  or  used  alternately  with  advantage. 

Difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  administration  of  eaffeine 
owing  to  its  insolubility.  M.  Tauret  found  it  to  dissolve 
readily  on  the  addition  of  salicylates.  The  following  from 
Mr.  Martindale  will  be  found  a valuable  solution  for  hypo- 
dermic use : — 


Dose — 5 to  15  minims. 

Cajuputi  Oleum  is  a powerful  diffusible  stimulant,  and 
gives  better  and  more  definite  results  than  any  of  the  other 
essential  oils.  In  addition  to  its  antispasmodic  powers,  it  has 
a slight  narcotic  and  anodyne  action,  a large  dose  (10  minims) 
diluted  in  an  emulsion  with  mucilage  and  sugar  producing 
effects  not  unlike  those  following  the  exhibition  of  musk.  It 
will  be  found  useful  in  i\\&  p'l'ostvatmi  of  lojv  fevers,  neuralgia, 
and  hysteria. 

Teaspoonful  doses  of  the  spirit  of  cajuput  may  be  given  every 
hour,  in  a little  sherry.  A full  dose  gives  gi-eat  and  speedy 
relief  in  colio,  probably  stimulating  the  bowel  by  direct  con- 
tact. Externally,  it  is  a rubefacient,  and  may  be  applied  to 
fainful  and  diseased  joints  where  there  is  much  muscular- 
spasm,  and  it  has  been  used  with  success  in  eczema  and 
2}soriasis. 

Calamina  is  used  for  its  protective  action  n^on  7yeeping  and 
iri'itated,  c7itaneous  s7irfaces;  it  acts  like  the  oxide  of  zinc, 
which  see. 

Calcium— In  most  of  its  forms,  in  minute  doses,  lime  is  a 
restorative,  supplying  to  the  blood  an  element  found  in  the 
normal  tissues.  Its  free  use,  however,  like  the  alkalies,  will  be 
found  to  increase  waste  by  quickening  the  retrograde  meta- 
mor]ihosis  of  many  constituents  of  the  blood  and  tissues. 

CMoridr  of  Calohim  is  recommended  in  scrofula  and  tubercle 
in  10  gr.  doses.  It  acts  as  a restorative,  and  has  been  recom- 


Calcium. 


THEEAPEUTICS. 


345 


mended  in  ricltets  and  ailments  of  defective  nutrition;  Madden 
believes  it  may  cause  the  absorption  of  uterine  tnmonrs  by 
inducing  calcification.  In  large  doses  it  is  an  irritant  poison. 

Carhonate  of  Calcium,  and  Chalk  or  Creta  Preeparata,  are 
valuable  antacids,  possessing  unirritating  astringent  powers. 
They  arc  given  when  we  wish  to  reach  the  Intestinal  surface 
with  an  alkaline  preparation  of  calcium.  Unless  the  dose  is 
very  small  the  chalk  will  find  its  way  through  the  duodenum, 
the  greater  part  still  remaining  as  carbonate,  and  passing  along 
the  intestines  it  will  neutralise  any  free  acid  which  it  meets 
with,  forming  a chloride  or  lactate  ; it  thus  diminishes  the  free 
secretion  of  the  bowel,  so  that  costive,  hard,  or  dry  motions  are 
the  result.  We  can  easily  see  from  this  its  value  in  the  diarrheea 
accompanied  by  acid,  acrid  evacuations,  especially  seen  in 
children,  generally  in  hot  weather.  It  is  very  useful  in  various 
stomach  derangements  with  acidity,  but  the  liquor  calcis  is 
better  where  we  want  to  reach  the  first  part  of  the  digestive 
tract,  and  it  is  a good  rule  to  order  these  different  remedies  in 
this  systematic  way — chalk  for  the  intestines  and  lime  loater 
for  the  stomach.  The  lime  preparations  being  absorbed  in  a 
very  slight  degree,  only  minute  doses  of  them  need  be  ordered  ; 
but  where  local  antacid  action  is  required  these  salts  may  be 
freely  administered,  though  not  for  a very  long  period  without 
stopping,  as  they,  like  magnesia,  are  liable  to  form  concretions 
in  the  bowel.  Externally,  chalk  or  the  precipitated  carbonate  is 
useful,  on  account  of  its  mild  astringent  or  desiccant  properties, 
when  applied  to  weeping  skin  diseases,  especially  intertri<io 
about  the  groins  and  buttocks  of  infants,  and  both  are  valuable 
antidotes  in  poiwning  hy  the  mineral  acids. 

Calx,  Calais  Hydras,  and  l/iquor  Calcis — Lime,  from  its 
great  avidity  for  water,  acts  when  applied  to  moist  tissues  as  a 
powerful  caustic,  though  its  eschar  is  very  superficial.  It  is 
not  often  used  alone,  but  mixed  with  potash  and  moistened 
before  application  with  a little  alcohol,  it  forms  the  well- 
known  Vienna  Paste  used  in  uterine  ulcerations  and  eanoerous 
growths.  Slaked  lime  (lime  to  which  half  its  weight  of  w.ater 
is  added)  is  not  used  in  medicine  except  to  make  lime  water, 
which  is  the  most  frequently  emploj'cd  alkaline  preparation  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia.  When  it  reaches  the  stomach  it  is  decom- 
posed into  the  chloride  or  lactate,  and,  as  such,  some  of  it 
finds  its  way  into  the  blood.  It  neutralises  and  checks  the 
excessive  activity  of  the  gastric  juice,  when  administcrcil 
whilst  digestion  is  going  on. 

It  thus  is  a valuable  antacid,  and  the  residue,  if  the  dose  bo 
large,  acts  as  a mild  astringent  ui)on  tlic  intestinal  mucous 
membrane;  aird,  eventually,  if  the  administration  be  continued, 
X ’ 
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the  urine  becomes  alkaline,  and  it  may  thus  be  useful  in  uric 
acid  gravel.  It  is  best  given  in  milk,  as  its  taste  cannot  be 
detected  in  that  liquid.  2 or  3 oz.,  mixed  with  tlu-ee  times  as 
much  milk,  often  soothes  the  stomach  in  painful  dyspepsia, 
cancer,  and  gastrodynia,  and  stops  the  vomiting  in  these 
ailments.  The  addition  of  1 oz.  to  1 pint  of  cow’s  milk 
effectually  prevents  the  formation  of  curdy  masses,  and  stops 
infantile  vomiting  depending  on  this  cause.  Lime  water 
makes  a good  injection  in  leucorrlicea. 

Applied  externally,  lime  water  is  a mild  astringent  to  moist 
eczema,  &c.;  mixed  with  equal  parts  of  olive  oil  it  forms  a 
rich  creamy  emulsion,  or  with  linseed  oil,  it  makes  the  popular 
Carron  oil,  so  soothing  to  hums  and  scalds,  and  which  may  be 
improved  greatly  by  the  addition  of  1 or  2 per  cent,  of  carbolic 
acid ; and  is  useful  when  applied  to  cracked  nipjJles. 

The  saccharated  solution  of  lime  possesses  the  same  pro- 
perties as  lime  water,  only  it  is  about  14  times  stronger. 

Calcii  rhospkas  is  of  importance  as  a food  and  constituent 
of  the  body,  and  is  present  in  excess  wherever  cell  formation 
is  active.  Bcneke  has  found  it  very  useful  in  the  diseases  in 
which  it  appears  in  excess  in  the  urine,  but  it  does  not  act 
simply  as  a restorative,  for  in  rickets,  mollites  ossium,  and 
other  lesions  of  mal-nutrition,  the  phosphates  of  lime  may  load 
the  urinary  secretion,  and  it  is  hard  to  see  how  the  few  grains 
daily  absorbed  could  replace  the  gi’eat  quantity  pom-ed  out  of 
the  system  in  these  cases. 

It  is  thus  clear  that  if  phosphate  of  lime  is  of  use  in  these 
cases  (as  it  sometimes  undoubtedly  is),  it  must  be  by  striking 
at  the  root  of  the  error  if  assimilation  possibly  existing  in  the 
nerve  centres.  Its  administration  has  been  found  to  hasten 
the  repair  of  fractures,  and  the  withdi-awal  of  lime  salts  fi'om 
the  food  of  animals  renders  the  bones  soft  and  spongy. 

Brunton  and  others  attribute  the  premature  decay  of  the 
teeth  in  Americans  to  the  absence  of  lime  salts,  caused  by  the 
perfection  of  their  machinery,  which  too  effectually  removes 
the  external  portion  of  the  grain  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 
In  the  stomach  it  undergoes  changes,  and  enters  the  blood  as 
a different  salt.  Ancemia  pure  and  simple,  is  sometimes  bene- 
fited by  a course  of  phosphate  of  lime,  as  are  also  scrofulous 
adenitis,  lihthisis,  and  chronic  diarrhaa. 

Barrish’s  Syi'up  is  an  elegant  and  useful  form  m which  to 
administer  the  Phosphates  of  Calcium  and  Iron. 

f'alcii  Ilgpophosph  is,  in  common  with  other  Hypophosphites, 
lias  been  strongly  recommended  in  y’^dhisis.  In  their  action 
they  resemble  phosphate  of  lime,  and  like  it  they  possess  none 
of  the  properties  of  free  phosphorus.  Some  have  faucied  that 
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under  the  use  of  these  remedies  the  tubercular  or  scrofulous 
deposits  are  more  prone  to  the  calcareous  degeneration.  In 
cJtnni.ic  ironohitis,  with  much  expectoration  in  young  subjects, 
accompanied  with  loss  of  flesh  and  sweating,  the  hypo- 
phosphites  will  often  give  better  results  than  any  other  remedy. 
Probably  in  these  cases  they  act  as  nervine  tonics  to  the 
respiratory  and  other  centres. 

Fellow’s  Syrup  affords  an  agreeable  method  of  administering 
these  remedies,  and  seems  to  supply  every  want,  combining 
with  the  lime  the  tonic  properties  of  quinine,  iron,  and  strych- 
nine, but  the  writer  has  found  that  it  very  often  is  not  tole- 
rated by  the  stomach. 


3ii- 
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Calx  Chlnrinata  (Chlorinated  lime)  is  valuable,  not  on  account 
of  the  lime,  but  because  it  gives  off  hypochlorous  acid,  a power- 
ful oxidising  agent,  which  destroys  any  organic  matter  with 
Mdiich  it  comes  in  contact.  This  acid,  being  itself  unstable, 
gives  off  chlorine,  which  splits  up  any  remaining  matter  by 
seizing  on  its  hydrogen,  and  setting  oxygen  free.  This  double 
action  makes  this  substance  invaluable  as  a deodoriser.  Plates 
covered  with  chlorinated  lime,  and  moistened  with  water, 
placed  in  different  corners  of  the  sick  room,  give  off,  through 
the  agency  of  the  carbonic  acid  of  the  room,  as  much  chlorine 
as  keeps  down  effluvia.  If  more  rapid  deodorisation  is  re- 
quired, the  room  is  treated  in  a different  way ; the  patient 
having  been  removed,  the  salt  is  placed  in  a deep  basin,  .and 
diluted  sulphuric  acid  poured  on  it,  .and  the  room  closed  up  for 
24  hours  ; in  this  way  all  the  chlorine  is  liberated,  and  seizes 
upon  the  hydi'ogen,  splitting  up  the  ammonia,  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  &c.,  with  which  it  comes  in  contact. 

By  destroying  tlie  germs  which  cause  putrefaction  it  acts  as 
an  .antiseptic,  and  it  destroys  odours  much  better  than  carbolic 
acid,  which  h.as  little  power  in  this  way,  thougli  this  latter  is  a 
better  antiseptic. 

It  is  used  with  advantage  when  applied  in  solution  to  para- 
sitic skin  elisc.ases  and sloughing  wounds,  ozwna,  &c. 
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dram  of  the  solution  added  to  1 oz.  water  makes  a good  gargle 
in  malignant  scarlatina  or  (liplitheria  with  fetid  ulceration. 

Internally,  this  salt  has  been  recommended  vn. gmtrid  fevers, 
and  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  the  solution,  in  20  minim 
doses  in  peppermint  water. 

Calx  Snlplmrata  is  administered  for  the  sake  of  an  action 
which  it  is  believed  to  possess  over  supxmration.  _ It  is  regarded 
as  an  Antisuppurative  preventing  the  process  if  in  its  early 
stage ; and  benefit  has  followed  its  use  in  hails,  abscesses,  and 
acne.  In  large  doses  it  is  an  irritant  poison,  and  even  small 
doses  often  nauseate  seriously.  It  is  best  given  (-^  gr.)  in  pills 
(see  page  54). 

Calumhae  Radix  is  one  of  the  most  popular  pure  bitter 
tonics,  and,  possessing  no  tannin,  is  devoid  of  astringency,  and 
may  be  freely  given  with  iron.  Chiretta,  Quassia,  and  Gentian 
closely  resenible  Calumba  in  their  effects  upon  the  stomach. 
By  the  impression  which  they  make  upon  the  peripheral  fila- 
ments of  the  nerves  of  the  tongue  and  mouth,  they  increase 
the  saliva  and  the  gastric  juice  probably  even  before  being 
swallowed.  The  gastric  juice  is  further  increased  when  they 
reach  the  stomach  and  probably  the  vascularity  of  the  organ 
is  somewhat  augmented,  since  these  remedies  in  large  doses 
cause  irritation,  and,  when  long  continued,  a low  form  of 
gastritis,  apparently  by  over-stimulation.  The  gastric  secretion 
being  thus  more  freely  poured  out,  the  supply  regulates  the 
demand,  and  the  appetite  is  improved.  Changes  of  a similar 
nature  probably  occur  further  down  the  intestinal  tube,  and 
the  digestion  beyond  the  duodenum  is  possibly  improved. 

These  bitters  are  used  in  chjsjnpsia  W.A.  in  the  debility  at- 
tending convalescence  from  acute  diseases,  where  they  aie 
sometimes  invaluable  in  stimulating  the  appetite  and  diges- 
tion, and  sometimes  have  a sedative  action  upon  an  irritable 
mucous  membrane,  thus  controlling  nausea  and  vomiting. 
They  are  contra-indicated  in  all  infiammatory  states  of  the 
gastro-enteric  tract.  To  get  the  full  benefit  of  a vegetable 
bitter  it  is  necessary  to  order  its  various  preparations  in  com- 
bination. 

5j. 
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Cambogia. — Gamboge  is  a hydragogue  cathartic  ; when 
swallowed  in  large  doses  it  acts  as  an  irritant  to  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  digestive  tract,  exciting  the  various  glands 
to  pour  out  increased  secretion,  and  thus  augmenting  con- 
siderablv  the  watery  element  in  the  motions,  which,  after  a 
full  dose,  become  liquid.  The  vermicular  contractions  are 
greatly  intensified,  and  the  contents  are  swept  rapidly  down 
the  canal. 

Its  action  is  severe,  and  the  griping  pains  caused  by  it  are 
very  annoying,  so  that  it  is  seldom  now  used  alone,  though  it 
is  an  excellent  addition  to  many  purgative  pills.  In  small 
doses  it  is  diuretic,  and  the  colouring  matter  has  been  said  to 
stam  the  mine.  The  compound  pill  may  be  given  in  5 grain 
doses  every  6 hours  in  dvopsies  and  obstinate  constijyatimi. 
The  action  of  gamboge  is  more  market!  on  the  small  intestine 
than  on  the  colon.  In  large  doses  (under  a dram)  severe 
inflammation  of  the  alimentary  tract  results,  and  death  super- 
venes, unless,  as  is  nearly  always  the  case,  active  vomiting 
expels  the  drug  early.  In  poisonous  doses,  Orfila  found  that 
it  often  only  produced  vomiting  ; owing  to  the  violence  of  its 
action  on  the  intestines  their  movements  became  paralysed. 
It  has  no  action  on  the  liver,  though  the  presence  of  bile  seems 
necessary  for  its  absorption.  Schaur  found  that  the  hypo- 
dermic injection  of  gamboge  did  not  cause  purging  in  dogs. 


Camphora  is  very  uncertain  in  its  action,  and  the  effects 
produced  by  small  doses  arc  so  variable  that  it  is  not  often 
employed  internally,  save  as  a flavouring  ingredient.  In  large 
doses  (30  grs.)  it  is  a diffusible  stimulant,  directly  causing  a 
flow  of  blood  to  the  gasti'o-intcstinal  membrane,  and  may  pro- 
duce vomiting;  by  stimulating  the  nerve  centres  it  produces  a 
comforting  or  e.xhilarating  effect,  occasionally  going  the  length 
of  g.ay  delirium  and  convulsions,  with  increase  of  the  strength 
of  the  pulse  and  the  cardiac  contractions,  and  when  continued 
for  some  time  it  produces  loss  of  power  of  the  sexual  organs 
(though  small  doses  have  the  opposite  effect).  This  latter  may 
be  said  to  be  the  only  deflnite  useful  result  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  camphor,  and  it  consequently  is  valuable  in 
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excitement  of  the  genitals,  clwrdce,  emissions,  &c.  The  vapour 
is  reputed  to  possess  marked  effects  upon  eatarrhal  affections 
of  the  respiratory  menibrane,  and  10  grs.  added  to  each  dose  of 
expectorant  mixture  are  useful  in  the  ehronie  bronchitis  of  the 
aged,  and  10  to  15  gr.  doses,  repeated  every  six  hours, 
benefit  dysmenorrhcea,  pertussis,  hysteria,  and  other  symsmodic 
aff'eetions. 

Externally,  it  is  a stimulating  application,  useful  in  chil- 
blains, and  its  mild  rubefacient  properties  render  it  a popular 
ingredient  in  most  liniments  for  rheumatic  troubles.  The 
Compound  Camphor  Liniment  is  a powerful  counter-irritant, 
and  may  be  made  to  cause  vesication.  ^ dr.  to  each  oz.  of  zinc 
ointment  allays  the  itching  of  eczema  about  the  genitals. 

Milk  dissolves  camphor  readily,  1 oz.  taking  up  nearly  1 
dram  of  it,  and  is  the  best  method  of  administering  the 
remedy,  especially  in  low  fevers,  where  a teaspoonful  of  the 
milky  solution  may  be  given  every  thi-ee  hours. 

Canellae  Cortex  is  a mild  stimulating  stomachic,  increasing 
the  vascularity  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane  and  augment- 
ing its  secretion,  and  has  been  used  as  a condiment.  It  is  now 
only  employed  to  flavour  rhubarb  wine. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  a true  narcotic,  like  alcohol  or  opium, 
producing  first  a period  of  excitement,  or  intoxication,  fol- 
lowed afterwards  by  sleep  and  coma.  Its  exciting  stage, 
however,  is  better  marked  than  that  of  these  remedies,  and  is 
much  longer  than  that  of  opium.  It  is  freely  indulged  in,  in 
India  under  the  name  of  Hashish.  The  intoxication,  often 
lasting  a couple  of  hours,  is  characterised  by  delirium  of  a 
pleasant  or  boisterous  kind,  with  surprising  mental  confusion 
and  distorted  ideas  of  the  patient’s  individuality  and  position, 
alternating  with  fits  of  prostration  bordering  on  catalepsy,  and 
followed  eventually  with  sleep,  in  which  pleasant  or  mirthful 
dreams  generally  run  riot.  The  stomach  is  not  affected,  and 
the  appetite  may  be  increased.  It  is  a powerful  aphrodisiac. 

The  sensibility  is  diminished,  cutaneous  anassthesia  and 
blunting  of  the  muscular  sense  being  observed.  The  pupil  is 
dilated,  constipation  does  not  follow,  and  sweating  is  never 
great ; hence  its  nse  has  been  followed  by  gratifying  results 
as  an  anodyne  in  neuralgia  (Einger  has  shovui  its  usefulness 
in  migraine'),  a hypnotic  in  sleejdessness,  delirium  tremens, 
and  especially  in  mania;  an  anti  spasmodic  in  destroying 
spasm  and  pain,  as  in  asthma,  hepatic  and  renal  colic,  k.c. 
It  is  staled  to  act  as  a direct  stimulant  to  the  uterus  in 
mejiorrhagia,  and  it  allays  ovarian  irritation.  It  has  been 
successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  teta?ius. 
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Tlie  tincture  should  he  given  in  sherry,  or  in  a teaspoonful  of 
brandy,  on  account  of  its  decomposition  when  added  to  water  ; 
but  1 oz.  of  mucilane  emulsifies  1 dr.  of  tincture.  The  fns/t 
extract  (f  of  a grain)  made  into  a pill  will  he  found  the  most 
reliable  form,  as  in  the  following : — 


c9k..c£..  iv. 


oJLe-. 


The  following  is  an  elegant  form  for  gastric  pain  : — 

'f3 ^ oL-O-^t^iXX . 1^' 

xii.,  i.  Q^fi-  oM-. 

In  the  section  on  non-official  remedies  the  reader  will  see 
noticed  a preparation  under  “ Cannabin  Tannas.” 

Cantharides  is  not  often  administered  internally,  though  it 
produces  definite  results,  acting  as  a powerful  irritant  to  the 
stomach  and  genito-urinary  organs,  causing  in  over-doses 
frequent  painful  bloody  micturition,  with  priapism,  bloody, 
painful  stools,  salivation,  and  symptoms  of  violent  in-itant 
poisoning,  followed  by  convulsions,  delirium,  and  asphyxia. 

Li  small  doses  it  is  diuretic,  aphrodisiac,  and  emmcnagogue. 
The  cantharides  is  absorbed,  and,  circulating  in  the  blood, 
reaches  the  urinary  organs,  which  it  irritates  as  it  is  being 
eliminated.  The  effect  of  cantharides  upon  the  kidney  begins 
as  a genuine  inflammation  within  the  glomeruli,  which  gradu- 
ally spreads  amongst  the  cells  of  the  tubules  until  all  the 
tubes  Ijccomc  affected,  producing  albuminuria  and  hiema- 
turia.  The  mouth,  stomach,  and  intestines  arc  alTcctcd  by 
direct  contact  with  it  after  being  swallowed,  and  its  action  on 
the  genital  organs  and  uterus  is  generally  explainetl  by  the 
symiiathy  that  exists  between  these  parts  and  the  urinary 
tract. 

It  has  been  advocated  in  various  liUlnv\i  r//.sYv/.?c.s’,  after  the 
acute  stage,  as  a diuretic,  and  it  is  valuai)le  in  hladdcr  cases 
which  are  characterised  by  want  of  power  in  the  sphincter, 
especially  in  women.  Its  use  is  often  beneficial  in  impotener, 
(jlfiet,  and  h ncuvvhd’a. 


352 


THERAPEUTICS. 


Cantharides. 


One,  two,  or  three  minims  of  the  tincture  will  be  found 
enough  for  an  ordinary  dose.  It  may  be  given  in  barley  water 
every  3,  6,  or  12  hours. 

Externally,  cantharides  is  used  diluted  in  various  ways  as  a 
rubefacient,  as  in  stimnlathuj  applications  to  the  scalp,  where 
the  object  is  to  keeiJ  up  a constant  excessive  supply  of  blood 
for  the  nourishment  of  the  hair  bulbs,  but  it  is  for  producing 
vesication  that  the  Sj^anish  fly  maintains  its  importance  in 
medicine.  It  acts  by  causing  a rapid  local  inflammation  of 
the  skin,  beginning  with  tingling  pain,  heat,  redness,  and 
eventually  swelling;  serum  appears  in  from  4 to  12  hours. 

The  peripheral  extremities  of  the  nerves  supplying  the  skin 
of  the  aifeeted  part  conduct  the  stimulus  of  the  blister  to  the 
nerve  eeutres,  from  which  it  may  be  radiated,  transferred,  or 
reflected  to  eentrifugal  or  trophic  nerves,  which  may  effect 
various  changes  in  the  areas  to  which  they  are  supplied. 

In  this,  the  most  probable  explanation,  it  is  easy  to  see  (1) 
the  effect  which  blisters  may  produce  upon  distant  parts ; (2) 
they  also  affect  parts  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  by 
extracting  the  blooil  from  them,  though  this  must  be  to  a 
small  extent ; (3)  they  may  affect  neighbouring  parts  by 
direct  spread  of  the  irritation  originally  produeed,  as  the 
peritoneum  and  pleura  have  been  seen  inflamed  from  the 
application  of  a blister  to  the  abdomen  or  chest ; and  the 
writer  believes  that  he  has  seen  pericarditis  joroduced  in  this 
way  in  thin  subjects. 

Space  will  not  permit  any  further  referenee  to  the  subject 
of  counter-irritation ; but  a few  instances  where  blisters  prove 
beneficial  in  altering  diseased  action  may  be  mentioned,  as  in 
neuralgia.  Anstie  pointed  out  that  blisters  applied  over  the 
seat  of  pain  intensify  the  suffering,  and  should  be  applied  close 
to  the  spine — over  the  posterior  branch  of  the  spinal  nerve- 
trunk — from  which  the  painful  nerves  issue;  and  schif/ca  is 
often  benefited  by  a small  blister. 

Various  eye  i7iflaimnation.<t  are  modified  or  checked  by 
counter-irritation  behind  the  ear ; and  though  the  usefulness 
of  blisters  is  doubted  in  acute  jJlcuritis  and  pneumonia,  there 
can  be  little  question  of  their  value  in  causing  the  absorption 
of  long-standing  pleural  effusions,  in  which  cases  great  good 
is  derived  from  flying  Misters — that  is,  a series  of  very  small 
blisters  (each  iiot  larger  than  a crown),  kept  on  for  a short 
time — say,  two  hours.  Indeed,  it  may  be  laid  douni  as  a rule 
that  any  benefit  to  bo  had  from  a blister  is  obtained  during 
tlie  first  five  hours  of  its  application,  all  of  which  time  it  keeps 
up  a stimulating  effect  upon  the  general  system  ; after  this, 
much  depression  often  results,  which  cannet  be  accounted  for, 
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as  some  suppose,  bj"-  the  mere  loss  of  serum ; if  vesication 
does  not  occur  in  this  time  a poultice  generally  determines  it. 
Moistening  the  skin  with  warm  water  before  applying  the 
blister  assists  its  action. 

In  acute  rheumatism,  blisters  to  the  affected  joints  have 
been  long  advocated ; but  Dr.  Harkin  has  pointed  out  sur- 
prising results  obtainable  by  a large  blister  over  the  heart, 
early  in  the  disease  (he  believes  it  acts  by  curing  the  endo- 
carditis which  some  authorities  consider  always  to  be  present 
and  to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease),  and  the  writer  has  seen  it 
reduce  temperature  and  pain  in  a most  decided  way.  Graves 
recommended  blisters  in  various  prostrated  feverish  states,  and 
counter-irritation  over  the  nape  of  the  neck  controls  many 
forms  of  headache. 

Dr.  Harkin  has  recently  pointed  out  the  surprising  results 
which  may  be  obtained  in  diarrhoea  and  cholera  by  blistering 
the  skin  over  the  course  of  the  vagus  in  the  neck. 

For  all  purposes  the  emplastrum  cantharidis  is  the  most 
manageable  preparation — the  liquor  or  collodion  acts  much 
more  quickly.  Unless  the  bleb  is  large  it  may  be  let  .alone, 
the  blistered  surface  being  covered  with  greased  lint  or  cotton 
wool.  Sometimes  cantharides  affects  the  urinary  organs  after 
a blister,  by  being  absorbed  through  the  skin ; free  diluent 
drinks,  with  a morphine  suppositoiy,  generally  remedy  this. 

Blisters  should  not  be  applied  or  kept  long  on  the  old  or 
infirm,  or  on  paralysed  parts,  or  on  the  very  young,  or  in  acute 
kidney  diseases. 

Brunton  lays  stress  on  the  .advice  that  when  absorption  is 
the  result  desired  the  blister  should  be  applied  directly  over 
the  part,  but  if  reduction  of  congestion  or  infl.amm.ation  is 
aimed  at  it  should  be  applied  at  a little  distance,  as  in  peri- 
carditis it  might,  if  applied  directly  over  the  infiamed  sac, 
increase  the  mischief. 

Capsicum  acts  .as  a general  stimulant  to  the  nervous  system, 
and  when  taken  into  the  mouth  incrciases  the  secretion  of  the 
saliv.ary  glands.  When  swallowed  it  acts  as  a stimul.aut  to  the 
raucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  increases  its  .secretion, 
its  internal  loc.al  .action  being  probably  like  its  externa!  rube- 
fiicient  elfect,  so  that  it  might  Ijo  c.allcd  an  internal  rubefacient. 
In  repeatcil  (loses  it  i)roduces  a slight  narcotic  effect  u[)ou  the 
brain,  and  increases  the  functional  activity  of  the  genital 
organs.  In  large  doses  it  causes  g.astro-intestiual  irritation,  or 
inliaramation,  and  m.ay  act  .as  a (liurctic. 

I’rof.  Ciihron  believes  that  it  .acts  upon  tlic  v.ascular  system, 
and,  like  ergot,  affects  powerfully  the  unstriped  mu.scul.ar  fibre 
ill  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  either  directly  or  through  the  vaso- 
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motor  nerves.  Some  benefit  has  followed  its  use  in  uterhie. 
licemorrliage  caused  by  fibroids ; gi-anular  endometritis,  and  in 
hfemoptysis  in  doses  of  2 to  10  grs. 

The  stomachic  effects  of  cayenne  have  been  long  recognised, 
as  seen  in  its  free  use  as  a condiment  and  appetiser  in  warm 
climates,  and  it  is  useful  in  dyapcpsia^  and  invaluable  as  a 
tonic  in  (hjpsomania,  in  which  10  to  20  minims  of  the  tincture 
may  be  given  every  two  hours  before  meals.  In  ddiriiim 
tremens  large  doses  (30  grs.)  often  produce  sleep.  Locally,  it  is 
useful  in  the  form  of  a gargle  for  relaxed  throats.  Concen- 
trated preparations  will  redden  the  skin  almost  to  vesication, 
but  with  much  pain  and  biuming. 


Carbo  Animalis  and  Carbo  Ligni.— The  first  is  employed 
internallyas  imantidote  'in2)o>,wning  hy  the  rt/^*nZwV/.?morphine, 
stiychnine,  &c.,  with  which,  if  given  immediately  afterwards, 
it  combines,  and  renders  their  action  harmless — ^ oz.  neutral- 
ising 1 gr. — but  its  administration  should  not  interfere  with 
the  use  of  the  stomach  pump,  emetics,  and  purgatives,  which 
should  follow. 
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Internally,  wood  charcoal  is  administered  in  flatulent  con- 
ditions of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  an  absorbent  and 
deodoriser ; it  occasionally  checks  vomiting  and  the  fonnatiou 
of  gas,  and  stops  fermentation  and  prrrges  mildly._ 

Externally,  charcoal  acts  as  a powerful  deodorisCT  and  anti- 
septic, and,  as  such,  may  he  freely  applied  to  -ptitrid  sores  and 
qannrenous  limbs,  or  it  may  he  spread  on  plates  to  sweeten 
the  air  of  the  sick  room.  These  properties  depend  upon  its 
power  of  absorbing  and  condensing  in  its  pores  gases  like 
oxyaren,  which  destroy  the  gaseous  products  of  putrefaction 
by  coming  into  direct  contact  with  them.  The  charcoal  poul- 
tice is  an  excellent  application  to  foul  ulcers.  Animal  char- 
coal may  be  given  like  the  wood  preparation,  in  teaspoonful 
doses  in  water.  It  should  be  fi'cshly  prepared  or  reheated 
before  use,  and  administered  in  wafer  paper. 

Cardamomum  acts  as  a warm  stomachic,  like  ginger,  in- 
creasing by  its  stimulating  action  upon  the  gastric  surface  the 
secretion  of  the  part,  and  imxiroving  the  appetite.  Its  local 
stimulating  influence  increases  by  reflex  action  the  peristaltic 
movements  of  the  intestines,  and  thus  flatus  is  dispelled.  It 
makes  a good  corrective  addition  to  purgative  medicines,  and. 
as  the  tincture  is  of  a bright  red  colour,  compatible  with  most 
drugs  (ii’on  excepted),  it  is  a prized  flavouring  and  colouring 
ingredient,  and  medicine  containing  it  has  a better  chance  of 
remaining  in  an  irritable  stomach  than  if  given  alone. 

Carui  Fructus. — Its  action  is  explained  under  Anethum, 
with  which  it  is  practically  identical. 

Caryophyllum  — Cloves  — when  administered,  act  as  a 
stomachic.  This  remedy  resembles  the  previous  two  in  its 
tonic,  carminative,  and  stimulating  effects.  The  essential  oil 
is  powerfully  antiseptic ; when  applied  to  the  terminal  fila- 
ments of  a painful  and  irritated  nerve  it  acts  ,as  an  eflicient 
anodyne  ; hence  its  use  in  tooth-ache  and  in  some  cases  of 
svjjnflcial  neuralgia..  Five  drops  on  a little  sugar  speedily 
remove  pain  caused  by  accumulations  of  air  in  the  bowel,  by 
exciting  reflex  muscular  contractions,  driving  the  air  forwards 
or  backwards,  relieving  the  over  distention,  and  acting  as  a 
local  anodyne  upon  the  irritated  nerves  of  the  part. 

Ca.scara  Sagrada  is.  in  large  doses,  an  irritant  to  the  gas- 
tro-intestinal  membrane ; in  moderate  doses  (A  dr.  liquid  ex- 
tract) it  acts  as  a stimulant  to  t,he  entire  glandular  apparatus 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  increasing  slightly  the  secretion  and 
markedly  ihogwristaltic  act  ion  of  the  intestine  by  stimulating 
the  muscular  fibres,  and  producing  healthy  copious  evacuations. 
Smaller  doses  (5  to  10  minims)  have  a decideilly  tonic  cilect 
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upon  the  stomach,  like  the  vegetable  bitters,  increasing  the 
appetite  and  mildly  stimulating  the  liver.  Cascara  is,  doubt- 
less, the  best  remedy  yet  introduced  for  chronic  comtqmtion, 
and  the  dose  can  be  so  graduated  that  painless,  soft  natm'al 
motions  are  voided  daily  where  constipation  had  been  the  rule 
for  years.  The  dose  can  be  gradually  diminished  while  the  good 
efiEects  remain,  and  generally  even  in  aggravated  cases  no 
augmentation  of  the  dose  is  necessary.  The  liquid  extract  may 
be  given  in  doses  of  ^ to  1 dr.  night  and  morning  for  I or  6 days, 
when  the  morning  dose  can  be  reduced  to  a half  or  omitted. 
The  solid  extract  may  be  likewise  emjjloyed  in  23ills.  After  a 
time  the  drug  can  be  entirely  withdrawn. 


) . ^ii. 


5lll. 

<!jt  G:icj^^u-o^iL-  o-JL  3iv. 
^CL-C^  4'^  ,,xI-S-.AAA.xJL£^ 


Cascarilla  is  an  agreeable  tonic,  acting  like  Calumba,  only 
it  230ssesses  decided  aromatic  qualities.  It  has  feeble  febrifuge 
properties,  like  cinchona,  and  the  volatile  princi23le  which  it 
contains  may  230ssibly  act  u2)on  the  respiratory  mucous  mem- 
brane. It  is  useful  in  dyspepsia,  where  a stimulating  tonic  is 
indicated,  and  when  smoked  in  a 23ipG  it  is  valuable  as  a sub- 
stitute for  tobacco  when  we  wish  to  wean  heavy  smokers  from 
their  vice.  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  commentary,  gives  the  following 
formula  for  an  acceptable  tonic,  useful  in  convalescence  from 
fevers  which  often  does  good  when  other  tonics  are  not 
tolerated : — 


cLfQ-.  3ij. 

Li/ULi..  T^o-.  51- 

cx,cL  5viij. 

3SS.  o-eJL  3!.  cLj^. 


Cassise  Pulpa. — This  2>i'eparation  is  very  sehlom  usal  in 
medicine  exce2)t  as  an  ingralient  in  senna  confection.  It  is  a 
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mild  laxative,  like  manna,  and  it  probably  acts  by  stimulating 
the  peristaltic  movements  of  the  intestines. 

Cataplasmata  are  used  in  medicine  with  different  inten- 
tions : thus  sinapis  is  a rubefacient,  lini  an  emollient,  conii  a 
sedative,  and  carbonis  and  sodii  chlor.  antiseptic  ; but  linseed 
is  by  far  the  most  frequently  employed,  ttdien  a hot  linseed 
poultice  is  applied  to  a part,  the  warmth  causes  the  small 
vessels  to  dilate  freely;  the  muscular  elements  in  the  skin,  hair 
follicles,  and  gland  ducts  arc  relaxed,  and  thus  the  tissues  get 
soft,  and  the  tight  feeling  or  tension  of  inflammation  is  reduced 
or  passes  away;  the  sensitive  nerve  endings  experience  less 
pressure  by  the  blood  being  efrawn  to  the  surface.  A warm 
poultice  applied  to  the  inflamed  hip  joint  sometimes  relaxes 
spasm  of  the  muscles  and  diminishes  the  transferred  knee 
pain. 

Poultices  should  be  as  warm  as  can  be  comfortably  borne  ; 
a very  hot  poultice  will  often  aggravate  pain  and  tension  by 
acting  as  a dfrect  local  stimulant. 

The  question  often  arises,  when  should  poultices  be  applied 
to  local  inflammations,  as  in  a case  of  ivh  itlow  ? A strange 
paradox  may  be  observed  here  : if  applied  early,  general  relax- 
ation of  the  tissue  is  the  result,  and  the  tension  which  is  fatal 
to  the  life  of  a part  is  removed,  and  resolution  is  more  liable 
to  occur  ; but  if  inflammation  has  already  progi’essed  so  far 
that  the  white  corpuscular  elements  have  wandered  through 
the  coats  of  the  vessels,  or  a purulent  collection  has  already 
formed,  poulticing  assists  it  materially  in  reaching  the  surface. 
Thus  poultices,  by  making  the  part  an  internal  one,  are  useful 
in  all  stages  of  inflammation ; if  applied  early  they  prevent 
suppuration,  and  if  used  in  the  advanced  stages  they  hasten  or 
encourage  it ; and  if  an  antisejJtic  quality  existed  in  them, 
everything  that  is  desired  would  be  achieved.  We  have  this 
desideratum  in  the  spirit  lotion  when  covered  in  with  oiled  silk. 

Catechu  is  a valuable  astringent,  acting  exactly  like  tannic 
acid  (which  see).  It  is  given  in  passive  diarrhoeas  and  hoenior- 
rhages,  and  is  well  suited  for  the  treatmeirt  of  such  cases  in 
children.  It  may  be  chewed  before  food  in  gigrosis. 


(For  Diarrltcna  in.  a child  1 year  old J. 

?iij. 
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Cera  Alba,  Cera  Flava,  and  Cetaceum  are  seldom  em- 
ployed internally.  When  swallowed  they  act  as  protectives  or 
demulcents,  by  covering  over  the  gastro-intestinal  suiTace  fi-om 
iiTitating  secretions,  and  externally  they  are  lai’gely  employed 
as  emollients.  Possessing  bland,  unirritating  qualities,  they 
are  valuable  in  making  the  groundwork  or  basis  of  more  active 
ointments  or  cerates.  Spermaceti  formerly  was  much  employed 
as  an  expectorant,  but  it  most  probably  is  devoid  of  such  virtue. 
It  may  be  given  beaten  up  with  egg  and  warm  milk. 

Cerevisiae  Fermentum  has  been  found  a tonic  stimulant 
in  fevers,  and  was  used  by  Dr.  Stoker  as  such,  in  10,000  cases, 
as  mentioned  by  Neligan.  It  is  a laxative  and  deodoriser,  and 
prevents  the  decomposition  of  matters  in  the  bowel ; it  has 
been  given  for  hoils  and  in  dysentery.  It  is  used  now  only  as 
the  yeast  poultice,  to  correct  the  fetor  of  putrid  sores,  and  this 
preparation  seems  to  owe  its  efficacy  to  carbonic  acid.  It  causes 
pain,  and  possesses  no  special  advantages  over  other  more 
manageable  deodorants. 

Cerii  Oxalas  is  a gastric  sedative,  acting  probably  like 
bismuth.  The  Pharmacopceial  dose  is  too  small ; 6,  or  even 
8 grs.,  may  be  given.  It  was  introduced  as  a remedy  for  the 
vomitiny  of  pregnancy , but  it  is  gradually  falling  into  dis- 
re23rrte.  It  has  been  tried  in  epilepsy  and  chorea,  with  very 
doubtful  results. 

Cetraria  is  a feebly  nutritious  tonic,  containing  a consider- 
able quantity  of  starch  and  a small  amount  of  bitter  principle. 
It  is  largely  eaten  as  food  by  the  Laplanders,  and,  by  its  de- 
mulcent jrroperties,  when  made  into  blanc-mange,  is  useful  to 
many  dyspeptics.  It  has  been  irraised  as  an  expectorant,  but 
it  is  very  improbable  that  the  lichen  has  any  action  over  the 
bronchial  membrane. 

Chirata  is  a pure  bitter  tonic,  exciting  very  gently  the 
secretion  of  the  gastric  juice,  like  calumba,  gentian,  and  quassia, 
aiding  digestion  and  improving  the  appetite.  Its  effects  are 
best  seen  in  the  atonic  state  of  the  stomach  of  drunhardsait&v 
a prolonged  course  of  drinking,  and  it  may  be  combined  with 
bismuth  or  a mineral  acid,  the  former  if  nausea  or  vomiting, 
the  latter  if  a furred  state  of  the  tongue  exist. 

Chloral  Hydras  induces  sleep  identical  in  every  respect 
with  sound,  natural,  refreshing  slumber,  lasting  5,  (5,  or  8 hours, 
devoid  of  dreams,  and  free  from  stupor  and  narcotism,  and  not 
followed  by  gastric  or  other  trouble.  It  does  not  act.  as  Lie- 
brcich — its  introducer— supposed,  by  being  decomposed  in  the 
blood  into  chloroform  on  meeting  the  alkali  of  the  circulating 
fluid,  since  this  is  too  weak  to  decompose  it,  and  the  odom'  of 
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chloral  and  not  of  chloroform  is  perceived  from  the  breath  ; 
and,  moreover,  a corresponding  dose  of  chloroform  will  not 
affect  the  system  in  the  same  way,  being  more  decidedly  ano- 
dyne than  chloral. 

Chloral  does  not  markedly  relieve  pain,  nor  influence  the 
nerves  of  sensation,  in  safe  doses  ; hence  if  severe  pain  is  pre- 
sent, chloral,  unlike  opium,  will  not  relieve  it,  unless  in 
doses  just  short  of  affecting  reflex  action,  and,  if  the  pain  con- 
tinue, probably  no  sleep  will  supervene.  Reflex  action  is 
weakened  and  destroyed  by  large  doses,  the  blood  pressure 
falls  from  the  vascular  dilatation  caused  by  paralysis  of  the 
vaso-motor  centre,  and  the  cardiac  ganglia ; the  pulse  and 
respiration  are  slowed  ; and  if  a still  larger  quantity  is  admin- 
istered, loss  of  sensation,  and  deep  coma  occur.  Death  results 
from  paralysis  of  the  heart  by  its  effect  upon  the  cardiac 
ganglia,  or  stoppage  of  the  respiration  ensues  through  its  action 
upon  the  respiratory  centre.  The  tenqyemture  falls  markedly, 
and  Brunton  found  that  this  fall  was  so  great  as  to  alone  cause 
death.  The  motor  nerves  or  muscles  are  not  directly  affected, 
but  the  pupil  is  contracted. 

Chloral  is  an  excellent  hypnotic  in  sleeplessness,  caused  hy 
oter-icork  or  worry ; but  delirium  tremens  is  the  affection  in 
which  its  vu-tues  have  been  most  prized.  Given  in  20  to  30 
gr.  doses  it  produces  refreshing  slumber ; but  it  is  in  the  early 
stage  of  the  disease  that  it  is  most  valuable.  After  the  delirium 
has  lasted  several  days  the  writer  believes  chloral  to  be  a dan- 
gerous remedy,  which  must  be  used  with  great  caution,  if 
employed  at  all,  the  heart  at  this  time  being  especially  sus- 
ceptible to  its  action.  He  believes  that  the  use  of  chloral 
raises  the  mortality  in  this  disease,  and  he  now  only  uses  it 
with  fear  and  trembling  when  every  other  means  fail,  which  is 
very  seldom. 

It  is  powerfully  antispasmodic,  and  has  been  used  with  benefit 
in  infantile  and  puerperal  convulsions,  chorea,  whoopiny-couyh, 
asthma,  sea-sickness,  and  acute  mania;  and  it  is  highly  bene- 
ficial, and  often  curative,  in  tetanus.  Playfair  thinks  that  it 
relieves  the  early  pains  of  labour,  without  directly  hindering 
the  uterine  contractions. 

Chloral  should  be  given  with  great  c.aution  to  patients  with 
fatty  hearts  or  atheromatous  vessels;  and  as  its  hypnotic  effects 
come  on  in  a very  short  time  (less  than  30  minutes),  and  pass 
off  as  rapidly,  it  should  be  repeated  inside  an  hour  or  two  if 
the  result  is  not  produced,  and  the  patient  should  alwaj^s  be 
in  bed  before  swallowing  tlie  first  dose.  Externally  it  is  a 
good  Antiseptic,  and  a lotion  of  8 grs.  to  1 oz.  is  a painless 
stimulant  to  unhealthy  ulcers,  and  often  cures  eczema. 
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Powdered  chloral  sprinkled  over  adhesive  plaster,  gently 
w^armed  and  laid  on  the  skin,  makes  a painless,  speedy,  and 
effective  blister,  superior  to  cantharides  (Fauntleroy). 

Chloral  is  an  antidote  to  strychnine  and  Calabar  bean. 


Chlorine,  wdien  inspired,  acts  as  a powerful  ii-ritant,  causing 
death  from  spasm  of  the  glottis  or  inflammation  of  the  air 
passages ; gi-eatly  diluted  with  air-  it  is  a stimulating  expec- 
torant. 

Externally  applied,  it  is  a rubefacient,  but  it  is  only  used  in 
medicine  for  its  powerful  antiseptic  and  deodorising  properties. 
(See  Calx  Chlorinata.)  Internally,  the  solution  of  chlorine  has 
been  recommended  in  fevers,  on  the  strength  of  the  zymotic 
theory  of  their  origin  ; but  its  use  is  probably  erroneous  in 
such  cases,  as  it  becomes  soon  so  diluted  by  the  mass  of  the 
circulating  fluid  as  to  be  rendered  innocuous  to  the  supposed 
germs,  unless  given  in  doses,  which  weaken  or  paralyse  the 
respiratory  and  other  centres  like  narcotics. 

Chloroform  is  used  in  medicine  as  an  inhalation  to  produce 
general  insensibility,  and  is  swallowed  or  applied  extern- 
ally as  a remedy  for  various  complaints.  The  vapour,  when 
inhaled,  gives  rise  at  first  to  symptoms  often  differing  widely 
in  different  individuals,  and  depending  upon  some  peculiarity 
of  the  patient.  Generally  three  stages  may  be  observed  : — 

1st — The  “ Preliminary  Stage,”  with  some  cough  or  suffoca- 
tive feeling,  exhilaration  of  spirits,  sounds  in  the  head,  mental 
confu.sion,  Avilh  congestion  of  the  eyes  and  face,  and  symptoms 
resembling  mild  alcoholic  intoxication.  The  sensibility  is 
blunted. 
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2nil  or  “ Struggling  Stage,”  with  marked  mental  or  motor 
excitement  and  intoxication,  acceleration  of  the  pulse  (from 
excitement),  lividity  of  the  face,  greatly  diminished  sensi- 
bility, and  dilatation  of  the  pupils  ; 

Rapidly  passing  into 

3rd,  The  “Aiifesthetic  Stage,”  or  state  of  complete  narcosis, 
where  there  is  total  insensibility  and  muscular  relaxation,  with 
suspension  of  the  cerebral  functions,  loss  of  reflex  action, 
diminution  of  the  force  of  the  pulse,  and  contracted  pupils. 

The  operator  recognises  this  stage  by  lifting  up  a limb  and 
it  falls  perfectly  flaccid  ; by  touching  the  conjunctiva,  when 
no  attempt  at  winking  occurs  ; by  exposing  the  iris  suddenly 
to  light  after  having  the  lids  closed,  and  sluggish  contraction 
follows ; by  pinching  strongly  the  skin  of  a sensitive  place, 
and  not  the  slightest  wincing  is  noticed. 

If  the  inhalation  is  pushed  further,  death  may  occur.  1.  By 
the  heart  becoming  directly  paralysed,  through  the  influence 
of  the  chloroform  on  the  cardiac  ganglia;  and  this  may  happen 
at  any  stage,  and  often  gives  no  warning.  2.  The  respiration 
is  interfered  %\dth,  so  that  death  occurs  through  apnoea  from 
the  stoppage  of  the  breathing,  through  the  action  of  the 
chloroform  on  the  respiratory  centre,  or  on  account  of  the 
tongue  falling  back,  or  vomited  matter  getting  into  the  trachea . 

The  pulse  and  respiration  must  be  carefully  watched 
and  the  failing  of  either  met  with  the  instant  removal  of  the 
inhaler;  and  if  there  be  asphyxia,  the  chin  should  be  forcibly 
ch-awn  away  from  the  sternum,  or  the  tongue  dra^vn  forward, 
or  artificial  respiration,  which  is  the  best  remedy  to  rely  upon’ 
may  be  performed  ; the  cold  douche  may  be  used  at  the  same 
time.  When  the  heart  stops,  the  patient’s  head  should  be 
placed  lower  than  his  body,  artificial  respiration  should  be 
kept  up,  and  nitrite  of  amyl,  ammonia  inhalation,  and  galvan- 
ism may  be  tried.  Hy^iodermic  injection  of  ammonia  appears 
to  the  writer,  from  Brewer’s  experiments,  to  be  the  most 
promising  treatment. 

Brunton  believes  that  death  may  be  often  the  result  of 
shncli,  and  may  be  caused  by  too  little  instead  of  too  much 
chloroform.  He  explains  how  death  has  so  often  followed  the 
peifoimance  of  trivial  operations  where  deep  narcosis  is  gener- 
ally considered  unnecessary.  When  no  chloroform  is  .admin- 
istered, the  stimulus  to  the  sensory  nerves  produced  by  an 
operation,  causes  reflex  contr.action  of  the  vessels  .and  raised 
blood  pressure  which  overcomes  the  depressing  efl’ect  .at  the 
same  time  always  produced  upon  the  heart  I )y  reflex  action 
and  all  goes  well  ; but  when  parli.al  amesthesia  has  been  nrr)- 
duced,  reflex  contraction  of  the  vessels  may  be  lost,  whilst  the 
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depressing  reflex  effect  of  the  operation  upon  the  heart  may 
still  remain,  death  from  the  shock  of  the  operation  following. 
When  the  narcosis  is  dcej),  both  the  reflex  depression  upon  the 
heart  and  the  reflex  contraction  of  the  vessels  are  absent,  and 
the  stimulus  of  cutting  sensory  nerves  does  not  affect  the 
heart  one  way  or  other.  The  importance  of  this  explanation 
should  be  of  great  value  as  a guide  in  administering  the  drug. 

Various  inhalers  are  used.  Clover’s,  which  prevents  the 
vapour  reaching  the  lung  in  a more  concentrated  form  than 
four  per  cent.,  is,  perhaps,  the  best  for  those  who  are  not 
familiar  with  the  administration  ; but  the  open  sponge  or 
towel,  with  the  chloroform  di’opped  on  it  answers  every  pur- 
pose, and  one  dram  will  be  enough  to  begin  with.  No  food 
should  be  allowed  for  four  hours  previously,  but  the  plan  of 
starving  for  a longer  period  than  this  is  to  be  condemned,  as 
it  leaves  patients  in  a bad  condition  to  resist  the  effects  of 
haimorrhage  or  shock,  especially  those  with  vigorous  digestive 
powers,  who  are  accustomed  to  the  stimulus  of  food  every  four 

or  five  hours.  , . , 

Chloroform  should  always  be  administered  with  great  cau- 
tion, but  if  there  be  fatty  or  other  disease  of  the  heart  the 
caution  should,  if  possible,  be  increased.  There  is  hardly  any 
state  of  the  system  in  which  the  drug  may  not  be  used,  and 
it  may  be  administered  at  all  ages,  children,  as  a rule,  bearing 
it  well.  The  vomiting  so  often  following  its  use  may  be  to  a 
great  extent  prevented  by  a previous  hypodermic  injection  of 
morphine  to  which  a little  atropine  has  been  added. 

Under  the  head  of  Esther,  the  relative  value  of  these  two 
anresthetics  is  spoken  of,  but  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
relative  value.  If  ether  is  proved  to  be,  beyond  all  doubt,  safer 
than  chloroform,  then  it  alone  should  be  used ; foi  all  the 
minor  disadvantages,  such  as  its  smell,  tardiness,  liability  to 
cause  sickness,  &c.,  cannot  be  weighed  in  the  balance  against 

The  following  remarks  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  appear  to  put  the 
case  of  ether  and  chloroform  very  fairly  “As  an  .anesthetic 
chloroform  iiossesses  the  advantages  of  quickness  and  ple.^ant- 
ness  of  operation,  smallness  of  dose,  and  cheapness.  Thpe 
advantages  are,  however,  so  outbalanced  by  the  dangers  which 
attend  its  use  that  its  employment  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances is  unjustifiable.  It  kills  without  warning,  so  suddenly 
that  no  forethought,  or  skill,  or  care  can 
fatal  result.  It  kills  alike  the  robust,  the  weak,  the  ^ ell,  and 
the  diseased ; even  the  previous  s.afe  passage  through  one  or 
more  inhalations  is  no  guarantee  its  lethal  action. 

Statistics  seem  to  indicate  a mortality  of  about  1 in  3,0UU  ui- 
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halations ; and  hundreds  of  utterly  unnecessary  deaths  have 
been  produced  by  the  extraordinary  persistence  in  its  use  by  a 
portion  of  the  profession.  It  ought  never  to  be  employed  ex- 
cept under  especial  cu’cumstances,  as  when  a speedy  action  is 
desii'ed  in  puerperal  eclampsia,  or  when  the  bulkier  anaisthetics 
cannot  be  transported,  as  in  the  field  during  war  time.”  The 
death-rate  in  ether  is  about  1 in  16,000. 

With  many  the  A.C.E.  mixture  is  a favourite  remedy  for 
producing  anffisthesia ; it  consists  of  1 part  of  alcohol,  2 parts 
of  chloroform,  and  3 of  ether. 

Chloroform  inhalation  is  employed  in  surgical  operations, 
puerperal  and  uramic  convulsions,  during  the  progress  of  gall 
stones  and  renal  calculi,  and  largely  in  obstetric  practice,  in 
wliich  it  is  most  decidedly,  freer  from  danger  than  in  any  other 
class  of  cases,  and  the  third  stage  of  its  action  should  never  be 
experienced  in  labour  unless  where  a difficult  instrumental 
delivery  is  about  to  take  place.  The  patient  c.an  be  kept  just 
upon  the  border  of  dreamland,  without  producing  insensibility. 
In  a host  of  spasmodic  ailments,  as  laryngismus,  pertussis,  and 
asthma,  the  vapour  of  chloroform  is  highly  beneficial,  and  often 
dilative,  and  it  is  of  great  Ijenefit  to  the  physician  in  carrying' 
out  the  diagnosis  of  phantom  and  uterine  tunumrs.  ° 

Internally,  chloroform  in  small  doses  acts  as  a gastric  stimu- 
lant, rapidly  followed  by  sedative  effects,  probably  by  affectino- 
the  peripheral  nerves  in  the  same  way  as  a pure  narcotic  affects 
the  great  centres.  It  acts  in  this  way  when  given  in  1 minim 
doses,  properly  diluted,  and  relieves  gastralqia,  vomitinq,  sea- 
sickness, and  reflex  headache.  From  10  to' 20  minims' affect 
the  system,  causing,  after  absorption,  marked  narcotic  effects 
and,  if  repeated,  sjuniffoms  resembling  those  following  its  in- 
halation administered  in  large  quantities,  undiluted,  it  acts 
as  an  irritant  poison.  From  its  effects  upon  the  centres  of 
sensation,  it  is  usefitl  as  an  anodyne,  relieving  pain,  inducino' 
sleep,  and  preventing  spasm,  and  its  influence  is  intensified 
when  opium  is  combined  with  it.  Cough  is  often  relieved,  and 
hiccough  stopped  by  such  a combination. 

Externally,  chloroform  applied  on  lint  to  the  skin,  and 
quickly  covered  with  oiled  silk,  acts  .as  an  irritant,  occasionallv 
producing  vesic.ation.  If  uncovered,  or  if  diluted  liei'orc  beiim 
applied,  it  .acts  as  .a  loc.al  atuesthctic  by  its  influence  over  the 
endings  of  the  sensory  nerves,  and  heneb  it  is  useful  in  neural, na 
and  odontalgia,  and  often  relieves  the  itching  of  urtimiri,, 

Dr.  Waller  has  shown  that  it  grc.atly  assisds  the  absorption 
of  many  substances  through  the  skin,  the  chloroform  ra  iidlv 
penetrating  and  carrying  with  it  the  dissolved  substance^  In 
this  way  morphine  readily  finds  its  way  into  the  blood 
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The  “deep  injection,”  as  introduced  by  Bartholow,  is  a 
valuable  method  of  subduing  ncurahjic  fain.  He  injects  10 
minims  or  more  of  chloroform  through  a hypodermic  needle 
thrust  deeply  into  the  tissues  surrounding  the  affeeted  nerve. 


Chrysarobin  contains  chrysophanic  acid,  and  is  itself 
frequently  kno'um  as  “ Chrysophanic  Acid.” 

It  is  a remedy  whose  value  in  chronic  psoriasis  can  hardly 
be  exaggerated.  An  ointment  (of  from  J to  1 dram  mixed 
intimateln  with  1 oz.  of  heated  lard  or  vaseline)  rubbed  twice 
daily  into  the  scaly  patches  of  this  disease  rapidly  causes  their 
disappearance.  It  frequently  produces  a painful  erythematous 
inflammation  of  the  surrounding  healthy  sldn,  which  prevents 
its  use  in  some  patients.  The  writer,  after  eonsiderable  ex- 
perience of  chrysarobin,  is  satisfied  that  this  need  never  occur 
if  the  application  be  confined  exclusively  to  the  diseased 
islands,  and  not  jyormitted  to  tovcli  the  healthy  shin.  This 
little  point  he  believes  to  be  the  secret  of  the  success  of  the 
treatment.  Dr.  Fox  has  advised  application  of  chrysarobin 
made  into  a paste  with  water,  smeared  over  the  spots,  and 
covered  with  collodion. 

There  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  now  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  remedy  does  its  satisfactory  work  in  this  troublesome 
disease.  It  acts  both  locally  and  constitutionally.  Its  local 
action  may  be  seen  by  rubbing  the  ointment  into  the  diseased 
spots  on  one  side  of  the  body  of  a patient  affeeted  with 
psoriasis.  In  a week  or  ten  days  the  skin  on  the  side  so 
treated  shows  decided  signs  of  improvement  not  in  the  least 
ai^parent  on  the  opposite,  and  as  the  diseased  patches  begin  to 
disappear  under  the  direct  application  of  the  remedy,  those 
regions  to  which  it  has  not  been  applied  eventually  begin  to 
show  signs  of  improvement  also ; and  the  witer  found,  by 
persistently  continuing  the  application  to  the  spots  originally 
so  treated,  the  entire  surface  of  the  body  cleared  up.  This  is 
probably  caused  by  its  absorption  into  the  system  and  its  con- 
veyance to  all  the  diseased  areas.  The  experiment  is  a diflicult 
one  however,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  preventmg  the  oint- 
ment being  diffused  over  the  entire  cutaneous  surface,  and  to 
the  fact  that  the  application  cannot  be  too  long  continual, 
because  an  ointment  which  causes  no  irritation  whatever  for 
a few  weeks,  so  long  as  the  spot  to  which  it  is  applied  remains 
scaly  and  diseased,  soon  acts  as  a powerful  irritant  to  the  same 
spot  as  it  becomes  resolved  and  healthy. 

This  observation  is  strengthened  by  the  experiments  pci - 
formed  by  Lewin  and  Rosenthal  upon  rabbits  ; they  found  tliat 
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absorbed  and  partly  converted  into  chrysoplianic  acid  in  the 
system  j a part  not  oxidised  was  demonstrated  in  tbe  urine. 

In  the  same  way  success  has  followed  the  internal  use  of 
clu'ysarobirr  in  cczeiyia^  (loic^  &c.,  brrt  the  writer 

found  that  sometimes  its  use  in  this  way  had  to  be  abandoned, 
owiirg  to  violent  griping,  purgirrg,  vomiting,  anorexia,  and 
malaise  sometimes  coming  on  after  doses  as  small  as  g gr.  in  a 
pill.  In  one  case  the  constitutional  symptoms  became  alarm- 
ing. and  the  temperatirre  reached  103°.  Chrysarobiir  is  a 
powerful  parasiticide,  and  has  proved  efficacious  in  ritif/tooi'M, 
tinea,  &c. 

The  deep  purplish  discoloration  which  it  produces  on  the 
skin  and  bed  linen  are  barriers  to  its  use,  and  great  care  must 
be  exercised  in  applying  the  ointment  to  the  face,  as  it  causes 
cedema  of  the  eyelids,  with  discoloration,  though  it  can  be 
applied  to  the  scalp  (15  grs.  to  1 oz.)  with  benefit. 

Cimicifuga  errjoys  some  reputation  as  a remedy  in  acute 
anil  chronic  rheumatism;  it  often  is  of  use  in  cases  of  muscular 
rheumatism,  lumhago,  sciatica,  k.c„  and  has  bcerr  successfully 
used  as  a stimulating  expectorant  and  in  chorea.  The  drug 
in  this  country  had  fallen  in  estimation — the  writer  believes 
on  account  of  its  being  kept  too  long,  as  it  soon  deteriorates. 
Large  doses  cause  vomiting,  vertigo,  tremors,  exudation  from 
the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  and  a marked  diminution  in 
the  frcguencii  of  the  pulse.  Small  doses  act  as  a cardiac  tonic, 
like  digitalis,  while  larger  doses  appear  to  afEect  the  heart,  as 
hellebore  and  aconite  do. 

It  acts  almost  as  powerfully  on  the  uterus  as  ergot  does. 

Cinchona,  Cinchonine,  Cinchonidine,  and  Quinine- 

Cinchona  differs  from  its  alkaloids  in  possessing  (1)  decided 
astringent  qualities,  which  it  owes  to  the  amount  of  tannic  acid 
contained  in  it;  (2)  in  being  ranch  more  bulky — about  50 
times ; (3)  in  being  more  apt  to  cause  local  gastric  irritation  ; 
and  (4)  in  being  longer  in  the  stomach  and  canal  before 
absorption. 

'J'hc  results  of  experiments  outside  the  body  demonstrate 
quinine  to  possess  great  pow'cr  as  a destroyer  of  the  life  of 
minute  orr/ani.'ims.  Less  than  1 grain  dissolved  in  1 ounce  of 
water  will  cause  the  instant  death  of  active  infu.soriaand  fungi, 
and  douljlc  this  strength  prevents  or  checks  the  alcoholic  fer- 
mentation and  destroys  putrefactive  decomposition,  acting  as 
an  antiseptic,  like  carbolic  acid,  A lotion  of  3 grs.  to  1 oz. 
has  been  used  with  success  in  diphtherit ic  ophthalmia.  Its 
costliness,  however,  is  a liarricr  to  its  use  as  an  antisiqitic.  but 
the  powdered  bark  is  occasionally  aiiplied  iofoul  and  slngiii.th 
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sores  Avith  great  benefit,  its  astringent  properties  acting  the 
joart  of  a tonic,  whilst  the  alkaloid  checks  putrefactive  changes. 

Single  large  doses  of  quinine,  or  moderate  doses  of  2 to  5 
grs.,  frequently  repeated,  give  rise  to  a group  of  unpleasant 
symptoms,  called  “ cinchonism,”  viz. — ringing  noises  in  the 
ears,  or  deafness  more  or  less  complete,  partial  blindness, 
headache,  and  delirium,  udth  nausea  and  insomnia.  These 
effects,  Harley  believes,  are  produced  by  the  direct  action  of 
quinine  upon  the  nerve  vesicles,  and  they  exjjlain  how  “ its 
beneficial  influence  is  seen  in  those  cases  where  the  ner- 
vous system  is  unstrung — where,  from  sheer  debility  and 
relaxation  of  the  nerve  vesicles,  the  nerve  currents  are  jai'- 
ring  and  painful.”  Other  observers  (amongst  whom  is  Binz) 
believe  that  cinchonism  depends  upon  anfemia  of  the  brain, 
while  it  has  been  asserted  that  congestion  of  this  organ  has  to 
ansAver  for  the  symptoms.  Lai’ge  doses  frequently  repeated 
cause  an  intensification  of  all  these  symptoms,  with  giddiness, 
dilated  pupils,  embarrassed  respiration,  convulsions,  paralysis, 
stupor,  and  collapse.  There  is  diminution  of  blood  pressure 
from  AA’^eakness  of  the  heart  and  paralysis  of  the  vaso-motor 
centre,  loss  of  reflex  action  from  its  effect  npon  the  cord,  tissue 
change  and  oxidation  are  lessened,  and  the  respiratory  centre 
becomes  paralysed. 

Ip  febrile  conditions  larger  doses  are  tolerated  AA-ithout  caus- 
ing unjrleasant  effects.  In  Germany  the  suljAhate  of  quinine 
is  administered  in  fevers  in  40  gr.  doses,  and  seldom  are  any 
evil  effects  noticed.  As  much  as  1 oz.  has  been  taken  without 
any  serious  results. 

In  small  doses,  quinine  may  be  taken  as  the  t_Aq)e  of  a tonic, 
increasing  at  first  the  activity  of  the  process  of  secretion  in 
the  stomach,  but  after  a time  checking  it ; and  if  continued 
too  long,  or  if  the  dose  be  increased,  the  digestion  and  appetite 
become  somevA'hat  impaired,  and  an  irritated  condition  of  the 
gastric  mucous  membrane  results  till  the  drug  ceases  to  be 
administered. 

Small  doses  have  no  effect  on  the  pulse ; moderately  lai'ge 
doses  (10  to  20  grs.)  increase  the  number  of  pulsations,  AA'hilst 
slightly  diminishing  their  poAA-er  ; and  very  large  doses  (40  to 
80  grs.)  cause  cardiac  depression,  Avith  great  fall  in  the  number 
of  pulsations  and  in  the  tension. 

In  health,  quinine  ai)]icars  (short  of  serious  doses)  to  possess 
no  influence  over  the  body  he.at.  In  disease,  hoAA’cver,  full 
doses  of  the  drug  cause  a steady  diminution  in  the  tempera- 
ture Avhen  tliis  is  consider.ably  above  the  normal  standairi. 

Thus  quinine  ranks  as  an  anti-pyretic,  and  various  ideas 
prevail  as  to  how  it  acts  in  these  febrile  affections.  Its  iufiu- 
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ence  over  the  circulation  does  not  account  for  it,  and  it  is  not 
probable  that  it  exercises  its  beneficial  effects  solely  by  its 

direct  action  on  the  nervous  system.  . ^ ,,  , 

Professor  Binz  believes  that  quinine  in  febrile  diseases  acts 
by  directly  combating  the  efficient  cause  of  the  disorder,  and 
by  checking  the  abnormal  metabolism  going  on  in  the  body, 
the  nervous  system  taking  no  part,  or  only  a secondary  part 
in  the  operation.”  It  is  possible  that  quinine  prevents  the 
o-rowth  of  the  lower  organisms  like  ferments,  which  have  been 
found  to  exist  in  the  blood,  and  which  many  believe  are  the 
du'ect  cause  of  the  febrile  condition.  To  do  so  outside  the 
body  would  require  contact  with  a solution  of  sulphate  ot 
quinine  of  the  strength  of  at  least  1 in  900;  and  after,  say  half 
a dram  of  this  drug  was  administered,  assuming  it  all  to  be 
absorbed  and  retained  in  the  blood,  a solution  of  not  moie 
than  j this  strength  would  be  operating  upon  them.  Though 
this  of  itself  would  appear  by  direct  experiment  to  be  unequal 
to  the  task  of  destroying  protophytes,  it  might  be  much  more 
than  enough  for  the  destruction  of  organisms  living  in  a vital 
fluid,  which  is  itself  antagonistic  and  unfavourable  to  their 
6xist6ric6. 

Quinine  has  been  proved  to  possess  a peculiar  power  over 
the  movements  of  the  white  corpuscles  of  the  blood,  and  it  is 
supposed  in  this  way  to  reduce  the  size  of  Ihe  spleen  in  ague, 
and  check  inflammations  in  their  first  stage.  (It  is  by  no 
means  clear  that  quinine  does  reduce  the  enlarged  spleen.) 

The  red  corpuscles  are  Increased  in  size,  but  are  prevented 
from  exercising  their  oxygen-carrying  functions  by  large  doses 
of  this  drug,  and  increase  is  observed  in  the  quantity  of  nitro- 
gen in  the  urine  in  fevers. 

Large  doses  (20  grs.)  cause  unmistakable  contraction  of  the 


gravid  uterus. 

It  is  in  the  treatment  of  inferni  if  tent  fever  that  quininois  so 
valuable,  for  not  only  will  it  raiiidly  cure  the  disease,  but  it 
also  affords  protection  to  those  licaltiiy  subjects  exposed  to  I he 
malarial  poison.  Its  action  here  has  been  long  believed  to 
depend  upon  its  destructive  power  over  the  minute  organisms, 
which  there  is  fair  reason  to  believe  are  the  cause  of  ai/nr,  aiul 
which  have  been  found  in  the  blood  and  tissues  of  the  subjects 


of  malarial  i)oisoning. 

In  the  milder  forms  of  iti/iie  the  best  method  of  administering 
quinine  is  to  give  it  in  small  doses  foui-  or  live  limes  a day,  but 
in  malignant  attacks  it  must  be  jiushcd  in  barge  doses.  Some 
give  10  to  20  grs.  one  hour  before  the  fit,  but  half  this  quantity 
may  be  regularly  given  every  si.x  hours  in  l)ad  casils.  Bartholow 
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believes  the  best  rule  is  to  give  10  grs.  during  the  sweating  stage, 
and  repeat  it  five  hours  before  the  next  paroxysm. 

The  use  of  the  drug  should  be  continued  for  a time  after 
the  disappearance  of  symptoms,  and  if  the  stomach  will  not 
tolerate  it,  it  may  be  given  by  the  rectum  or  injected  under 
the  skin  with  the  ordinary  hypodermic  syi'inge,  a solution 
in  ether  affording  the  most  elegant  and  harmless  form  for 
injection. 

In  remittent  fever  quinine  may  be  given  in  moderate  doses 
during  the  remis.sion,  but  it  is  advisable  to  give  one  full  dose 
(10  to  15  grs.)  at  once  without  waiting  for  the  remission. 

Besides  its  use  as  an  anti-pyretic  remedy  in  typhoid,  typlnis, 
variola,  ipicumonia,  and  acute  rheumatism,  it  has  been  em- 
ployed with  marked  benefit  in  various  septic,  states,  and  in 
pymmia  and  all  exhausting  suppurative  conditions.  The 
theory  that  it  acts  beneficially  in  disease  by  destroying  minute 
organisms  has  led  to  its  advocacy  in  whooping-cough,  inter- 
mittent lioimatur  ia,  hay  fever,  &c. 

Quinine  has  been  proved  to  be  valuable  in  various  forms  of 
neuralgia,  especially  in  those  with  well-marked  periodic  exa- 
cerbations of  pain,  and  in  the  ancemic,  and  in  those  suffering 
from  prolonged  worry  aud  mental  overwork.  It  should  be 
given  in  6 -to  10  gr.  doses,  at  bed-time,  with  a full  opiate. 

It  has  been  recommended  in  chronic  smppurative  bronchitis, 
but  the  writer  has  found  it  often  to  increase  the  difficulty  in 
coughing  up  the  expectoration ; intelligent  patients  complain 
of  this,  no  matter  how  the  drug  is  disguised.  It  is  probable 
that  it  exercises  some  toxic  effect  upon  the  cilia  in  these  cases, 
which  necessitates  the  respiratory  muscles  and  bronchial  tubes 
discharging  the  duty  often  silently  i^erformed  by  the  cilia  ; at 
the  same  time  the  secretion  is  diminished  in  amount  and 
increased  in  viscidity,  but  not  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  distress  often  following  its  use. 

The  greater  part  of  the  quinine  administered  passes  out  of 
the  body  in  the  urine,  the  elimination  lasting  several  days ; 
some  probably  remains  in  the  system ; traces  of  the  alkaloid 
have  been  fouml  in  the  secretions  of  the  skin,  salivary  glands, 
and  intestines.  Iodide  of  potassium  solution  holding  free 
iodine  affords  an  easy  methotl  of  showing  its  jircsence  in  the 
urine  by  causing  a brown  precipitate,  the  reaction  may  be 
demonstrated  within  40  minutes  after  the  quinine  has  been 
swallowed.  It  has  been  fancied  that  this  drug  produces  many 
C)f  its  almost  magical  effects  by  acting  as  a restorative,  and 
supplying  to  the  blood  some  substance  identical  with  one  which 
is  believed  to  form  a natural  component  of  the  body,  and  upon 
the  absence  of  which  the  disease  is  supposed  to  depend. 
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Cinchonine  and  Cinchonidine  appear  to  act  very  much  in 
the  same  way  as  quinine,  but  not  so  powerfully;  they  depress 
the  heart  more  than  quinine  does. 

The  decoction  of  bark  is  an  inelegant  and  unstable  prepara- 
tion, though,  perhaps,  the  favourite.  The  infusion  is  by  far 
the  best  form  in  which  to  atlminister  cinchona  elegantly  and 
cheaply.  It  contains  a higher  percentage  of  alkaloids  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  bark  used.  The  ne7V  official  liquid 
extract  is  a great  improvement  upon  the  older  preparation. 
Its  use  has  been  laudeil  in  dij)Soma?iia. 

The  tincture  of  barh,  in  tea-spoonful  doses,  is  a very  proper 
way  in  which  to  order  cinchona. 

Quinine  may  be  given  in  powder,  pill,  mixture,  or  solution. 
When  a large  dose  (say  10  to  20  grs.)  is  to  be  given,  by  far  the 
best  way  is  for  the  physician  to  order  it  to  be  taken  in  wafer- 
paper  ; 20  grs.  may  be  folded  up  in  a disc  of  moistened  wafer- 
paper,  and  swallowed  like  a spoonful  of  soft  food,  without  the 
least  inconvenience. 

It  is  not  necessary,  as  is  often  supposed,  to  order  quinine  in 
solution  ; the  acid  of  the  gastric  juice  causes  it  to  be  speedily 
dissolved  and  admitted  into  the  blood ; and  the  following 
agreeable,  though  not  very  attractive,  formula  may  be  used, 
and  will  not  be  found  so  bitter  as  a solution  of  the  alkaloid  : — 


Honey  and  tannin  cover  the  taste  of  this  drug. 
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The  tincture  of  quinine,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  is  an  agreeable 
and  effective  way  to  administer  small  quantities. 

The  combination  of  bark  with  a mineral  acid  cannot  be  more 
effectively  produced  than  in  the  following  excellent  tonic ; — 


5iv. 

aMJlo-n..  3iv. 

i.  ^-x:kU'cQ.tAJlx>~  cJ-Q-o-^. 


Cinnamomum  is  a warm  aromatic,  acting  as  a true 
stomachic  by  a gentle  stimulating  action  on  the  gastric  mem- 
brane, increasing  its  secretion  and  assisting  digestion ; hence 
its  use  as  a condiment.  It  contains  a small  quantity  of  astrin- 
gent principle,  which  renders  it  more  useful  in  diarrlicea  than 
a mere  flavouring  ingredient,  and  by  some  it  is  even  thought 
to  be  of  use  in  jmlmonary  li(pmorrliage.  It  also  contains  some 
principle  grateful  to  the  stomach,  which  often  assists  it  in 
overcoming  na'iiseci,  or  even  sea-sicltness.  The  essential  oil  is  a 
stimulant,  and  4 minim  doses  will  relieve  faUdent  distention, 
and  a smaller  quantity  corrects  the  grijnng  of  jnirgatives. 

Coca  and  Cocaine— Physiologically  stuched  by  Kiemann, 
Schroff,  Freud,  Hughes  Rennet,  and  others,  but  recently  intro- 
duced into  medicine  as  a Local  Anfcsthetic  by  Koller,  has 
speedily  established  itself  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  remedies 
in  the  Materia  Medica. 

The  action  of  coca  leaves,  or  their  alkaloid,  when  taken  in- 
ternally in  small  quantity,  is  stimulating  like  caffeine,  brighten- 
ing the  intellectual  faculties,  lessening  fatigue,  quickening  the 
pulse,  and  acting  as  a general  tonic.  In  larger  doses  a group 
of  symptoms  like  cinchonism  is  seen,  with  loss  of  mental  con- 
trolling power,  giddiness,  and  unsteady  gait.  In  larger  doses 
the  hemispheres,  medulla,  and  cord,  at  first  stimulated,  are 
weakened  and  finally  paralysed.  The  sensory  eolumns  of  the 
cord  suffering,  whilst  the  motor  escape,  the  blood  pressure 
falls,  the  temperature  rises,  and  death  results  from  paralysis  of 
the  respiration. 

The  recent  experiments  of  Tumas  show  that  rf/reef  appli- 
cation of  cocaine  to  the  p.sychomotor  centres  of  the  dog  in- 
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variably  produced  a fall  of  their  excitability,  and  when  painted 
over  the  cerebral  cortex  prevented  epileptic  fits ; the  dura 
mater  was  rendered  insensible  in  a similar  way.  Large  doses 
produced  convulsions  from  irritation  of  the  medulla. 

A few  drops  of  a 4 per  cent,  solution  of  the  alkaloid  applied 
to  the  eye  in  a few  minutes  deprive  the  conjunctiva  of  all  sen- 
sibility, so  that  squint,  cataract,  iridectomy,  and  even  the 
operation  of  removing  the  eyeball  can  be  painlessly  performed; 
the  range  of  accomodation  is  shortened  and  the  pupil  dilates. 

The  same  remarkable  anajsthetic  effect  is  produced  when 
applied  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  mouth,  palate, 
pharynx,  larynx,  vagina,  os  uteri,  anus,  and  rectum.  Though 
less  than  ten  months  have  elapsed  since  its  effect  upon  the 
conjunctiva  was  discovered,  a large  volume  might  be  filled 
with  the  details  of  minor  operations  performed  under  its  be- 
numbing influence.  Solutions  of  various  strengths  have  been 
used,  4 per  cent,  for  the  eye  and  20  per  cent,  for  the  nose, 
mouth,  and  larynx ; and  gr.  injected  into  the  neighbourhood 
of  buboes,  inflamed  bursa3,  small  tumours,  abscesses,  &c., 
permits  them  to  be  painlessly  dealt  with.  Murrell  has  obtained 
good  results  by  an  inunction  of  20  per  cent,  in  oil  of  cloves 
over  the  course  of  nem-algic  nerves.  Dr.  L.  Owen  by  mixing 
an  8 per  cent,  solution  with  the  official  atropine  solution  obtains 
an  effective  remedy  for  all  painful  and  inflamed  conditions 
of  the  conjunctiva  and  cornea,  and  Dr.  Bradford,  of  Boston, 
finds  by  adding  ^ gr.  of  pilocarpine  to  1 dr.  of  a 4 per  cent, 
solution  of  cocaine  that  all  the  anaesthetic  effect  is  produced 
without  affecting  in  the  slightest  degree  the  accommodation. 

For  hay  fever,  pruritus  of  the  anus  and  labia,  vayinismus, 
flssure  and  ulcer  of  the  anus,  its  use  has  been  followed  by  re- 
lief, and  it  promises  well  in  aural  practice  also. 

The  way  in  which  cocaine  acts  in  dilating  the  pupil  cannot 
be  yet  regarded  as  demonstratcil,  though  it  is  probable  that  it 
acts  by  irritating  the  endings  of  the  cervical  sj-mpathctic  dis- 
tributed to  the  dilator  muscle,  as  m.aintaincd  by  Jessop.  Snell 
has  observed  the  interesting  fact  that  a pupil  dilated  by  cocaine 
contracts  under  the  administration  of  ether  and  chloroform, 
which  proves  that  it  acts  in  a w.ay  different  from  atropine, 
who.se  mydriatic  effect  is  not  influenced  by  these  .anesthetics. 
Cocaine  is  antagonistic  to  mor])hinc,  and  its  internal  use  is  ad- 
vocated in  the  tre.atment  of  opium  eatiny.  The  liquid  extract 
of  the  leaves  is  a valuable  tonic  slimulant  and  restorative  in 
various  forms  of  nerve  exhaustion. 

Coccus — The  cochineal  insect  and  its  preparations  arc 
simi>ly  colouring  agents,  there  being  no  reason  to  think  that 
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tincture  of  cocliineal  lias  any  effect  whatever  in  whooping - 
cough  or  other  spasmodic  affections.  Its  beautiful  carmine 
colour  is  turned  purple  by  alkalies. 

Codeina — This  opium  alkaloid  possesses  feeble  narcotic 
powers,  and  may  be  taken  in  doses  of  10  gi-ains  without  pro- 
ducing sleep.  Brunton  found  that  it  expended  its  force  upon 
the  nerves  of  the  viscera,  whose  irritability  it  lessened  to  such 
an  extent  “ that  after  its  administration,  irritant  poisons  like 
arsenic  produced  neither  vomiting  nor  pm’ging.”  It  increases 
the  irritability  of  the  cerebral  motor  centres.  Ovdng  to  its 
power  over  the  visceral  nerves  it  has  been  found  very  useful  in 
soothing  the  cough  of  gjJithisis,  and  in  lessening  materially  the 
amount  of  sugar  in  the  urine  in  diabetes  in  those  cases  where, 
as  Bernard  pointed  out,  the  glycosuria  was  depending  upon 
some  peripheral  irritation  of  the  vagus. 

It  has  been  given  with  advantage  in  sleeplessness  caused  by 
pain  in  some  peripheral  regions,  and  in  nausea,  where  2 to  4 
grains  may  be  given  every  4 or  G hours  till  sleep  is  produced. 

Colchicum  in  small  doses  is  absorbed,  and  by  the  blood  is 
supplied  to  the  different  glands  in  connection  with  the  gastro- 
intestinal canal,  which  it  excites  to  increased  activity,  and 
these  effects  are  produced  either  by  its  introduction  under  the 
skin  or  into  the  stomach  ; the  gastric  juice  and  pharyngeal 
mucus  are  increased,  and  the  bile  augmented  (its  salts  being 
more  plentiful),  and  marked  increase  in  the  intestinal  fluid 
occurs.  In  large  doses,  vomiting,  purging,  tenesmus,  and  in- 
flammation result,  and  death  occurs  from  irritant  poisoning — 
the  sensory  nerves  being  paralysed,  while  the  motor  nerves 
are  but  very  slightly  if  at  all  weakened. 

As  a diuretic  its  action  is  most  uncertain,  and  as  a purgative 
its  effects  are  too  severe.  Well-mai'ked  sedative  influence  on 
the  heart  and  general  circulation  follow  its  administration, 
though  this  is  largely  reflex. 

It  is  as  a remedy  for  gotit  that  colchicum  is  used  in  medicine, 
and  often  very  wonderful  effects  follow  its  administration,  pain 
subsiding  promptly,  swelling  disappearing,  and  the  attack  often 
vanishing  after  one  or  two  doses.  Some,  however,  believe  that 
it  is  in  no  way  curative,  the  relief  being  dearly  bought,  the 
pain  returning  with  greater  severity. 

How  it  acts  in  these  cases  of  acute  gout  it  is  not,  in  our  pre- 
sent knowledge,  possible  to  aTiswer  ; but  we  know  it  is  not  by 
c.xerting  its  jjurgative  or  quo.stiouablo  diuretic  properties,  since 
its  good  effects  are  constantly  seen  without  cither  catharsis  or 
diuresis  being  produced,  though  it  acts  better  in  conjunction 
with  purgatives. 
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Paris  noticed  that  alkalies  softened  its  action,  while  acids 
rendered  the  drug  more  irritating. 

Magnesia  makes  a favourite  corrective.  The  wine  of  col- 
chicum  is  the  best  preparation  for  ordinary  administration. 

It  has  been  advocated  in  all  the  protean  forms  of  gout,^  or  in 
almost  every  disease  occurring  in  gouty  persons.  l.o  minims  of 
the  wine  may  be  given  every  6 hours.  The  same  plan  may  be 
adopted  in  the  acute  variety  of  the  disease,  though  it  is  bettp 
to  give  a full  dose — say  1 dram — of  the  wine,  and  repeat  it  in 
two,  three,  or  four  hours  while  pain  lasts.  In  acute  rheuma- 
tism its  utility  is  very  doubtful. 

Colchicum,  from  its  stimulating  action  upon  the  liver,  may 
be  given  advantageously  with  other  ‘purgatives,  and  the  ad- 
dition of  a few  grains  of  blue  pill  and  colocynth  make  a very 
valuable  purgative  for  gouty  patients. 

The  following  is  a modification  of  Scudamore’s  white 
mixture  : — 


fl.  5vj. 


Collodium  and  Collodium  Flexile  are  only  intended  as 
external  applications.  When  a little  is  brushed  or  dropped 
upon  the  skin  the  ether  cva]iorates,  leaving  behind  a thin  film 
impervious  to  moisture.  This  contracts  as  it  becomes  more 
solid,  until  it  puckers  up  the  surrounding  skin,  and,  by  its 
pressure,  partly  empties  the  vessels  of  the  part.  It  is  gene- 
rally used  as  a protective  coating  for  fresh  loounds,  excluding 
air  and  all  external  sources  of  ii-ritation,  putting  the  wound 
almost  in  the  same  condition  as  an  internal  part,  thus  hasten- 
ing repair.  It  is,  however,  used  for  its  contractile  properties 
sometimes,  .as  in  the  treatment  of  small  nrevi,  port-wine  mai'hs, 
entropion,  &c.,  where  it  both  diminishes  the  blood  in  the  cuta- 
neous vessels  and  gives  firm  suiiport.  Ur.  Mclveowu  uses  it 
with  advantage  in  relaxed  membrnna  tijinpani. 

It  is  found  that  a l.aycr  of  Collodion  i)osscsscs  electrical 
properties,  and  thus  affords  a method  of  producing  feeble  dosc§ 


374 


THERAPEUTICS. 


Colocynth. 


of  static  electricity — the  film  is  negatively  charged  as  soon  as 
it  dries,  and  it  has  been  used  to  relieve  lienu-anastliesia. 

The  flexile  collodion  does  not  contraet  so  much  as  the  other, 
but  is  much  less  liable  to  crack  with  the  movements  of  the 
skin.  It  is  an  excellent  applieation  to  eryeijJelatous  surfaces. 
Corrigan  recommended  it  as  a remedy  for  nocturnal  inconti- 
nence of  urine,  painted  over  the  child’s  prepuce  at  bed-time ; 
and  it  has  been  successfully  used  to  cover  the  face  in  small-pox 
to  prevent  pitting,  and  as  an  application  to  fissured  nipples. 
Nowhere,  however,  are  its  good  effects  so  strikingly  seen  as  in 
the  treatment  of  scalp  wounds — incised,  lacerated,  and  contused 
— as  it  dries,  by  its  contractility,  it  draws  the  edges  of  the  wound 
together,  prevents  the  admission  of  air,  and  does  away  wnth 
the  necessity  of  a bandage.  Collodion  has  been  recommended 
as  an  application  to  sprains,  and  appears  to  prove  a useful  treat- 
ment, especially  where  the  sprain  is  complicated  uuth  an  open 
wound.  It  may  be  used  to  paint  over  the  painful  joints  in 
rheumatism.  The  vesicating  collodion  is  an  elegant  and 
effective  preparation  whereby  the  blistering  properties  of  can- 
tharides  may  be  utilized. 

Colocynthis  is  an  active  purgative,  causing  copiorrs  watery 
motions,  whether  swallowed  or  injected ; it  enters  the  blood, 
from  which  it  is  eliminated  by  the  intestinal  glands,  which  it 
stimulates,  increasing  their  secretion,  and  hastening  the  ver- 
micular contractions  of  the  bowel,  making  them  painful  and 
irregular.  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  a violent  irritant  to  the 
canal,  and  may  excite  fatal  inflammation  or  disturb  the  func- 
tions of  the  abdominal  organs  by  reflex  action,  and  thus  produce 
abortion,  &c.  It  is  seldom  given  alone,  on  account  of  its  dr-astic 
properties,  but  is  a valuable  addition  to  aloes  and  scammony. 

Extract  of  hyoscyamus  greatly  relieves  the  griping  caused 
by  colocynth,  without  detracting  from  its  purgative  properties. 
The  compound  pill  is  a valuable  purgative  in  constipation  of 
long  standing.  It  acts  like  aloes  on  the  eolon  and  (in  full 
doses)  on  the  liver,  and  it  is  feebly  diuretic. 
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Conium— The  effects  of  this  cli'ug  have  been  carefully 
studied,  and  the  researches  of  Fraser  demonstrate  that  the 
discrepancies  in  the  results  of  the  various  observers  are  owing 
to  the  presence  of  methyl  compounds  of  coniine  in  the  different 
preparations  experimented  with. 

Hemlock  has  no  action  upon  the  intellectual  faculties,  the 
physiological  effects  begin  to  show  themselves  within  half  an 
hour  after  swallowing  half  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  of  the  succus. 
Vision  becomes  a little  affected  by  a paralysing  influence  on 
the  third  nerve,  which  causes  slight  drooping  of  the  lid,  slight 
dilatation  of  the  pupil,  and  impaired  movement  of  the  eyeball, 
followed  soon  by  general  diminished  motor  power,  as  is  seen 
in  a weai-ied,  unsteady  gait.  If  a larger  dose  be  now  admin- 
istered, the  diminution  of  motor  power  is  intensified,  and  the 
patient  is  unable  to  move,  the  knees  bend  on  standing,  the 
pupn  becomes  more  markedly  dilated  (though  it  is  never 
widely  so),  and  vision  gets  more  confused. 

Still  larger  doses  being  given,  complete  paralysis  of  the 
extremities  of  the  motor  nerve  trunks  ensues,  swallowing  and 
phonation  become  impossible,  and  finally  death  occurs  from 
asphyxia  thi-ough  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  apparatus. 

Hemlock  has  been  used  in  mania,  chorea,  and  j>a?-ali/sis 
agitans,  its  value  depending  on  its  depressing  influence  over 
the  extremities  of  the  nerves  distributed  to  the  restless 
muscles.  In  it  is  also  serviceable ; ixi  tetanus 

its  value  is  doubtful. 

In  spasmodic  affections,  like  laryngismus  and  convulsions 
occurring  during  dentition,  hemlock  may  be  advantageously 
given,  but  it  must  be  administered  very  freely.  The  only 
reliable  preparation  is  the  succus,  which  should  be  given  in 
doses  of  2 to  6 drams  every  three  or  4 hours,  and  little  benefit 
may  be  expected  till  the  physiological  effects  of  the  drug  are 
noticeable — a slight  disturbance  of  vision  and  gait.  Ringer 
gave  7 drams  hourly  to  a choreic  child ; and  children  can 
bear  large  doses  wmll,  as  a rule.  A child  one  year  old  should 
get  more  conium  in  proportion  than  an  adult ; 10  minims  to 
begin  with  is  a maximum  dose  of  the  succus.  It  should,  how- 
ever, be  rapidly  increased,  watching  the  effects.  When  any 
difficulty  of  swallowing  is  observed,  the  use  of  the  drug  should 
be  suspended. 

Hemlock  sometimes  helps  the  absorption  of  e fused  injlam- 
inatory  products  ; and  formerly  it  was  classed  on  this  account 
as  a solvent,  deohstruent,  or  ahsorhent,  and  it  probably  pos- 
sesses some  power  through  its  influence  on  the  nervous  system. 

Externally,  hemlock  is  supposed  to  act  as  a sedative  by 
paralysing  the  sensory  nerve  endings,  hence  the  official  cata- 
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plasm.  It  is,  however,  very  doubtful  that  the  di’ug  possesses 
auy  local  anmsthetic  action.  The  official  inhalation  has  been 
praised  as  a local  remedy  in  irritable  conditions  of  the  larynx, 
hruncliial  holes,  and  trachea,  and  has  been  used  to  soothe  the 
pain  in  tubercular  laryngitis,  to  quiet  the  cough  in  various 
forms  of  pulmonary  disease,  and  in  asthma,  yjerhissis,  &c.  Its 
efficacy  is  very  doubtful. 

Copaiba. — After  reaching  the  stomach,  copaiba  acts  as  a 
mild  irritant  to  the  mucous  membrane,  and  in  large  doses 
excites  nausea,  vomiting,  gi-iping,  purging,  and  sometimes 
strangury,  with  bloody  urine.  It  seems  to  act  on  mucous 
membranes  only,  and  it  is  mainly  for  its  effect  upon  the  lining 
of  the  urinary  tract,  especially  its  urethral  part,  that  it  is  used 
in  medicine. 

Given  in  gonorrhwa,  it  at  fii’st  slightly  increases  the  flow, 
and  afterwards  controls  it.  It  would  almost  seem  that  it  acts 
by  destroying  the  specific  poison  which  causes  the  inflammation. 
It  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys  as  glycuronic  acid,  which  gives 
a precipitate  with  nitric  acid,  which  is  soluble  by  heat ; and 
it  is  eliminated  also  by  the  bronchial  membrane  and  skin — all 
of  which  excretory  organs  are  stimulated  by  it.  It  increases 
the  watery  element  in  the  mine,  and  is  used  sometimes  as  a 
diuretic  in  dropsies  of  hepatic  origin. 

That  it  acts  by  direct  contact  in  gonorrhoea  and  gleet 
is  probable,  because  the  writer  has  found  great  benefit  from 
injecting  it  into  the  bladder  in  inveterate  cystitis  in  the  female. 
He  dilutes  it  with  its  own  bulk  of  warm  castor  oil,  and  injects 
1 oz.  of  it,  allowing  it  to  remain  until  expelled.  In  acute  in- 
flammations of  the  bladder  or  urethra,  copaiba  often  aggra- 
vates if  given  too  early.  If  warm  water  injections  be  used  for 
two  or  three  days  at  fh’st,  copaiba  will  be  found  more  effective 
afterwards.  It  should  not  be  given  in  larger  doses  than  30 
minims,  and  often  this  dose  upsets  the  stomach. 

In  chronic  bronchitis  with  profuse  expectoration,  copaiba 
often  acts  splendidly,  and  will  be  found  in  such  cases  the  most 
reliable  of  the  oleo-resins.  It  is  occasionally  used  in  leucor- 
rheea,  and  has  been  known  to  remove  ywwm.?/.?,  which  resisted 
all  remedies.  It  should  be  remembered  that  its  administration 
sometimes  brings  out  a profuse  rash  not  unlike  measles,  or 
urticaria,  and  this  probably  gives  some  explanation  of  its  use 
in  psoriasis,  acting  as  a stimulant  to  the  skin.  It  may  be  given 
alone,  in  water,  or  in  the  form  of  an  emulsion  with  mucilage, 
egg,  or  liquor  potassre,  or  in  a gelatine  capsule,  or  in  a paste 
or  pill  with  enough  carbonate  of  magnesium  to  give  the  required 
consistency,  and  flavoured  Avith  oil  of  cloves  or  peppermint. 

By  far  the  best  form  to  prescribe  copaiba  will  be  seen  in 
the  recipe  for  the  paste  under  Cubebs. 
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Conandmm. — An  aromatic  carminative,  identical  in  its 
effects  with  Anethum  and  Anisum  (under  which  heads  its 
action  is  explained).  4 minims  of  the  oil  may  be  driven  on 
sugar,  for  colic.  ' ° 

Creasotum  possesses  many  properties  in  common  ivith  Acid 
Carbolic,  (which  see).  It  is  speedily  absorbed  on  entering  the 
stomach,  and  does  not  undergo  any  marked  change  in  the 
^ eliminated  by  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane 

which  it  stimulates,  thus  becoming  a valuable  expectorant’ 
especially  if  there  be  any  fetor  of  the  secretion.  In  full 
doses  it  is  most  valuable  as  an  expectorant  in  chronic 
^asiUir  carity,  Tio  otlmr  remedy  appears  to  equal  its  efficacy 
in  this  intractable  affection.  It  also  pas.ses  off  in  the  m-iiie 
and  IS  behoved  by  some  to  be  diuretic,  though  this  action,  is 
only  to  be  relied  upon  in  doses  which  are  bordering  upon  dan- 
prous.  In  very  large  doses,  it  is  a violent  irritant  iioison 
resembling  carbo  ic  acid,  only  it  does  not  produce  convulsion.’ 
and  does  not  render  the  blood  less  coagulable.  ’ 

Small  doses  have  a sedative  action  upon  the  terminal  nerve 
filaments  distributed  to  the  gastric  mucous  membrane  and 

vnwifiny,  whether  caused  by 
local  mischief  or  of  a reflex  character,  as  in  , S 

pregnancy.  2 or  3 minims  frcciuciitly  .arrest  fernwntativc  ina 
imticfactivc  chanycn  m the  .stomach,  for  creasote,  like  carbolic 
acid  IS  a powerful  antiseptic.  It  m.ay  be  given  in  pill  or  in  a 
mixture,  and  It  i.s  to  be  remembered  that  it  cxploilcs  when 
combined  'vi  h oxide  of  silver  in  the  pilular  form  unless  i s 
previously  diluted  with  some  inert  powder.  (Paec  53  1 
ternally,  it  acts  like  c.arbolic  acid,  and  relieves  the  min  of  n,' 
cx]m.scd  dental  nerve  effectually;  and  in  the  form  of  the  oint 
ment  it  is  useful  in  vlccr.s  and  the  .scaly  .shin  affections  wliirc 
z 
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tar  is  indicated,  and  it  relieves  the  itch  of  eczema.  As  an 
inhalation  in  chronic  hroncliitis  and  gangrene  of  the  lung, 
creasote  is  beneficial. 


Greta  and  Greta  Praeparata  are  mild  antacid  remedies, 
useful  where  we  wish  to  reach  the  intestinal  sm’face  with  an 
alkali.  (Their  action  is  explained  under  Calcium  Carbonate.) 
The  aromatic  powder  is  a valuable  remedy  in  the  diarrhoea  of 
childhood;  it  may  be  given  as  a powder  or  in  a mixture. 


( For  a Child  4 years  old.) 


o-eJL  cyU^nJU.Ai..  a- 


Crocus — Saffron  may  be  said  to  be  only  used  now  for  its 
colour  and  flavour.  It  was  much  esteemed  long  ago  as  an 
emmenagogue,  and  was  believed  to  possess  the  property  of  in- 
creasing the  rash  in  the  exanthemata, 

Croton  Chloral.  (See  Butyl  Chloral  Hydi-ate.) 
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its  application  to  the  skin  with  friction  as  are  observed  after 
swallondng  it.  In  lai’ge  doses  it  is  a violent  poison,  acting  as 
a local  ii'i'itant,  and  causing  inflammation  erf  the  digestive  tract, 
or  death  from  collapse.  Its  rapid  and  generally  certain  action 
renders  it  a valuable  purgative,  where  time  is  a consideration, 
as  in  head  injuries,  acute  mania,  delirium  tremens,  and  brain 
diseases,  and  in  very  obstinate  constipation,  when  we  are  sure 
the  lower  bowel  is  fi'eed  by  cnemata.  It  may  be  given  in  pill, 
1 minim  frequently  acting  as  an  eiBcient  cathartic  ; or  in 
apoplexy,  it  may  be  dropped  on  the  tongue,  when  power  to 
swallow  is  blunted  or  lost.  (This  is  not,  however,  to  be 
recommended.)  It  may,  in  such  a case,  be  rubbed  up  with 
about  6 grs.  of  sugar,  and  placed  on  the  root  of  the  tongue  ; it 
may  be  mixed  in  ordinary  cases  ^^dth  castor  oil. 

Externally,  croton  oil  is  a strong  uTitant  when  applied  to 
the  skin,  bringing  out  an  eruption,  at  first  papular,  but  soon 
passing  into  pustulation.  It  is  not,  however,  as  painful  a 
counter-irritant  as  might  be  expected.  The  linimentum 
crotonis  cannot  be  improved  upon  where  the  drug  is  indicated 
as  a rubefacient,  and  will  be  found  useful  as  an  external 
application  in  acute  bronchitis. 

The  local  application  of  croton  oil  to  ringiuorm  of  the  scalp 
has  been  successful  in  the  hands  of  some. 


<^Lcx.t.  viii.  i. 


CubBbai  rcsciubles  Copaiba  in  its  action,  and  i;)Osscssgs 

imillofinrr  » 1 4-y-vi..r>  4- : - n ..  I 


Stimulating  and  alterative  influence  over  the  genito-urinarv 

mucous  TTlGlTinT’n.no  nnfl  Tnr*fnt-VT  T4^r.  i->  t 


mucous  membrane  and  rectum.  Its  use  is  confined  to  the  emri  v 
stage  oi  yonorrhwa.  Made  into  a jiastc  with  copaiba,  and  a 
little  nitrate  of  potassium  added,  it  can  be  bolted  in  wafer 
paper  in  doses  the  size  of  a hazel-nut,  when  it  will  be  found  the 
best  routine  treatment  for  this  disease.  The  same  paste  w 1 
often  give  relief  in  bronchitis  with  profuse  expectoration,  w^i 
other  measures  fail ; and  it  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  nile.  if 
made  into  a paste  with  ylyccrine,  and  bolted  in  asimillr  way 

ihJ 
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puJliy..  po-ta.-:^U.  5ij. 

puAa^.  ^o-o-e^yiU,  5ss. 

<^.p—  ujt.  j-^LaJt. 

Cupri  Sulphas  given  in  small  doses  (|-  gr.)  acts  somewhat 
like  the  lead  and  silver  salts.  It  has  nervine  tonic  _ properties, 
and  has  been  given  in  epilepsy.  It  is  a strong  astringent,  and 
is  used  in  chronic  diarrhcea.  In  larger  doses  (5  to  10  grs.)  it 
is  a speedy  emetic,  acting  like  sulphate  of  zinc,  in  fonnidable 
2)oiso)iing  cases,  and  in  larger  doses  it  is  a powerful  irritant 
poison. 

Recently  copper  has  been  used  on  the  Continent  in  the  treat- 
ment of  en  teric  fever,  and,  it  is  alleged,  with  great  success. 

Externally,  it  is  a valuable  astringent,  appreciated  in  veteri- 
nary practice,  and  the  powder  dusted  over  sluggish  sores 
destroys  unhealthy  granulations,  and  it  is  a powerful  local 
stimulant.  3 gi’S.  to  1 oz.  water  make  a lotion  which  may  be 
applied  to  chancres  and  nicer s;  or  injected  into  the  urethra  in 
gleet;  or  into  the  vagina  in  lencorrhcca;  or  brushed  over  the 
lids  in  ophthalmia  tarsi. 

Its  prolonged  administration  stains  the  gums  or  teeth  with 
a blue  or  gi-een  line  like  that  seen  in  cases  of  lead-poisoning. 
it  is  eliminated  by  the  skin,  kidneys,  mucous  membrane  of  the 
gall  bladder,  stomach,  and  bowel,  and  may  be  found  for  a 
long  time  in  the  liver. 

Cupri  Nitras  is  one  of  the  additions  to  the  new  B.P., 
and  a valuable  addition  beyond  doubt.  It  is  only  used  exter- 
nally. Owing  to  its  deliquescent  properties  it  soon  becomes, 
upon  slight  exposure  to  the  air,  a styptic  caustic  liquid,  \\bicli 
in  the  hands  of  the  late  Sir  P.  Crampton  and  Prof.  Macnamara 
has  yielded  good  results  as  a caustic  to  syphilitic  ulcers  upon 
the  genitals,  mouth,  and  tongue.  It  differs  from  the  sulphate 
in  exciting  a stronger,  healthy,  or  alterative  action  in  the 
tissues  around  the  ulcer  after  its  destruction.  It  may  be  used 
in  dilute  solution  2 minims  of  the  liquid  to  1 oz.  watei  as  a 
detergent  lotion. 

Cusparia  is  a tonic  possessing  aromatic  and  febrifuge 
quSs.  In  large  doses  it  causes  vomiting  and  purging,  but 
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iu  medicinal  doses  (30  gi-s.  of  the  powder)  it  is  useful  in  the 
fevers  of  the  tropics,  and  in  the  dysentery  of  our  onui  country, 
though  it  is  almost  devoid  of  astringency.  Its  value  is  seen  in 
the  treatment  of  some  cases  of  intermittent  fever  where  cin- 
chona or  its  alkaloid  cannot  be  borne. 

CUSSO,  when  taken  in  large  doses,  sometimes  causes  both 
vomiting  and  purging.  Its  efficacy  in  medicine,  as  a remedy 
for  tcenia  solium  and  hothrioceplialus  does  not  depend  upon 
this  action,  for  iu  the  doses  usually  given  it  does  not  often 
purge,  but  kills  the  parasite  by  direct  contact. 

2 to  I drs.  of  CUSSO  infused  in  I oz.  of  boiling  water,  and 
swallowed  without  straining,  are  taken  for  one  dose  ; and, 
like  many  other  vermicides,  it  acts  more  certainly  if  given 
when  the  stomach  and  intestines  are  empty,  and  if  followed 
soon  after  by  a mild  purge  ; the  worm  is  expelled  dead,  and 
often  in  small  fragments. 

Digitalis  is  a tonic  and  stimulant  to  the  heart.  Small 
doses  lengthen  and  strengthen  the  ventricular  contractions, 
raise  the  blood  pressure  and  slow  the  pulse  by  stimulating  the 
vagus  roots,  and  the  peripheries  of  the  cardiac  nerves.  Moder- 
ately large  doses  increase  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  by  para- 
lysing the  vagus  roots,  the  blood  pressure  still  rising.  Larger 
doses  cause  irregularity  of  the  heart’s  action  and  pulse  by  their 
effect  upon  the  heart  itself,  and  if  the  doses  be  repeated  the 
blood  pressure  falls  and  the  heart  becomes  finally  paralysed, 
the  respiration  previously  having  been  also  weakened,  though 
the  motor  and  sensory  nerves,  cord  and  cerebrum  remain  un- 
affected. 

Brunton  asserts  that  the  main  cause  of  the  increased  blood 
pressure  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  action  of 
the  heart,  but  Ijy  the  contraction  of  the  arterioles  throughout 
the  body.  It  acts  as  a diuretic  mainly  by  raising  the  blood 
pressure  in  this  way ; its  diuretic  action  is,  however,  slight  in 
health  but  marked  in  heart  disease. 

Digitalis,  on  account  of  this  strengthening  action  on  the 
heart,  may  be  given  in  all  cases  of  weakened,  contraction  from 
valvular  disease  except  one.  It  acts  in  valvular  disease  by 
slowing  the  heart’s  movements,  so  that  the  overburdened  ven- 
tricle or  auricle  gets  longer  time  to  contract,  and  thus  more 
effectually  drives  the  blood  through  a narrowed  orifice.  In 
the  case  of  mitral  obstruction  the  time  (luring  which  the  blood 
flows  from  tlie  distended  auricle  into  the  ventricle  is  incrc.ascd, 
and  when  the  former  contracts  it  has  less  to  exi^cl,  .and  hence 
does  its  work  better.  The  exception  to  its  use  is  in  the  early 
stage  of  aortic  regurgitation,  where,  after  each  contraction  of 
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the  heart,  the  blood,  which  should  be  forced  along  the  aorta, 
finds  its  way  back  into  the  wearied  ventricle,  breaking  upon 
its  repose.  If  the  diastole  is  prolonged  by  the  digitalis,  the 
duration  of  this  backflow  is  increased,  the  mischief  is  aggra- 
vated, and  grave  danger  may  result.  Later  on,  however,  when 
the  pulmonary  circulation  is  affected,  and  through  it  the  right 
ventricle  becomes  implicated,  digitalis  may  afford  relief.  It 
should  not  be  given  in  extensive  atheromatous  disease  of  the 
vessels,  nor  when  there  is  much  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart 
muscle.  Ringer  points  out  that  “the  irregularity  of  the  pulse 
is  the  caintal  indication  of  the  necessity  of  giving  digitalis,” 
and  it  is  often  valuable  in  palpitation  and  mregular  action  of 
the  heart  not  depending  upon  valvular  disease. 

Sansom  says  : “ Digitalis  is  facile  princeps  of  drugs  in  the 
treatment  of  imperfect  compensation.  It  so  influences  the 
cardiac  ganglia  as  to  induce  a more  perfect  contraction  of  the 
ventricular  muscle,  and  hence  a more  complete  emptying  of 
the  ventricles ; whilst,  at  the  same  time,  by  an  action  on  the 
vaso-motor  centre,  it  causes  contraction  of  the  arterioles  and  a 
heightened  tension  in  the  arterial  system.  It  slows  the  heart 
by  lengthening  the  diastolic  pause  ; so  not  only  does  it  give 
rest  to  the  wearied  cardiac  muscle — but  as  this  muscle  is 
nourished  only  during  such  diastolic  pause  by  the  blood  which 
then  enters  through  the  coronaiy  arteries — it  directly  minis- 
ters to  its  nutrition.” 

It  has  been  highly  recommended  in  delirium  tremens  in 
half-ounce  doses  of  the  tincture,  where  its  sedative  effects 
(apparently  owing  to  changes  in  the  cerebral  circulation  from 
the  arterioles  being  diminished  in  calibre)  have  been  in  the 
hands  of  some  followed  by  good  results.  This  plan  will  not  be 
ado23ted  by  the  discreet  jfiiysician  until  all  others  fail,  especiallj' 
as  this  is  a disease  in  which  a sudden  wind-up  occurs  without 
warning.  It  sometimes  decidedly  reduces  the  temperature  in 
injlammatory  conditions,  and  as  an  anti-pyretic  is  still  occa- 
sionally used  on  the  Continent. 

Digitalis  has  been  recommended  in  internal  iKcmori'hages, 
because  of  its  contracting  influence  upon  the  arterioles,  but 
it  is  very  uncertain.  It  has  decided  jiower  in  causing  the 
contraction  of  the  uterine  muscular  tissue,  and  may  be  used  in 
menorrhagia. 

In  disease,  the  diuretic  effects  of  this  drug  are  often  astound- 
ing. Given  to  relieve  the  liidneys,  where  many  quarts,  or  even 
gallons,  of  fluid  are  shut  up  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  or  thorax, 
from  an  obstructed  cardiac  circulation,  it  has  been  seen  to  in- 
crease the  scanty  urine  from  several  ounces  to  as  many  pints 
in  twenty-four  hours.  In  these  cases  it  clearly  acts  by  striking 


Elaterin. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


383 


at  the  cause  of  the  dropsy,  through  its  power  of  raising  the 

blood  pressure  in  the  renal  glomeruli. 

After  the  disappearance  of  the  dropsy  it  has  \eiy  sliout 
power  of  increasing  the  amount  of  water  or  urea  eliminated. 

Dioitalis,  when  administered  for  some  time,  occasionally 
M-ithout  warning  and  with  alarmingrapidity  produces  symptoms 
of  poisoning  as  if  one  large  and  dangerous  dose  had  been 
taken.  This  is  spoken  of  as  the  cumulative  action  of  the 
druo-  and  it  arises  from  its  elimination  by  the  urine  being  re- 
tarded. When  the  blood  pressure  rises  very  high  the  excretion 
of  m'ine  stops  and  the  drug  consequently  accumulates  rapidly 
in  the  blood.  This  may  be  prevented  by  keeping  the  patient 
strictly  confined  to  the  recumbent  position,  watching  the  urine 
and  stopping  the  administration  when  this  secretion  becomes 

scanty.  . 

Externally,  an  infusion  applied  to  any  extensive  surtace  is 
readily  absorbed,  and  will  often  effectually  act  as  a diuretic, 
and  will  relieve  urgent  bronchial  sujfcvind  depending  upon 


llBcll’t  (.liSGHiSC* 

The  infusion  appears  to  be  the  best  preparation  where  the 
diuretic  action  of  the  drug  is  required,  and  the  tincture  where 
its  cardiac  tonic  effect  is  desired.  Brunton  explains  this  by 
the  different  solvent  effects  of  the  water  and  spirit  upon  the 
active  principles  contained  in  digitalis. 

The  following  pill  is  very  efficacious  in  cardiac  dropsy  : — 


( Guy's  or  Body's  Pill — modified.) 


cf.Lt 


Tinctures  of  digitalis  and  iron  go  well  together,  notwith- 
standing they  are  so-called  incompatiblcs;  the  iron  is  invaluable 
in  combating  the  anamiia  so  common  in  heart  affections. 

Elaterin,  Elaterium,  and  Ecballii  Fructus— The  latter 
is  only  used  to  prepare  elaterium,  from  which  the  active  prin- 
ciple elaterin  is  obtained,  which  is  the  mo.st  violent  ])urgativc 
known.  Belonging  to  the  hydragoguc  cla.“s,  it  produces  pro- 
fuse watery  evacuations  by  its  stimulating  and  irritating  action 
on  the  liver  and  intestinal  glands,  by  which  it  is  eliminated. 
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Externally,  it  is  a strong  irritant  when  applied  to  a moist 
surface. 

In  the  treatment  of  desperate  conditions — like  apoplexy,  &c. 
— grain  will  draw  off  as  much  water  and  serum  from' the 
blood  as  a copious  blood-letting.  The  grain  is  a good  average 
dose,  and,  owing  to  the  discharge  of  water  produced  by  it,  it  is 
useful  in  dropsies,  or  in  accumulation  of  fluid  from  any  cause, 
especially  where  the  kidneys  are  congested  or  fail  to  do  their 
oflice,  and  the  heart  is  not  too  weak.  Its  gi'eat  use  lies  in  its 
application  to  cases  of  formidable  and  stidden  anasarca, 
threatening  life  by  its  rapidity,  as  in  oedema  of  the  lung. 

6 grs.  of  the  compound  powdfer,  put  on  the  root  of  the  tongue 
and  washed  down  with  a sjDoonful  of  water,  should  purge  in  a 
few  hours. 

Brunton  states  that  it  requires  bile  to  be  present  for  its  pur- 
gative action,  and  that  if  iujected  under  the  skin  it  does  not 
purge  but  produces  dyspnoea  and  tetanus.  The  student  should 
note  the  dose  of  elaterin — gi'ain — while  elatei’ium  may  be 
given  in  10  times  this  quantity.  The  writer  has  found  elaterium 
to  fail  completely  in  almost  poisonous  doses  with  one  patient, 
when  a smaller  dose  of  the  same  sample  half  killed  another 
more  robust  patient. 

Elonii  is  a mild  stimulant  when  applied  externally,  causing 
feeble  inflammatory  action  in  the  skin.  The  ointment  may  be 
used  as  a dressing  for  indolent  and  sluggish  ulcers. 

Emplastra— The  plasters  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  are  chiefly 
used  for  their  physical  qualities  of  adhesiveness.  By  strapping 
so  that  a hold  can  be  obtained  on  the  surrounding  elastic 
tissues,  considerable  pressure  can  be  constantly  kept  up,  and 
in  this  way  infianimatory  products  may  be  absorbed,  especially 
if  of  syphilitic  origin,  the  ammoniacum  and  mercury,  or  the 
rnercury  plaster,  answering  this  end  well.  Pain  may  be  re- 
lieved by  the  belladonna  or  opium  plasters,  while  feeble 
counter-irritation  and  active  rubefaction  may  be  produced  by 
calefaciens  and  cantharides.  Adhesive  plaster  is  the  name 
given  to  the  resin  preparation. 

With  the  exception  of  cantharides,  all  the  plasters  promote 
the  absorption  of  superficial  inflammatory  deposits  by  pro- 
tecting the  part  from  variations  of  temperature.  By  checking 
evaporation  the  local  temperature  is  increased,  and  the  super- 
ficial part  jjartakes  somewhat  of  the  benefits  of  an  internal 
position,  and  glandular  and  lymphatic  action  become  altered 
in  some  way,  as  is  seen  in  the  resolution  of  chronically  in- 
/lamed  glands  sxxai  joints. 

Enemata.  (Sec  under  Aqua,  page  320.) 
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Erffota  owing  to  the  complex  nature  of  the  various  active 
prSciples’ contained  in  ergot  and  the  great  difficulties  in 
isolating  them,  experiments  conducted  with  them  have  lead  to 
confusing  and  contradictory  results.  The  introduction  of 
ercrotine  into  the  new  B.  P.  will  be  a decided  advantage  It 
hat  been  noticed  that  where  ergot  has  been  taken  for  any  time 
in  the  rye-bread  used  by  peasants,  gangrene  and  imralytic 
symptonift  have  supenrened,  though  these  are  rarely  seen  after 
the  prolonged  medicinal  use  of  the  drug.  Large  doses  of  eigot 
cause  vomiting  and  purging,  paralysis  of  the  sensoiy  neives, 
inco-ordination,  and  death  through  paralysis  of  the  respiratory 

In  moderately  large  doses  ergot  causes  contraction  of  the 
involuntary  muscular  fibre  throughout  the  body,  the  coats  of 
arteries  and  veins  diminish  rapidly  in  calibre,  and  the  vessels 
of  the  spinal  cord  are  more  especially  contracted ; there  is  a 
fall  in  arterial  pressure,  soon  followed  by  a marked  rise,  but 
this  rise  does  not  occur  in  poisonous  doses.  The  heart  is  little 
affected  by  moderate  doses,  though  the  pulse  falls  a little,  but 
the  uterus  is  powerfully  influenced,  and  the  arterial  tension 
being  raised  in  the  glomeruli  of  the  kidney,  ergot  acts  as  a 
diuretic,  and  at  the  same  time  assists  the  contraction  of  a 
weakened  bladder. 

Ergot  is  invaluable  in  internal  hcemorrliages,  20  minims  of 
the  liquid  extract  every  three  hours  relieving  hccinogitgsis  by 
constringing  the  small  vessels.  In  urgent  cases  the  same 
amount  may  be  injected  under  the  skin  every  fifteen  or  thirty 
minutes.  It  is  useful  in  all  hcemorrliages,  and  sometimes,  by 
acting  upon  the  muscular  walls  of  the  intestines,  it  stops  diar- 
rhwa.  The  hypodermic  injection  of  ergotiue  has  proved  effectual 
in  curing  a.iumrisnis  when  injected  into  the  tissue  surrounding 
the  sac,  and  in  the  same  way  it  diminishes  fibroid  tumours  of 
the  uterus,  and  it  has  been  recommended  in  gfxrpura  and  e.x- 
ccssive  sweating,  in  dysentery,  enlargement  of  the  sjdeen,  and 
congestion  of  the  spinal  cord. 

It  is,  however,  in  obstetric  practice  that  the  virtues  of  ergot 
are  appreciated.  P.y  acting  on  the  uterine  fibres  it  produces 
powerful  tetanic  contraction,  and  assists  to  expel  the  contents 
of  the  organ.  Ilalf-dram  doses  of  the  bruised  fungus,  infused 
for  ten  minutes  in  boiling  water  and  swallowed  without 
straining,  will  often  arouse  the  sluudrering  energies  of  the 
uterus  within  five  or  ten  minutes,  but  its  administration 
requires  discrimination  : thus,  it  should  not  be  given  if  there 
be  any  impediment  to  the  descent  of  the  head,  or  if  the  pains 
arc  already  good ; and  sometimes  it  exerts  its  toxic  effects 
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upon  the  child  by  the  pressure  of  its  tonic  action  on  the 
uterus. 

It  is  apt  to  cause  irregiilar  action  of  the  muscular  tissue,  and 
often  is  the  cause  of  retained  placenta.  It  seems  to  act  pro- 
portionately to  the  size  of  the  uterus.  In  the  early  months  of 
pregnancy  it  feeblj^  atfects  the  organ,  but  its  power  over  it  in- 
creases with  every  month  of  gestation.  It  is  the  best  remedy 
we  have  for  the  relaxed  condition  posi-puvtevi  hfemor- 

ihage,  where  it  may  be  given  in  ch'am  doses,  or  10  minims  of 
the  hypodermic  injection  may  be  injected  cleepT.y  into  a muscle 
01  into  the  uterine  walls  in  desperate  cases.  Subcutaneous  in- 
jection is  more  likely  to  be  followed  by  irritation  and  abscesses. 
The  obstetric  practitioner  may  find  the  infusion  prejiared  upon 
the  spot  more  troublesome,  but  he  will  have  much  more  uni- 
form and  satisfactory  results  fi-om  it  than  if  he  employed  the 
fluid  extract.  Where  the  medical  man  resides  a long  way 
from  his  patient,  it  is  a good  rule  to  never  leave  a recently- 
delivered  case  without  previously  giving  a dose  of  ergot.  Good 
results  follow  its  use  in  sub-involution  and  menorrhagia,  and 
various  forms  of  uterine  fibroid  tumours. 

\r\. prolapse  of  the  rectum  the  injection  of  ergotine,  about  3 
grs.,  into  the  sphincter  or  jirolapsed  bowel,  every  two  or  three 
days,  as  practised  by  Vidal,  is  folloived  by  splendid  results,  and 
seldom  fails  to  produce  a lasting  cure. 

Eserine. — (See  under  Physostigma.) 

Ether.  (See  under  .(Ether.) 

Eucalyptus  Oil  is  a powerful  antiseptic,  destroying  minute 
organisms.  In  some  respects  its  action  resembles  quinine,  thus 
it  arrests  the  movements  of  the  white  corpuscles  and  causes 
the  spleen  to  contract.  In  large  doses  it  paralyses  the  brain 
and  cord,  causing  death  generally  by  its  action  upon  the  re- 
spiratory centre.  Externally  it  is  a rubefacient,  and  if  covered 
with  oiled  silk  it  wdll  blister.  It  is  given  in  feverish  septic 
conditions  where  quinine  is  indicated,  and  good  results  have 
followed  its  use  in  puerperal  fevers,  gnjeemia,  and  septiccemia 
in  5 minim  doses.  It  reduces  the  temperature,  and  has  proved 
curative  in  ag^te  and  during  its  elimination  by  the  bronchial 
mucous  surface  and  the  renal  tract  it  is  inv.aluable  as  a disin- 
fecting expectorant  in  phthisis  and  bronchitis,  and  in  cystitis 
and  gonovrha-a.  Kesteven,  who  has  employed  the  oil  in  220 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  in  10  minim  doses,  only  lost  4.  He 
found  it  produce  a steady  reduction  of  the  force  and  fre- 
quency of  the  j)ulse,  a steady  fall  of  the  temperature,  with 
great  imiirovcmcnt  in  the  dry  tongue  and  burning  skin.  He 
gave  the  following  : — 
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cut-t-cu  5iv. 

L^<_>Cl-  5^®®* 

CXc^^M-o-^  o-ct  5viii.  Wlo-c-^. 

Locally  the  vapour  has  been  used  as  an  inhalation  in  rjan- 
grene  of  the  lung,  phthisis,  ozoena,  diphtheria,  and  a ddute 
solution  is  employed  to  wash  out  cavities  and  irrigate  foul 
wounds.  Made  into  a pessary  it  has  been  used  in  canoer  of  the 
uterus  and  rectum,  and  as  a gauze  it  is  used  as  an  antiseptic 
surgical  dressing. 

Farina  Tritici— Wheaten  flour,  in  the  form  of  bread,  is  ton 
well  known  as  a valuable  food  to  require  mention.  It  is  used 
in  medicine  as  an  external  application  in  erysipelas,  where  it 
acts  as  a simple  protective  by  excluding  the  air  and  keeping- 
up  an  even  temperature.  With  water  it  forms  an  emollient 
poultice.  A tablespoonful  of  flour  swallowed  in  a tumblerful 
of  cold  water,  morning  and  evening,  is  stated  on  very  good 
authority  to  check  the  growth  of  boils. 

Fel  Bovinum  Purificatum  is  employed  in  medicine  wdrere 
there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  the  natural  secretion  of  bile  is 
deficient ; the  bile  is  known  to  assist  the  emulsification  of  fats, 
to  act  as  an  antiseptic  and  purgative,  and  to  facilitate  the 
absorptive  powers  of  the  mucous  membrane.  It  may  be  given 
in  30  gr.  doses  as  a bolus,  or  wrapped  in  wafer-paper. 

Fenrum — Iron  must  to  some  extent  be  considered  as  a food, 
but  if  given  in  medicinal  doses  it  cannot  be  so  regarded.  In 
health  it  has  no  power  to  increase  the  number  of  the  red  cor- 
puscles, as  recent  experiments  prove,  but  appears  to  act 
directly  as  an  ozonising  agent  in  large  doses.  It  increases  the 
appetite  somewhat,  and  if  the  astringent  preparations  l)c  ad- 
ministered constipation  results ; in  any  case  the  stools  arc 
Idack,  and  sometimes  the  bhulder  is  irritated.  None  of  these 
effects  throw  any  light  upon  the  action  of  the  drug  in  disease, 
which  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  a most  valuable  tonic  to  the  whole 
system.  It  directly  alTects  the  blood  in  anrrniia,  increasing 
the  red  corpuscles,  and  thus  enriching  nearly  all  the  tissues 
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1 T i oxygen.  The  brain  and  nervous 

S3  stem  benefit  by  this ; their  tone  rapidly  improves,  and  lienee 
Its  gi-eat  value  in  exhaustive  mental  uveriourk,  and  neuralnia 
where  u-on  is  a tonic  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  In  re- 
covery from  fevers,  especially  in  cases  where  there  has  been 
much  bm  in  act  ivity  or  prolonged  delir  ium,  the  use  of  iron  is 
oiten  attended  with  the  most  marvellous  results. 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the  iron  acts  by  simply  combining 
with  the  hEemoglobin  of  the  blood,  or,  as  some  have  supposed 
R,  to  act  through  stimulation  of  the  lymphatic  glandular  sys- 
-V^e  writer  believes  that  iron  produces  its  beneficial 
ettccts  in  the  Zit’er  upon  the  blood  during  the  changes  which 
celL^'^^^^  whilst  being  acted  upon  by  the  hepatic 

The  soluble  salts  of  iron  are  absorbed,  probably  in  large 
amounts,  and  are,  after  passing  through  the  liver,  eliminated 
by  the^  bile  and  by  the  intestinal  secretion,  passing  out  by  the 
fieces  in  almost  as  large  amount  as  when  swallowed. 

I he  action  of  iron  is  too  often  regarded  as  merely  restorat- 
ive, supplying  to  the  blood  a scanty  constituent ; but  iron 
most  probably  acts  by  improving  the  assimilative  powers 
in  the  liver.  The  best  results  follow  the  administration 
01  large  doses  of  the  tincture.  It  would  occupy  much  space 
to  mention  the  ailments  for  which  iron  is  so  highly  praised 
but  many  will  be  included  by  saying  that  in  anwmm,  from 
whatever  ca,use,  this  drug  may  be  freely  given.  It  seems  to 
possess  specific  power  over  erysipelato^is  inflammations  when 
taken  in  large  doses,  and  in  chlorosis  and  scrofula  its  effects 
are  nearly  as  evident. 

Externally,  the  jierchloride  is  a powerful  astringent,  and 
the  strong  solution  acts  upon  the  blood-vessels,  and"  hardens 
the  tissues.  It  is  a valuable  last  resource  when  injected  into 
the  uterus  in  post-partmn  htemorrhage,  if  reduced  to  about  the 
strength  of  the  diluted  solution  of  the  Pharmacopenia. 

The  scale  preparations  are  favourites,  especially  the  citrate 
with  quinine,  which,  however,  cannot  be  ordered  with  alkaline 
carbonates. 

eJl.  5ij. 

5iv. 

c<_c_  a-d,  yx. 

Lojt.  (Q_t.  i. 

<-•  <-  cLLz^. 
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The  citrate  may  be  given  in  effervescence,  and  makes  a most 
elegant  and  palatable  chalybeate  mixture. 

5ij. 

C2ic,LcLL  Ts-otT-oc-A  3iiss. 

5^1  • 

(^Lojz.  A-t.  c-o-C-^.  i.  tjun^  cLi,z^ 

CM-!^  OO-e-^.  ii.  oMJCoJLLi^. 

(sWialine  Mixture  for  the  abo  ve.) 
^o-ta,o-o-<lc-  5v. 

Jt.  5ij. 


GocpM-o^r^<-  o-^  5^i]- 

‘ OloUUi^ltLt^e,  h%L^dU<.y\^. 

The  tartarated  iron  may  be  ordered  with  an  alkali. 

^ Goocyi-o.^iyM^.  jij. 

'p>o~tay::>y^iy.-  i2 L’i.yxyJL.  3iss. 

J.LciJt:.  C-cu^L^.  d.oxU^-G.eyy^'i.Cc^  cLyyy>- 


tjLyi^ 


cLy-(L 


Iodide  of  iro7i  will  be  found  invaluable  in  strtana  and 
eyj/hili.t,  and  in  the  form  of  the  syrup  is  well  suited  to  the 
taste  of  children. 

C For  a child  tico  yearx  old-.) 

(^'cyxyx.L  c9o-c^.  5iij. 

(^(Le-L  '^Lvyox>-x.xMy:x,  !''• 

^ i^y\^uyl7-.v-  a-cL  ^iv. 

j-M-Co-t.  'i-ex.-p-i-.  c,o~CL.Px^.  i.  //V(_<.K_.  t-K,  cLLc^. 
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_ The  pill  of  iodide  of  ii-on,  as  ordered  in  the  Pharmacopoeia 
IS  objectionable  on  account  of  its  instability.  Blanchard’s 
pul,  about  the  same  strength,  is  decidedly  superior. 

■Cinct.  Ferri  Perchlor.  is,  perhaps,  the  best  and  most  used 
preparation  of  ii-on.  It  cannot  be  given  with  alkalies  or  their 
carbonates. 


3j. 

51-  Am- 

c-A£.OMa-, 


cdAe. 


Glycerine  is  the  best  corrective  to  order  with  the  liquid  ii’on 
preparations,  and  makes  a much  more  agreeable  mixture  than 
If  spirit  of  chloroform  is  used,  though  the  latter  prevents  the 
iron  from  causing  any  gastric  ii-ritation,  and  is  sometimes  re- 
tained when  the  stomach  rejects  more  elegant  combinations. 


3]'. 


VI 


ss. 


S^f^-  5iij. 

3viiiss. 

C^i-aJ^  3SS.  Am-  c^As. 

cx-Cj^AA^cx^. 

C^-T-.  <^<!LA\.yxL  3]. 

T-.  313. 

'^(^e-e-^AM-.  3j. 

G:)cj^AA.Ax.<L.  3ij.  M't-Aci.c-e,. 

ii.  ^MK-Am-.  Q.X>-C-R^.  i. 
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The  dialysed  ivon  solution  is  the  least^  irritating  and  objec- 
tionable of  all  the  ii'on  preparations,  and  its  hsematinic  qualities 
are  luunistakable.  It  may  be  also  used  as  an  antidote  to 

riTSGIllC. 

The  syi'up  of  phosphate  of  iron  is  useful  in  the  dyspepsia  of 
aiitemic  patients.  It  should  be  ordered  by  itself. 


The  Mistuva  Ferri  Co.  has  long  maintained  its  supremacy 
amongst  the  iron  preparations  as  a remedy  for  absent  or  scanty 
menstrual  discharge.  If  its  position  is  well  deserved,  it  is 
certainly  by  producing  the  maximum  of  good  with  the  mini- 
mum of  iron,  as  it  is  often  in  a decomposed  condition  before 
being  swallowed  by  the  patient. 

The  d/isf.  Ferri  Aromat.  is  seldom  ordered.  Though  an  in- 
elegant, it  is  a valuable  chalybeate. 

The  Saocharated  Carbonate  is  a very  agreeable  form  of 
giving  u-on ; and  Neligan  gives  the  following  as  a mild 
astringent  in  infantile  diarrlicea  : 


The  Sulphate  is  a good  tonic  and  astringent,  and  is  a valuable 
addition  to  purgatives,  and  as  Bland’s  pills  (jrido  page  53)  is 
now  one  of  the  most  frequently  ordered  of  all  remedies  for 
amenorrheea.  In  this  form  it  does  not  cause  constipation  ; 9 
pills  may  be  given  in  the  day. 

If  a plain  chalybeate  is  required  without  astringcucy,  in  the 
Ferrum  lledactum  such  will  be  found. 
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Ficus. — The  fig  is  nutritious,  and  acts  as  a mild  laxative. 
When  taken  in  large  quantities  it  causes  griping,  probably  by 
the  presence  of  the  indigestible  fruits,  or  so-called  seeds,  irri- 
tating the  mucous  membrane,  and  setting  up  irregular  and 
painful  contraction.  Split  open  and  heated,  figs  make  a popu- 
lar emollient  poultice. 

Filix  Mas  is  used  as  a remedy  for  tcen'm  iolivm  and  loth- 
riooephalvs.  It  should  be  given  to  an  adult  in  30  to  60  minim 
doses,  early  in  the  morning,  after  a previous  castor-oil  purge 
administered  at  bed-time,  to  insure  the  complete  emptiness  of 
the  bowels  ; or  it  may  be  given  at  night,  after  fasting,  and  be 
followed  with  a purge  next  morning.  Care  should  be  taken 
to  look  for  the  head  of  the  worm,  for  until  this  is  obtained 
there  is  doubt  of  its  destruction.  The  fern  seems  to  act  as  a 
direct  poison  to  the  parasite.  It  may  be  combined  with  tur- 
pentine. 


Eecently  Maj  has  tried  this  drug  in  cholera  with  what 
appears  to  be  decided  success  ; he  gives  it  in  doses  of  about  15 
minims,  with  a few  drops  of  laudanum  and  mucilage. 

Fceniculi  Fructus. — Fennel  acts  like  Anethum  (which 
see).  In  addition  to  its  aromatic  qualities,  it  is  supposed  to 
have  the  power  of  increasing  the  flow  of  milk.  The  water  is  a 
favourite  antispasmodic  for  infantile  colic,  in  teaspoonful 
doses  for  a child  1 year  old. 

Galhaniim  resembles  asafoetida  in  its  action,  only  it  is 
feebler.  It  is  a stimulating  expectorant.  Externally,  the 
plaster  is  a mild  stimulant  to  indolent  glandular  enlargemcntn. 

Galla  . — Since  the  value  of  galls  depends  upon  the  tannic 
and  gallic  acid  contained  in  them,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Acid.  Gallicum. 

Gelsemium. — Ringer  and  Murrell  experimenting  with  a 
tincture  (1  to  4)  found  the  following  symptoms  after  dram 
doses  : — Rain  in  the  brows,  giddiness,  and  pain  in  the  eyeballs 
and  dimness  of  sight,  double  vision,  ptosis,  weakness  of  the 
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legs,  sleepiness,  and  little  if  any  effect  on  the  pulse,  and  none 
on  the  mental  faculties  or  temperature,  the  pupils  contract, 
while  a local  application  to  the  eye  dilates  them,  but  the  pupils 
are  found  dilated  after  poisonous  doses,  and  Ringer  has  proved 
this  to  be  caused  by  the  asphyxia,  for  gelsemium  is  a power- 
ful respii'atory  poison. 

It  paralyses  the  sensory  columns  of  the  cord,  and  after  at 
first  stimulating  the  motor  centres  of  the  brain  and  cord,  it 
paralyses  them  also — death  occurs  from  paralj'sis  of  the  res- 
piration. 

In  poisonous  doses  the  patient  becomes  unable  to  articulate 
or  walk,  tremor  of  the  head  is  noticed,  sensibility  is  impaired, 
the  pulse  becomes  quick  and  finally  cannot  be  felt,  the  respira- 
tion is  slow,  the  temperature  falls,  and  convulsions  precede 
death. 

Gelsemium  has  been  found  to  possess  decided  power  over 
migraine  and  neniralgia,  and  has  relieved  even  when  the  cause 
was  not  removed,  as  in  caries  of  the  teeth  and  alveoli.  The 
writer  has  found  benefit  from  it  in  severe  tic.  It  often  appears 
to  exert  most  power  over  neuralgia  of  the  branches  of  the  .5th 
nerve  supplying  the  lower  jaw. 

Bartholow  uses  it  in  jileuritis  and  ia  (where  it  ap- 

pears to  relieve  as  aconite  does),  and  in  asthma,  laryngitis, 
and  spasmodic  coughs  of  various  kinds ; but  to  be  really  bene- 
ficial in  these  cases  it  must  be  given  in  doses  approaching  the 
dangerous.  It  has  been  given  with  great  advantage  in  the 
lucmoptysis  of  gihthisis,  and  to  cause  dilatation  of  the  rigid  os. 

Gentianae  Radix  is  a simple  bitter  tonic.  Its  mode  of 
acting  on  the  system  is  the  same  as  that  of  Calumba  (which 
see).  It  has  been  supposed  to  exert  some  slight  stimulating 
effect  upon  the  liver.  Few  remedies  will  give  such  good  re- 
sults in  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy  as  the  infusion,  combined 
with  a mineral  acid  ; it  will  often  stop  retching  when  all  other 
remedies  fail,  and  it  is  a feeble  laxative. 


M-cce-  ^"^viiss. 
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Glycerinum — on  account  of  its  solvent  and  undrying  pro- 
perties— is  used  extensively  in  Pharmacy.  The  hypodermic 
administration  of  glycerine  to  dogs  has  been  follovs’ed  by 
tetanic  convulsions,  lethargy,  dryness  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, fall  of  temperature,  and  death.  No  such  symptoms 
have  ever  been  noticed  after  being  swallowed  by  man.  Intern- 
ally, it  is  nutrient,  and  has  been  substituted  for  cod-liver  oil ; 
hut  there  is  no  proof  that  it  possesses  any  of  the  valuable  pro- 
perties of  this  drug.  Its  administration  is  followed  (if  per- 
sisted in  for  a time)  by  increase  of  body  weight;  in  large  doses 
it  causes  red  colouration  of  the  urine,  from  transudation  of  the 
colouring  matter  of  the  blood.  The  experiments  of  Lewin 
prove  that  it  produces  no  effect  on  the  elimination  of  urea.  It 
acts  in  some  manner  (in  passing  down  the  canal  or  in  its 
elimination)  upon  ijainfvl  and  inflamed  piles,  and  soothes 
them.  It  maj''  be  used  to  sweeten  the  unsavoury  food  of  dia- 
betics;  and  in  large  doses  it  is  laxative. 

Externally,  it  is  emollient  when  applied  to  the  skin,  but 
occasionally,  when  undiluted,  it  acts  as  an  iiTitant.  It  has 
been  recommended  in  every  form  of  sJihi  disease  requiring 
emollient  treatment.  By  keeping  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied 
continually  soft  it  cures  flssures  and  prevents  excoriations ; 
with  borax  it  forms  the  most  satisfactory  application  to 
chapped  nipples  and  stomatitis,  and  can  be  used  in  the  ap)h- 
tkous  state  so  common  about  the  genitals  of  badly  cared  for 
female  children.  It  prevents  bed  sores.  Applied  on  cotton- 
wool to  the  os  uteri,  and  kept  in  contact,  it  causes  a copious 
watery  discharge,  diminishing  rapidly  any  congestion  which 
may  be  present.  Plugs  inserted  into  the  nostrils  in  a similar 
way  may  benefit  hay  fever. 

Applied  to  the  mouth  and  thi-oat  it  relieves  the  distressing 
dryness  of  these  parts  in  prolonged /eivrw/;  states,  and  it  re- 
lieves reflex  cough  and  irritability  of  the  fauces.  It  may  be 
given  for  hwmorrhoids,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  to  which  a little 
chiretta  is  added  to  destroy  its  intense  sweetness.  Glycerine 
is  a powerful  antiseptic,  a ten  per  cent,  solution  in  ^yater  pre- 
serving animal  substances  from  decay.  It  is  useful  in  di/sqiep- 
sia,  especially  in  the  fermentative  variety,  and  in  simple 
anorexia  it  often  stimulates  the  appetite  better  than  the  onli- 
nary  tonic  remedies.  It  is  a good  solvent  for  Salicylic  Acid, 
m.any  alkaloids,  and  neutral  salts.  Squh'e  recommends  a 
solution  of  15  grs.  isinglass  in  1 oz.  gljmerine  for  various  skin 
^lisCflSGS. 

Trastor  has  found  that  the  vapour  of  glycerine  produced  by 
ev.apor.ating  a few  ounces  in  a porcelain  capsule  over  a spirit 
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lamp  gives  great  relief  to  harassing  coughs  in  phtlihis  and 
other  ailments. 

Glycerines — For  the  action  of  the  different  official  Gly- 
cerines see  under  the  head  of  the  drug  bearing  the  name. 

Glycyrrhiza  has  demulcent  properties,  and  is  used  to  relieve 
cough  and  promote  expectoration.  Any  effect  it  has  in  this 
way  is  probably  owing  to  reflex  action.  It  is  chiefly  used  for 
its  pleasantly  sweet  taste.  Fresh  liquorice  root  is  slightly 
laxative.  The  fluid  extract  covers  the  unpleasant  taste  of  many 
nauseous  drugs,  and  the  compound  powder  is  only  of  value  on 
account  of  the  senna  it  contains. 

Gossypium— Cotton  Wool — is  employed  for  its  physical 
qualities — softness,  elasticity,  &c.  It  affords  a protective  cover- 
ing for  hxirnccl  and  MMered  surfaces,  and  is  used  as  a padding 
for  splints,  and  in  rheumatic  fever  as  a covering  for  the  in- 
flamed joints.  The  writer  has  found  it  to  act  most  beneficially 
in  jMegmasia  clolen-x,  applied  in  a thick  layer  over  the  entire 
limb,  and  most  completely  surrounded  with  Mackintosh,  or 
oiled  silk,  and  bandaged  carefully  so  that  the  natural  moisture 
cannot  evaporate. 

Granati  Radicis  Cortex— Pomegranate  Root  Bark — is  a 
valuable  astringent  in  the  dynenterg  mxCl  diarrhoea  of  hot  tem- 
peratures. In  larger  doses,  it  kills  the  tape,  xoorm,  and  I oz.  of 
the  decoction,  repeated  every  two  hours  for  foirr  doses,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a brisk  purge  if  necessary,  will  prove  a good  remedy 
for  this  troublesome  parasite.  The  drug  itself  acts  in  large 
doses  as  a cathartic. 

The  results  (just  published  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette  for 
July)  of  two  marine  hospitals  where  manj^  anthelmintics  were 
tried  over  a period  of  23  years,  prove  that  pomegranate  root 
bark  is  the  most  efficacious  of  all  remedies  for  the  tape  worm; 
1 pint  of  the  B.  P.  decoction  was  divided  into  3 parts,  one  of 
which  was  taken  every  hour  fasting.  The  bark  owes  its  virtues 
to  two  alkaloids,  and  splendid  results  have  followed  the  ad- 
ministration of  these  active  principles  known  as  Pclleticrincs. 

Guaiacum  once  held  a high  position  as  a remedy  for  .typhiUo. 
It  is  now  believed  to  have  little  or  no  action  in  this  disease 
and  it  is  not  much  used.  The  only  effect  certainly  known  to 
follow  its  administration  is  that  of  a mild  diaphoretic  and 
emmenagogue.  It  seems  to  have  some  power  in  relieving  the 
wearying  pains  of  chronic  rheninati.tm.,  and  it  was  an  impor- 
tant constituent  in  the  famous  “ Chelsea  Pensioner  ” an 

electuary  consisting  of  the  following — and  found  useful  in  the 
rheumatic  and  gouty  complaints  of  old  people : — 
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( Chehea  Pensioner.) 

^ KMJLLs/^ojt-L.  31]' 

^Pui..L  3SS. 

^U-&AX-(L^i^  5ij. 

^otT^cotAa-  5^®' 
iisJl-  /?.^^<i.a..c^£-  c^.  P-. 

^Lcpt-  £,&.£^<t.tiS.XSun-Cii-)0^ J P-t.  ?i.  i/t.^0..cJl£-CI^^U-£.'> 


The  ammoBiated  tuicture  of  gBaiacum  has  been  strongly 
recoBQBieBded  in  cicutc  tonsillitis  in  half  dram  doses  in  sheiry. 
It  Avill,  however,  often  be  found  to  aggravate.  The  mixture 
and  powdered  resin  are  better  preparations. 


Gutta-Percha  is  only  used  for  its  physical  qualities ; a 
solution  in  chloroform  making  a protective  covering,  like  col- 
lodion, for  excoriations,  and  it  is  employed  to  prevent 
in  small-vox.  Coloured  with  a little  chalk  or  calamine,  this 
solution  is  useful  when  painted  over  the  sutured  line,  instead 
of  plaster,  after  post-mortem  examinations.  When  neatly 
applied,  the  line  of  incision  is  hardly  noticeable.  Under  the 
name  of  “ Traumaticine  ” the  solution  has  been  praised  by 
Auspitz,  who  uses  it  in  many  sMn  affections  as  0.  protective 
covering.  It  affords  a good  method  for  the  local  application 
of  chrysarobin  in  psoriasis. 


Hsptnatoxvli  Lignum— Logwood  is  a valuable  astringent 
and  S?,  STng  liki  tannin.  The  extract,  which  is  a hanl 
solid,  when  dissolved  in  water  ivill  be  found  the  most  certain 
and  reliable  astringent  in  the  (liarrJiwaoftuhercular  ulcera- 
tion and  the  inveterate  diarrltasas  of  childhood. 


^ Ixxx. 
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HsmidcslllUS  is  supposed,  to  act  lik.G  sarsapaiilla.  It  is  a 
feeble  stimulating  diaphoretic,  and  is  used  as  a remedy  for 
si/philis  in  India.  Possibly  the  fresh  plant  lias  some  power, 
fm-  the  dried  herb  seems  to  have  none.  The  syrup  is  used  as  a 
flavouring  ingredient  in  cough  mixtures. 

Hirudo— Leeches  are  used  to  extract  blood  in  local  inflam- 
mations. and  good  healthy  specimens  may  be  calculated  to 
remove  two  drams  each.  It  is  a good  plan  to  apply  them  when 
possible  over  such  prominences  as  will  permit  of  a gentle  pres- 
sure being  applied  in  case  of  excessive  ha3morrhage  from  their 
bites.  In  applying  leeches  they  should  never  be  touched  by 
the  fingers  of  the  nurse  or  attendant.  The  physician  should 
order  the  dispenser  to  send  them  in  a perfectly  clean  chip  box, 
which  should  only  be  opened  as  the  affected  part  is  exposed  ; 
and  the  inversion  of  the  box  (which  should  be  steadily  pressed 
against  the  skin  till  they  fasten)  is  all  that  is  generally  neces- 
sary. The  part  should  be  very  clean,  and  free  from  all  traces 
of  soap,  mustard,  &c.  If  the  ‘leeches  refuse  to  bite,  which  is 
seldom,  a little  sugar  or  cream,  or  better  still,  the  minute 
scratch  of  a needle,  determines  the  point.  If  leeches  arc  to  be 
applied  over  a large  surface,  several  boxes  may  be  used  ; a 2 
oz.  box  holds  one  dozen.  They  should  not  be  pulled  off  after 
their  feast,  but  should  be  allowed  to  drop.  If,  however,  it  is 
necessary  at  any  time  to  remove  them  before  their  meal  is 
completed,  a little  salt  sprinkled  over  their  backs  acts  as  a 
brisk  emetic,  and  they  drop  off  at  once. 

Should  further  bleeding  from  the  bites  be  required,  a hot 
poultice  or  fomentation  may  be  applied,  or  a cupping-glass 
may  be  put  over  the  bites  ; this  is  an  excellent  plan.  A pad 
of  wool  or  gentle  pressure  with  the  lingers  will  easily  restrain 
the  hmmorrhage;  but  occasionally  ijerchloride  of  iron  must  be 
used,  or  even  a hare-lip  needle,  with  a figure  of  8 thread,  m.ay 
be  required.  Matico  leaf  will,  however,  answer  all  purposes 
when  a\)plied  with  moderate  pressure. 

The  extraction  of  blood  by  leeches  should  not  be  recom- 
mended in  severe  or  extensive  inflammations,  for  if  the  system 
is  to  be  affected  it  can  only  be  by  opening  a large  aperture 
and  rnpidly  removing  a fair  quantity  of  blood  in  a short  time. 
Space  prevents  a consideration  of  the  arguments  for  and 
against  tlic  practice  of  blooil-lctting,  but  the  wrilcr  has  no 
doulit  that  by  llie  ah.vdvte  rejection  of  venesection,  Iherapeuties 
loses  a valuable  remedy.  He  has  twice  seen  life  a]iparently 
flow  in  as  the  bh)od  ebi)cd  out.  It  is  in  cases  of  oujorgemeuf 
of  the  jiiilnwnarg  vexKrh,  following  severe  chest  injury,  and 
threatening  imminent  suffocation,  that  by  boldly  striking  into 
a large  vein  life  will  he  saved.  'I’he  writer  has  followed  this 


398 


THERAPEUTICS. 


Hydrarg. 


course  in  a hopeless  case  of  suhnersion^  where  death  was  ap- 
parently rapidly  approaching.  The  systemic  veins  and  pul- 
monary circulation  were  engorged,  and  the  burdened  right 
ventricle  threatened  momentarily  to  cease  its  almost  ineffectual 
contractions.  By  making  a free  incision  into  the  median 
basilic  the  inspiration  became  gTadually  slower,  and  the  heart, 
eased  by  the  relief  of  the  systemic  circulation,  commenced 
to  beat  strongly,  the  patient  appeared  to  be  suddenly  snatched 
from  death,  and  made  a speedy  recovery.  In  such  a case 
death  would  probably  have  occurred  from  suffocation,  even 
had  the  patient’s  body  been  covered  with  leeches. 

Hordeum  Decorticatum— Pearl  barley  is  a nutritious 
food.  It  is  used  for  the  preparation  of  the  decoction,  which 
makes  an  agreeable  demulcent  drink  in  felrile  conditions,  and 
serves  to  dilute  cow’s  milk  for  bottle-fed  children. 

Hydrargyrum. — Mercury,  when  given  in  large  doses  in 
the  metallic  state,  acts  as  a purgative  % mechanically  driving 
all  matters  before  it,  owing  to  its  weight ; but  if  any  should 
remain  in  the  sacculations  of  the  intestine  for  a suflBcient  time 
till  the  juices  of  the  bowel  would  render  it  soluble,  the  consti- 
tutional effects  of  the  metal  would  soon  show  themselves. 

Inhaled  as  a vapour,  the  metallic  mercury  is  active ; swal- 
lowed in  a minutely  divided  state,  or  rubbed  into  the  skin,  or 
injected  hypodermically,  mercury  and  its  salts  produce  marked 
constitutional  effects.  If  only  a minute  quantity  be  adminis- 
tered, and  for  a short  time,  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles,  a general  improvement  in 
the  circulating  fluid,  and  an  increase  of  body  weight.  (These 
effects  are  evident  when  very  small  quantities  are  given  to 
domestic  animals).  If  the  minute  doses  be  indulged  in  for  a 
longer  period,  or  if  the  quantity  is  increased,  the  blood  loses 
in  fibrin  and  red  corpuscles,  and  becomes  charged  with  excess 
of  waste  products;  a brassy  taste  is  felt  in  the  mouth;  the 
gums  swell,  and  are  marked  with  a blue  line ; the  teeth  are 
tender;  the  salivary  secretion  is  increased  ; and  fetor  of  the 
breath  is  noticed.  The  spongy  gums  soon  ulcerate ; the  sali- 
vary glands  enlarge  ; and  as  the  metal  is  eliminated,  it  stimu- 
lates all  the  glandular  apparatus— cutaneous,  salivary, 
intestinal,  and  renal— by  which  it  is  thrown  out;  nervous 
tremors  and  disorders  of  co-ordination  appear;  emaciation, 
prostration,  and  finally  death  will  occur.  These  symptoms 
are  much  the  same  after  the  administration  of  any  mercurial 
preiiaration  in  small  doses. 

The  inhalation  of  mercurial  fumes,  as  seen  amount  mirror- 
makers  and  others,  often  produces  symptoms  confined  to  the 
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nervous  system.  This  form  of  chronic  mcrcurialism  is  knovyn 
as  “ Mercurial  Palsy.”  There  is  tremor  of  the  muscles  of  the 
extremities  and  head,  at  fii’st  sight  not  unlike yiai-aZysis  Mjitans. 

Calomel,  mercurial  chalk,  or  blue  pill  are  the  preparations 
administered  when  we  wish  to  get  the  physiological_  eftects  ot 
mercury : the  red  iodide  and  corrosive  sublimate  being  violent 
irritants,  causing  death  like  irritant  poisons.  The  salts  or 
mercury  are  dissolved  in  the  stomach  or  intestines,  and  find 
their  way  into  the  blood  as  albuminates,  and  in  their  passage 
out  exhibit  their  remarkable  selective  action,  chiefly  on  the 
salivary  glands,  and  it  is  supposed  also  on  the  pancreas. 

Exaggerated  ideas  of  the  dangerous  results  of  mercury  upon 
the  system  ha-ve  arisen,  probably  because  in  disease  the  use  of 
the  drug  has  been  generally  pushed  too  far.  We  know  now 
that  it  is  entirely  unnecessary  to  produce  the  above  effects  in 
order  to  treat  a disease  by  mercury,  and  it  is  evident  to  those 
who  closely  watch  the  effects  of  mercury  upon  children  that 
they  will  improve  and  gi'ow  fat  upon  it  even  for  a long  time, 
if  judiciously  administered. 

Internally,  mercury  has  been  generally  given  (1)  to  control 
acute  inflammation,  or  (2)  to  cause  the  absorption  of  inflam- 
matory products,  or  (3)  to  combat  the  poison  of  syphilis. 

There  are,  moreover,  various  groups  of  symptoms  for  the 
dispersion  of  which  mercurials  are  used.  The  diavrheea  and 
obstinate  vmnithuj  of  children  often  yield  to  minute  doses— 
-fL  gi’.  of  calomel  every  hour.  A group  of  symptoms,  known 
popularly  as  hilhmsness  in  the  adult,  is  frequently  dispersed 
by  a good  dose  of  calomel  or  blue  pill,  which,  by  removing  all 
sources  of  irritation  in  the  intestines,  relieves  an  over-loaded 
liver,  or  remedies  a catarrhal  condition  of  the  bile  ducts. 

Much  dispute  has  arisen  out  of  the  action  of  calomel  upon 
the  liver,  and  recent  experiments  prove,  what  had  been  sur- 
mised, that  calomel  acts"  as  a purgative — not  by  stimulating 
the  liver  to  secrete  more  bile — but  by  irritating  the  duodenum, 
so  that  the  bile  is  swept  down  the  canal  before  time  is  allowed 
for  its  fibsorption.  There  is  thus  really  less  bile  circulating 
with  the  Vfiood  after  a dose  of  calomel  (which  causes  free  pur- 
gation) than  there  was  before.  Few  now  advocate  the  use  of 
mercury  in  acute  iiijiammntiims,  cxcejit  ing  in  the  case  of  Iriti.'i, 
and  it  is  seldom  employed  to  cause  the  absorption  of  effused 
products,  though  it  is  strongly  maintained  l)y  a few  that  it 
controls  meninijitis,  and  assists  the  absorption  of  fluid  effused 
within  the  cranium.  In  Meningeal  iujlu  iii  mat  ions  ot  a,  inher- 
cular  nature,  after  effusion  has  occurred,  if  the  .system  bo 
rnjiidlij  brought  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  such  improve- 
ment often  immediately  follows  as  to  lead  one  to  believe  that 
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a partial  absorption  of  fluid  had  resulted.  It  is  hardly  neees- 
sary  to  say  that  it  has  no  effect  whatever  in  arresting  the 
disease,  and  the  symptoms  again  increase  in  severity.  But  in 
simple  meningitis  the  writer  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
witness  such  unmistakable  results  as  satisfied  him  of  the  power 
of  mercury  in  assisting  the  absorption  of  effused  inflammatory 
products  inside  the  ci’anium. 

In  typhoid  fever,  large  doses  early  in  the  disease  are  believed 
by  many  Continental  physicians  to  curtail  its  course. 

Mercury  in  SygMlis — Even  here  the  virtue  of  mercury  is 
doubted,  but  the  authority  of  Hutchinson  is  decidedly  in  its 
favour,  as  is  that  of  most  observers,  and  it  is  probable  “ that 
mercury  is  a true  vital  antidote  to  the  syphilitic  poison,  and  is 
capable  of  bringing  about  a real  cure.”  The  same  high  autho- 
rity just  mentioned  believes  that  many  cases  of  indurated 
chancre  treated  early  by  mercury  never  show  any  of  the  cha- 
racteristic symptoms  of  the  secondary  stage,  and  when  these 
do  appear  they  are  milder  than  in  cases  where  the  mercury  had 
not  been  used. 

Mercury  has,  however,  not  only  no  action  on  the  .soft  spread- 
ing sore,  but  its  administration  is  injurious.  In  trae  indurated 
chancres,  the  mercurial  should  be  commenced  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible and  continued  till  thickening  and  induration  melt  away. 
Ptyalism  and  the  other  constitutional  effects  of  the  drug 
should  never  be  jrroduced,  but  small  doses  of  the  non-iiTitant 
preparations — calomel,  as  in  Plummer’s  pill,  or  grey  powder — 
should  be  steadily  administered,  and  their  use  instantly  sus- 
pended upon  the  appearance  of  changes  in  the  gums  or  an  in- 
crease of  saliva  being  observed.  One  grain  of  calomel,  with 
quarter  this  quantity  of  opium  ; or  one  grain  of  blue  pill  or 
grey  powder  morning  and  night ; or  -jL  grain  of  corrosive  sub- 
limate twice  a day ; or  b grs.  of  Plummer’s  pill,  three  times 
daily,  will  be  found  enough. 

After  mercury  fails  to  produce  its  effects  when  given  by  the 
mouth  it  may  be  introduced  into  the  system  by  inunction, 
as  advised  by  Sigmund  ; about  half  a dram  of  the  ointment 
being  rubbed  into  the  skin  night  and  morning;  it  often 
brings  out  a troublesome  eczema.  The  hyjnxlennic  method  is 
equally  objectionable,  a painful  swelling,  with  sujipuration, 
often  following  the  puncture,  while  the  plan  of  fumigation 
with  a spirit-lamp  and  calomel  is  both  troublesome  and  un- 
certain. On  the  first  sign  of  the  constitutional  effect  of 
mercury  upon  the  system  the  dose  should  be  diminishetl  or 
suspended  for  a few  days.  Those  who  believe  that  mercury 
is  useless  in  the  Later  stages  of  syphilis  have  not,  perhaps, 
administered  the  remedy  for  a suiliciently  long  period,  since 


Hydrarg. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


401 


sometimes  the  patient  must  continue  to  take  it  for  two  or  three 
Years  before  the  poison  is  eradicated  from  the  system. 

Prof.  Lewin  has  used  the  hypodermic  injection  of  corrosive 
sublimate  in  50,000  patients  in  Berlin,  with  better  results  than 
those  given  by  any  other  treatment,  abscesses  were  never  pro- 
duced, and  pain  was  trifling. 

In  congenital  syphilis  there  is  no  preparation  equal  to  grey 
j^owder,  which  may  be  given  freely,  as  mercury  in  moderate 
doses  seems  incapable  of  doing  harm  whilst  there  is  a large 
amount  of  the  syphilitic  poison  for  it  to  expend  itself  upon. 
Weak,  emaciated  infants  bear  larger  doses  when  poisoned  with 
syphilis  than  they  can  when  afterwards  apparently  cured  and 
fattened  ; but  if,  after  a period  of  neglect,  syphilitic  symptoms 
came  on  markedly,  then  they  bear  very  large  doses  again.  A 
child  one  year  old  may  get  ^ grain  of  grey  powder  three  times 
a day  for  three  days,  then  ^ grain  every  night,  and  this  may 
be  continued  as  long  as  the  infant  thrives.  If  no  result  seems 
to  follow,  a little  of  the  ointment  may  be  rubbed  in  occa- 
sionally. 

It  has  been  long  known  that  grey  powder  may  decompose, 
and  that  some  of  the  mercury  may  be  converted  into  the  oxide, 
which  upon  being  swallowed  might  be  still  further  changed  in 
the  stomach  into  the  irritating  perchloride.  Magnesia  can  be 
substituted  for  the  chalk  with  advantage. 

The  corrosive  suhliniate  is  the  most  poisonous  of  the  mer- 
curial compounds,  causing  violent  purging,  collapse,  and  death 
in  a few  hours  when  taken  in  large  doses.  It  is  the  most 
powerful  destroyer  of  germ  life,  and  has  been  used  locally  in 
a host  of  septic  conditions  with  advantage.  In  ohstctric  prac- 
tice, diphtheria,  gonorrhoea,  diarrhoea,  and  numerous  other 
ailments  its  local  application,  with  or  without  its  internal 
administration  as  well,  is  beneficial.  Considering,  for  example, 
the  infinitesimal  quantity  of  this  substance  necessary  to  form 
a solution  which  will  hinder  the  growth  of  anthrax  bacilli — 
vi/,.,  1 in  1,0110,000  (or  1 grain  in  14  gallons  water),  it  is  easy 
to  realise  the  enormous  benefit  which  may  be  obtained  from 
its  disinfecting  (jualities  without  endangering  the  system  by 
the  action  of  the  drug.  Small  doses  are  strongly  recommended 
in  cholera. 


The  following  is  a convenient  form  for  administering  mer- 
cury : — 

puAo-.  S 

xxiv.  /a,£.  i. 


c..oL.to^  ^,a..iiss. 
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Or, 


^cvtct'S.^a^cc.  ^o-cLa-jJ^L  5ij. 

^ z^'^i.dLQ.xx.'tia-iL.  jXij. 

^LaJt.  'yyL^i:xi.u^n,a^ , fuL.  ^SS.  cL-Ls,  ^ljO-j::^ 

C,L6-o~^. 


Extei’Dally,  Ungt.  Hydrarg.  is  used  to  produce  the  constitu- 
tional effects  of  mercury  upon  the  system,  by  being  rubbed 
into  the  skin.  The  following  are  a few  of  the  uses  of  the 
different  mercurial  ointments  of  the  Pharmacopceia  which  are 
applied  for  their  local  action  : — 

Vngt.  Hyd.  Svbcldur.,  diluted  with  half  its  weight  of  lard 
possesses  the  power  of  relieving  the  painful  itching  of  various 
eczematous  conditions  about  the  genitals  and  anus  ; it  is  a 
valuable  application  to  all  indolent  syjgMlitic  shin  diseases, 
and  rarely  causes  salivation. 

Ungt.  Hyd.  Ammon,  acts  as  a poison  to  v6rmin,  and  readily 
destroys  pediculi  and  their  ova,  and  is  used  to  kill  the  parasites 
which  cause  tinea,  kc. 

Ungt.  Hyd.  Co.  and  Liniment.  Hyd.  are  used  as  substitutes 
for  Scott’s  dressing.  Spread  upon  lint,  and  applied  -svith  pres- 
sure around  diseased  and  glandular  enlargements,  they 

are  useful  by  stimulating  the  lymphatics. 

Ungt.  Hyd.  led.  Huh.  is  an  active  rubefacient,  seldom  used 
in  this  countrv  except  in  veterinary  practice,  but  is  a powerful 
remedy  for  goitre  in  India,  when  aided  by  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

Ungt.  Hyd.  Mtratis  HU.  is  the  best  application  in  the  scaly 
stage  of  eczema.  It  acts  as  a stimulant,  and  in  some  way  alters 
the  action  in  the  diseased  skin,  often  after  every  other  remedy 
fails.  It  is  invaluable  in  inveterate  ozama,  when  diluted  with 
glycerine  and  brushed  inside  the  nose. 

Ungt.  Hyd.  Ox.  Huh.,  diluted  with  eight  times  its  weight  of 
lard,  or,  preferably,  an  ointment  of  the  yellow  oxide  (6  gis.  to 
1 oz.)  is  an  invaluable  stimulant  and  alterative  in  obstinate 
coiijv7ictivitis  and  eczema  of  the  eyeUds,  and  is  identical  ■with 
“ golden  ointment.” 

The  Olcate  of  Hercury  is  an  unstable  and  unsatisfactory 
compound,  and,  prepared  according  to  the  oflicial  formula,  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  give  as  good  results  as  a weak  ointment 
of  mercury. 
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Lofw.  Hyd.  Nig.  and  Flav.  are  stimulating  applications  to 
various  chanGi'oid  and  other  soi'es  of  a specific  origin.  Their 
efficacy  in  these  troublesome  complaints  leads  one  to  suppose 
that  they  act  by  destroying  the  syphilitic  poison  as  they  come 
in  contact  with  it. 

Lifj.  Ihjd.  Nitratis  is  a powerful  caustic,  especially  indicated 
in  the  treatment  of  ilitic  warty  growths  and  scrofula  derma . 

A solution  of  the  perchloride  (3  gi's.  to  1 oz.)  is  used  to  de- 
stroy the  parasite  of  various  skin  diseases. 

Hyoscyami  Folia. — This  drug  affects  the  system  like  bella- 
donna, producing  delirium,  dryness  of  the  mouth,  dilatation  of 
the  pupil,  and  sleep.  It  differs  from  it  in  being  more  decidedly 
hypnotic  and  less  stimulating  to  the  heart,  and  in  possessing  a 
sedative  influence  over  the  urinary  mucous  membrane  as  it  is 
being  eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  Dr.  Harley  has  shown  that 
small  doses  are  seclative  and  tonic  to  the  heart ; large  doses 
excite,  while  excessive  doses  depress  it ; hence  its  usefulness 
in  cardiac  asthma  and  excitement  of  the  heart  from  valvular 
lesions.  In  all  the  .spasmodic  affections  in  which  belladonna 
is  useful,  hyoscyamus  may  be  employed.  In  inflamed  and  irrit- 
able conditions  of  the  bladder  it  is  the  best  remedy  we  possess. 
The  active  principle  of  the  drug  is  a mild  diuretic,  and  in 
passing  out  of  the  system,  exerts  its  sedative  influence  upon  the 
terminal  nerves  of  the  irritated  membrane  ; and  it  is  especially 
indicated  when  the  bladder  is  contracting  frequently  to  expel 
small  quantities  of  urine  unnecessarily.  In  these  cases  it  may 
be  advantageously  combined  with  alkalies.  It  seems  to  in- 
crease the  narcotic  effects  of  opium,  and  its  alkaloid  hyoscy- 
amine  promises  well  in  acute  mania.  (See  under  Hyoscyamine 
in  the  non-official  remedies. 

Children  bear  enormous  doses  of  hyoscyamus,  wdiilst  the 
aged  are  seriously  affected  by  even  .small  quantities.  It  cor- 
rects the  painful  griping  of  purgatives,  and  relieves  the  pain 
of  internal  neuralgic  affections.  The  juice  in  teaspoonful  doses 
is  the  best  preparation. 
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lodoformum,  in  large  doses,  or  wliere  it  lias  been  absorbed 
from  esteusive  wounded  surfaces,  produces  disturbance  of 
digestion,  loss  of  appetite,  rapidity  of  pulse,  increase  of  tem- 
peratui’e,  and  cerebral  disturbance,  not  unlike  some  forms  of 
alcoholic  intoxication,  passing  into  melancholia,  collapse,  and 
possibly  death.  These  symptoms  may  come  on  suddenly  with- 
out warning  if  the  salt  has  been  applied  to  a large  surface, 
though  M.  Moorhof,  who  has  exclusively  used  it  for  five  years 
in  hospital  and  private  practice,  has  never  seen  one  case  of 
poisoning.  He  emphasises  the  fact  that  he  used  no  other  anti- 
septic with  it,  and  to  this  he  attributes  his  immunity. 

Iodoform  is  freely  excreted  by  the  pulmonary  surface  and 
kidneys,  appearing  as  iodine  in  the  urine,  and  though  contain- 
ing 90  per  cent,  of  nascent  iodine,  it  does  not  produce  the 
irritant  S3''mptoms  of  even  small  doses  of  that  drug.  It  is  for 
its^JOiCCT'fwi  antiseptic  properties  that  iodoform  is  used  in  sur- 
gery, dusted  in  fine  powder  over  doiighing  sores,  chancres, 
hnboes,  hed  sores,  and  cancers,  it  prevents  decomposition  and 
excites  healing.  The  stench  of  cancerous  discharges  fi'om  the 
vagina  and  rectum  is  instantly  removed  by  the  use  of  a pledget 
of  lint  soaked  in  1 dr.  iodoform  to  1 oz.  glycerine.  A solution 
of  1 in  12  of  ether,  or  of  1 in  12  of  flexible  collodion,  may  be 
painted  over  syphilitic  sores. 

Iodoform  is  a powerful  local  anccsthetie,  destroying  sensation 
in  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied  as  carbolic  acid  does ; the 
official  suppository  causes  the  sensation  to  be  much  blunted 
after  its  introduction  into  the  rectum  or  vagina.  ^ 

A bougie  containing  10  per  cent,  of  iodoform,  with  eucalyptus 
oil  and  cacao  butter,  has  been  extolled  in  gonori'liwa , but  it 
will  achieve  nothing  which  permanganate  of  potassium  will  not 
more  easily  and  permanently  accomplish. 

The  official  ointment  is  of  sufficient  strength  for  all  ordinary 
sores,  while  10  to  20  grs.  to  1 oz.  will  be  found  strong  enough 
for  application  in  ogdithahnia ; 1 to  4 may  be  used  iov grannlar 
lids.  Its  anodyne  and  antiseptic  properties  render  it  a remedy 
of  great  value  for  burns,  where  the  gauze  soaked  in  glycerine 
and  water  and  covered  with  cotton  wool  and  oiled  silk  can  be 
used  with  benefit.  Marchand  found  that  it  prevents  the  for- 
mation of  the  giant  cells  in  tubercle,  and  it  certainly  has 
wonderful  power  when  applied  to  scrofulous  and  tuberculous 
abscesses  and  injected  into  Ijunphatic  growths.  _ . * , , 

Iodoform  ointment  has  been  proved  by  Grigorieff  to  be  a 
sjilcndid  remedy  for  scabies,  and  free  from  the  objections  of 

all  other  remedies.  _ . . , ■ ,4. 

It  has  been  recommended  as  an  inhalation  m pht/iisis , out 
the  internal  administration  in  4 to  3 gr.  jiills  in  the  writei  s 
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hands  has  given  most  satisfactory  results,  diminishing  expec- 
toration, checking  hectic,  and  allaying  cough  in  a way  which 
no  other  drug  ajipears  to  do.  It  seems  to  exert  its  healing 
antiseptic,  and  sedative  properties  upon  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  bronchi,  and  the  lining  of  the  air  cells  during  its  excre- 
tion by  this  tract.  In  a similar  way  it  may  be  expected  to 
prove  usefid  in  cystitis  and  vrethritis.  Recently  Testa  finding 
that  the  drug  increased  arterial  tension  and  acted  as  a diuretic, 
has  used  it  in  valvular  disease.  It  is  of  no  value  as  an  anthel- 
mintic as  has  been  stated  by  Sim,  but  success  has  followed  its 
use  in  some  cases  of  diabetes.  It  has  been  given  in  vlcer  of 
the  stomach  for  its  local  action.  Tonquin  bean,  musk,  and 
Peruvian  balsam  cover  its  nauseous  odour. 

lodum  externally  is  a valuable  counter-irritant,  weak  solu- 
tions causing  mild  rubefaction,  while  strong  preparations,  like 
the  liniment,  will  cause  vesication,  and  even  leave  an  un- 
sightly scar.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  very  w'e.ak  solutions 
(half  the  strength  of  the  tincture)  are  absorbed  when  applied 
to  the  skin,  and  finding  their  way  into  the  tissues  stimulate 
the  absorbent  vessels,  and  thus  aid  the  remov.al  of  (jlandidar 
swellinys  and  local  effusiovs.  The  liniment  applied  in  its 
strength,  is  found  to  cause  changes  of  position  in  the  corpus- 
cular elements  under  the  skin,  but  any  effect  produced  by  it  is 
not  owing  to  its  absorption,  but  to  its  counter  iiTitant  qualities. 
It  has  been  found  useful  in  chronic  glandnlar  enlargements,  in 
various  painful  affections  of  the  thoracic  nerves  and  muscles, 
and  painted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  small  local  inflammations 
it  often  arrests  the  suppurative  process.  It  is'  a powerful 
antiseptic,  and  the  liniment  will  destroy  the  parasitic  skin 
diseases. 

One  part  of  the  tincture  in  fifty  of  water  is  used  to  wash  out 
cysts  in  which  putrefactive  changes  are  going  on ; and  diluted 
with  an  equal  bulk  of  water,  or  alone,  the  ti7icture  is  injected 
into  the  serous  cavity  surrounding  the  testicle  in  order  to 
excite  adhesive  inflammation  and  work  a radical  cure  in  hydro- 
cele. 

The  vapour  of  iodine  is  used  for  inhalation  in  chronic  sup- 
purative  bronchial  .affections.  The  tincture  injected  into.w/fiZ 
brunchocelcs,  ejd.argcd  lymphatics,  and  various  glandular 
growths  (15  minims)  c.ause  their  .absorption. 

Iodine  is  a powerful  irritant  poison,  soon  producing  violent 
vomiting,  purging,  giddiness,  convulsions,  syncope,  'collapse, 
and  dc.ath. 

Internally,  iodine  in  the  free  state  is  not  often  used,  most 
authorities  believing  that  iodide  of  iiof.assium  possesses  all  the 
properties  of  the  metalloid,  without  I he  dis.advantage  of  it 


406 


THERAPEUTICS. 


Iodine. 


causing  gastric  irritation.  It  is  mucli  inferior  to  iodine  in  the 
treatment  of  scrofiila,  and  it  produces  results  in  malaria  where 
iodide  of  potassium  is  inert. 

Since  Iodide  of  Potassivm  is  the  form  in  which  iodine  is 
generally  prescribed  iuternallj’’,  its  use  will  here  be  referred  to. 
It  is  an  antiseptic  of  great  power.  Given  to  a healthy  man, 
iodide  of  potassium,  in  small  doses  gr.),  improves  the 
appetite  and  increases  the  weight  of  the  body.  It  is  rapidly 
absorbed,  and  probably  remains  as  iodide  of  sodium  in  the 
blood ; and  if  the  dose  is  increased,  and  taken  frequently,  a 
characteristic  group  of  symptoms  is  developed,  to  which  the 
name  of  iodism  is  given.  A brassy  taste  is  felt  in  the  mouth, 
the  amount  of  saliva  is  increased,  and  there  soon  appear  signs 
of  Irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  eye,  nose,  throat, 
and  bronchial  passages,  resembling  an  ordinary  catarrh, 
with  swelling  of  the  eyelids  ; the  brows  and  teeth  ache;  erup- 
tions like  acne,  purpura  or  urticaria  appear;  appetite  fails, 
nausea  and  diarrhoea  come  on ; waste  increases,  causing 
emaciation,  debility,  and  a sinking  feeling  at  the  bottom  of 
the  sternum ; sexual  power  is  destroyed,  and  the  urine  becomes 
increased  in  amount,  and  tuberculosis  may  supervene.  All  the 
glandular  organs  of  the  body  seem  to  be  stimulated  to  in- 
creased activity,  and  the  drug  has  been  said  to  cause  wasting 
of  the  mamma  and  testicle.  In  some,  the  symptoms  of  iodism 
cannot  be  produced,  as  patients  have  been  known  to  take  one 
dram  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  daily  for  several  months 
or  years.  It  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  salivary  glands, 
bronchial  membrane,  and  mammary  glands  ; and  Binz  believes 
that  whilst  being  eliminated,  and  also  whilst  being  carried  to 
the  different  tissues  of  the  body,  free  iodine  is  given  off.  It  is 
this  free  iodine  which  produces  all  the  effects  of  the  drug.  In 
this  way  the  irritation  of  the  eyes,  nose,  and  bronchial  mem- 
branes are  produced,  and  the  eruptions  are  probably  produced 
by  the  elimination  of  the  free  iodine  by  the  glands  of  the  skin. 

It  is  invaluable  in  many  scrofulons  states,  causing  the  ab- 
sorption of  various  efused  unhcalthii  j^i'odmctst,  either  by 
increasing  the  activity  of  the  absorbents  or  by  rendering  such 
products  more  fluid.  In  this  latter  way  it  acts  upon  the 
secretion  of  chronic  hroncMtis,  and  thus  becomes  one  of  our 
best  expectorants.  The  products  of  jdeuritis,  jmcvmonia,  and 
7)0 ri carditis  often  yield  to  moderate  doses  (6  grs.),  and  it  is 
the  best  remedy  for  the  early  stages  of  cirrhosis  of  the  li  ver 
and  lun//s.  Schmidt  has  used  it  with  success  internally,  along 
with  the  local  application  of  cold  io  goitres.  It  is  a strong 
fniaplirodisiac  and  antigalactagogue.  diminishing  the  secretion 
of  milk  satisfactorily  in  10  gr,  doses. 
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la  chronic  rheumatism,  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism,  aad  rheu- 
matoid arthritis  it  gives  good  results. 

la  large  doses  (20  grs.  aad  upwards)  iodide  of  potassium  has 
beeu  used  for  the  treatment  of  internal  aneurisms  beyond  the 
reach  of  surgery ; and  the  winter  has  seen  one  case  of  aortic 
aneurism  completely  cured,  under  the  care  of  Professor  Cuming, 
by  large  doses  of  the  iodide,  the  patient  afterwards  dying  from 
tubercle  of  the  lung ; the  sac  was  found  perfectly  solid.  It 
probably  acts  upon  the  coats  of  the  diseased  bloodvessel,  and 
may  affect  alterations  in  the  physical  qualities  of  the  blood  ; it 
also  leads  to  fibrinous  deposition  and  solidification.  It  may 
give  marked  relief  to  the  wearying  pains  caused  by  aneurisy- 
mal  growths  without  exercising  any  cure. 

Recently  it  has  been  used  with  apparent  success  in  the 
treatment  of  enteric  fever  on  the  Continent ; it  has  been  alleged 
(presumably  by  its  antiseptic  virtues)  to  cut  short  the  duration 
of  the  disease,  lowering  permanently  the  temperature  and  pulse, 
and  relieving  pain  and  diarrhoea. 

In  chronic  metallic  poisoning,  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
entering  the  blood,  meets  with  the  albuminates  of  mercury  or 
lead  stored  in  the  tissues,  and  by  forming  soluble  salts,  which 
are  eliminated,  the  system  is  purged  of  the  poisons. 

In  a somewhat  similar  way  iodide  .of  potassium  combines 
with  the  specific  poison  in  tertiary  syphilis  and  decomposes 
it.  Its  power  over  nervous  lesions,  the  result  of  syphilitic 
deposit,  is  rapid,  certain,  and  lasting ; gummata  melt  before 
its  influence,  and  hony  enlargements  of  a specific  origin  are 
often  speedily  reduced ; but  it  must  in  such  cases  be  pushed 
boldly  in  doses  of  20  to  40  grs.  Some  physicians  push  the  drug 
in  such  cases  to  the  extent  of  1 oz.  in  24  hours,  and  Seguin 
states  he  has  given  2 drs.  thrice  daily  to  patients  between  4 
and  8 years  old  without  any  bad  results  ; this  line  of  treatment 
he  speaks  of  as  the  “American.”  The  physician  will  seldom 
meet  with  cases  whore  such  doses  are  ever  necessary. 

The  same  effect  is  occasionally  noticed  as  was  mentioned 
about  mercury  in  congenital  syphilis— /.u.,  after  the  apparent 
destruction  of  the  specific  poison,  the  system  is  less  tolerant  of 
the  drug,  ft  appears  to  possess  little  influence  over  the  earlier 
stages  of  syphilis.  The  pains  of  rheumatoid  arthritis  are  often 
benefited  by  the  judicious  administration  of  the  iodide,  .and  it 
S])eedily  relieves  bronchial  asthma  depending  upon  simple 
catarrh.  It  acts  occasionally  .as  a powerful  diuretic  when 
other  remedies  fail,  but  it  is  uncertain,  and  must  be  given  in 
very  large  doses. 

The  treatment  of  hydrocephalus  by  iodide  of  pot.assium  has 
m.any  .advocates,  and  though  it  ai)pcars  to  have  some  control 
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over  the  amouHt  of  fluid  poured  out,  still  evidence  is  not 
forthcoming  to  prove  that  it  has  any  curative  influence. 

Half  a gi-ain,  with  10  minims  of  hippo  wine,  is  a valuable 
tonic  given  after  food.  Ammonia  increases  the  effect  of  iodide 
of  potassium,  and  when  the  dose  exceeds  a few  grains  it  should 
never  be  given  to  a fasting  patient. 

On  page  53  will  be  found  the  description  of  a method  by 
which  6 gi'S.  of  the  iodide  can  be  ordered  in  a pill. 


So-cLIxLL  5iv. 

a 5iv. 

c^cL  5vj. 

(^'LoJt  e^6_A.  ii. 

c,i.Q-o-^  e-^  a^cj^U-^  cLi-z^. 


Or. 


(^O-cLl,  jj. 

c^aJtlL.  az.cj^.z^z^  tz^  cLU, 

The  following  is  the  best  form  for  external  application 

z^o-cL-L 

^ Li^<l,tz^.n^z^  So-iLi-  yj. 

(^LoJt  t^o-eJ:<L^yA.z^ 


Large  doses  of  the  powdered  I’oot  cause  vomuuig™^^^^^ 
by  acting  upon  the  peripheral  extremities  of  the  pnei 
gLric  nerve  supplying  the  membrane  of  the  stomacb ^ ana 
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indirectly,  by  stimulating  the  medullary  centre,  which  pre- 
sides over  the  complex  act  of  vomiting;  this  effect  is  j^roduced 
either  by  the  hypodermic  injection  of  the  alkaloid  or  by  its 
internal  administration.  Its  emetic  action  is  too  slow  to  be  of 
use  in  poisoning,  but  it  is  highly  beneficial  in  crovy)  and 
bronchitis  in  children.  In  smaller  doses  (|-  gr.)  ipecacuanha 
acts  as  a direct  stomachic,  increasing  the  vascularity  of  the 
stomach,  and  promoting  the  flow  of  gastric  juice,  and,  com- 
bined with  the  same  quantity  of  iodide  of  potassium,  we  have 
one  of  the  best  remedies  for  atonic  dyspepsia.  Still  smaller 
doses  (1  min.  of  the  wine),  Kinger  affirms,  will  ciu-e  the  vomit- 
ing of  various  conditions,  as  pregnancy,  alcoholism,  migraine, 
&c.  In  larger  doses  (3  to  5 grs.),  the  powder  acts  as  a dia- 
phoretic, but  is  uncertain  unless  when  combined  with  opium 
— as  in  Dover’s  powder — and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  com- 
bination is  so  efficacious,  only  a grain  of  either  remedy  being 
in  each  dose,  while  much  larger  quantities  of  each,  separately, 
are  so  uncertain.  In'  diaphoretic  doses,  it  also  acts  very 
markedly  upon  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  causing  free 
secretion  of  thin  mucus  ; hence,  in  disease  it  is  one  of  the  best 
expectorants  we  possess.  The  increased  tough  secretion  of 
chronic  bronchitis  is  thus  rendered  more  fluid,  and  comes  up 
with  greater  ease  to  the  patient ; whilst  in  acute  attacks  the 
dry  inflamed  membrane  is  soon  covered  over  with  a moist  se- 
cretion after  the  administration  of  full  doses. 

Kossbach  demonstrated  the  exjjectorant  powers  of  emetine 
upon  the  exposed  tracheal  membrane,  as  previously  men- 
tioned on  page  327,  and  his  results  prove  it  to  be  almost  as 
valuable  as  apomorphine  in  bronchial  catarrhs,  croup,  and 
laryngitis.  It  is  especially  indicated  in  inflammatory  affections 
of  the  bronchial  membrane  in  childrcir,  assisting  the  expulsive 
action  and  diminishing  markedly  the  adhesiveness  of  the 
secretion  ; its  diaphoretic  effect  in  these  cases  being  also 
beneficial. 

In  winter-cough  there  is  no  remedy  more  efficacious  than 
ipecacuanha,  ami  a spray  of  equal  parts  of  the  wine  and  water 
has  been  most  successful  in  Eingcr’s  hands  in  various  bronchial 
ailments. 

The  writer,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Workman,  made  a scries 
of  experiments  on  the  action  of  various  remedies  u[)on  the  cilia 
of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane.  Though  a weak  solution 
of  ipecacuanha  succeeded  oftencr  and  more  clTectually  than 
any  other  remedy  in  restoring  the  movements  after  their 
ce.ssation,  the  results  were  far  from  satisfactory  or  conclusive. 

In  speaking  of  ciliary  excitants  on  page  322  the  probability 
of  medicinal  substances  assisting  expectoration  by  their  in- 
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fluence  upon  the  cilia  was  referred  to.  Indeed,  a study  of  the 
structure  of  the  ciliated  epithelial  cell  would  show  that  it  is 
hardly  possible  for  the  activity  of  the  cell  itself  to  be  markedly 
increased  without  the  cilia  participating. 

Ipecacuanha  has  been  given  in  nauseating  doses  in  various 
]i(cniovvliages  with  uncertain  success.  On  the  liver  tliis  remedy 
acts  as  a powerful  stimulant,  and  it  slightly  increases  the 
intestinal  secretion. 

In  dysentery,  in  the  acute  stage,  it  possesses  powers  which 
are  deemed  almost  specific ; it  should  be  given  in  doses  of  at 
least  20  to  GO  grs.,  and  the  stomach  seldom  rejects  it,  if  abso- 
lute rest  be  enjoined  and  liquids  sparingly  swallowed.  In  acute 
pneuimmia  doses  equally  large  have  been  given  with  good  results. 
The  new  official  wine  is  a great  improvement  on  the  old,  and  will 
more  than  sustain  its  reputation  as  a favourite  remedy  in  the 
ironcldal  affections  of  infancy.  It  has  some  influence  over 
mlwoyring -cough;  as  an  emetic,  the  wine  may  be  given  m tea- 
spoonful doses  every  15  minutes  to  a child  1 year  old,  or  5 
minims  may  be  administered  every  hour  in  bronchitis. 


( FothergilV s Dinner  Pill.) 

Fiat  nil.  “ The  same  dose  of  strychnine  may  be  substituted 
for  the  arsenic.”  Above  is  an  excellent  fillip  to  the  digestion. 


Jaborandi,  and  Pilocarpine— its  alkaloid— act  as  power- 
ful Sialagogues  and  Diaphoretics.  After  the  hypodermic  in- 
jection of  4 gr.  of  the  nitrate  of  the  alkaloid  marked  results 
follow  in  a few  minutes.  There  is  flushing  of  the  face  and 
neck,  beads  of  perspiration  appear  on  the  skin  of  these  parts 
and  rapiilly  extend  over  the  body,  and  soon  the  entu-e  cutan- 
eous surface  becomes  bathed  in  profuse  perspiration,  which 
may  pour  in  streams  for  some  hours  from  the  patient,  satuiatmg 
his  garments  or  soaking  the  bed  clothes.  Saliva  at  the  same 
time  commences  to  flow,  and  it  becomes  also  very  profuse. 
Other  secretions  are  augmented— the  tears,  bronchial  and  nasal 
mucus,  gastric  and  intestinal  juices,  the  cerumen  from  the 
ears,  the  urine,  and  if  a female  the  milk,  and  uterine  and 
vaginal  mucus  arc  increased.  The  blood  vessels  dilate  as  seen 
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by  tbe  throbbing  carotids,  the  pulse  quickens,  and  the  patient 
seems  warm;  soon,  however,  with  the  full  establishment  of  the 
perspiration  he  feels  cold  and  shivers,  the  pulse  slows  a little, 
while  the  blood  pressure  rises  and  finally  falls.  The  i^upils 
contract  and  the  accommodation  becomes  tense,  vomiting  and 
painful  forced  micturition  occur.  As  the  effects  pass  off  the 
pupils  may  dilate,  and  the  patient  feels  sleepy  and  exhausted, 
and  if  put  in  the  balance  may  be  found  to  have  lost  half  a 
stone  in  weight.  The  salivation  and  perspiration  are  the  result 
of  a stimulant  action  on  the  peripheral  terminations  of  the 
nerves  of  the  salivary  and  sweat  glands,  as  well  as  some  irri- 
tation of  the  centres  which  preside  over  these  organs,  the  other 
secreting  organs  are  probably  affected  in  the  same  duplex 
manner.  The  contraction  of  the  pupil  is  caused  by  the  irri- 
tation of  the  peripheries  of  the  third  nerve,  and  follows  also 
its  local  application.  The  spleen,  uterus,  bladder  and  intes- 
tinal muscular  fibres  contract,  and  in  large  doses  the  heart 
fails  through  paralysis  of  the  endings  of  the  vagus,  which  were 
at  first  stimulated,  the  ganglia  escaping.  The  bile  is  not  in- 
creased ; the  drug  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  bnt  not  by  the 
skin.  The  resphation  is  scarcely  affeeted.  The  writer  has 
sometimes  seen  collapse  and  alarming  prostration  speedily 
follow  the  hypodermic  injection  of  even  | gr. 

Nearly  all  the  effects  of  pilocarpine  are  antagonised  by 
atropine,  and  it  fails  to  produce  salivation  and  sweating  if  this 
latter  drug  has  been  previously  administered.  Atropin(rshould 
be  promptly  injected  if  alarming  symptoms  shewed  them- 
selves during  the  use  of  .Jaborandi  or  its  alkaloid. 

Pilocaipine  has  been  locally  applied  to  the  eye  in  (jlcLuconui, 
intra-ocular  JicemorrJuiffe,  iritis,  and  retinitis,  a”nd  good  results 
appear  to  have  followed  its  hypodermic  administration  in 
(Ictachinent  of  the  retina.  The  marked  effects  of  the  druo" 
on  the  skin  and  urine  have  led  to  its  use  in  a numerous 
list  ot  diseases.  Thus  in  ureemic  covui  .and  convulsions  the 
hypodermic  use  of  \ gr.  will  sometimes  save  life  by  the  ranid 
elirnmation  of  urea  and  other  products,  by  the  jicrspiration 
in  bright  .s  disease  the  hypodermic  injection  of  the  alkaloid 
01  grs.  of  the  extract,  or  1 oz.  of  the  infusion  given  bv  the 
mouth  gives  good  results  by  diminishing  blood  and  albumen 
a.nd  increasing  the  amount  of  urea.  In  the  same  wav  it 
diminishes  anasarca,  and  by  stimulating  the  kidneys  assists  in 


the 


removal  of  yiZcMra/  .and  jieritoncal  accumulations. 


In 


hronclual  .affections  it  produces  most  marked  effects,  even 
blocking  iq)  tlic  tubes  by  tlic  profii.se  secretion  which  it  crc.ates 

but  It  does  not  .achieve  .anything  whichapomorphine  .and  emetine 

will  not  perform  without  the  serious  drawback  of  its  action 
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upon  the  skin  and  saliva  (see  page  328).  Nevertheless  it  has 
been  used  in  asthma,  jiBrUissis,  bronchitis,  tonsillitis,  laryngitis 
and  diphtheria  ; in  diabetes,  amenorrh oea,  nterine  affections, 
syphilis,  in  poisoning  by  atropine,  and  in  chronic  poisoning 
by  ioddne,  arsenic,  lead  and  mercury  ; and  in  skin  diseases,  as 
prurigo  and  urticaria.  Under  its  use  the  hail  has  been  noticed 
to  gi'ow  rapidly,  and  it  has  been  given  to  cure  baldrms  vdih. 
some  success.  Hypodermic  injection  will  relieve  ordinary 
toothache. 

Small  doses  (J,,  gr.)  are  beneficial  in  the  sweating  oi phthisis 
and  large  doses  (|  gr.)  cause  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  may 
induce  labour.  Hydrophobia  has  been  successfully  treated  in 
a few  isolated  cases  by  its  use. 


Jalapa  is  a powerful  hydragogue  cathartic,  acting,  like 
scammony,  entirely  by  its  local  irritating  effects  upon  the 
intestine,  as  injection  of  its  active  principle  into  the  circulation 
has  no  effect  upon  the  bowel.  It  must  come  in  contact  with 
the  bile  to  bo  efiScacious  ; the  extract  and  resin  produce  con- 
siderable pain  and  griping;  the  compound  powder  ridll  be 
found  the  most  satisfactory  form_  for  givmg  the  drug,  and  it 
is  especially  in  anasarca  and  ascites  that  it  is  indicated.  It 
may  be  given  in  dram  doses,  stirred  up  in  a tumbler  of  water, 
or  swallowed  dry  in  wafer-paper.  The  resin  possesses  the  great 
advantages  over  the  root  in  being  less  bulky  and  less  nauseous, 
and  may  be  given  in  4 gr.  doses,  in  pill. 

Juniperi  Oleum. — A mild  stimulant  and  stomachic  in 
small  doses.  It  rapidly  enters  the  blood,  and  is  picked  out  by 
the  kidneys,  which  it  powerfully  stimulates,  carrying  ith  it 
increased  quantities  of  water  if  dmpsy  exist,  while  in  health  it 
may  even  diminish  the  quantity  of  water.  ^ It  excites  the 
aenital  orgayis,  and  seems  to  resemble  cantharides  when  given 
in  very  large  doses,  as  strangury  and  priapism  have  been 
known  to  follow  its  use.  The  spirit  makes  a good  addition  to 
diuretic  mixtures,  and  may  be  used  as  a substitute  foi  gin, 
which  it  resembles. 


Kamala  is  a cathartic,  2 drams  speedily  producing  copious 
evacu^ions  ; it  is,  however,  only  used  for  its  destructive  action 
upon  the  tape  worm,  killing  it,  and  afterwards  causing  its 
expulsion.  It  will  in  a like  way  destroy  himbncoids.  1 to  .. 
di'ams  should  be  taken  suspended  in  mucilage  or  gruel,  and,  it 
necessary,  a purgative  should  follow. 

Kino  is  a powerful  astringent,  containing  nearly  3 of  its 
wehdit  of  tannin ; it  acts  like  it,  and  is  useful  in  diarrhma.^, 
hrrmorrhagrs,  relaxed  throat,  or  when  the 

desirable.  The  compound  powder  is  an  excellent  preparation 
combining  with  the  astringency  of  kino  the  naicotic  effects  of 
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opium.  It  closely  resembles  ia  its  action  both  catechu  and 
krameria. 

Kousso.  (See  Cusso.) 

XCraniGricl. — Ehatany  is  a valuable  astringent  and  tonic, 
resembling  kino  and  tannin  in  its  action.  5 grs.  of  the  extract 
and  ^ gr.  morphine  made  into  a suppository  are  valuable  in  fissure 
aud  li^'olapse  of  the  anus;  and  a teaspoonful  of  the  tincture 
in  a wineglassful  of  water  makes  a valuable  wash  for  spongy 
gums,  relaxed  throat,  or  mercurial  stomatitis;  or  the  following 
may  be  used; — 


Lac. — Milk  is  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia  for  making 
scammony  mixture,  and  in  addition  to  its  nutritive  qualities 
it  is  especially  indicated  as  a diet  where  it  is  desirable  to 
diminish  as  much  as  possible  the  bulk  of  the  fmces.  Extern- 
ally it  is  emollient,  and  may  be  used  with  much  advantage  as 
a soothing  injection  in  inflamed  conditions  of  the  vagina  and 
lower  part  of  the  nech  of  the  uterus.  It  is  a good  vehicle  in 
which  to  administer  camphor  and  quinine. 

It  should  be  used  to  wash  out  the  stomach  in  poisoning  with 
corrosive  sublimate  and  sulphate  of  copper. 

Lactuca. — Lettuce  has  been  introduced  as  a substitute  for 
opium.  It  does  produce  feeble  narcotic  results,  acting  like 
this  drug,  but  its  clfccts  are  so  uncertain  that  it  could  be  well 
dismi.s.sed  from  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  unnecessary.  It  active 
l)rinciple — lactucariuin— may  be  taken  in  10  gr.  doses,  and 
possesses  feeble  diuretic  i)owers. 

Laricis  Cortex.— Larch  bark  is  a weak  astringent  con- 
taining tannin,  and  possesses  .some  power  in  dimini, shing  the 
l)rofuse  secretion  of  chronic  hronchitis.  On  being  eliminated 
by  the  bronchial  mucous  surface  it  is,  like  turpentine,  very 
Useful  in  Invmorrhage  from  this  membrane.  It  is  beneficial 
in  the  luemorrhage  of  purpura. 
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Laurocerasi  Folia,  though  often  used  as  a mere  flavouring 
ingredient,  contain  hydrocyanic  acid,  and  possess,  when  taken 
in  sufficient  doses,  all  the  powerful  sedative  properties  of  that 
drug.  The  “standardising”  of  the  aqua  in  the  new  B.P.  is  a 
great  improvement.  It  can  now  he  used  with  the  certainty 
that  it  always  contains  the  same  amount  of  acid.  (See  Acid. 
Hydi'ocyanic.) 

Lavandulae  Oleum  acts  as  an  antispasmodic,  like  the  fol- 
lowing ; it  is  seldom  used  except  as  a perfume,  and  the  tinc- 
ture is  prized  as  a colouring  ingredient,  and  enters  into  Fowlers 
solution,  which  undoubtedly  would  "be  better  without  it.  Five 
mmims  of  the  oil  on  sugar  will  rapidly  relieve  colic,  and  it 
can  be  given  in  combination  with  cajuput. 

Limonum. — The  oil  and  rind  of  the  lemon  are  used  in 
medicine  only  on  account  of  their  flavour,  though  in  5 to  10 
minim  doses  the  oil  is  a valuable  remedy  in  painful  and 
irreg'olar  contractions  of  the  intestinal  tube  caused  by  accumu- 
lations of  gas  produced  by  fermenting  food. 

A decoction  prepared  by  boiling  fresh  unpeeled  lemons, 
sliced,  is  regarded  as  a valuable  antiperiodic  possessing 
power  over  malaria.  (See  under  Acid.  Citric.,  p.  303,  where 
the  action  of  the  Succus  is  described.) 

Linum — Flaxseed  contains  a mucilaginous  principle,  which 
it  yields  to  boiling  water,  and  which  acts  as  a soothing  demul- 
cent when  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous 
membrane,  protecting  it  from  irritating  secretions.  It  has  re- 
puted expectorant  qualities,  which  probably  entirely  depend 
upon  its  action  on  the  throat  as  it  passes  through  on  its  way  to 
reach  the  stomach.  Large  doses  of  the  infusion  act  as  a diur- 
etic by  mildly  stimulating  the  kidneys,  and  a patient  with  an 
irritahlo  Madder  often  flnds  relief  from  it.  The  poultice 
affords  the  best  medium  for  applying  a continuous  moist 
warmth  to  local  inflammations  ; it  relieves  tension  and  pro- 
motes resolution,  whilst,  if  matter  has  already  formed,  it  will 
meet  with  less  difficulty  in  working  its  way  to  the  surface 
thi-ough  the  softened  tissues.  The  oil  is  laxative,  but  is  seldom 
given  except  as  an  enema.  Externally,  it  is  a favourite  appli- 
cation to  hums,  when  made  into  an  emulsion  with  lime  water, 
constituting  “ Carron  Oil.” 

Lithium — The  carbonate  and  citr.atc  of  this  clement  act 
like  the  corresponding  salts  of  potassium,  over  which  they  pos- 
sess the  great  advantage  of  being  less  caustic,  and  of  forining 
much  more  solnhlc  salts  loith  uric  acid.  The  urate  of  sodium, 
which  exists  so  largely  in  the  system  in  govt,  is  con^  cried  into 
the  more  soluble  urate  of  lithium,  which  acts  as  .a  diuretic  as 
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it  is  eliminated  by  tbe  kidneys.  Tbis  result  follows  the  use  of 
either  the  carbonate  or  citrate,  the  latter  being  changed  into 
the  former  in  the  system  ; and  a solution  of  the  carbonate  (1^ 
dr.  to  1 pint)  has  been  found  useful  by  Garrod  for  removing 
the  chalhtj  dejjosits  of  (j out.  The  prolonged  administration  of 
lithium  salts  will  dissolve  ru'ic  acid  calculi  in  this  way  ; hence 
they  are  called  lithontriptics. 

Nikanorotf,  who  has  been  studying  the  ph.armacology  of  these 
salts  recently,  has  demonstrated  that  they  differ  extremely  from 
potassium  salts  in  having  no  depressing  effect  on  the  heart, 
and  they  closely  resemble  sodium  salts  by  depriving  the  red 
corpuscles  of  their  hmmoglobin,  as  pointed  out  by  Botkin. 
When  introduced  into  the  stomach  he  found  them  eliminated 
by  the  urine  within  three  days  without  increasing  the  amount 
of  uric  acid. 

The  effervescing  liquor  is  the  most  agreeable  form  for  ad- 
ministering the  drug.  15  gi’s.  may  be  taken  in  this  way  each 
day. 

Lobelia  when  taken  in  large  doses  excites  vomiting,  de- 
presses, and  finally  pai-alyscs  the  respiratory  centre  and  peri- 
pheral endings  of  the  vagiis  in  the  heart,  and  causes  intense 
prostration  and  complete  muscular  relaxation,  acting,  like 
tobacco,  as  a powerful  narcotico-acrid  poison,  and  causing  death 
through  its  action  upon  the  respiration.  It  possesses  two 
very  decided  actions  which  are  useful  in  medicine — it  is  a 
powerful  Antispasmodic  and  Expectorant.  It  has  been  given 
in  bronchitis  and  asthma;  in  the  former  disease,  however,  it 
is  often  uncertain  and  disappointing,  unless  pressed  to  the 
verge  of  producing  its  physiological  effects ; in  the  latter  it 
occasionally  affords  marked  relief. 

Fourier  recently  has  reported  of  its  powers  in  cardiac 
dysjrnwa  and  ji'nlinonary  congestion;  and  combined  with  iodide 
of  potassium  in  bronchial  catarrh  and  catarrhal  asthma. 

Binger  recommends  dram  doses  of  the  tincture  every  hour; 
but  very  often  serious  depression  and  sickness  follow  these 
doses,  and  it  may  be  said  that  lobelia  only  pi’oduces  its  beirc- 
ficial  antispasmodic  effects  when  a dose  bordering  on  danger 
has  been  administered.  Small  doses  prove  very  useful  in 
relieving  spasm  of  the  bo7Vcl  caused  by  fmcal  accumulations. 
It  has  been  used  in  whooping-congh.  It  incre.ascs  the  action 
of  the  skin  and  kidneys,  acting  as  a diaphoretic  and  diuretic. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  antispasmodic  clfccts  of  lobelia 
may  not  be  intensified  by  narcotics,  and  the  combination  with 
opium,  morphine,  or  preferably  chlorodync,  will  give  s.atis- 
factory  results.  It  can  be  given  with  advantage  in  catarrhal 
asthma  along  with  apomorphinc. 
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Lupulus. — Hop  is  a valuable  stomachic,  increasing  the 
vascularity  of  the  gastric  membrane,  aiding  digestion  and 
promoting  appetite,  and,  by  its  slight  narcotic  effects,  it  pro- 
motes sleep  in  various  irritahle  or  (lelivious  conditions,  either 
when  taken  by  the  mouth  or  made  into  a pillow,  to  rest  the 
head  upon.  It  is  largely  owing  to  the  hop  contained  in  them 
that  malt  liquors  possess  their  tonic  properties.  A bag  filled 
with  the  dried  strobiles,  and  dipped  in  very  hot  water,  makes 
an  agreeable  fomentation  in  colic,  internal  pain,  or  local 
inflammation.  Lupuline,  in  6 gr.  doses,  is  the  best  form  for 
administration. 

Magnesia  and  its  carbonate  act  in  the  same  way;  entering 
the  stomach,  they  are  partly  dissolved  by  the  gastric  juice  and 
absorbed  ; the  residue  passing  do^^^l  the  bowel  is  converted 
probably  into  bicai’bonate  of  magnesium,  and,  actiug  like  the 
sulphate,  though  much  more  mildly,  it  purges  or  acts  as  a laxa- 
tive. The  antacid  properties  of  magnesia  are  serviceable  in 
acid  dys2>epsia  and  licartburn,  whilst  tastelessness  and  free- 
dom from  acrid  qualities  and  danger,  in  large  doses,  make  it  a 
favourite  ymrgatice  for  children.  The  carbonate  solution  is 
bitter,  and  is  less  liable  to  lead  to  the  formation  of  coneretions 
of  magnesia  in  the  colon,  than  the  lighter  powders.  Gregory’s 
powder  is  a valuable  antacid  laxative  tonic.  Magnesia  can  be 
given  in  2 dram  doses  in  milk  or  lemonade.  This  latter  in- 
creases greatly  its  purgative  qualities.  The  carbonate,  by 
giving  off  carbonic  acid  in  the  stomach,  has  local  sedative 
qualities  not  possessed  by  magnesia.  The  Liquor  Mag.  Garb,  is 
an  agreeable  and  mild  purgative,  and  affords  the  best  treat- 
ment for  acute  and  chronic  urticaria  in  the  adult,  and  for  the 
various  forms  of  nettle  rash  in  infancy  and  childhood  ; its  use 
will  gi\'e  satisfaction  more  frequently  than  any  other  remedy. 
It  m.ay  be  elegantly  combined  in  these  cases  with  tincture  of 
rhubarb. 
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(Dr.  Gref/ dry’s  Colic  Mixture.) 
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Magnesii  Sulphas  is  the  most  certain  and  safe  of  saline 
purgatives.  Professor  Hay  in  Ms  famous  experiments 
the  action  of  saline  cathartics,  which  have  thrown  a flood  of 
light  upon  this  portion  of  the  field  of  both  Physiology  and 
Pharmacology,  has  demonstrated  the  action  of  this  salt.  He 
found  that  it  produced  copious  intestinal  secretion,  according 
to  the  amount  of  the  dose  and  the  strength  of  the  solution. 
The  low  diffusibility  of  the  salt  prevented  the  absorption  of 
the  secreted  fluid,  and  thus  between  retarded  absorption  and 
stimulated  secretion  a large  amount  of  serous  fluid  accumulated 
in  the  bowel  until  the  quantity  of  liquid  amounted  to  about 
what  would  be  necessary  to  form  a 5 or  0 per  cent,  solution  of 
the  salt.  The  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowel  was  but  slightly 
increased,  and  this  increase  was  owing  to  the  distention  caused 
by  the  large  collection  of  secreted  fluid.  The  sulphate  was 
split  up,  and  the  acid,  being  more  easily  absorbed  than  the  base 
disappeared  partially  from  the  small  intestine,  to  return,  how- 
ever, shortly  afterwards.  Meairwhile,  the  base  (magnesia)  was 
grarlu.ally  undergoing  aljsorption,  but  never  pursued  the  same 
peculiar  course  of  absorption  and  excretion  as  did  the  acid. 
In  this  way  he  explains  the  remarkable  fact,  that  one-fourth 
of  a purgative  dose,  if  injected  into  the  veins,  will  cause  death, 
but  when  swallowed  the  salt  is  split  up  in  the  canal,  the  toxic 
or  basic  p.art  entering  the  blood  so  gradually  that  it  has  time 
to  be  excreted  by  the  kidneys.  These  important  results  were 
obtained  with  phosphate  .and  sulphate  of  sodium  ami  sulphate 
of  magnesium.  It  was  th.at  portion  of  the  salt  which  remained 
within  the  tube  that  caused  the  secretion  of  intestinal  fluid, 
and  not  the  portion  absorbed  into  the  blood.  When  tlic  salt 
was  injected  into  the  blood  directly,  purg.ation  did  not  follow, 
but  rajiid  poisoning  by  profound  depression  of  both  heart  and 
respiration  soon  supervened.  The  fluid  accumulated  in  the 
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intestine  after  the  administration  of  sulphate  of  magnesium, 
and  sodium  at  the  expense  of  the  fluid  part  of  the  blood,  which 
afterwards  recouped  itself  from  the  fluid  of  the  various  tissues. 
The  weaker  the  solution  of  the  salt  administered,  the  less  fluid 
was  extracted;  and  if  less  than  5 per  cent,  solution  were  su'al- 
lowed,  no  increase  in  the  intestinal  secretion  from  the  blood 
occurred.  If,  however,  a vt-vy  concentrated  solution  were 
given,  and  the  canal  were  quite  emi^ty,  and  no  water  were 
swallowed  before  or  after  the  dose,  a profuse  pouring  out  of 
intestinal  secretion,  and  subsequent  concentration  of  the  blood, 
soon  followed.  The  value  of  these  experiments  is  very  great, 
when  we  apply  the  knowledge  derived  from  them  to  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  Thus  we  see  that  after  fasting,  a large  dose 
(say  1 to  2 oz.  sulphate  of  magnesium  dissolved  in  its  omi 
weight  of  water)  will  cause  almost  as  free  depletion  as  if  the 
lancet  were  used. 

Prof.  Hay  obtained  good  results  when  used  in  this  way 
in  dropsies  and  for  the  removal  of  large  serous  accumu- 
lations. The  rapid  withdrawal  of  so  much  serous  fluid  from 
the  blood  being  speedily  followed  by  the  extraction  of  large 
quantities  of  the  transuded  fluid  from  the  areolai’  tissue  or 
peritoneal  cavity.  Of  the  various  methods  by  which  sul- 
phate of  magnesium  may  be  used  to  produce  its  ordinary  pur- 
gative effects,  none  equals  the  use  of  Friedrichshall  bitter 
water.  This  valuable  purgative,  in  addition  to  the  sulphate, 
contains  a large  quantity  of  the  chloride  of  magnesium,  as  well 
as  chloride  and  sulphate  of  sodium,  and  other  salts  which  act 
as  mild  stimulants  to  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowel,  so 
essential  to  the  thorough  evacuation  of  the  entire  canal. 

Friedrichshall  water,  by  thus  increasing  both  the  secretion 
and  the  peristaltic  action,  produces  a result  in  ch  ronic  coiiMi- 
yyation  not  unlike  cascara  in  some  respects;  and  the  writer,  by 
watching  its  effects,  has  found  that  the  dose  need  not  neces- 
sarily be  increased,  as  is  the  case  with  most  purgatives.  It, 
moreover,  acts  upon  the  liver,  and  by  keeping  the  skin  warm 
or  cold  after  its  administration,  valuable  (liajihoretic  or 
(Uureiic  effects  may  be  produced  b}-  small  doses  (2  oz.)  diluted 
freely.  If  given  fasting  its  action  upon  the  bowel  is  marked, 
whilst  if  administered  after  meals  in  even  small  quantities  it 
increases  the  amount  of  the  urine  and  urea  and  lessens  the 
uric  acid.  Under  the  regular  use  of  small  doses  (1  oz.)  a sur- 
prising increase  in  the  bulk  of  the  fmces  results  and  the  appe- 
tite becomes  markedly  increased.  In  congestion  of  the  2fortol 
system,  the  sulphate  of  magnesium  or  Friedrichshall  water  is 
the  speediest  and  safest  cathartic. 
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The  carbonate  may  be  well  combined  with  the  sulphate, 
and  if  administered  in  peppermint  water,  makes  a palatable 
and  effieacions  piu-gative,  suitable  in  many  diseased  conditions. 

Manganese  Salts  act  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  iron, 
but  possess  no  advantage  over  it.  They  are  used  in  ampwr- 
rhcea,  gast rodynia,  and  ancemia  by  some.  The  black  oxide  is 
merely  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia  for  making  chlorine. 
When  injected  into  the  eirculation  Robert  found  that  the 
paralysis  of  reflex  action  which  resulted  was  produced  by  the 
destruction  of  the  transverse  conducting  power  of  the  cord. 
Death  resulted  from  eardiac  depression.  For  the  action  of 
Permanganate  of  Potassium  see  under  Potassium. 

Manna  acts  as  a mild  purgative  or  laxative,  and  was  for- 
merly much  used  for  children.  It  causes  flatulent  distention 
and  gi’iping  from  its  irritation  of  the  bowel.  It  may  be  given 
with  great  advantage  in  infusion  of  senna. 

Marmor  Album  is  used  for  making  carbonic  acid  gas. 

Mastiche  possesses  in  a feeble  degree  the  stimulating  pro- 
perties of  the  turpentines.  It  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys, 
and  is  used  to  lessen  the  profuse  discharge  in  chronic  supyrnr- 
ative  inJlammatUm  of  the  bronchi.  It  has  been  long  used  in 
the  East  as  a masticatory  to  perfume  the  breath,  and  it  retains 
a place  in  the  eomposition  of  various  modern  dental  prepara- 
tions, and  is  used  by  the  pharmaeist  as  an  ingredient  in  some 
pill  masses,  to  which  it  gives  firmness  and  body. 

Maticae  Folia  possesses  aromatic  and  tonic  properties  of  a 
low  order.  It  is  seldom  preseribed  internally,  except  with  the 
idea  of  its  acting  like  cubebs  upon  the  inflamed  'urethral  sur- 
face. It  is  used  as  a local  application  to  bleeding  jjoints,  and 
the  leaf  was  supposed  to  act  in  this  way  on  account  of  its 
reticulated  structure  ; but  the  impalpable  powder  acts  as  a 
local  astringent,  and  is  valuable  in  treating  leech  bites  and 
small  bleeding  wounds.  Its  astringency,  however,  is  not  owing 
to  the  traces  of  tannin  which  it  contains,  but  probably  to  its 
volatile  oil. 

Mel  Depuratum  is  seldom  used  in  medicine,  except  as  a 
vehicle  for  more  .active  remedies.  In  large  doses  it  .acts  as  a 
mild  la.xativc.  It  has  been  praised  for  its  expectorant  (jua- 
litics,  which,  if  they  exist,  are  probably  owing  to  its  local  effect 
upon  the  throat  and  f.auccs,  acting  as  a ciliary  excitant  by 
impressing  the  terminal  filaments  of  the  nerves,  .and  by  reflex 
.aetion  alfecting  slightly  the  secretion  in  the  cells  of  the  bron- 
chial mucous  mcmi)r.anc.  Externally,  honey  has  been  used  as 
a protective  application  to  boils  and  excoriations,  Itscllicacy 
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in  aphthous  states  of  the  mouth  entirely  depends  upon  the 
borax  with  which  it  is  associated,  pure  honey  aggravating  the 
condition  of  matters  when  applied  alone.  It  has  antiseptic 
properties  like  sugar.  Oxymel  is  used  as  a cough  syrup>,  and 
probably  its  action  is  purely  local. 

Menthae  Piperitse  Oleum  and  Menthas  Viridis  Oleum 

— Identical  in  action,  these  grateful  aromatics  are  rapidly  ab- 
sorbed into  the  system,  and  behave  as  mild  diffusible  stimu- 
lants. Coming  into  contact  with  the  gastric  mucous  membrane, 
they  exercise  at  first  a stimulating  and  afterwards  a local  seda- 
tive or  ancEsthetic  effect,  dispelling  nausea  and  correcting 
'uneasiness.  They  coiTect  the  irregular  painful  sensations 
caused  by  accumulations  of  Jiatus,  giving  speedy  relief,  pro- 
bably through  a reflex  act  by  driving  on  the  imprisoned  gas. 
In  a somewhat  similar  way  the  g7‘ij]i)ig  of  cathartics  is  obviated 
without  diminishing  their  purgative  effects.  Half  a teaspoon- 
ful of  the  essence  or  5 minims  of  the  oil  may  be  given  in 
a little  hot  water  and  sugar,  and  repeated  every  hour  if  neces- 
sary. 

Externally,  when  applied  undiluted,  these  oils  produce  ances- 
thcsia  and  relieve  the  pain  of  superficial  neu  ralgias. 

Menthol  is  a powerful  Antiseptic  and  local  Anfesthetic. 
When  applied  to  the  skin  it  destroys  sensation,  producing 
numbness  without  corrosive  action,  and  thus  relieves  when 
painted  over  the  com'se  of  painful  nerves,  as  in  neuralgia, 
sciatica,  imA  gilcurndynia.  It  relieves  toothache  when  applied 
to  the  carious  cavity,  and  is  a parasiticide  when  applied  to 
various  skin  diseases. 

Mezerei  Cortex — ^Used  now  only  as  an  irritant ; when 
applied  externally  it  causes  inflammation  of  the  skin  and  raises 
the  cuticle  like  cautharides,  though  uncertain  and  slow  in  its 
action.  It  has  diuretic  properties,  and  was  at  one  time  sup- 
posed to  act  as  an  antidote  to  the  poisons  of  syphilis  and 
rheumatism,  and  to  be  useful  in  inveterate  skin  diseases — pro- 
perties which  experience  has  failed  to  substantiate. 

Mica  Panis — Bread-crumb  is  not  introduced  into  the  Phar- 
macopoeia on  account  of  its  nutritious  properties,  but  rather 
for  the  sake  of  its  physical  qualities.  It  is  employed  as  a 
soothing  application  in  the  form  of  a poultice  to  local  inflam- 
mations, as  it  absorbs  and  retains  a considerable  quantity  of 
hot  water.  Bread-crumb  is  also  a very  good  excipient  for  pill 
masses,  giving  both  firmness  and  toughness  to  brittle  pills ; 
when  used  to  make  argent,  nit.  into  pills  its  chloride  of  sodium 
should  be  removed  by  washing. 
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Mori  SUCCUS — Mulberry  juice  is  a mild  laxative  when  taken 
in  quantity.  It  contains  tartaric  acid,  and,  like  it,  acts  as  a 
refrigerant  in  fchrile  conditions,  probably  allaying  thirst  by  its 
local  action  on  the  parched  throat  and  fauces.  The  syrup  is 
the  form  in  which  it  is  usually  administered,  but  it  is  seldom 
used  except  to  impart  its  beautiful  lake  colour  to  mixtines. 

Morphine.  (See  under  Opium.) 

Morrhuse  Oleum  is  an  easily-digested  fat,  possessing  very 
high  nutritive  qualities.  Its  great  etBciency  as  a restorative 
agent  in  wasthui  diseases  depends  to  some  extent  upon  its 
power  of  aiding  the  assimilation  of  other  foods,  which  would 
not  be  absorbed  except  in  its  presence.  It  is  more  easily 
absorbed  than  any  other  oil  or  fat.  After  meeting  with  the 
pancreatic  juice  and  bile,  it  readily  emulsifies  and  enters  the 
lacteal  vessels  more  easily  than  other  oleaginous  substances, 
and  it  appears  to  have  the  power  of  bringing  along  with  it  the 
oily  and  nitrogenous  elements  of  the  food.  Digestion  is  thus 
considerably  facilitated,  the  blood  corpuscles  are  augmented, 
the  weight  of  the  body  is  increased,  and  a stimulus  is  given 
to  healthy  cell  formation,  which,  to  some  extent,  depends  upon 
fat  supply.  It  is  a valuable  expectorant,  and  Brunton  believes 
that  it  acts  by  nourishing  the  newly  formed  cells  in  bronchitis, 
which  otherwise  could  not  take  on  the  character  of  mucous 
cells. 

The  gi’cat  utility  of  cod-liver  oil  in.  wastinff  diseases  is 
beyond  dispute,  and  often  its  effects  are  decidedly  curative  in 
some  forms  of  chronic  phthisis,  and  in  conditions  like  scrofula, 
syphilis,  and  rickets,  depending  upon  defective  nutrition  or 
errors  in  assimilation. 

By  directly  supplying  fat,  which  is  an  important  elemeirt  in 
the  composition  of  the  nervous  system,  cod-liver  oil  is  bcncficiar 
in  nervous  exhamtion  and  neurahjia,  and  hastens  repair  in 
various  structural  and  functional  aliections  of  the  nerve  centres. 
In  a similar  way,  by  supplying  fat  where  there  is  much  mus- 
cular wear  and  tear,  the  body  weight  is  kc])t  up;  and  recent 
physiological  research  shows  that  fats  arc  directly  and  easily 
converted  into  muscular  force,  and  that  prolonged  exertion 
can  be  maintained  on  oils  alone. 

The  chemical  constituents  found  in  cod-liver  oil  have  been 
constantly  regarded  as  affording  a satisfactory  cxjilanation  of 
its  effects  in  directly  increasing  the  weight  of  the  body  and 
combating  disease  ; but  the  small  amount  of  iodine  is  too  in- 
significant to  account  for  its  action,  and,  moreover,  iodine  docs 
not  produce  the  beneficial  results  of  the  oil  when  given  alone. 
The  biliary  matter  contained  in  cod-liver  oil  undoubtedly  assists 
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the  absorption  of  the  oil  and  hastens  its  passage  through  animal 
membranes. 

The  writer  found,  as  a result  of  carefully  weighing  the  sub- 
jects of  disease  under  a course  of  cod-liver  oil,  that  they  m- 
creased  considerably  more  than  the  iveight  of  the  oil  taken  by 
them.  This  holds  good  also  in  health,  and  does  not  appear  to 
be  explained  by  the  increase  of  aj^petite  w'hich  it  often  pro- 
duces. It  is  probable  that  the  oil,  by  its  biliaiy  constituents, 
causes  the  absorption  and  assimilation  of  food  elements  not 
usually  finding  their  way  into  the  lacteals,  and  nourishes  the 
body  independent  of  its  own  highly  nutritious  qualities.  The 
many  diseases  for  which  this  remedy  appears  to  act  as  a spe- 
cific depend  upon  some  deep-seated  error  in  assimilation, 
which  is  removed  by  the  continued  irse  of  this  valuable  food 
and  medicine.  Hence  the  slowness  of  its  action  in  cases  of 
chronic  rheiimatic  arthritis,  Inpus,  gjsoriasis,  &c.,  as  it  must 
fii’st  remove  the  condition  upon  which  these  ailments  depend 
before  any  improvement  is  noticed  in  the  symptoms. 

Cod-liver  oil  should  not  be  given  in  febrile  conditions  of  the 
system,  nor  in  ii-ritable  or  catarrhal  affections  of  the  stomach 
and  intestines — its  administration  in  such  cases  being  often 
productive  of  mischief.  Phthisis,  accompanied  by  high  tem- 
perature, is  not  benefited  by  it,  but  a slight  degi-ee  of  fever 
should  not  prevent  its  administration  if  the  digestive  organs 
are  healthy;  and  if  in  such  cases  an  effervesemg  mixture  of 
bicarbonate  of  potassium  with  lemon  juice  be  given  with  a 
minute  quantity  of  morphine  for  three  or  four  days  the  oil  ivill 
be  often  relished  afterwards,  and  the  febrile  symptoms  and 
discomfort  frequently  disappear. 

No  advantages  follow  the  mode  of  giving  cod-liver  oil  in 
large  doses  except  that  the  surplus  quantity  generally  acts  as 
a mild  purgative,  but  it  often  upsets  the  stomach  and  causes 
slight  congestion  of  the  liver.  Tcaspoonf  ul  doses  will  be  found 
enough  to  begin  with  in  all  cases,  and  it  is  a good  rule  to  con- 
fine its  administration  to  bed-hour  for  the  first  few  days.  It 
should  always  be  given  soon  after  a meal. 

Various  plans  are  suggested  to  cover  its  taste,  and  many 
forms  are  vaunted  for  this  purpose,  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
efficacy  of  the  oil  is  diminished  by  the  saponification  and 
chemical  changes  which  it  undergoes  in  producing  many  of 
the  so-called  emulsions.  The  combination  with  extract  of 
malt  is  a valuable  one. 

It  can  be  emulsified  by  gum  acacia  or  tragacanth,  and 
flavoured  with  cinnamon,  lemon,  or  bitter  almond.  This  latter 
is  the  best,  but,  as  a rule,  it  is  advisable  to  begin  with  the  oil 
in  small  doses,  and  leave  the  vehicle  to  the  taste  or  caprice  of 
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the  patient,  who  may  try  water,  milk,  coffee,  wine,  orange 
juice,  beer,  punch,  &c.,  according  to  fancy.  Below  will  be 
found  a formula  for  an  emulsion  containing  one-thii'd  of  its 
bulk  of  cod-liver  oil,  in  no  way  injured  by  the  ingredients 
used  for  its  emulsification.  Some  patients  can  swallow  the  oil 
without  any  trouble,  but  the  unpleasant  eructations  af  terwaixls 
cause  intense  discomfort.  In  these  cases  the  addition  of  any 
flavouring  ingredient  is  a mistake,  and  the  only  preventative 
(if  the  patient  can  tolerate  it)  is  to  hold  the  oil  in  the  mouth 
for  a time,  and  cause  it  to  be  thoroughly  mixed  with  saliva  by 
moving  the  tongue  round  the  inside  of  the  cheeks.  Where  this 
can  be  tried,  the  oil  mil  be  found  to  rapidly  digest  and  give 
no  subsequent  trouble. 

When  no  method  can  be  found  by  which  the  oil  is  retained 
in  the  stomach,  then  recourse  must  be  had  to  inunction  ; two 
to  foiu-  drams  should  be  rubbed  into  the  skin  after  a hot  bath 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  good  often  follows  this  practice! 
The  process  of  inunction  is  of  the  greatest  use  in  the  wasting 
diseases  of  children.  After  about  one  tablespoonful  is  well 
rubbed  into  the  skin  of  the  abdomen,  a deep  flannel  binder 
should  be  put  on.  This  in  a few  days  becomes  saturated  with 
the  oil,  and  should  be  covered  with  as  much  thin  mackintosh 
as  will  surround  the  body.  The  inunction  .should  be  repeated 
twice  a day,  and  the  flannel  should  be  changed  not  oftener 
than  once  a fortnight. 

The  writer  is  satisfied  that  by  the  persistent  and  intellio'ent 
application  of  the  oil  in  this  manner  results  may  be  obtained 
of  the  most  valuable  and  lasting  description.  The  hypodermic 
injection  of  the  oil  may  be  tried  as  recommended  by  Shoemaker 
tor  other  oils. 


R. 


M. 
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Moschus  is  a diffusible  stimulant,  acting  directly  upon  the 
nervous  system  and  dispelling  spasm.  It  has  enjoyed  some 
reputation  in  low  febrile  and  typhoid  states  with  gi-eat  nervous 
excitement  followed  by  pvostvatwn  and  collapse.  It  acts  as  a 
stimulant  to  the  respiratory  centre.  It  has  also  been  used  in 
various  disorders  supposed  to  be  of  spasmodic  origin.  The 
dose  (10  to  20  gi’s.)  costs  so  much  that  the  use  of  the  drug  is 
now  practically  confined  to  cases  of  such  gravity  that  there 
is  little  opportunity  given  to  test  its  questionable  properties, 
and,  moreover,  it  is  difficult  to  get  it  free  from  adulteiation. 

Myristica— is  a well-known  aromatic  stomachic 
remedy  used  for  its  agreeable  flavour.  In  small  doses  (10 
grs.)  it’  acts  as  a stimulant  to  the  stomach  by  increasing 
the  flow  of  the  gastric  juice,  aiding  digestion  and  promoting 
the  desire  for  food.  In  the  same  way  it  acts  further  down  the 
canal  by  dispelling  accumulations  of  gas  and  relieving  colic 
and  spasm.  In  large  doses  it  is,  x jjowerful  and  even  dangerous 
7iarcef/c,  acting  upon  the  cerebrum  and  producing  symptoms 
like  those  following  poisonous  doses  of  camphor,  v'lz.,  vertigo, 
giddiness,  and  coma. 

Mvrrha  possesses  the  power,  in  common  with  other  ^m 
resins,  of  stimulating  mucous  surfaces,  and  so  influencing  then- 
relaxed  conditions  in  disease  that  the  abundant  secretion  is 
checked:  thus  bronchial  catarrh  and  chronic  cystitis  axQ  im- 
proved; and  it  appears  likewise  to  relieve  Icncorrhaa  Arid 
diminish  excessive  secretion  from  the  cervical  mneons  surface. 
Its  reputed  emmenagogue  properties  appear  to  rest  upon  verj 

questionable  foundation.  . , , • 

^ Locally,  myrrh  has  a very  beneficial  tome  action  upon 
diseased  mucous  surfaces,  and  may  be  applied  to 
and  aphthous  conditions  of  the  tongue.  iiZceis  aie  like- 
wise benefited  by  it.  , • ^ 

Nectandrae  Cortex-An  astringent  tonic.  (Sec  Bcbenne.) 
TsTitm-fflvcerine  acts  like  Nitrite  of  Amyl,  but  its  effects 
arfmoie  peSnt  One  or  two  of  the  official  tablets  cause, 
fn  atou?  3 minutes,  throbbing  and  fulness  of  the  head  soon 
sprra<hng  over  the  entire  body  ; the  increase  in  the  pulse  rate 
and  flushing  of  the  face,  is  considerably  less  than  what  lesults 
from  amvl  ^ The  blood  pressure  falls,  the  temperature  is  but 
iSrclepre'scd  in  ordinary  doses,  but  giddine^and  severe 
hpidnche  often  last  for  a considerable  time,  tt  tne 
dose  of  nitW-glyccrine  be  increased  the  pulse  and  rcsp'rution 
no  o-roatlv  quickened,  paralysis  of  the  motor  and  sciuoi 
clbfcfShS”  c»cl  o-eeb;,.  the  heart  hccomes  ver^much 
weakened,  and  the  respiration  slower,  and  finally  death 
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paralysis  of  the  respiratory  centre  supervenes,  and  the  blood 
assumes  a dark  chocolate  colour,  as  in  poisoning  with  nitrite 
of  amyl  and  nitrites  of  sodium  and  potassium. 

Dr.  Hay  has  recently  investigated  these  substances  from  a 
chemical  standpoint,  and  he  believes  “that  he  is  warranted  in 
concluding  that  the  activity  of  nitro-glycerine  is  due  to  the 
nitrous  acid  which  is  formed  by  its  decomposition  within  the 
body.”  He  shows  that  the  astonishing  activity  of  so  small  a 
dose  as  grain  of  this  substance  is  owing  to  its  being  .ab- 
sorbed unaltered  by  the  stomach,  which  decomposes  to  a great 
extent  the  ordinary  nitrites,  and  the  nascent  nitrous  acid 
formed  by  its_  final  decomposition  in  the  blood  and  tissues 
exerts  a more  incisive  action  than  the  nitrous  acid  of  a nitrite. 
(Hitro-glycerine  is  a nitrate  of  glyceryl.) 

Murrell  has  found  that  excellent  results  follow  its  adminis- 
tration in  angina,  where  its  action,  though  not  so  prompt,  is 
much  more  lasting  than  that  of  amyl.  One  tablet  may  be  given 
every  3 or  4 hours,  and  the  dose  gradually  increased  till  3,  4, 
or  G be  taken  during  the  threatening  of  an  attack.  It  has 
been  successfully  used  in  epilepsy,  Bright's  disease,  neuralgia, 
inierperal  eclampsia,  asthma,  migraine,  Ac.  It  has  been  used 
rinth  some  success  when  given  with  elaterin  in  myxodema,  and 
it  has  the  power  by  dilating  the  blood-vessels  of  the  body  to 
cut  short  attacks  of  ague,  renal  and  hepatic  colic.  It  may  be 
^ven  in  1 to  3 or  5 minim  doses  of  a 1 per  cent,  solution,  but 
the  elegant  official  tablets  introduced  first  by  Martindale 
answer  every  purpose.  They  are  useful  in  .sea-sickness. 


Nux  Vomica,  and  Strychnine,  its  active  principle,  were 
found  by  Magendie  to  act  directly  upon  the  spinal  cord.  When 
given  in  moderate  doses,  strychnine  is  found  to  act  as  a mild 
stimulant  or  exciter  of  the  centres  of  those  nerves  goiim  to 
supply  the  striped  muscular  tissues  of  the  body.  Exiicriiuent 
proves  that  its  characteristic  effects  arc  not  prodimcd  1^^  i s 
action  upon  the  brain  nor  upon  the  muscles  lhemsc?ves,^noi 

X only  upon  that  part  of 

the  cold  where  the  motor  centres  are  situated.  A laro-e  dose 
acts  as  a violent  irritant  to  this  part  of  the  nervous  system 
and  also  to  the  vaso-motor  and  respiratory  centres,  cLsino- 
convulsions  of  all  the  voluntary  muscles,  soon  followed  liy 
spasm  of  the  rcspir.atory  aiijiaratus,  and  causing  death  1,y 
rigidity  of  the  diaphragm  and  thoracic  muscles.  ^ 


strychnine  poisoning  the  motor  nerves  arc 
found  to  be  imiiaired,  and  the  experiments  of  Viilpian  and 
otheis  prove  tins  jiaralysis  to  be  owing  to  the  exhaustion 
cau.scd  l>y  tlic  violent  contractions  [ircccdiug  death,"  and  only 
C 2 
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slightly  tlirough.  a direct  action  of  the  poison  upon  the  nerves 
tliGmsslvcs, 

T1i6  Vtiso-motor  centre  is  stimulfitecl,  a.iicl.  tlie  arterial  pies- 
sure  rises.  This  rise  is  exaggerated  by  the  asphyxial  condition 
induced  by  the  convulsions,  the  blood  being  loaded  with  LU2, 
which  ii-ritates  the  vaso-motor  centre  still  more.  The  violent 
contraction  of  the  muscles  retard  the  circulation  in  the  adja- 
cent vessels,  and  the  blood  pressure  is  thus  further  increased. 
The  cardiac  ganglia  are  stimulated  ; and  the  least  stimulus,  as 
a draft  of  air,  produces  powerful  reflex  spasms. 

The  symiitoms  closely  resemble  those  of  tetanus,  but  rigidity 
does  not  begin  in  the  muscles  of  the  jaw ; the  convulsions  are 
tonic  in  tetanus,  and  clonic  in  strychnine  poisoning. 

The  nhenomena  after  the  administration  of  strychnine  come 
on  rapidly,  and  soon  pass  off,  or  are  fatal ; and  there  is  no 
history  of  a wound  or  operation,  as  in  tetanus. 

Small  doses  after  a time  stimulate  the  sensory  nerve  centres, 
so  that  ordinary  sensations  are  felt  with  uniisual  sharpness 
and  keenness.  The  special  senses  and  mental  faculties  thus 
arc  also  quickened.  In  large  or  poisonous  doses  the  mmd  1. 
not  further  affected  but  remains  clear  to  the  last. 

Owing  to  its  stimulating  action  upon  the  reflex  function  of 
the  cord,  strychnine  is  useful  in  the  treatment  of  many  neu- 
rotic affections.  In  iMralysis  it  is  invaluable  when  given  m 
qnitable  cases.  Thus,  in  hemiplegia,  paraplegia  ot  lenix 
-origin  and  in  various  forms  of  Zocaf  stiychnine  is 

th/most  serviceable  remedy  we  possess ; .ox 

myen— (1)  in  recent  cases  ; (2)  whilst  rigidity  exists , or  (3) 
fn  cerebral  paralysis  with  continuance  of  head  symptoms , (4) 
nor  is  it  of  much  use  where  great  wasting  or  fatty  degeneia- 
tion  of  the  affected  muscles  is  present ; nor  (0)  where  the 
muscles  do  not  respond  to  the  electric  current. 

Various  spasmodic  diseases_  are  said  to  be  cured  by  strych- 

ttc  alimcntaY-  C»™1| 

u • ixnrf>  hitter  it  increases  the  tone  and  vascularity  of 
tirsim?rimpm^  and  promotes  digestion  ; and 

in  ““If™;  “'ll  ellSSnc. 

ailording  a valuable  addition  to  purgatives.  These  effects  arc 
so  marked  that  occasionally  the  stools  are  much  altcicd  in 


Nux  Vomica. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


427 


size,  and  may  he  seen,  to  ])resent  the  attcnnated  appearanoe 
observed  in  stricture  of  the  rectum. 

In  the  same  way,  mix  vomica  or  strychnine  proves  useful  in 
yyrolapsus  of  the  anus  and  atony  of  the  bladder,  and  has  a 
strong  aphrodisiac  effect,  and  is  useful  in  sexxial  debility. 
Functional  amaurosis  often  very  rapidly  yields  to  strychnine 
(.loses.  By  stimulating  the  respiratory  centre  it  relieves 
the  night  sxveats  of  jihthisis. 

In  local  paralysis,  the,  hypodermic  injection  of  strychnine 
will  be  generally  found  to  give  splendid  results.  From  to 
jjr  of  a grain  injected  into  the  muscular  substance  is  soon 
followed  by  increased  growth  and  power.  As  a rule,  it  is  said 
to  be  useless  in  cases  where  the  muscles  will  not  respond  to 
the  slowly  interrupted  current,  but  beneficial  results  vdll  un- 
doubtedly, follow  its  use  in  many  cases  where  electrical  stimu- 
lation cannot  be  detected.  Barwell  injects  to  jh  of  a grain 
m vnfautile  paralysis,  but  it  is  not  advisable  to  beo-in  with 
more  than  two  or  thi'ee  minims  of  the  official  liquor.  ° 

Stiychnine  accumulates  in  the  system  by  causing  cmitraction 
of  the  lenal  vessels  which  prevents  its  own  elimination,  and 
its  adininistration  should  be  carefully  watched.  In  a case 
resulted,  the  writer  found  that  the  urine 
afforded  not  the  slightest  trace  of  strychnine,  thono-h  the 
patient  had  been  convulsed  for  7 hours. 

It  is  advisable  not  to  begin  with  a larger  dose  than  ’ o-v 
which  may  be  gradually  increased  to  the  J-  gi  To^to^l^ 
minims  of  the  tincture  of  Nux  Vomica,  or  a o-raffi'  of  rho 

in  the  neuroses  of  organic  life.  He  insists  upon  its  lec’iS 

more  iJowctfitlly  f,.„„  ii,c  ioctim  than  if  swJlliLi  ' 
Strychnine  is  antagonistic  to  chloral  and  alcohol  .mP  ii 
writer  believes  that  poisonous  doses  of  alcohol  athml  h'  i 
and  best  hope  of  success  in  strychnine  poisonim/ 

The  following  forms  will  be  found  convenient  fn,.  in  , 
ministration  of  Nux  Vomica  and  its  alkalokl”-  ° 
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f?- 


fA  good  Tonic  in  Dyspepsia  or  Paralysis.) 

(^£.Ac6.  = 5vj. 

"(so-,  cx-ct,  5X. 

C^Acut  c^fxAl.  5SS.  e.^ 


^1.  cu 


.Cj^Xi^CX-'!- 

(Pills  for  Constipation.) 

‘yiixxxi^  ^ o~vi^L<s^cux  ^t.^.ss. 

(^t-yx/x-x  ^>}X':x^xcx. 

^iX^yx.  QlLj..<Xiyxn^Pxiyxcxsx  ^-/i-.iss.  hxx^e.x. 
^Lcx^  fxl£.  hxLtbx  -tcJLayx  xxiv.,  i.  yyxcxyy-<x 
ixxci^^<xx.  . 

OlivEe  0l6Uin.  is  one  of  the  best  official  laxatives ; given  in 
ounce  closes  it  produces  soft,  painless  motions,  and, 
soothing  qualities,  it  protects  the  bowel  from  contact  ^ith 
ii-ritatilg  secretions,  foreign  matter,  or  partially  digested  food. 
Thus  it  is  highly  beneficial  in  constipation,  inflamed  or  nice  - 
ated  hmmorrlwids,  flssurc  of  the  rechan  ^ 

especially  useful  as  a laxative,  in  ),  to  1 oz.  doses,  in  cases 
where  the  bowels  have  been  locked  up  by  opium.  In  small 
^Sties  it  is  a nutritious  food.  Its  hypodermic  adminis- 

plmie  for  it^in  various  liniments,  poultices,  plasters,  and  oint- 
ments. 

OdilXCX'X  {HxCJLAxtT^  5vj. 
iSpt  ayxJL.  cxxxoxx^  ^ jxcxyJ-iJUx 

dx^ojtyLrix^ 


Opium. 
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Opium  and  Morphine  resemble  each  other  so  closely  in 
their  action  that  the  brief  description  here  given  will  apply  to 
both. 

A moderate  dose  of  opium  will  act  upon  the  alimentary 
tract  from  the  mouth  to  the  anus;  dryness  of  the  lips,  tongue, 
thro.at,  and  gullet  will  be  evident  in  a very  short  time,  secre- 
tion being  stopped  or  diminished  ; gastric  juice  ceases  to  flow, 
digestion  is  retarded,  and  the  apjretite  fails.  The  intestinal 
fluids  are  not  secreted  as  before,  and  constipation  ensues  after 
a time.  Arterial  tension  slightly  rises,  the  pupils  contract, 
and  the  nervous  system  is  influenced  ; first,  there  is  a sense  of 
pleasant  activity  of  the  cerebral  faculties,  ideas  flow  with 
speed  through  the  mind,  and  exhilaration  bordering  upon  mild 
intoxication  may  be  noticed,  soon  followed  by  a calm  of  vari- 
able duration,  which  passes  into  drowsiness  and  sleep;  often 
the  stage  of  mental  activity  is  absent,  and  it  is  always  best 
marked  in  those  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  drug. 

Headache,  mental  confusion,  and  malaise,  with  digestive 
disturbance,  often  remain  after  waking. 

In  fuller  doses  the  above  symptoms  arc  jiresent,  only  in 
gi-eater  intensity;  the  stage  of  stimulation  is  sliurter,  the  som- 
nolency comes  on  swiftly,  and  soon  passes  into  sleep,  with 
irregular  slow  breathing,  and,  if  the  dose  be  large  enough, 
corna  supervenes.  In  poisonous  doses  sleep  comes  on  so 
rapidly  that  the  excitement  stage  is  not  apparent.  The  pupils 
are  strongly  contracted,  the  breathing,  at  first  slow  and  ster- 
torous,^ becomes  feeble  and  irregular,  the  face  is  cyanosed,  and 
the  skin  cold  and  moist ; the  pulse,  at  first  full  and  strong, 
becomes  more  and  more  feeble  and  rapid;  the  coma,  at  first 
incomplete,  and  out  of  which  the  patient  was  easily  aroused 
for  a time,  becomes  deeper  and  more  profound,  until  finally 
no  stimulus  appears  to  arouse  the  least  response,  and  death 
occurs  from  asphyxia  caused  by  paralysis  of  the  respiratory 
centre. 

Opium  checks  every  secretion  in  the  body  except  that  of 
the  skin  and  mammary  glands. 

Only  the  higher  cerebral  ceidres  arc  affected  by  full  doses 
but  if  lejieatcd,  gradually  the  basilar  ganglia  arc  inllucnced 
The  s])inal_  cord  tloes  not  esca[)c,  as  may  be  often  noticed  by 
the  retention  of  urine  following  large  doses,  and  the  sensory 
nerve  fibres  throughout  the  liody  are  more  or  less  under  the 
spell  of  opium,  for  sensibility  becomes  diminished,  aiiparently 
by  the  conductivity  of  tlic  iniprcssions  heiu<i^  less  perfect 
brunton  found  that  opium  hiduenced  the  peripheral  termina- 
tions of  the  vaso-motor  nerves,  and  thus  diminished  or  pre- 
vented the  reflex  dilatation  of  the  vessels,  which  alwavs  occurs 
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when  local  irritation  is  present.  This,  he  thinks,  is  the  proba- 
ble explanation  of  how  opium  cuts  short  inflammations. 

These  two  distinct  effects  produced  by  opium — cerebral  ex- 
citement in  the  first  instance,  and  aftenvards — vary  very 

much  in  different  individuals,  and  also  to  some  extent  depend 
upon  the  way  in  which  the  drug  is  administered.  Thus,  in 
nervous  excitable  women,  the  first  effect  may  be  the  only  one 
noticeable,  sleep  not  following ; while,  again,  a very  large  dose 
will  likely  produce  only  the  second  effect,  no  excitement,  or 
only  a momentary  flash  being  observed,  sleep  quickly  super- 
vening. By  graduating  the  dose,  the  opium-eater  can  avoid 
the  second  stage,  and  prolong  the  excitement  indefinitely. 

Sleep  results  from  the  power  of  the  drug  to  diminish  or  de- 
press the  functional  activity  of  the  cerebral  cells,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  produce  a state  of  anajmia  of  the  brain,  in  which 
both  arteries  and  veins  are  empty.  The  extreme  contraction 
of  the  pupil,  characteristic  of  opium  poisoning,  is  clearly 
centric,  caused  by  the  action  of  the  di-ug  upon  the  cerebral 
cells. 

The  effects  of  opium  poisoning  upon  the  pulse  are  explained 
by  the  action  of  the  di'ug  upon  the  inhibitory  cai’diac  centre 
at  first  causing  the  slow  full  beat ; the  inti-acardiac  ganglia 
also  are  at  fh-st  stimulated,  and  afterwards  greatly  depressed. 

Nothnagel  has  recently  studied  the  action  of  morphine  upon 
the  bowel,  with  the  view  of  exi^laining  its  constipating  effect. 

By  opening  the  abdomen  of  a rabbit  in  a salt  bath  he  found 
that  the  application  of  a sodium  salt  to  the  intestines  caused 
an  ascending  constriction.  Small  doses  of  morphine  prevented 
this,  whilst  larger  doses  exaggerated  it,  and  he  found  by  fur- 
ther experiments  that  this  exaggeration  was  caused  by  the 
morphine  stmndating  the  inhibitory  7ierves  of  the  intestine 
through  the  splanchnics. 

Large  doses  injected  into  the  jugular  purge  rapidly  by 
tetanising  the  intestine.  Moderately  large  doses  paralyse  the 
vermicular  contraction,  wdiile  minute  doses  (1  drop  laudanum) 
have  been  found  to  increase  it  by  Brunton,  who  also  noticed 
that  by  allaying  the  reflected  irritation  caused  by  an  inflamed 
ovary  with  a small  dose  of  opium,  purgation  took  the  place  of 
constipation. 

These  hypnotic  and  anodyne  qualities  of  opium  render  it  the 
most  important  drug  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  its  application 
in  disease  is  so  extensive  that  only  a brief  reference  to  its 
therapeutic  uses  can  be  made. 

To  {u-oducc  sleep  in  all  conditions  requiring  it,  in  the  restless 
ih'lirivni  of  fevers,  and  in  nerrovs  jn'ostratioii  from  whatever 
cause,  opium  is  the  best  known  hypnotic  ; its  good  effects  are 
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seen  in  dclir nan- tremens  and  in  acute  and  chronic  mania  and 
melancholia.  It  is  contra-indicated  when  the  brain  is  con- 
gested and  the  eyes  suffused  and  pupils  small. 

As  an  analgesic  or  pain  reliever  opium  or  morphine  suipasses 
all  others  in  certainty  of  action  and  safety.  It  relieves  the  pain 
of  sciatica,  neuralgia,  lumhago,  gastralgia  and  cancer,  and 
soon  removes  the  agony  caused  by  the  passage  of  renal  or 
hepatic  calculi.  In  these  cases  the  hypodermic  injection  of 
morphine  is  by  far  the  best  form  in  which  to  administer  the 
drug,  and  it  is  a mistake  to  regard  its  effects  as  merely  pallia- 
tive, for  sciatica  is  often  cured  by  a single  insertion  of  the 
needle,  a result  which  is  not  met  with  when  morphine  is  given 
by  the  mouth.  The  physician  must  guard  against  the  patient 
getting  into  the  habit  of  using  the  syringe  too  often,  as  there 
is  ogeat  danger  of  the  opium  habit  becoming  established  ; and 
though  space  prevents  any  description  of  the  evils  arising  from 
opium  eating,  a word  may  be  said  about  its  treatment.  The 
writer  has,  after  trying  various  plans,  found  success  to  crown 
the  following: — He  first  gets  the  patient  to  resolve  upon  break- 
ing off  the  habit,  and  he  then  has  whiskey  administered  to 
him  in  such  doses  as  to  keep  him  markedly  under  its  influence 
for  several  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  case  is  treated 
as  one  of  ordinary  alcoholic  excess,  except  that  the  spirit  is 
gradually  withdrawn. 

Though  this  plan  is  open  to  the  risk  of  establishing  a more 
terrible  disease  than  that  which  it  is  intended  to  cure,  still  it 
appears  worth  trying,  but  should  only  be  used  in  cases  where 
a considerable  remnant  of  will  remains.  The  writer  succeeded 
with  it  completely  in  one  hopeless  case. 

Cough  is  relieved  by  opium,  but  some  discrimination  should 
be  exerci.=ed  in  the  exhibition  of  the  drug  for  this  ]uirpose.  In 
cases  of  exhausting  bronchitis,  with  'profuse  exgu’ct oration 
where  there  is  only  enough  cough  to  empty  the  tubes,  this 
remedy  is  a dangerous  one  ; but  where  a harassing,  fi’cquent 
cough  wears  ilown  the  patient’s  strength,  without  much  secre- 
tion, then  o])ium  is  a blessing.  It  acts  in  these  cases  by 
diminishing  the  excitability  of  the  res])iratory  centre. 

In  acute  in  //animations,  oiiium  gives  the  best  chance  of 
cutting  short  (he  disease  and  guiding  it  to  a safe  termination. 
If  given  at  the  very  onset  of  fornndablc  affections  like  acute 
peritonitis,  opium  nuiy  be  safely  taken  to  a surprising  extent ; 
and  the  amount  ot  pain  present  allords  the  safest-  measure  for 
the  dose.  Dram  doses  of  (he  tincture  may  be  i!i  such  cases 
ailministered,  and  to  guard  against  the  ri.sk  of  its  lying  in  the 
stomach  and  being  suddeidy  absorbed  after  an  interval,  it  is 
wise  to  give  it  in  several  ways  alternately— cndermically;  by 


432 


THERAPEUTICS. 


Opium. 


the  mouth  or  rectum  ; or  hypodermically.  It  has  long  been 
a recognised  fact  that  opium  given  with  no  sj^aring  hand  will 
often  save  life  in  severe  inflammations,  especially  of  serous 
membranes. 

The  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowel  is  diminished  and  thus 
it  is  doubly  useful  in  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum ; and 
from  its  tranquillising  effect  upon  the  cmculation  it  is  invaluable 
in  luemoptysis  and  other  liceinorrhayes. 

Small  doses  (-jL  gr.  solid  opium)  have  been  found  suceessful 
in  the  treatment  of  irritative  dyspepsia,  by  Graves  and 
Trousseau ; and  all  enteric  affections  with  excessive  seeretion, 
after  the  irritating  cause  has  been  removed  by  purgatives,  are 
benefited  by  ojaium ; — thus,  dysentery,  enteritis,  cholera,  iScc., 
are  so  relieved. 

After  abdominal  surgical  operations,  a morphine  suppository 
is  followed  by  great  benefit,  and  opium  has  been  found  useful 
in  averting  the  rigor  liable  to  follow  urethral  injuries  from 
whatever  cause.  The  presence  of  severe  pain  is  always  an  in- 
dication for  a large  dose  of  this  drug ; women  are  more  suscep- 
tible to  morphine  or  opium  than  men  ; children  bear  both  very 
badly,  and  the  physician  will  be  wise  wdio  makes  the  rule,  in 
the  first  few  years  of  his  practice,  never  to  give  opium  in  any 
form  to  a child  under  a year  old.  Disease  of  the  kidneys  has 
been  said  to  be  a barrier  to  the  use  of  opium ; but  recent 
experience  shows  that  the  hypodermic  injection  of  morphine 
may  be  beneficial  in  urcemic  convulsions. 

There  is,  however,  nothmg  which  seems  to  influence  the  dose 
of  the  drug  like  idiosyncrasy,  some  bearing  very  small  doses 
badly;  and  the  after  evil  consequences — headache,  nausea, 
intolerable  itching,  &c. — vary  much  in  different  subjects. 

The  various  afkaloids  found  in  opium  produce  different 
effects  when  administered  separately — thus. 

Morphine,  Narceine,  and  Papaverine  are  highly  hjqmotic ; 
while  Thebaine  and  Codeine  ai'C  very  exciting,  acting  as  _con- 
vulsants,  and  Apomorphine  is  a violent  emetic ; but  it  is 
generally  only  with  morphine  that  the  physician  has  to  deal. 
It  differs  from  opium  in  being  (1)  less  astringent  and  consti- 
pating ; (2)  less  powerful  as  a diaphoretic ; (3)  it  possesses  less 
power  over  acute  inflammations,  especially  in  the  abdomen ; 
(4)  it  is  less  likely  to  cause  excitement,  headache,  and  nausea  ; 
iff)  it  is  more  decidedly  hypnotic  and  .anodyne,  and  more  liable 
to  cause  itching  and  retention  of  urine. 

Morphine  and  atropine  arc  antagonistic  to  each  other,  .and 
the  dangerous  symptoms  often  following  the  hypodermic  in- 
ject ion  of  morphine  arc  certainly  less  likely  to  occur  if  gr. 
of  atroi)inc  be  added  to  each  dose,  and  the  combination  is  more 
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eSective.  Not  more  than  ^ to  gr.  of  morpliiiie  should  be 
given  for  the  first  time  by  the  hypodermic  method.  Ex- 
ternally opium  has  little,  if  any,  activity  when  applied  to  the 
unbroken  skin. 

Of  the  various  official  preparations,  none  equal  in  certainty 
and  uniformity  a pill  made  out  of  the  crude  opium  ; powdered 
opium  is  about  ^ stronger.  Both  these  preparations  may  be 
given  in  1 to  2 gr.  doses  ; and  next  to  them  in  constancy  comes 
the  tincture,  which  will,  in  ordinary  cases,  produce  sleep  in  ^ 
dram  doses.  The  bimeconate  of  morphine  produces  very  little 
after  ill  consequences.  The  favourite  Dover’s  powder  expends 
itself  chiefly  upon  the  skin,  which  it  stimulates  more  than  a 
much  larger  dose  of  either  of  its  constituents  would  do  if  given 
singly.  One  grain  of  morphine  is  equal  in  power  to  about  6 to 
8 grs,  of  opium. 


Os  Ostum — Bone  Ash  is  only  employed  in  the  making  of 
phosphates  of  calcium  and  sodium. 

Ovi  AlbuiUGn — The  liquid  white  of  the  egg — consists  of 
about  14  parts  coagulablc  albumen,  3 of  mucus,  and  83  of 
water,  with  traces  of  salts,  and  it  is  highly  nutritious,  supply- 
ing  to  the  blood  an  element  which  is  found  in  most  tissues. 
After  digestion,  which  changes  it  to  a crystalloid  albumen,  it 
IS  again  altered  in  the  liver.  It  is  introduced  into  the  Phar- 
macopoeia, as  a test  for  mctaphosphoric  acid  in  Acid.  Phosph. 
Dil.,  and  it  is  used  to  coat  pills  and  clarify  liquids. 

It  is  used  as  an  antidote  in  poisoning  by  mineral  salts,  as 
mercury  aiul  copper,  as  it  forms  insoluble  compounds  with 


Ovi  Vitellus— Egg-yolk  is  highly  nutritious,  consisting  of 
nearly  31)  per  cent,  of  oil  and  crystallisable  fat,  and  18' per 
cent,  of  albumen  and  some  phosphorus.  It  is  used  in  makiu<T 
emulsions,  and  enters  into  Mist.  Spt.  Vini  Gallici.  “ 

Oxymel  and  Oxymel  Scillae.  (Sec  under  Mel  and  Scilla). 
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Papaveris  Capsulse  resemble  opium  in  their  action,  which 
is  feeble  and  uncertain;  the  extract,  when  carefully  prepared, 
is  a good  hypnotic,  not  so  liable  to  cause  headache  and  nausea 
as  opium.  The  decoction  of  poppies  has  long  enjoyed  a repu- 
tation as  an  anodyne  when  applied  to  various  local  inflamma- 
tions ; its  good  effects  are  partly  owing  to  the  moist  heat  of 
the  application. 

Paraffinum — Hard  parafhn  is  introduced  into  the  new  B.P. 
not  for  any  direct  therapeutic  properties,  but  to  make  a firm, 
bland,  and  unirritating  basis  for  various  ointments.  Its  high 
melting  point,  hardness,  and  unchangeableness  confer  special 
obvious  advantages  rrpon  ointments  containing  it. 

Soft  Paraffin,  Petroleum  Jelly,  or  Vaseline,  or  Petrolatum, 
is  not  affected  by  the  majority  of  substances,  and  exhibits  no 
tendency  to  become  rancid. 

The  absence  of  irritating  or  changeable  constituents  in  it, 
and  its  absolute  freedom  from  taste,  smell,  or  grittiness,  render 
it  the  best  basis  for  ointments  ever  introduced. 

It  is  insoluble  in  water,  and  mixes  with  oils  in  all  propor- 
tions, and  it  dissolves  most  alkaloids.  It  is,  however,  not  a 
good  basis  of  we  vdsh  to  get  these  substances  absorbed  by  the 
skin. 

Its  low  melting  point  is  a disadvantage,  as  when  applied  to 
the  skin  it  melts  and  becomes  quite  liquid,  and  soaks  into  the 
dressings  or  garments,  often  leaving  the  incorporated  substance 
almost  dry  and  in  direct  contact  with  the  skin  ; the  addition 
of  hard  paraffin,  as  shown  by  Martindale,  obviates  this,  and  a 
faultless  basis  is  obtained  by  a mixture  of  these  two  substances. 
There  will  occasionally  be  met  with,  patients  in  whom  vaseline 
will  cause  considerable  ciitaneous  irritation.  Lard  or  any 
bland  animal  oil  should  be  used  when  we  wish  to  obtain  the 
absorption  of  the  active  ingredient  by  the  skin.  Thus  oint- 
ments of  the  alkaloids  should  be  matle  with  lard,  whilst  the 
antiseptic  remedies,  as  carbolic,  boracic,  and  salicylic  acids, 
eucalyptus,  creasote,  &c.,  are  better  when  compounded  with 
vaseline. 

Alone,  it  forms  an  excellent  and  bland  application  to  cczevia, 
intertrigo,  bvrns,  sores,  scalds,  and  almost  every  conceivable 
irritateci  condition  of  the  skin. 

Pareirae  Eadix.— After  being  swallowed,  a large  dose  aets 
as  a mild  laxative.  After  its  absorption,  it  is  eliminated  by 
the  kidneys,  which  it  stimulates,  thus  acting  as  a diuretic  ; 
and.  as  the  active  principle  passes  over  the  mucous  mcmbiane 
of  the  genilo-urinary  tract,  it  exercises  a soothing  and  tonic 
influence  on  the  bladder,  and  in  cases  of  chronic  cystitis  iha 
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excessive  secretion  is  diminished.  In  the  same  way  svppurative 
kidney  affections  are  relieved,  and  sometimes  unhealthy  con- 
ditions of  the  urethra,  causing  gleet  and  smarting  pain  after 
micturition,  are  relieved  by  pareira.  Its  effects  seem  intensi- 
fied by  combining  it  with  alkalies,  and  the  liquid  extract  is 
the  most  certain  and  elegant  form  to  administer  the  drug.  Its 
active  principle  undergoes  change  in  the  blood,  for  when  in- 
jected for  gonorrhcea  and  cystitis  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
any  local  beneficial  action  upon  the  diseased  membrane, 
though  occasionally  it  appears  to  act  like  an  ordinary  tonic 
when  admitted  to  the  stomach. 


Pepsin  (the  principle  found  in  the  gastric  juice)  is  a fer- 
ment or  eiizjTne,  possessing  the  power  in  presence  of  warmth, 
acidity,  and  moisture  of  converting  albuminoid  and  protein- 
aceous foods  into  peptones.  Pepsin  will  work  this  change 
outside  the  bod}',  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a similar 
alteration  takes  place  when  pepsin  is  administered  with  food 
to  a stomach  incapable  of  secreting  enough  juice'for  its  own 
wants.  This  deficiency  of  gastric  juice,  moreover,  is  known 
in  rnany  cases  of  atonic  dyspepsia  to  be  the  direct  cause  of  the 
indigestion,  and  hence  it  is  that  pepsin  in  such  cases  becomes 
so  valuable.  In  irritative  dyspepsia,  with  excessive  secretion 
of  aciid  ga.stric  fluid,  pepsin  generally  docs  harm  unless  given 
m one  very  large  dose  (30  gi-s.)  Lactopeptine  will  be  found 
the  rnost  .satisfactory  and  certain  form  in  which  to  administer 
this  drug. 

Three  facts  should  be  remembered  in  prescribing  pepsin 

(1)  that  it  is  0.  ferment,  and  large  doses  are  not  generally 
necessary, ’since  its  activity  depends  more  upon  the  state  of  the 
stomach’s  contents  than  upon  the  nmnvnt  of  the  ferment  ad- 
ministered ; (2)  that  it  acts  as  a direct  stimulant  to  the  gastric 
mucous  membrane,  which  it  causes  more  copiously  to  pour  out 
Its  own  secretion  ; and  (3)  that  in  the  cla.ss  of  cases  most  re- 
quiring pepsin  an  acid  is  also  nccc.ssary.  It  is  recommended 
in  the  dnirrluca  of  children,  upon  the  presence  of 
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quantities  of  partially  digested  food  passing  along  the  intes- 
tines. It  is  useful  in  some  forms  of  vomiting  and  nausea,  pro- 
bably caused  by  imperfect  digestion.  Large  doses  of  pepsin 
will  be  found  to  act  as  a mild  purgative,  possibly  by  causing 
the  absorption  of  bodies  which  are  afterwards  eliminated. 
Often  in  distressing  dgspepsia,  accompanied  with  large  quan- 
tities of  gas  being  rapidly  emitted  from  the  stomach,  lactopep- 
tine  speedily  gives  relief. 

Eennet,  or  milk  to  which  more  pepsin  is  added  than  is 
necessary  to  cause  coagulation,  is  a tempting  form  in  which  to 
administer  this  remedy  in  atonic  dyspepsia.  Pepsin  added  to 
nutrient  enemata  greatly  increases  their  chances  of  being 
absorbed.  Pepsin  has  been  applied  to  the  false  membrane  in 
diphtheria  with  the  view  of  causing  its  digestion  ; and  recently 
it  has  been  advocated  as  a remedy  for  diabetes  by  Giovanni. 

Phosphorus  in  minute  doses  is  a tonic  and  stimulant  to  the 
nervous  system,  probably  by  acting  as  a restorative  and  supply- 
iirg  food  to  nerve  tissue.  The  mental  faculties  seem  more 
active,  the  circulation  is  quickened,  and  the  pulse  rises ; the 
temperature  is  said  to  rise  also  ; the  products  of  waste  are  in- 
creased in  the  urine ; and  the  appetite  increases,  whilst  the 
nutrition  of  the  body  also  is  improved.  After  a considerable 
time  the  bones  are  affected,  osseous  deposit  filling  up  the 
medullary  canal,  and  it  has  been  proved  by  Wegner  as  the  re- 
sult of  experiments  upon  animals,  that  the  cancellated  tissue 
becomes  comijact  bone. 

In  larger  doses,  vomiting,  purging,  albuminuria,  and  the 
ordinary  signs  of  imtant  poisoning  supervene,  only  they  may 
first  show  themselves  several  days  after  the  ji^'^^t  dose  has  been 
tahen — with  cardiac  weakness,  reduction  of  temperature, 
jaundice,  convulsions,  and  death,  after  which  are  found  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  liver,  blood-vessels,  and  muscular  tissue 
generally.  These  symptoms  ai'c  not  unlike  those  observed  in 
acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver. 

In  chronic  phosphorus  poisoning  the  hepatic  connective 
tissue  is  increased  and  cirrhosis  of  the  organ  results,  with 
marked  fatty  degeneration.  This  latter  change  is  produced  by 
the  increased  metaholism  and  diminished  o.vidation  which 
characterises  the  action  of  the  drug. 

From  its  restorative  effect  upon  the  nervous  system,  phos- 
])horus  has  been  extensively  tried  in  neuralgia,  on  the  ground 
of  this  affection  being  always  .associated  with  a more  or  less 
impoverished  condition  of  the  dise.ascd  nerve.  Sometimes 
benefit  follows  it  .administration,  but  it  can  hardly  be  said  to 
afford  as  good  results  as  the  longer  tried  and  better  known 
plans  of  treatment.  It  is  valuable  in  cases  of  siinjile  brain 
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exhaustion  from  prolonged  mental  strain  ; and  in  many  dis- 
eases characterised  by  wasting  or  atrophy  of  the  nerre  centres 
its  good  effects  have  been  occasionally  observed.  It  has  marked 
influence  on  the  centres  which  preside  over  the  rejn'oehictire 
act,  and  is  a reliable  aphrodisiac  in  cases  of  functional  loss  of 
power. 

In  affections  depending  upon  mal-nutrition,  as  2}srmeious 
ancemAa,  or  lencocythcemia,  phosphorus  will  he  found  a valuable 
remedy.  Kassowitz  has  obtained  most  marked  success  with 
phosphorus  in  rickets.  He  has  reported  the  results  of  .560  cases, 
and  states,  that  cranio-tabes  of  a most  marked  character,  in- 
volving both  the  occipital  and  jrarietal  bones,  disappeared  com- 
pletely in  from  four  to  six  weeks  ; these  effects  were  obtained 
in  hundreds  of  cases.  Children,  he  says,  who  had  never  been 
able  to  stand  or  sit  upright,  were  found  running  about  after 
taking  phosphorus  for  one  or  two  months.  The  dose  for  a 
child  12  lbs.  weight  was  from  yly  to  gr.  in  the  day.  Phos- 
phorus has  been  recently  used  in  tubercular  meningitis  and 
diabetes,  but  with  very  doubtful  benefit.  Its  stimulating 
action  upon  the  skin  has  led  to  its  questionable  employment 
in  developing  the  suppressed  rashes  of  the  eruptive  fevers, 
and  as  a substitute  for  arsenic  in  chronic  scaly  skin  diseases. 
From  its  marked  influence  over  the  groudh  of  bone,  it  will  be 
of  great  service  as  a constitutional  treatment  for  ununited 
fractal  res,  especially  during  pregnancy. 

It  has  long  been  a recognised  fact  that  the  fumes  of  phos- 
phorus -will  cause  disease  of  the  jaws,  leading  to  exfoliation 
of  the  bone,  and  it  is  certain  that  this  action  is  a local  one, 
caused  by  the  vapour  reaching  the  alveolus  through  a decayed 
tooth.  It  does  not  follow  the  internal  administration  of  the 
drug,  even  in  poisonous  doses,  and  only  affects  those  exposed 
who  have  caries  of  the  teeth. 

Not  more  than  grain  should  be  given  at  first,  and  its 
effects  should  be  carefully  watched.  The  phosphorated  oil 
may  be  conveniently  given  in  gelatine  capsules,  each  contain- 
ing 5 minims,  or  3 grs.  of  the  recently  prepared  olficial  pill 
may  be  prescribed. 

For  Phosphate  and  ITypophosjMtc  of  Calcium,  and  Phos- 
phoric  Acid,  see  untler  Calcium  and  Acid.  Phosiihoricuin.  None 
of  these  substances  po.sscss  the  thcraiieutical  virtues  of  free  phds- 
phoru.s  which  clearly  enters  the  system  anil  remains  in  the 
blood  as  the  clement,  phosphorus — and  not,  as  has  been  suii- 
posed,  alter  its  conversion  into  phosphoric  acid  or  a salt. 
Compounds  of  phosphorus  in  which  the  afllnitics  of  the  non- 
metalloid  arc  not  completely  saturated,  do  produce  poisonous 
results,  not  unlike  phosiihorus.  They  arc  not.  however  used 
medicinally.  ’ 
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Physostigma  and  Eserine. — Calabar  beau  is  a deadly 
poison,  long  used  by  the  West  Africans  as  a superstitious  or- 
deal for  determining  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  suspected 
witches. 

Minute  doses  cause  vomiting,  colic,  and  diarrhoea,  and  stim- 
ulation of  the  voluntary  and  involuntary  muscles  throughout 
the  body,  with  increase  of  blood  pressure  and  salivation.  Re- 
peated doses  of  5 grain  of  the  alcoholic  extract  soon  produce 
more  serious  symptoms — the  anterior  and  posterior  cornua  of 
the  cord  become  depressed,  producing  motor  jjaralysis,  ex- 
tinction of  reflex  irritability,  and  only  partial  loss  of  sensation. 
The  cerebrum  remains  unaffected  and  the  mind  is  clear;  the 
pupils  contract ; the  respiratory  centre  and  medulla  are  soon 
paralysed,  producing  death  by  asphyxia,  through  stoppage  of 
the  respii-ation.  The  heart,  at  first  stimulated,  becomes  finally 
depressed. 

Physostigma  contains  two  alkaloids — Eserine  or  Physostig- 
mine,  and  Calabarine  ; the  former  produces  effects  resembling 
those  produced  by  the  bean  itself,  whilst  the  latter  causes 
tetanic  convulsions  like  strychnine.  They  are  excreted  by  the 
saliva  and  bile,  but  not  by  the  urine. 

Calabar  bean  is  antagonistic  to  strychnine  and  atropine,  and 
may  be  tried  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  these  drugs.  It  has 
been  used  in  tetanus,  and  in  various  convulsive  diseases,  in 
acute  mania  and  general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  and,  in 
minute  doses,  for  chronic  constipation  and  bronchitis,  with 
the  view  of  stimulating  the  involuntary  muscular  fibre  gr. 
of  the  extract).  It  should  be  given  hypodermically.  It  is  for 
its  local  action  that  Calabar  bean  is  so  valuable  in  ophthalmic 
practice  ; the  alkaloid — Eserine — applied  to  the  conjunctiva 
produces  contraction  of  the  pupil,  diminishes  intra-ocular  ten- 
sion, and  causes  spasm  of  accommodation.  The  ofScial  discs 
or  a few  di’ops  of  a solution  of  the  sulphate  (2  grs.  to  1 oz.) 
are  used  for  this  purpose — (1)  to  counteract  the  effects  of 
atropine  ; (2)  to  prevent  prolapse  of  the  mis  after  wounds  of 
the  cornea;  (3)  to  diminish  the  amount  of  light  falling  upon 
the  retina  in  hypersensitive  states  or  inflammations  of  the 
eye,  as  in  strumous  ophthalmia,  ulcers,  &c.;  to  diminish  intra- 
ocular pressure  in  glaucoma,  and  perforating  keratitis ; (5) 
used  after  atropine,  to  break  down  the  adhesions  resulting 
from  iritis. 

Pilocarpine. — See  Jaborandi  (page  410). 

Pimento,  like  cloves,  is  a stomachic,  and  though  in  large 
doses  it  acts  as  a stimulant  of  some  power,  still  it  is  seldom 
employc<l  in  medicine,  cxcei)t  as  a flavouring  ingredient  or 
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adjuvant  to  purgatives.  Like  pepper,  it  improves  digestion, 
and  increases  the  vascularity  of  the  mucous  membrane  when 
mixed  with  food.  Hence  it  may  be  taken  as  the  type  of  con- 
diments. The  essential  oil  of  allspice,  in  3 to  5 minim  doses, 
is  an  agreeable  remedy  for  flatulency  and  accumulations  of 
gas  in  the  intestines. 

Pini  Sylvestris  Oleum  acts  in  a similar  way  to  turpen- 
tine. It  has  been  used  as  a mild  rubefacient  in  chronic  rheu- 
matism and  various  rheumatic  and  joint  troubles.  The  vapour, 
by  its  stimulating  and  astringent  effect  upon  the  inflamed 
bronchial  membrane,  has  been  successfully  used  in  laryngitis, 
hronehitis,  and  yJ^i'tiiisis.  It  has  also  been  used  as  a bath  in 
rheumatism  (4  oz.  to  80  gals,  of  hot  water). 

Piper  Nigrum  resembles  pimento  in  its  stomachic  qualities. 
It  has  been  supposed  to  possess  febrifuge  properties ; but  evi- 
dence is  wanting  of  any  reliable  effect  of  the  drug  in  this 
direction.  It  increases  the  fi-equency  of  the  pulse  slightly,  and 
stimulates  the  heart.  After  circulation  in  the  blood  it  is 
eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  which  it  stimulates,  and  certainly 
at  times  increases  the  amount  of  their  secretion,  but  its  diuretic 
action  is  uncertain  ; it  imparts  to  the  urine  a characteristic 
odour.  In  passing  over  the  genito-minary  tract  it  exercises  a 
beneficial  influence  upon  the  bladder  and  uretlma,  and  has  the 
power  of  bracing  up  the  relaxed  and  chronically  inflamed 
mucous  membrane  of  these  parts  in  gonorrhoea  and  gleet.  In 
this  respect  its  action  resembles  that  of  cubebs,  and  it  may 
stimulate,  by  reflex  action,  the  genital  organs,  and  possibly 
aggravate  matters  in  the  acute  early  stages  of  the  disease. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  eliminated  by  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  lower  part  of  the  alimentary  canal,  though  patients 
often,  when  questioned,  will  report  that  a sensation  "of  warmth 
and  comfort  is  felt  at  the  end  of  the  gut  after  the  free  use  of 
pepper.  This  may,  however,  be  caused  by  the  excess  of  the 
remedy  which  passes  through  unabsorbed;  nevertheless,  pepper 
is  decidedly  beneficial  in  inflamed  and  relaxed  conditions  of 
the  mucous  membrane  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  anus.  In 
Juemorrhoids  its  good  effects  will  be  found  by  giving  the  official 
confection  in  teaspoonful  doses  three  times  a day.  If  cubebs 
be  added,  and  copaiba  balsam  substituted  for  the  honey,  an 
elegant  preparation  results,  which  will  seldom  fail  to  .arouse  a 
healthy  action  in  relaxed  and  p.ainful  .aflfectio7is  about  tlic  anus; 
or  the  following  formula  may  be  used  with  or  without  the 
cubebs,  the  glycerine  being  an  active  substitute  for  the  inert 
honey ; — 
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Pix  Burgundica  is  a mild  rubefacient,  and  its  physical 
qualities  render  it  suitable  as  a basis  for  plasters.  It  is  in  this 
form  that  the  drug  is  generally  employed,  and  the  good  effects 
which  have  followed  its  application  in  lumbago,  rheumatism, 
various  painfulyom^  and  nerve  troubles,  have  been  attributed 
to  some  special  stimulant  or  anodyne  action  which  it  was  sup- 
posed to  possess.  It  is,  however,  more  likely  that  any  good 
effect  following  the  use  of  pitch,  soap,  resin,  and  various  other 
plasters  may  be  explained  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  part 
after  the  application  of  the  plaster  is  protected  by  it  from 
variations  of  temperature,  whilst  the  lymphatics  ai’e  stimulated. 
The  gentle  pressure  is  productive  of  good,  and  aids  absorption. 

Burgundy  pitch  has  been  supposed  to  exert  some  special 
action  upon  the  rectum,  and  has  been  employed,  made  into 
pills  with  the  following  liquid,  as  a remedy  for  hamorrhoids. 

Pix  Liquida — Wood  tar  contains  amongst  its  numerous 
and  complex  constituents  some  creasote  and  tiu-pentine,  upon 
which  many  of  its  properties  depend.  It  is  thus  antiseptic 
and  stimulating,  and  possesses  considerable  power  in  checking 
profuse  bronchial  secretion  ; it  is  also  diuretic.  But,  since  the 
improved  methods  of  preparing  carbolic  acid  have  beeir  ex- 
tensively employed,  tar  as  a remedial  agent  has  fallen  into 
comparative  disuse.  There  are,  however,  virtues  possessed  by 
tar  which  are  not  equally  enjoyed  by  its  more  fashionable 
rivals  : for  example,  as  an  expectorant  tar  is  decidedly  superior 
to  any  compound  which  can  be  distilled  from  it.  It  probably 
exerts  its  beneficial  tonic  effects  upon  the  bronchial  mucous 
membrane  in  the  act  of  its  elimination.  The  clinical  obser- 
vations of  Bui'ney  Yeo,  which  have  thrown  much  light  upon 
the  action  of  expectorant  remedies,  show  that  tar  possesses 
most  valuable  expectorant  qualities  either  when  SM'allowed, 
inhaled  as  spray,  or  used  as  a fumigation. 

The  experiments  of  Ringer  on  the  administration  of  tar  to 
patients  with  winter-cough  show  that  this  remedy  has  the  power 
of  diminishing  the  danger  of  “ catching  cold.” 
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Tar  possesses  very  decided  advantages  over  creasote  and  car- 
bolic acid  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  scaly  shin  affections.  It 
is  a powerful  stimulant  when  applied  to  a healthy  sensitive 
skin,  and  often  causes  considerable  inflammation  and  pain.  In 
yjsoriasis  the  ointment  of  tar  sometimes  speedily  effects  a cure  ; 
and  in  chronic  eczema,  with  painful  itching,  it  occasionally 
will  be  found  to  relieve  the  itching,  and,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
move the  disease  which  causes  it. 

The  internal  administration  of  tar  in  6 or  8 minim  doses, 
gradually  increased  to  15  minims,  in  pills  or  capsules,  is 
employed  by  Anderson  in  chronic  eczema. 

Tar  water  is  made  by  adding  1 part  of  tar  to  10  of  water, 
and,  after  agitation  and  subsequent  rest,  on  being  poured  off 
it  makes  a good  stimulating  lotion  for  luounds  and  slnggish 
ulcers.  As  a means  of  administering  the  remedy,  it  may  be 
taken  in  wine-glassful  doses. 


(For  Hccmorrlioids.) 

^t-T-.iiss. 

poc,  Qm.-.  ^^.iiss. 

XXXVi.  fut.  iii.  <1*^^  cLL^. 

• 

Plumbuni  All  the  salts  of  lead  are  more  or  less  poisonous, 
and  when  administered  for  a time  give  rise  to  definite  and 
easily-recognised  symptoms.  There  is  loss  of  appetite,  wastiim-, 
pallor,  and  constipation,  follo^yed  by  slowing  of  the  pulse  and 
heait  s action,  with  violent  colicky  pains,  cramps  in  the  flexor 
muscles,  and  evidence  of  muscular  impairment,  as  seen  in 
paralysis  of  the  extensors  of  the  forearm,  causing  drop-wrist : 
occasionally  headache,  stupor,  and  convulsions  arc  observed. 

J..cad  becomes  fixed  in  all  the  tissues,  chiefly  in  the  central 
nervous  system,  and  is  deposited  in  the  affected  muscles. 
1 hese  at  hast  present  no  sign  of  change  on  the  aiiiilication  of 
electricity  ; but  as  the  paralysis  lasts  the  current  seems  to 
have  less  and  less  effect,  till  ilnally  it  docs  not  c.ausc  anv 
contraction,  and  the  muscular  fibres  become  the  scat  of  faltV 
degeneration,  and  finally  may  lose  all  traces  of  striation  The 
change  probably  is  of  spinal  origin,  since  it  occurs  in  ^rouns 
of  muscles  which  act  together.  Other  grouiis  may  l.v  (he  scat 
of  paralysis  besides  t hose  of  the  forearm  and  liamr-  the  del 
toid  and  the  laryngeal  muscles  arc  occasionally  affected  and 
paraplegic  and  even  hemiplegic  symptoms  m.ay  show  t’hcm- 
D 2 
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selves,  and  finally  the  lead  deposited  in  the  brain  may  cause 
delirium,  convulsions,  and  coma. 

The  joints  get  stiff  and  very  painful,  probably  o%ving  to  a 
urate  of  sodium  deposit,  similar  to  that  seen  in  gout ; for  lead 
prevents  the  excretion  of  urates  by  hindering  the  decomposi- 
tion of  uric  acid.  The  structure  of  the  liver  and  kidneys  be- 
comes affected,  causing  slight  jaundice  and  albuminuria.  The 
urine,  at  first  scanty,  becomes  abundant  and  clear.  It  has 
been  recently  shown  that  the  red  blood  discs  are  destroyed. 
A blue  line  appears  along  the  gums,  near-  to  the  teeth,  after 
lead  in  small  quantities  has  found  its  way  into  the  system  for 
any  considerable  time.  It  is  caused  by  the  metal  deposited  in 
the  tissue  of  the  gums  being  converted  into  a sulphide  by  the 
action  of  sulphuretted  hydi’ogen  generated  from  decomposition 
of  fragments  of  food  remaining  between  the  teeth.  It  is  best 
marked  over  the  region  of  the  incisors,  and  is  absent  or  indis- 
tinct where  the  teeth  are  away. 

The  walls  of  the  arteries  contract,  the  blood  pressure  rises, 
the  pulse  slows,  and  becomes  tense  and  fuU.  The  nervous 
system  is  seriously  affected  by  lead,  the  changes  in  the  sen- 
sory nerves  giving  rise  to  various  neuralgic  symptoms  thi-ough- 
out  the  body;  thus,  gastralgia  and  sciatica  may  give  trouble, 
sensibility  to  touch  becomes  diminished,  and  especially  about 
the  upper  part  of  the  body  may  this  be  noticed.  The  optic 
nerve  occasionally  suffers,  producing  amaurosis. 

Harley  considers  that  all  the  effects  of  lead  upon  the  system 
may  be  traced  to  the  enfeeblcment  of  the  nerve  currents  from 
impairment  of  the  isolating  power  of  the  nerve  fibres.  The 
presence  of  lead  in  the  tissues,  by  increasing  their  conducting 
power,  tends  to  cause  a lateral  diversion  of  the  nerve  force, 
and  thus  exhausts  the  cui'rents  in  their  to-and-fro  passage. 

Abortion  often  results  from  lead  poisoning,  either  on  aceount 
of  the  toxic  power  of  the  drug  on  the  foetus  or  from  its  in- 
fluence over  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus. 

Lead  is  eliminated  by  the  urine,  bile,  mucus  of  the  intestines 
and  skin. 

As  the  different  salts  of  lead  have  slightly  different  actions 
upon  disease,  they  may  be  referre?!  to,  under  then-  different 

names.  . 

Metallic  Lead  is  inert  in  the  system  till  converted  into  a 
soluble  salt  by  acids,  as  those  of  the  stomaeh. 

Acetate  of  Lead  is  a valuable  astringent.  It  combines 
directly  with  albumen,  forming  albuminate  of  le.ad,  and  when 
a strong  solution  is  applied  to  a fresh  wound  or  sore  a film 
of  this  substance  imperfectly  glazes  it  over.  It  causes  con- 
traction of  the  vessels  when  apiilicd  in  weaker  solution  ; thus, 
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it  directly  diminishes  the  blood  supply,  and  checks  excessive 
secretion  in  ulcers,  rounds,  and  most  local  cutaneous  iujiam- 
mations.  Itching  is  often  relieved  in  this  way,  and  a weak 
solution  (5  grs.  to  1 oz.)  makes  a good  injection  in  gonorrhoea 
and  gleet.  It  is  in  the  painful,  red,  and  inflamed  stage  of 
characterized  by  much  serous  discharge  or  weeping, 
that  lotions  of  lead  give  relief  by  constringing  the  small  ves- 
sels, diminishing  pain,  itching,  and  discharge. 

Lead  Collyria  should  not  be  used  in  ulceration  of  the  cornea 
on  account  of  the  danger  of  their  forming  opaque  deposits  in 
the  tissue,  interfering  with  sight. 

Internally,  the  acetate  finds  its  way  into  the  blood,  probably 
as  an  albuminate,  and  by  its  astringent  effect  upon  the  smaller 
vessels  it  diminishes  the  secretion  of  the  bronchial  tube,  stops 
heemorrhages,  as  in  hcemoptysis,  and  controls  diarrhceas.  2 to 
6 gi-s.  may  be  given  every  two  or  three  hours  in  these  afliections, 
and  there  is  little  danger  of  lead  poisoning  ensuina:,  even 
though  its  use  may  be  protracted. 


(For  Active  llcemorrhage.) 

5iss. 

(3ocj>JiLcA,  5j. 

3viij. 
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(For  the  DiarrhoM  and  Sweating  of  Phthisis.) 
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The  Sul- Acetate  Solutions  of  Lead  act  like  the  acetate,  and 
are  generally  confined  to  external  application,  where  their 
imirritating  astringent  action  renders  them  invaluable  in  local 
cutaneous  or  supeifcial  inflammations. 


C^icAxL..  C%<t.eJlLc,.  oj. 

LkL.  jiss. 

<x-cL-  jXij. 

LoJt.  Q.o-i-Lo-. 


A valuable  astringent  application  to  sjjmvis,  Ac. 

Carlonate  of  Lead  is  only  used  externally  as  a sedative  and 
astringent  application  to  excoriated  or  inflamed  surfaces,  either 
in  the  form  of  ointment  or  in  fine  powder  dusted  over  the 
affected  spot,  and  white  paint  speedily  relieves  the  pain  of 

hums.  . ■ , i • 

The  Oxide  possesses  similar  desiccant  properties,  but  is 

seldom  used.  c..  -nr 

Nitrate  of  Lead  has  been  siiccesssfully  employed  by  bir  W ni. 
MacCormac  as  an  astringent  in  owyc/i /a  and  inflamed_  condi- 
tions of  the  nail.  It  makes  an  elegant  astringent  application, 
dusted  in  very  fine  powder  over  crached  nfljAcs,  and  excoria- 
tions about  the  wMwt/i  or  . T 

Lodidc  of  Lead  combines  the  alterative  qualities  of  iodine 
with  the  astringent  properties  of  lead.  It  is  supposed  to  have 
a beneficial  action  in  scrofula,  but  is  seldom  given  internally. 

Externally,  it  is  used  in  the  form  of  a plaster  and  ointment. 
The  plaster  can  only  feebly  produce  any  alterative  action  in- 
dependent of  the  good  effects  of  pressure,  and  of  the  covering 
up  and  protecting  of  the  part  fi'om  changes  of  temperatuie. 
(See  below.)  The  ointment  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  more 
active,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  its  entering  the  system  through 
the  unbroken  cuticle,  though  recently  it  has  been  recommeiideil 
as  an  application  to  the  breast  to  check  the  secretion  of  milk. 

In  c.ases  of  herpes  circinatus,  wMch  produced  oy  the 
direct  contagion  from  the  cow,  and  which  prove  so  very  diHi- 
cult  to  treat  in  the  human  subject,  the  iodide  of  lead  ointment 
is  a most  cflicicnt  remedy,  and,  though  not  so  certain  as  the 
corrcsiionding  salt  of  sulphur,  it  is  much  less  iiiitating,  an  , 
consequently,  may  be  applied  more  frequently  to  irritimle  skins. 

The  various  p'lastcrs  containing  lead  most  probably  act 
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entirely  independent  of  their  metallic  constituent,  which  is 
not  absorbed  in  this  form  into  the  system.  The  11  prepara- 
tions of  which  lead  plaster  forms  the  basis  (except  mercurial 
plaster)  act  mechanically,  as  before  explained,  by  causing 
such  pressure  when  properly  applied  as  will  alter  the  circula- 
tion, and,  acting  as  a stimulus  to  the  lymphatics,  will  assist 
the  removal  of  effused  products  or  indolent  enlargements.  By 
covering  up  the  affected  or  diseased  parts,  they  protect  them 
from  all  sources  of  external  irritation,  especially  from  changes 
of  temperature,  and  promote  a more  rapid  interchange  be- 
tween the  blood  and  the  tissues,  hastening  repair,  and  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  case  of  diseased  joints,  securing  some  degree 
of  rest.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  superficial  spot  so  treated  is 
placed  upon  the  same  favourable  conditions  as  a deeper  part. 

In  chronic  lead  poisoning,  iodide  of  potassium  is  used  to 
dissolve  out  the  almost  insoluble  metallic  compounds  lodged 
in  the  nerves,  viscera,  muscles,  and  brain,  but  its  administra- 
tion must  be  backed  up  with  purgatives,  especially  saline 
sulphates.  Sulphur  baths  may  be  employed,  and  the  tone  of 
the  affected  muscles  must  be  ke^ff  up  by  friction  and  the  free 
use  of  the  slowly-interrupted  current.  Alum  has  also  been 
used  with  success,  and  belladonna  is  very  useful  in  lead  colic 
and  paralysis. 

As  a prophylactic  treatment  to  those  much  exposed  to  the 
fumes  or  dust  of  the  lead  compounds,  lemonade  made  with 
sulphuric  acid,  instead  of  citric  or  tartaric,  has  proved  bene- 
ficial ; and  a diet  largely  composed  of  milk  has  the  j^ower  of 
preventing  the  poison  affecting  the  system.  Scrupulous  per- 
sonal cleanliness  in  those  working  with  the  pigments  of  lead 
is  a very  important  point. 

Podophyllum  root  and  resin  are  active  cathartics.  The 
latter  is  the  form  in  which  the  substance  is  generally  admin- 
istered. It  is  an  irritant  when  applied  to  the  surface  of  the 
body  ; and  the  dust  produced  by  powdering  it,  coming  iji 
contact  with  the  skin  causes  sores,  and  kcc])s  the  C3'cs  in  a 
state  of  chronic  irritation.  When  give*,  internally,  the  tongue 
and  throat  become  inllamcd  in  the  same  way,  if  the  remedy 
is  allowed  to  remain  in  contact  with  these  parts  for  any  length 
of  time  ; but  as  ordinarily  given,  in  the  form  of  pill  or  even 
diluted  tincture,  this  effect  is  not  noticed. 

It  produces  free  ])urgation,  witli  w.atery  stools,  by  irritating 
the  mucous  membrane  and  acting  as  a powerful  stimulant  to 
the  intestinal  glands,  whose  secretion  it  greatly  increases. 
The  most  of  its  force  is  sj)cnt  upon  the  duodenum,  whose  con- 
tents it  sweeps  rai)iitly  down  the  tube,  rc.sembling  in  this 
lespcct  calomel  ; jind  hence  the  name  frccpientlj^  given  to  it 
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of  “ vegetable  calomel.”  The  resemblance  ends  here,  for  podo- 
phyllin does  not  pos.sess  any  of  the  alterative  properties  of 
calomel,  as  abundant  clinical  experience  proves.  It  has  been 
demonstrated  that  podophyllin  will  purge  when  injected  into 
the  veins,  cellular  tissue,  or  serous  cavities,  and  purging  has 
been  noticed  to  follow  the  application  of  this  substance  to  an 
ulcerated  surface. 

In  its  action  podophyllin  closely  resembles  jalap,  only  ordi- 
nary purgative  doses  to  i gi-.)  are  more  tardy  in  producing 
their  effects,  and  are  much  inore  variable  in  their  results  upon 
different  individuals.  Sometimes  gr.  of  the  resin  purges  in 
a few  hours,  while  ^ gr.  in  another  individual  will  not  operate 
for  10  or  14  hours,  and  in  a third  may  produce  no  jnirgation  at 
all.  Florid  individuals,  or  those  with  much  red  pigment  in 
their  hair,  may  be  often  noticed  to  be  very  susceptible  to  the 
action  of  this  drug.  Often  great  pain  results  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  podophyllin,  especially  from  impure  samples 
of  the  resin;  common  salt  increases  its  cathartic  properties. 

Next  to  its  action  ujjon  the  duodenum  and  intestinal  glands, 
podophyllin  has  been  ju’cved  by  Rutherford  to  cause  very  de- 
cided stimulation  of  the  liver,  and  produces  marked  increase  in 
the  amount  of  bile  secreted.  The  bile  is  its  proper  solvent, 
but  if  a large  dose  of  the  drug  be  given  the  hepatic  secretion 
in  which  it  is  dissolved  is  not  absorbed,  but  is  swept  along  the 
intestines,  and  the  liver  is  less  stimulated  than  if  only  moderate 
quantities  had  been  administered.  It  has  been  found,  as  the 
result  of  experiment,  that  in  doses  suflicieut  to  cause  severe 
purgation  the  biliary  secretion  is  decidedly  diminished. 

These  effects  upon  the  liver  and  intestines  give  podophyllin 
a high  place  in  the  treatment  of  various  diseases  of  the  liver 
and  hmvel ; thus  for  passive  congestion  or  hejmtiotorjjidity.ov 
obstinate  constijJation,  5 gr.  of  the  resin  will  be  found  a valu- 
able remedy,  relieving  the  portal  circulation  speedily.  The 
danger  of  griping  will  be  removed  bj"-  the  addition  of  extract 
of  belladonna  or  hj'oscyamus ; but,  as  a rule,  it  will  be  found 
advisable,  when  the  purgative  effects  of  podophyllin  are  re- 
quired, to  order  it  with  some  good  cathartic  pill,  as  aloes  or 
colocynth,  by  which  means  its  action  is  much  more  certain 
and  uniform.  Wood,  however,  believes  that  owing  to  the 
tardiness  of  its  operalioii  it  should  not  be  combined  with 
speedy  cathartics.  He  advises  its  combination  with  calomel, 
w'hich  takes  about  the  same  time  to  act.  This  must  be  also 
advantageous  from  another  point  of  view,  because  calomel  and 
podo])hyllin  act  upon  the  same  portion  of  the  small  intestine, 
anil  must  consequently  intensify  each  other's  effects. 
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By  such  a combination  of  purgatives  as  colocynth,  podo- 
phyiliu,  jalap,  and  aloes,  we  get  a more  valuable  hepatic 
stimulant  than  if  any  one  be  ordered  singly  in  a larger  dose. 
Bj'  this  means  we  also  ensure  an  action  possessed  by  no  soli- 
tary drug,  since  the  entire  intestinal  tract  from  the  stomach  to 
the  anus  is  equally  stimulated. 


Or, 


Potassium. — The  salts  of  potassium  vary  so  much  in  their 
therapeutic  action  that  a brief  account  of  each  separately  will 
be  necessary.  They  possess  some  properties  in  common  ; thus, 
all  act  in  large,  doses  as  powerful  poisons  independent  of  the 
acid  with  which  they  may  be  chemically  combined.  The  spinal 
cord  and  nerve  centres  are  paralysed;  the  heart  is  depressed, 
and  its  movements  rendered  slow  and  irregular,  and  there  is  a 
fall  of  temperature  and  blood  pressure. 

One  large  dose  of  any  iiotassiura  salt  injected  into  the  veins 
of  an  animal  causes  sudden  arrest  of  the  heart's  action  and 
death.  The  e.xperiiiionts  of  Ringer  show  that  probably  the 
potassium  salts  act  as  pure  protoiilasmic  poisons,  destroying 
all  nitrogenous  tissues,  the  more  highly  organised  nerve  centre's 
suffering  lirst. 

After  a time  the  blood  becomes  thin  and  poor  when  the 
administration  is  protracted,  and  there  is  generally  great  loss 
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of  weight  from  absorption  of  the  fat  deposited  throughout  the 
body,  the  digestive  organs  are  interfered  with,  and  large  doses 
cause  paralysis'  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines. In  small  doses  these  salts  are  restorative,  supplying 
the  place  of  those  used  up  in  the  blood  corpuscles  and  in 
muscle.  Potassium  salts  exist  normally  in  the  solid  tissues, 
whilst  sodium  salts  abound  in  the  fluids  of  the  body.  Most 
of  them  are  diuretic  and  slightly  purgative.  The  salts  of 
potassium  pos.sess  higher  diffusive  power  and  more  readily 
enter  the  blood  than  the  sodium  salts.  They  increase  the 
formation  of  ¥ile.  There  are,  in  many  points,  close  resem- 
blances between  the  potassium  and  sodium  salts,  and  they 
may  be  taken  as  the  representatives  of  a very  important 
chemical  class  of  therapeutic  agents — the  alkalies.  (See  under 
Sodium). 

Brunton  has  shown  that  the  alkalies  when  admitted  to  the 
stomach  act  as  direct  stimulants,  and  notably  increase  the 
quantity  of /gastric  juice  when  given  before  food  ; and  thus 
their  utility  in  atonic  dysi^eiJsia,  and  their  power  for  harm  in 
irritative  gastric  complaints  ^vith  excessive  acid  secretion. 
Ringer’s  law  in  reference  to  acids  holds  true  conversely  when 
applied  to  alkalies,  which  he  believes  check  all  alkaline  secre- 
tions, while  they  stimulate  all  secretions  of  an  acid  reaction. 

Potassa  Caustica. — From  its  aflinity  for  water,  and  its 
power  of  dissolving  albumen,  this  substance  when  applied  to 
the  tissues  causes  their  ra{)id  destruction,  producing  an  ex- 
tensive eschar.  Its  destructive  action  being  both  deep  and 
wide,  its  use  must  be  restricted  to  such  pai-ts  where  no  vital 
organs  or  structures  are  within  reach.  Its  deliquescent  pro- 
perties cause  it  to  run  over  the  skin  if  allowed  to  remain  in 
contact  with  it  long ; hence  it  is  desirable  to  circumscribe  its 
action  with  a ring  of  adhesive  plaster,  or  with  some  adhesive 
cerate  of  fii-m  consistence,  or  combine  it  with  lime. 

When  the  solid  stick  is  applied  to  the  skin  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  any  very  superficial  part,  a contact  of  short  duration 
will  suffice,  and  blotting-paper  should  be  applied  to  absorb 
the  moisture,  else  the  esch.ar  will  be  much  deeper  than  is  in- 
tended. Cancers  of  epithelial  origin  may  be  often  satisfac- 
torily treated  in  this  way.  It  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
old-fashioned  issues  were  established,  and  is  still  employed 
in  opening  some  ahscesscs  or  cysts  in  the  interior  of  the 
alidomcn,  or  in  the  substance  of  the  liver.  A series  of  mild 
applications  of  the  caustic  excites  such  inflammation  that  the 
.•liiscess  or  cyst  wall  becomes  glued  to  the  abdominal  parietes, 
when  it  may  be  opened  with  the  knife  or  with  further  applica- 
tions of  the  caustic  without  any  danger  of  the  contents  cscap- 
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ino-  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Unhealthy,  foul  ulceus  showing 
a tendency  to  spread  by  sloughing  may  be  destroyed  with 
caustic  potash,  and  its  efficacy  in  various  chronic  induiated 
conditions  of  the  os  uteri  is  highly  spoken  of.  In  these  cases 
the  sood  effects  are  not  so  much  owing  to  the  destruction  of 
diseased  tissue  as  to  the  alteration  in  the  diseased  action  which 
always  follows  the  free  use  of  the  caustic.  The  caustic, 
apparently,  acts  as  a powerful  stimulant  to  the  healthy  tissues, 
hastening  repair  and  growth,  and  substituting  a healthy  in- 
flammation for  some  abnormal  tissue  change. 

The  deliquescent  properties  and  severity  of  action  peculiar 
to  caustic  potash  are  corrected  by  mixing  it  with  rather  more 
than  its  own  weight  of  water,  and  making  it  into  a paste  as 
required,  with  rectified  spirit  of  wine.  In  this  form  it  is  known 
as  Vienna  paste— a safer,  milder,  and  more  manageable  remedy 
than  the  pure  caustic  potash.  Internally,  this  substance  is 
never  given  in  the  solid  state,  since  small  quantities  would  act 
like  the  powerful  corrosive  poisons,  and  cause  death  by  destroy- 
ing the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  gullet,  somewhat 
after  the  manner  of  the  strong  mineral  acids. 

Liquor  Potassse  is  the  form  in  which  caustic  potash  is 
administered  internally,  though  if  given  in  its  undiluted 
strength  it  is  a powerful  corrosive  poison.  Applied  to  the 
cuticle  it  dissolves  it,  and  is  used  as  a remedy  for  in-yroioiny 
toe  nail,  with  a view  of  softening  the  nail  and  facilitating  its 
removal.  As  a lotion  it  is  likewise  useful  in  skin  affections, 
where  it  may  be  employed  with  two  distinct  intentions,  either 
to  partially  dissolve  or  hasten  the  removal  of  scales,  as  in 
yjsoriasis,  or  to  allay  the  itching  (by  its  alkaline  property)  of 
various  conditions,  eczema,  urticaria,  &c. 

Internally,  when  Liquor  Eotassm  or  any  solution  of  the 
hydrate  (largely  diluted)  is  swallowed  it  readily  finds  its 
entrance  into  the  blood  on  account  of  its  easy  diffusibility,  but 
it  first  neutralises  any  free  acid  with  which  it  comes  in  contact 
in  the  stomach;  it  acts  thus  as  an  antacid,  cither  locally  or 
after  its  admission  into  the  blood. 

Hence  it  has  been  used  to  check  e.xcessivc  acidity  anywhere, 
as  in  irritative  dyspepsia,  or  acid  conditions  of  the  urine, 
leading  to  uric  acid  deposits;  but  if  given  in  doses  suflicient 
to  jji'oducc  this  remote  antaciil  effect  it  will  be  often  found  to 
irritate  the  stomach,  and,  consequently,  it  is  not  so  valualffc  as 
the  less  irritating  salts.  It  increases  and  li([uelics  the  secre- 
tion in  krone/litis,  and  has  been  given  in  the  various  forms  of 
rheumatism  and  yout.  It  is  diuretic  to  some  extent,  as  it 
l)asscs  out  by  the  kidneys,  but  it  [)osscsses  less  ])ower  (in  safe 
doses)  over  the  stale  of  the  urine  than  the  citrates  and  car- 
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t-hA  does,  however,  cause  an  increase  in 

the  nitiogenous  elements  of  the  urine,  possibly  by  encourao-ino- 

^^estiuctive  metamorphoTes 

tlip  diuretic . action  of 

the  ding.  It  has  been  used  in  obesity. 

appears  to  possess  special  sedative  influence  over 
the  bladder  and  vretlira,  and  its  use  in  various  irritable  con- 
ditions  of  these  parts,  caused  by  unhealthy  urine  passing  over 

followed  liy  good  results  than  if 
any  of  its  salts  had  been  given,  the  bicarbonate  excepted 
Small  doses  given  with  a vegetable  tonic  before  meals,'  pos- 
sess considerable  power  in  increasing  the  flow  of  the  gastric 
.]uice  by  acting  as  a direct  stimulant  to  the  mucous  membrane 
in  the  same  way  that  acids  given  before  meals  correct  or  pre- 
vent the  excessive  secretion  of  acid  juice. 


(In  Atonic  Dyspepsia.) 

i-vc,.lxxx. 

Jvii.=S. 
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Potassa  Sulphurata  possesses  the  properties  of  the  sulphur 
compounds  in  a more  marked  degree  than  those  of  the  potas- 
Slum  salts,  and  ■udll  be  referred  to  under  Sulpliur. 

Potassii  Acetas,  Citras,  and  Tartras  — These  salts,  in 
rnodeiate  doses  (about  30  grs.)  enter  the  blood  speedily.  They 
circulate  along  with  it,  acting  as  restoratives  to  the  corpus- 
cuJar  elements  and  muscles  and  the  various  tissues  containino- 
potassium  salts  ; reaching  the  kidneys  the  excess  is  excreted 
in  the  urine.  Before  passing  out  of  the  body  the  salts  of 
potassium  with  vegetable  acids,  are  converted  into  carbonates 
or  bicarbonates,  increasing  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood  and 
lendering  allpaline  the  acid  urine.  The  alkalinity  of  the  urine 
results  even  if  the  salts  contain  an  excess  of  acid,  and  occurs, 
though  slightly,  after  the  use  of  the  acid  tartrate  ; and  since 
they  jiossess  no  local  corrosive  action,  but  may  be  taken  in 
doses  ten  to  twenty  times  larger  than  is  necessary  to  jirodiice 
their  dim  ctic  effect,  the}'  maj'  lie  administered  freely,  and  for 
a long  time  if  necessary.  Though  the  reaction  of  the  urine  is 
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thus  altered  from  acid  to  alkaline,  still  the  total  quantity  of 
aeids  in  a state  of  combination  secreted  by  the  kidney  may  be 
augmented. 

in  this  way  the  urine  may  be  kept  alkaline  for  many  weeks, 
and  there  is  some  evidence  that  during  that  time  small  uric 
acid  stones  in  the  kidney  may  be  dissolved  or  so  reduced  in 
size  that  they  may  pass  doum  the  ureter  and  be  expelled 
through  the  urethra.  In  health  they  often  fail  to  increase  the 
amount  of  urine. 

In  large  doses,  the  tartrate,  citrate,  and  acetate  of  potassium 
act  as  purgatives,  from  to  oz.  in  solution  being  generally 
enough  to  cause  mild  catharsis.  The  skin  is  acted  upon  by 
small  doses,  and  this  affords  a,  possille  explanation  of  the  re- 
frigerant or  febrifuge  qualities  which  these  salts  are  supposed 
to  possess.  They  open  up  the  cutaneous  circulation  by  causing 
dilatation  of  the  superficial  capillaries,  and  the  resulting  per- 
spii-ation  offers  one  way  for  the  extraction  of  heat  from  the 
body.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  at  the  same  time  they 
cause  siich  alterations,  either  in  the  density  or  composition  of 
the  blood,  as  prevent  or  retard  the  changes  taking  place  in 
that  fluid  upon  which  the  increased  temperature  of  the  body 
may  depend. 

In  acute  rheumatism  these  salts  are  found  beneficial ; by  in- 
creasing the  alkalinity  of  the  blood  they  counteract  the  effects 
of  the  rheumatic  poison,  and  thus  reduce  the  body  heat  and 
assist  in  the  cure  of  the  disease.  Their  antacid  properties  do 
not,  however,  account  for  all  the  good  they  do  in  acute  rheu- 
matism, for  they  probably  exercise  a sedative  influence  over 
the  nervous  system,  though  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  they 
materially  shorten  the  length  of  the  attack.  (Sec  Potassii 
Bicarbonas.)  Recently,  as  good  results  appear  to  have  been 
obtained  by  the  purel}'^  .acid  (acetic)  treatment  of  this  disease. 

The  acetate  of  potassium  is  the  most  certain  diuretic  of  (he 
vegetable  potassium  salts;  the  citrate  is  the  most  reliable 
diaphoretic  ; whilst  the  acid  tartrate  possesses  the  most  pro- 
nounced cathartic  properties.  The  citrate  is  more  commonly 
ordered  tha,n  any  other  potassium  compound,  since  it  is  this 
salt  which  is  formed  when  the  carbonate  or  bicarl )on.ate  is  ad- 
nainistcred  in  effervescence  with  lemon  juice.  1 n this  form  the 
citnitc  is  an  cleg, ant  gastric  sedative,  .and  it  is  beneficial  in 
irritable  conditions  of  this  organ;  with  the  addition  of  a little 
morplnne  no  coml.ination  gives  such  relief  in  phthisis  when 
the  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  the  congh  harassing,  .and  the  tongue 
furred.  The  good  cfl’ect  in  such  cases  is  to  some  extent  owing 
to  the  carbonic  acid  gas  coming  in  eont.act  with  the  |)criphcraT 
nerves  of  the  iriltated  mucous  mcnd)raiic.  'J’hc.se  salts  of 
potassium  (especially  the  eilr.atc)  have  been  highly  ' recom- 
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mended  as  restoratives  in  scurvy  by  those  who  believe  that  the 
disease  is  caused  by  a deficiency  of  potassium  in  the  system. 

It  is  the  citrate  which  should  always  be  selected  when  we 
wish  to  act  upon  the  urine  and  keep  it  alkaline  for  any  con- 
siderable length  of  time,  because  this  salt  has  the  slightest 
destruetive  action  upon  the  blood  and  is  the  least  likely  to 
derange  the  digestion  by  its  prolonged  administration. 
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The  acid  tartrate  may  be  given  with  sliced  lemon  in  hot 
water,  sweetened  with  a little  sugar.  Its  purgative  power  is 
increased  if  it  be  administered  in  less  water  than  will  dissolve 
it ; and  there  are  few  more  agreeable  laxatives  than  a paste 
made  of  cream  of  tartar  and  orange  marmalade.  The  mildness 
of  its  operation  recommends  its  use  in  the  reflex  constipation 
caused  by  painful  liccviorrlwids,  in  which  case  it  may  be  com- 
bined with  sulphur,  as  in  the  oflicial  confection,  or  it  may  be 
given  with  marmalade. 
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Potassii  Carbonas.— There  is  little  difference  in  the  action 
of  the  carbonate  of  potassium  and  the  liquor  potassm.  It  is 
corrosive  to  some  extent,  and  a large  dose  causes  death  by 
destroying  the  tissues  with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  though 
its  effects  are  not  so  severe  as  are  those  following  caustic 
potash  or  the  liquor.  It  is  seldom  given  in  medicine,  the  bi- 
carbonate possessing  all  its  virtues  without  its  irritative 
qualities.  It  readily  enters  the  blood,  in  which  it  remains  as 
carbonate ; and  it  passes  through  the  body,  being  eliminated 
unaltered,  and  appearing  as  carbonate  in  the  urine,  which  it 
renders  alkaline.  It  is  diuretic,  antacid,  and  antilithic. 

Externally  (4  grs.  to  1 oz.),  it  often  gives  good  results  by 
checking  the  acrid  secretion  of  weeping  eczemas  and  the  itch- 
ing of  iirticaria  and  other  skin  affections. 

Potassii  Bicarbonas.— This  salt  possesses  all  the  virtues 
of  the  potassium  compounds,  without  any  local  corrosive  or 
irritative  action.  It  is  a mild  antacid  ; given  in  small  doses, 
it  stimulates  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice  before  taking- 
food,  and  thus  is  beneficial  in  atonic  dyspepsia.  Ivl  painful 
gastric  affections  accompanied  by  excessive  secretion  of  acid 
and  acrid  fluid  after  meals,  if  administered  in  large  doses  it 
counteracts  acidity,  and  often  gives  instant  relief,  though  its 
continued  administration  in  such  cases  is  not  productive  of 
permanent  benefit.  In  c.ases  of  simple  gastralgia  or  cardialgia 
not  evidently  depending  upon  excess  of  acid  secretion,  the 
bicarbonate  often  gives  relief  by  its  local  soothing  or  sedative 
action,  possibly  by  giving  off  carbonic  acid  gas  as  it  comes  in 
contact  with  acids. 

It  makes  the  blood  more  alkaline,  and  is  excreted  as  car- 
bonate by  the  kidneys,  which  it  stimulates.  Passing  over  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  genito-urinary  tract,  it  either  exer- 
cises its  direct  sedative  influence,  or  else,  by  rendering  the 
urine  less  irritating,  it  soothes  the  inflamed  surfaces  in  cystitix. 
gnnorvhcea,  yyyelitis,  See.  It  may  well  be  combined  in  such 
cases  with  buchu,  pareira,  or  hyoscyamus.  If  the  urine  be 
already  alkaline  and  decomposing,  causing  irritation  by  the 
rapid  formation  of  .ammoniacal  compounds  in  the  bladder 
the  potassium  salts  may  do  harm  if  persisted  in.  If  the  irrita- 
tion is  caused  by  the  presence  of  an  abnormal  amount  of  urit; 
acid,  then  the  carbonate  or  bic.arbonate  gives  speedy  relief. 

There  is  some  evidence  to  show  that  good  results  raaj^  bo 
obtained  by  the  injection  into  the  bhadder  of  alkaline  solutions 
with  the  intention  of  dissolving  .small  7(ric  acid  calculi. 

There  is  much  difference  of  opinion  about  the  usefulness  of 
the  alkaline  treatment  in  eicute  rhcumati.m  ; but  though  it 
may  be  considered  that  evidence  is  wanting  to  prove  that  this 
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tieatment  possesses  the  power  of  cutting  short  the  disease,  still 
It  IS  a well-recognised  fact  that  the  alkalies  afford  marked  re- 
let  in  this  affection,  and  the  danger  of  cardiac  complication  is 
lessened.  It  is  possible  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  druo- 
do_  not  depend  upon  its  neutralising  the  supposed  excess  of 
acid  m acute  rheumatism,  but  from  its  so  altering  the  com- 
position of  the  blood  that  the  changes  in  this  fiuid,  caused  by 
toe  roeurafitic  poison,  are  less  easily  effected. 

In  rheumatoid  arthritis  and  chronic  rheumatism  good  results 
are  round  from  the  free  administration  of  the  bicarbonate  if 
combined,  with  tbe  iodide  of  potassium. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  alkalies,  when  given  for  a 
long  time  in  medicinal  doses,  cause  deterioration  in  the  quality 
of  the  blood  and  dimmish  the  weight  of  the  body ; and  thus  a 
taidy  convalescence  may  result  after  the  disease  for  which  they 
are  administered  is  cured.  ^ 

_ The  best  form  in  which  to  give  the  bicarbonate  of  potassium 
IS  effervescing  with  lemon  juice,  one  tablespoonful  of  which 
will  be  found  to  neutralise  25-30  gi-s.  of  this  salt;  but  the 
alkali  may  be  in  any  excess  that  the  physician  considers  his 
case  demands.  Thus,  in  acute  rheumatism  we  may  order  : 

5xij. 

3xij. 
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A solution  of  citric  acid  may  be  used  as  a substitute  for 
fresh  lemon  juice  when  the  fruit  cannot  be  obtained,  but  the 
natural  juice  is  always  to  be  preferred. 

The  official  effervescing  solution  may  be  freely  given  with 
milk,  and  is  often  retained  by  the  stomach  when  other  foods 
are  rejected. 

Potassii  Bichromas  is  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia 
to  make  chromic  acid  and  valerianate  of  sodium,  and  it  for- 
merly was  used  for  its  supposed  alterative  action  in  syjyhilis, 
resembling  mercury  in  therapeutic  effects,  but  it  is  seldom,  if 
ever,  now  prescribed.  Occasionally  it  is  employed  as  a caustic 
m the  form  of  a saturated  solution,  brushed  over  sujio'jicial 
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growths,  especially  of  a syphilitic  character.  gr.  would  be 
an  average  dose  of  this  di’ug  ; two  or  three  grains  will  act  as 
an  emetic.  Recently  Richardson  has  again  drawn  attention  to 
a peculiar  ulceration  of  the  hands,  face,  and  septum  nasi 
which  attacks  persons  working  with  this  drug.  The  ulceration 
does  not  come  on  unless  there  has  been  a previous  abrasion. 

Potassii  Bromidum  and  lodidum.  (See  under  Bromum 
and  lodum.) 

Potassii  Chloras — Few  remedies  have  been  credited  with 
so  many  virtues,  but  since  the  knowledge  that  chlorate  of 
potassium  passes  for  the  most  part  through  the  system  un- 
changed without  parting  with  its  oxygen,  its  uses  have  been 
somewhat  restricted ; and  some  authorities  have  been  led 
erroneously  to  state  that  it  produces  no  appreciable  effect  in 
the  system  after  its  admission  into  the  blood. 

Recently  Mering,  in  Hoppe-Seyler's  laboratory,  has  demon- 
strated that  “ this  salt  under  the  influence  of  carbonic  and 
probably  other  acids,  is  decomposed  in  the  system  with  the 
gradual  liberation  of  chloric  acid,  which  tends  to  reduce  the 
alkalinity  of  the  blood,  and  in  tliis  lies  the  key  to  the  right 
understanding  of  the  action  of  chlorate  of  potassium.” 

In  moderately  large  doses  (20  grs.)  it  stimulates  the  kidneys 
as  it  is  excreted  by  them,  and  a portion  appears  in  the  urine. 
This  effect  will  be  found  to  be  perhaps  more  constant  than 
that  of  most  other  dim-etic  medicines  ; and  it  seems  to  act 
powerfully  upon  the  kidneys  if  administered  during  pregnancy. 
In  poisonous  doses  (1  oz.)  it  causes  active  congestion  of  these 
organs,  with  bloody  and  finally  suppressed  urine. 

It  is,  however,  for  its  influence  over  unhealthy  mucous  sitr- 
faces  that  this  remedy  will  always  keep  a high  place  in  thera- 
peutics. This  effect  is  witnessed  when  a solution  is  applied  to 
the  spongy  gnms  in  various  ajMhous  conditions  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  and  in  active  inflammations  of  the  tonsils  and 
mucous  lining  of  the  pharynx  and  narcs.  A rational  expla- 
nation of  its  action  in  these  cases  has  yet  to  be  given,  and  we 
must  fall  back  upon  such  a term  as  “ alterative  ” to  explain  its 
beneficial  effects,  for  it  seems  by  its  local  influence  to  alter  in 
some  way  the  unhealthy  action  of  the  membrane.  One  effect 
may  be  constantly  observed  when  chlorate  of  potassium  is  used 
as  a gargle  in  follicular  pharyngitis  or  acute  tonsillitis 
Marked  benefat  at  first  follows  its  use,  but  if  it  is  persevered  in 
for  any  length  of  time,  it  keeps  up  a chronic  irriUition  which 
subsides  only  after  its  u.sc  is  witluirawn.  It  appears  to  have 
an  influence  over  the  salivary  and  buccal  glands,  like  what  it 
has  been  observed  to  exercise  over  the  mammary— viz  it 


456 


THEEAPEUTICS. 


Pot.  Chlor. 


checks  or  moderates  their  secretion  if  excessive,  and  stimulates 
or  increases  it  if  scanty.  It  has  been  highly  spoken  of  in  ex- 
cessive salivation  from  the  injurious  use  of  mercury. 

After  its  absorption  and  entrance  into  the  blood  it  appears 
to  exercise  the  same  alterative,  stimulating,  or  regulating 
power  over  other  mucous  surfaces,  especially  the  intestinal.  In 
diseases  of  cMldlioccl,  depending  upon  catarrhal  and  other  un- 
healthy inflammations  of  the  mucous  memljrane  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  from  the  mouth  to  the  anus,  the  -nTiter  has  found 
this  drug  invaluable.  It  is  an  expectorant  in  hronchitis. 

In  scrofula  and  various  states  depending  upon  a depraved 
or  impoverished  condition  of  the  blood,  chlorate  of  potassium 
has  been  highly  spoken  of,  though  it  appears  possible  that 
many  of  its  good  efects  in  these  cases  may  depend  upon  the 
iron  which  is  so  constantly  prescribed  along  with  it. 

A solution  of  about  6 gi's.  to  each  fluid  ounce  of  distilled 
water  is  a satisfactory  application  to  unhealthy  sores  and 
ulcers,  and  may  be  used  for  washing  out  foul  sinuses  or  cavi- 
ties, and  will  be  found  a valuable  stimulant  in  various  chronic 
affections  of  the  Madder,  if  injected  twice  a day.  The  pow- 
dered salt  may  be  applied  to  aphthous  spots  on  the  cheehs, 
tongue,  or  gums,  and  has  been  found  to  alter  the  action,  dim- 
inish the  pain,  and  check  the  growth  of  epithelial  cancers. 
Small  pieces  sucked  in  the  mouth,  by  reflex  action  excite 
effectually  the  secretion  of  healthy  mucus  in  chronic  bronchial 
and  laryngeal  affections,  so  that  the  expectoration  is  rendered 
more  fluid  or  less  adhesive,  and  is  readily  swept  up  by  the 
cilia ; hence  this  salt  is  classed  as  a ciliary  excitant. 

Internally,  it  acts  often  beneficially  as  an  expectorant  in 
chronic  bronchitis,  when  given  with  hippo  and  senega. 

Dr.  Harkin  has  pointed  out  its  usefulness  in  purgmra  ha’inor- 
rhagica,  heematuria,  and  a host  of  blood  ailments. 

Recent  experience  is  showing  that  chlorate  of  potassium  is 
not  so  inert  as  has  been  supposed  ; already  many  cases  of  poi- 
soning having  occurred  on  the  Continent,  and  some  from  taking 
doses  under  1 oz.;  and  Professor  Bohn  suggests  the  possibility 
of  the  chlorate  being  the  cause  of  death  in  some  diseases  in 
which  it  is  administered  as  a remedy,  and  he  gives  two  instances 
of  death  in  diphtheria,  closely  resembling  chlorate  of  potas- 
sium poisoning,  the  salt  having  been  previously  freely  given. 

In  acute  poisoning,  death  may  take  place  in  a few  hours, 
from  the  hemoglobin  of  the  blood  being  converted  into  methe- 
moglobin,  producing  a chocolate  colouration  ; there  is  vomit- 
ing, diarrhoea,  dyspnoea,  and  cardiac  depression. 
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Potassii  Cyanidum.— This  active  poison  is  only  introduced 
into  the  new  B.P.  for  its  employment  in  the  purification  of 
bismuth.  It  is  not  used  internally;  it  resembles  hydrocyanic 
acid  in  its  action  upon  the  system. 

Potassii  Nitras— The  salts  of  potassium,  with  the  mineral 
acids,  differ  materially  from  the  vegetable  aeid  salts  of  potas- 
sium in  passing  through  the  system  and  being  eliminated  un- 
changed in  the  urine,  while  the  latter  are  converted  into 
carbonates. 

The  nitrate  is  a very  aetive  substance ; it  rapidly  enters  the 
blood,  and  in  large  doses  prevents  its  coagulability  by  its 
action  on  the  fibrine.  It  so  alters  the  red  blood  corpuscles 
that  they  soon  cease  to  possess  any  power  of  carrying  oxygen 
to  the  tissues.  The  first  effect  upon  the  heart  is  to  render  it 
slower  in  its  movements  ; afterwards  it  becomes  quick  and 
weak  and  finally  stops.  Death  may  result  from  the  violent 
irritant  action  of  the  salt  on  the  alimentary  canal  giving  rise 
to  severe  vomiting  and  purging.  “ 

The  salt  i.s  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  during  its  passage 
through  which  it  acts  as  a stimulating  diuretic,  appearing  Tu 
the  urine  as  nitrate.  The  skin  is  acted  upon,  this  salt  possess- 
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ing  very  constant  diaphoretic  povfers,  which  are  increased  if 
it  be  adininistered  in  some  hot  fluid  at  bed-time.  A glass  of 
whiskey  or  brandy,  with  boiling  water  and  sugar  and  half  a 
dram  of  nitrate,  affords  a good  chance  of  getting  the  hot  skin 
to  secrete  abundant  moisture  in  feirile  a f'ections,  while  it 
slightly  reduces  the  pulse,  and  the  temperature  falls  a little. 

This  refrigerant  action  of  nitre  is  generally  explained  by  its 
sedative  influence  on  the  circulation  and  its  effect  upon  the 
skin.  It  is  a favourite  diaphoretic  and  diuretic  in  all  inflam- 
matory affections,  except  where  the  gastro-intestinal  or  renal 
apparatus  is  involved.  It  is,  probably,  partially  excreted  by 
the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  over  which  it  appears  to 
exercise  an  influence  not  unlike  that  which  it  effects  on  the 
skin,  and  it  is  a reliable  expectorant.  It  appears  to  be  most 
useful  when  the  irritation  or  inflammation  is  conflned  to  the 
trachea  or  larger  divisions  of  the  respiratory  tract.  Bibulous 
paper  soaked  in  a strong  solution  of  nitre,  dried,  and  allowed 
to  burn  slowly  in  the  patient’s  room,  has  long  been  a favourite 
remedy  in  asth  ma. 

The  nitrate  may  be  given  with  great  advantage  in  a mixture 
of  the  citrate  or  bicarbonate  in  effervescence. 
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Potassii  Permanganas  is  a powerful  oxidiser,  readily 
parting  with  its  oxygen,  which,  on  being  freed,  forms  harm- 
less compounds  with  foul-smelling  gases  and  liquids,  thus 
acting  as  a very  efficient  deodoriser.  In  a similar  way  it 
destroys  the  germs  of  disease,  and  thus  is  a disinfectant.  It 
makes  an  elegant  and  not  unpleasant  gargle  in  fetid  vlcera- 
tions  about  the  gvms,  month,  or  throat,  iu  the  proportion  of 
about  2 grs.  of  the  salt  in  10  oz.  of  distilled  water.  This  weak 
solution  "may  be  also  used  as  a lotion  to  snjypnrating  sores,  or 
as  an  injection  into  sup2)urating  cavities  and  sinuses,  as  in 
ozmna  and  empyema,  or  as  an  injection  in  cancer  of  the  os 
uteri.  It  should  never  be  ordered  in  company  with  any  other 
drug,  but  be  prescribed  with  distilled  water,  and  kept  in  stop- 
i)cretl  bottles;  or  given  iu  the  form  of  jiill  (page  64)  as  it  so 
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readily  parts  with  its  oxygen,  even  exploding  when  mixed  with 
sugar,  syi'up,  or  easily  oxidised  bodies.  It  is  probably  entirely 
decomposed  in  the  stomach  before  absorption. 

The  writer  has  found  better  results  from  an  injection  of 
this  salt  (4  gr.  to  1 oz.)  in  gonorrhoea  than  from  any  other 
local  remedy.  It  is  very  valuable  (1  gr.  to  1 oz.)  in  gleet. 

It  has  been  given  in  grain  doses  in  diabetes. 

The  i^ermanganate  of  potassium  has  been  very  highly  ex- 
tolled as  a specific  in  amenorrhoea  or  scanty  menstruation, 
given  in  2 gr.  pills.  The  writer  has  not  been  fortunate  with 
it  in  a number  of  such  cases  in  which  it  was  freely  given  about 
the  time  of  the  expected  illness. 

It  has  been  used  to  counteract  the  poison  of  snake-bites,  and 
Dr.  M‘Farland  has  recommended  it  strongly  in  cholera. 

Potassii  Prussias  Flava  is  only  employed  to  make  hydro- 
cyanic acid. 

Potassii  Sulphas  is  used  in  Pharmacy  to  assist  in  the  sub- 
division of  the  particles  of  powders  and  pill  mas.ses  to  insure 
their  uniform  separation.  It  is  a mild  cathartic,  acting  by 
increasing  the  intestinal  glandular  secretion;  and  is  especially 
suitable  for  children.  The  experiments  of  Kutherford  prove 
that  it  is  a decided  hepatic  stimulant,  though  uncertain. 

It  may  be  given  in  teaspoonful  doses  in  a tumblerful  of  water. 

Prunum. — The  dried  plum  is  seldom  employed  as  a medi- 
cine, but  it  is  freely  used  in  domestic  life  as  a food  and  sweet- 
meat. It  possesses  faint  laxative  properties,  and  when  stewed 
makes  a tempting  dish  for  constipated  children.  It  probably 
acts  by  increasing  peristaltic  action. 

Pterocarpi  Lignum  has  faint  astringent  properties,  pro- 
bably depending  upon  traces  of  tannic  acid  which  it  contains. 
It  is  used  solely  as  a colouring  agent ; and  in  the  compoimd 
tincture  of  lavender,  to  which  it  imparts  its  beautiful  red 
colour,  it  is  prescribed  to  render  colourless  or  unsightly  mix- 
tures, more  attractive. 

Pyrethri  Radix  may  be  taken  as  the  type  of  a class  of 
remedies  called  sialagogues,  which  increase  the  rpiantity  of  the 
salivary  secretion.  When  chewed  in  the  mouth,  pcllitory 
acts  .as  a powerful  .stimulant  to  these  glands,  causing  a sudden 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  saliva  by  its  direct  irritant  .action. 
It  h.as  been  thus  u.scd  to  relieve  the  pain  of  carious  teeth 
and  .as  a m.asticatory  in  paralysis  of  the  tongm  and  I'claxatioii 
of  the  urnla.  Its  p.ain-relicviiig  properties  .are  very  uncertain 
though  the  tingling  and  unplc.a.sant  sensation  which  it  causes 
in  the  mouth  will  alw.ays  to  some  extent  mask  p.ain ; .and  it 
appears  to  blunt  the  sensibility  of  the  nerves  distributed  to  the 
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lining  membrane  of  the  mouth.  Internally,  it  has  been  given 
in  ylolxis  hystericus  by  Roth,  who  reports  very  favourably  of  it. 
He  believes  it  acts  by  stimulating  the  sympathetic. 

The  writer  has  found  it  useful  as  a rapid  method  of  haviny 
iodine  eliminated  fvotn  the  system  in  chronic  poisoning . 

The  tincture  may  be  used  as  a mouth-wash  in  the  proportion 
of  a teaspoonful  to  a wine-glassful  of  water ; or  it  may  be 
applied  in  its  undihrted  state  on  cotton  wool  to  the  cavity  of 
the  diseased  and  painful  tooth. 

Pyroxylin  is  employed  in  making  Collodion  (which  see). 
It  is  not  used  internally. 

Quassia  is  a pure  bitter  tonic,  devoid  of  astringency  ; it  is 
used  in  dyspepsia  and  anorexia.  Under  “ Calumba  ” its  mode 
of  action  is  explained.  It  closely  resembles  calumba,  and,  like 
it,  may  be  given  with  the  preparations  of  iron,  since  it  con- 
tains no  tannin. 

It  possesses  toxic  properties  when  eaten  by  flies  and  fish,  and 
has  been  supposed  to  act  in  a similar  way  in  various  diseased 
conditions  of  the  blood,  destroying  unhealthy  organisms,  and 
acting  as  a true  febrifuge,  like  quinine,  but  only  very  doubtful 
success  has  resulted  when  thus  administered,  possibly  because 
too  small  a dose  has  been  used.  When  injected  into  the  rectum 
a strong  infusion  will  cause  the  death  of  the  thread  worm. 

Recent  attempts  have  been  made  by  Adrian  and  Moreaux  to 
isolate  (puassiin.  They  have  been  so  successful  as  to  lead  to 
the  hope  that  the  pharmacology  of  this  drug  will  soon  advance. 


Quercus  Cortex — Oak  bark  is  a valuable  astringent,  owing 
to  the  amount  of  tannic  acid  which  it  contains— (see  under 
Acid.  Tannicum)— and  it  may  be  given  internally  wherever  an 
astringent  is  indicated,  though  it  is  generally  used  as  an  ex- 
ternal application.  The  decoction  makes  a useful  though  not 
very  elegant  (jarglc  in  rela.ved  sore  throat  and  spongy  gums , 
or  a lotion  to  Jlabhy  ulcers  and  \^vot\\so\j .<nqu>'>t'>'ating  wounds; 
or  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  prolagwus  ant. 
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In  passive  diarvlicea  half  a wine-glassful  may  be  taken  after 
each  loose  motion. 

2^.  C1(U  3iij. 
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Quinine.  (See  under  Cinchona.) 

Resina  is  not  administered  internally.  It  owes  its  position 
in  medicine  solely  to  its  adhesive  property  and  to  its  power  of 
making  various  fatty  mixtures  of  suitable  consistence  for  oint- 
ments. It  has,  however,  feeble  stimulating  qualities,  and  is 
much  used  when  made  into  an  ointment  with  wax,  lard,  and 
oil  as  a mild  stimulant  to  sluggish  ulcers  and  slowly  healing 
wounds;  it  appears  to  act  in  such  cases  by  causing  enough 
irritation  to  slightly  increase  the  blood  supply ; at  the  same 
time  it  protects  the  ulcerated  or  wounded  surface  fi'om  the 
action  of  the  atmosphere. 

Rhamni  Frangulse  Cortex  when  fi’eshly  collected  is  a 
powerful  irritant  to  the  gastric  and  intestinal  membrane,  pro- 
ducing violent  vomiting  and  2Jurging,  and  may  cause  death. 
After  being  kept  for  a year  or  more  its  action  is  much  milder, 
and  it  becomes  a valuable  cathartic,  acting  very  much  like  its 
ally— Cascara  Sagrada — which  see.  It  is  useful  in  chronic 
constiggation,  and  as  a mild  purgative  where  hwinorrhoids  are 
present.  It  may  be  used  exactly  as  the  Cascara,  and  its  dose 
will  not  require  to  be  increased  as  is  the  case  with  other  pur- 
gativ  es.  One  dram  of  the  liquid  extract  may  be  given  twice 
a day.  It  is  very  suitable  for  children. 

Rhamni  Pursliiani  Cortex  (or  Cascara  Sagrada  Bark— 
which  see,  page  355). 

Rhatania  (or  Krameria — which  see,  page  413). 

Rhei  Radix — Rhubarb  when  administered  in  small  doses 
(2  to  5 grs.)  acts_  as  a stomachic,  increasing  the  quantity  of 
the  ‘gastric  juice,  improving  the  appetite,  and  tissistiiig  dicres- 
tion,  and  the  Liiicturc  lias  been  long  ivsed  as  a tonic.  It  soon 
finds  its  way  into  tlie  blood,  and,  acting  as  a stimulant  to  the 
liver,  or  to  that  jiortion  of  it  whoso  duty  it  is  to  secrete  bile 
it  increases  the  quantity  of  this  fluid  without  diminishing-  any 
of  its  ingredients.  The  cholagogue  action  of  rhubarb  is  Inde- 
pendent of  any  cathartic  clfects,  as  the  results  of  experiments 
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prove  that  the  amount  of  the  bile  can  be  mai'kedly  increased 
in  fasting  animals  without  the  bowels  being  disturbed. 

In  large  doses  (20  grs.)  its  cathartic  properties  are  rendered 
apparent,  and  it  produces  mild  purgation,  probably  by  stimu- 
lating the  muscular  movements  of  the  intestinal  tube  from  the 
duodenum  to  the  rectum.  It  also  acts,  though  to  a small  ex- 
tent, as  a mild  stimulant  to  the  intestinal  glands,  and  slightly 
increases  their  secretion.  In  doses  of  60  grs.  the  intestinal 
fluids  are  considerably  augmented. 

Ehubarb  after  exercising  its  cathartic  power  becomes  an 
astringent,  and  checks  the  alimentary  secretions,  causing  sub- 
sequent constipation,  owing  to  the  rheo-tannic  acid  which  it 
contains,  and  consequently  it  is  not  an  advisable  purgative  for 
patients  suffering  under  chronic  constipation. 

This  renders  it  highly  valuable  in  diarrhoea  when  we  wish 
to  produce  an  astringent  effect  after  getting  rid  of  some  irri- 
tating food  or  matters  remaining  in  the  canal. 

In  hcvmorrhoids  few  remedies  will  be  found  so  useful  as 
rhubarb,  and  some  consider  it  much  more  efficacious  if  slowly 
chewed  in  the  mouth  ; but  in  any  case  its  great  disadvantage 
is  its  astringency,  which,  in  this  affection,  is  entirely  counter- 
acted by  two  to  four  dram  doses  of  olive  oil  taken  every  night, 
floating  on  a little  milk. 

The  stools  are  at  first  rather  dark,  owing  to  the  increased 
bile,  and  colouring  matter  of  the  rhubarb  ; they  are  afterwards 
found  to  be  paler  than  natural.  The  colouring  matter  of  the 
rhubarb,  which  consists  of  chrysophanic  acid,  is  found  in  the 
perspiration,  milk,  and  urine,  but  chiefly  in  the  latter. 

An  equal  quantity  of  bicarbonate  of  sodium  is  said  to  over- 
come the  astringent  properties  of  rhubarb  and  disguise  its 
taste ; and  it  may  be  so  ordered  as  a powder  in  teaspoonful 
doses  in  water. 

It  should  be  ordered  with  some  substance  like  magnesia,  as 
in  the  celebrated  Gregory’s  Powder  or  official  Pulv.  Ehei  Co., 
which  may  be  given  in  milk,  and  is  an  invaluable  cathartic  in 
the  various  gaxtric  and  abdominal  troubles  of  childhood.  The 
syrup  is  well  suited  for  children,  the  coriander  partially  con- 
cealing the  flavour. 

The  following  form  will  be  found  a good  one  for  producing 
the  stomachic  effects  of  rhubarb,  though  some  prefer  to  substi- 
tute pei)permint  for  the  essence  of  aniseed ; or  the  official 
compound  powder  may  be  given  in  a mixture — half  an  ounce 
rubbed  up  with  nine  and  a half  ounces  of  Aqua  Meuthiu 
Viridis  and  half  an  ounce  of  Spiritus  Ammonim  Aromaticus. 
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If  a combination  of  rhubarb  with  an  active  cathartic  is 
required,  the  official  pill  in  10  gi'.  doses  will  be  found  to  answer 
all  purposes.  The  extract,  or  the  powder  made  into  a pill  with 
a little  glycerine,  is  the  best  form  in  which  to  administer 
rhubarb  when  we  wish  to  have  its  effects  without  the  influence 
of  any  other  drug. 

Rhoeados  Petala  possess  very  feeble  narcotic  qualities. 
Though  it  is  impossible  to  get  any  traces  of  morphine  when 
submitted  to  chemical  examination,  still  the  characteristic 
effects  of  opium  hav'e  been  noticed  when  the  syi-up  has  been 
given  to  very  youncj  children  or  Infants.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
onlj'  for  its  colom-ing  properties  that  it  can  be  said  to  be  used 
in  medicine. 

Ricini  Oleum  is  a mild  cathartic,  by  some  authorities 
classed  as  a laxative.  If  rubbed  into  the  sldn  of  the  abdomen 
in  presence  of  a heat  above  that  of  the  body,  or  if  injected  into 
a vein,  swallowed,  or  thrown  into  the  rectum,  castor  oil  pro- 
duces the  same  effect  upon  the  intestines.  The  intestinal 
glands  are  slightly  stimulated,  and  the  vermicular  contractions 
are  increased  in  frequency  and  power,  especially  in  the  duo- 
denal part  of  the  canal,  the  result  of  which  is,  that  in  about 
six  hours  several  very  soft  but  not  watery  stools  arc  passed 
with  little  pain  and  no  constitutional  disturbance.  The  oil 
passes  out  by  the  bowel  in  a slightly  altered  condition,  but  it 
may  be  recognised  in  the  secretion  of  the  mammary  gland  by 
its  purgative  effects  upon  the  infant. 

It  possesses  no  power  over  the  hepatic  secretion,  .and  appears 
to  lose  its  influence  after  a time;  and  in  some  cases  its  adminis- 
tration seems  to  be  followed,  like  rhubarb,  by  an  astringent 
effect.  In  jn'cy nancy,  where  it  is  a very  safe  [uirgative,  large 
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closes  may  be  required  if  regularly  and  constantly  employed ; 
and  it  is  strange  that  sometimes  in  these  cases  if  the  large  dose 
(1  oz.)  be  ■withheld,  and  only  one  or  two  teasjDoonfuls  given, 
the  drug  appears  to  regain  its  power,  and  to  purge  freely. 
The  oil  greatly  assists  the  nutritive  process,  and  increases 
marliedly  the  iveuih  t of  the  body,  being  in  those  cases  where 
it  is  tolerated,  capable  of  producing  results  like  cod-liver  oR. 

Its  bland  qualities  render  it  a favourite  and  safe  purgative 
for  young  children  and  infants,  and  in  cases  of  pelvic  disease. 
In  the  diarrhoea  of  infancy  it  is  a prized  medicine,  acting  by 
causing  the  expulsion  of  all  irritating  matters. 

Infoecal  accumulations  castor  oil  has  long  held  a high  repu- 
tation ; but  too  great  stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  rule,  that 
it  should  not  be  depended  upon  without  the  aid  of  enemata  of 
large  quantities  of  warm  water. 

Accumulations  of  the  rinds  of  fruits  (especially  of  goose- 
berries), so  often  found  in  children,  are  not  advantageously  ex- 
pelled by  castor-oil,  as  is  supposed.  More  energetic  cathartics 
are  required,  and  calomel  is  especially  useful  in  such  cases.  A 
di’op  of  castor-oil  allowed  to  fall  upon  the  conjunctiva  is  a 
soothing  protective  when  a foreign  body  has  found  its  way 
under  the  lids. 

The  unpleasant  flavour  and  sickening,  greasy  taste  of  castor- 
oil  is  a great  hindrance  to  its  use,  and  various  methods  have 
been  resorted  to  by  the  physician,  dispenser,  and  nurse  to  hide 
its  nauseous  qualities.  If  ordered  alone,  it  may  be  adminis- 
tered when  it  reaches  the  sick  chamber  by  floating  it  upon  a 
little  wine  or  spu’it  in  a glass,  without  being  permitted  to  stick 
to  its  sides.  In  whatever  form  administered,  the  patient  should 
bolt  it  quickly  ; some  patients  take  it  in  orange  juice,  coffee, 
water,  or  gruel. 

Directions  are  frequently  given  to  float  the  dose  between 
different  strata  of  liquids.  This  is  not  practicable.  Perhaps 
the  best  of  all  methods  is  to  pom'  some  f/c/c/i  cream  into  a very 
clean  wine-glass,  turn  it  round,  so  that  the  sides  get  smeared 
well  over,  pour  in  a tablespoonful  of  castor  oil,  and  a little 
cream  on  the  top.  The  patient,  having  taken  a teaspoonful  of 
cream  into  his  mouth  and  caused  it  to  come  in  contact  with 
his  palate  by  the  movement  of  his  tongue,  is  directed  to  swallow 
at  a gulp  the  oil  and  cream  out  of  the  wine-glass,  throwing 
back  his  head,  that  they  may  the  more  readily  pass  over  the 
tongue.  If  not  taken  in  this  wajq  castor-oil  should  be  gently 
wai'ined  before  being  administered,  as  it  is  rendered  thus  more 
liquid  and  less  adhesive.  The  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds 
conceals  the  nauseous  smell  of  this  oil.  The  attempts  to  pre- 
scribe this  drug  in  the  form  of  an  emulsion  arc  generally  fail- 
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ures,  and  liquor  potassas  should  not  be  used.  If  a castor-oil 
draught  is  ordered  by  the  physician,  he  should  endeavour  to 
make  it  of  as  small  bulk  as  is  possible. 

A favourite  combination  is  a half-ounce  dose  of  castor  oil 
with  10  to  20  minims  of  tincture  of  opium  to  prevent  griping. 
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Children  bear  large  doses  well,  and  a small  teaspoonful  is 
often  administered  to  newly-born  infants  without  producing 
unpleasant  effects.  As  a rule,  never  more  than  half  an  ounce 
should  be  administered  for  the  first  time  to  an  adult,  and  often 
two  drams  will  be  found  enough. 

One  to  two  ounces,  with  as  much  mucilage  of  starch,  may 
be  injected  into  the  rectum. 

Rosae  Caninse  Fructus — in  the  form  of  confection — is  used 
as  a basis  for  pill  masses  and  electuaries.  It  is  useful  for  work- 
ing up  insoluble  powders,  especially  of  vegetable  origin,  into 
the  pilular  form.  It  possesses  two  disadvantages  as  an  ex- 
cipient— viz.,  the  free  malic  acid  which  it  contains  is  liable  to 
decompose  many  metallic  salts,  and  it  generally  increases  the 
bulk  of  the  pill  to  a very  undesirable  extent.  It  can  scarcely 
be  regarded  as  having  any  therapeutic  properties. 

EiOSSe  Centifolise  Petala  are  only  used  in  the  form  of  otto, 
or  rose  water,  for  the  sake  of  their  delicious  perfume.  The 
water  may  be  used  as  the  basis  of  eye-washes  and  lotions, 
especially  for  the  face,  where  its  fragrance  renders  it  par- 
ticularly acceptable. 

Rosae  Gallicse  Petala. — The  petals  of  the  red  rose  possess 
astringent  properties  if  collected  before  their  expansion,  as 
the  Pharmacopoeia  directs.  Their  astringcncy  depends  upon 
the  small  quantities  of  tannic  and  gallic  acids  contained  in 
them,  and  is  not  so  very  decided  as  to  warrant  the  use  of  the 
drug  in  the  presence  of  so  many  valuable  official  tannates. 

The  infusion  made  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  and  water  is  an 
elegant  method  of  administering  the  mineral  acid,  and  may  be 
made  the  basis  of  many  agreeable  mixtures.  Its  activity 
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depends  upon  the  tonic  and  astringent  properties  of  sulphuric 
acid,  and  it  may  be  freely  given  where  this  acid  is  useful,  as 
in  the  licpmcjJtysis  and  siveating  of  iihtldsis,  and  as  a gargle  in 
relaxed  sore  throat.  The  dilute  nitric  acid  may  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  sulphuric  with  great  advantage  in  suitable  cases, 
as  pointed  out  by  Squire. 

The  confection  of  the  red  rose  is  used  like  the  corresponding 
preparation  of  hips — to  form  the  basis  of  pill  masses  and  cough 
linctures.  The  syrup  is  never  employed  except  for  its  colour. 

Rosmarini  Oleum  is  a powerful  stimulant  when  taken  in- 
ternally (which  is  seldom) ; it  acts  like  peppermint  and  eajuput . 

Externally,  it  is  a valuable  rubefacient,  and  is  much  used  as 
an  application  to  the  scalgj  in  haldnes.9,  where  it  is  commonly 
supposed  to  exercise  good  influence  over  the  nutrition  of  the 
hair-bulbs,  by  inereasing  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  skin.  Irs 
efficacy  is  gi-eatly  increased  by  combining  it  with  cantharides. 
It  is  often  added  to  liniments  on  account  of  its  odour. 

The  following  is  a valuable  stimulant  to  the  gi’owth  of 
hair  : — 
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E/Utse  Oleum  is  a strong  rubefacient,  and  if  applied  to  the 
skin  with  friction  it  will  often  cause  vesication. 

Internally,  rue  is  not  often  administered  ; it  acts  as  a power- 
ful stimulant  like  rosemary,  pepperinint,  and  eajuput,  and  is 
occasionally  used  for  its  antisjiasmodic  powers  to  relieve  coho 
in  2 to  5 minim  doses  on  sugar,  or  in  a spoonful  of  whiskey, 
or  in  pill.  It  may  be  given  in  hysterical  ailments,  epilepsy,  &c. 

Rue  excites  the  contractions  of  the  uterus,  aiul  has  beeu 
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employed  to  j))'oduce  alortwn,  and  has  caused  death,  preceded 
by  symptoms  of  narcotic  and  irritant  poisoning. 

Sabadilla  and  Veratrine,  its  alkaloid,  are  violent  irritant 
poisons,  producing  vomiting  and  purging,  with  intense  abdo- 
minal pain,  convulsions,  extreme  muscular  prostration,  and 
great  cardiac  weakness  and  collapse,  with  a prickling  sensa- 
tion felt  in  the  skin  of  the  body.  It  exerts  its  action  chiefly 
upon  the  muscles  by  producing  'prolunged  contraction,  which 
Brunton  has  found  is  removed  by  extremes  of  heat  and  cold. 
The  sensory  and  motor  nerve  enilings,  at  first  stimulated,  be- 
come paralysed,  and  the  heart  muscle,  after  slow  and  pro- 
longed contraction,  is  arrested  in  systole,  the  pulse  and  blood 
pressm-e  having  at  first  become  increased,  then  fall  markedly. 
The  respirations,  at  fii-st  quickened  by  small  doses,  become 
slowed  by  large  ones,  and  finally  paralysis  of  both  vagi  and 
respiratory  centre  takes  place. 

Veratrine  applied  to  the  skin,  paralyses  the  filaments  of  the 
sensory  nerves,  acting  as  a local  anaesthetic,  and  hence  has 
been  used  as  an  application  in  the  form  of  the  official  ointment 
to  various  neuralgic  nerves.  The  best  results  have  followed 
its  use  in  the  case  of  the  fifth  nerve,  and  it  has  been  found 
useful  in  had  sciatica,  and  sick-head  ache,  when  rubbed  over  the 
affected  or  tender  nerves.  Its  use  is  generally  followed  by 
some  local  irritation  in  the  skin.  When  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  it  acts  as  a sternutatoiy, 
causing  depressing  sneezing.  It  also  acts  as  an  errhiue,  greatly 
increasing  the  secretion  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane. 

A eratrum  viride,  or  giccn  hellebore  root,  should  not  be  con- 
founded by  the  student  with  veratrine,  the  alkaloid  of  saba- 
dilla, though  sabadilla  and  green  hellebore  resemble  each  other 
''cry  closely,  and  the  alkaloids  of  each  are  identical. 

_ \eratrine  is  only  used  externally  ; when  its  internal  effect 
IS  requu-ed,  the  green  hellebore  root  tincture  is  used.  In  lai'ge 
doses  this  acts  as  a powerful  drastic  purgative,  causing  watery, 
painful,  and  bloody  motions,  re.sembling  colchicum  in  some  of 
it.s  effects,  whilst  ils  influence  over  the  heart,  which  it  at  first 
stiinulatc.s  and  afterwards  soothes,  has  been  likened  to  that  of 
aconite.  Ihc  pupil  dilates,  anil  the  pulse  under  its  use  may 
fall  to  half  its  nuinber,  and  is  very  much  weakened  in  force. 
lIiG  muscles,  at  first  rendered  more  irritable,  become  jireatly 
prostrated,  and  voluntary  movement  is  dillicult,  evideidly  Croni 
the  prolonged  muscular  eoidraetion,  and  par.alysis  of  the  nerve 
ending, s.  Small  doses  (fl  minims  of  the  tincture)  apiiear  to  act 
likcdigitali.s,  by  strengthening  the  contractions  of  the  ventricle- 
and  moderate  do.scs  (20  minims),  in  addition  to  rediiciu"-  llie 
pulse,  cause  nausea  and  often  vomiting.  The  hod  v heat  in  lie-dt  Ii 
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is  scarcely  affected  ; but  iu  fehrilc  conditions  hellebore  un- 
doubtedly reduces  the  temperature,  though  not  to  the  extent 
believed  by  some  of  its  advocates,  It  has  been  used  in  the 
treatment  of  fevers,  acute  rhextmatisni,  (juut,  local  inflamma- 
tions, acute  'pleihritis,  kc.;  but  perhaps  the  most  promising 
results  have  followed  its  use  in  ac2ite  imeumonia,  mania,  and 
aneurisni.  It  should  be  administered  in  small  doses  (2  mins.) 
every  hour,  and  its  effects  closely  watched. 

Its  dangerous  depressant  effect  on  the  heart,  and  its  powerful 
irritant  action  on  the  alimentary  canal,  have  jmevented  its  use 
in  this  country. 

Yeratrine,  green  hellebore,  and  sabadilla  may  be  employed 
in  powder  or  ointment  to  cause  the  destruction  of  imdiculi. 

Sabinse  Cacumina— Savin  is  used  externally  as  a rube- 
facient, and  the  oil,  if  applied  for  a sufficiently  long  time,  will 
produce  vesication.  The  official  ointment  is  used  as  a dressing 
for  hlistered  surfaces  which  are  required  to  be  kept  discharging. 
The  dried  powder  has  been  dusted  over  indolent  sores  and  ap- 
plied to  warty  growths. 

Internally,  the  oil  is  the  most  active  and  satisfactory  form  in 
which  to  administer  the  drug.  It  rapidly  enters  the  blood, 
from  which  it  is  excreted  by  the  skin,  pulmonary  mucous  mem- 
brane, and  kidneys,  the  secretions  of  which  organs  it  markecUy 
increases,  especially  that  of  the  kidneys,  and  occasionally  its 
diuretic  action  is  carried  too  far,  causing  bloody  urine  and 
strangury.  The  heart  is  somewhat  stimulated  by  full  doses, 
and  the  uterus  is  powerfully  excited  by  large  doses.  This 
latter  effect  of  savin  is  constant  and  marked,  and  it  produces 
better  results  than  most  emmenagogues. 

To  cause  abortion  (for  which  object  this  drug  has  been 
criminally  administered),  savin  must  be  given  in  doses  large 
enough  to  cause  serious  risk  to  life,  iu  which  cases  it  acts  as  a 
violent  irritant  poison,  producing  vomiting,  purging,  collapse, 
and  death. 

In  amenorrhcca  3 minim  doses  of  the  oil  may  be  found  to 
establish  the  menstrual  flow,  after  the  ineffectual  use  of  iion 
and  ergot.  Some  have  recommended  the  same  treatment  in 
menorrhagia  depending  upon  a relaxed  condition  of  the  uteius. 
Suhinvohition  may  be  benefited  by  it. 

Saccharum. — Sugar  as  a food  possesses  well-known  proper- 
ties ; it  is  a nutrient  to  the  adipose  tissue  of  the  borly  and  a 
respiratory  fuel.  It  is  used  in  I’liarmacy  for  a variety  of  pur- 
poses, but  the  physician  rarelj'  orders  it  except  to  sweeten 
mixlures  or  to  assist  by  its  density  in  the  suspension  of  po\\ders. 
The  riuumacopocia  orders  its  addition  to  water  to  increase  the 
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solubility  of  lime,  aud  to  prevent  changes  in  various  unstable 
preparations. 

Saccharum  Lactis  is  used  principally,  owing  to  the  hard- 
ness of  its  particles,  to  effect  the  minute  subdivision  of  sub- 
stances in  powders  or  pills,  and  thereby  increase  their  efficacy 
and  insure  their  equal  distribution  in  each  dose. 

Owing  to  its  resisting  fermentation,  it  is  given  to  sweeten 
the  food  of  (lyspei)tic  infants,  instead  of  cane  sugar;  and  for  a 
similar  reason  it  has  been  given  in  various  irritable  conditions 
of  the  stomach,  and  as  a food  in  some  wasting  pulmonary 
diseases. 

Salicin.  (See  under  Acid.  Salicylic — page  310.) 

Sambuci  Flores. — The  W'ater  distilled  from  fresh  elder 
flowers  cannot  be  said  to  possess  any  therapeutic  action,  though 
other  parts  of  the  tree  are  by  no  means  inert,  for  the  inner 
bark  is  cathartic  and  emetic.  It  is  used  as  the  fragrant  basis  of 
lotions,  and  enjoys  the  popular  reputation  of  a cosmetic,  clear- 
ing the  facial  shin  of  marks  caused  by  exposure  to  sunlight. 
It  is  occasionally  used  (diluted)  as  a vehicle  for  internal 
remedies. 

Santali  Oleum  closely  resembles  copaiba  in  its  action,  and 
has  enjoyed  a reputation  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhcea  aud 
gleet,  and,  though  hardly  equal  to  all  that  was' expected  from 
it,  nevertheless,  it  must  be  said  to  be  a valuable  addition  to 
therapeutics.  It  appears  to  act  upon  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  bladder  and  m-ethra  as  it  is  being  excreted  in  the  urine. 

Dr.  Park  believes  that  it  acts  also  upon  the  pelvic  and  o-eni- 
tal  nervous  systems.  It  is  a special  stimulant  to  unstriped 
muscular  fibre,  and  a good  astringent  to  all  mucous  secretions, 
as  in  leucorrhwa,  diarrhoea,  hronchorrhooa,  &c. 

If  it  do  not  act  speedily  in  20  minim  doses  on  the  gonorrhoeal 
discharge,  which  it  generally  diminishes  in  GO  hours,  the  pro- 
babilities are  it  will  not  do  much  good,  and  another  drug 
should  then  be  tried,  as  the  paste  mentioned  upon  page  380. 
The  administration  of  the  santal  oil  should  be  kept\ip  for 
some  time  after  every  trace  of  the  gleet  or  gonorrhoea  has  dis- 
appeared. It  may  be  ordered  with  mucilage  in  a mixture 
each  ^ oz.  of  which  can  be  made  to  contain  20  minims  of  the’ 
oil,  with  1 dr.  of  syrup,  1 dr.  mucilage,  and  2 drs.  infusion  of 
orange  peel.  It  may,  be  given  before,  after,  or  with  food. 

Santonica,  and  Santoninum  (its  active  principle),  arc 
used  to_ cause  the  destruction  of  worms  in  the  intestinal  canal. 
Santonin  is  by  far  the  best  vermicide  for  the  common  round 
vfoxms—ifiscaridrs  lumbricoide.'s)—a.c,img  speedily  and  cer- 
tainly when  properly  administered.  It  also  kills'thc  thread- 
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worm,  though  it  appears  to  have  no  effect  upon  the  tape-worm 
when  given  in  safe  doses. 

It  exercises  its  toxic  effect  on  these  parasites  in  doses  which 
do  not  produce  purgation,  though  it  purges  if  given  m large 
doses,  and  it  may  cause  serious  cerebral  symptoms.  Death  has 
occasionally  followed  the  use  of  the  drug  in  very  young  chil- 
dren or  infants,  in  which  it  occasionally  produces  convulsions, 
vertigo,  and  coma,  with  purging  and  vomiting.  There  is  some 
reason  for  supposing  that  the  samples  of  the  drug  causing  these 
siSTuptoms,  have  not  been  pure. 

Santonin,  like  many  other  remedies  of  its  class,  produces  its 
effects  more  certainly  if  administered  after  fasting.  or  after 
the  operation  of  a mild  purge.  In  castor  oil,  as  pointed,  out 
by  Kuchenmcister,  it  acts  more  satisfactorily  than  when  given 
in  any  other  way,  and  the  vniter  can  strongly  _ endorse  the 
accuracy  of  this  observation,  after  seeing  its  administration  in 
some  thousands  of  instances  in  the  practice  of  a childrens 
hosnital.  Unpleasant  svmiptoms  were  never  observed,  though 
the  drug  was  given  in  full  doses ; the  oil  appears  to  lessen  xery 
considerably  the  risk  of  any  evil  eft  eels.  To  a 
old  2 grs.  may  be  given  at  bed-time,  mixed  with  a lar^e 
teaspoonful  of  castor-oil,  and  more  oil  or  other  purgative  ad- 
ministered in  the  morning  if  necessaiy.  The  worm  is  generally 
expelled  dead. 

Some  curious  effects  are  constantly  observed  to  follow  the 
use  of  santonin.  Yellow  vision  is  one  of  these,  and  “^y  be 
noticed  shortly  after  the  dose  is  given— mside  an 
obiect  appears  yellow  or  green  to  the  patient,  and  violet  objects 
S reeo^£iised\vith  difficulty,  though  the  °r 

tissues  of  the  eye  are  not  m anyway  colouied.  The  effects 
anpear  to  depend  on  the  action  of  santonin  on  the  delicate 
rerinal  fibres.^  The  retinal  blood-vessels  are  always  congested. 
Perversions  or  alterations  in  the  smell  and  taste  of  food  are 
also  occasionally  experienced  by  the  patient.  ^ 
often  stained  yellow,  orange,  or  red,  apparently  vaiyin„  in 
colour  according  to  the  degree  of  its  alknlinity  ; and  santonin 
acts  as  a diuretic,  stimulating  the  kidneys,  by  which  it  is 
eliminated  and  it  also  sometimes  renders  the  bladder  irritable. 
It™  supposed  to  act  in  the  blood  in  combination  with  soda. 
Santonin  has  been  recommended  and  tried 

tinence  ofvrinein  children,  and  i i i s ffiffity  in 

sno-crcstcd  as  a remedy  for  colon r-blindnes's,  but  its  utility  m 

tliesf  eai  L iloubtfiil  It  has  been  found  to  i-cmo^  thc^ 
eh.argc  in  ylcct,  and  to  dimmish  slightly  the  albumc 
albnminvria. 
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The  result  of  Brown  and  Ogston’s  experiments  proves  that 
when  given  to  young  animals  santonin  produces  cataract. 

Santonin  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  lozenge  or  as  a pow- 
der, with  a little  calomel,  to  those  who  cannot  bear  the  taste 
of  castor-oil  ; or  it  may  be  given  in  a suppository. 

■■  It  may  be  dusted  in  fine  powder  over  a slice  of  bread  and 
butter,  and  is  thus  eaten  by  children. 


(For  a Child  2 years  old.) 


Sapo  Animalis,  Durus,  and  Mollis.— These  substances 
are  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia  not  on  account  of  any 
supposed  therapeutic  properties  which  they  possess,  but  with 
the  intention  of  assisting,  by  their  physical  qualities,  to  hold 
different  preparations  together.  Thus,  curd  or  animal  soap 
enters  into  several  suppositories,  whilst  hard  soap  is  the  ex’ 
cipient  for  seven  pill  masses,  and  soft  soap  enters  largely  into 
the  liniment  of  turpentine.  ^ 

_ Soap,  however,  does  possess  qualities  which  make  its  use 
in  medicine  sometimes  valuable.  Thus,  it  is  an  antacid  and 
acting  like  the  alkalies,  will  counteract  an  exeeqs  nf  nAm 
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In  the  case  of  infants,  a thin,  wedge-shaped  piece  of  ordinary 
hard  soap  may  be  introduced  throiigh  the  anus  for  an  }nch  or 
more,  and  held  there  for  a few  moments.  By  its  mritation, 
reflex  action  is  aroused,  causing  the  contraction  of  the  rectum 
and  often  of  the  entire  colon.  In  the  case  of  adults,  a small 
plug  as  large  as  the  last  joint  of  the  index  huger  may  be 
wholly  inserted  like  a suppository,  and  allowed  to  remam  till 

^^Externally,  the  cleansing  properties  of  soap  are  well  kno’UTi; 
and  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  often  irritates  eczema  and 
prevents  its  cure,  while  sometimes,  in  sluggish  cases,  it  may  act 
as  a healthy  stimulant.  By  far  the  least  nritating  soap  made 

is  Pear’s  transparent  preparation.  . 7.  • „ 

The  liniment  of  soap  is  a valuable  remedy  sprains,  hruise., 
and  stiffness  of  joints  from  inhammatory  effusion  ; its  action 
in  such^ cases  is  called  “ discutient  ” It  *6  swellin 

bv  stimulating  the  absorbents,  and  requmes  Hiction  in  its  ap 
pfication.  The  plaster  is  supposed  to  act  m the  same  way,  but 
it  probably  possesses  no  specihc  action  beyond  the  suppwt  and 
pVruie  «bFcli  it  afiords,  at  the  same  time  gmag  the  aflectetl 
iurface  somewhat  of  the  benehts  of  an  internal  part. 

Sarsse  Kadix  -About  this  drug  very  different  opinions 
pilvaU  some  Shorities  condemning  it  as  absolutely  meit, 
^Xl'many  surgeons  fh-mly  believe  in  its  f'|ues  as  a diuretic, 
diaphoretic,  and  anti-syphilitic.  It  is  probable  tl  a ^ 

root  possesses  properties  which  -a • ‘ affections 

treatment  of  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilitic  p , 

various  shin  diseases,  &c.  . pffects 

The  dried  root  produces  no  appreciable  theiapeutic  enects^ 

s?t  izrjsft/r  e h-hjch 

perchloride  of  mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium. 

r,  ^ P-enerallv  classed  as  a stimulant  and 

diSSu?,  the  oil  does  produce  the  effects  of  a mild  stimu- 

causing  in  about  foui  houis  the  e . ^yith  much  grip- 

the  colon  in  a semi-solid  form,  soon  fol  o^ed  'vith  / 

ing,  by  liquid  stools.  Five  grains  of  the  icsin,  or  ten 
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gum-resin  or  scammony,  are  a fair  dose  for  an  adult ; but  this 
cli-ug  should  be  given  in  combination  with  some  jjurgative 
which  would  assist  its  action  and  diminish  the  gi'iping.  The 
best  way  to  achieve  this  object  is  to  combine  it  with  calomel, 
in  which  case  the  dose  may  be  diminished,  and  the  local  irri- 
tation in  the  bowel  prevented. 

Its  use  is  indicated  where  the  thorough  evaeuation  of  the 
contents  of  the  bowel  is  desired — as,  for  example,  in  the  case 
of  imjiaction  of  fceces,  or  where  a quantity  of  serous  fluid  is  re- 
quired to  be  removed  from  the  blood,  as  in  head  inj^iries  and 
drojjsies. 

It  appears  to  aet  more  promptly  when  given  with  an  alkali, 
and  soap  answers  this  purpose  well;  sulphate  of  potassium 
corrects  its  griping. 

Though  a powerful  stimulant  to  the  intestinal  glands,  it  has 
but  a very  feeble  effeet  upon  the  liver. 

It  is  a favourite  remedy  in  the  constipation  of  children. 

Scammony  has  been  much  used  as  a remedy  for  the  various 
forms  of^7rt  rasifes  infesting  the  alimentary  eanal,  especially  of 
children.  There  is,  however,  no  evidence  to  show  that  it  aets 
as  a true  Anthelmintic,  since  its  beneficial  results  in  such  cases 
appear  to  be  easily  explained  by  its  irritant  purgative  qualities. 


(For  an  Adult.) 


Scilla — Squill  is  a violent  irritant  poison,  causing  death  by 
its  action  upon  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  giving 
rise  to  vomiting  and  pm-ging  and  severe  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  tract.  These  effects  are  noticed  in  a more  or  less 
marked  degree,  whether  the  drag  be  swallowed,  applied  to  the 
broken  .skin,  injected  into  a vein  or  into  a serous  cavity  or 
under  the  skin.  In  its  action  it  closely  resembles  digitalis  in 
almost  every  respect,  but  it  is  more  mritating  to  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  and  it  has  valuable  expectorant  powers  which 
digitalis  has  not.  It  is  excreted  by  three  outlets— by  the 
bowel,  acting  as  a mild  purgative  ; by  the  kidneys,  which  it 
stimulates,  producing  diuretic  effects ; and  by  the  pulmonary 
mucous  membrane,  whose  .secretion  it;liquefics,  thus  affording 
us  an  excellent  stimulating  expectorant.  It  is  for  this  last 
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effect  that^  squill  is  ordered  most  frequently,  and  it  may  be 
well  combined  with  ipecac.  The  syrup,  and  the  oxjnnel,  in 
dram  doses,  possess  reliable  expectorant  powers,  and  are 
favourite  remedies  in  the  chronic  hronchial  affections  of  child- 
hood and  infancy,  in  6 minim  doses.  It  is  rarely  used  alone 
as  a diuretic,  but  is  generally  given  with  digitalis  or  mercury. 
(See  page  383.) 

Its  use  is  indicated  in  chronic  catarrhal  affections  with  pro- 
fuse tongh  expectoration,  and  in  dropsies,  in'the  absence  of  any 
inflammatory  state  of  the  stomach,  bowel,  or  kidneys.  It  is 
especially  useful  in  cardiac  dropsy. 


(As  a Diuretic.) 
CX:<uiJtD  3iij. 

5j. 

5)e_c,o-c.i.  ^ 3viiss. 

5j.  cLL(l-. 


( As  an  Expectorant.) 

'puJLo-.  ^..^.ij. 

tV- 

cri-AtEe,  fLaJL^Jz^.  xii.,  cx-t.  i.  lOjL-^tcL- 

cj^. 

( As  an  Emetic  for  a Child  one  year  old.) 

jk)c,LQJLcic.t.. 

\}CccA  cP^i-e-C-cue-.  o-n-cc-  3]'.  i/raAzLJC^. 

5i  fi  o-'c.a-  oucL.  eJ^J^-e.c,tiXAo^. 


Scoparii  Cacumina— Broom  is  a valuable  diuretic  of  the 
stimulating  class,  and  resembles  buchu  and  pareira.  In  large 
doses  it  is  an  irritant  to  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane, producing  vomiting  and  purging,  though  only  to  a 
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slight  clegi-ee,  and  it  may  said  to  be  the  safest  diuretic.  It 
possesses  in  medicinal  doses  a slight  laxative  action,  and  is 
especially  useful  in  cases  of  dropsy.  As  it  stimulates  the  kid- 
neys dii-ectly_  through  its  elimination,  it  should  be  used 
cautiously  in  inflammatory  or  congested  conditions  of  these 
organs.  Broom  decoction  may  be  elegantly  combined  with 
digitalis  or  cream  of  tartar. 


cx^dL  jiv. 
Li-x^edt..  ^ 5iv. 


c-a_^cci,£  5i. 


Seneg*  Radix  is  one  of  the  most  frequently  irsed  expec- 
torants. It  IS  credited  with  several  vu-tues,  but  is  seldom  given 
with  any  other  intention  than  that  of  acting  upon  the  bron- 

o''er  which  it  exercises  a stimulatino' 
influence,  i^enega  is  given  in  chronic  hronchitls  and  emnhiT- 
« when  there  IS  adhesive  discharge;  there  is  diffi 

culty  in  demonstrating  how  it  acts,  though  its  good  is  universally 
actoowledged  m the  last  stages  of  bronchitis,  especially  in  the 
aged  and  weak.  Some  authorities  explain  its  eflEects^as  de- 
pending  upon  a stimulating  action  on  the  respii-atory  centre  or 
efferent  nerves,  which  causes  continual  coughing,  thus  keepino- 
the  tubes  clear  and  preventing  the  accumulation  of  mucus° 
Farquhaison  believes  that  it  may  act  by  a tonic  influence  over 
the  miiscuUr  tissue  in  the  bronchial  tubes,  thereby  facilitatino- 
the  expulsion  of  their  contents.  Its  actioA  is  gieatly  fnSsod 
by  combining  carbonate  of  ammonium  with  it  ^ iicieascd 

tPp  ^ ®®°sation  when  chewed,  and  increases 

e salivaiy  secretion  ; m large  doses  it  is  an  emetic  and  imv 
cause  purging.  It  does  not  increase  the  amount  of  uTi  m in 
health,  but  augments  it  in  diseased  conditions  of  the  kZevs 

iiccumulations  of  fluid  in  any  of 

the  serous  cayities. 

The  tincture  of  senega  possesses  the  extraordinary  nualitv 
of  emulsifying  fats  and  oils  in  quantities  so  smn  f iw 
medicinal  action  may  be  left  out  of  consideration  - tiius\'- 
minims  will  emulsify  half  an  ounce  of  fixed  oil  This  ’ 
ceutical  property  may  find  some  application  in  fwi 
as  the  tincture  administered  aftjr  meals  may  assSrihc 
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emulsification  of  the  fats  before  they  leave  the  stomach,  and 
thereby  probably  hasten  their  absorption  by  the  lacteal  vessels 
of  the  villi  in  the  small  intestine.  The  writer  has  administered 
tincture  of  senega  in  several  instances  of  wasting  from  pul- 
monary disease,  and  though  he  has  not  had  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  value  of  the  drug,  when  given  with  the  intention  of  in- 
creasing the  weight  of  the  body,  he  believes  it  will  prove 
useful. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  most  popular  combinations  for 
chronic  bronchitis  : — 


a 5iss. 


Senna  is  a valuable  cathartic.  Speedily  entering  the  blood, 
it  produces  its  effect  upon  the  bowel,  and  it  has  been  proved  to 
act  in  the  same  manner  whether  administered  by  the  mouth  or 
injected  into  a vein.*  The  small  intestines  ain  stimulated  by 
it,  and  both  their  secretion  and  movements  are  increased  ; it 
produces  thin  but  not  watery  motions,  generally  accompanied 
by  considerable  griping  pain.  Senna  when  administered  to 
nursing  mothers  appears  in  the  milk,  where,  according  to 
Dolan,  “ its  peculiar  flavour  and  odour  are  distinctly  per- 
ceptible, though  it  does  not  lessen  or  increase  the  secretion  of 
milk.”  It  invariably  gripes  the  infant. 

Senna  should  be  combined  with  aromatics  to  correct  the 
griping,  and  the  compound  mixture  is  a valuable  method  of 
administering  the  sulphate  of  magnesium. 

It  is  a Side  purgative  for  children;  though  causing  pain,  ill 
effects  are  rarely  seen  to  follow  large  doses. 

In  dyupcpsia  and  obstinate  constipation  the  infusion  in  a 
wine-glassful  dose,  to  which  a tablespoonful  of  the  tincture  is 
added,  makes  a powerful  purgative.  It  acts,  according  to  the 


*■  Mr.  stockman  has  recently  obtained  results  wbicb  throw  considerable 
iloubt  upon  tlio  action  of  senna  in  the  blood,  lie  injected  poisonous  doses 
without  producing  luiy  effect. 


Sinapis. 
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experiments  of  Eutherford,  slightly  as  a stimulant  to  the  liver. 

The  syrup  is  an  elegant,  though  very  uncertain  purgative  for 
young  children,  and  it  may  be  used  as  the  vehicle  for  almost 
any  medicine  ordered  as  a powder.  2 gi’S.  of  grey  powder 
given  in  a teaspoonful  of  syrup  of  senna  is  a very  palatable 
pm'gative  and  cholagogue. 

The  confection  is  a mild  and  safe  laxative,  suitable  in  most 
cases  of  clironio  oonstipation  when  given  in  teaspoonful  doses. 

The  compound  powder  of  liquorice  owes  its  purgative  virtues 
to  senna,  and  is  a safe,  palatable,  and  efficient  cathartic  suit- 
able for  children  and  adults. 

Serpentariae  Ehizoma— Snake-root  is  a stimulating  tonic, 
possessing  feeble  aromatic  properties.  It  acts  like  the  mem- 
bers of  the  same  class  in  the  manner  already  described. 

Small  doses  increase  the  appetite  and  promote  digestion  by 
mildly  stivndating  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  to 
pour  out  increased  secretion.  Large  doses  exaggerate  this 
effect,  and  produce  irritation  in  the  stomach  and  bowel,  as 
evidenced  by  nausea,  diarrhoea,  reflex  headache,  &c. 

It  is  employed  in  dyspepsia  arising  from  want  of  tone,  or 
atrophy  of  the  gastric  tubules,  and  its  supposed  stimulating 
properties  have  obtained  for  it  some  repute  in  low  febrile  con- 
ditions, as  in  typhus,  typhoid,  diphtheria,  and  rheumatism. 

Snake-root  does  not,  as  once  believed,  possess  any  value  in 
the  treatment  of  rabies  or  snake-bites,  nor  is  there  any  evidence 
of  its  emmenagogue  or  diuretic  properties. 

The  drug  is  seldom  employed ; it  appears  to  lose  its  pro- 
perties by  keeping,  and  many  samples  which  have  been  long  in 
the  possession  of  the  pharmacist  seem  to  be  inert. 

Seyum  Prseparatum— Suet  is  a well-known  fat  and  a 
nutritious  article  of  diet,  but  it  is  introduced  into  the  Phar- 
macopceia  solely  for  its  physical  qualities,  finding  a place  in 
blistering  plaster  and  mercurial  ointment. 

Sinapis— Mustard  is  rarely  prescribed  internally,  except  as 
an  emetic  in  cases  of  poisoning,  when  a tablespoonful,  stLfred 
up  in  a tumblerful  of  warm  water,  may  be  administered  and 
warm  water  freely  swallowed  afterwards.  It  is  largely  'used 
as  a condiment,  and  is  supposed  to  increase  thc'appetite 
though  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  gastric  juice  is  not  markedlv 
increased  by  its  local  action. 

Externally,  mustard  is  the  best  counter-irritant  for  general 
purposes  ; it  differs  from  caiitharidcs  in  the  rapidity  and 
amount  of  pain  attending  its  action.  When  applied  to  the 
skin,  mustard  (piickly  causes  a flow  of  blood  to  the  vessels  of 
the  part,  and  if  its  application  be  continued  too  long,  iullam- 
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mation  of  the  skin,  vesication,  and  painful  sloughing  or  ulcer- 
ation may  follow.  As  mustard  is  a very  frequently  applied 
remedy,  and  often  required  on  a moment’s  notice,  the  student 
should  be  able  to  rajiidly  make  a .sinapism. 

The  ^ plaster  is  spread  on  a variety  of  fabrics,  and  covered 
with  tissue  paper,  muslin,  cambric,  &c.,  but  every  requirement 
is  met  by  the  following  rapid,  cheap,  and  convenient  plan 

The  required  quantity  of  mustard  is  put  into  a large  cup 
(about  a lablespoonful  of  mustaixl  makes  a fair-sized  sinapism) 
and  as  much  colil  water  is  poured  upon  it  as  will  make  a soft 
uniform  cream,  not  quite  so  fluid  as  to  flov-  or  pour  readily  out. 
A sheet  of  paper  is  procured  of  such  a thickness  as  will  readily 
permit  the  fluid  part  of  the  cream  to  soak  through  it,  without 
becoming  too  easily  torn.  Old  newspaper  is  the  best  texture 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  should  be  laid  out  upon  a table  or 
smooth  surface,  the  mustard  cream  turned  out  of  the  cup,  and 
roughly  smeared  or  spread  over  its  centre.  The  circumferen- 
tial or  clean  parts  of  the  pajier  ai'e  folded  over  tliis,  making 
the  required  shape  and  size  of  the  sinapism,  which  is  lifted  off 
the  table,  and  the  surface  which  was  undermost  applied 
direct  to  the  patient’s  skin.  Less  than  a minute  is  enoush 
(when  the  materials  are  at  hand)  to  perform  this  little  opera- 
tion. If  not  made  in  the  sick  room  it  should  be  carried  there 
on  a dinner  plate. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  mustard  does  not  thus  come  in 
contact  with  the  skin,  but  only  its  moisture,  which  soaks 
through,  the  paper  being  between  the  skin  and  the  cream. 
The  sinapism  should  be  kejit  in  contact  with  the  patient's 
body  by  a bandage  or  pad  of  flannel  for  15  to  30  minutes.  In 
the  case  of  childi’en,  the  mustard,  before  being  moistened, 
should  be  mixed  with  from  1 to  4 parts  of  wheaten  or  corn 
flour  to  dilute  it.  Often  the  question  is  asked  the  young 
practitioner.  How  long  should  such  an  apjffication  be  permitted 
to  remain  ? This  is  difficult  to  answer,  and  he  should  direct 
that,  after  a few  minutes  the  edge  of  the  sinapism  be  raised 
and  the  redness  of  the  skin  noticed.  If  it  remains  scarlet  for 
a few  minutes  the  application  should  be  removed,  but  if  the 
redness  is  only  temporary  the  sinapism  should  be  kept  on 
longer. 

A great  mistake  is  made  in  directing  the  surface  to  be  im- 
mediately covered  \\ith  cotton-wool,  greased  linen,  kc.;  it 
should  first  be  always  wiped  dry  and  clean  with  a very  soft 
rag ; otherwise  as  much  acrid  moisture  may  be  left  on  it  as 
may  ju'oducc  vesication  and  dangerous  ulceration  in  the  deli- 
cate skin  of  an  infant. 


Soda  Tart. 
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The  mustard  bath  is  a favourite  method  of  applying  counter- 
irritation— to  the  feet  for  headache;  to  the  abdomen  for 
amenorrha'a,  at  the  time  of  the  expected  period  ; or  to  the 
loins  in  suirpression  of  urine.  About  2 oz.  of  powdered  mus- 
tai'd  seeds  to  10  gallons  of  hot  water  (102°)  will  make  an 
agreeable  bath.  In  a similar  way  it  may  be  used  as  a hot  pack 
in  rheumatism,  &c.  (See  under  Aqua.) 

Pain  of  various  kinds  is  relieved  by  the  application  of  a 
sinapism ; but,  as  a rule,  it  is  aggravated  if  it  be  placed  di- 
rectly over  the  pained  nerve.  It  should,  as  a general  rule, 
be  applied  over  the  site  of  its  origin  near  the  spine. 

The  action  of  mustard  when  placed  over  the  seat  of  internal 
inflammations,  or  over  the  chest  and  legs  in  case  of  stupor, 
is  to  be  explained  on  the  theory  of  reflex  action.  There  is 
no_  difficulty  in  seeing  that  the  impression  produced  by  an 
irritant  on  the  peripheral  endings  of  any  nerve  may  be  con- 
ducted to  the  nerve  centre  or  brain,  and  from  thence  may  be 
reflected  to  any  other  part  of  the  nervous  system ; thus,  a 
sinapism  on  the  chest  may  stimulate  the  respiratory  or  cardiac 
centres.  (See  under  Cantharis — page  352.) 

Sodium — The  salts  of  sodium  possess  such  close  resemblance 
in  their  pharmaceutical,  chemical,  and  therapeutical  properties 
to  those  of  potassium,  that  only  a brief  enumeration  of  them 
IS  necessary.  Speaking  generally,  sodium  salts  differ  in  the 
following  respects  from  the  corresponding  potassium  com- 
pounds— (1)  they  arc  less  caustic  when  used  externally;  (2) 
they  do  not  exert  the  same  depressing  influence  over  the  heart, 
and  hence  are  not  poisonous  in  the  sense  that  potassium  salts 
arc ; (3)  they  are  less  diuretic ; (4)  they  form  less  soluble 
salts  with  uric  acid  ; (6)  owing  to  the  entire  system  being 
SEU'Urated  with  sodium,  medicinal  doses  do  not  appreciably 
affect  metabolism  (Mitchell  Bruce);  and  (6)  they  are  much 
less  diffusible. 


Soda  Caustica  is  seldom  employed  ; it  is  identical  in  its 
action  with  caustic  potash,  but  is  much  weaker.  IMixed  with 
an  equal  weight  of  recently  burned  lime,  and  made  into  a 
paste  with  alcohol,  it  is  known  as  London  paste,  and  is  used  as 
a caustic  application  to  the  tonsils.  (See  Potassa  Caustica.) 

Liquor  Sodae  resembles  the  liquor  potass.x,  but  is  seldom 
used.  It  possesses  little  if  any  effect  upon  the  kidneys  or 
bladder,  though  it  will  render  the  urine  alkaline  after  a time. 


SodUr  Tartarata, — Rochelle  salt  closely  resembles  the  tar- 
trate of  potassium,  though  its  diuretic  powers,  in  4 to  1 oz 
doses,  are  so  fect.le  that  they  arc  doubted  by  some.  It  is  a 
very  popular  saline  purgative,  acting  as  a strong  stimulant' to 
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the  intestinal  glands.  Small  doses  have  the  power  of  render- 
ing the  urine  alkaline  like  the  potassium  salt,  though  not  so 
certainly. 

Its  cathartic  action  is  most  unreliable  unless  given  in  a full 
dose,  so  that  it  is  a good  rule  to  give  at  least  six  drams.  Often 
four  drams  will  be  administered  and  no  effect  whatever  be 
noticed,  while  five  or  six  drams  may  purge  freely.  It  should 
be  given  always  in  a large  quantity  of  water  when  its  cathartic 
effects  are  desired. 

Hay  has  recently  pointed  out  the  power  of  salines  when  ad- 
ministered in  very  concentrated  solutions  to  cause  a rapid  con- 
centration of  the  blood  if  swallowed  when  the  alimentary  canal 
is  empty,  and  he  suggests  their-  use  in  this  way  to  rapidly  re- 
move the  serous  accumulations  in  di'opsies.  (See  page  418.) 

One  ounce  of  Kochelle  salt  dissolved  in  a glassful  of  aerated 
leinouade  or  ginger  ale  makes  a most  elegant  and  pleasant 
saline  purgative.  For  the  mode  of  action  see  under  Masrnesii 
Sulphas. 

This  salt  also  enters  into  the  composition  of  a Seidlitz  pow- 
der which  consists  of 

Kochelle  Salt,  2 drams ; 

Bicaebohate  of  Sodium,  40  grains ; 

mixed  and  folded  in  a hlue  paper;  to  be  taken  in  effervescence 
with 

Taetaeic  Acid,  35  to  40  grains ; 
which  latter  is  generally  folded  in  a white  paper. 

Sodse  Chlorinatae  Liquor. — The  hypochlorite  of  sodium 
contained  in  this  liquor  is  readily  decomposed  when  it  comes 
in  contact  with  the  weak  acid  compounds  of  the  body. 

The  hy]rochlorous  acid,  which  is  given  off  in  contact  with 
any  acid,  is  a powerful  oxidising  agent,  giving  off  its  active 
oxygen,  which  greedily  attacks  most  animal  substances,  whilst 
its  chlorine  enters  into  combination  with  the  hydrogen  of 
many  bodies.  This  solution  is  probably  a strong  disinfectant 
— that  is,  it  has  power  to  destroy  the  germ  or  contagion  of 
disease,  and  so  render  it  incapable  of  communication  from  a 
patient  to  a healthy  individual.  It  is  antiseptic,  because  it 
destroys  septic  organisms,  and  thus  arrests  decomposition.  In 
addition  to  these  properties,  this  drug  is  regarded  as  a stimu- 
lant. These  varied  qualities  render  it  of  use  in  low  typhoid- 
conditiom  and  adynamic  fevers,  especially  in  dij>fitheria  and 
mat iynan t scnrlaiina. 

It  should  be  given  alone  with  water — 1 scruple  mixed  with 
1 oz.  every  two  or  four  hours. 


Sodii  Bicarb. 
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Externallj^,  it  is  an  invaluable  remedy  wherever  fetor  is 
ohservahle,  as  a gargle  in  putrid  throat  affections,  in  which 
case  it  may  be  made  of  the  same  strength  as  for  internal  use. 
(See  Chlorine  and  Calx  Chlorinata.) 

Sodii  Arsenias— (See  Acid.  Ai-senic.)— It  contains  so  little 
sodium  in  each  dose  that  this  may  be  entirely  overlooked  ; and 
the  salt  should  be  regarded  as  an  arsenical  preparation  ; .'5  to 
10  minims  of  the  liquor  may  be  given  in  infusion  of  calumba, 
when  the  use  of  arsenic  is  indicated. 

Sodii  Bicarbonas  closely  resembles  the  bicarbonate  of 
potassium  (which  see).  Like  it,  it  is  antacid,  and  though  less 
irritating,  it  possesses  greater  saturating  power.  It  has  also  a 
more  soothing  effect  upon  the  stomach  than  the  corresponding 
potassium  salt,  but  is  very  inferior  to  it  as  an  antilithic,  since 
the  salts  which  it  forms  with  uric  acid  are  only  slightly  soluble. 
This  is  seen  in  gout  in  the  deposit  which  forms  about  the 
joints,  which  consists  of  urate  of  sodium.  It  does  harm  in  cases 
where  there  are  phosphatic  sediments  in  the  urine. 

In  the  form  of  Vichy  water  the  bicarbonate  of  sodium  has 
been  long  in  use  as  a remedy  for  many  complaints  supposed  to 
be  of  gouty  origin,  and  it  has  been  found  to  relieve  frontal 
headache.  The  oiBcial  effervescing  solution  when  administered 
with  milk  is  sometimes  the  only  food  retained  by  an  irritable 
stomach.  The  lozenges  are  used  in  dyspepsia  and  hronchial 
catarrhs;  in  this  latter  condition  their  efficacy  depends  upon 
their  probable  action  upon  the  cilia. 

Externally,  the  bicarbonate  of  sodium,  as  recently  pointed 
out,  possesses  an  almost  magical  power  when  applied  to  painful 
hums  and  scalds.  If  used  immediately  after  contact  with 
great  heat,  what  would  otherwise  be  a painfully  blistered  spot 
is  entirely  relieved,  and  often  in  a few  hours  may  be  found  to 
differ  in  no  way  from  the  healthy  surrounding  skin.  It  may 
be  applied,  in  solution  of  any  strength,  and  the  salt  made  into 
a paste  with  water  and  rapidly  applied  to  the  injured  part 
generally  produces  surprising  results,  if  vesication  has  not 
already  occurred. 

The  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  sodium  has  been  recentlj’’ 
strongly  recommended  in  acute  tonsillitis  as  a gargle,  or 
brushed  over  the  swollen  glands. 

It  is  used  in  a variety  of  cutaneous  affections,  and  a large 
tablespoonful  to  a pint  of  water,  sponged  over  the  itching  skin 
in  urticaria  and  other  complaints,  often  gives  relief  ; it  may 
be  combined  in  these  cases  with  Prussic  acid.  It  relieves  the 
pain  of  wasp  stings,  but  is  inferior  to  ammonia  in  this  respect. 
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Sodii  Bromidum  acts  like  the  bromide  of  potassium — 
(page  340) — only  it  is  less  irritating  to  the  stomach  and  less 
depressing  upon  the  heart. 

Sodii  Carbonas  resembles  the  bicarbonate,  but  is  more 
caustic  and  more  soluble.  It  makes  a very  good  effervescing 
mixture  when  given  with  lemon  juice,  superior,  indeed,  in  its 
sedative  effect  upon  the  stomach  to  any  other  combination  ; 
and  with  it  hydrocyanic  acid  can  be  given.  The  di-ied  car- 
bonate of  sodium  is  the  most  convenient  antacid  to  give  in 
pill  or  powder  ; it  is  nearly  tlu-ee  times  stronger  than  the 
crystallised  salt. 


The  alkaline  bath  is  made  by  dissolving  8 oz.  of  carbonate  of 
sodium  in  a large  bathful  of  water — say  about  80  gallons. 

Sodii  Chloridum  enters  so  largely  into  every  tissue  of  the 
body  that  life  cannot  be  sustained  when  it  is  withheld.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  wherever  cell  growth  is  rapidly  going  on  ; 
animals  would  soon  die  without  it  (especially  growing  animals). 
Small  doses  are  restorative  and  tonic  ; larger  doses  (1  to  2 oz.) 
are  either  slightly  purgative  or  emetic. 

It  possesses  expectorant  qualities  if  given  in  dram  doses — 
every  two  or  four  hours — and  small  quantities  act  as  ciliary 
excitants  by  reflex  action  when  slowly  sucked  in  the  mouth. 
It  is  excreted  by  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  body.  It  is  a 
certain  antiseptic,  and  destroys  the  small  thread  worm,  asca7‘is 
Tcrmicularis.  When  swallowed  or  administered  by  the  rectum, 
j oz.  may  be  dissolved  in  3 or  4 ozs.  of  water. 

I lb.  of  salt  and  3 gallons  of  water  make  a convenient  sub- 
stitute for  sea-water. 

I I is  used  sometimes  in  about  the  same  proportion  (1  to  30) 
as  a gargle  in  chronic  throat  'ulcerations,  and  is  a valuable 
antidote  in  cases  of  poisotiinr/  icith  nitrate  of  silver,  or  after 
swallowing  a leech. 

Betz  has  used  chloride  of  sodium  in  internal  her^norrhages 
with  marked  benefit.  He  dissolves  a teaspoonful  in  half  a 
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litre  of  water,  and  administers  it  by  the  mouth  at  the  rate  of 
3 tablespoonfuls  every  5 minutes. 

Recently,  Michael  of  Hamburg  and  Samuel  of  Kiinigsberg 
have  advised  the  liyiyodcrmio  injection  of  several  litres  of  an 
8‘75  per  cent,  solution  of  salt  into  the  subcutaneous  cellular 
tissue  in  cholera. 

Michael  believes  that  it  will  be  free  from  the  dangers 
attending  the  introduction  of  solutions  by  transfusion.  He 
points  out  that  the  injection  of  largo  quantities  into  the  cel- 
lular tissue  of  the  neck,  as  recommended  by  Samuel,  might 
produce  oedema  of  the  glottis,  and  he  advises  the  site  to  be 
chosen  somewhere  over  the  abdomen  or  inside  of  the  thighs, 
and  insists  that  massage  should  be  employed  to  cause  the 
effusion  or  dispersion  of  the  fluid.  It  may  be  thus  used  in 
acute  aneemia  from  ha3morrhages  of  all  kinds,  instead  of  trans- 
fusion. 

Sodii  Citro-Tartras  Effervescens. — This  agreeable  ant- 
acid and  purgative  is  the  official  representative  of  the  popular 
“ Granular  Citrate  of  Magnesia,”  only  the  latter  usually  con- 
tains some  Epsom  salt.  It  may  be  taken  in  tablespoonful 
doses,  dissolved  in  a large  quantity  of  water,  as  it  seldom 
affects  the  bowel  unless  freely  diluted. 

Sodii  Ethylatis  Liquor  is  a valuable  caustic,  powerful 
and  almost  painless  ; it  is  antiseptic.  Brushed  over  small 
nffivi,  it  has  been  found  to  cause  their  obliteration  with  very 
little  deformity.  It  should  be  applied  upon  a glass  rod  or 
brush,  and,  just  as  in  the  application  of  iodine  liniment  to 
glandular  swellings,  it  should  be  used  till  a scab  forms,  and 
then  its  application  should  be  withheld  for  a few  days  till  the 
scab  or  destroyed  cuticle  falls  off,  when  it  may  be  re-applied. 
If  pain  results,  a drop  of  chloroform,  w'hich  converts  the  eth}’’- 
late  into  ether,  and  chloride  of  sodium  may  be  laid  upon  the 
part. 

Sodii  Hypophosphis  resembles  in  its  action  the  lime  salt 
of  the  sflime  name  (which  see,  page  340).  It  has  been  sup- 
posed  to  give  all  the  benefits  of  free  phosphorus  without  any 
of  its  drawbacks  ; but  the  evidence  of  its  usefulness  in  scrofula 
axiA2)hthisis  is  regarded  by  several  authorities  as  somewhat 
doubtful. 

Sodii  lodidum  resembles  closely  the  iodide  of  potassium 
(ipage  lOfi).  It  can  be  tolerated  by  the  stomach  in  larger  doses 
than  the  potassium  salt. 

Sodii  Nitras  is  only  used  to  prepare  arseniate  of  sodium  or 
nitric  acid. 
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Sodii  Nitris  is  not  official ; it  is  noticed  in  the  non-official 
remedies. 

Sodii  Phosphas. — Though  this  salt  has  been  extolled  as  a 
substitute  for  phosphorus,  it  has  not  the  slightest  action  of  the 
kind.  It  is  a most  valuable  saline  purgative,  and  can  be  safely 
used  where  nearly  every  purgative  is  contra-indicated— in 
serious  cases  of  enteric  fever  with  bowel  comjjlication.  It  can, 
owing  to  its  freedom  from  unpleasant  taste,  be  given  instead 
of  common  salt  in  beef  tea  or  soup.  This  is  a most  satisfac- 
tory plan  of  giving  a mild  cathartic  in  fevers  ; half  an  ounce 
often  will  be  found  enough,  but  three  times  this  quantity  may 
be  administered.  It  is  also  recommended  in  small  doses  for 
the  qualities  which  it  possesses  in  common  with  all  the  sodium 
and  potassium  salts — antacid,  diui-etic,  antilithic,  &c. 

Sodii  Salicylas.  See  under  Acid.  Salicylic.,  page  310. 

Sodii  Sulphas — (ilauber’s  salt  is  not  much  used  now  except 
in  veterinary  practice,  though,  by  its  stimulating  effect  upon 
the  glandular  intestinal  apparatus,  it  is  a safe  and  certain 
purgative.  The  experiments  of  Rutherford  also  prove  that  it 
is  a moderately  powerful  stimulant  to  the  liver.  See  under 
Magnesii  Sulphas,  its  action  exjjlained,  page  417. 

Sodii  Sulphis  is  a weak  antiseptic,  preventing  fermenta- 
tion, like  sulphurous  acid.  It  is  given  in  20  gr.  doses  in  various 
stomaek  affections  characterised  by  the  presence  of  sarciuae  and 
torulffi,  and,  in  solution,  has  been  used  externally  in  various 
parasitic  skin  diseases. 

Sodii  Sulphocarbolas  possesses  the  antiseptic  and  anti- 
pyretic qualities  of  carbolic  acid  (page  301).  It  has  been  given 
in  fermentative  states  <ftJie  stomach,  cholera,  dijjJitheria,  scar- 
latina, and  all  the  fevers  and  in  various  septic  conditions. 

Sodii  Valerianas. — Used  only  to  prepare  the  valerianate 
of  zinc.  It  may  be  given  in  5 gr.  doses. 

Spiritus  Rectificatus,  Spiritus  Tenuior,  and  Vini 
Gallici.  See  under  Alcohol,  page  313. 

Staphisagrise  Semina  contain  at  least  two  important  al- 
kaloids—Staphisagrine  and  Delphine.  The  former  can  hardly 
be  said  to  have  given  any  results  which  entitle  it  to  a place 
in  therapeutics,  though  it  is  a powerful  respiratory  poison  like 
curara.  Delphine  acts  like  aconite,  and  when  applied  over 
I)ainful  cutaneous  nerves  causes  numbness  and  tingling,  and 
diminishes  pain  like  veratrine.  It  has  been  used  .os  an  oint- 
ment (20  grs.  to  1 oz.)  in  nenrahjia.  Internally  it  slows  the 
pulse  like  aconite,  and  diminishes  the  number  of  respirations. 


Sulphur. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


485 


causing  death  by  asphyxia  with  spinal  paralysis.  It  has  been 
given  in  asthma,  rheumatism,  nevrahjia,  and  drojJsies. 

Stavesacre  seeds  are,  however,  inti'oduced  into  the  B.P.  on 
account  of  the  satisfactory  power  which  their  ointment  pos- 
sesses over  the  parasite  that  frequents  the  hah'  of  the  head. 
The  official  ointment  destroys  pediculi  with  safety.  Formerly 
the  seeds  were  given  internally  as  an  emetic  and  vermifuge, 
but  then-  use  is  restricted  to  their  antiparasitic  action. 

Stramonii  Semina  possess  properties  identical  with  bella- 
donna, and  they  yield  an  alkaloid  which  is  identical  with 
hyoscyamine  and  isomeric  with  atropine.  The  leaves  of  the 
plant  have  been  long  used  as  a remedy  when  smoked  like 
tobacco  for  spasmodic  bronchial  affections,  chiefly  asthma. 
The  extract  made  from  the  seeds  should  not  be  given  in  doses 
larger  than  grain  ; it  sometimes  prevents  the  asthmatic 
attacks  when  given  a few  hours  before  the  expected  seizure. 

Stramonium  belongs  to  a natural  group,  called  from  their 
action,  by  Headland — Deliriants.  The  gi'oup  contains  Bella- 
donna, Hyoseyamus,  Stramonium,  and  Datura  Tatula.  (See 
Daturia  amongst  the  Non-official  Remedies.) 

Strychnina— The  action  of  this  alkaloid  is  noticed  under 
Nux  Vomica — Page  425. 

styrax  Praeparatus— This  balsam  resembles  those  of  Peru 
and  Tolu  in  its  action,  being  a feeble,  stimulating  expectorant. 
It  possesses  some  tonic  influence  over  the  genito-urinary 
mucous  membrane,  and  has  been  used  in  gonorrhaia.  20  grs. 
may  be  given,  made  into  a bolus  with  powdered  sugar”  or 
liquorice. 

Sulphur— Sublimed  sulphur,  when  administered  in  a full 
dose  (say  2 drams),  passes  unaltered  through  the  stomach,  and 
meeting  the  alkaline  bile,  a small  quantity  is  absorbed  after  its 
solution  in  this  fluid.  This  quantity,  after  circulating  through 
the  blood,  is  excreted  by  the  skin  iii  the  form  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  staining  any  metallic  substances  with  which  it 
comes  in  contact.  Some  of  it  is  also  excreted  by  the  kidneys, 
as  sulphates,  and  some  passes  off  by  the  respiratory  mucous 
rnembrane,  which  it  stimulates.  Of  the  surplus  in  the  intes- 
tine a small  quantity  is  converted  into  sulphides  by  the  bile, 
and  acts  as  a mild  irritant  (just  as  sulphide  of  calcium  wouhl 
do,  if  administered)  ; this  causes  slight  purgation,  producing 
large,  softened  motions.  The  residue,  which  constitutes  the 
greater  part  of  the  dose,  acts  by  the  angularity  of  its  gritty 
particles,  the  part  of  an  in'itant,  like  bran,  &c.,‘and  increase's 
the  peristaltic  movements  of  the  bowel,  and  thus  aids  purga- 
tion. This  seems  to  bo  the  most  probable  explanation  of  the 
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internal  action  of  sulphur  in  full  doses.  Since  it  exists  in 
large  quantities  in  the  bile,  sulphur  will  act  as  a restorative  in 
some  conditions  of  the  system  characterised  by  a deficiency  of 
that  fluid. 

Its  purgative  action  renders  it  very  useful  in  the  treatment 
of  hwmorrhoids,  and  Neligan  believed  that  in  addition  to  its 
effect  as  a cathartic  in  this  complaint,  it  exercises  a beneficial 
soothing  influence  over  the  liaimorrhoidal  vessels,  whereby  their 
calibre  is  diminished  and  the  symjotoms  ameliorated. 

It  has  been  used  as  a purgative  in  sldn  diseases,  but  it  often 
aggravates  matters,  if  there  is  active  cutaneous  inflammation 
going  on. 

Sulphur  is  an  expectorant,  probably,  stimulating  as  it  passes 
out,  the  mucous  epithelial  cells  of  the  respiratory  passages, 
with  their  cilia. 

All  the  virtues  of  sulphur  are  found  in  a vegetable  contain- 
ing it  in  considerable  quantity  (the  onion),  and  it  will  be  found 
for  every  purpose  the  most  satisfactory  form  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  drug.  The  Spanish  onion,  boiled  for  one  or  two 
hours,  and  eaten  freely  at  bed-time,  is  a certain  purgative,  and 
possesses  most  decided  expectorant  qualities.  In  cases  of 
chronic  catarrh  of  the  larger  respiratory  tubes,  it  is  more 
efficacious  than  any  official  expectorant,  probably  because  it 
contains  a volatile  principle  in  addition  to  the  sulphm'. 

Sulphur  has  been  praised  as  an  external  and  internal  remedy 
in  chronic  rheumatism,  and  forms  a principal  ingredient  in 
the  “ Chelsea  Pensioner.”  (Page  396.) 

The  sulphides  have  been  highly  commended  in  various 
supimrative  shin  affections — as  boils  and  acne;  the  onion 
treatment  has  proved  much  more  satisfactory  in  the  writer's 
hands  than  sulphide  of  calcium,  which  is  occasionally  uncer- 
tain and  intolerable.  (See  page  348.) 

Externally,  sulphur  is  the  best  known  treatment  for  the 
itch;  a thorough  application  of  the  official  ointment  to  the 
skin,  after  a hot  bath  and  good  scrubbing  with  soap  to  break 
up  tiie  furrows  of  the  insect,  generally  proves  efficacious.  The 
pentasulphide  of  calcium,  prepared  by  boiling  1 oz.  of  pow- 
dered sulphur  with  about  an  equal  quantity  of  mortar,  lime- 
putty,  or  slaked  lime,  in  half  a gallon  of  water,  is  a more 
certain  and  elegant  application.  It  should  be  lightly  hrushed 
or  sponged  over  the  affected  part.  It  appears  to  act  by  in- 
stantly giving  off  sulphuretted  hydrogen  on  coming  in  contact 
with  organic  matter,  this  gas  destroying  the  insect.  It  is  free 
from  the  objectionable  greasiness  of  the  ointment,  and  is  less 
irritating,  since  no  previous  scrubbing  or  soaping  is  necessary. 

Sulphur  has  been  advocated  as  a local  application  to  the 
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false  membrane  in  diphtheria;  it  is  questionable  if  it  has  the 
least  action  in  this  disease. 

The  ointment  is  recommended  in  acne,  and  often  docs  good 
when  well  rubbed  into  the  indurated  spots.  The  precipitated 
sulphur  in  a lotion  is  an  unobjectionable  way  to  use  this  remedy 
for  acne. 

5ij. 


PotS/SSfli  S'iilpliurd.t)3/  acts  like  sulphur  when  given  in  vei’y 
srnall  doses,  stimulating  the  skin  and  intestines,  and  it  is 
eliminated  in  the  same  way.  It  js  a local  mutant,  and  in  large 
doses  acts  like  an  irritant  poison,  and  produces  narcotic 
symptoms  and  convulsions. 

Externally  it  is  used  as  a bath  (5  oz.  to  a large  bath  of 
^\arm  water)  in  scahics ; or  the  official  ointment  may  be 
employed. 

Its  inteimal  use  is  also  advocated  in  various  chronic  shin 
afiections  in  3 gr.  doses,  in  a pill.  It  will  cure  itch,  like 
sulphur,  when  given  internally,  if  its  use  is  persisted  in.  It 
resembles  the  calcium  salt  which  see  Qrage  348). 

Sulphuris  lodidum. — This  remedy  possesses  some  of  the 
properties  of  the  two  substances  enterine  into  its  nn.mp  Tf  m 
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Tabaci  Folia. — Owing  to  its  uncertain  action  in  small 
closes,  and  its  deadly  power  in  large  doses,  tobacco  is  very 
seldom  employed  in  medicine.  When  smoked,  the  leaf  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  sedatives  for  the  restlessness  of  an  over- 
luorlied  and  worried  hrain  ; but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  mass  of  smokers  become  the  slaves  of  habit,  and  in  them 
very  little,  if  any,  therapeutic  result  is  observed.  Occasionally 
atrophy  of  the  optic  nerve  follows  prolonged  and  excessive 
smoking. 

Tobacco  is  a local  irritant ; when  used  as  snufE  it  is  a good 
eiThine,  increasing  the  nasal  mucus.  Chewed  in  the  mouth,  or 
smoked,  it  acts  first  as  a stimulant  to  the  nerve  endings  in  the 
salivary  glands,  increasing  the  amount  of  saliva.  If  its  use 
be  continued,  or  the  dose  increased,  this  effect  gives  way 
to  paralysis  of  these  nerves,  and  dryness  of  the  mouth  results. 
On  reaching  the  stomach,  tobacco  exercises  the  function  of  an 
emetic  ; this  result  follows  its  use  also  by  the  rectum.  Finding 
its  way  into  the  blood,  tobacco  produces,  in  large  doses,  con- 
traction of  the  pupil,  collapse,  great  muscular  prostration, 
coldness  of  the  skin,  diuresis,  vomiting  and  purging,  diminu- 
tion in  the  force  of  the  heart  (which  it  appears  to  first  tetanise 
and  then  paralyse),  and,  after  producing  general  paralysis 
through  its  action  on  the  cord  and  on  the  nerves,  it  causes 
death  by  the  respiratory  muscles  being  paralysed.  The  brain 
is  not  disturbed  in  its  functions,  and  the  temperature  falls. 

Subcutaneous  injection  of  nicotine  causes  death  as  rapidly  as 
Prussic  acid,  and  the  late  official  enema  was  a dangerous  pre- 
paration, and  has  been  omitted  with  advantage  from  the  new 
B.P. 

Its  paralysing  effects  have  led  to  its  successful  use  in  the 
treatment  of  tetanus,  strychnine  jioisoning,  and  asthma.  Small 
doses,  as  the  smoking  of  a pipeful,  are  believed  to  be  diuretic 
and  laxative  to  those  unaccustomed  to  its  influence.  Its  use 
in  surgery  in  causing  muscular  relaxation  is  now  given  up  for 
chloroform. 

Tamarindus.— The  pulp  of  the  tamarind  is  seldom  used 
alone  ; it  is  a laxative  in  doses  of  1 to  2 qz.,  iiicreasing  the 
peristaltic  movements  of  the  intestines.  It  is  said  to  be  refri- 
gerant, and  is  occasionally  used  in  fevers  in  the  form  of 
“ tamarind  whey,”  made  by  mixing  an  ounce  of  the  pulp  in  a 
little  boiling  water,  and  adding  the  infusion  to  a quart  of  milk. 
Its  refrigerent  action  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  vegetable 
acids,  malic,  citric,  &c.,  which  it  contains. 

Taraxaci  Radix  has  long  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  a tonic 
cholagogue,  diuretic,  and  laxative.  As  it  is  now  obtained  from 
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the  chemist  it  has  little  therapeutic  power.  The  tonic  effects  of 
the  fresJb  juice,  prepared  by  the  patient  immediately  before 
use,  or  even  of  an  infusion  prepared  just  after  the  root  is 
gathered,  when  the  juice  is  bitter,  are  decidedly  good,  and  it 
is  a useful  vehicle  for  more  active  tonics. 


Terebinthina  Canadensis,  though  possessing  all  the  pro- 
perties of  the  oil  of  turpentine,  is  only  introduced  into  the 
Pharmacopoeia  for  its  physical  qualities.  It  is  largely  used 
in  the  preparation  of  microscopic  objects,  and  has  been  occa- 
sionaEy  given  (made  into  a pill),  with  carbonate  of  magnesium 
tov  gleet  and  chronic  gonorrhcca. 

Terebinthinae  Oleum — Turpentine  is  largely  used  as  a 
counter-irritant ; it  possesses  advantages  over  Cantharides  in 
the  speed  ^^^th  which  it  acts.  The  ordinai-y  turpentine  stupe 
IS  made  by  sprinkling  the  oil  over  flannel  cloths  wruno-  out  of 
very  hot  water,  and  applying  them  quickly  to  the  part  In 
this  way  rapid  vesication  can  be  produced.  (For  the  rationale 
ot  its  action,  see  under  “ Cantharis.”) 

Small  doses  produce  contraction  of  the  capillaries,  and  the 
vapour  causes  the  minute  pulmonary  vessels  to  contract  after 
iDlialation. 

In  large  doses,  turpentine  acts  as  a general  stimulant,  and 

b°'^els,  it  causes 

inebiiation,  like  alcohol,  and  in  very  large  doses  it  de- 
presses the  functions  of  brain,  medulla  and  cord,  dilatino- 
the  vessels  and  lowering  blood  pressure  and  respii-atiom 
Aftei  cu-culatmg  in  the  blood,  it  is  eliminated  by  the  skin 
respiratory  mucous  membrane,  and  kidneys,  actino-  as  a 
diaphoretic  expectorant,  and  diuretic  ; and  is  useful  iir  hron- 
chihs  and  hcgiatic  dropsy.  It  is  apt  to  cause  strangury  and 
b body  urine,  and  should  not  be  used  where  the  kidnejs  are 

I oiSes  ^y^^'^^^lso  possesses  very  decided  anthelmintic 
piopeities,  but  must  be  given  in  large  doses  (^  oz.),  and  its 
combination  ^v^th  castor  oil  renders  it  much  less  liabb  to  cause 
stianguiy  than  if  given  alone.  The  tape-worm  is  dead  on  its 
expulsion  after  the  use  of  this  remedy. 

Turpentine  is  much  used  as  a haemostatic  in  imlmonarv 
and  by  far  the  best  method  of  administering  it 
u this  complaint  is  to  surround  the  patient  with  vanour 
by  pouring  turpentine  into  vessels  in  which  a little  hot  water 
has  been  placed.  Coming  into  direct  contact  with  the  blecdino- 
point,  the  astringent  qualities  of  the  drug  are  exercised  to  best 
advantage.  Large  doses  are  valuable  in  internal  hmmorrhancM 
by  reducing  the  blood  pressure,  and  ten  minims  every  hour 
may  save  life  in  hemorrhage  from  the  bowel  in  tiJphM  fever 
G 2 
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and  dysentery.  Dr.  Nicholson  has  obtained  good  results  -with 
turpentine  in  secondary  syphilis  and  pthagadenic  ulcerations, 
and  observed  that  it  caused  the  coagulation  of  the  blood 
in  an  aneurismal  sac.  The  enema  is  a valuable  remedy  in 
tympanitic  distention  of  the  abdomen;  it  excites  such  uniform 
contraction  as  expels  all  accumulations  of  imprisoned  gas  in 
the  bowels.  Turpentine  has  a prophylactic  and  curative  action 
in  cases  of  gall  stone,  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  it  may 
cause  the  solution  of  small  calculi  in  the  gall  bladder.  It  is  a 
powerful  antiseptic,  and  has  been  given  with  success  in 
diphtheria.  Kecently  Dr.  Croker  has  given  turpentine  with 
success  internally  m.  psoriasis,  eczema,  pityriasis,  See.  He  be- 
lieves it  has  a decided  action  upon  the  skin  thi-ough  its  con- 
stringing influence  over  the  cutaneous  capillaries. 

Oil  of  turpentine  which  has  been  kept  some  time  is  rich  in 
ozone,  and  is  a valuable  antidote  to  the  poison  of  phosphorus. 

The  confection  is  an  agreeable  method  of  administering  the 
drug,  and  has  been  found  beneficial  in  iritis,  in  hysterical 
affections,  and  in  the  hwmorrhages  of  pnrpnra,  in  which 
latter  it  is  invaluable.  Turpentine  may  be  easily  given  in 
capsules  or  emulsion. 


jViij. 


:.  31. 


Theobromse  Oleum  is  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia 
as  a basis  for  suppositories. 

Theriaca  holds  its  official  position  owing  to  its  excipient 
qualities,  entering  into  the  various  pill  masses.  In  large  doses 
it  is  laxative  and  nutrient. 

Thus  Americanum  is  not  used  internally.  It  is  added  to 
plasters  on  account  of  its  mild  stimulating  influence  on  the 
skin,  and  also  on  account  of  its  toughness  and  adhesiveness- 
very  desirable^  qualities  in  a plaster. 

Thymol  nets  as  a feeble  caustic,  and  as  a powerful  anti- 
septic. 1 gr.  dissolved  in  2 oz.  water  makes  a solution  which 
instantly  puts  a stop  to  putrefactive  or  fermentative  changes 
in  any  fluid  to  which  it  may  be  added.  It  is  thus  a more  potent 
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antiseptic  than  carbolic  or  salicylic  acids  ; an  ointment  (1-8 
of  vaseline)  has  been  used  by  Squire  as  a remedy  in  i)arasitic 
shin  diseases.  A solution  of  1 part  of  thymol  in  18  of  petro- 
leum or  15  of  ether  is  a valuable  remedy  in  ringworm  of  the 
scalp  or  beard  ; it  penetrates  into  the  hair  follicles. 

_ The  following  formula  is  used  at  the  London  Throat  Hos- 
pital in  laryngitis  and  hroncliial  affections; — Thymol,  20  grs.; 
spirit,  3 di-s.;  carbonate  of  magnesium,  10  gi-s.;  water  to  3 oz! 
A teaspoonful  to  1 pint  of  water  at  150°  for  each  inhalation. 

Biirns  washed  first  with  a watery  solution  Q gr.  to  1 oz.) 
and  then  brushed  with  an  oleaginous  solution  (4  ar  to  1 dr  1 
heal  rapidly. 


A solution  in  water  (1  in  1,000)  is  used  as  an  injection  in 
Icucorrliwa,  and  as  a lotion  to  tuounds,  clii'onic  eczema  o~cena 
psoriasis,  and  'ulcerated  throat.  Thymol  gauze  and  ’lint  are 
used  as  antiseptic  surgical  dressings. 

Internally,  thymol  has  an  action  like  carbolic  acid,  and  also 
produces  symptoms  like  those  seen  in  turpentine  poisonino-  The 
centres  in  the  medulla  and  cord  are  paralysed,  the  tempera- 
ture, respiration,  and  blood  pressure  falling  markedly  before 
death.  It  is  eliminated  by  the  bronchial  and  renal  sin-faces  • 
accordmg  to  Brunton,  these  surfaces  are  congested,  and  the 
lungs  and  kidneys  are  inflamed  in  animals  poisoned  by  thy- 
mol. It  has  been  given  by  Silva  in  typhoid  ever,  pleurisy, 
tmd  jmeumoma,  in  doses  of  3 grammes ; it  caused  persistent 
diminution  of  temperature,  and  no  ill  effects  whatever  De- 
cidedly beneficial  rcsults  have  followed  its  administration  in 
chrome  cystiti.,  vnt\x  profuse  discharge,  and  it  has  been  recom“ 
ended  m daabetes.  In  diphtherm,  good  results  have  been 
obtained  by  arren,  who  gives  it  in  combination  with  chlorate 
of  potassium,  quinine,  and  brandy.  i^uiorate 

Professor  Bozzolo  has  written  to  urge  the  administration  of 

I'””'*  “s  being 

sc„"alio„°ta  ™ “ ’-""’“B 


Tragacantha.  This  gum  is  only  employed  to  aid  the  siis 
pension  of  heavy  metallic  powders  in  miituies , it  swells  upon 
the  addition  of  water  into  a thick  mass  or  mucilage  whic 

betddp^!  'l'\^ntity  of  water  to  which’  it  mS 

be  added.  In  the  o hcial  mucilage  of  tragacanth  it  is  doubL 

fPPt  regarded  as  in  a state  of  per 

feet  solution.  I he  paste  mentioned  on  page  Id  or  the  olli  -ini 
glycerine  is  an  excellent  pill  excipient. 

Uvse  Ursi  Folia  is  a vegetable  astrin<>-ent  ami  tnnip 
to  Its  tannin.  It  contains  rarbutin,  whiehrafe 
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split  up  into  hydrochinon  in  the  blood,  and,  as  the  sulphate  of 
this  body,  passes  out  in  the  urine  ; it  is  highly  recommended 
in  chronic  infiammatory  conditions  of  the  lladder  where  there 
is  much  discharge.  It  has  been  used  with  advantage  in  menor- 
rhagia, dysentery,  and  gleet.  (See  under  Arbutin,  in  the  Xon- 
official  Remedies.) 

Uvae. — Raisins  arc  gentle  laxatives ; they  are  used  princi- 
pally for  their  flavour. 

Valerianae  Rhizoma. — Valerian  acts  as  a tonic  and  stimu- 
lant to  the  nervous  system,  and  is  especially  useful  in  hysteria. 
There  is  much  doubt  about  the  manner  in  which  it  acts.  It 
contains  a volatile  oil,  which  paralyses  the  cerebral  nerve 
centres  and  cord,  and  reduces  the  blood  pressure,  and  slows 
the  pulse  (Bruuton).  Large  doses  of  the  infusion  of  the 
rhizome  increase  the  rapidity  and  force  of  the  ventricular 
contractions,  cause  an  increase  in  the  cutaneous  secretion, 
and  produce  hiccough,  nausea,  vertigo,  and  slight  mental 
disturbance.  The  good  it  effects  in  disease  appears  to  the 
VT.’iter  to  he  owing  to  its  diminishing  the  irritability  of  the 
terminations  of  the  sensory  nerves  thronghout  the  body.  This 
probable  explanation  of  the  action  of  valerian  mentioned 
in  a former  edition  of  this  work  is  supported  by  the  results  of 
Martel’s  recent  observations.  This  surgeon  found  that  a strong 
decoction  possessed  marked  local  sedative  influence  when 
applied  to  gjainfd  mounds.  He  states  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Normandy  use  a lotion  made  from  the  root  to  relieve  the 
pains  of  fractures  and  wounds. 

It  has  been  used  with  very  doubtfrd  success  in  chorea, 
egnlepsy,  whoogn-ng-cough,  laryngismus,  &c. 

The  salt  of  zinc  with  valerianic  acid,  in  addition  to  its  anti- 
hysterical  properties,  possesses  weak  anti-periodic  qualities  ; 
and,  combined  with  quinine  and  opium,  is  a most  valuable 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  especially  if  there  be  a 
tendency  to  show  signs  of  periodicity. 

Dr.  Cole  has  reported  a case  of  diabetes  successfully  treated 
by  ,5  gr.  doses  of  this  salt  every  6 hours. 
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Veratrina  & Veratri  Viridis  Rhizoma  (See  Sabaclilla). 

Vinum  Aiirantii  and  Vinum  Xericum  are  introduced 
into  the  Pharmacopoeia  for  their  solvent  properties  ; the 
former  to  make  quinine  and  citrate  of  ii'on  wines,  and  the 
latter  to  form  the  menstruum  for  the  remaining  wines. 

Zincum  and  its  salts.  When  used  externally  these  sub- 
stances possess  two  properties — they  are  astringent  and 
corrosive. 


The  astringent  quality  probably  depends  upon  their  forming 
insoluble  albumen  compounds,  causing  condensation  of  the 
tissue  elements,  at  the  same  time  producing  contraction  of  the 
smaller  vessels.  The  corrosive  action  depends  upon  their 
affinity  for  water,  which  they  rapidly  extract  from  the  tissues, 
thereby  causing  their  death.  The  effect  varies  in  intensity 
from  the  powerful  action  of  the  chloride  and  iodide  to  the 
mild  influence  of  the  sulphate  or  oxide. 

When  administered  internally,  the  zinc  salts  soon  enter  the 
blood,  in  which  fluid  they  remain  for  a time,  probably  as 
albuminates,  and  are  gradually  and  slowly  eliminated  in  the 
fmces  and  slightly  by  the  kidneys.  After  a long  course  of  zinc 
medication,  symptoms  of  chronic  poisoning  may  show  them- 
selves, not  unlike  what  are  seen  in  cases  of  lead  poisoning. 

Acetate  This  salt  is  used  as  a local  astringent!  and 

with  some  skilful  practitioners  is  their  favourite  remedy  in 
gonorrhwa  ; thus  ^ 


0-.  /^.xxv. 
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Ccyhonate  ofZhio  and  Calamina  are  used  as  mild,  unirritatino- 
astringents  or  drying  applications”  to  excoriatiom,  into" 
togn,  &c.  They  resemble  the  oxide  in  their  action  upon  nezona. 

Chlorido  of  Zinc  is  much  used  as  a powerful  caustic  bv 
surgeons  for  tlic  destruction  of  hqnud,  }anccroV!^,  and  other 
U'-notks.  It  IS  liest  applied  mixed  with  about  three  parts  of 
diy  flour,  and  laid  upon  the  diseased  spot.  Great  c.are  is 
spreading  to  the  surroimdiiig  healthy 

hstcV  orPsrr  sprinkling  tlicm  over  with 

piastei  of  J ails.  Jhc  chloride  is  unsatisfactory  as  a caustic 
unless  the  .skin  is  broken  or  the  cuticle  removed. 
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Tlie  astringent  qualities  of  the  chloride  have  rendered  it  a 
valuable  remedy  in  gonorrhoea,  injected  in  the  proportion  of 
about  1 gr.  to  the  ounce  every  two  hours.  It  probably  destroys 
the  low  organisms  upon  whose  presence  the  disease  may 
depend.  It  is  a powerful  antiseptic  and  deodorant.  The 
liquor,  diluted  with  forty  times  its  bulk  of  water,  arrests 
putrefaction  and  decomposes  all  gases  with  which  it  comes  in 
contact.  It  may  be  used  as  a lotion  to  'putrid  ulcers,  in  the 
proportion  of  3 minims  to  each  ounce  of  distilled  water. 

Oxide  of  Zinc  is  chiefly  used  as  a mild,  soothing  astringent, 
in  eczema.  The  zinc  ointment  is  the  best  remedy  for  the 
troublesome  eczema  of  childhood  and  infancy. 

Internally,  the  oxide  is  found  to  enter  the  blood  as  lactate 
or  chloride,  and  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a mild  astringent 
and  sedative  to  the  nervous  system. 

In  the  sweating  of  phthisis  the  oxide  has  long  enjoyed  a 
high  reputation,  and  may  be  used  in  the  following  form  ; — 


c 


'^LckJz.  xvi.  i.  -CM- 


Sulphate  of  Zinc  is  the  most  popular  local  astringent,  and  is 
used  as  an  injection  in  the  following  strengths  : — 

In  Gonorrhoea,  9i  to  10  oz.  water ; in  Leucorrhoea,  5ss  to  1 
pint;  in  Otorrhcea,  9i  to  1 pint;  in  Ophthalmia,  1 gr.  to  1 oz. 

The  di'ied  salt  is  used  as  a caustic  to  uterine  and  other  ulcers. 

Internally,  as  a nervine  sedative  the  sulphate  has  been  found 
highly  useful  in  chorea  ; given  in  doses,  beginning  -with  2 gi-s. 
for  a child  of  about  7,  gradually  increased  to  10  grs.,  3 times 
a day.  The  stomach  in  a very  short  time  becomes  markedly 
tolerant  of  large  doses.  Its  use  has  been  advocated  in  epilepsy, 
and  other  convulsive  ailments,  in  bronchorrhosa,  and  diarrhoea, 
but  with  varying  success. 

In  doses  of  30  grains,  sulphate  of  zinc  is  the  speediest  and 
safest  emetic.  It  acts,  whether  swallowed  or  injected  into  the 
circulation,  and  is  especially  useful  in  cases  of  poisoning, 
being  quicker  in  its  action  than  ipecac,  and  much  less  liable 
to  be  followed  by  depression  than  tartar  emetic.  It  acts  by 
irritating  the  nerve  endings  in  the  stomach,  and  hence  has 
been  I’cgardcd  as  the  tj'pe  of  “ Direct  Emetics.”  Its  emetic 
action  when  injected  into  the  veins  may  be  explained  by  the 
irritation  which  it  produces  by  coming  in  contact  with  the 
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gastric  nerves  upon  its  elimination  by  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach.  It  is  doubtful  if  it  acts  upon  the  vomiting 
centre  like  apomorphine  or  emetine. 

For  the  Yalerianate  of  Zinc  see  Valerian. 

Oleate  of  Zinc  acts  like  the  ointment  of  the  oxide  (see  page 
309). 

S^dphocarholate  of  Zinc  possesses  the  properties  of  the  sul- 
phocarbolates  (page  484).  It  is  used  as  an  antiseptic  lotion  in 
gonorrhoea  and  leucorrhcea,  2 grs.  to  1 oz. 

Zingiber  is  a powerful  aromatic  stimulant,  acting  like  cap- 
sicum and  cardamoms  (which  see);  chewed,  it  is  a valuable 
sialagogue ; and  used  as  snuff,  it  causes  severe  nasal  irritation. 


W. 
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In  the  last  edition  of  this  work,  under  the  above  heading,  GO 
pages  were  devoted  to  a brief  description  of  the  sources, 
actions,  doses,  &c,,  of  many  remedies  not  included  in  the  late 
Pharmacopoeia.  The  writer  is  glad  to  find  that  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee,  in  their  new  excellent  work,  have  included 
the  most  iuiportant  and  valuable  of  these.  Nevertheless, 
many  remedies  remain — some  of  them  in  extensive  use  and 
some  upon  their  trial — whose  importance  still  necessitates  a 
brief  notice.  The  necessarily  small  siiace  at  the  writer’s  dis- 
posal prevents  his  giving  many  valuable  pharmaceutical 
cletails  and  therapeutical  references  which  the  student  will 
find  in  the  forthcoming  edition  of  Mr.  Martindale’s  and  Dr. 
\\  estcott  s most  vEluable  ExtrE-Phartnacopooia. 


Abrus  Precatorius  (Jequh-ity  Seeds). 

Since  the  scarlet  seeds  known  as  “prayer  beads  and  jumble 
beads  were  introduced  by  Weeker  for  producing  what  is  now 
known  as  Jecpiirity  Ophthalmia  much  has  been  written  upon 
them,  battler,  using  a A to  1 per  cent,  active  fresh  infusion 
prepared  by  macerating  the  bruised  seeds  deiirived  of  their 
coats,  m cold  water  for  24  hours,  filtering  .and  apiilying  at 
once  to  the  conjunctiva,  describes  the  application  itself  as 
painless.  After  three  hours— the  period  of  iiicub.ation— 
symptoms  of  a severe  ophthalmia  begin,  which  readies  its 
height  in  about  30  hours.  There  is  intense  inflammation 
pain,  heat,  redness,  .and  oedema,  with  the  devcloimieut  of  .a 
thick  adherent  croupous  membrane,  which  separates  from  the 
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conjunctiva  about  the  third  day,  but  which  is  reproduced  at 
intervals  for  3 days  more.  There  is  profuse  purulent  secretion, 
and  generally  some  weeks  elapse  before  the  last  traces  of 
redness,  unevenness,  and  dirty  yellow  discoloration  pass  off. 

The  inflammatory  symptoms  are  much  intensified  by  repetition 
of  the  application  iir  the  early  stages. 

Many  observers  have  found  the  infusion  swarming  with  a 
peculiar  microzyme,  to  which  they  have  attributed  all  the  effects 
of  the  drug.  This  easily  recognised  bacillus  has  been  seen  in 
the  purulent  secretion,  and  Sattler  affirms  that  a little  of  the 
secretion  will  produce  a conjunctivitis  like  the  original,  only 
much  milder.  He  cultivated  the  bacillus  through  several 
generations.  Bechamp  and  Dujardin  have  recently  cultivated 
the  bacillus,  and  upon  injecting  it  into  the  veins  found  that  it 
produced  death  like  jequirity.  Much  contradictory  evidence 
has  been  produced  in  explanation  of  the  inflammatory 
phenomena,  but  the  careful  researches  of  Klein  may  be  at 
present  accepted  as  proving  that  the  jequmty  ophthalmia  is 
not  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  bacillus,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly present.  He  produced  the  typical  ophthalmia  by  : 
a sterilised  infusion,  devoid  of  the  jequirity  bacillus,  and  he  li 

completely  deprived  an  infusion  of  its  activity,  though  it  was  li 

swarming  with  the  microbe.  The  researches  of  Klein  have 
been  supported  by  those  of  Warden,  Waddell,  Neisser,  Sala- 
monsen,  Dirknick,  Holmfeld,  and  others.  The  natives  of  India, 
to  procure  the  hides  of  cattle,  make  a paste  of  the  ground  | 
seeds,  shape  it  into  arrow  points,  and  when  dry  insert  them  ' 
under  the  skin  of  the  animals,  and  cause  their  death  in  a few 
hours.  The  activity  of  the  abrus  appears  to  depend  upon  a 
chemical  substance  or  ferment.  It  contains  no  alkaloid. 
Vennemann  and  Weinemann  thought  they  were  able  to  isolate  i 
this  pepsin-like  ferment. 

Much  difference  of  opinion  exists  also  about  the  real  value 
of  jequirity  in  ophthalmic  practice.  The  writer  believes  that 
this  arises  from  the  fact  that  too  much  has  been  said  in  praise 
of  it  by  some,  which  has  led  to  the  disappointment  of  others 
who  used  the  drug  expecting  impossible  results.  There  can 
hardly  be  a doubt  that  it  is  a remedy  of  great  value,  that  it  is  al- 
most harmless  when  skilfully  used,  and  that  it  will  cure  granular 
lids  which  resist  every  other  treatment.  Troitzky  summarises  i 
his  experience  of  the  drug  in  51  cases  of  trachoma  : — The 
lower  transitory  fold  of  the  conjunctiva  alw.ays  becomes 
smooth  after  jequirity  inflammation ; in  certain  cases  of 
jjannv.i  it  restores  a good  condition  of  the  cornea,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  most  powerful  rcmeclics  for  trachoma."  Shoemaker 
has  used  it  in  lupus,  scrofulous,  syphilitic,  and  indolent  ulcers, 
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chronic  syphilitic  sores,  kc.,  and  reports  favourably  of  it.  He 
used  a paste  made  by  rubbing  up  the  macerated  seeds  with 
four  times  as  much  water. 


Achillea  Millefolium, 

This  member  of  the  comjmsitcB  was  once  very  popular ; re- 
cently Lvoff  has  been  advocating  its  claims  as  a remedy  for 
Imcorrlicca,  especially  in  young  subjects,  when  administered 
as  an  infusion — 3 drs.  to  1 pint. 

It  has  been  found  by  Annenkoff  to  possess  considerable  in- 
fluence over  licemorrlioidal  and  uterine  hsmorrhage,  dysmenor- 
rJicea,  and  leucorrhoea,  and  as  a stimulating  tonic  in  atunic 
dysjJejpsia. 

Chomel  has  found  it  to  be  an  antispasmodic,  and  uses  it  in 
amenorrhoea. 


Acid.  Gynocardic.  (See  Chaulmoogi'a  Oil.) 


Acid.  Hydrofluoricum. 

_ The  concentrated  acid  is  a powerful  caustic,  destroying  the 
tissues  deeply,  and  producing  a firm,  painful,  dry  slough. 

A very  weak  solution  of  hydrofluorie  acid  gas  in  water  (1  in 
600)  has  been  administered  with  considerable  success  in  goitre, 
in  doses  commencing  with  1 scruple  and  gradually  increased 
to  1 dram.  Its  mode  of  action  is  very  uncertain. 

The  fumes  of  the  acid  given  off  by  acting  upon  fluor  spar  in 
a leaden  vessel  with  heated  sulphuric  acid  have  been  inhaled 
in  with  a result  which  merits  further  trial.  The 

acid  so  readily  attacks  glass,  and  its  production  is  so  incon- 
venient in  the  sick  room,  that  it  has  been  very  seldom  used. 


Acid.  Osmic. 

This  acid,  which  has  been  used  in  the  preparation  of  micro- 
scopic specimens,  and  known  as  pcrosmic  acid  or  tetroxidc  of 
osmium,  has  recently  been  found  of  real  value  in  a variety  of 
neurotic  ailments  by  several  very  distinguished  authorities  A 
hypodermic  injection  of  6 minims  of  a freshly  prepared  1 per 
cent,  solution  into  the  tissues  over  the  painful  spots  in  the 
course  of  neuralgic  nerves  has  been  found  to  speedily  cure  the 
disea.se  in  patients  who  had  tried  nearly  every  other  known 
remedy  without  effect.  Bilroth  found  it  to  cure  sciatica  which 
liad  resisted  treatment  for  years,  when  injected  deeply  bc- 
.-ween  the  ischium  and  trochanter.  Oceasionally  it  fails  but 
no  ill  effects  have  ever  been  noticed  from  its  use.  Mohr 
Eulenberg,  and  Eedtenbachcr  have  likewise  found  marked 
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benefit  from  it  in  unpromising  neuralgias  of  various  regions. 
>15  minims  may  be  injected,  but  the  solution  should  be  freshly 
l)reimred.  It  has  been  injected  into  strumous  glands  and 
cancers,  but  with  questionable  results.  Recently  Wildermuth 
has  reported  the  results  of  two  years’  trial  of  the  drug  in  many 
cases  of  intractable  epilepsy.  In  some,  marked  amelioration 
of  the  symptoms  occurred.  He  gave  the  aqueous  solution,  but 
found  better  results  from  -gi,:  gr.  osmate  of  jrotassium  in  piU, 
16  of  which  being  the  maximum  daily  allowance.  No  ill 
effects  were  noticed. 


Acid.  Picricum.  (Trinitro-carbolic  acid). 

A yellow  substance  formed  by  slowly  mixing  carbolic  with  j 
fuming  nitric  acid.  It  is  commonly  known  as  Picric  or  Car- 
bazotic  acid,  and  is  used  as  a yellow  dye.  It  has  been  recently 
introduced  as  a test  for  albumen  in  the  urine,  and  a saturated 
solution  of  the  acid  in  water  is  a most  delicate  test,  throwing 
down  a beautiful  cloud,  even  when  the  albumen  is  in  small 
quantity  ; about  a dram  of  the  saturated  solution  may  be 
poured  gently  into  a test  tube  half  filled  with  urine,  and 
allowed  to  float  upon  the  surface.  It  is  not  necessary  to  add 
any  acid  before  heating  with  this  test,  as  it  acidifies  the  mine 
sufficiently.  It  is  used  also  as  a test  for  sugar  in  the  urine.  ‘ 

Dy  boiling  the  suspected  liquid  with  jiicric  acid  and  caustic 
potash,  if  glucose  be  present  the  yellow  acid  is  converted  into 
the  red  picramate  of  jDotassium,  the  depth  of  colour  indicating 
the  strength  in  sugar.  ""  I 

Recently  the  acid  has  been  tried  in  erysipelas,  apparently  ' 
with  some  advantage.  The  saturated  solution  should  be 
painted  over  the  affected  parts.  Negative  results  have  fol-  | 
lowed  its  administration  as  an  anthelmintic,  antiperiodic,  or 
as  a remedy  for  trichinosis.  ! 


Acid.  Pyrogallicum.  CcH.iOs. 

The  white  feathery  crystals  which  sublime  upon  heating 
gallic  acid.  It  is  a powerful  antiseptic  from  its  affinity  for 
oxygen.  Introduced  by  Jarisch  in  cutaneous  affections,  it  has 
been  found  useful  in  the  form  of  his  ointment  (1  dr.  to  1 oz.  of 
lard)  when  rubbed  into  the  patches  ol  2)soriu.tis.  It  does  not 
cause  irritation  of  the  skiu,  apparently  spending  its  energies 
upon  the  diseased  spots  and  leaving  the  healthy  dermis 
unaltered.  If  applied,  however,  in  concentrated  form,  it  is  a 
jrowerful  local  irritant,  and  has  been  used  to  cause  the  destruc- 
tion of  epithelial  cancers,  chancres,  lupus,  kc.  It  stains  the 
skin  and  hair,  dark. 
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One  grain  in  solution  every  hoiu'  has  been  proved  useful  in 
internal  hannorrliages,  and  has  been  found  not  to  derano-e  the 
stomacli  or  foul  the  tongue.  Pyrogallic  acid  is  a dangerous 
di'ug  in  large  doses,  and  the  daily  dose  should  not  exceed  15 
gi-ains.  Coming  in  contact  with  the  alkaline  blood,  it  is 
changed  into  a toxic  substance.  Alarming  symptoms  have 
followed  the  application  of  the  ointment,  which  should  only 
be  applied  to  limited  surfaces.  Vidal  applies  it  in  powder- 
mixed  with  four  times  as  much  starch,  and  blown  upon 
pliagaclenic  chancres. 


Acid.  Sclerotic,  or  Acid.  Sclerotinic, 

As  mentioned  under  Ergot— page  385— there  are  several 
active  principles  found  in  that  drirg.  This  acid  is  one  of  them ; 
it  is  not,  however,  a pure  substance,  but  consists  mainly  of 
Ergotinic  Acid.  It  is  doubtful  if  it  will  cause  contraction  of 
the_ uterus,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  results  attributed  to  its 
action  have  been  caused  by  other  principles  of  ergot  which 
were  incorporated  with  it,  as  Sphacelinic  Acid. 

Marckwald  believes  it  has  hmmostatic  powers  which  entitle 
it  to  a good  place  in  obstetrical  and  gynecological  practice. 
It  rnay  be  given  hypodermically  in  doses  of  ^ gr.  dissolved  in 
5 minims  of  water  ; the  solution  must  be  fresh.  Better  results 
will  follow  the  use  of  the  B.P.  Ergotin. 


Acid.  Trichloroacetic. 

Filippowitch  has  recently  tested  the  properties  of  this  new 
antiseptic.  It  is  a crystalline  body  soluble  in  water,  and  when 
applied  to  the  skin  acts  as  a caustic.  1 per  cent,  solutions  de- 
stroy nearly  all  forms  of  bacterial  life  without  causing  irri- 
tation of  the  skin,  and  have  been  found  of  great  value  as  a 
diessing  for  mnmds,  -ulcers,  venereal  sores,  erysipelas,  Ac. 

Internally,  2 to  6 gi-s.  of  the  acid  in  dilute  solution  have 
produced  very  satisfactory  results  in  diarrhcea,  gastric  catarrh 
and  careinmna  of  the  stomach.  It  is  highly  recommended  as  a 
preventative  of  cholera. 


Adonis  Vernalis. 

This  ranunculaceous  plant  resembles  digitalis  in  its  action  • 
It  contains  a glucoside—adonidin— which  appears  to  be  idcntil 

hnnrU^  yielded  good  results  in  the 

hands  of  LubnofiP,  though  it  possesses  more  irritant  action 
upon  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

It  has  been  given  in  cardiac  rfriywy,  where  it  has  strengthened 
the  ventricular  contractions,  reduced  the  frequency  and  in- 
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creased  the  strength  of  the  pulse,  and  produced  marked  diuretic 
action.  It  is  doubtless  a remedy  of  great  power,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  will  accomplish  in  failing  compensation  as  good 
results  as  digitalis ; and  Nothnagel  believes  it  should  only  be 
used  where  digitalis  has  been  tried  and  failed.  One  table- 
spoonful of  an  infusion  (j  oz.  to  10  oz.)  should  be  given  every 
three  hours. 


Agaricus  Albus.  (White  or  Purging  Agaric). 

A fungus  in  large,  whitish,  spongy,  friable,  irregular  pieces, 
obtained  from  the  larch. 

In  doses  of  16  grs.  of  the  powder,  or  3 gi’s.  of  the  spirituous 
extract,  or  gr.  agaricine  (a  white  crystalline  powder),  it  has 
a very  decided  action  in  checking  the  night  sweats  of  phthisis 
It  was  formerly  used  as  a purgative,  and  causes  watery  stools 
in  large  doses;  in  small  doses  it  chechs  diarrheea  and  dysentery, 
and  is  useful  in  haimoptysis ; it  diminishes  the  secretion  of  the 
bronchi  and  mammie. 

The  physiological  and  therapeutical  action  of  agaricine  was 
first  realized  by  Murrell,  who  used  it  for  the  night  sweating  of 
phthisis.  Recently  Pribram,  of  Prague,  has  detailed  his  con- 
clusions about  its  action,  as  recorded  in  the  Therapeutic 
Gazette  (May,  1885).  He  finds  that  (1)  agaracine  is  a 
scarcely  ever  failing  remedy  for  the  suppression  of  excessive 
perspiration,  especially  in  phthisical  patients ; (2)  in  the 
physiological  state  agaracine  sustains  perspiration  at  a 
certain  constant  level ; (3)  in  cases  of  suppression  of  copious 
perspiration  by  agaracine,  the  cutaneous  and  pulmonary  dis- 
charges remain  essentially  unaltered  ; (4)  the  urinary  organs 
discharging  the  surplus  of  liquid,  and  the  diminished  thirst 
decreasing  ingestion  of  liquids,  the  hydrostatic  equilibrium  is 
thus  re-established  ’ (5)  moderate  perspiration  yields  to  a 
single  ^-gi'ain  dose,  while  profuse  sweating  requires  repeated 
equal,  or  increasing  doses  for  its  suppression  ; (G)  the  physio- 
logical action  of  the  drug  manifests  itself  five  hours  after  its 
exhibition  ; (7)  there  are  no  undesirable  after-effects  attending 
its  use.  (8)  Agaracine  leads  to  improvement  of  the  subjective 
state  of  phthisical  patients  by  eliminating  a constant  drain  on 
their  flagging  strength,  without,  of  com’se,  altering  the  patho- 
logical tissue  changes  themselves. 


Allium.  (Garlie.)  U.S.P. 

The  volatile  oil — Sulphide  of  Allyl — obtained  from  the  clove 
of  garlic  is  a powerful  expectorant  of  the  stimulating  class, 
and  markedly  increases  the  bronchial  secretion,  and  renders  it 
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less  difficult  in  being  expelled.  Garlic  appears  to  act  like  the 
onion  (see  page  186)  upon  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane 
during  the  process  of  excretion  by  this  channel.  It  is  valuable 
also  as  a rubefacient  in  hronoliitis,  and  is  a certain  anthel- 
mintic, killing  the  round  worm.  It  is  a powerful  antiseptic, 
and  in  the  concentrated  form  will  produce  vesication,  purging, 
and  vomiting.  The  oil  is  not  given  internally,  owing  to  its 
irritant  qualities,  but  the  freshly  expressed  juice  in  30  minim 
doses,  or  a tincture  of  the  bulblets  (1  to  5)  in  dessert-spoonful 
doses,  will  act  as  a valuable  expectorant  and  diuretic  ; ^ oz. 
of  the  syrup  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  most 
agreeable  and  convenient  form  in  which  to  get  the  virtues  of 
this  drug.  It  is  a powerful  antispasmodic  and  carminative, 
and  may  be  given  by  the  rectum. 


Althaea.  (Marsh-Mallow).  U.S.P. 

The  root  of  this  plant  has  been  long  recognised  as  a valuable 
demulcent  and  emollient,  and  enjoys  great  popularity  in 
IroncMtis  and  catarrhs,  or,  made  into  a fomentation  (4  oz.  of  the 
dried  herb  to  1 pint),  it  has  been  used  to  prevent  suppuration 
and  to  relieve  pain  and  tension  in  the  inflamed  mammary  aland 
and  in  various  acute  joint  affections.  An  ointment  made  by 
boding  the  chopped  leaves  in  lard  (1  to  1)  and  strainino'  has 
been  in  use  for  a variety  of  skin  affections.  Recently  Dr 
Berry  has  found  this  ointment  to  cure  an  intractable  case 
ot  palmar  psoriasis. 


Althem  is  a crystalline  body  identical  with  Asparaqin,  and 
may  be  obtained  from  the  root  of  marsh-mallow  and  aspara- 
gus. It  possesses  diuretic  qualities,  and  is,  in  medicinal  doses 
(w  grams  dissolved  m 4 drams  of  water)  a remedy  in  cardiac 

Sh^irthm-  ufak 


Alum  Ammonio-Ferric.  (Iron  Alum).  U.S.P. 

This  pale  violet-coloured  salt  is  an  ammonia  iron-alum  in 
which  ferric  oxide  replaces  oxide  of  aluminium. 

It  possesses  stronger  astringent  properties  than  ordinary 
alum  IS  more  soluble  and  less  irritating  in  small  doses  anil 
may  be  used  where  an  unstimulating  iron  salt  is  indicated 
with  a good  astringent.  It  is  in  lucmorrliaqe  from  the  hidnevs 
and  especially  in  intermittent  Iwmaturia,  that  its  virtues  have 
been  found  to  surpass  those  of  other  astringents  ■ 5 to  10  ml 
given  4 times  a day  will  be  found  to  materially  din  hiish  the 
albumen  in  Bright's  disease  1 dr.  to  8 oz.  water  makes  n 
astringent  gargle  in  relaxed  and  inflamed  condiUons ‘ofiSo 
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Amaranthus  Spinosa. 

A shi’ub  of  India.  The  fresh  root  has  been  found  by  Deb  to 
act  as  a mild  diuretic  and  specific  in  fjonovrhaa,  in  which 
disease  it  effects  a speedy  cure.  As  many  as  5 or  0 roots  may 
be  daily  chewed.  The  taste  is  not  disagi’eeable.  Shortlj^  after 
administration  painful  erections,  micturition,  and  discharge 
cease.  Externally  the  powder  has  been  applied  to  eczema 
with,  success.  It  is  also  laxative  in  doses  of  the  weight  of  a 
rupee,  to  be  chewed  daily. 


Anacardium.  (Cashew  Nut). 

The  oily  liquid  obtained  from  the  pericarp  of  this  nut  has 
been  held  to  be  a cure  for  leprosy.  Martindale  states  that  it 
contains  90  per  cent,  of  anacarclic  acid.  Internally  it  has 
been  given  as  an  anthelmintic,  but  it  is  chiefly  used  as  an 
external  application  to  ringivorm  and  leprous  ulcerations.  It 
has  been  seldom  employed  in  this  country. 


Antipyrin.  ( Dimethyloxychinicine.) 

An  alkaloid  discovered  by  Knorr  and  prepared  synthetically, 
is  a white  powder,  with  a not  unpleasant  taste,  soluble  in  half 
its  weight  of  warm  water.  It  belongs  to  the  group  of  chinolin 
derivatives.  Though  only  recently  introduced,  this  remedy 
has  been  administered  very  many  thousands  of  times,  and  al- 
ready enough  has  been  seen  to  prove  that  it  possesses  anti- 
pyretic virtues  which  place  it  above  every  drug  hitherto  used 
for  the  reduction  of  fever  heat. 

Its  mode  of  action  still  remains  to  be  demonstrated,  and  its 
utility  in  curing  the  diseases,  in  which  it  has  successfully  re- 
duced the  temperature  is  yet  to  be  proved. 

It  should  be  given  in  doses  of  30  grains  every  hour  for  two 
or  three  hours,  and  Filehene,  who  fii’st  investigated  its  action, 
found  that  the  temperature  falls  gradually,  often  without 
sweating,  and  reaches  its  limits  in  3 or  4 hours.  It  remains 
low  for  7 or  8 hours  and  may  not  rise  for  20  hours.  The  rise 
is  not  generally  ushered  in  with  shivering,  as  after  Kairin. 
The  pulse  falls,  but  the  respirations  are  not  materially  altered, 
while  blood  pressure  is  slightly  increased.  Before  the  tem- 
perature falls,  dilatation  of  the  cutaneous  vessels  has  been  ob- 
served. These  observations  have  been  verified  by  Guttman, 
Bicrmer,  llanke,  and  a great  many  others.  It  has  been  given 
in  nearly  every  disease  where  a high  temperature  has  been 
reached.  Perhaps  its  best  results  have  been  seen  in  typhus 
and  ty2>hoid,  2)hthisis,  erysipelas,  .and  rheumatism.  It  docs 
not  generally  afford  as  great  s.atisfaction  in  and 
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2Jlevritis.  The  observations  of  Argutinsky,  Penzokit,  Sartorins, 
and  others  show  that  it  is  especially  valuable  in  the  treatment 
of  the  febrile  diseases  of  children— one  dccigi-amme  (1|-  grs.) 
being  given  for  each  year  of  the  child’s  age  for  three  successive 
hourly  doses,  dissolved  in  half  an  ounce  of  sweetened  pepjDcr- 
mint  water.  For  an  adult  3 times  the  ordinary  dose  may  be 
given  by  the  rectum,  or  one  ordinary  dose  (30  grs.)  di.ssolved 
in  half  its  weight  of  warm  water  may  be  injected  hypod cnn i n- 
ally,  or  two  half  doses  may  be  similarly  injected  with  an 
interval  of  1 hour.  A fall  of  3 to  5 degrees  is  a constant 
result,  and  even  of  12  degrees  has  been  recorded.  Vomiting 
occasionally  remits;  the  mine  is  not  darkened  as  after 
Kahili  ; sometimes  profuse  sweating  occurs,  which  Von 
Noorden  found  could  be  always  prevented  by  a .small  dose  of 
atropine  or  agaracine  given  before  the  administration  without 
interfering  in  any  way  with  the  antipyretic  effect  of  the  druo-. 
No  serious  result  has  followed  the  administration  of  antipyiin- 
in  a few  cases  slight  collapse  was  noticed.  Mingazzini  has 
recently  found  that  kairin  and  antipyrin  could  be  well  admin- 
istered together  the  mixed  drugs  producing  a much  more 
marked  fall  of  temperatm-e  than  an  equal  quantity  of  either 
di-iig  given  separately,  and  the  fall  lasted  longer. 

temperature  should  be  taken  very  frequently,  as  the 
third  dose,  and  occasionally  the  second  dose,  may  not  be 
necessary.  As  a rule  75  grs.  will  be  sufficient  for  one  day’s 
allowance,  but  m typhoid  fever  double  this  amount  and  more 
has  been  given  without  inconvenience.  A peculiar  exanthem- 
atous or  measley  eruption  has  been  the  only  untoward  effect 
noticed  besides  the  occasional  vomiting ; this  latter  is  obviated 
y hypodermic  administration.  The  drug  is  excreted  bv  the 
urine.  Jaciib^cy  found  that  sometimes  "cough  and  dyspnoea 

its  use.  The  results  of  thi  obser- 
vations of  the  innumerable  physicians  who  have  been  tryino- 

antipyrin  all  go  to  show  that  it  is  a remedy  of  immense  value'’ 
and  almost  free  from  danger.  immense  i aiue, 


Apiol.  (From  apiol  petToselinum). 

A green  oily  liquid,  the  active  principle  of  common  parsley 
It  IS  a powerful  diuretic  ; in  large  doses  (1  dram)  it  produces 
effects  like  quinine,  ringing  in  the  ears,  headache,  and  vertio-o 
It  was  formerly  used  as  an  antipyretic.  It  has  feeble  anti’ 
penodic  powers,  and  is  chiefly  recommended  in  dymorvh^ 
and  amonorrhma,  given  immediately  before  the  expected  men 
strual  period  111  capsules  containing  3-5  minims.^  Its  use  is 
indicated  111  the  cla.ss  of  cases  said  to  be  benclited  by  perman- 
ganate of  potassium,  i.c.,  those,  where  without  anyobvSSg 
II  2 
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reason  the  menstrual  discharge  disappears  for  one,  two,  or  tliree 
times. 


Arbutin. 


The  active  principle  of  XTva  Ursi  is  a glucoside  introduced 
into  medicine  by  Lewin.  It  is  a remedy  of  considerable  value, 
and  should  entirely  replace  the  leaves  from  which  it  is  obtained. 
The  results  of  Lewin’s  experimental  researches  ai'e  published 
in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette,  September,  1883.  He  found  that 
Arbutin  when  introduced  into  the  system  hypodermically  or 
by  the  mouth  was  split  up— Hydrochinon  appearing  in  the 
urine,  which  becomes  brown  or  olive  green  on  exposure. 
Arbutin  is  not  poisonous ; the  hydrochinon  into  which  it  de- 
composes is  a powerful  antiseptic  and  autiferment,  even  in  1 
per  cent,  solutions.  It  exerts  its  therapeutic  action  in  passing 
out  of  the  system  while  the  urine  is  collecting  in  the  bladder. 
It  has  been  proved  to  be  of  great  benefit  in  chronic  cj/stihs 
and  vesiccil  cdtavvli  civisi)ig  fvo))i  obstvuctlon,  ^-c.,  and  in  snp- 
miratim  conditions  of  any  part  of  the  urinary  tract.  It  may 
be  given  in  the  form  of  powder  in  15  to  20  gr.  doses,  to  be  taken 
in  water,  or  half  this  quantity  may  be  given  hypodermically. 
Lewin’s  researches  prove  that  if  any  benefits  are  to  be  obtained 
from  Uva  Ursi  leaves  they  must  be  given  in  much  larger  doses 

1 oz.  made  into  an  infusion — and  the  tannin  contained  in 

the  infusion  should  be  removed  by  agitating  it  with  powdered 
vegetable  charcoal. 


Asclepias  Incarnata.  (White  Indian  Hemp.) 

Dr  H Frazer  has  found  that  in  some  cases  where  other  well 
known  diuretics  had  failed  to  give  relief  in  and  cardmo 

dropsy  t)xc.  liquid  extract  of  this  plant  acted  efficiently.  It 
appears  to  possess  the  important  advantage  over  squill,  digi- 
talis, broom,  and  other  diuretics  in  not  causing  vomiting  or 
gastric  disturbance,  and  in  not  interfering  with  the  bowels 
It  acts  upon  the  heart,  strengthening  its  beats  as  digitalis  does. 
Dose  of  the  fluid  extract  (1  in  1)  | to  1 tb-am  four  times  a day. 


Asclepias  Tuberosa,  (Pleurisy  Hoot.)  U.S.P. 

Is  allied  to  the  previous  remedy.  It  produces  in  dram  doses 
of  the  powdered  root,  diuretic  effects,  and  is  a good  expecto- 
rant. In  larger  doses  it  is  an  active  cathartic  and  emetic. 


Aseptol  or  Sulpho-Carbol  (Acid.  Orthoxyphcnyl  Sulph.) 

In  the  Medical  Itecord  ot  August,  1885,  the  conclusions  of 
Annessens,  of  Antwerp,  are  recorded  upon  this  substance. 
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After  considerable  experience  of  its  virtues,  he  reports : — 
(1)  Aseptol,  differing  from  salicylic  and  carbolic  acid,  in 
every  proportion  readily  dissolves  in  water,  alcohol,  and  gly- 
cerine ; (2)  it  is  more  acid,  but  at  the  same  time  less  caustic, 
than  carbolic  acid  ; (3)  it  clii’ectly  combines  with  bases,  which 
salicylic  and  carbolic  acid  will  never  do  ; (I)  it  is  perfectly 
harmless  in  use— consequently,  not  likely  to  cause  accidents, 
like  salicylic,  carbolic,  and  boracic  acid ; (6)  its  antiferment- 
ing, antiputrid,  and  disinfectant  properties  are  more  energetic 
than  those  of  salicylic  and  carbolic  acid ; (6)  aseptol  will  ad- 
vantageously replace  carbolic  acid  as  a prophylactic  and  dis- 
infectant in  times  of  epidemics,  and  as  a curative  remedy 
wherever  carbolic  acid  is  employed  for  hygienic  purposes,  and 
in  medical,  surgical,  and  obstetrical  practice  ; (7)  aseptol,  for 
these  properties,  highly  recommends  itself  to  the  use  of  public 
and  private  promoters  of  hygiene  and  salubrity. 

Asparagin.  (See  under  Althma,  page  603.) 


Aspidospermine. 

Is  an  active  principle  of  Quebracho  Bark,  which  has  been 
used  in  cardiac  asthma  and  dyspncea  of  various  kinds.  It  is  a 
powerful  drug,  but  must  be  used  with  caution.  Harnack  and 
Hoffmann  recently  appear  to  have  exhausted  the  subiect  of 
quebracho  bark.  They  found  it  to  contain  six  alkaloids,  four 
of  which  are  crystalline;  the  most  active  of  these  is  quebra- 
chme  and  the  least  active  is  aspidospermine.  The  asmVinano,.. 
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Auri  et  Sodii  Chlor.  (Chloride  of  Gold  and  Sodium.)  E.S.P. 

An  orange-yellow  deliquescent  powder,  which  has  been  found 
to  give  results  in  various  nervous  diseases  superior  to  the  salts 
of  silver.  Small  doses  gr.)  increase  the  appetite  and  pro- 
mote constructive  metamorphosis  ; larger  doses,  according  to 
Bartholow,  increase  waste— the  tissue  yielding  most  readily 
being  the  connective,  especially  that  of  pathological  forma- 
tion— hence  its  usefulness  in  sclerosis,  and  he  affirms  it  has 
cured  2^oster%ov  sjpincil  sclerosis  and  interstitial  nejjliritis, 
Kesults  which  appear  to  warrant  confidence  in  this  di'ug  have 
been  obtained  in  Itystero-ejiilejisy,  sexual  debility,  nerve  dis- 
eases characterised  by  spasm,  as  laryngismus,^  asthma,  chorea. 
See.,  and  in  various  ovarian  and  uterine  affections.  Dose,  ^ to 
gr.,  in  pill  or  dissolved  in  water,  twice  daily. 

Azedarach.  U.S.P. 

The  bark  of  the  root  of  Melia  azedarach  is  used  as  an 
anthelmintic  to  destroy  ascarides  lumbricoides.  1 oz.  is 
boiled  in  10  oz.  of  water  to  half  its  ori^al  bulk,  and  of  this 
J oz.  is  given  every  2 hours  till  purging  occurs.  There  are 
much  more  effectual,  pleasant,  and  safe  vermifuges. 


Baptisin  (Baptisia  Tinctoria.) 

(One  of  the  eclectic  remedies),  is  obtained  fi-om  the  wild 
indigo.  In  the  form  of  powder— 1-5  grs.  in  pill— it  has  been 
found  to  cause  vomiting  and  purging.  “ It  is  an  hepatic  and 
intestinal  stimidant  of  considerable  power.  ’ Has  been  useful 
in  auienorrhaia,  and  in  low  tygihoid  states,  and  as  a local 
stimulating  alterative  to  fetid  gangrenous  sores. 


Basham’s  Mixture.  (Mist.  Ferri  et  Amm.  Acet.)  U.S.P. 

Tincture  of  Chloride  of  Iron  2 parts,  Diluted  Acetic  -^cid  3 
narts  Solution  of  Acetate  of  Ammonium  20  parts,  Elixir  of 
Orano-e  10  parts,  Syimp  15  parts,  and  water  60  paids.  A 
valuable  method  by  which  the  diuretic  and  astringent  quali- 
ties of  iron  may  be  obtained.  Dose — One  tablespoonful  thrice 

daily.  , n tt  o t. 

Benzin.  (Petroleum  Ether.)  U.S.l. 

A transparent  colourless  diffusible  liquid  distilled  from 
American  petroleum.  It  has  been  used  in  30  iniii.  doses  as  an 
anthelmintie  for  tape  worm,  and  as  a remedy  when  mixed  with 
lard  or  oil  for  the  itching  of  painful  shin  afectwns. 


Berberis  Aquifolium.  (Holl3'-leavcd  Barberry.) 

The  root  of  this  plant  has  been  extensively  tried  in  America 
made  into  a tincture  (1  to  6).  It  is  said  to  be  a povcrlu 
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alterative  and  tonic  in  20  minim  doses,  and  has  been  found 
useful  in  the  various  forms  of  syjiMlis  and  struma. 


Bile  Salts.  (Taurocholate  and  Glycocholate  of  Sodium.) 

These  salts  extracted  from  ox-bile  have  been  used  with 
success  by  Granville  in  gouty  olesity  and  dyspepsia.  In 
patients  with  inherited  gout  and  a tendency  to  accumulation 
and  deposition  of  fat  in  the  omentum  and  elsewhere,  coupled 
with  a deficiency  of  production  and  maintenance  of  heat,  pills 
containing  I grains  of  the  mixed  salts  rendered  the  stools 
characteristically  rich  in  bile,  without  purging.  The  food  was 
readily  digested,  and  the  accumulation  of  "fat  seemed  to  melt 
slowly  away,  being  burned  ofl:  as  nutritive  fuel  in  the  system. 

They  appear  to  be  a decided  improvement  upon  the  official 
Fel  Bovinum  Purificatum. 


Bog-bean  or  Bogbane.  (Menyanthes  trifoliata.) 

Drs.  Write  and  Pollock  have  drawn  attention  to  this  plant 
as  a valuable  remedy  lor  functional  amenorrliwa.  It  is  lai-gely 
used  as  a domestic  remedy  for  various  ailments  by  the  peasants 
of  the  North  of  Ireland.  Dose — 2 drs.  of  the  leaves  in  infusion, 
or  i oz.  of  Martindale’s  liquid  extract. 


Boldoa  Fragrans. 

The  leaves  of  the  boldo  tree,  a native  of  Chili,  are  used  as 
substitutes  for  quinine.  Dose — 10-20  minims  of  a tincture  (1 
to  8)  in  dysjjepsia,  atony  of  the  Madder,  and  rheumatism. 


Boroglyceride. 

By  heating  together  40  parts  of  glycerine  with  32  parts  of 
boracic  acid  till  the  product  ceases  to  lose  weight,  a semi-solid 
glacial  substance  is  formed  which  has  been  patented  under  the 
narne  of  “ Boroglyceride.”  Some  of  its  food-preservino-  and 
antiseptic  properties  arc  mentioned  under  Acid.  Boric  tpao-c 
301).  Valuable  results  have  followed  its  use  as  an  emollient 
application  to  eczema  and  many  skin  aft'ections.  Becenlly  in 
addition  to  its  being  extensively  used  as  an  antiseptic' and 
surgical  dressing,  it  has  been  mixed  with  an  equal  weight  of 
glycerine,  when  it  forms  a honey-like  liquid,  which  makes  an 
elegmnt  base  With  .alkaloids,  iodine,  iodoform,  carbolic  acid,  &c 
lurnbull  finds  a 50  per  cent,  solution  a satisfactory  remedv 
tor  fmeVyu/w,  .and  many  conjunctival  affection.^,  brus'lied  ovc'i- 
the  everted  lids  or  dropped  into  the  eye  twice  daily. 
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Bromal  Hydras.  (Hydi-ate  of  Bromal.) 

Is  an  oily  looking  substance  prepared  like  chloral  hydrate  by 
replacing  the  chlorine  with  bromine  vapour.  It  is  much  more 
irritating  than  chloral,  and  more  decidedly  narcotic.  It  has  a 
more  dangerous  depressing  effect  upon  the  heart,  and  causes 
great  excitement  before  sleep  supervenes.  It  should  be  used 
with  caution.  It  has  been  recommended  in  ejjilcpsy,  but  in 
safe  doses  it  is  useless.  5 grains  is  a full  dose.  Sometimes  it 
relieves  pain  and  produces  sleep  w'hen  other  narcotics  have 
failed. 

Bromoform  has  been  used  as  a general  anjesthetic  by 
Horroch,  who  has  administered  it  to  animals  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  anaesthesia  is  of  long  duration  and  not  followed 
by  any  unpleasant  after  effects,  especially  vomiting.  It  causes, 
however,  great  irritation  of  the  conjunctiva  and  respiratoiy 
passages,  and  is  equally  annoying  to  the  administrator. 


Brucia.  (Brucine.)  j 

An  alkaloid  in  small  wdiitish,  bitter,  acicular  crystals,  ob-  | 

tained  from  nux  vomica.  In  physiological  and  therapeutic  ' 

action  it  closely  resembles  strychnine  (only  it  is  considerably 
weaker,  and  is  eliminated  with  much  greater  rapidity).  It  in- 
creases very  markedly  the  reflex  activity  of  the  spinal  centres; 
see  nux  vomica  in  the  Therapeutic  section  of  this  work.  It 
has  been  recommended  in  cyrilepsy.,  in  doses  beginning  with  4a 
grain,  gradually  increased  to  A grain  in  solution  in  water  and 
a little  spirit. 

Bryonia.  (Bryony.)  U.S.P. 

The  fresh  and  dried  roots  of  Bryonia  alia  and  Bryonia  I 
diuUa  are  used  in  medicine.  The  United  States  Phannacoposia 
orders  the  recently  dried  root  (2  oz.  to  1 pint.)  It  is  a hydm-  i 

gogue  cathartic  of  considerable  power,  acting  somewhat  like  I 

jalap,  and  is  given  in  droyysies.  Bryonin,  a bitter  principle 
contained  in  it,  appears  to  act  as  a tonic  not  unlike  quassia, 
i oz.  of  the  tincture  is  a full  dose. 

Calcii  PentasulpMdi  Liquor. 

This  liquid  is  mentioned  under  Sulphur — page  48(1.  It  is  not  ' 
oflicial,  and  hence  is  referred  to  here.  It  is  by  far  the  best 
remedy  for  itch,  which  it  cures  rapidly  and  completely.  The 
writer  has  used  it  in  numerous  cases  with  unqualified  success, 
and  has  bceii  enabled  to  stamp  out  this  troublesome  disease  in 
a large  school  in  one  day.  It  has  onlj'  to  be  brirshed  over  the 
skin  or  well  soaked  in  witli  a sponge,  and  allowed  to  dry  of 
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itself.  The  entii-e  body  may  be  so  treated  at  bed-time  and  the 
patient  put  to  bed,  when  the  superfluous  sulphm’etted  hydrogen 
will  disinfect  Avithout  soiling  the  bed  clothes,  or  Avearing 
garments. 

Camphora  Monobramata  CioHisBrO.  (Brominated, 
Monobromated,  or  Bromide  of  Camphor.) 

A crystalline  solid,  or  in  long  acicular  crystals  in  which 
bromine  replaces  an  atom  of  the  hydrogen  of  camphor.  In 
large  doses  it  produces  great  muscular  prostration,  convulsions, 
reduction  of  temperature  and  pulse,  sloAving  of  the  respira- 
tion, coma,  and  death.  In  medicinal  doses  (5  to  10  gi’s.)  it 
has  been  used  in  delirium  tremens,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  chorea, 
neuralgia,  pertussis,  and  asthma;  not  with  sufficiently  good 
results  to  warrant  its  use  when  other  known  available  remedies 
are  at  hand.  It  is  a hypnotic  of  no  mean  power.  The  draw- 
backs to  its  use  are  its  irritative  effect  upon  the  stomach  and 
the  local  irritation  following  after  hyiAodermic  injection. 

It  is  best  given  in  the  form  of  pill,  5 grs.  with  1 gr.  Canada 
Balsam. 


Camphora  Carbolata. 

An  oily  liquid,  prepared  by  mixing  1 part  of  carbolic  acid 
and  1 of  alcohol,  and  adding  parts  of  camphor.  A mixture 
of  this  AAuth  olive  oil  has  been  used  successfully  as  a non- 
in'itating  antiseptic  dressing  for  wounds. 


Cannabin  Tannas.  (Tannate  of  Cannabine.) 

A yelloAvish  powder  obtained  from  Indian  hemp,  and  free 
from  the  poisonous  volatile  oils.  It  has  been  used  in  cases 
AA'-hcre  Indian  hemp  was  indicated,  but  it  is  uncertain  and 
inconstant  in  its  action.  Dr.  Fronmiiller  has  found  it  “a 
useful  hypnotic,  poAverful  Avithout  being  dangerous,  and  one 
Avhich  does  not  disturb  the  secretions  or  leave  unpleasant  toxic 
after  effects  if  given  in  proper  dose.”  Dose,  5 gr-s.  in  pill ; for 
insomnia  it  may  be  increased  to  10  or  20  grs. 

Occasionally,  good  results  have  followed  its  administration  in 
acute  mania.  Wood  has  recently  experimented  Avith  a sample 
of  this  drug  supplied  by  Merk ; he  gave  it  in  20  gr.  doses, 
Avhich  only  i)roduccd  slight  droAvsincss. 

Cannabinon. 

Another  alkaloid  obtained  from  Indian  hemp  has  been 
recently  tried  by  Richter  and  others  ; though  much  more 
certain  and  poAA'crful  than  the  previous  drug,  it,  too,  occasion- 
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ally  fails  completely.  Its  use  is  indicated  in  mania,  hysteria, 
and  sleeplessness  of  various  kinds.  Dose,  to  5 grains. 

Cannabinum  Apocynum  (Apocynum  U.S.P.) 

The  root  of  American  Indian  hemp  or  Canadian  hemp  is  in 
small  doses  a laxative,  in  larger  doses  a cathartic  of  the  hydra- 
gogue  class,  and  in  larger  doses  a powerful  emetic.  It  exerts 
an  action  upon  the  heart  like  digitalis,  and  is  a reliable  diu- 
retic if  the  proper  idose  be  administered.  It  is  given  with 
advantage  in  drojisies  of  cardiac  and  renal  origin.  Dose  of  a 
decoction  (1  to  40)  1 to  2 oz.,  or  of  a tincture  (2  oz.  to  1 pint) 
10  to  GO  minims,  or  of  the  active  principle — ajDOCjmin — as  an 
expectorant,  ^ to  | gr. 


Cantharidin. 

The  active  principle  of  cantharides  is  highly  recommended 
as  a means  of  using  the  drug  for  external  use.  It  occurs  in 
flat,  glistening  crystals  ; and  Dietrich  advocates  the  abandon- 
ment of  all  other  preparations  of  cantharides  for  solutions  of 
various  strengths  in  formic  acid,  turpentine,  oils,  collodion, 
lard,  &c.  1 in  300,  or  about  1 gr.  in  6 drams,  will  cause  vesi- 

cation. It  is  a terrible  poison,  and  should  never  be  given  in- 
ternally. 


Carbon  Disulphide.  U.S.P. 

A solution  of  the  strength  of  4 minims  in  1 pint  of  water  of 
the  bisulphide  of  carbon  is  a powerful  antiseptic,  destroying 
all  bacterial  life.  It  has  been  found  useful  as  a dressing  to 
fold  sores,  and  as  a spray  in  diphtheria,  and  an  inhalation  in 
cholera  and  typhoid  fever  when  given  internally  at  the  same 
time.  Considerable  interest  has  been  excited  by  the  belief  of 
some  who  think  that  exposure  to  the  fumes  of  the  liquid  causes 
sexual  paralysis  in  the  workers  in  factories  where  the  carbon 
bisulphide  is  made.  Ckiandi-Bey,  after  20  years’  experience 
amongst  workers  in  factories  where  the  liquid  is  used,  never 
saw  a case.  When  the  vapour  is  inhaled  it  produces  anipsthe- 
sia,  like  chloroform,  only  the  insensibility  is  shorter.  Ex- 
ternally, the  liquid  is  a painful  irritant,  and  has  been  used  as 
a counter  irritant  in  scrofulous  adenitis.  The  spray  produces 
local  amesthesia  like  ether. 


Carbonis  Detergens  Liquor. 

Under  the  above  name,  a concentrated  alcoholic  solution  of 
coal  tar  is  well  knoum  and  frcquentl_y  prescribed.  It  contains  all 
the  active  principles  of  tar,  and  a&rds  by  far  the  best  means 
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of  obtaining  the  virtues  of  tar  in  skin  diseases.  Under  Fix, 
page  410,  the  uses  of  that  drug  are  mentioned  in  eczema,  espe- 
cially the  scaly  variety,  ymoriasls,  &c.  This  liquor  will  give 
much  better  results,  and  the  writer  has  found  it  to  act  with 
surprising  power  upon  inveterate  eczema.  Hutchinson  recom- 
mends a lotion  of  1 oz.  Liq.  Plumbi  Subacet.  and  7 oz.  Liq. 
Cai'b.  Deterg.  A teaspoonful  mixed  with  10  oz.  water,  as  a 
lotion,  to  be  applied  on  lint  to  the  parts  at  night,  and  covered 
with  oRed  silk,  and  the  follo\viug  ointment  to  be  used  in  the 
day  time.  The  liquor  upon  being  added  to  water  makes  an 
emulsion,  which  is  a powerful  antiseptic,  and  can  be  used  for 
all  the  various  purposes  to  which  tar  is  applied,  viz.,  lotions 
for  foul  wounds,  yutrid  sore  throat,  or  taken  internally  in 
bronchial  affections,  winter  cough,  lueinorrhoids,  &c. 


Carbonis  Tetrachloridum. 


The  vapour  of  this  colourless  mobile  liquid  will  produce 
general  anesthesia,  like  chloroform,  but  its  effects  are  very 
transitory,  and  it  is  seldom  used  except  to  relieve  local  pain 
and  discomfort,  as  in  hay  fever,  asthma,  tic,  kc.,  when  the 
vapour  may  be  inhaled  with  benefit.  When  airplied  over  the 
seat  of  neuralgic  nerves  and  pained  joints  it  gives  relief 
sjieedily.  It  is  seldom  given  internally. 

Carduus  Mariae.  (Silybum  Marianum.)  (Lady's  Thistle.) 

An  old  remedy  revived  by  Lesenevich,  who  found  it  very 
efficacious  for  hcemoptysis  in  16  or  20  minim  doses  of  the 
tincture  of  the  seeds,  in  water  every  two  hours.  Recently  Dr. 
Krasnikoff  has  obtained  very  satisfactory  results  with  this 
remedy  in  hcemoptysis  where  digitalis  and  ergot  had  previously 
been  given  and  failed. 


Carlsbad  Salt. 

According  to  the  researches  of  llarnack,  tliis  salt  owes  its 
therapeutic  virtues  entirely  to  the  chloride,  sulphate,  and  bicar- 
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bonate  of  sodium  in  its  composition,  and  he  accordingly  gives 
the  following  form  for  its  artificial  preparation  : — 

Sodium  Sulphate  100  parts. 

Sodium  Bicarbonate 80  parts. 

Sodium  Chloride 40  parts. 

Its  action  can  be  readily  anticipated  by  a survey  of  its  com- 
position ; it  has  been  highly  appreciated  as  a mild  saline  pm-- 
gative  in  dessert-spoonful  doses,  dissolved  in  a tumblerful  of 
water,  in  constfiation  associated  with  diseases  of  the  hidneys 
and  liver,  and  in  gout,  rheumatism,  &c. 


Cascara  Amarga.  (Honduras  Bark.) 

The  bark  of  a Mexican  tree  of  the  order  Simai’uhaceae.  It 
has  been  largely  used  in  America  as  a remedy  in  sygjhilis  and 
as  an  alterative  in  various  chronio  shin  affections.  Its  advo- 
cates agree  about  its  uselessness  unless  tobacco  and  alcohol  be 
abstained  from.  Dose — ^ dram  of  the  fluid  extract  representing 
an  equal  weight  of  the  bark. 


Casca  Bark  (Erythrophloeum  Guinense),  or  Sassy  Bark. 

Has  been  made  the  subject  of  a series  of  able  experiments 
by  Brunton  and  Pye.  It  closely  resembles  digitalis  in  its 
physiological  effects.  The  dose  is  10  minims  of  Dr.  Brunton's 
tincture  (2  oz.  of  the  bark  to  1 pint  of  rectified  spirit). 

Dr.  Sansom  has  employed  the  tincture  substitutively  for 
digitalis  in  a considerable  number  of  cases,  but  was  unable 
to  convince  himself  that  it  has  any  more  beneficial  effect  in 
mitral  disease.  Brunton  has  found  it  useful  in  dilated  heart 
mithout  valvular  disease,  in  mitral  disease,  and  in  drojmy. 

The  powder  causes  violent  sneezing  when  inhaled,  and  Hart- 
nack  thinks  the  alkaloid  acts  like  a combination  of  digitalin 
and  picrotoxin.  It  disturbs  the  digestion  more  readily  than 
digitalis.  The  student  should  not  confound  this  drug  with 
Cascara  Sagi'ada  Bark. 


Caulophyllin. 

An  eclectic  remedy  prepared  from  the  root  of  Caidoph ylhnn 
thalietroides  (U.S.P.),  blue  cohosh,  or  squaw  root.  It  is  a 
brownish  powder,  best  given  in  form  of  pill,  1 — 4 grains,_and 
is  recommended  as  a diuretic,  emmeuagogue  and  parturient. 
It  has  been  given  with  some  success  as  an  anthelmintic. 


Cedron.  (Simaba  Cedron.) 

The  seeds  of  this  tree  have  been  long  employed  by  the 
natives  of  New  Granada  as  a febrifuge  and  antidote  to  bites  of 
venemous  animals.  Is  contains  a bitter  principle  which  appears 
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to  have  antiperiodic  powers  like  quinine  without  its  ill  effects. 
The  powdered  seeds  in  5 grain  doses  have  been  given  in  agiu-^ 
dysentery,  cholera,  and  facial  neuralgia,  and  have  recently 
been  employed  in  gout.  In  small  doses  cedron  is  a tonic  acting 
like  the  pure  vegetable  bitters,  and  is  of  use  in  atonic  dyspepsia. 


Chaulmoogra  Oil. 

The  solid  yellowish  oil  expressed  from  the  seeds  of  Gyno- 
cardia  odorata.  Its  active  principle,  Gynocardic  acid,  is  the 
most  convenient  form  for  the  administration  or  use  of  this  drug. 
The  oil  has  been  used  in  India,  and  lately  with  some  success  in 
this  country,  as  an  external  application  with  friction  to  the 
chest  and  abdomen  in  g^hthisis,  tabes  me.senterica,  and  struma. 
It  has  been  also  tried  in  a similar  manner  rubbed  into  the  skin 
over  joints  the  seat  of  chronic  rheumatism  and  rheumatic 
arthritis;  also  with  some  advantage  in  very  chronic  eczema, 
leprosy,  lupus,  psoriasis.  The  oil  is  so  nauseous  and  bulky 
that  its  internal  administration  should  be  seldom  used  when 
Gynocardic  acid  is  at  hand. 


Checker!, 

The  leaves  of  Myrtus  Chechen  contain  a volatile  oil  and  a 
volatile  alkaloid  combined  with  an  organic  acid.  They  have 
been  found  by  Murrell,  Dessauer,  Holmes,  and  others  to 
possess  valuable  expectorant  qualities.  Tangeman  has  used 
the  fluid  extract  (1  to  1),  and  finds  that  in  its  elimination  by 
the  bronchial  and  renal  surfaces  decided  diuretic  and  expec- 
torant action  occurs.  The  actual  contact  alters  the  relaxed 
conditions  of  the  vessels,  and  hence  of  the  mucous  membranes. 
He  compares  the  action  of  checken  to  that  of  eucalyptus.  He 
found  in  chronic  catarrhs  that  it  gave  tone  to  the  relaxed 
mucous  membrane  and  made  the  breathing  freer,  especially  in 
the  case  of  old  people.  He  gave  J to  1 dram  of  the  fluid 
extract  every  4 hours.  It  has  been  used  in  digghtheria, 
laryngitis,  dysentery,  and  in  catarrhal  conditions  of  the 
bladder. 


Chian  Turpentine. 

This  substance,  about  which  so  much  has  been  written, 
is  the  semi-solid  oleo-resin,  obtained  by  puncturing  the 
trunk  of  Fistacia  Terebinthus.  It  mainly  derives  its  interest 
from  the  reports  of  its  marvellous  powers  in  the  treatment 
of  cancer  of  the  uterus  by  Dr.  Clay.  The  elaborate  and 
closely  watched  trials  of  its  use  have  resulted  in  the  general 
belief  in  its  absolute  powerlessness  over  this  terrible  malady  ; 


516 


NON-OFFICIAL  REMEDIES. 


but  it  has  been  almost  as  clearly  proven  that  it  exerts  some 
slight  anodyne  action  which,  by  relieving  pain,  improves  to 
sorne  little  extent  the  condition  of  the  sufferers  under  the 
various  forms  of  cancer.  The  spurious  imitations  of  the  drug, 
manufactured  to  meet  the  sudden  demand  upon  it,  have  been 
generally  wholly  inert.  Already  the  drug  appears  to  be  rapidly 
falling  into  the  obscurity  from  which  it  so  suddenly  and  un- 
deservedly has  been  called. 

It  may  be  given  in  pills,  3 grs.  of  the  turpentine  combined 
with  2 of  sulphur,  6 times  a day. 

Chinolinum.  (Chinoline.) 

An  oily  liquid  derived  from  quinine  or  cinchonine  and  a 
constituent  of  coat  tar.  It  is  artificially  prepared  by  heating 
nitro-benzine,  aniline,  and  glycerol  with  strong  sulphuric  acid. 
This  is  a powerful  antiseptic,  and  has  been  very  extensively 
tried  on  the  Continent  in  typhus,  pneumonia,  dijjJitkcria, 
enteric  and  other  fevers,  with  varying  success,  as  an  anti- 
pyi'etic.  Sudeikin  obtained  good  results  in  inter  m ittent  fever. 
Its  smell,  taste,  and  irritating  qualities  are  barriers  to  its  use, 
as  it  produces  vomiting  easily. 

Siefert  has  obtained  wonderful  success  with  it  painted  upon 
the  affected  parts  in  diphtheria  (5  per  cent,  solution  in  weak 
alcohol). 

The  Tartrate  is  the  only  salt  for  internal  use.  It  is  soluble, 
and  may  be  given  in  doses  of  5 to  20  grains  in  water,  and  has 
been  useful  in  ague  and  neuralgia. 


Chininum  Amorphum  Boricum. 

Finkler  and  Prior  have  introduced  this  preparation  of  quin- 
ine. It  is  an  amber-coloured  crystalline  powder,  with  a faint 
unobjectionable  odour  and  bitter  taste,  and  it  is  soluble  in  an 
equal  quantity  of  water.  Their  results  are  reported  in  the 
May  number  of  the  Medical  Becord.  They  find  that  this  pre- 
paration is  much  better  borne  than  any  other  compound  of 
quinine,  even  patients  with  irritable  stomachs  being  able  to 
take  it  without  vomiting.  Its  action  is  equally  satisfactory, 
having  been  administered  with  success  in  typhus,  typhoid, 
cry.sipiclas,  ymeumonia,  g^hthisis,  and  with  marked  success  in 
neuralgia.  It  causes  less  singing  in  the  ears  than  quinine. 
Schuabach  recommends  it  upon  this  account  as  less  likely  to 
cause  congestion  of  the  tympanic  membrane.  It  is  equal  in 
its  effects  to  the  sul2)hate  or  hydrochloratc  of  quinine. 

Chloroform  Ammoniatum. 

T)r.  W.  B.  Richardson  recommends,  under  the  name  of  am- 
mouiated  chloroform,  a mixture  of  equal  quantities  of  strong 
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solution  of  ammonia  in  alcohol  and  chloroform.  2 drams  put 
into  an  inhaler  and  breathed  till  chloroform  narcosis  is 
reached,  may  be  inhaled  without  danger  for  a considerable 
period.  In  this  way  the  temperature  has  been  reduced  4° 
during  12  hours.  It  is  thus  antipyretic,  anodyne,  and  ansBS- 
thetic,  and  maintains  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood.  He  recom- 
mends its  use  in  acute  rheumatism. 


Cocculus  Indicus.  (Menispermum  Cocculus.) 

The  dried  fruit  of  this  plant  is  a powerful  narcotic,  and  has 
been  long  used  to  catch  fish  and  game,  and  to  add  to  the  in- 
toxicating powers  of  porter. 

Picrotoxin,  its  active  principle,  is  a crystalline  substance, 
sparingly  soluble  in  water.  Externally,  an  ointment  (1  gr.  to 
1 dr.)  kills but  it  must  be  used  with  caution.  Inter- 
nally it  is,  in  doses  of  a few  grains,  a powerful  poison,  irritating 
the  respu’atory  and  other  centres  in  the  medulla,  and  producing 
violent  spasmodic  muscular  contractions  from  its  stimulating 
action  upon  the  cerebral  and  spinal  motor  centres.  It  has  been 
used  in  cjiHepsy,  especially  in  the  nocturnal  variety;  injJaralysis 
affecting  the  muscles  of  the  pharynx,  and  in  sick  headache.  It 
is,  however,  to  check  the  nigh  t-sweatinq  of  phthisis  that  this 
cb-ug  has  been  much  used,  and  good  results  have  been  obtained 
by  Murrell,  wdio  first  introduced  it  in  this  troublesome  con- 
dition, in  doses  of  to  gr.  three  times  a day. 

It  may  be  given  in  pills,  and  the  dose  increased  to  gr.,  or 
in  solution  with  a little  acetic  acid  ; or  hypodermically,  gr. 
It  is  antagonistic  to  the  action  of  chloral  hydrate. 


Cockroaches.  (Blatta  Orientalis). 

These  insects  have  been  used  by  the  Russian  peasants  for 
centuries  as  a remedy  for  dropsy.  Their  action  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  careful  and  laborious  research  by  Bogomoloff, 
Fronmuller,  and  many  others,  with  the  result  of  proving  that 
when  given  in  the  form  of  powder,  infusion,  or  tincture  they 
increase  the  quantity  of  urine,  diminish  the  amount  of  albu- 
men, and  rapidly  reduce  anasarca  and  ascites.  Tchernysheff, 
Sushtchinsky,  and  Loesch,  experimenting  with  their  active 
principles,  found  that  tlieir  virtues  depend  upon  blattic  acid, 
which  forms  soluble  salts  with  potassium  and  sodium.  These 
salts  were  found  to  be  ])owerful  diuretics,  acting  by  exciting 
the  .secretory  elements  of  the  kidney.  They  slow  the  pulse  in 
small  doses  and  aceelcratc  it  in  large  doses,  and  cause  falling 
of  the  blootl  pressure  and  paralysis  of  the  cardiac  muscle. 


618 


NON-OFFICIAL  REBIEDIES. 


Colchicine  and  Coniine. 

The  active  principles  of  colchicum  and  conium,  are  suitable 
for  hypodermic  injection  when  the  actions  of  these  drugs  are 
indicated,  the  former  in  gL  gi'-  doses  in  2)  am  fid  joint  affections, 
chronic  rheumatism,  and  gouty  troubles;  the  latter  in  ^ minim 
doses  in  acuta  mania.  (See  in  Therapeutic  Section,  under 
Colchicum  and  Conium.) 


Colloid  Styptic.  (Richardson.) 

Prepared  by  dissolving  a saturated  solution  of  tannin  and 
gun  cotton  in  absolute  alcohol  and  ether  and  adding  a few 
drops  of  tincture  of  benzoin. 

The  solution  is  a most  valuable  styptic  applied  to  wounds 
with  a brush  or  in  the  form  of  spray. 


Convallaria  Majalis.  (Lily  of  the  Valley.) 

This  well-known  plant  has  been  long  in  use  by  the  peasants 
in  Russia,  who  emplo}'  it  in  dro23sies.  It  has  been  found  to 
possess  powers  closely  resembling  digitalis,  which  it  promises 
to  replace  to  some  extent,  especially  as  those  who  have  studied 
its  action  most,  believe  that  it  possesses  none  of  the  objection- 
able qualities  which  render  digitalis  sometimes  so  dangerous. 

It  has  a very  decided  tonic  influence  in  moderate  doses  over 
a weakened  heart,  and  it  is  a powerful  diuretic. 

It  contains  two  glucosides — one,  conrallarin,  is  a di’astic 
l^urgative,  in  large  doses  ; the  other,  conrallamarin,  is  an 
emetic  in  even  small  doses.  The  most  active  j^reparation  of  the 
drug  is  an  extract  made  from  one  i:)art  of  the  root  and  leaves, 
and  three  parts  of  the  flowers  and  stalks  ; this  may  be  given 
in  5 gr.  doses,  but  the  most  uniform  action  is  obtained  from 
convallamarin,  which  is  a whitish  powder,  and  may  be  given 
in  doses  of  ^ to  2 grs. 

One  grain  of  the  dried  flowers,  infused  in  1 oz.  water,  and 
administered  every  four  hours,  is  a convenient  method  for 
administration. 

Troitzky  has  found  that  when  given  in  cases  of  mitral 
disease,  with  cardiac  failure,  the  most  decidedly  beneficial 
results  follow;  dyspnoea,  u-ritability  of  temper,  and  palpit.ation 
disai^pear,  and  the  action  of  the  drug  is  maintained  for  a week 
after  its  use  has  been  suspended.  Under  its  use  the  pulse  be- 
comes more  regular,  fuller,  and  somewhat  slower,  the  urine 
increases  in  amount,  and  drojisy  diminishes,  and  continues  to 
diminish  for  some  days  after  the  administration  is  stopped. 
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Ott  believes  it  differs  in  its  action  from  digitalis,  by  jJrimarily 
increasing  the  frequency  of  the  heard,  and  by  afterwards 
slowing  it,  through  its  action  on  its  muscular  tissue. 

Sansom  is  convinced  of  its  power  of  raising  the  intravascular 
pressure,  and  of  its  increasing  the  force  of  systole,  but  is  not 
yet  convinced  of  its  superiority  to  digitalis. 

The  recent  experiences  of  Roberts,  Ijabbee  Hiller,  Maragliano, 
and  many  others  go  to  prove  that  different  specimens  of  this 
drug  are  often  very  uncertain  in  their  results,  but  all  taken 
together  tend  to  show  that  in  convallaria,  therapeutics  has 
gained  a very  decided  advantage  by  its  introduction. 


Goto  Bark,  and  Paracoto  Bark. 

The  true  Goto  bark  resembles  the  false  or  Paracoto  bark,  but 
is  much  richer  in  resinous  and  extractive  substances,  and  yields 
a more  energetic  alkaloid.  Cotoin  is  the  alkaloid  of  Goto  bark, 
and  Paracotoin  of  Paracoto  bark.  They  are  similar  in  action, 
but  Gotoin  is  more  powerful. 

Albertoni  has  studied  the  action  of  these  drugs  exhaustively. 
He  found  they  increased  the  appetite,  and  in  a marked  manner 
increased  the  absorptive  power  of  the  intestinal  surface  by 
dilating  the  intestinal  vessels. 

Gotoin  has  been  successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  various 
forms  of  diarrlma.  Eohrer  found  in  180  cases  of  diarrhceal 
disorders  “ that  no  remedy  of  those  usually  used  in  these  affec- 
tions offers  such  advantages  as  coto,  more  especially  in  the 
treatment  of  the  diarrhoea  of  children."  Good  results  have 
followed  its  use  in  the  diarrhoea  otjjhthisis,  teething,  marasmus, 
and  intestinal  catarrh,  especially  in  the  feeble-minded  and 
insane,  and  in  the  sweating  of  phthisis,  and  it  has  been  tried 
recently  in  cholera.  It  is  not  an  astringent,  and  has  but  feeble 
antiseptic  power,  and  Albertoni  thinks  it  acts  beneficially  in 
diarrhoea,  by  increasing  the  intestinal  absorption,  the  diminu- 
tion of  which  is  the  cause  of  the  diarrhoea.  It  is  contra- 
indicated in  hypertemic  states  of  the  abdominal  organs  or  in 
hemorrhage  from  the  bowel. 

Dose  of  the  bark,  5 grs.;  of  cotoin,  J to  2 grs.;  of  paracotoin, 
1 to  3 grs.,  4 or  6 times  a day. 


Curara.  Wourara.  Urari.  (The  South  American  Arrow 

Poison.) 

A dried  extract,  the  product  of  various  unknown  plants. 
Strychnos  and  cocculus  contribute  to  its  terrible  jetcncy.  In- 
jected hypodermically  or  thrown  direct  into  the  blood  stream 
it  produces  profound  muscular  relaxation,  with  slight  con- 
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tractions,  and,  if  the  dose  be  large  enough,  general  muscular- 
paralysis  soon  resirlts  and  death  follows  from  stoppage  of  the 
respii'ation.  The  heart’s  action  persists  to  the  end,  and  the 
nerve  centres  are  unaffected,  the  action  of  the  poison  “ being 
upon  the  terminations  of  the  nerves,  not  on  their  central 
origin.”  The  sensorium  remams  clear  till  almost  the  end. 
When  given  by  the  mouth,  the  kidireys  are  able  to  excrete  it 
so  rajridly  that  a large  dose  may  produce  no  effect.  It  has 
been  used  subcutaneously  in  chorea,  gr.;  in  hydrophohia, 
and  in  tetanus,  apparently  with  occasional  success ; but  the 
results  of  experiments  on  animals  would  lead  us  to  conclude 
that  at  best  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a palliative  ; still,  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  honoured  with  the  reputation 
of  having  already  saved  some  lives  in  both  tetanus  and  hydro- 
pholia. 

It  is  administered  by  hypodermic  injection — j to  i gr.  dis- 
solved in  4 to  8 minims  of  distilled  water. 


Cypripedium,  Cypripedium  Pubescens,  and  Parviflorum. 

U.S.P. 

Known  as  Ladies’  Slipper ; the  rhizomes  of  these  orchi- 
daceous plants  have  been  found  to  possess  antispasmodic  and 
stimulating  tonic  properties,  which  have  led  to  their  adminis- 
tration in  the  group  oi  diseases  in  which  valerian  has  been 
found  serviceable,  i.e.,  hysteria,  h7j2)ochondriasis,  kc.  There 
is  an  eclectic  preparation  in  the  form  of  a brownish  irowder. 
given  in  doses  of  1 to  5 grs.  in  pill. 

Damiana. 

This  is  the  name  given  to  a plant  (Turnera  diffusa)  long 
used  by  the  Mexicans  as  a powerful  stimulant  to  the  centres 
presiding  over  the  reproductive  functions.  The  leaves  and 
flowers,  with  their  young  twigs,  are  the  parts  used  in  medicine 
as  an  aphrodisiac.  It  has  been  very  extensively  used  in  America 
as  a remedy  of  considerable  value  in  many  forms  of  hrain 
exhaustio7i,\ndi  want  of  tone  in  various  regions  of  the  nervous 
system,  especially  about  the  genito-urinary  organs.  It  is  a 
mild  purgative,  and  has  been  given  in  some  cases  oi  pa  ralysis 
mth  apparent  Irenelit,  and  in  sich  headaches.  The  writer  has 
obtained  good  results  from  it  in  cases  of  sexual  debility  and 
hypoch  ondriasis. 

' Dose — 1 oz.  of  an  infusion  representing  i to  1 dram  of  the 
leaves  three  times  a day;  or  1 dram  of  the  fluid  extract,  which 
represents  1 dram  of  the  plant.  The  infusion  freshly  prepared 
is  a tonic  ; in  its  action  upon  the  appetite  and  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  it  z'csembles  quinine  and  calumba. 
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Daturia.  (Daturine.) 

An  alkaloid  obtained  from  stramonium  and  datura  tatula. 

The  researches  of  Ladenburg  may  be  said  to  have  cleared  up 
the  chemistry  of  the  alkaloids  which  dilate  the  pupil.  He  has 
proved  the  identity  of  Baturine  with  Hyoscyamine  and 
Duboisine,  and  his  results  lead  him  to  believe  that  there 
are  but  two  mydriatic  alkaloids,  viz.  (a)  Atropine  and  (b)  the 
alkaloid  passing  under  either  of  the  names — Hyoscyamine, 
Daturine,  or  Duboisine.  These  twm  bases  are  almost  identical 
in  their  relations,  and  are  isomeric,  so  that  practically  the 
physician  may  regard  these  four  alkaloids  as  one  and  the  same 
remedy.  They  all  produce  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  increase  the 
pulse  and  respiration  rate,  and  cause  delirium.  (See  Bella- 
donna and  Hyoscyamine.) 

Dose. — to  ^ gr.,  and  may  be  increased  to  i gr.  in 
solution  with  a few  drops  of  weak  acid. 


Datura  Tatula. 

K solanaceous  plant,  resembling  in  most  respects  stramonium, 
with  which  it  appears  to  agree  in  physiological  and  therapeutic 
action.  It  has  been  introduced  as  a remedy  for  asthma,  to  be 
smoked  like  stramonium,  and  though  it  may  not  be  generally 
found  to  be  more  certain  than  this  plant  in  its  usefulness,  yet 
the  writer  has  seen  it  give  most  unmistakable  relief  when 
stramonium  had  completely  failed,  after  many  trials  ; and  in 
this  case  it  continued  to  give  relief  for  years. 


Deelinae  Oleum.  (Deelina  Oil.) 

This  oil— manufactured,  as  its  name  implies,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Dee— is  a very  highly  refined  petroleum  oil,  and  has 
been  very  extensively  tested  by  Dr.  John  Eoberts,  of  Chester 
who  has  found  it  clean,  inodorous,  and  not  being  easily  made 
rancid.  He  has  used  it  in  a variety  of  skin  diseases  with  results 
that  would  lead  one  to  expect  that  it  will  soon  become  a 
favourite  cutaneous  remedy. 

For  (jouty  eczema,  ordinary  chronic  eczema,  and  also  for  the 
acute  general  variety.  Dr.  Eoberts  obtained  very  satisfactorv 
results.  Particulars  of  42  cases  are  recorded  in  the  June  nuni- 
bp  of  the  Practitioner  treated  by  simple  application  of  the 
oil  generally  after  one  warm  bran  or  oatmeal  bath.  It  is 
especially  valuable  as  a soothing  and  curative  application  to 
eczema  of  the  anus,  pci'inmumi  and  labium,  intertrigo,  pityriash 
eagnhs,  and  impetigo  of  the  scalp  in  children.  It  can  be  mi.x'ed 
with  chloroform,  olcatc  of  zinc,  &c.,  and  can  be  made  the  basis 
tor  almost  any  other  cutaneous  remedy.  Dr.  Eoberts  advises 
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that  it  should  not  be  applied  till  the  acute  symptoms  have 
subsided. 


Delphine.  (The  Alkaloid  of  Stavesacre.) 

In  I gr.  doses  in  pill  it  has  been  given  in  asthma,  rhewna- 
tisvi,  &c.,  and  externally  applied  in  the  form  of  ointment  over 
the  course  of  neirralgic  nerves.  See  page  48-1,  under  Staphis- 
agria  in  the  Therapeutic  Section. 


Digitalin. 

The  Digitalinum  of  the  late  B.P.  was  wisely  omitted  from 
the  1885  volume.  It  was  most  variable,  dangerous,  and 
uncertain  in  its  action.  It  is  evident  that  it  did  not  lejuesent 
the  active  principle  of  the  drug,  since  digitalis  contains  at  least 
three  active  glucosides  with  ditferent  actions.  The  official  or 
Galenical  preparations  should  invariably  be  used  iii  medicine, 
as  the  isolation  of  these  active  principles  is  as  yet,  even  in  the 
hands  of  the  ablest  chemists,  surrounded  with  great  difficulties. 
See  Digitalis,  page  381. 

Duboisia  Myoporoides. 

An  Australian  solanaceous  plant,  yielding  duboisine,  an 
alkaloid  fii-st  investigated  by  Tweedy  and  Murrell,  who  found 
it  to  resemble  atropine  closely  in  its  physiological  effects. 
Later  research  has  proved  it  to  be  isomeric  with  that  body, 
and  to  be  identical  with  daturine  and  hyoscyamine.  It  is  used 
in  ophthalmic  surgery  as  a substitute  for  atropine,  which  it 
resembles  in  every  respect.  It  is  said  to  act  more  promptly , 
and  not  to  require  so  strong  a solution.  1 or  2 grs.  of  the  sul- 
phate to  1 oz.  distilled  water,  or  an  aqueous  solution  of  the 
extract  may  be  used.  (See  Hyoscyamine  and  Belladonna.)  it 
may  be  given  in  manias  like  the  other  myeb'iatics,  ui  gr, 
doses. 


Easton’s  Syrup. 

Syi-upus  Ferri  Phosphatis  c.  Quinina  et  Strychnina,  is  a 
valuable  tonic,  and  possesses  the  virtues  of  the  various  ingre- 
dients contained  in  it  in  a presentable  form.  According  to 
Semire,  each  dram  should  contain  about  1 gr.  phosphate  of 
iron  and  1 gr.  phosphate  of  quinine  and  gr.  Phosphate  of 
strychnine.  The  experiments  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  bchmidt 
show  that  the  commercial  article  fluctuates  very  much  in 
strength.  The  dose  is  one  fluid  di'am. 
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Emetia.  CErnetine.) 


A yellowish-white  alkaloid,  obtained  from  ipecacuanha.  It 
is  a powerful  poison  in  large  doses  ; in  small  doses,  ^ gr.,  it 
produces  vomiting,  whether  injected  into  the  subcutaneous 
tissue  or  swallowed.  It  does  not  act  so  speedily  when  injected. 
In  either  case  it  is  eliminated  by  the  liver,  and  gastro-intes- 
tinal  tract.  It  causes  vomiting  through  reflex  action,  by 
irritating  the  endings  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve  in  the  stomach 
when  swallowed  or  injected.  It  also  to  some  extent  acts  in- 
dii-ectly  by  stimulating  the  centre  which  presides  over  the  act 
of  vomiting.  The  internal  temperature  is  raised,  while  the 
thermometer  falls  in  the  axilla  under  its  use.  (See  Ipeca- 
cuanha, page  408,  and  the  results  of  Rossbach’s  experiments 
demonstrating  its  expectorant  action,  on  page  409.) 

Dose  as  an  expectorant,  to  gr.j  an  emetic,  to  y gr. 


Eriodyction  Californicum.  (Yerba  Santa,  Holy  Balm.) 

_ The  leaves  of  this  hydrophyllaceous  shrub  have  been  exten- 
sively  tried  in  America,  and  found  to  achieve  some  success  in 
the  treatment  of  hronoMal  and  laryngeal  inflammations. 
Iney  contain  an  alterative  mucilaginous  principle  which  acts 
as  a tonic  to  relaxed  mucous  membranes.  How  it  acts  and 
what  are  the  exact  conditions  in  which  success  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, are  as  yet  unknown.  It  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Bundy 
who  found  it  had  been  in  use  among  the  Sjianiards  of  tlie 
-racinc  coast  for  many  years  as  an  expectorant. 

1 ^am  of  the  fluid  extract,  which  represents  an  equal  weight 
of  the  leaves,  is  a fair  dose.  A corresponding  quantity  of  an 
mfasion  (1  oz.  to  1 pint)  may  be  given.  It  has  the  remark- 
able power  of  disguising  many  disagreeable  medicines,  like 
quinine,  &c.  ’ 


Erythrophlceum.  (Sassy  or  Casca  Bark),  which  sec,  page  614. 

The  active  principle  of  this  bark  has  been  isolated  by  Har- 
nack,  Gallois,  and  Hardy.  It  is  designated  Erythrophleine 
and  closely  resembles  Digitaline,  and  in  some  respects  Picro- 
toxine  in  its  action. 


Eserine  or  Physostigmine 

Is  one  of  the  active  iirinciples  of  the  Calabar  bean  ; it  is  used 
in  ophthalmic  practice  to  contract  the  pupil  and  diminish 
intra-ocular  tension.  It  is  now  official,  and  the  reader  will 
hud  its  properties  discussed  under  Physostigma  in  the  Thera 
peiitic  Section,  page  438.  lueia- 
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Ether  Hydrobromic,  and  Hydriodic.  (See  under  Ethyl.) 


Ether  Oxalic. 

This  colourless  liquid,  prepared  by  the  action  of  oxalic  acid 
on  absolute  alcohol,  is  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profes- 
sion by  Dr.  Eichardsou.  It  is  decomposed  when  administered 
hypodermically,  at  the  point  where  it  is  introduced  into  the 
system,  where  it  coagulates  the  albuminous  tissues,  and  pro- 
duces with  very  little  pain  a dry  eschar,  without  giving  rise 
to  constitutional  disturbance.  He  regards  oxalic  ether  not  as 
an  ordinary  caustic,  but  as  a destroyer  of  tissue,  and  recom- 
mends its  application  by  the  brush  or  injected  with  a hypo- 
dermic syi'iuge,  to  destroy  vascular  growths. 

Ethidene  Dichloride. 

This  anmsthetic,  which  closely  resembles  chloroform  in  its 
physical  characters,  has  been  highly  recommended  by  Snow, 
and  has  been  made  the  subject  of  very  careful  experiments 
by  a committee  appointed  by  the  British  Medical  Association. 
They  report  that  it  is  more  dangerous  than  ether,  but  less  so 
than  chloroform.  It  is  more  pleasant  than  cliloroform  and 
much  less  exciting  in  the  early  and  after  stages,  and  recovery 
from  its  influence  is  more  rapiid  than  in  the  case  of  ether  or 
chloroform.  The  vapour  of  about  ^ oz.  will,  generally  speaking, 
be  found  enough  to  produce  anmsthesia  in  the  adult. 


Ethyl  Bromide  (or  Hydrobromic  Ether.) 

A liquid  obtained  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  and  alcohol 
on  bromine,  or  by  distilling  a mixture  of  phosphorus,  alcohol, 
and  bromine.  It  has  been  extensively  tried  in  America,  where 
it  was  introduced  by  Turnbull  and  Lewis,  as  an  aujesthetic, 
especially  in  ophthalmic  practice  ; its  action  upon  the  heart 
and  respiration  is  the  same  as  that  of  chloroforin  ; it  differs 
from  this  substance,  however,  in  the  raindity  of  its  action  (2 
or  3 minutes)  and  the  with  which  patients  come 

from  under  its  influence ; it  has,  however,  the  drawback  of 
being  more  irritating  to  some  patients.  It  is  of  course  impos- 
sible to  contrast  its  freedom  from  danger  with  that  of  ether 
and  chloroform,  as  it  has  been  used  but  seldom  compared  with 
the  enormous  employment  of  these  agents ; however,  it  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  said  to  be  less  dangerous  than  chloroform, 
from  the  trials  already  made,  and  it  must  be  still  less  free  from 
danger  than  ether.  It  is  not  inflammable,  and  is  valuable  for 
its  local  anmsthetic  effect,  which  can  be  produced  by  simple 
contact  with  a little  of  the  liquid  on  lint,  covered  or  not  with 
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oiled  silk.  It  has  also  been  administered  inteimally  as  an  anti- 
spasmodic  in  various  convulsive  affections.  The  vapour  of  1 
dram  will  produce  general  anmsthesia. 


Ethyl  Iodide.  (Hydi-iodic  Ether.) 

. A liquid  prepared  in  the  same  way  as  ethyl  bromide,  by 
substituting  iodine  for  bromine.  It  has  been  tried  with  suc- 
cess in  cardiac  dyspnoea  and  in  spasmodic  affections  of  the 
larynx  and  hronchial  tubes,  and  has  been  highly  recommended 
as  an  inhalation  in  hronchitis,  and  catarrhal  laryngitis, 
causing  dyspnoea.  It  is  a powerful  expectorant,  and  often 
gives  instant  relief  in  asthma,  by  cutting  short  the  attack  in  a 
few  moments.  It  should  be  used  like  nitrite  of  amyl,  and 
can  be  had  in  glass  capsules,  6 min.  in  each,  as  recommended 
by  Martindale.  It  affords  the  best  method  of  saturating  the 
system  rapidly  with  iodine,  upon  which  substance  the  activity 
and  efficacy  of  its  action  depends  ; 3 or  4 capsules  may  be  used 
at  once. 


Euonymin. 

An  eclectic  remedy,  in  the  form  of  a powder  of  variable 
brown  or  sage  colour,  obtained  from  the  bark  of  roahoo 
(Euonymus  atropurpureus,  U.S.P.).  It  possesses  aperient, 
diuretic,  and  expectorant  properties,  and  acts  as  a powerful 
hepatic  stimulant,  and  has  proved  beneficial  in  habitual  con- 
stipation, torpidity  of  the  liver,  and  in  some  cases  of  dropsy.  It 
resembles  podophyllin,  but  is  much  less  stimulating  to  the 
intestinal  glands.  Conil  has  found  that  its  action  as  a cathartic 
depends  upon  its  stimulating  action  on  the  muscular  coats  of 
the  intestine.  It  has  been  recently  found  to  at  first  increase 
and  atterwards  diminish  the  amount  of  uric  acid  excreted. 
Komm,  who  has  recently  studied  the  pharmacology  of  the  pure 
crystalline  glucoside,  has  found  that  it  produces  effects  closely 
resembling  digitalis,  reducing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and 
strengthening  the  force  of  the  ventricular  contr.action.  He 
points  out  a remarkable  effect  which  he  has  observed  in  cats 
from  its  administration  : thus,  the  slowing  of  the  pulse  after  a 
fall  dose  may  last  for  more  than  a fortnight.  2 to  5 grs.  will 
cause  generally  a copious  intestinal  evacuation. 


Eupatorium  Perfoliatum.  U.S.P.  (Roncset.) 

This  composite  plant  is  a viiluable  bitter  tonic,  like  calumba 
but  it  posse.sses  most  marked  diaphoretic  properties.  The  warm' 
infusion  (1  oz.  to  1 pint)  in  wineglaSsful  doses  every  two  hours 
produces  copious  sweating ; in  4 times  this  quantity  it  is  an 


526 


NON-OFFICIAL  EEMEDIES. 


emetic,  like  warm  chamomile  infusion,  and  also  a purgative, 
It  has  been  used  to  act  upon  the  skin  in  hrunchial  catarrh, 
influenza,  and  rheumatism,  and  its  cathartic  action  has  been 
utilised  for  the  expulsion  of  the  tai)e  and  round  worm. 


Euphorbium  Pilulifera. 

Since  the  antispasmodic  effects  of  this  pill-bearing  spurge 
were  first  brought  before  the  profession  in  the  Theraiieutic 
Gazette  a few  years  ago,  the  drug  has  been  examined,  experi- 
mented with,  and  administered  by  a number  of  workers. 

Eecently,  Marsset  found  that  in  small  doses  it  killed  animals 
by  paralysing  the  respiration  and  heart,  thi’ough  its  direct 
action  on  the  respiratory  and  cardiac  centres.  He  publishes 
excellent  results  obtained  with  it  in  the  dyspnoea  of  asthma, 
cmjyhysema,  and  hronchitis,  its  good  results  depending  upon  a 
particular  modification  of  the  functions  of  the  pneumogastric. 
Tison  and  Beaumetz  obtained  very  satisfactory  results  fi'om 
it  in  dysf  naea  of  cardiac  origin.  It  appears  to  act  beneficially 
upon  spasmodic  dyspnoea  from  whatever  cause  arising,  and  it 
unquestionably  is  a remedy  of  great  power  and  promise.  The 
gastric  ii’ritation  arising  from  its  administration  can  be  avoided 
by  giving  the  dose  in  a state  of  free  dilution. 

1 gr.  of  the  extract  or  I to  6 gi's.  of  the  dried  plant  in  decoc- 
tion should  be  given  4 times  a day,  freely  diluted,  after  meals. 


Fellow’s  Syrup  of  the  Hypophosphites. 

This  valuable  compound  presents  the  virtues  of  the  hypo- 
phosphites  of  iron,  quinine,  strychnine,  sodium,  and  man- 
ganese in  the  most  elegant  and  efficient  form.  According  to 
the  analysis  of  Tscheppe  in  the  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy,  1881, 
the  following  formula  yields  a product  in  every  respect  similar 
to  the  original:— Soluble  Phosphate  or  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron 
(U.S.P.)  15  grs.;  Hypophosphite  of  Sodium,  45  grs.;  Sulphate 
of  Quinine,  5 gi'S.;  Strychnine  (previously  dissolved)  ^ gr.; 
Hypophosphite  or  Sulphate  of  Manganese,  15  grs.;  thick  Syrup 
to  16  ozs.  The  dose  is  1 fluid  dram  freely  diluted.  The  original 
sjwup  is  always  uniform,  and  docs  not  decompose  or  crystallise. 

Friedrichshall  Water. 

This  valuable  aperient  mineral  water  gives  better  results 
than  any  other  as  a constant  saline  purgative.  Under  the 
heading  of  Magnesii  Sulphas,  page  418,  its  action  and  uses  arc 
explained.  Practitioner  oit  June,  1885,  in  a note  upon 

this  remedy,  states — ‘‘  There  are  fashions  in  medicines  as  in 
other  things,  and  this  water,  which  was  formerly  a favourite, 
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seems  likely  to  become  so  again,  although  it  has  been  for  some 
time  thrown  into  the  shade  by  other  purgative  waters  con- 
taining much  sulphate  of  magnesium  and  sodium.  Frerichs, 
however,  observed  long  ago  that  where  it  is  desu’cd  to  produce 
more  or  less  fluid  purging,  the  sulphate  of  magnesium  bitter 
waters  are  of  permanent  usefulness,  but  that  their  continuous 
use  is  to  be  regarded  with  some  distrust,  inasmuch  as  the  pro- 
longed use  of  these  waters  is  apt  to  affect  the  process  of 
digestion.  But  when  the  water  contains  large  quantities  of 
sodium  chloride  in  addition  to  the  sulphates,  as  the  Fried- 
richshall  Water  does,  the  chloride  renders  the  effect  milder 
and  less  exhausting,  even  after  prolonged  use,  and  conse- 
quently more  permanent.  Hosier  and  Von  Mering  by  physio- 
logical experiments,  and  Seegen  and  Su-  Henry  Thompson  by 
prolonged  clinical  experience,  have  independently  arrived  at 
similar  conclusions. 

The  therapeutic  range  of  Friedrichshall  is  highly  esteemed 
by  the  leading  German  physicians  ; Hosier  and  Thierfelder 
find  it  of  great  service  in  habitual  constipation  and  various 
digestive  liver  affections ; Scanzoni  in  the  constipation  of 
pregnant  women ; Schroder  and  Veit  in  uterine  congestions 
and  inflammation,  and  especially  in  chronic  metritis  ; Weber 
in  catarrh  of  the  bladder  ; and  Sir  Henry  Thompson  in  the 
prevention  of  calculous  disease  and  the  prophylactic  treatment 
of  gravel.  Lbschner,  Helft,  and  Hosier,  speak  highly  of  its 
use  combined  with  suitable  exercise  and  diet  in  the  torpid 
forms  of  struma,  and  in  scrofulous  children.  The  opinion  of 
these  authorities  is  likely  to  give  a turn  to  the  fashion  again 
and  reinstate  Friedrichshall  as  a favourite  laxative.” 

Since  the  above,  Turnbull  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette, 
August,  1885,  speaks  in  the  highest  possible  manner  about  the 
benefits  he  has  received  from  the  use  of  Friedrichshall  Water 
in  diseases  of  the  ear,  throat,  and  chest. 


Fuchsine.  (Eoseine  or  Magenta.) 

Brilliant  metallic  crystals  of  hydrochlorate  of  rosaniline.  It 
was  first  recommended  by  Bouchut  as  a remedy  for  albu- 
minuria with  wdema.  He  found  in  several  cases  of  disease  of 
the  renal  organs,  in  which  albumen  ajrpeared  in  the  urine, 
that  fuchsine  possessed  the  remarkable  irower  of  diminishing 
or  entirely  arresting  its  appearance.  In  all  his  cases  the 
albumen  completely  disappeared,  the  urine  becoming  stained 
rosy  pink  ; his  patients  were  children,  and  tlic  dose  varied 
from  1 to  3 grs.  These  remarkable  results  have,  to  some 
extent,  been  corroborated  by  other  observers  on  the  (Jontinent, 
and  by  Dr.  Sawyer  at  home.  It  is  best  given  in  form  of  pill’. 
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with  a vegetable  extract  like  liquorice  or  gentian,  in  doses 
beginning  with  1 grain.  The  solution  in  water  is  convenient, 
but  it  stains  the  lips  and  mouth  red.  The  winter  has  tried  this 
remedy  in  a variety  of  cases,  and  could  not  satisfy  himself 
that  it  bad  any  effect  upon  the  quantity  of  albumen. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus.  (Bladder  Sea-weed.) 

This  well-known  “ wrack  ” at  one  time  enjoyed  a position 
in  the  L'isb  Pharmacopoeia.  Its  virtues  have  been  chiefly 
found  useful  in  sor  of v la, .Yai’ious  glandular  and  joint  enlarge- 
ments, and  hronchocele.  Professor  Duchesne-Duparc  used  it 
in  gjsoriasis,  and  discovered  its  remarkable  power  in  producing 
the  absorption  of  adipose  tissue.  Its  pharmacology  has  yet  to 
be  worked  out ; some  believe  it  causes  emaciation  by  the 
amount  of  iodides  which  it  contains,  but  iodine  or  iodides 
will  not  produce  the  results  claimed  for  this  weed  ; others  be- 
lieve it  to  be  uncertain  or  powerless,  and  it  is  a rather  signi- 
ficant fact  that  the  pig,  which  is  regarded  by  some  as  closely 
allied  to  man  in  some  physiological  and  structural  points,  has 
been  fattened  for  market  on  the  fucus  vesiculosus  in  the  North 
of  Ireland.  An  extract  has  been  sold  as  a remedy  for  obesity 
under  the  title  of  “ Anti-fat;” 

Dose — 5 grs.  of  the  solid  alcoholic  extract,  increased  to  30 
grs.;  or  a wine  glassful  of  an  infusion  of  4 ozs.  of  the  weed  to 
1 pint  of  boiling  water,  or  1 to  3 drs.  of  the  fluid  extract. 


Fuller’s  Earth. 

A clay  or  native  silicate  of  alumina,  containing  minute  quan- 
tities of  iron.  In  the  form  of  impalpable  powder,  it  is  a 
valuable  emollient  and  “ drying  ” remedy  in  meeping  eczema, 
and  especially  in  the  intertrigo  of  infants.  It  resembles  the 
oxide  of  zinc  in  its  properties. 


Galium  Aparine.  (Cleavers.) 

This  succulent  annual  plant  has  been  a domestic  remedy  for 
various  strvmovs  disorders,  in  which  it  has  been  swallowed  as 
a decoction  ; and  the  juice  has  been  applied  to  disperse  yZu/nf?/- 
lar  growths.  Prof.  Quinlan  has  recently  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  profession  a new  action  which  it  possesses.  He 
finds  by  making  a poultice  of  the  chopped  stalks  and  applying 
it  to  ehronie  nleers  •'  it  acts  as  a slight  stimulant  and  power- 
ful promoter  of  hecalthy  granulation.”  Ulcers  of  a chronic  and 
hopeless  cla.ss  in  his  bands  healed  readily  and  satisfactorily. 
Dr.  Boyce  testifies  to  its  value  as  a ])alliative  in  eaneer.  He 
gives  6 oz.  of  the  juice  daiLq  and  applies  a strong  ointment  to 
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the  ulcerated  surface,  which  he  afterwards  covers  over  with  a 
dressing  of  the  bruised  leaves.  In  a very  short  time  a more 
healthy  action  appears  to  set  in  in  the  ulcerated  region. 

Gaultherise  Oleum.  (Oil  of  Winter-green.)  U.S.P. 

The  fragrant  oil  distilled  from  Gaultheria  consists  of  salicy- 
late of  methyl  to  the  extent  of  over  90  per  cent.  Its  physio- 
logical action  has  been  studied  by  Dr.  Able,  who  found  small 
doses  to  accelerate  the  pulse,  whilst  large  doses  seriously 
depressed  it  and  paralysed  the  motor  and  sensory  centres  and 
respiration.  It  has  been  administered  as  an  antipyi’etic  in 
acute  rh‘>,umatism,  in  which  disease  its  effects  closely  resemble 
those  of  the  salicylate  of  sodium.  Its  main  usefulness  lies  in 
its  being  a source  from  which  to  obtain  salicylic  acid,  and  it  is 
still  a disputed  point  whether  the  acid  derived  from  it  is  more 
efficacious  than  the  artificial  acid.  The  writer  has  administered 
both  alternately  and  in  many  ways  to  test  this  point,  and  he  is 
satisfied  that  where  the  artificial  acid  or  its  salts  fail  the 
natural  acid  and  its  salts  will  also  fail.  Externally,  diluted 
with  equal  parts  of  olive  oil  or  soap  liniment,  it  is  an  excellent 
topical  anodyne  application  to  inflamed  and  painful  rheumatic 
joints.  Summing  up  the  results  of  the  treatment  of  90  cases 
of  rheumatism  in  the  Belle  View  Hospital  with  the  oil.  Dr. 
Seelye  says  : — “ It  has  all  the  valuable  properties  of  salicylic 
acid,  to  which  it  is  closely  allied.  Its  action  is  more  prompt 
and  efficient  in  obstinate  cases  ; it  has  a more  agreeable  taste  ; 
relapses  under  its  use  are  less  frequent ; the  unpleasant  effects 
of  overdosing  are  no  greater,  and  it  is  less  depressing.  Cardiac 
complications  are  no  more  frequent.  It  is  important  not  to 
substitute  the  oil  of  birch  (which  it  resembles  closely)  or  a 
diluted  article  for  it.  Large  and  frequent  doses  are  necessary 
to  get  the  best  effects  (10  minims  in  water  and  glycerine  every 
2 hours).  It  is  an  efficient  palliative  remedy  in  chronic  and 
irregular  forms  of  rheiimatism.  It  is  a local  anodyne  to  in- 
fiamed  joints." 


Gelatine. 

Pick,  of  Prague,  has  introduced  a new  method  of  treating 
various  affections  of  the  skin,  which  has  been  advocated  by 
Thin.  He  dissolves  clean  white  commercial  gelatine  in  double 
its  weight  of  water  on  a water  bath.  The  resulting  solution 
brushed  over  the  skin  forms  a protective  coating,  and  has  been 
used  by  Pick  to  form  a basis  for  the  application  of  chrysarobin 
naphthol,  iodoform,  pyrogallic  acid,  and  other  active  ingre- 
dients. Thus,  for  2)Koria.n.\',  about  'So  grs.  of  chrysarobin  are 
added  to  1 oz.  of  the  hot  gelatine  solution,  and  stirred  till 
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thoroughly  mixed.  This  when  cold  makes  a cake  which  can 
be  afterwards  melted  and  applied  with  a brush  to  the  diseased 
spots.  Auspitz  uses  a solution  of  gutta-percha  in  chloroform 
in  a similar  way.  See  under  Traumaticine. 


Geranium.  (Cranesbill)  U.S.P. 

The  rhizome  of  this  plant  is  an  astringent,  owing  to  the 
amount  of  gallic  and  tannic  acids  contained  in  it.  It  has  been 
prized  in  America  as  a mild  unirritating  astringent  in  the 
diarrhoeas  of  children  and  infants.  It  can  be  used  for  all  the 
purposes  for  which  rhatany  is  employed,  i.e.,  as  a local  apjoli- 
cation  in  anal  and  throat  injiammations,  &c.  It  has  been  used 
with  advantage  as  an  injection  in  Ivncorrhcea.  and  gonorrliKa. 
The  dose  of  the  U.S.P.  liquid  extract  (1  in  1)  is  to  1 dram 
thi'ee  or  four  times  a day. 


Gossypii  Radicis  Cortex,  U.S.P. 

Cotton-root  Bark  is  the  bark  of  the  root  of  Gossypium 
herbaceum  and  other  species.  It  has  been  extensively  used  in 
America  as  a substitute  for  ergot  in  gyniecological  practice. 
Prochownick,  who  recommends  a fresh  infusion  in  preference 
to  the  liquid  extract  (1  to  1),  has  employed  it  in  nterinc 
haimorrhage  after  ahortion,  or  the  result  of  fhroid  tvmonrs. 
He  administers  1 dr.  of  the  bark  infused  in  5 ozs.  boiling 
water  for  8 minutes,  during  the  fu'st  and  second  stages  of 
labour  in  cases  where  ergot  is  indicated.  He  believes  he  has 
witnessed  uterine  fibroids  diminish  in  size  under  its  use.  It  is 
a perfectly  safe  drug,  though  not  so  rapid  or  reliable  in  its 
action  as  ergot ; 1 to  2 teasjjoonful  doses  of  the  liquid  extract 
may  be  given. 


Grindelia.  U.S.P. 

The  leaves  and  flowering  tops  of  Grindelia  robusta  have 
been  used  in  America  with  gi'eat  advantage  for  spasmodic 
affections  of  the  res2)iratory  jjassages,  chiefly  for  a.sthma  and 
lohoojJing  covgh,  and  results  of  a most  satisfactory  nature 
have  followed  when  other  remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain ; 
but  occasionally,  like  all  drugs  used  in  asthma,  grindelia  has 
sometimes  failed,  nevertheless  it  is  a remedy  of  great  value. 
It  has  a balsamic  odour  and  jiersistent  acrid  taste,  and  the 
decoction  is  an  expectorant.  In  large  doses  it  has  a sedative 
action  on  the  respiratory  centre,  while  it  stimulates  the  brain 
and  cord,  in  larger  doses  still,  it  produces  sleep  and  iucom- 
plcfo  paralysis  of  the  limbs.  The  oleo-rcsin  which  it  contains 
is  excreted  by  the  kidney,  anil  in  its  i)assage  out  acts  as  a 
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diuretic.  The  volatile  oil  is  excreted  by  the  bronchial  mem- 
brane, and  hence  the  action  of  the  drug  in  bronchitis,  emphy- 
sema, bronchorrhosa;  &c.  It  has  been  found  to  control  cystitis 
and  iritis  in  full  doses,  and  its  local  application  as  an  injection 
in  leucorrhwa  and  urethritis,  and  as  a dressing  for  burns  and 
ulcers,  has  been  praised.  It  is  used  also  as  a local  antidote  to 
the  poison  of  rhus  toxicodendon. 

Dose — Of  the  fluid  alcoholic  extract  (1  in  1),  10  to  30  minims 
in  asthma,  and  repeated  every  hour  or  every  half  hour  ; for  a 
child  2 years  old  in  whooping-cough,  5 minims. 

Dose — Of  the  pilular  extract,  1 to  3 grs.,  in  bronchitis. 

Grindelia  squarrosa  (an  allied  species)  has  been  found  to 
possess  decided  anti-periodic  properties  that  have  led  to  its 
use  in  neuralgia,  and  especially  in  ag^ie,  enlarged  spleen,  and 
various  forms  of  chronic  malaria. 


Guarana.  U.S.P. 

A dried  paste,  in  hard  sticks  or  subglobular  cakes,  prepared 
from  the  crushed  or  ground  seeds  of  Paullinia  sorbilis,  a climb- 
ing,  shrubby  vine  from  Brazil.  The  alkaloid,  of  which  it  con- 
tains about  5 per  cent.,  is  identical  with  caffeine  and  theine, 
and  is  useful  in  sich  headache  in  similar  doses — 1-5  grs.  (See 
Caffeine,  page  313.) 


Gurjun  Balsam.  (Balsam  Dipterocarpi,  or  Wood  Oil.) 

This  balsam  has  been  used  in  India  as  a substitute  for 
copaiba,  to  which  it  bears  a strong  resemblance,  but  it  is 
inferior  in  every  respect  as  a diuretic.  Good  results  have, 
however,  followed  its  use  in  leprosy,  when  used  as  a local 
application,  and  given  internally  in  2 dram  doses  at  the  same 
time.  Its  local  application  (1  to  (!  of  lime  water)  is  a good 
remedy  in  chronic  eczema. 


Haemoglobin. 

In  a recent  number  of  the  Deutsche  Mcdizinal  Zeitung  the 
great  utility  and  value  of  this  physiological  remedy  is  referred 
to,  and  there  can  be  little  doulA  that  the  advantages  claimed 
for  it  by  Ziemssen  will  be  sustained  by  further  experience. 
The  hfemoglobin  is  extracted  from  pure  blood  obtained  from 
the  ox,  and  is  administered  in  the  form  of  a large  pill  or  bolus 
coated  over  with  chocolate  and  weighing  over  half  a dram. 
Two  such  pills  arc  given  three  times  a day,  and  arc  so  easily 
assimilated  and  so  absolutely  free  from  insoluble  or  irritatin» 
ingredients  that  they  have  already  given  good  results  in 
chlorosis  and  in  various  forms  of  aiuemia,  though  the  actual 
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amount  of  iron  in  each  pill  is  i^erhaps  not  more  than  of  a 
grain. 

Vachetta  has  strongly  urged  the  use  of  another  salt  of  iron, 
i.e.,  the  Albuminate,  for  which  he  claims  somewhat  similar 
advantages.  He  administers  it  in  grave  cases  of  ancemia  in 
doses  of  6 to  15  grains  every  6 or  8 hours,  and  has  obtained 
striking  results  by  injecting  a 10  or  20  per  cent,  aqueous  solu- 
tion hypodermically,  or  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  no  evil 
effects  ever  following  its  use,  the  hfemoglobin  of  the  blood  is 
rapidly  increased,  and  the  hmmopoietic  organs  are  stimulated. 


Hamemelis.  (Witch  Hazel.) 

The  leaves  of  //.  Viir/vnioa  are  official  iu  the  Pharmacopoeia 
of  the  United  States.  They  contain  a bitter  principle,  but  no 
alkaloid  has  been  isolated,  the  active  constituent  being  probably 
a volatile  oil.  The  bark  possesses  similar  properties. 

Witch  hazel  bark  has  long  been  used  by  the  Indians  of 
North  America  as  an  astringent,  and  since  its  introduction  to 
medicine  has  been  found  to  be  an  astringent  and  styptic  of 
considerable  power.  In  ejristawis,  hcemalemeHis,  hcuynojitysis, 
hoimaturia,  menorrhagia,  and  especially  in  hemorrhage  from 
piles,  it  has  checked  bleeding  when  other  remedies  failed.  In 
what  way  it  effects  these  satisfactory  results  is  by  no  means 
certain,  as  it  is  not  rich  in  the  ordinary  astringent  princijiles 
— tannin,  &c.  It  acts  both  locally  and  constitutionally,  but  it 
is  chiefly  for  its  local  action  that  it  is  most  used.  A liquid 
prepared  by  mixing  1 part  of  the  tincture  (bark  2 oz.,  proof 
spirit  1 pint)  with  20  of  water  makes  a lotion  for  wounds  and 
ulcers,  or  an  injection  for  bleeding  or  ulcerated  piles,  which 
can  be  easily  retained.  It  also  is  benefleial  in  gonorrhoea, 
lexieorrhaia,  &c.  In  all  cases  it  is  wise  to  administer  it 
internally  as  well,  in  5 minim  doses  3 or  4 times  a day. 
There  is  an  extractive  known  as  Hamamelin,  the  dose  of 
which  is  about  1 gr.  in  pill,  and  Burrows,  Welcome  & Co.  have 
introduced  an  elegant  distilled  liquid  extract,  the  dose  of 
which  is  about  ^ dram  ; it  is  known  ns  Hazeline.  Hamemelis 
is  not  toxic,  and  no  very  definite  action  upon  the  vascular 
system  can  be  demonstrated  by  experiment.  Dujardin- 
lieaumetz  believes  it  has  a specific  effect  upon  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  coating  of  the  veins.  It  has  been  recently 
e.xtolled  as  a I’emedy  in  dysmeuorrhoea,  relieving  pain  and 
languor  and  producing  a comfortable  feeling  of  exhiliaration. 
Brunton  found  it  in  some  cases  of  hemoptysis  to  be  more 
ellicicnt  than  either  ci’got  or  digitalis.  The  writer  has  used  it 
very  extensively  as  a local  application  to  varicocles  and  varicose 
veins  witli  a considerable  amount  of  success,  and  as  an  enema 
(1  oz.  Ilazclinc)  iu  Ijlecding  hmmorrhoids. 
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A suppository  containing  a grain  of  the  extractive  or  an 
equivalent  of  10  to  20  minims  of  the  tincture  (evaporated),  or 
an  ointment  of  1 to  8 of  the  tincture,  is  very  good  treatment 
for  painful,  ulcerated,  or  bleeding  licBmorrlioids. 


Hedeoma.  (Pennyroyal.)  U.S.P. 

The  leaves  and  tops  of  Hedeoma  pulegioides  yield  a volatile 
oil  'which  has  long  been  a domestic  antispasmodic  and  car- 
minative, like  the  oil  of  peppermint.  It  has  a decided  stimu- 
lating action  upon  the  uterine  functions,  and  has  been  for  a 
long  time  administered  to  increase  the  scanty  menstrual  dis- 
charge or  to  establish  the  absent  flow  in  amenorrlicea  not 
depending  upon  organic  disease.  5-10  minims  will  be  found 
to  be  a full  dose,  and  generally  will  produce  marked  evimena- 
gofjue  action. 


Helenin 

Is  the  active  principle  of  Inula  Campana,  or  Inula  Helenium 
(Elecampane).  It  has  been  of  late  tried  by  Valenzuela,  Korab, 
and  others,  and  found  to  be  a remedy  of  considerable  power  in 
2>hthms,  bronclto-pneu7no7iia,2)ert2cssis,  and  enteric  affections. 
The  former  observer  states  that  it  is  a more  powerful  anti- 
septic than  boracic,  salicylic,  or  carbolic  acids,  and  is  unirri- 
tating. He  used  an  injection  (1  in  1,500)  in  cases  of  septi- 
cemia from  retained  placenta,  “with  horrible  fetor,”  with 
striking  results.  In  ozeena  and  anthrax  it  was  equally  satis- 
factory. Internally,  when  given  in  chest  affections,  it  dim- 
inishes thoracic  pain,  cough,  and  purulent  expectoration, 
which  latter  becomes  gelatinous.  There  are  no  symptoms  of 
narcotism,  and  the  appetite  improves  and  feverishness  is 
reduced.  In  the  General  Hospital  at  Madrid  it  has  been  very 
extensively  employed,  and  -with  marked  success,  in  the  early 
stages  of  tuberculosis.  Ferran  has  pronounced  its  action  upon 
the  cholera  bacillus  to  be  more  destructive  than  any  other 
agent.  It  has  been  given  by  Baeza  in  the  diarrhcca  of  infancy, 
in  doses  of  gr.  in  water,  with  syrup  and  mucilage,  and  to 
adults  in  doses  of  ^ to  2 grs.  It  promises,  from  the  •Si)anish 
accounts  of  its  use,  to  become  one  of  our  most  valuable  thera- 
peutic weapons. 


Hoangnan. 

Under  this  name  the  Strychnos  gautheria  belonging  to  the 
Loganiaccm  has  been  long  known  to  the  natives  of  Tonquin  as 
an  alleged  remedy  for,  and  preventative  against  hydrophobia 
It  has  been  lately  administered  for  these  purposes  in 
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America,  France,  and  Germany,  but  no  definite  results  have 
been  published,  though  the  drug  has  attached  to  it  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  The  bark  is  used  made  into  pills  with  alum 
and  realgar,  and  2i  grs.  of  it  is  administered  in  a spoonful  of 
vinegar  as  soon  as  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  show  them- 
selves, and  grs.  are  afterwards  given  every  15  minutes  till 
the  full  physiological  action  of  the  drug  is  manifested.  This 
is  known  by  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  legs, 
hands,  and  feet,  and  nervous  twitchings  about  the  chin. 
Preventative  treatment  consists  in  gr.  of  the  bark  given 
during  the  day  after  the  innoculation  with  the  poison  of 
rabies,  double  this  the  second  day,  treble  the  third  day,  and  so 
on  till  the  physiological  symptoms  show  themselves. 


Homatropine 

Is  one  of  a series  of  artificial  alkaloids  produced  by  the 
action  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  on  salts  of  tropeine.  It 
produces  mydriatic  effects,  weaker,  and  in  some  respects  pre- 
ferable to  those  produced  by  atropine  ; thus,  a (4  grs.  to  1 oz.) 
solution  of  the  hydrobromate  of  homatropine  will  paralyse 
accommodation — the  paralysis  will  entirely  disappear  inside  24 
hours;  the  dilatation  of  the  pupil  disappeai-s  generally  within  48 
hours,  whilst  the  effects  of  atropine  do  not  pass  off  for  several 
days,  during  which  the  patient  is  unable  to  use  his  eyes.  It 
has  been  used  internally  where  atropine  appeared  to  be  indi- 
cated, but  with  results  much  less  satisfactory  than  when  ap- 
plied to  the  conjunctiva. 


Hopein. 

It  is  announced  in  Dcr  Fovtsohritt  (June~20i-JS85)  that 
Williamson  and  Springmuel'have  at  last  thoroughlyjsucceeded 
in  isolating  what  has  long  been  believed  to  exist— ;4ne  narcotic 
alkaloid  of  hops.  In  the  McAical  Record  (Augufet  16)  will  be 
found  a resume  of  their  experiments  ^^-ith  Afferent  kinds  of 
hops.  It  was  found  that  English  and  Germim_hops  contained 
this  narcotic  principle  in  quantities  too  minute^r  isolation. 
The  wild  American  hop  was,  however,  found  to  cdptain  it  in 
sufficient  proportions  to  permit  of  a quantity  bcirig  obtained 
for  physiological  investigation.)  Large  quantities  6f  these  were 
boiled  under  high  pressure  with  a pure,  slightly  acidified  solu- 
tion of  grape  sugar.  Thmi^ulting  liquid  was  filtered  through 
asbestos  and  condensed  m a vacuum  at  a low  terndMirature,  and 
the  alkaloid  was  then  extracted  from  it.  It  is  nectyess  to  say 
that  little  has  been  sincb^letcrmined  of  its  pharaacological 
action,  but  enough  has  bccumade  out  to  show  thauit  is  almost 
as  powerful  as  morphine,  ^vithout  any  of  its  ^jectiouable 
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after-consequences,  and  foon  the  results  of  the  further  exami- 
nations will  be  made  knawn. 


Hydrastis  Canadensis.  (Golden  Seal.)  U.S.P. 

The  rhizome  and  rootlets  of  this  plant  have  been  found  to 
possess  stomachic  tonic  properties  of  an  unmistakable  value 
and  it  has  been  used  to  take  the  place  of  alcohol  in  conva- 
lescence from  prolonged  drinking  associated  with  catarrhal 
inflammation  of  the  stomach.  Its  physiological  action  has 
been  studied  by  Bartholow,  who  finds  it  to  be  an  excito-motor 
closely  resembling  strychnine,  and,  though  less  powerful  its 
effects  are  of  longer  duration.  It  is  mildly  aperient,  ’and 
slightly  stimulates  the  liver,  and  is  hence  useful  in  clivoyiic 
constipation,  and  appears  to  exert  some  alterative  action  upon 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  urinary 
tract  during  its  excretion,  which  has  led  to  its  successful  use  in 
hmmorrliouls,  gonorrlicea,  ulcerations,  and  prolajysus  of  the 
anus,  leucorrhcea,  &c.,  in  which  cases  its  internal  administra- 
tion should  be  always  supplemented  by  local  applications 
bchatz  has  reported  striking  results  obtained  in  gyua3colo<^ical 
practice  from  the  use  of  Hydrastis.  He  finds  it  to  act°like 
ergot,  only  more  beneficially,  in  uterine  hcemorrhaqe  and  in 
cases  of  myoma. 

Dose— Of  the  powdered  root,  30  grs.,  infused  in  1 oz.  boilin<^ 
water,  or  10  to  20  minims  of  the  fluid  extract.  ° 

Dose— Of  the  white  crystalline  alkaloid  Hvdrastinp— 1 to 
4 gts.  m pill,  or  2 to  8 grs.  of  the  jellorr  ecIeS  prlp^tio? 
Hyd)  astin;  or  ^ to  1 dram  of  the  tincture  (root  2 oz  to  1 nint 
proof  spirit)  in  1 oz.  water.  Bartholow  uses  1 di'am  of  the 
alkaloid  in  4 oz.  mucilage  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhma,  and 
hillys  recommends  2 di-ams  of  the  tincture  to  1 pint  of  water 
for  the  same  purpose  This  latter  may  be  used  as  a local 
application  to  chapped  nipples,  stomatitis,  otorrhcca,  ozoena 
and  foul  excoriations.  ’ 


Hydrargstrum  Formidatum. 

The  formamide  of  mercury  was  introduced  by  Liebreich  as 
an  anti-syphilitic  remedy.  He  believes  it  undergoes  disintc- 
pation  in  the  blood  after  hypodermic  injection,  mercury 
being  set  free.  It  does  not  precipitate  albumen  or  cause  any 
irritation  of  the  subcutaneous  coiinectiye  tissue.  Scarciizio 
prefers  the  hypodermic  administration  of  calomel  in  sJsnen- 
sion,  and  fehocmakcr  injects  gr.  of  the  pure  iierchloridc 
deeply  into  the  tissues.  It  is  claimed  for  the  calomel  that 
only  4 injections  of  40  centigrammes  in  .all  is  enoup-h  fm- 
ordinary  cases  of  syphilis.  The  experience  of  all  who  h.aTO 
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used  mercury  much,  tends  to  prove  that  many  months,  snd 
even  years,  must  be  spent  before  the  poison  of  syphilis  is 
eradicated  by  this  or  any  other  di’ug. 

Kopp  and  Schmitt  have  tried  the  formamide  with  satisfac- 
tion. From  half  to  a whole  Pravaz  syringeful  of  a 1 per  cent, 
aqueous  solution  is  injected  two  or  three  times  a day. 

Hydrargyrum  Tannicum  Oxydulatum. 

This  preparation— introduced  by  Liistgarden  as  a remedy  in 
svphilis— is  a tannate  of  the  protoxide  of  mercury,  and  con- 
tains 50  per  cent,  of  the  metal.  It  is  a green  tasteless  powder, 
which  decomposes  upon  the  addition  of  weak  alkalies,  setting 
free  mercurial  globules,  and  it  is  believed  that  such  a decom- 
nosition  takes  place  in  the  bowels,  and  the  minute  particles  of 
mercury  find  their  way  into  the  blood.  One  cl^ecigramme 
ers  ) is  administered  3 times  a day.  Kaposi  has  used  it 
Uh  benefit  in  many  cases  of  syphilis.  It  does  not  produce 
any  unpleasant  after-consequences  or  disarrangement  of  the 
digestion. 

Hydrangea  Arborescens. 

Dr.  Edson  has  obtained  good  results  from  1 dr  doses  of  the 
fluid  extract  of  this  plant  in  a case  of  renal  calculus  where  the 
patient  fainted  from  pain.  The  urme  contained  pus  and 
blood.  The  remedy  was  fii’st  used  about  half  a centmy  a^ 
amongst  the  Cherokees,  and  further  experience  of  it  is  requmed. 

Hydrocotyle  Asiatica.  (Asiatic  Pennywort.) 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  have  been  largely  used  for  leprosy 
in  the  East,  and  at  home  it  has  been  considered  a remedy  ot 
some  power  in  chronic  syphilis  and  struma  m pills  containing 
4 grs.  each  of  the  powdered  leaves— 2,  three  times  a day. 

Hydrochinon  or  Hydroquinone.  CgHiOi. 

This  diatomic  phenol  is  a derivative  of  coal  tar,  is 
isomeric  with  resorcin,  and  has  been  found  by  Biiepr  and 
Seifert  to  possess  properties  not  inferior  to  quinme.  It  occure 
in  sweet  c^olourless  crystals,  and  has  been  given  m typhoid  and 
typhus  fevers  and  many  other  diseases  where  a high  tempera- 
tuin  hi  been  recorded.  Rostoshinsky  finds  it  invanab  y 
reduces  the  fever  temperature  rapidly,  a gramme  dose  causi  ^ 
I fan  of  6 or  more  degrees.  Its  effects  are  more  evanescent 

th.an  quinine  or  autipyrin,  a smart  rigor  generally  issm^^^ 
a rise  in  4 or  6 hours  again.  The  respiration  and  pulse  are 
lowered,  and  perspiration  occurs.  It  is  safe,  and  P 
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duce  buzzing  in  the  ears,  headache,  kc.,  and  it  can  be  given 
continuously  in  10  to  15  gr.  doses. 


Hydrogen  Peroxide.  (Hydroxyl.) 

A solution  prepared  by  treating  peroxide  of  barium  with 
hydrochloric  acid.  It  has  been  administered  as  a disinfectant 
and  alterative,  like  iodine,  in  (jlanchilar  swellings  on  theoreti- 
cal grounds,  in  pertussis,  scarlatina,  diabetes,  alhuniimiria, 
and  fevers,  as  an  antidote  to  the  alkaloids,  and  in  dyspncca  and 
rheumatism,  but  with  little  results  to  encourage  its  use.  Its 
local  ajjplication  to  gjuinilent  wounds,  chancres,  and  sores  is 
attended  with  marked  benefit.  It  is  a powerful  antiseptic  and 
antiferment,  destroying  organised  ferments  with  great  avidity 
without  having  any  effect  upon  diastase  fermentations,  and 
as  a surgical  dressing  probably  will  win  its  way  to  a high 
place  ultimately.  A 12  per  cent,  solution  has  recently  been 
proved  to  be  of  peculiar  value  as  a disinfecting  application, 
applied  to  the  middle  ear  to  check  chronic  suppurative  inflam- 
mations. It  is  the  basis  of  the  disinfectant  known  as  Sanitas. 

Dose — i to  2 cb's.,  largely  diluted  with  water. 


Hygrinic  Ether. 

The  exact  composition  of  this  body  is  not  clearly  made  out. 
It  is  a derivative  of  hygrine,  according  to  Calmels,  and  its 
isolation  and  discovery  have  only  been  recently  announced  by 
Panas,  who  found  that  the  cocaine  obtained  as  a second 
extraction  fi'orn  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa  caused  a wide  dilata- 
tion  of  the  pupil.  _ Further  investigation  resulted  in  the  finding 
of  this  new  mydriatic,  which  causes  no  anesthesia,  and  whose 
dilating  effects  pass  off  much  quicker  than  those  of  ati-opine  • 
they  generally  only  last  24  hours.  ’ 


Hyoscyamia.  (Hyoscyamine.) 

An  alkaloid  of  hyoscyamus.  It  is  identical  with  daturine  and 
duboisine,  and  closely  resembles  atropine,  with  which  it  is 
isomeric.  It  is  in  acute  mania  that  these  alkaloids  have  been 
used  with  greatest  success,  and  amophous  hyoscyamine  in 
doses  of  i to  §,  or  1 gr.,  may  be  given  liy  the  mouth  or  hvno- 
dermically. 

Seguin  has  found  gi-eat  benefit  from  hyoscyamine  in  ymra- 
lysis  agitans  and  chronic  chorea,  and  the  following  is  Murrell’s 
summary  of  his  experience  of  the  drug  1.  It  is  a mydriatic 

In  small  doses  it  reduces  the  cardiac  pulsations  and  in' 
creases  arterial  tension.  1 1 may  cause  a fall  of  temperature  or 
create  a rash.  It  often  gives  rise  to  hallucinations  and  de- 
li 2 
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lirmm.  3.  In  large  doses  it  increases  the  pulse  rate,  produces 
partial  paralysis,  and  induces  sleep.  4.  It  is  indicated  in 
mania,  restlessness,  delusions  of  persecntion,  dementia  with 
agitation  and  destructiveness,  epileptic  mania,  insomnia, 
chorea,  paralysis  agitans,  hysterical  spasms,  tremor,  neuralgia, 

&c.  6.  In  mania  and  allied  states,  it  induces  sleep  with  great 

certainty.  6.  In  the  status  epilepticus  it  shortens  the  attack 
materially.  7.  It  is  a diuretic.  8.  Its  curative  power  is  not 
great,  and  in  most  spasmodic  diseases  it  is  only  a palliative. 

Dr.  Seguin  suggests  that  in  cases  of  very  acute  chorea,  where 
death  is  threatened  by  incessant  motion,  hyoscyamine  may 
prove  of  benefit  by  securing  muscular  relaxation  with  cer- 
tainty, thus  allowing  the  patient  to  rest,  and  giving  time  for 
other  remedies  to  act. 

Professor  H.  C.  Wood  has  recently  studied  the  action  of  this 
substance.  He  points  out  the  probable  cause  of  the  discre- 
iiancies  noticed  in  the  reports  of  various  observers,  by  showing 
that  there  are  two  distinct  substances— Hyoscyamine,  which  is 
not  crystallised  ; and  a much  more  active  and  pure  crystalline 
alkaloid  to  which  the  name  Hyoscine,  as  pointed  out  by 
Ladenburg,  is  given.  Merck’s  crystallised  hydrobromate,_  or 
hydriodate,  in  the  original  packages,  are  the  only  salts  which 
can  be  relied  upon,  and  the  dose  is  gr.,  liyyiodermically  or  , 
by  the  mouth.  He  finds  it  to  have  decided  hyimotic  powers,  , 
with  a spinal  sedative  action,  and  a feeble  depressant  effect 
upon  the  circulation  and  freedom  from  unpleasant  after  resirits.  I 
It  has  given  veiw  satisfactory  results  in  acute  mania,  delirium  i 
tremens,  and  2)ertussis.  It  has  little  real  anodyne  or  pam- 
relieving  powers,  but  is  a pure  hypnotic. 


Ichthyol, 

Is  a tarry  looking  semi-solid  substance  with  a gaseous  odour, 
containing  about  10  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  obtained  by  distilla- 
tion from  a bituminous  rock  in  the  Tinol,  which  has  been 
regarded  geologically  as  being  formed  by  decomposed  animal 
matters,  chiefly  from  fish.  Unna,  of  Hambui-g,  from  a con- 
sideration of  its  tar-like  nature  and  richness  in  sulphur 
introduced  it  to  the  profession  as  a remedy  for  various  ch  rome 
shmi  diseases.  He  obtained  good  results  in  psiuvusw 
and  found  that  it  was  impossible  almost  to  produce  irritation 
by  its  application,  even  if  covered  with  oiled  silk.  « “i^es 
with  lard,  vaseline,  and  oils,  and  is  soluble  in  a mixture  of 
ether  and  rectified  spirit.  Dr.  A.  Sinclair  has  used  it  ^Jl  a 
fair  amount  of  success  in  several  cases  of  inirtcrate  ecuma. 
He  found,  in  the  case  of  an  infant,  that  an  application  of  1 
part  of  ichthyol  with  5 of  vaseline  was  followed  within  tuo 
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hours  by  a deep  stupor,  which  lasted  twelve  hours,  the  patient 
ultimately  recovering.  This  case  should  serve  as  a caution 
against  the  reckless  use  of  a drug  which  promises  to  be  of 
considerable  value. 


Ingluvin. 

A powder  prepared  from  the  gizzard  of  the  common  fowl. 
This  substance  was  introduced  as  a variety  of  pepsin  to 
supplement  the  action  of  the  gastric  juice  in  atonic  dyspepsia 
and  conditions  of  the  stomach  where  the  natural  pepsin  was 
deficient.'  It  has  been  proved  that  ingluvin  exerts  a very  feeble 
digestive  action  upon  albuminous  foods  outside  the  body, 
nevertheless,  unmistakably  good  results  have  been  achieved 
by  the  administration  of  this  substance  in  some  stomach 
troubles.  It  is  in  the  vomiting  ot  pregnancy  that  it  has  earned 
for  itself  some  reputation.  It  has  been  found  more  efficacious 
in  the_  vomiting  of  primiparm,  especially  if  associated  with 
antemia ; it  should  be  given  very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
repeated  every  4 hours  in  10  to  20  gr.  doses.  It  has  been 
found  useful  by  Dr.  Dobbs  in  the  dyspepsia  and  flatulence  of 
gj/ithisis. 


Iodized  Phenol. 

A dark  thick  liquid,  or  semi-solid  paste,  prepared  by  rubbing 
at  a gentle  heat,  iodine  1 oz.  and  piu’e  carbolic  acid  4 oz.  till 
dissolved.  It  is  a caustic  and  powerful  alterative  when  applied 
to  uterine  ulcerations,  and  is  the  best  local  treatment  for 
abrasions  and  granular  conditions  of  the  cervix.  The  writer 
has  found  it  seldom  to  fail  in  preventing  buboes  when  lio-htly 
painted  over  the  infiamed  glands.  It  is  used  with  success  for 
ringworm  of  the  scaljj  and  body. 

lodated  Phenol.— Under  this  name  Eosenfeld  has  used  a 
solution  of  4 grs.  of  iodine  and  8 grs.  carbolic  acid  in  10  drs 
of  glycerine.  Of  this  mixture  1 to  2 teaspoonfuls  are  adminis- 
tered to  children  in  6 oz.  of  water  as  an  enema  in  dysentery 
three  or  four  times  a day,  with  very  good  results.  In  one 
6 cases  were  treated  with  the  remedy,  and  only 

When  mixed  in  the  proper  proportions  carbolic  acid  has  the 
power  of  bleaching  iodine  completely,  and  the  resultinir 
colourless  liquid  possesses  all  the  virtues  of  both  substances 
and  can  be  applied  where  iodine  was  decidedly  objectionable! 

Ipomsea  Caernlea. 

Stimulating  action  upon  the  intestinal 
glandular  apparatus.  An  extract  prepared  from  the  seeds  in 
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5 to  10  gr.  doses  produces  a copious,  prompt,  and  painless 
evacuation,  not  liable  to  be  followed  by  further  purgation  or 
astringency. 


Iris.  (Blue  Flag.)  U.S.P. 

The  rhizome  and  rootlets  of  Iris  versicolor  yield  a fluid 
extract,  aud  eclectic  preparation,  in  the  form  of  a blown 
powder  This  latter  preparation,  known  as  Mdin,  is  the  one 
generally  used.  It  acts  as  a powerful  hepatic  and  intestinal 
stimulant,  and  closely  resembles  podophyllin  in  its  effects.  It 

is  believed  to  possess  alterative  properties, _ which  has  given  it 

a reputation  as  au  autisypliilitic  and.  antiscorbutic.  It  is^  a 
diuretic,  and  has  been  found  to  remove  jaundice  of  malarial 
oriqln.  U to  3 grs.  every  night  in  the  form  of  a pill,  followed 
by  a mild  saline,  have  given  good  results  in  the  vomiting  of 

’pregnancy.  , „ , - • -n 

Dose In  ordinary  bilious  attacks  2 to  6 grs.  in  pul. 


Jacaranda  Lancifoliata. 

This  plant  has  been  used  as  a remedy  for  venereal  diseases 
amongst  the  natives  of  Columbia,  and  Mr.  Mennell  has  tried 
it  with  considerable  success  in  gonorrhoea  and_  gleet,  which 
had  resisted  other  treatments.  He  gave  15  mmim  doses  of 
the  tincture  (2  oz.  to  1 pint  ?)  and  in  obstinate  gleet  mjected 
10  minims  to  1 oz.  water,  which  stopped  the  discharge  in  a short 

time. 

Kairin.  (Hydrochlorate  of  Oxyethyl-Chinoline  Hydride.) 
This  powerful  antipyretic  was  introduced  by  Filehene  ; it  is 

a chinoline  derivative.  It  is  a white  f 

171  niinleasant  stinging  and  nauseous  taste,  in  & gr.  noses, 
every  hour  or  half  hour  it  has  seldom  failed  to  reduce  the  tem- 
nlrature  in  a marked  and  surprising  manner  Its  disagreeable 
taste  and  unpleasant  after  effects  have  told  against  it,  espe- 
cially since  the  introduction  of  Antipyrin,  before  which  dru^ 

it  seems  to  be  rapidly  giving  way.  urine 

It  nroduces  copious  sweating,  and  appears  in  the  uime, 
whL'^^t  iains  a efeep  green  colour.  Morokhovez  h^s  st^^^^^ 
the  nhysiological  action  of  kairin,  and  fands  it  makes  the 
arterial  blood  a dark  brown  and  causes  it  to  coagulate  r«*dily, 
the  corpuscles  are  altered  in  shape,  and  the  t^cope 
reveals  methaimoglobin ; the  heart  becomes  dilated  thiouph 
Sry  „I  .heSLnm'scle. 
already  reported  where  dangerous 

and  some  deaths  have  been  attributed  to  its  admiuistiatio  . 
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It  has  been  given  in  nearly  every  disease  where  a high  tem- 
perature has  been  recorded.  The  temperature  must  be  taken 
every  half  hour,  and  when  a fall  to  100°  is  observed  its  use 
should  be  suspended,  as  a further  fall  is  sure  to  occur,  and  the 
rise  which  occurs,  generally  issued  in  with  a rigor,  can  be 
anticipated  by  a firrther  dose  some  hours  later  on.  The  pulse 
and  respirations  are  reduced,  and  the  kidneys  do  not  seem  to 
be  affected.  The  drug  should  be  only  given  when  moderately 
fresh,  as  the  dangerous  symptoms  liave  been  attributed  to 
changes  which  had  occurred  in  specimens  through  age.  It 
should  not  cause  any  of  the  unpleasant  effects  of  quinine,  as 
ringing  in  the  ears,  &c.,  and  it  should  be  given  freely  diluted, 
and  copious  drafts  of  water  assist  its  action.  (See  Antipyrin, 
page  504.)  

Kaolin. 

Is  native  white  silicate  of  alumina,  the  product  of  decom- 
position of  felspar  and  quartz.  It  is  a pearly  white  powder, 
and  acts  as  a protective  application  when  applied  to  weeping 
eczema,  intertrigo,  pnirigo,  impetigo,  &c.  It  is  chemically 
inert,  and  is  unacted  upon  by  the  majority  of  reagents,  and 
hence  has  been  used  as  a pill  excipient  by  Martindale  for 
permanganate  of  potassium,  nitrate  of  silver,  &c. 


Kava  Kava, 

The  root  of  Piper  iMethisticnm  has  been  attracting  consider- 
able attention.  Kava  was  prepared  from  it  by  masticating 
the  root  for  some  time  in  the  mouth,  adding  water  to  the 
fibrous  pulp  resulting  from  the  chewing,  and  straining — (Yan- 
gona  brewing).  It  is  now  generally  prepared  by  simply 
pounding  or  grating  the  root.  After  a moderate  dose  the 
effect  appears  to  bo  something  like  that  produced  by  a large 
dose  of  caffeine— a sharpening  of  the  mental  faculties  and  a 
feeling  of  freedom  from  fatigue. 

It  acts  upon  the  cord,  and  causes,  after  being  very  freely 
partaken  of,  an  ataxic  gait,  the  intellect  remaining  bright. 
Dr.  Kesteven  (Fiji)  reports  that  it  possesses  the  valuable  and" 
marked  property  of  acting  as  an  alterative  upon  the  genito- 
urinary organs.  He  has  found  chronic  gleet  and  ohstinatc 
egsUtis  readily  yield  to  its  powers.  It  is 'a  decidedly  stimu- 
lating diuretic  (Brunton),  and  Mr.  Kendall  has  found  it  to 
reduce  the  acidity  of  the  urine. 


Kola  Nut.  (Stcrculia  Acuminata). 

This  nut  has  been  used  by  the  natives  of  Central  Africa  .as 
a substitute  for  tea  and  coffee, -and  v.arious  marvellous  virtues 
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have  been  attributed  to  it.  Heckel,  Schlagdenhausen,  and 
Monnet  have  investigated  its  composition  and  action,  and  find 
that  it  contains  large  quantities  of  an  alkaloid  identical  with 
caffeine.  Monnet  found  it  produced  insomnia,  was  an  aphro- 
disiac, stimulant  to  the  cerebrum,  restrained  tissue  waste,  was 
diuretic  and  had  powerful  cardiac  tonic  properties,  and  con- 
trolled diarrhoea  and  acted  as  a general  tonic. 

Dose— 1 dr.  of  a tincture  (1  of  the  nut  to  5)  or  2 grs.  of  the 
alcoholic  extract. 


Koumiss. 


A palatable  effervescing  liquid,  prepared  by  exciting  fer- 
mentative changes  in  the  milk  of  the  cow,  or  mare. 

Sakovich  recommends  its  preparation  from  the  milk  of  the 
cow  in  the  following  manner  : — He  rubs  up  1 pint  of  a mixture 
of  the  fresh,  unskimmed  morning  milk  fi’om  the  cow,  and  cold 
water  (equal  parts)  with  15  grs.  of  German  yeast  in  a mortar. 

To  this  1 oz.  of  finely  powdered  white  sugar  is  added,  and  the 
mixture  is  poured  into  a champagne  bottle  and  exposed  for  24  | 

hours  in  a warm  place  (a  little  over  G0°F.)  After  this  it  is  ' 

carefully  corked  and  tied  down,  and  placed  in  a cool  cellar  for  | 

five  days,  after  which  time  it  is  ready  for  use. 

In  this  condition  the  casein  2)artialln  digested  by  the  fer- 
mentation, which  causes  the  sugar  to  be  changed,  into  lactic 
acid,  which  acts  in  its  turn  upon  the  casein.  This  precipita- 
tion of  the  casein  by  the  acid  relieves  the  stomach  of  some  of 


its  work.  . , . i , 

Ponomaroff  has  used  the  cow  koumiss  with  infants  success- 
fully. He  mixed  one  glassful  of  unskimmed  milk  with  2 of 
water,  added  one  teaspoonful  of  sugar  of  milk,  and_2  of  sugar 
and  one  and  a half  of  beer  yeast,  and  corked  all  up  m a cham- 
pagne bottle,  and  shook  it  frequently.  At  the  ordm.ary  tem- 
perature of  the  room  the  koumiss  was  ready  in  forty-eight 
hours,  and  contained  i per  cent,  of  alcohol.  . ^ ^ 

Koumiss  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  easily  assimilated 
and  nutritious  of  foods  and  remedies.  It  is  invaluable  lu  the 
treatment  of  all  7mgthitf  Imu/  diseases,  in  which  cases  it  ruay 
be  taken  ad  libitum.  The  weight  of  the  body  soon  markedly 
increases  under  its  use.  and  it  will  be  appreciated  when  cod- 
liver  oil  cannot  be  tolerated.  In  various  forms  of 
and  especially  in  the  diari-ha'a,  of  children,  its  use  is  attended 
with  great  benefit.  In  the  protracted  convalescence  after 
fever,  Mdney  disease,  &c.,  and  in  many  forms  of  chrome 
vomitiuq,  it  may  be  tried  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

The  great  drawback  to  the  use  of  koumiss  has  been  its 
expensiveuess  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  fresh  w len 
rcijuired. 
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Dose — 5 to  10  oz.,  three  or  four  times  a day,  or  oftener. 
Kefir.  — Under  this  name  has  recently  been  introduced  a 
new  fermented  milk,  which  has  been  used  by  the  natives  of 
the  plains  near  the  Caucasus  as  a remedy  for  anamia,  struma, 
chest  affections,  and  gastric  troubles.  It  is  like  koumiss,  and 
is  prepared  from  the  milk  of  the  cow  or  mare  by  adding  a 
remarkable  and  powerful  ferment,  the  source  of  which  is 
scrupulously  kept  secret. 

Dose — Same  as  Koumiss. 


Lappa.  (Bui-dock.)  U.S.P. 

The  root  of  Lappa  Officinalis  has  been  used  in  America  as 
an  alterative ; it  possesses  diuretic  properties,  and  appears  to 
have  more  deserving  claims  as  a remedy  in  the  class  of 
diseases  for  which  sarsaparilla  is  vaunted.  It  has  certainly 
some  power  over  chronic  scaly  skin  affections.  A tincture 
made  by  percolating  I ozs.  of  the  powdered  fruit  with  15  ozs. 
of  spirit  and  5 ozs.  water  has  been  used  with  success  in  tea- 
spoonful doses  in  psoriasis  inveterata,  where  the  palms  and 
nails  are  badly  affected. 


Leptandra.  (Culver’s  Eoot.)  U.S.P. 

The  eclectic  preparation  from  Veronica,  or  L.  virginica,  in 
the  form  of  a brownish  green  powder,  resembling  podophyllin, 
is  the  one  generally  used  in  medicine.  It  stimulates  mildly 
the  liver,  and  acts  as  an  intestinal  tonic  and  stimulant  or 
irritant,  and  has  been  used  in  diarrhaa  and  dysentery , and  as 
an  adjuvant  to  podophyllin. 

Dose,  in  pill,  1-3  grs. 


Licoperdon  Giganteum.  (Puff-ball.) 

This  common  fungus,  belonging  to  the  natural  order 
Trichogastres,  which  is  found  in  abundance  in  woods  and 
hill  districts,  has  been  long  known  to  possess  hmmostatic 
properties.  It  has  been  lately  re-introduced  into  medicine  by 
Dr.  E.  Thompson,  and  will  be  found  a most  valuable  .addition 
to  therapeutic.').  He  finds  that  it  forms  a soft  and  comfortable 
.surgical  dressing,  in  addition  to  its  hmmostatic  properties. 
The  mature  pl.ant,  which  is  about  the  size  of  a foetal  head,  is 
employed.  On  breaking  the  outer  skin,  the  dusty  m.ass,  con- 
sisting of  the  capillitium  and  spores,  is  the  portion  used.  The 
writer  has  seen  it  used  in  formidable  hrcinorrhages,  dusted 
over  the  bleeding  surface,  and  plugged  into  deep  and  tortuous 
^younds  where  the  open  ves.sels  could  not  be  re.achcd  with  a 
ligature,  and  the  ra[)id  and  effective  manner  in  which  it 
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arrested  bleeding  was  most  surprising.  He  has  seen  it  imme- 
diately arrest  copious  hemorrhages,  which  he  believes  could 
not  have  been  controlled  by  any  other  hemostatic.  How  it 
acts  is  unknown.  It  would  appear  not  unreasonable  to  hope 
that  its  internal  administration  in  hcematcmesis  and  hwmurr- 
luuie  in  typhoid  fever  might  be  followed  with  good  results. 

Hagen’s  experiments  upon  the  coagulation  of  blood  have  led 
some  to  suppose  that  the  puff-ball  acts  by  permitting  the 
blood  to  deposit  hemato-blasts  within  its  meshes,  which  thus 
become  adhesive  points  for  the  subsequent  attachments  of 
particles  of  fibrin.  The  almost  magical  rapidity  of  the  action 
of  this  blood-stauncher  seems  hardly  explicable  to  the  writer 
on  this  hypothesis.  The  objectionable  fetor  that  results  after 
the  application  of  puff-ball  to  wounds  may  be  a serious  barrier 
to  its  usefulness. 

This  fungus  has  been  known  to  produce  poisonous  symptoms 
when  eaten  raw,  but  it  is  harmless  and  agreeable  to  eat  when 
cooked. 

Malti  Extractum.  (Extract  of  Malt  or  Byne.)  U.S.P. 


Contains  the  active  principle — diastase — a digestive  ferment 
possessing  the  property,  even  when  exceedingly  diluted,  of 
changing  starch  into  sugar,  like  the  ptyalin  of  the  saliva.  Its 
efficacy  depends  entirely  upon  the  amount  of  diastase  present, 
which,  in  many  of  the  syrupy  extracts  to  be  met  with,  is  very 
trifling.  It  is  useful  in  cases  where  the  digestive  process  is 
weak,  and  the  assimilation  of  starchy  foods  is  imperfect.  It 
is  a restorative,  and  is  regarded  as  of  more  value  than  cod 
liver  oil  by  some.  It  may  be  given  in  doses  ranging  from  a 
teaspoonful  to  a tablespoonful  in  milk,  wine,  beer,  porridge, 
tea,  or  cod  liver  oil  after  meals.  Its  high  nutritive  value 
renders  it  an  agent  of  great  utility  in  phthisis,  serif nla, 
ricJicts,  and  many  toasting  diseases.  It  is  a good  plan  to  mix 
it  with  the  food  before  being  swallowed  in  dyspepsia,  n.nd 
wherever  the  digestive  functions  seem  to  be  seriously  impaired. 
It  will  not  act  in  acid  fluids,  and  consequently  is  of  most  value 
when  given  at  a time  when  the  acidity  of  the  stomach  is  least. 
Combined  with  cod  liver  oil,  malt  extract  is  of  great  value, 
and  the  writer  has  obtained  most  gratifying  results  with 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  & Co.’s  preparation  in  wasting  pul- 
monary disease. 


I 


Manaca.  (Vegetable  Mercury.) 

The  root,  wilh  portions  of  the  attached  stem  covered  with 
bark,  of  the  scrophulariaccous  plant  ( Franeiscca  Iniflora) 
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has  been  long  used  by  the  Indians  as  a remedy  for  rheumatism 
and  syphilis.  Kecent  experience  of  its  use  in  America  has 
shown  that  it  has  very  decided  action  in  sub-aoute  and  chronic 
rheumatism.  Its  virtues  have  been  vaunted  in  scrofula  and  a 
host  of  ailments,  in  which  it  will  probably  be  found  to 
possess  little  or  no  powers.  It  appears  to  be  a diuretic  and 
emmenagogue. 

Dose— 20  to  60  minims,  or  even  2 drs.,  of  the  fluid  extract 
(1  to  1)  or  10  grs.  of  the  powdered  bark. 


Mango.  ( Maynifera  Indica.) 

Used  by  the  Indians  as  a masticatory,  is  an  astringent  with 
special  tonic  action  upon  mucous  membranes,  and  has  been 
l*'ghly  recommended  in  heemorrhages  and  mucognirulent  dis- 
charges from  the  uterus,  intestines,  and  bronchi.  A liquid 
extract  (1  in  1)  made  from  the  leaves  and  stems  may  be  taken 
in  doses  of  5 to  10  minims  every  two  or  three  hours  in  water. 
It  does  not  disarrange  the  digestive  organs,  and  is  pleasant  in 


Menispermin.  (Yellow  Parilla.) 

The  eclectic  extract,  in  the  form  of  a brownish  powder,  con- 
aimng  the  active  principle  of  Men/.yjenmfui  Canadense 
(Canadian  Moonseed),  U.S.P.,  and  M.  fenestratum.  It  is  a 
weak  intestinal  stimulant,  and  possesses  no  power  over  the 
iver.  It  IS,  however,  a valuable  tonic,  and  has  been  given  in 
in  p^lf  and  as  an  alterative  remedy  in  constipation,  2-5  grs. 


Methylic  Alcohol.  (Pyroxylic  Spirit,  or  Wood  Naphtha.) 

disHlfntl“^P.?’  a product  of  the  destructive 

aS  ^ remedy  tov phthMs, 

and  .fi-  ^ ^ powerful  influence  over  the  hacking  cough, 

tuW  vomiting  of  the  latter  stages  of 

‘'IS  ‘'i  sedative  to  the  respiiatory 
S it  J oppleasant  odour  is  a great  barrier  to  its  use.  It 
svrt  ° of  10  minims  in  peppermint  water  .and 

syrup.  Spirit  of  wme  mixed  with  10  iier  cent  of  this  sub 

z Spirit,  wliich  can  be  used  for 

iime?if.s  and  lotions  wherever  ordinary  alcoliol  is  indic.atcd. 

Methylene  Bichloride. 
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acting  upon  chloroform  with  nascent  hydrogen.  Morgan 
claims  for  it  to  be  (1)  safer,  (2)  more,  rapid,  (3)  more  manage- 
able,  (4)  more  easily  recovered  from  than  chloroform,  iwo 
minutes  suffice  to  establish  anaesthesia,  and  about  two  drams 
are  enoiierli  inhaled,  like  chloroform.  It  has  been  given  1,800 
times  by  him  without  a death,  but  several  fatal  cases  have  been 
reported  in  other  hands,  notwithstanding  that  the  drug  has 
been  little  used  compared  with  ether  and  ehloroform.  It  de- 
stroys life  by  paralysing  the  heart.  _ It  is  found  by  ovarioto- 
mists  to  be  more  manageable  than  either  chloroform  or  ethei , 
and  consequently  it  is  much  used  in  the  operation  of  removing 
the  ovaries  Tenneson  has  obtained  very  satisfactory  resultb 
with  Methyl  Chloride  as  a local  anaesthetic,  the  spray  produc- 
ing in  a few  seconds  immediate  and  uninterrupted  relief  in 
sciatica,  rheumatic  pains,  &c. 

Mistletoe. 

Viscum  Album  has  been  used  in  America  a,nd  in  this  oountay 
as  a remedy  possessing  qualities  similar  to  digitalis,  and  bene- 
ficial resultsSiave  followed  its  use  \\\  heart  afcctwns  and 
dropsies.  It  has  been  found  that  this  drug  possesses  also 
strong  ecbolic  action,  which  promises  to  give  it  a place 
amongst  our  emmenagogue  remedies. 

p)ose 5 to  30  minims  of  a tincture  (1  to  8 of  spirit). 

Muscariii. 

The  active  principle  of  poisonous  fungi ; is  obtained  from 

Amanita  or  Ayaricus  muscaria-Y\j  ^ 

pared  synthetically.  It  resembles  pilocarpine  closely  m its 
Son  ttius  it  causes  profuse  salivation,  perspiration,  lachr^- 

gives  rise  to  rnlher  forcible  end  pnmft.l  m.etun- 

tion  ■ sometimes  to  nausea  and  diarihoea.  ., 

When  applied  in  solution  (10  per  cent.)  to  the  eye,  it 

dilates  aud  when  swallowed  it  contracts,  the  pupi  . ^ ^ 

Itls’atoinistered  in  the  form  of  a mjection  of 

j-  tn  a or  of  the  nitrate  in  5 minims  of  watei,  and  has  oeen 
liven'  in  smaller  doses  by  the  mouth  with  success  for  the  night 

S'with  the  exception  of  the  local  mydriatic  and 

Na,pMhalin.  C„H.. 

In  white  crystals,  obtained  by  the  ^^"m Jkin^^^ 

ami  it  is  formed  in  (luantity  during  the  process  of  gas  makin,. 
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It  is  a powerful  destroyer  of  all  forms  of  minute  life,  and  a 
valuable  aseptic  and  antiseptic  for  the  treatment  of  7vounds. 

It  is  innocuous  to  man  and  the  higher  animals,  and  Liicke, 
who  introduced  it  at  Strasburg,  used  it  very  extensively  in  the 
form  of  fine  powder  to  indolent  ulcers,  sloughinff  tvounds,  open 
cancers,  and  chancres,  as  well  as  to  fresh  wounds  and  stumps, 
and  for  disinfecting  cavities.  Dovodtchikoff,  Jatzuta,  Linden- 
baum,  Diakonoff,  and  many  others  have  used  this  remedy  as  a 
surgical  dressing  to  icounds  and  ulcers  with  great  satisfaction. 
It  is  cheap,  clean,  disinfecting,  produces  rapid  growth  of 
gi’anulations  and  cicatrices,  diminishes  irritability  and  pain, 
and  its  application  is  very  simple  and  easy.  The  first- 
mentioned  authority  recommends  the  remedy  in  fine  pure 
powder,  to  be  dusted  over  the  ulcers  twice  daily,  covered  with 
oiled  silk,  and  bandaged. 

Eossbach  has  expressed  himself  in  the  highest  terms  of 
Naphthalin  as  an  intestinal  disinfectant.  He  finds  that  it  is  so 
difficult  of  solution  that  it  can  be  administered  in  doses  fatal 
to  all  minute  organisms  in  the  intestinal  tube  from  mouth  to 
anus  without  doing  the  patient  any  harm,  as  it  is  not  absorbed. 
He  recommends  it  in  typhoid  fever,  diarrhoea,  and  dysentery, 
and  it  has  been  loudly  praised  as  a remedy  of  great  promise  in 
cholera.  Upon  the  authority  of  Rossbach  the  drug  has  been 
quite  recently  administered  by  several  others — notably  by 
Karst — who  do  not  speak  in  any  glowing  terms  of  its  intestinal 
disinfecting  powers.  It  has,  however,  been  found  to  possess 
expectorant  properties. 

Dose  for  adults— 2 to  8 grs.  every  3 or  4 hours ; for  chilch’cn 
— ^ to  2 grs.  in  wafer  paper. 


Naphthol.  C10H7OH.  (Iso-naphthol). 

) This  coal  tar  derivative  resembles  the  preceding  only  in 
% some  points.  It  is  in  minute,  shining,  white  crystals,  with  an 
agi'eeable  balsamic  odour.  It  is  poisonous  when  given  in  large 
doses,  though  Shoemaker  failed  to  poiso7i  rabbits  with  it. 
When  absorbed,  according  to  Brunton,  it  cau.scs  vomiting,  loss 
of  consciousness,  a7id  ha37uaturia. 

Its  actio7i  upon  the  skii7  resembles  that  of  tar,  and  it  is  for 
this  thiit  it  has  bcet7  inti-oduced  into  n7odici7ic.  Kaposi  u.scs  it 
with  great  benefit  in  eczema,  psoriasis,  .scabies,  chronic  ulcers, 
&c.  It  has  bcerr  likewise  used  as  a gi77-glc  in  diphtheria-,  :i7r 
injectio77  in  leucorrluea.,  yonorrha'a,  &c.,  i7i  the  strength  of  2 to 
6 per  cent.  Ointments  for  scabies  ;ind  i)soriasis  should  co7itain 
15  per  cent.  From  a careful  cxamin.ation  of  tl7C  recent  litera- 
ture of  the  Theraijcutics  of  Naphthali77  aird  Naphtliol,  oi7C  is 
forced  to  conclude  that  the  com7ncrcial  samples  used  by  so7nc 
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observers  were  very  impure,  while  the  processes  of  purification 
to  which  the  impure  drugs  have  been  submitted  have  altered 
their  composition.  In  no  other  way  can  one^  explain  the 
diverging  reports  of  Rossbach,  Schwartz  of  Zurich,  Professor 
Eichhorst,  Albertoni,  and  others. 


Nickel  Salts, 

Especiallv  the  bromide,  have  been  investigated  by  Da  Costa, 
who  has  given  it  in  epilepsy  with  advantage  and  in  congestive 
headaches  vdth  decided  benefit.  He  finds  that  much  smaller 
doses  are  necessary  than  of  other  bromides  ; thus  5 grs.  is  a fak 
dose  and  10  grs.  a very  full  dose.  It  is  a green  soluble  sub- 
stance. The  sulphate  (3  to  5 grs.  in  solutioii)  has  been 
administered  as  a nervine  tonic  in  locomotor  ataxia. 


Nitrogen. 

The  carefully-conducted  experiments  of  Valerizuela  with  this 
gaseous  element  would  lead  one  to  hope  that  with  care  it  may 
become  a remedy  of  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  He  found 
that  inhalations  of  air,  with  the  addition  of  half  its  volume  of 
nitrogen,  produced  quickening  of  pulse  and  respiration  and 
increase  of  body  heat,  soon,  however  (in  6 minutes),  followed 
bv  slowing  of  the  heart  and  breathing,  and  a marked  tali  m 
temperature,  and  elimination  of  urea,  the  effects  being  much 
the  same  as  when  rarified  air  is  breathed,  the  combustion  being 
checked  by  the  absence  of  the  usual  amount  of  oxygen.  He 
used  the  inhalations  in  cases  of  phthisis,  and  reports,  -always 
with  the  suspension  of  the  progress  of  the  disease.  Sweating, 
fever,  cough,  pain,  expectoration,  dyspnoea, 
come  much  Ick.  The  patient  eats,  sleeps,  and  digests  ^^etter, 
and  soon  begins  to  gain  in  weight.  Good  results  "eie  also 
found  in  a.^tlma  and  many  other  irritable  conditions  of  the 
pulmonary  apparatus.  The  usual  rule  was-two  inhalations  in 
the  day  for  4 to  1 hour  each.  It  would  appear  that  Nitio^en 
when  thus  used  to  dilute  atmospheric  air  may,  when  judi- 
ciously administered,  be  a valuable  antipyretic. 

Nitrites  of  Potassium  and  Sodium. 

Have  been  introduced  by  Reichert  having  ^^en  found  to 
possess  similar  properties  to  nitroglycerine  and  nitiite  of 
amyl ; thus,  within  10  to  15  minutes  after  a dose  of  o grs.  of 

cither  salt  there  follow  Hushing  of  ^ J fl 

head,  increased  frequency  of  the  pulse,  lowering  of  ■ 

pressure,  kc.  Ur.  Hay  has  tried  the  ,1^  dose  y 

angina  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  He  has  closely 
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studied  its  chemical  action  alongside  nitrite  of  amyl  and 
glonoine,  and  believes  they  all  owe  their  activity  to  the 
nitrous  acid  contained  in  them.  (See  under  Nitro-glycerine, 
page  425). 

There  appears  to  be  a decided  advantage  in  favour  of  nitrite 
of  sodium  over  the  amyl  salt  in  the  duration  of  its  influence, 
but  it  has  the  corresponding  disadvantage  of  being  slower  in 
giving  relief  unless  taken  before  the  attack,  a disadvantage 
which  caused  the  great  discoverer  of  the  virtues  of  these  salts 
(Brunton)  to  discard  it  in  favour  of  amyl. 

E.  M.  Simon  has  used  the  nitrite  of  sodium  with  good 
results  in  the  increased  arterial  tension  of  granular  kidney 
disease,  especially  when  associated  with  a weakened  and 
dilated  heart,  also  with  marked  effect  in  aortic  disease. 

It  does  not  cause  so  much  throbbing  and  headache  as 
Murrell’s  remedy— nitroglycerine.  Lublinski  has  employed 
it  in  Jtemicrania  and  in  asthmatic  complaints  of  purely 
bronchial  and  neurotic  origin  with  marked  success. 

Dose— 4 gr.  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  to  begin  with,  and 
rarely  will  3 grs.  be  required.  It  can  be  given  in  solution  in 
water. 


Oil  of  Cade.  (Huile  de  Cade.) 

: The  origin  of  this  remedy,  about  which  there  has  been 

always  some  mystery,  has  been  cleared  up  by  Dr.  Amory.  It 
is  a_  product  of  the  destructive  distillation  of  the  wood  of 
Juniperus  Oxycedrus,  manufactured  by  the  peasants  in  the 
Vai  district,  in  the  South  of  France.  For  a long  time  it  has 
been  used  now  and  then  as  a remedy  in  skin  diseases,  but  its 
, t present  popularity  dates  from  its  reintroductiou  by  Hebni, 
who  used  it  as  a parasiticide  and  stimulant  in  obstinate  scali/ 
I eczema,  y^soriasis,  and  affections  in  which  tar  has  been  em- 
I ployed.  2 drs.  of  the  oil,  mixed  with  8 drs.  of  spermaceti 
j ointment, _ or  preferably  an  ointment  prepared  by  heatino- 
, equal  weights  of  yellow  wax  and  huile  de  cade,  will  foriu 
suitable  methods  of  applying  the  drug. 


Opium  Smoking. 

Thudichum  has  advocated  this  method  of  using  opium  as  a 
remedy  in  various  diseases,  especially  to  calm  coityk,  relieve 
cephalalgia,  migraine,  and  neuralgia,  in  which  latter  aifec- 
tions  it  IS  claimed  to  bo  curative.  The  miueous  extract  of 
opium  IS  recommended  in  minute  quantities  (2-5  nrs  ')  iilacod 
m the  bowl  of  a diminutive  pipe.  It  is  claimcd'^’for  the 
method  that  it  produces  no  digestive  troubles,  and  is  not 
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likely  to  be  followed  by  the  establisbmeut  of  the  opium  habit. 
With  the  prejudice  in  this  country  against  the  horrors  of 
opium  smoking,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  it  will  ever  be 
even  seriously  tried. 


Oxygen. 

During  the  last  few  years  this  clement  has  been  tried  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases  with  very  varying  success.  Recently, 
however,  Lashkevitch  has  satisfied  himself  that  it  had  the 
power  of  markedly  lowering  excited  reflex  action,  and  sug- 
gested that  a trial  of  its  use  in  pnerjy&ral  eclampisia  might  lead 
to  good  results.  Dr.  Favr,  acting  upon  this  forecast,  has  tried 
inhalations  in  tw'o  cases  of  eclampsia  r^dth  what  must  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  a very  decided  success,  and  he  is  sanguine  that 
its  use  in  every  lying-in  hospital  will  be  soon  a matter  of 
routine  when  symptoms  of  convulsions  appear. 

Kirnberger  has  been  trying  the  value  of  Oxygen  in  levltce- 
mia  with  the  view  of  obviating  the  retarded  tissue  meta- 
morphosis which  is  characteristic  of  the  disease.  He  details 
a case  where  after  the  daily  inhalation  of  30  litres  of  the  gas 
for  10  days  the  patient — a boy — showed  marked  signs  of  im- 
provement, and  at  the  end  of  6 or  8 weeks  appeared  to  be  well. 
He  was  submitted  to  a renewal  of  the  treatment  a few  times 
during  the  six  months  following,  and  finally  was  completely 
restored  to  health. 

Dr.  Galan  has  recorded  the  successful  use  of  Oxygen 
inhalation  in  cases  of  severe  and  very  extensive  burns  inter- 
fering with  the  cutaneous  respiration  ; 70  litres  per  day  were 
used,  and  good  results  have  followed  the  use  of  oxygenated 
baths  in  similar  cases. 

Dujardin-Beaumetz  has  introduced  siphons  of  water  and 
lemonade  charged  with  oxygen  gas  (instead  of  carbonic  acid), 
which  he  has  found  beneficial  in  dyspepsia  and  yiolydipsia. 
The  writer  in  ISTI  tried  ozone  for  the  relief  of  acute  suffocative 
hroHcUtis,  but  found  that  the  relief  afforded  by  the  first  few 
moments  of  inhalation  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
increased  embarrassment  of  the  breathing  which  supervened. 


Ozoneine  is  the  name  of  a new  liquid  prepared  by  Beck, 
and  which  has  been  tested  quite  recently  by  Long  and  Brand, 
of  Toulon,  in  cholera  and  smallpox  with  encouraging  results. 
Onimus,  of  I’aris,  has  found  it  to  be  little  inferior  in  its  dis- 
infecting properties  to  pure  gaseous  ozone,  to  which  it  owes 
its  valuable  germ-destroying  qualities.  Further  experience 
will  i)robably  assign  to  it  a place  amongst  antiseptic  remedies. 
It  may  be  practical!}^  regarded  as  a saturated  solution  of  ozone. 
(See  also  under  Thcrpylene  Hydras.) 
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Pancreatine. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to 
utilise  the  digestive  ferments  contained  in  the  secretion  of  the 
pancreas,  hitherto  with  only  indifferent  success,  as  the  forms 
in  which  they  have  been  presented  generally  were  a barrier  to 
their  acceptance.  Their  proneness  to  change  and  their  odour 
prevented  them  receiving  that  trial  which  their  importance 
justified.  There  are  at  least  four  digestive  ferments  contained 
in  the  pancreas,  the  most  important  being  Trypsin,  which 
changes  proteids  into  peptones.  Of  the  other  ferments  one 
emulsifies  fats,  one  changes  starch  into  sugar,  and  one  coagu- 
lates the  casein  of  mUk.  Under  the  name  of  Pancreatine  is 
prepared  from  the  pancreas  of  the  pig  a dried  powder,  which 
is  mixed  with  pulverised  malt.  It  may  be  given  in  doses  of  3 
to  6 grs.  in  chjftpepsia.  Benger’s  Liquor  Pancreaticus  is  a 
tincture  of  the  pig’s  pancreas  made  with  weak  spirit,  and  con- 
tains at  least  3 of  the  ferments.  It  may  be  mixed  with  food 
in  teaspoonful  doses  or  added  to  nutritious  enemata.  It 
requires  an  alkaline  medium  for  the  ferments,  and  soda  may 
be  added  with  advantage.  Milk  as  warm  as  when  coming 
from  the  cow  may  be  readily  peptonised  in  this  way  by  a tea- 
spoonful of  the  liquor  added  to  each  tumblerful. 

The  preparation  sold  under  the  name  of  Pancreatic  Emulsion, 
and  supposed  to  contain  an  emulsified  and  pancreatised  animal 
fat,  is  often  a compound  which  phthisical  patients  cannot 
tolerate. 

Fairchild’s  Extractum  Pancreatis,  in  the  form  of  an  unobjec- 
tionable dry  powder,  is  by  far  the  best  preparation  introduced. 
It  can  be  added  to  the  milk  of  the  cow,  which  can  be  thus  pre- 
digested, and  is  of  enormous  benefit  in  the  feeding  of  feeble 
infants  deprived  of  the  natural  nourishment. 

Trypsin  has  been  lately  used  with  good  results  as  a digestive 
applieation  to  the  false  membrane  in  dijjhtherin.  A solution  of 
Fairchild’s  extract,  as  made  by  Burroughs,  Wellcome,  & Co., 
can  be  utilised  for  this  purpose. 


Papain  and  Papayotin. 

The  first-named  is  the  soluble  ferment  prepared  from  the 
juice  of  Ca7'ica 2>nj)aya  by  preeipitation  with  alcohol ; it  is  in 
the  form  of  a white  powder.  It  possesses  the  remarkable 
power  of  digesting  animal  substances  as  pepsin  does.  Papayotin 
is,  strictly  speaking,  the  milky  juice  obtained  by  incisions  made 
into  the  unripe  fruit,  collected  and  dried.  The  words  pap.ain 
and  papayotin  .are,  however,  often  used  synonymously.  1 n the 
West  Indies  the  papaw  juice  is  used  to  render  the  toughest 
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meat  quite  soft  and  digestible.  Bouchut  has  experimented 
with  the  ferment  and  with  the  juice  in  di’plitlieria,  and  found 
that  they  possess  the  power  of  digesting,  dissolving,  or  disin- 
tegrating the  false  membrane  when  applied  locally.  Schaeffer 
employed  the  ferment  in  nearly  50  cases  of  dijihtheria  wdth  a 
mortality  of  4 per  cent.,  whilst  Koths  and  Ash  had  a mortality 
of  nearly  50  per  cent.,  and  Drier  experienced  a death  per- 
centage of  61. 

Though  the  papain  or  papayotin  has  a decided  action  on  the 
membrane  in  nearly  every  case,  it  is  very  doubtiul  if  it  is  of 
any  use  in  diminishing  the  fatality  of  the  disease.  The  juice 
and  ferment  have  been  used  internally  with  benefit  in  dyspeiysia 
and  gastritis,  and  have  been  used  to  destroy  epithelial  cancers. 


Papaverine. 

Is  one  of  the  colourless,  crystalline  alkaloids  of  opium. 
Owing  to  impurities  and  difficulties  in  isolating  these  alka- 
loids, the  greatest  diversity  of  opinion  exists  about  their  action.  |, 
Thus  the  ordinary  dose  of  this  substance  is  given  as  i gr. 
Hoffmann  affirmed  he  took  50  times  this  quantity  without 
experiencing  any  effects  whatever.  Fronmuller  states  that  it 
is  narcotic,  and  that  it  dilates  the  pupil,  and  does  not  affect 
pulse,  temperature,  or  respiration.  Other  observers  find  it 
markedly  diminishes  these.  In  our  present  state  of  knowledge  i 
its  administration  to  man  is  not  to  be  advocated. 


Paraldehyde.  (C,;Hi..03.) 

This  fluid,  which  is  a polymeric  form  of  aldehyde,  solidifying 
below  60°  F.,  has  been  recently  introduced  as  an  hypnotic  by 
Morselli.  It  resembles  chloral  in  its  action,  only  instead  of 
weakening  the  heart  it  strengthens  it  and  diminishes  its  fre- 
quency. It  acts  as  a powerful  diuretic,  increasing  notably  the 
amount  of  urine,  but  has  no  diaphoretic  action.  It  has  been 
given  in  vicldticholid^  alcpplcssucss  from  various  causes, 

always  with  success,  and  docs  not  cause  digestive  or  cerebral 
disturbances  afterwards.  Dose— 30  to  60  minims  m water.  I 
Its  only  drawback  is  its  rather  unpleasant,  chloroform-hke  i 
odour  which  affects  the  breath  for  many  hours,  and  its  sharp,  I 
disatrrceable  taste.  It  should  be  given  in  peppermint  w.at el- 
and “syrup  or  in  almond  mixture.  The  sleep  which  it  pro- 
duces is  calm  and  refreshing,  like  natural  slumber.  It  pro-  I 
duces  no  excitement,  and  is  more  speedy  iii  its  action  than 
chloral,  and  is  not  followed  by  headache.  It  is  especially 
valuable  as  a safe  hypnotic  in  the  insomnia  of  cardiac  diseases. 
The  experiences  of  the  numerous  observers  who  h.avc  been 
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using  this  remedy  during  the  last  2 or  3 years  are  most 
gratifying. 


Parrish’s  Ssrrup.  (Syr.  Ferri  Phos.  Co.) 

This  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  extensively  employed 
of  non-official  remedies.  It  is  known  as  “ Chemical  food,”  and 
is  a valuable  and  agreeable  method  whereby  the  virtues  of  iron 
are  combined  with  the  restorative  action  of  calcium  and  other 
salts.  Each  fluid  di'am  contains — 

Phosphate  of  Iron  1 gr. 

„ Calcium  2i  grs. 

,,  Sodium  Jj-  gr. 

„ Potassium  i gi’- 

Dose — 1 to  2 drs.,  diluted. 


Pelletierine. 

An  alkaloid,  named  after  the  great  French  chemist,  is  ob- 
tained from  the  baric  of  pomegranate  root.  The  bark  contains 
four  alkaloids  or  pelletierines,  only  two  of  which  are  possessed 
of  any  anthelmintic  action,  and  it  is  chiefly  “ Pelletierine,” 
or  its  tannate,  which  is  used  in  medicine.  Brunton,  in  his 
new  work  on  “ Pharmacology,”  mentions  the  dose  as  ^ to 
§ gr.  (0-03 — 0-05  gramme)  ; this  is  either  a mistake  or  else  he 
must  refer  to  a very  pure  preparation,  which  is  hitherto  un- 
known commercially.  Those  who  have  used  the  drug  have 
employed  the  ordinary  pelletierine — or,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  Punicine — in  doses  of  12  times  this  amount — the  usual 
dose  being  about  6 to  7 grs.  of  the  sulphate,  given  either  along 
with  or  immediately  after  the  administration  of  8 to  10  grs.  of 
tannic  acid,  fasting,  and  a purge  in  about  one  hour.  This 
plan  of  treating  tapeworm  has  given  far  better  and  more 
uniform  results  than  any  other.  Von  Schroder  has  demonstrated 
the  action  of  this  remedy  outside  the  body  upon  living 
specimens  of  tmnia  serrata;  he  found  the  addition  of  tooott 
part  of  pelletierine  to  the  fluid  containing  the  parasites  caused 
their  death  in  a few  minutes.  Pelletierine  causes  an  increase 
of  blood  pressure  and  disturbs  co-ordination.  It  has  been 
given  hypodermically  in  some  forms  of  tetanus  and 

liydrophohla,  but  with  doubtful  benefit. 


Picrotoxin.  (See  page  617.) 


Pipeline.  U.S.P. 

The  alkaloidal  substance  obtained  from  Pip.  lotuiuni  and 
nigrum,  in  colourless  or  pale  yellow  crystals,  is  included  in  the 
new  U.S.P.  It  has  been  recommended  as  a substitute  for 
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quinine  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fevers.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been  supposed  that  its  antiperiodic  virtues  depend  upon 
impurities.  It  is,  nevertheless,  decidedly  antipyretic.  It  pos- 
sesses all  the  therapeutic  virtues  of  pepper,  and  has  been 
given  in  gonorrlicea,  dyspepsia,  &c. 

Dose — 5 to  15  grs. 


Piscidia  Erythrina.  (Jamaica  Dogwood)— Leguminos^. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  has  been  used  to  catch  fish,  which  are 
speedily  intoxicated  by  it.  Its  physiological  action  has  been 
studied  by  Ott,  who  finds  that  it  increases  arterial  tension  by 
stimulating  the  monarchial  vaso-motor  centre  ; that  it  soon, 
however,  weakens  the  heart,  so  that  tension  falls,  and  li^at 
a tetanoid  condition  results  from  its  stimulation  of  the  cord, 
whilst  reflex  action  is  reduced.  Its  effects  upon  the  brain  aie 
not  unlike  those  of  opium  ; it  causes  deep  sleep  in  nioderate 
doses,  which  is  not  followed  by  any  of  the  after  ill  effects  of 
opium  or  morphine.  It  relieves  pain,  as  was  pointed  out  by 
Dr.  Flamilton,  who  introduced  it.  It  appears  sometimes  to  act 
as  a specific  in  neuralgia  of  every  variety,  though  it  is  .ElGue- 
rally  experienced  that  its  anodyne  influence  is  less  than  that 
of  opium,  whilst  its  hypnotic  power  is  decidecUy  greater.  For 
insomnia,  arising  from  whatever  cause,  dogwood  appears  to 
be  a very  acceptable  drug,  for  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  it 
is  not  likely  to  enslave  like  opium.  It  relieves  cough  and 
spasm  without  affecting  the  centres  like  opium.  In  addition 
to  its  anodyne  and  hypnotic  qualities,  it  causes  saliyahon  and 
diaphoresis  and  dilates  the  pupil.  In  medicine  it  is  the  bark 
of  the  root  which  should  be  employed,  and  of  the  fluid  extrac 
(1  oz.  to  1 oz.)  from  40  to  GO  minim  doses  may  be  given,  it 
should  be  commenced  with  caution,  as  unton  aid  effects  have 
already  been  noticed,  and  it  appears  to  be 
on  different  people.  There  is  a resinous  7 

as  Piscidin,  a dry  alcoholic  extract,  which  may  be  given  in  | 
gr.  doses,  and  there  is  the  ordinary  extract.  The  liquid  is  the 

most  reliable. 

Plantago  Lanceolata.  (Plantain  or  Ribbed  Grass.) 

This  common  weed  has  been  introduced  by  Quinlan,  who 
harshown  il  to  be  a lucmostatic  of  some  value.  Applied  in 
the  form  of  a paste  made  with  the  pounded  leaf  and  glycerine, 
S as  -1  powdel-  of  the  dry  leaf,  or  as  the  ju  ce  or  gre-  extract 
it  has  been  found  by  him  to  stop  ^peedily.  He 

believes  its  action  is  partly  vital  and  partly  mechanical,  like 

matico. 
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Pongamia  Glabra.  (LeguminosiB.) 

The  deep  yellow  oil  expressed  from  the  seeds  of  this  tree, 
and  known  as  Pongamia  or  kurung  oil,  has  been  long  used  by 
the  natives  of  India  in  shin  diseases,  and  the  careful  experi- 
ments of  Dymoek  prove  the  oil  to  be  an  excellent  remedy  in 
2Jityriasis  versicolor,  rubbed  in  twice  a day.  It  has  advantages 
in  not  irritating  or  discolouring  the  parts,  and  it  may  be  used 
for  parasitic  skin  diseases.  The  oil  becomes  solid  at  tempera- 
tures below  60°  F. 


Potassii  Silicatis  Lictuor.  (Soluble  Glass  Solution.) 

This  substance  is  a powerful  antiseptic,  and  has  been  used 
(1  to  I)  as  an  application  to  erysipelas  with  encouraging 
results.  It  has  also  been  tried  in  gonorrheea,  cystitis, 
vaginitis.  See.,  but  it  is  for  its  important  use  in  making  a 
strong,  splintlike  casing  for  broken  limbs  that  it  is  used  in 
surgical  practice.  Bandages  soaked  in  this  solution  and  applied 
to  the  limb,  when  dry  give  a support  obtainable  in  no  other 
way.  Martindale  recommends  a mixture  of  2 parts  of  this 
solution  with  1 of  the  eorresponding  sodium  salt  solution  as 
affording  a liquid  which  sets  quicker  and  more  fii'mly  than 
either  solution  separately. 


Propylamine.  (Trimethylamine  or  Secaline.) 

A compound  ammonia,  obtained  by  distilling  herring  brine 
(or  decomposing  fish)  with  lime.  It  ma}’-  be  also  obtained  from 
various  vegetable  sources,  as  ergot,  arnica,  codeine,  &c.  It  has 
been  found  successful  in  the  hands  of  some  in  the  treatment 
of  acute  rheumatism,  in  which  disease  it  has  been  found  to 
relievo  pain,  reduce  temperature,  and  diminish  the  frequency 
of  the  pulse. 

Its  external  use  as  a liniment  (1  to  3 of  glycerine),  .applied 
to  the  painful  joints  of  chronic  rheumatism,  has  given  such 
relief  as  to  warrant  its  introduction  as  an  anodyne. 

Large  doses  increase  the  frequenoy  of  the  pulse,  whilst 
small  doses  exert  a sedative  action  upon  the  heart,  and  act  as 
a stimulating  expectorant. 

Dose  of  the  hydrochlor.atc,  2 grs.  every  2 hours,  or  20  minims 
of  the  distilled  solution  (20  per  cent.)  in  peppermint  water 
and  sugar,  which  disguise  its  lisliy  taste  and  smell. 


Prunus  Virginiana.  (Wild  Cherry  Bark.)  U.S.P. 

The  bark  of  Prumts  Scrotina  (not  of  Prunus  Virgiiii.an.a)  is 
a bitter  tonic,  acting  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stom.ach 
as  a slight  irritant,  increasing  its  vascul.oi’ity  and  secretion 
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like  the  older  bitters,  calumba,  &c.  This  action  is,  however, 
somewhat  antagonised  by  the  tannin  contained  along  with  the 
bitter  extractive,  which  at  the  same  time  confers  astringoit 
virtues  upon  the  remedy.  It  contains  also  amygdahn  and 
emulsin,  which  give  a percentage  of  Prussic  acid  in  the  liquid 
preparations  that  confers  properties  upon  them. 

The  bark  is  much  used  in  America,  where  the  syrup  (U.b.t .) 
is  freely  eivcn  in  teaspoonful  doses  to  allaj^  the  cough  and 
sweating  of  MUn-  infusion  (U.S.P.)  in  wineglassful 

doses  in  dys2>epsia,  or  the  tincture  m half  dram  doses  as  a tome 
in  convalescence  from  acute  diseases. 

Pulsatilla.  (Meadow  Anemone.)  U.S.P. 

Under  this  name  are  included  Anemone  Pulsatilla,  A.  j^ra- 
tevsis  and  A.  patens.  It  has  been  very  extensively  tried  in 
America.  Shapter,  who  has  watched  its  effects,  concludes  that 
it  acts  by  controlling  irritability  and  over  activity  of  the 
ganglionic  nervous  .system,  and  has  no  claim,  except  in- 
directly, to  be  classed  vdth  hellebore  and  aconite  as  a vascular 
sedative.  He  has  employed  it  in  from  Tanous 

causes,  and  found  it  beneflcial.  Clarus  found  that  it  was 
poisonous  in  large  doses  by  causing  vomiting  anc  purgin^, 
with  bloody  urine,  and  that  the  respiration,  cord,  and  medulla 

were  paralysed.  ^ 

It  has,  however,  been  given  with  success  in  spasmodic 

catarrhal  a fecfions  of  the  Ironcld,  and  m dysme- 

nm-rhcca,  amenorrhaa,  nevralyta,  and  many  other  affection., 
where  its  mode  of  acting  is  somewhat  mysterious.  And  le- 
cently  it  has  been  extolled  as  a never-failing  remedy  in  acute 
epididymitis,  in  2 minim  doses  of  the  tincture  every  _ hours. 

Anemonin,  its  active  principle,  may  1'.® 

_i_  gr.  in  pill,  or  the  tincture  of  pulsatilla  (1  to  8)  _ to  o 

minims  in  water. 

Pyridine. 

Is  a powerfully  smelling  liquid  product  of  the  drv  distilla- 
tion of^many  organic  substances,  and  is  supposed  by  Dr.  Kcsci 
to  be  th“  active  principle  of  the  various  cigarettes  and  papers 
foi  It  has  Lately  been  tried  in  asthma  with  most 

SarkSl  benefit  by  Stic  and  l^ochefontaine  Ih^^^ 
•ihmit  one  teasnooiiful  is  exposed  in  a small  loom  in  wtiicii  ine 
natkb  l placed  for  less  th.an  half  an  hour  three  times  a d.a.ix 
The  d'l/'ivna'a  is  soon  relieved,  and  the  distress  of  the  attac 
passes  off  speedily.  It  is  prob.ably  one  of  the 
during  1 he  ignition  of  a powder-a  new  patent  icmedj  lor 


NON-OFFICIAL  EEMEDIES. 


557 


asthma,  known  as  Girdwood’s  asthmatic  remedy,  which  the 
writer  has  seen  produce  marked  relief  during  the  painful 
paroxysms  of  this  disease. 

Quebracho. 

Under  the  heading  of  Aspidospermine,  page  507,  the  thera- 
peutic properties  of  the  bark  of  Aspidosperma  quebracho  are 
described.  The  bark  has  been  used  in  the  form  of  tincture 
(1  in  5)  ia  doses  of  ^ to  2 drs.— to  reduce  the  temperature  in 
feco'S,  inflammation  of  sevons  mcmlii'anes,  and  vheuiiMtism,  in 
which  cases  it  possesses  the  power  of  reducing  the  frequency 
of  the  pulse  to  a marked  degree,  as  many  as  30  beats  per 
minute,  the  temperature  falling  from  to  3°.  It  is,  however, 
in  asthma,  and  chjspncca  that  the  drug  will  be  found  most 
valuable.  (See  page  607.) 

Quinetum. 

This  is  a cheap  substitute  for  quinine  (or  quinia).  It  con- 
sists of  a mixture  of  the  alkaloids  obtained  from  the  red 
cinchona  bark.  It  possesses  all  the  properties  of  the  bark ; its 
astringency  is,  however,  feeble;  its  use  in  ague,  fevers,,  and  all 
affections  in  which  quinine  has  been  valuable  has  been 
followed  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  so  presentable  as 
quinine,  owing  to  its  dirty  white  appearance.  The  sulphate 
of  quinetum,  however,  is  a more  elegant  preparation.  As  the 
substance  known  under  the  name  of  Quinetum  consists 
chiefly  of  ciuchonidine  salts,  which  are  now  introduced  into 
the  new  PharmacoiDoeia,  it  requires  little  mention,  as  these  salts 
should  alone  be  employed  when  a cheap  cinchona  alkaloid  is 
required. 

Dose — Same  as  of  quinine,  1 to  20  grs. 

Quinine  Salts. 

Quinidinse  Sulphas. — The  neutral  sulphate  of  an  alkaloid, 
prepared  chiefly  from  6'.  Pitayensis  (U.S.P.),  in  white  silky 
crystals,  not  so  bitter  as  quinine,  and  less  expensive.  This 
salt  is  very  suitable  for  administration  to  children,  who  do  not 
object  to  its  taste  so  much  as  to  quinine. 

It  is  a valuable  antipyretic  and  antiperiodic. 

Gosc— Same  as  quinine,  but  it  is  chiefly  used  when  large 
doses  (20  grs.)  arc  required  to  bring  down  fever  heat  in  rheu- 
matism, typhus,  typhoid,  and  2)nrumonia,. 

Quininae  Hydrobromas  (U.S.I’.) — In  yellowish  lustrous 
needles.  4 grs.  dissolve  in  1 dr.  of  water  for  hypodermic  in- 
jection, which  may  be  repeated  every  I hours  without  causing 
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irritation.  The  acid  hydrobromate  of  quinine  is  more  soluble 
than  the  above,  which  is  neutral.  1 dr.  of  water  will  dissolve 
10  grs.  of  it.  Where  quinine  cannot  be  given  by  the  mouth 
this  is  the  salt  which  should  be  employed.  A very  much 
smaller  dose  is  necessary  when  injected  into  the  subcutaneous 
tissue  It  produces,  whether  taken  by  the  mouth  or  injected, 
less  unpleasant  symptoms  than  the  other  quinine  salts. 

Quininae  Lactas  bas  recently  been  shown  by  Vigier  to  be  ' 
a salt,  very  suitable  for  hypodermic  administration  in  aqueous  j 
solution  (1  to  4). 

Quininae  Salicylas.— This  salt  meets  a want  which  the  i 

physician  frequently  experiences  when  he  wishes  to  combine  I 

quinine  with  salicylic  acid  or  its  salts  in  cliTomc  or  svi-aeute  i 

rheumatism,  or  in  ncvralgia  occurring  in  rheumatic  patients.  [ 

The  method  of  prescribing  salicylic  acid  in  a mixture  with  j 

quinine  often  leads  to  the  formation  of  .an  incompatible  mess,  j 

which  accirmulates  in  the  mixture  and  adheres  like  wax  to  the  . 

sides  of  the  phial.  This  salt,  prescribed  in_  the  form_  of  pills, 

4 grs.  each  made  up  with  Proctor’s  paste,  will  give  satisfaction. 

Quininae  Valerianas  (U.S.P.)— In  white  lustrous  crystals,  | 

smelling  slightly  of  valerianic  .acid.  In  addition  to  the 
valuable  properties  of  quinine,  this  salt  possesses  superior 
power  over  neuralgia  in  hysterical  patients.  The  dose  should 
not  exceed  3 grs.,  and  should  be  given  in  pill. 

Resorcin. 

A white  crystalline  product  obtained  from  benzine.  It  is  a 

powerful  .antiseptic,  and  chemically  .and  physiologic.ally  it  is 
closely  allied  to  carbolic  acid,  over  which,  however,  it  possesses 
the  very  decided  advantages  of  being  mveh  more  sohihle,  free 

from,  o(loxer,nn(\.non-irritnti)Hi.  _ _ r . 

As  the  result  of  experiments  on  .animals  it  was  found  that 
moderately  large  doses  produce  clonic  convulsions,  quickness  of 
pulse  and  breathing;  these  disappeared  in  one  hour  ; con- 
sciousness  remainGd  elenr.  When  this  close  was  doubled  the 
convulsions  became  very  severe,  the  pupils  dilated,  and  con-  1 
sciousness  was  lost,  to  return  again  inside  two  hours.  hen 
the  dose  was  increased  death  occurred  in  30  minutes. 

It  has  antipyretic  powers,  and  P)rieger  found  that  full  doses, 
thoimh  they  only  slightly  reduccil  the  temperature,  led  to 
unpleasant  results  ; and  he  found  that  most  of  the  p.atients  so 
tre.ated  f.ainted  often,  had  singing  in  their  cars,  and  became 
violently  delirious,  .as  iu  poisoning  by  c.arbolic  acid.  Itc.auses 
profuse  perspirat  ion,  and  the  duration  of  the  fall  of  tempera- 
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ture  is  very  short.  Resorcin  is  excreted  by  the  kidneys,  as 
ether  and  sulphuric  acid.  , . , 

In  the  dlarrlicea  of  children  small  does  (1  gr.)  have  achieved 
good  results.  It  has  been  given  in  agvc,  and  was  supposed  to 
resemble  quinine  in  its  action,  but  the  large  doses  which  are 
necessary  in  this  disease  are  dangerous. 

As  a local  agent  in  diphtheria  this  remedy  promises  well, 
Andeer  having  successfully  treated  222  cases  with  it  without  a 
death.  He  applied  it  either  as  a concentrated  vaseline  oint- 
ment or  brushed  the  crystals  over  the  local  seats  of  disease ; 
this  was  frequently  repeated  in  severe  cases,  and  the  agent  was 
in  such  cases  administered  internally. 

It  is  externally  that  resorcin  promises  to  be  a remedy  of 
greatest  value,  a 2 per  cent,  solution  in  water  making  a liquid 
of  strong  antiseptic  powers,  useful  as  a dressing  lotion^  to 
n'omids  of  all  kinds  and  to  parasitic  shin  diseases.  A solution 
of  20  grs.  to  1 oz.  has  been  frequently  used  as  an  injection 
in  cystitis  and  gonorrhaa,  but  it  sometimes  causes  violent 
irritation.  A solution  of  the  same  strength  has  been  used  with 
benefit  as  a lotion  to  syphilitic  sores  and  ulcerations. 

Andeer  has  found  it  of  great  use  in  laryngeal  diseases.  It 
acts  as  a local  anaesthetic  in  these  cases,  and  if  applied  in  con- 
centrated form  it  becomes  a safe  and  painless  caustic  very 
acceptable  in  tubercular  laryngitis,  where  it  subdues  pain  and 
cough.  Mannino  and  Gatchkovsky  have  reported  most  satis- 
factory experiences  of  the  use  of  resorcin  as  a powerful  altera- 
tive to  cancerovs  groirths.  The  latter  surgeon  applied  it  either 
in  substance  or  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  (50  per  cent.)  to 
epithelial  cancers  of  the  lip,  which  rapidly  cicatrised,  and  with 
benefit  to  cancer  of  the  rectum  and  uterus  dusted  twice  daily 
with  the  powdered  drug. 

15  grs.  dissolved  in  1 oz.  of  chloroform  water  should  be  a 
maximum  dose  to  begin  with. 

1 to  5 grs.  may  be  given  in  the  diarrhoea  of  childhood. 


Rhigolene.  (Amyl  Hydride.) 

Has  been  found  by  Richardson  to  produce  loc.al  .anmsthcsia 
by  reducing  the  temperature  through  its  rapid  evaporation. 
He  found  that  a mixture  of  1 dram  of  cam])hor  and  1 of 
spermaceti  dissolved  in  2 ozs.  of  rhigolene  ai)j)licd  on  cotton 
wool  to  burns  produced  rapid  relief  from  jiaiii  by  its  evapora- 
tion, and  there  was  left  a safe  protective  coating  upon  the 
injured  surface,  which  acted  the  part  of  an  impervious  dress- 
ing. Iodine  dissolved  in  rhigolene,  making  a 1 jier  cent, 
solution,  affords  .an  excellent  means  of  depositing  this  anti- 
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septic  aud  alterative  substance  in  a state  of  minute  sub- 
division upon  the  face  of  a foul  discharging  or  syphilitic  sore. 


Rhinacanthus  Communis. 

The  leaves  of  this  popular  Chinese  and  Indian  plant  when 
bruised  aud  mixed  with  lime  juice  are  a prized  remedy  for 
ring-rcorm  axiCi gxirasitio  shin  affections.  The  tincture  of  the 
root  is  used  as  an  application  to  chronic  eczema,  tinea,  and 
psoriasis.  It  is  known  as  llong-Pang- Chong.  Internally,  it 
has  feeble  antiperiodic  and  tonic  powers  like  quinine. 


Rhus  Aromatica.  (Fragrant  Sumach.) 

This  plant  possesses  astringent  properties,  which  have  given 
it  a favourable  place  in  the  estimation  of  many  in  cystitis, 
heemorrhage,  night-sweats,  diarrhoea,  ha’inaturia,  nmiorrhagia, 
and  dysentery.  Its  pharmacology  is  not  clearly  understood, 
but  it  appears  to  have  some  selective  action  upon  the  urinary 
tract,  to  which  it  is  a tonic. 

Excellent  results  have  followed  its  administration  for  the 
nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine. 

Dose— Of  the  liquid  extract— (1  to  p 20  minims  every  two 
or  three  hours,  or  after  each  loose  motion. 

Rhus  Toxicodendron.  (Poison  Ivy.)  U.S.P. 

The  fresh  leaves  of  this  plant  cause  great  cutaneous  irrita- 
tion and  inflammation  oven  upon  slight  contact  in  some 
people,  often  great  oedema  aud  pain  supervening.  Internally, 
in  large  doses  similar  action  appears  to  be  excited  in  the 
stomach  and  intestines,  aud  even  the  emanations  from  the 
jjlant  produce  eczematous  eruptions.  It  possesses  properties 
when  given  in  minute  doses — 2 minims  of  tincture  (1  to  8) 
diluted— like  the  preceding  remedy,  aud  has  been  adminis- 
tered for  incontinence  of  urine  and  atony  of  the  bladdei . 


Rumicin.  (Fellow  Dock.) 

The  eclectic  preparation  obtained  from  Jtumex  crispns.  It 
is  vaunted  as  possessing  astringent  and  aperient  qualities  like 
rhubarb,  and  alterative  aud  tonic  virtues  in  doses  of  2 to  o 
grs.,  in  pill.  It  contains  chrysophauic  acid,  aud  has  been 
given  internally  in  psoriasis. 

Sanguinaria  Canadensis.  (Blood  Root.)  U.S.P. 

The  rhizome  of  this  pereiiuial  plant  has  been  found  in  full 
doses  to  cause  vomiting,  purging,  salivation,  dilatation  o ^ e 
pupils,  collapse,  aud  death,  preceded  occasionally  by  couiu  - 
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sions,  and  a marked  rise,  afterwards  followed  by^  a more 
marked  fall  in  arterial  tension  and  pulse.  Reflex  excitability, 
respiration,  and  muscular  contractility  are  diminished. 

Sanguinarin,  the  active  principle,  has  been  used  with  some 
success  in  bronchitis  a.uA  pneumonia,.  It  acts  as  a valuable 
stimulating  expectorant  in  chronic  bronchitis,  and  in  small 
doses  to  gr.)  it  does  so  without  irritating  the  stomach. 
In  still  smaller  doses  to  gr.)  it  may  be  given  for  atonic 
dysjmpsia,  as  it  increases  the  secretion  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines.  It  has  been  tried  in  febrile  conditions  for  its 
sedative  action  upon  the  vascular  system,  but,  as  it  only  acts 
in  this  way  in  full  doses  to  1 gr.  or  more),  which  cause 
much  irritation  of  the  stomach,  it  is  inferior  to  hellebore, 
aconite,  and  other  remedies. 

It  acts  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  has  been  given  in  functional 
uterine  ailments.  The  dose  of  the  U.S.P.  tincture  is  30  minims 
or  of  the  fluid  extract  5 minims. 

Scop olein 

Is  an  alkaloid  obtained  from  Scapolia  japonica,  which  has 
recently  been  found  by  Pierd’houy  to  cause  rapid,  painless, 
and  persistent  dilatation  of  the  pupil.  Contrasted  with  atro- 
pine, he  found  the  greatest  degree  of  mydriasis  and  paralysis 
of  accommodation  produced  in  a little  more  than  half  the 
time  required  for  the  full  action  of  atropine.  It  lasted  much 
longer,  and  was  not  overcome  by  eserine.  He  believes  that  it 
will  be  employed  in  preference  to  atropine. 


Sedum  Acre.  (Wall  Pepper.) 

The  pungent  j uice  of  this  crassulaccous  plant  is  being  extolled 
as  a never-failing  remedy  in  diphtheria  by  Dr.  Duval,  of 
Madrid.  He  states  he  has  employed  it  in  300  eases  without  a 
single  death.  He  boils  the  juice  with  beer,  and  gives  it  till 
copious  vomiting  is  induced.  Probably  any  good  effects  may 
be  the  result  of  the  mechanical  dislodgmcnt  of  the  false  mem- 
brane, as  Sedum  Acre  has  been  hitherto  unknown  to  possess 
any  properties  unless  those  of  an  irritating  emetic  and  mild 
counter-irritant. 


Sodii  Benzoas. 

Has  been  highly  recommended  by  Klcbs  in  all  zymotic 
affections.  It  is  a decided  antiseptic,  and  has  been  of  use  in 
diphtheria,  cither  applied  in  the  form  of  powder  through  au 
insulllator  to  the  affected  parts,  or  as  a gargle  (1  to  20),  or  as 
a spray  for  inhalation  (about  2 to  20).  1 1 has  been  used  in- 
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ternally  at  the  same  time  in  closes  varying  from  10  to  30  grs, 
in  water  every  three  or  four  hours.  In  acute  rheumatism  (in 
■which  it  acts  like  salicylate  of  sodium),  diarrhcea  of  children, 
and  in  all  diseases  caused  by  infection,  this  salt  will  be  found 
useful.  Its  action  is  readily  understood  by  its  antiseptic 
properties.  In  the  hands  of  some  observers  rather  surprising 
results  have  been  obtained  in  the  treatment  of  phpiisis  by 
this  remedy.  It  has  been  given  in  gout  to  help  elimination  of 
uric  acid  with  some  advantage. 


Sodii  Nitris. 

This  salt,  which  has  recently  been  used  as  a substitute  for 
nitrite  of  amyl,  rvill  be  found  noticed  upon  page  548. 


Sodii  Tannas. 

Lewin  recommends  strongly  the  administration  of  this  salt 
instead  of  tannin  in  chnniic  aJhumi nuria , to  lessen  the  amount 
of  albumen.  The  experiments  of  Eibbert,  who  produced 
artificial  albnmimrria  in  rabbits,  by  ligature  of  the  renal 
artery,  show  that  scarcely  any  albumen  -wa^s  found  in  the 
glomeruli  when  tannate  of  sodium  was  injected  into  the 

veins.  . . 

Aclniinisterecl  in  doses  about  the  same  as  of  tanuin,  it  lias 
been  found  to  sometimes  produce  great  gastric  disturbance, 
and  sometimes  diarrhoea.  It  is  advisable  not  to  administer  at 
first  more  than  5 grs. 


Spigelia.  (Carolina  Pink.)  U.S.P. 

The  rhizome  and  rootlets  of  Spigelia  ilarylandica  (Mary- 
land Pink)  in  the  form  of  a fluid  extract  (1  in  1)  is  used 
in  America  as  a remedy  for  the  round  worm.  It  appears  to  be 
almost  as  satisfactory  as  santonin.  It  is  mildly  purgative, 
and,  like  santonin,  its  effects  are  increased  if  coupled  with  or 
followed  by  a purgative;  1 tcaspoonful  of  the  fluid  extract 
may  be  given  with  a tablespoonful  of  syrup  of  senna. 


Stigmata  Maidis.  (Stigmata  of  Maize,  Corn  Silk.) 

The  stigmata  of  Zm  wniy.v— Indian  corn— has  recently  been 
much  iiraised  in  America'as  possessing  specific  or  alterative 
action  111)011  the  bladder  and  genito  urinary  tract  It  appears 
to  be  most  active  when  prepared and  good  results  have 
followed  its  use  in  cystitis.  It  is  a diuretic  of  the  mildest  and 
least  irritating  tyi)c.’  In  the  nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine 

it  lias  been  tried  with  benefit.  , 

J)r.  George  St.  George  has  obtained  excellent  results  vitn 
the  liquid  extract  of  maize  stigmata  in  cases  of  catarrii  or  me 
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bladder,  and  in  one  case  where  the  ureter  was  inflamed,  this 
remedy  “ relieved  pain  and  suppressed  discharge  as  if  by 
magic.”  He  has  also  found  it  to  diminish  the  anasarca  and 
increase  the  urine  in  cardiac  dropsy. 

Professor  Korczynski  has  found  this  remedy  very  useful  in 
cases  of  renal  calculi,  and  catarrh  (f  the  bladder,  axtdjJclvis 
of  the  hidney.  Pie  uses  the  extract  in  -1  gr.  doses  in  pill. 

Dupont  has  examined  the  pharmacology  of  this  drug,  and 
found  that  it  possesses  properties  which  place  it  amongst  the 
first  of  remedies  as  a diuretic  and  cardiac  tonic,  like  digitalis. 
He  found  that  the  extract  was  well  tolerated,  that  it  increased 
the  urine  from  20  to  80  ozs.  sometimes.  He  believes  it  to  be 
specially  indicated  in  heart  diseases  loith  much  dropsy.  It 
acted  more  speedily  than  digitalis;  it  reduced  the  pulse  rate 
and  increased  the  heart’s  strength.  20  grs.  of  the  extract  was 
given  3 or  P times  daily. 

Dose — 1 dr.  of  the  liquid  extract  (1  to  1). 


stillingia  Sylvatica.  (Yaw  Root  or  Queen’s  Root.)  U.S.P. 

This  remedy  has  been  long  used  in  America  as  an  alterative, 
and  Bartholow  speaks  highlj'-  of  it  as  having  given  good  results 
in  .syphilis  and  struma. 

It  is  a sialagogue,  and  when  swallowed  appears  to  increase 
the  secretions  of  the  gastric  and  intestinal  glands  by  a mild 
imtant  action  ; the  liver  is  stimulated  to  secrete  more  bile, 
and  if  the  dose  be  large,  vomiting  and  purging  supervene. 
The  urine  is  markedly  increased,  and  the  bronchial  secretion 
is  augmented. 

It  has  been  given  in  ascites,  caused  by  cirrhosis,  in  chronic 
constipation  axiti.  jaundice,  and  in  various  strumous  ailments. 

Dose — Of  the  fluid  extract  (1  to  1),  20  minims  to  1 dr. 
or  of  Stillingin  (its  eclectic  extract)  2 to  P grs. 


Strophanthus  Hispidus. 

Prof.  Fraser  has  found  this  plant  to  possess  cardiac  toiric 
and  diuretic  properties,  aiid  he  has  used  it  with  benefit  in 
heart  disease.  Tlierc  is  every  reason  to  hope  tliat  his  further 
investigations  will  prove  it  to  be  a remedy  of  great  power. 

Dose — of  Strophanthiu — .g-n  gr.  hypodermically. 


Sulpho-Carbol. 

Under  its  syhonym  of  Ascptol  upon  page  500,  the  results  of 
Annessens’  experience  of  this  new  and  remarkable  antiseptic 
arc  briefly  narrated.  It  may  bo  mentioned  that  it  is  a syrupy 
rose-coloured  volatile  liquid,  with  a sli'ong  odour,  possessing 
no  corrosive  or  irritant  action,  and  has  been  given  internally 
in  dram  do.ses,  freely  diluted  in  sweetened  water. 
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Terebene. 

A powerful  antiseptic,  disinfecting,  and  deodorising  liquid, 
with  an  agreeable  balsamic  odour,  prepared  by  the  action  of 
sulphuric  acid  on  turpentine  and  subsequent  distillation.  It 
is  used  when  mixed  with  thymol  and  carbolic  acid  in  equal 
proportions  as  an  inhalation  (4  dram  to  1 pint  of  hot  water)  in 
2]hth'isis  or  sprinkled  over  the  wool  in  an  antiseptic  respirator. 

Internally  it  may  be  given  with  advantage  in  5 minim  doses 
as  an  intestinal  disinfectant,  and  as  an  astringent  in  the 
haemorrhage  of  and  in  dysentery.  The  cheap  disin- 

fectant liquor  sold  under  this  name  is  a valuable  deodoriser  for 

the  sick  room.  

Thallin. 

Is  a synthetically  prepared  basic  substance  found  by  Skraup 
to  form  soluble  tartrates  and  sulphates  which  strike  a deep 
emerald-green  colour  with  perchloride  of  iron,  and  hence  its 
name.  It  has  been  proved  by  Jaksch,  Alexander,  Ewald,  and 
others  to  possess  marked  antipyretic  properties  resembling  in 
some  respects  quinine,  antipyrin,  and  kairin,  when  given  in 
doses  of  2 to  6 grs.  It  produces  no  unpleasant  after-effects, 
and  causes  a fall  of  temperature  nearly  as  rapid  as  antipyrin — 
i.e.,  in  about  3 hours ; but  the  fall  lasts  a much  shorter  time 
generally  about  5 hours,  while  the  effects  of  autipyrin  may  last 
twice  this  period.  The  sharpness  of  the  fall  and  the  early 
ascent  ushered  in,  often  by  rigors,  are  somewhat  characteristic  : 
of  thallin.  It  appears  to  possess  only  slight  depressing  effect 
upon  the  heart,  and  often  copious  sweating  follows  its  use,  i 
though  this  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  explanation  of  its 
temperature  reducing  properties,  since  sometimes  it  produces 
a marked  fall  without  any  action  of  the  skin.  In  typhoid 
fever,  in  phthisis,  and  in  tuherculosis,  as  is  the  case  with  anti- 
pyrin.  the  best  results  have  been  obtained.  Dujardin-Beaiimetz 
found  that  thallin  causes  a destruction  of  the  red  blood  cor- 
puscles, and  he  has  been  corroborated  in  this  by  other  . 
observers,  who  believe  that  antipyrin  solely  acts  like  resorcin  i 
upon  the  heat  centres,  not  interfering  with  the  composition  oft 
the  blood  in  any  way.  Thallin  may  be  found  by  further 
ob.servations  to  possess  superior  powers  as  an  .antipyretic,  butt| 
at  present  it  offers  no  advant.agcs  over  autipyrin.  It  may  be 
given  in  doses  of  5 grains  every  5 hours. 


Theine. 

The  .alk.aloid  of  tea  ( Thea  .sinensis)  is  identical  with  Caifeinc 
(which  sec  page  313). 

Tiose — 2 to  (!  gr.s.,  in  a mixture  or  pill. 

Mate,  or  Paraguay  Tea.  »«)to  or  iIe.rporoym norms 
and  ot-hur  s[)L'cics  of  ilex  yield  about  i per  cent,  of  caffei  . 
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Khat,  Cafta,  or  Arabian  Tea.  Catha  echiUs  is  used  by 
the  Arabs,  who  generally  chew  it  to  produce  a form  of  very 
mild  intoxication  or  sensation  of  cheerfulness  and  hilarity, 
accompanied  with  great  watchfulness  and  wakefulness.  Its 
active  principle  is  identical  with  theine  or  caffeine. 


Therpylene  Hydras. 

M.  Boursier  has  discovered  a substance  by  distilling  the 
young  buds  of  various  species  of  pine,  which  he  designates  as 
Hydrate  of  Therpylene.  It  resembles  turpentine,  and  is 
saturated  with  oxygen,  and  is  rich  in  ozone.  Labbb  has  tried 
it  therapeutically,  and  finds  it  to  be  a powerful  antiseptic, 
disinfectant,  and  deodoriser,  which  can  be  used  with  advantage 
as  a surgical  dressing  to  fresh  wounds  and  ulcers,  or  as  an 
application  to  destroy  the  fetor  caused  by  the  decomposition 
of  the  false  membrane  in  diphtheria  or  as  a disinfecting  spray 
in  the  sick  room.  (See  page  550.) 


Tonga. 

A preparation  consisting  of  chopped  stalks  and  small  quan- 
tities of  the  leaves  and  inner  bark  of  some  jjlants  imported 
_ from  Fiji;  believed  to  be  derived  from  Rhaphidophora 
vitiensis  or  Epqyremnum  mirahile,  and  Premna  taitcnsis. 
From  these  a liquid  is  prejiared,  whose  properties  have  been 
found  to  be  decidedly  antineuralgic.  Linger  and  Murrell 
investigated  the  drug,  and  found  it  to  speedily  cure  6 out  of  8 
cases  of  neuralgia  in  which  they  tried  it. 

Dose— Of  the  liquid  tonga,  1 dr.  3 times  a day. 


Trandescantia. 

Trandescantia  erecta  is  a Mexican  plant  used  by  the  natives 
to  stop  bleedings  fi'om  wounds.  It  is  now  cultivated  at  Ver- 
sailles, and,  according  to  the  “ Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,”  it  is 
f stated  to  possess  very  valuable  styptic  properties,  and  to  be 
even  superior  in  this  respect  to  ferric  chloride.  If  so,  we  shall 
, soon  hear  more  about  it. 


Traumaticine. 

1 _ This  IS  the  name  given  to  a solution  of  1 part  of  giftta-percha 

I tissue  in  10  of  chloroform,  rc-introduced  by  Auspitz  for  the 
treatment  of  skin  affections.  It  was  used  by  Graves  of 
Dublin,  30  years  ago  mjmriasis  and  impetigo.  It  forms  on 
drying  an  unin-itating,  adhesive,  permanent,'  non-contractile 
flexible  film,  superior  to  gelatine  and  collodion  (because  it 
does  not  pucker  up  the  skin). 
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It  afEords  an  excellent  basis  for  tbe  application  of  chryso- 
phanic  acid  to  2}S07'las is,  the  acid  being  first  dissolved  by  the 
chloroform,  the  tissue  added,  and  the  resulting  liquid  applied 
with  a brush.  (See  pages  396  and  under  Gelatine,  page  529). 


Trimethylamine.  (See  Propylamine,  page  555.) 


Triticum  E,epens.  (Couch  Grass.) 

This  common  grass  has  been  in  the  hands  of  some  most 
successfully  used  in  clivotiic  hlcidclcv  ailments.  It  is  a feeble 
diuretic,  and  appears  (after  being  tried  by  some  surgeons  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years)  to  possess  the  virtues  claimed 
for  the  stigmata  of  maize.  It  has  fallen  into  disuse,  because 
the  dried  grass  appears  to  be  almost  inert.  It  is  ttxo  fresh 
rhizome  which  should  be  always  used,  2 ozs.  boiled  in  1 pint 
water  for  half  an  hour,  of  which  a wine-glassful  should  be 
taken  every  4 or  6 hours. 

Turpentine— Chian.  (See  page  515.) 

Ustilago  Maydis.  (Corn  Smut  or  Corn  Ergot.)  U.S.P. 

The  fungus  which  attacks  maize,  causing  irregular  swellings 
on  the  young  ears,  from  the  size  of  a pea  to  that  of  a fcetal 
head.  The  blackish  dusty  powder  in  the  interior  is  the  part 
employed.  It  appears  to  act  like  ergot,  and  it  keeps  better, 
and  is  less  expensive,  and  is  coming  into  favour  in  America 
and  Canada.  Brunton  thinks  it  contains  probably  the  same  I 
alkaloid  as  ergot.  It  appears,  hovvever,  to  differ  froru  ergot  m 
not  producing  prolonged  contraction  of  the  uterus,  but  in  in- 
creasing markedly  the  rhythmic  contractions  and  relaxations,  ! 
hence  it  is  more  valuable  during  labour  than  after  (Hubbard). 

Dose— 1 dr.  of  the  liquid  extract  (1  to  1). 


Urethan  (Carbaminic  Ether), 

Or  more  correctly  the  ethyl  ether  of  c.arbaminic  acid,  is  ai 
substance  in  soluble  white  inodorous  crystals.  It  is  prcpar^l 
synthetically,  and  Jaksch  has  found  it  to  be  a prompt  hypnotic  ■ 
not  followed  by  any  objectionable  after  consequences.  Ee-  ■ 
freshing  sleep  was  generally  induced  by  about  8_grs.  given  at; 
bed-time,  and  repeated  in  two  hours,  and  sometimes  again  in  ., 
two  hom's  more  if  the  effect  was  not  produced.  I 

Verbascum  Thapsus.  (The  Mullein  Plant.) 

Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  great  usefulness  of  this  - 
plant  as  a potent  remedy  for  increasing  the  weight  in  pul- 
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monaiy  and  other  wasting  diseases  by  Quinlan,  who  has  care- 
fully watched  its  weight-increasing  properties  ia  2>hihisis,  In 
Ireland  its  virtues  have  been  long  appreciated  by  the  iDoorer 
classes  in  pulmonary  complaints,  and  the  original  method  of 
administration,  which  is  that  recommended  by  Quinlan,  is  to 
boil  4 ozs.  of  the  fresh  leaves,  or  a corresponding  quantity  of 
the  dry,  for  10  minutes  in  a pint  of  fresh  milk  from  the  cow, 
to  be  drunk  whilst  still  warm.  This  dose  should  be  taken  when 
possible  3 times  a day. 

It  appears  to  act  like  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  it  also  possesses 
expectorant  properties.  The  virtue  of  three  pints  daily  of 
good  milk  must  very  substantially  augment  the  therapeutic 
action  of  the  mullein  plant. 

The  same  authority  has,  however,  experimented  with  this 
remedy,  with  and  without  milk,  and  is  satisfied  of  its  power 
over  the  nutrition  of  the  body  when  given  alone,  as  in  the  form 
of  succus. 

The  taste  of  the  plant  is  objectionable,  and  milk  consider- 
ably masks  it.  The  succus  can  be  taken  in  porter.  The  young 
plants  resemble  those  of  digitalis  in  appearance. 

Belief  to  bronchial  asthma  and  to  the  hacking  cough  of 
phthisis  has  been  obtained  by  smoking  the  leaves. 


Viburnum  Opulus.  (The  Snow  Ball  Tree.) 

The  dried  leaves  of  this  tree  were  found  by  Jacubovsky  to 
relieve  angina  pectoris.  Becently  from  Odessa  comes  the 
report  of  Dr.  Manguby,  who  has  tried  the  dried  berries  with 
very  decided  success  in  a case  which  resisted  a catalogue  of 
remedies,  but  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  treated  with 
amyl  or  the  nitrites.  He  prepares  an  infusion  of  two  table- 
spoonfuls of  the  berries  in  water,  which  he  causes  to  be 
administered  in  divided  doses  during  the  24  hours.  A fluid 
extract  has  been  used  in  America  with  considerable  benefit  in 
dysmenorrhcca,  and  as  a uterine  sedative  in  menorrhagia  and 
threatened  abortion. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium.  (Black  Haw.)  U.S.P. 

" The  bark  of  this  tree  is  in  great  repute  in  America;  it 
possesses  properties  closely  allied  to  the  previous  remedy, 
though  there  is  no  published  account  of  its  being  used  in 
angina  pectoris-.  The  liquid  extract  in  one  dram  doses  is  given 
in  (Igsmcnorrhaia,  and  as  a uterine  sedative  to  prevent  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy. 


Viscum  Album.  (The  Mistletoe— Sec  page  546.) 
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Warburg’s  Tincture.  (Tinctura  Pyrexialis.) 

A preparation  which  has  gained  for  itself  a very  high  repu- 
tation in  the  treatment  of  pyrexia ; it  is  prepared  from  a 
formula  published  in  the  “ Lancet”  of  Nov.  13th,  1873.  It  is 
undoubtedly  of  greatest  value  in  viciluTici  and  other  fevers,  and 
in  malarial  neuralgia.  It  is  administered  in  a tablespoonful 
dose,  after  the  bowels  have  been  thoroughly  emptied;  no 
drink  being  permitted  ; it  is  repeated  again  in  3 hours,  after 
which  profuse  aromatic  perspiration  and  a mmked  fall  of 
temperature  set  in,  with  rapid  convalescence.  It  is  very  useful 
in  several  forms  of  collagjse. 

Its  power  does  not  appear  to  lie  in  its  quinine,  camphor, 
aloes,  rhubarb,  or  opium,  but  in  some  of  the  aromatic  plants 
contained  in  it. 


Wintergreen.  (Gaultheria  procumbens  or  Tea  Berry — 
See  page  529.) 
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Acetum  (HCiHiOa). 

C.H  HO  + 0 . = HCaHiO  . + HoO 

Alcohol.  Oxygen.  Vinegar.  Water. 

Acid.  Aceticum  and  Acid.  Acet.  Glac.  (HC2H;i02). 
NaCiH.O^  + HoSOi  = NaHS04  + HCoH,0. 

Sodium  Acetate.  Sulphuric  Acid  Sodium  Acetic  Acid” 
Acid.  Sulphate. 

Acid.  Boricum  (HuBO.i). 

Na-BiOj.lOHoO  + 2H.S0i  = 4H,B0.4 

Borax.  Sulphuric  Acui.  Boric  Acid 

+ 2NaHS04  + 5H2O 

Acid  Sodium  Suphate.  Water. 


Acid.  Carbolicum  (HC,;H,,0). 


HC,;H,,0  4 

Carbolic  Acid. 
(Coal  Tar  Oil.) 

KC,;H,0  f 

Pot.  Carbolato. 
il  2 


KHO 

Caustic  Potash. 

HCl 

Acid  Uydroch. 


= KC,;H,0 

Pot.  Carbolato. 

= HC,;H,,0 

Acid.  Carbolic. 


H2O 

Water. 

KOI 

Pot.  Chloride. 
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Acid.  Chromicum  (CrOa). 

K.Cr.O,  + 2H.SO1  = 2CrO;,  + 2KHSO4  + H.O 

Bichromate  Sulphuric  Cliromic  Acid  Sulphate  Watei. 

of  Potassium.  Acid.  Acid.  of  Potassium. 


Acid.  Citricum  (HsCcHoOt.H^O)- 


2H.C,;H-.07 

Citric  Acid. 
(Lemon  Juice.) 


SCaCOs  = Ca^SaHA  + SH.O  + SCOo, 

Calcium  Calcium  Citrate,  ^yater.  Carbonic 

Carb.  Acid  Gas. 


Caa2C„H,.07  + 3H2SO4I  2H3C«H507 

Calcium  Citrate.  Sulphuric  Citric  Acid. 

Acid. 


3CaS04 

Calcium 

Sulphate. 


Acid.  Gallicum  (H3C7H3O5.H4O). 

C.7H.  Oi7  + 4H.0  = 3H3C7H3O3  u C.  Hi^Og 

Tannic  Acid.  Water.  Gallic  Acid.  Glucose. 

(Galls.) 


Acid.  Hydrobromicum  Dilutum  (HBr). 


2H3S  + 

Sulphuretted 

Hydrogen. 


2Br3  = 4HBr 

Bromine.  Hydrobromic 

Acid. 


s> 


Sulphur. 


Acid.  Hydrochloricum  (HCl). 


NaCl 

Sodium 

Chloride. 


+ 


H0SO4 

Sulphuric 

Acid. 


HCl  i NaHSOj 

Hydrochloric  Acid  Sulphate 
Acid.  of  Sodium. 


Acid.  Hydrocyanicum  Dilutum  (HCN). 

9 K iPeCi  Nr  + 6H’S04=6HCN  + 6KHSO4  + F eKiFeONc 

^ m Ferrl  Add  Acid  Acid  Sulph.  Everetfs  Salt, 

cyanide.  Sulph.  Hydrocyanic,  of  Potassium. 


Acid.  Lacticum  (HC3H50,s). 

C,;H,30«  = 2(HC3H303) 

Grape  Sugar.  Lactic  Acid. 


Acid.  Meconicum  (H3C7HO7) 
2H,;C7H07  I 3CaCl.  = 

Impure  Mccouic  Calcium 

Acid.  Chloride. 

Ca32C7H07  H 6HC1  = 

Jleconate  of  Hydrochloric 
Lime.  Acid. 


Ca32C7H07 

Jlcconate  of 
Lime. 


2H3C7HO7 

Meconic 

Acid. 


i 6HC1  . 

Hydrochloric 

Acid. 

3CaCl. 

Calcium 

Chloride. 
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Acid.  Nitricum  (HNOs). 
KNO3  + H-SOi 

Potassinm  Sulphuiic 

Nitrate.  Acid. 


HNO3 

Nitric 

Acid. 


KHSOr 

Acid  Sulphate 
of  Potassium. 


Acid.  Nitro-Hydrochloricum  Dilutum  (NoOcClj). 


2HNO3  + 6HC1  = N2O2CI1 

Nitric  Acid.  Hydrochloric  Chloronitric 
Acid.  Gas. 

HNO3  + 3HC1  = NOCl 

Nitric  Acid.  Hydrochloric  Chioronitrous 
Acid.  Gas. 


+ 4H2O  + CI2 

Water.  Chlorine. 

4 2H2O  + CI2 

Water.  Chlorine. 


Acid.  Oleicum  (HCihHssOo). 
a.Ho3CiHH3;02  + 3KHO 

Olive  Oil.  Potassium 

Hydrate. 

2KC1SH330. 4 H2C1H4O3 

Potassium  Tartaric 

Oleate.  Acid. 


3KCisH3s02  + C3H53HO 

Potassium  Glycerine. 

Oleate. 

2HCi8Hss02  + KoCjHiOu 

Oleic  Acid.  Potassium 

Tartrate. 


Acid.  Phosphoricum  Concentratum  (H.iPOj). 


3P2  + lOHNOa  4-  4H,0 

Phosphorus.  Nitric  Acid.  Water. 

= GHaPOj  4 

Phosphoric 

Acid. 

lONO 

Nitric 

O.xide. 

Acid.  Salicylicum  (HCtH.^Os), 

HC;HoO 

Carbolic  Acid. 

+ CO.  = 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas. 

HC7H3O:, 

Salicylic  Acid. 

Acid.  Sulphuricum  (H.SO4). 

S2  + 

Sulphur. 

SO.  + 

Sulphurous 

Acid  Gas. 

2O2  = 2SO. 

Oxygen.  Sulphurous  Acid  Gas. 

H2O  = HoSOa 

Water.  Sulphurous  Acid. 

H2SOa  4- 
SulphurouH 
Acid. 

(2NO  1 

N itric 

Oxide. 

NO2  = 

Nitric 

Peroxide 

0.  = 

Oxygen. 

HcSOj  + 

Sulphuric 

Acid. 

2NO2) 

Nitric 

Peroxide. 

NO 

Nitric 

Oxide. 
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Acid.  Sulphurosum  (H2SO3). 
4H.SO4  + C>  = 

Sulphuric  Carbon. 

Acid. 


Acid.  Tartaricum  CH^CiHiO,;). 


2KHC,H,0,i 

Acid  Tartrate 
of  Potassium. 

+ H.O 

Water. 

K.2C.1H4O0 

Tartrate  of 
Potassium. 

2CaCiH.iO« 

Tartrate  of 
Calcium. 


+ CaCOs 

Calcium 

Carbonate. 

+ CO. 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 

b CaCl. 

Chloride  of 
Calcium. 

b 2H.S0j  ^ 

Sulphuric 

Acid. 


iEther  (CiHioO). 
C.H,HO  b 

Alcohol. 

C.H,HS04  b 

Sulphovinic 

Acid. 


H.SO4  = 

Sulphuric 

Acid. 

C.H5HO  = 

Alcohol. 


4H0SO3 

Sul]ihurous 

Acid. 


2CO. 

Carlwnic 
Acid  Gas. 


CaC4HiOG 

Tartrate  of 
Calcium. 


KaCjHjOfi 
Tartrate  of 
Potassium. 


CaC4Hi0s 

Tartrate  of 
Calcium. 


- 3KC1 

Chloride  of 
Potassium. 


2H.2C4H4OU+  2CaS0i 

Tartaric  Calcium 

Acid.  Sulphate. 


C.H,,HS04 

Sulphovinic 

Acid. 

C4HioO 

Ether. 


H.O 

Water. 

H2SO4 

Sulphuric 

Acid. 


jSlther  Aceticus  (C.HjC-HaOj). 

C.H,HO  b NaCiHaO.  a H.SO4  = aH5C.H;0. 

Alcohol.  Sodium  Sulphuric  Acetic  Ether. 

Acetate.  Acid. 

+ NaHS04  + H.O 

Acid  Sulphate  of  Sodium.  AV  ater. 


Alther  Nitrosi  Spiritus  (C.HoNO-'). 

2C.HnHO  + 2HNO3  + 2H.SO4  + Cu.  =20.11, NO. 

Alcohol.  Nitric  Sulphuric  Copper.  Nitrous 

Acid.  Acid.  Ether. 

4H..0  b 2CUSO4 

Water.  Sulphate  of 

Copper. 


Alcohol  (C.HsHO\ 

b Fermentation  = 2C2H„HO  200. 

Grape  Sugar.  Alcohol.  Carbonic 

Acid  Gas. 
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Alumen— (Potassium)— (Al23S0jK2S0j,24H20). 

AI2O3  + 3H2SO1  + K2SO4  + 2IH2O  = 

Oxide  of  Sulphuric  Sulphate  of  Water. 

Aluminium.  Acid.  Potassium. 

Al23S0i,K2S04,24H20 

Potassium  Alum. 


Alumen— (Ammonium)— (Al23S04,(NH4)2S04,24H20). 

As  above,  substituting  (NH4)oS04  for  K2SO4 


Ammonise  Fortior  Liquor  (NHiHO). 

2NH4CI  + Ca2HO  = 2NH4HO  + CaCL 

Ammonium  Calcium  Ammoniimi  Calcium 

Chloride.  Hydrate.  Hydrate.  Chloride. 

(Ammonia.) 


Ammonii  Acetatis  Fortior  Liquor  (NH1C2H3O2). 

(NH  ,HC08)2,NH4NH2C02  + 4HC2H;,02  = 4NH4C2H3O2 

Acid  Carbonate  and  Carbamate  Acetic  Acid.  Acetate  of 

of  Ammonium.  Ammonium. 

+ 2H2O  + 3CO2 

Water.  Carbonic 

Acid  Gas. 


Ammonii  Benzoas  (NH1C7H.3O2). 

HCtHoO-  + NHiHO  = NH4C7H3O2  + H.2O 

Benzoic  Acid.  Ammonia.  Ammonium  Water. 

Benzoate, 


Ammonii  Bromidum  (NHiBr). 

HBr  + NHiHO  = NH,Br 

Hydrobromic  Ammonia.  Ammonium 

Acid.  Bromide. 


-I 


H2O 

Water. 


Ammonii  Carbonas  (N.;HiiC205). 


2CaCO;,  + 

Calcium 

Carbonate. 

H2O 

Water. 


4NHiCl 

Ammonium 

Chloride. 

-1- 


N,HuC205 

Ammonium 

Carbonate. 


NH, 

Ammonia  Gas. 


+ 2CaCl2  + 

Calcium 

Chloride. 
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Ammonii  Citratis  Fortior  Liquor  ((NH,i)a,C,iHo07).  | 

H;,C,;H,07  + 3NH,HO  = (NH4)sC,;H707  + 3H.0  ' 

Citric  Acid.  Ammonia.  Ammonium  Water. 

Citrate. 


Ammonii  Chloridum  (NHiCl). 


NH4HO 

Ammonia. 


HCl  - 

Hydrochioric 

Acid. 


NHiCl 

Ammonium 

Chloride. 


H,0 

Water. 


Ammonii  Nitras  (NHiNOs), 


NH.HO 

Ammonia. 


HNO3 

N itric 
Acid. 


= NH1NO3 

Ammonium 

Nitrate. 


H.O 

Water. 


Ammonii  Phosphas  ((NHi)<HPOj). 


H POi  + 

Phosiihoric 

Acid. 


2NH1HO  = 

Ammonia. 


(NH.y.HPOr 

Ammonium 

Phosphate. 


Amyl  Nitris  (CsHnNOe). 


2C„HioO  4 Cu.  -t 

Ainylic  Copper. 

Alcohol. 

+ 2CUSO4  + 

Copper 

Sulphate. 


2H.SOj 

Acid. 

Sulphuric. 

4H2O 

Water. 


+ 2HNO3 

Acid. 

Nitric. 


2H.0 

Water. 


:2aHiiNO> 

Amyl 

Nitrite. 


Antimonii  Chloridi  Liquor  (SbCl,;). 


SboSs 

Antimonium. 

Sulphide. 


4- 


6HC1 

Hydrochloric 

Acid. 


2SbCL 

Antimonium 

Chloride. 


3HoS 

Sulphuretted 

Hydrogen. 


Antimonii  Oxidum  (Sb-Oj). 


12SbCl:, 

Antimonium 
Chloride. 

2SbCl.,.5Sb,0;, 

Antiinunimn 
O.xy  chloride. 


15H.0  = 2SbCl.„5Sb.O;7 

Water.  Antimonium 

Oxychloride. 


30HC1. 

Hyilrochloric 
Acid. 

3Na.COa=6SbcO,s  4 6NaCl4  3COi 

Sodium  Antimonium  Sodium  Carbonic 
Carbomitc.  Ox.idc.  Cblorule.  Acid  Gas* 
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Antimonium  Sulphuratum. 


4Sb.S3  + 

Sulphide  of 
Antimony. 

2Sb.03 

O.xide  of 
Antimony. 

SbiOs  + 

Oxide  of 
Antimony. 


12NaHO 

Sodium 

Hydrate. 

+ 6H,0 

Water. 

6NaHO 

Sodium 

Hydrate. 


I. 

+ s.  = 4Na3SbS,  + 

Sulphur.  Sulph.  Antimoniate 
of  Sodium. 


II. 


2Na:.SbS.i  + 

Sulph.  Antimoniate 
of  Sodium. 

+ Sb-So  + 

Sulphide  of 


6H.SO1  + 

Sulphuric 

Acid. 

SbiOs 

Oxide  of 


Antimony.  Antimony. 


2Na:iSb03 

Sodium 

Antimonite. 


2Na:iSb03 

Sodium 

Antimonite. 

+ 3H.S  4 

Sulphuretted 

Hydrogen. 


+ 3H2O 

Water. 


= GNa-SOi 

Sulphate  of 
Sodium. 

H.O 

Water. 


Antimonium  Tartaratum  (KSbOCiHiOo-HaO). 


2KHCiH40o 

Acid  Tartrate 
of  Potassium. 


+ 


Sb.03 

Oxide  of 
Antimony. 


2KSb0CiH,03,H20 

Tartar  Emetic. 


Apomorphinae  Hydrochloras  (CnHnNOo.HCl). 


CnHn.N03 

Jlorphine 

— H.O 

(mintis)  Water. 

Ci7Hi7N02 

Apomorphine. 

CitHitNOo 

Apomorphine. 

4-  HCl 

Hydrochloric 

Acid. 

Ci7Hi7NO.,HC1 

Ilydrochlorate  of 
Apomorphine. 

Argenti  Nitras  (AgNOs). 

3Ag3  h 8HNO.3  = 2NO  4 

Silver.  Nitric  Acid.  Nitric 

Oxide. 

GAgNOa  4 4H.0 

Nitrate  of  Water. 

Silver. 

Argenti  Oxidum  (Ag^O). 

2AgN03 

Nitrate  of 
Silver. 

1 Ca2HO  = Ag.O 

Hydrate  of  O.xidc 

Calcium.  of  Silver. 

1 Ca2N03  4-  H.O 

N itratc  of  Water 

Calcium. 

Arsenii  lodidum  (AsIO. 

ASe  + 

Arsenicum. 

31.  - 2AsI. 

Iodine.  Areeniiim 

Iodide. 
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Bismuthi  Carbonas  | (BijOoCOa)^,!!^^)  | . 

Bia  + 8HNO3  = 2Bi3N03  + 2NO 

Bismuth.  Nitric  Nitrate  oi!  Nitric 

Acid.  Bismuth.  Oxide. 

4Bi3N03  + 3N,HmC308  = I2NH4NO3 + 

Nitrate  of  Carbonate  of  Nitrate  of 

Bismuth.  Ammonium.  Ammonium. 

+ 7C0. 

Cai'honic  Acid  Gas. 


^ 4HaO  I 

Water. 


2Bi20aC03  I 

Carbonate 
of  Bismuth,  j 


Bismuthi  Citras  (BiCeHsO?). 


BiONO;,  t 2HNO3 

Subnitrate  of  Nitric  Acid. 
Bismuth. 

3NaHC03  -1  HsChHsO, 


= Bi3N03 

Nitrate  of 
Bismuth. 


= Na3C.;H507 


H2O 

W ater. 

3C0i+  3H2O 


Bicarbonate  of  Citric  Acid. 

Sodium. 

Bi3N  O3  + N asCdHf.OT 

Nitrate  of  Citrate  of 

Bismuth.  Sodium. 


Citrate  of 
Sodium. 

BiCdHdO, 

Citrate  of 
Bismuth. 


Carbonic  Water. 
Acid  Gas. 

+ 3NaN03 

N itrate 
of  Sodium. 


Bismuthi  Oxidum  (BiaOa). 

2Bi0N03  + 2NaHO  = BLOs  r 2NaN03  + H-0 

Subuitrate  Hyili-ate  of  Oxide  of  Nitrate  of  Mater, 
of  Bismuth.  Sodium.  Bismuth.  Sodium. 


Bismuthi  Subnitras  (BiONOs.H^OL 

Bii  + 8HNO3  = 2Bi3N03)  i 2Np  + 4H>0 

Bismuth.  Nitric  Acid.  Nitrate  of  Nitric  Mater. 

Bismuth.  Oxide. 

5(Bi3N03)  + 8H2  0 = 4(Bi0N03H20)  + Bi3N03.8HN03  1 

Nitrate  of  Water.  Suhnitrate  of  Nitrate  of  Bismuth 

Bismutli.  Bismuth.  in  Acid. 


Borax  (NajBjOTjlOHoO). 

4HBO.  ^ Na.C03  = Na^BiO: 

Boric  Carbonate  of  Borax. 

Acid.  Sodium. 

1 CO2 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


2H2O 

Water 


Bromum  (Br). 
2NaBr  i 

Sodium 

Bromide. 


2H.SO1  ) MnO.  = Br.2  + NaBOj 

Suliihuric  Black  Oxide  Bromine.  Sulphate  ot 
Acid.  of  Manganese.  Sodinm, 
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^ MnSOi  + 2H.0 

Sulphate  of  \\ater. 

Manganese. 

Butyl-Chloral  Hydras  (CiHsCliOjHjO). 

2(CoH40)  = C.iH.0  + H2O 

AJdehycl.  Crotonic  Aldehyd.  Water. 

C4H.O  + CI2  = CiH.ClO  + HCl 

Crotonic  Chlorine.  Mouochlorocroton  Hydrochloric 

Aldehyd.  Aldehyd.  Acid. 

C4H4CIO  + Cl.  + HoO  = CjHoCl.O.HoO 

Monochlorocroton  Chlorine.  Water.  Butyl-Chloral 

Aldehyd.  Hydrate. 


Calcii  Carbonas  Prsecipitata  (CaCOa). 
CaCl.  + Na.COa  = CaCOa 

Chloride  of  Carbonate  of  Carbonate  of 

Calcium.  'Sodium.  Calcium. 


2NaCl 

Chloride  of 
Sodium. 


Calcii  Chloridum  (CaClo2H20). 

4FeCl.  + CaaClO  + 4Ca(HO).3  + 4H2O  = 

Perrons  Chlorinated  Slaked  Lime.  Water. 

Chloride.  Lime. 

5CaCl.,2H20  + 2Fe.6HO 

Calcium  Chloride.  Ferric  Hydrate. 

Calcii  Hydras  (CaH-Oa). 

CaO  h H2O  = CaH.O. 

Lime.  Water.  Hydrate  of 

Calcium. 


Calcii  Hypophosphis  (Ca2PH.Oa). 

4P2  + 6H.0  + 3CaHoO.=  3(Ca2PH.O.)  + 2PHa 

Phosphorns.  Water.  Hydrate  of  Hypophosphite  Phosphuretted 
Calcium.  of  Calcium.  Hydrogen. 


Calcii  Phosphas  (CaaCPOiia). 

Ca:,2PO,  1 4HC1  = CaH,2PO, 

Phosphate  of  Hydrochloric  Acid  Phosphate 

Calcium.  Acid.  of  Calcium. 

CaH,2PO,  I 2CaCl.  1 4NH,HO 

Acid  Phosphate  Chloride  of  Ammonia, 
of  Calcium.  Calcium. 

I 4NH,C1  I 4H.0 

Cliiorido  of  Water. 

Ammonium. 


2CaCL 

Chloride  of 
Calcium. 

= CaiCPOiia 
Phosidiate 
of  Calcium. 
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Calx  (CaO). 

CaCOs  + Heat  = CaO  + CO. 

Carbonate  of  Lime  Carbonic 

Calcium.  Acid  Gas. 


Calx  Chlorinata  (CaCl.jCaCl.O.). 

2CaH.O.  + 2CI2  = CaCl-.CaCl.O.  + 2H.0 

Hydrate  of  Calcium.  Chlorine.  Chlorinated  Lime.  "Water. 


Cerii  Oxalas  (CeC.04,3H20). 
CeO  + 2HC1  = 

Ceritc.  Hydrochloric 

Acid. 

CeCl.  + (NHO2C.O4  = 

Chloride  of  Oxalate  of 

Cerium.  Ammonium. 


CeCl.  + H.O 

Chloride  of  ^Yater. 

Cerium. 

CeC.04  + 2NH4CI 

Oxalate  of  Chloride  of 

Cerium.  Ammonium, 


Chloral  Hydras  (C-HCliO.HoO). 


CHHO  + CI3  = C.HjO 

Alcohol.  Chlorine.  Aldehyd. 

CHiO  + SCla  = CiHCl.O 

Aldehyd.  Chlorine.  C’liloral. 


2HC1 

Hydrochloric 

Acid. 

3HC1 

Hydrochloric 

Acid. 


C.HC1,0 

Chloral. 


H.O  = C.HC1;;0,H20 

Water.  Hydrate  of  Chloral. 


Chloroformum  (CHCl;). 

2C2H,0  + 0>  = 

Alcohol.  Oxygen. 

CHiO  1-  3CI2  = 

Aldehyd.  Chlorine. 


2C.H,0  ^ 

Aldehyd. 

CoHcro  + 

Chloral. 


2CHC1:,0  + Ca2HO  = Ca2CHO. 

Chloral.  Ilydi-ate  of  Formate  of 

Calcium.  Calcium. 


2H2O 

Water. 


3HC1 

Hydrochloric 

Acid. 

^ 2CHC1:. 


Chlorofonn. 


Cupri  Nitras  (Cu(N0:i)2,3H20\ 

3Cu.,  + 8HNO3  = 3(CuNO:,)2  t 

Coinier  Nitric  Acid.  Nitrate  ot  Copper. 


2NO  ; 

Nitric  Oxide. 


4H.0  'I 

Water. 


Cupri  Sulphas  (CuSOi.SHcO). 

Cu..  h 4H.SO1  = 2CuSO, 

Coiipor.  Sulpliuric  Acid.  Suliihatc  of 

Copper. 


+ 2SO.  + 

Sulphurous 

Anhydride. 


4H:0 

Water. 
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FERRIC  SALTS- 

Ferri  Peroxidum  Hydratum  (FeoO^dlO)-!. 

Fe,3S04  + 6NaHO  = Fe,03,3Hi0  + 3Na.SOi 

Persalphate  of  Hydrate  of  Moist  Peroxide  Sulphate  of 
Iron.  Sodium.  of  Iron,  Soilium. 

Fe.0.i,3H.0  = Fe20.,(H0).2  + 2H2O 

Moist  Peroxide  Peroxide  of  Iron.  Water, 

of  Iron. 


Ferri  Acetatis  Liquor  Fortior. 

Feo3SOi  +6NH1HO  = FeoGHO  + 3(NH02SOi 

Persulphate  Solution  of  Ferric  Sulphate  of 

of  Iron.  Ammonia.  Hydrate.  Ammonium. 

FeoGHO  + GHC2H,02  = FeoGCoH^Oo  + GH-O 

Ferric  Hydi'ate.  Acetic  Acid.  Acetate  of  Iron.  Water. 


Ferri  Dialysatus  Liquor. 


Feed,  + GNHiHO  = Fe-Os  + NHiCl  + HoO 

Percbloride  Ammonia.  Ferric  Chloride  of  Water, 
of  Iron.  Hydrate.  Ammonium. 

FeoCL  + FeoO:,  + NH.Cl  = FeiOa.Fe.Clo 

Perchloride  Ferric  Chloride  of  O.xychloride  of 

of  Iron.  Hydrate.  Ammonium.  Iron  (Colloid). 

+ NH.Cl 

Chlor.  Amm.  (Crystalioid.) 


Ferri  Perchloridi  Liquor  Fortior  (FesCl,.). 

GFeCl.  + GHCl  + 2HNO.i  = GFe.CL.  1- 

Protocliloride  Hydrochloric  Nitric  Perclilorido  of 

of  Iron.  Acid.  Acid.  of  Iron. 

2NO  t-  4H2O 

Nitric  Water. 

O.xide. 


Ferri  Pernitratis  Liquor  (Fe.GNOO. 

Fe.  1-  8HNO:,  = FeuGNO.,  1 2NO  1 4HO 

Iron.  Nitric  Pernitrate  of  Nitric  Water. 

Acid.  Iron.  Oxide. 
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Ferri  Persulphatis  Liquor  (Fei3S04). 

GFeSOi  + 3H.SOi  + 2HNO.i  = 3(Fe,3SO,)  + 

Protosulphate  Sulphuric  Nitric  Persulphate 

of  Iron.  Aciil.  Acid.  of  Iron. 

2NO  + 4H2O 

Nitric  Oxide.  Water. 


Ferrum  Eedactum  (Fe  and  FeaO^). 

F6.i0a  + 3H2  ~ FG2 

Ferric  Oxide.  Hydrogen.  Iron. 

3Fe.O,,  I H2  = 2Fe304 

Ferric  Oxide.  Hydrogen.  Iron  (Oxide). 


3H2O 

Water. 

H2O  ' 

Water. 


Ferrum  Tartaratum.  j 

Fe)3S04  + 6NH.HO  = FeiGHO  + 3{NHi)2S04 

Persuli)hate  of  Ammonia.  Perric  Hydrate.  Sulphate  of  ' 
Iron.  Ammonium. 

6KHC4H4O,;.  + Fe>6HO=  KcFe26C4HiOG  + 6H0O  | 

Acid  Tartrate  of  Ferric  Tartarated  Iron.  ater.  ■ 

Potassium.  Hydrate. 


FERROUS  SALTS- 

Ferri  Arsenias  (FeaAs-Os). 

2Na.HAs04  + 2NaHC0a  + 3FeS04  = Fe:!2As04 

Arseniate  of  Bicarbonate  of  Sulphate  Arseniate  of 

Sodium.  Sodium.  of  Iron.  Iron. 

+ 3Na>S04  + 2CO2  + 4H.0. 

Sulphate  of  Carbonic  Water. 

Sodium.  Acid  Gas. 


Ferri  Phosphas  (Fe^PiOs). 

;i  • 3FeS04  + 2Na>HP04  + 2NaHC03  = FeAPOtL/ 

Sulphate  Phosphate  of  Bicarbonate  Phospliate  ot  | 

of  Iron.  SoiUum.  of  Sodium.  Iron.  j 

+ 3Na2S04  -1  2C0o  + 2H.0 

Sulphate  of  Carbonic  Water. 

Sodium.  Acid  Gas.  ' 


Ferri  Sulphas  (FeS04,7H20) ; Ferri  Sulphas  Exsiccata. 
(FeSOj.HoO);  Ferri  Sulphas  Granulata  (FeS04.7H20). 
Fe.  + 2H.SO4  = 2FeS04  + 2H3 

Iron.  Sulpliuric  Sulphate  Hydrogen. 

Acid.  of  Iron. 
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Glycerinum  CsHoCHOs). 

3NaH0  + CsH53Ci8H8.0,  = C;iH.(H0)3  + 3NaCiHHa802 

Hydrate  o£  Oleate  of  Glyceryl.  Hydrate  of  Gly-  Oleate  of  Sodium 
Sodium.  (Vegetable  Oil.)  ceryl.  (Hard  Soap). 

(Caustic  Soda).  (Glycerine.) 


MERCURIC  SALTS— 

Hydrargyrum  Ammoniatum  (NHsHgCl). 

HgCL  + 2NH4HO  = NH.HgCl  + NHiCl 

Percliloride  Ammonia.  Ammoniated  Chloride  of 

of  Mercury.  Mercury.  Ammonium. 

+ 2H,0 

Water. 


Hydrargsrri  Flava  Lotio  (HgO). 

HgCL  + Ca2H0  - HgO  + CaCI.  + H-O 

Perchloride  Lime.  Yellow  Oxide  Chloride  Water, 

of  Mercury.  of  Mercury,  of  Calcium. 


Hydrargyri  lodidum  Rubrum  (HgL). 

HgCL  + 2KI  = HgL  + 2KC1 

Perchloride  Iodide  Red  Iodide  of  Chloride  of 

of  Mercury.  of  Potassium.  Mercury.  Potassium. 


Hydrarg3rri  Nitratis  Acidus  Liquor  (Hg2N03). 
3Hg  + 8HNO3  = 3(Hg2NO:,)  + 2N0  + 4H.0 

Mercury.  Nitric  Acid.  Nitrate  of  Mercmy.  Nitric  Oxide.  Water. 


Hydrargyri  Oxidum  Flavum  (HgO) 

HgCl.  4-  2NaH0  = HgO  + 2NaCl  + H-O 

Percliloride  of  Hydrate  of  Yellow  Oxide  Chloride  of  Water. 
Mercury.  Sodiiun.  Mercury.  Soiliimi. 


Hydrargyri  Oxidum  Rubrum  (HgO). 

Hg  4 Hg2NO;i  = 2HgO  1 

Mercury.  Nitrate  of  Mercury.  Rod  Oxide 

of  Mercury. 


2N0, 

Nitric 

Peroxide 


Hydrargyri  Percbloridum  (HgClj). 
HgSOr  4-  2NaCl  = HgCL 

Persulphate  of  Cliloriile  Perchloride 

Mercury.  of  Sodium.  of  Mercury. 


4-  N^,SO.i 

Sulphate  of 
Sodium, 
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Hydrargyri  Persulphas  (HgSOj). 

Hg  + 2H.SO,  = HgSOj  + SO.  + 2H.2O 

Mercury.  Sulphuric  Acid.  Pei-sulphate  of  Sulphurous  Water. 

Mercury.  Acid  Gas. 


MERCUROUS  SALTS- 

Hydrargyri  Nigra  Lotio  (Hg-jO  in  water). 

2HgCl  t Ca2H0  = HgsO  + CaCl:-  ^ H.O 

Subcliloride  Lime.  Black  Oxide  Chloride  of  Water. 

Mercury.  of  Mercury.  Calcium. 


Hydrargyri  Subchloridum  (HgCl). 


HgSOi 

Mercuric 

Sulphate. 

HgoSOi 

Mercurous 

Sulphate. 


+ Hg  = Hg.SOj 

Mercury.  Mercurous 

Sulphate. 

H 2NaCl  = 2HgCl  + Na.SOr 

Chloride  of  Subcliloride  Sulphate 

Sodium.  of  Mercury.  of  Sodium. 


lodoformum  (CHIi). 

C H.HO  + 3K2CO3  + 4I3  = CHIh  + 5KI  + 

Etbylic  Cai-bonate  lodiue.  Iodoform.  Iodide  of 

Alcohol.  Potassium.  Potassium. 

KCHO2  + 3CO.  + 2HoO 

Pormate  of  Carbonic  Water. 

Potassium.  Acid  Gas. 


lodum  (I.) 

2NaI  + 2H2SOi  + MnO.  = I2  + Na-SOi  + MnSOr 

Iodide  of  Sulphuric  Oxide  of  Iodine.  Sulirhate  Sulphate  of 
Sodium.  Acid.  Manganese.  of  Sodium.  Manganese 

+ 2H.0 

Water. 


Lithii  Citras  (LiiC,iH,,07,4H30). 

3L  .COs  + 2Hi,C,H707  - 2L:,0,.H.07  -i  3H3O  SCOo 

Carbonate  of  Citric  Acid.  Citrate  of  It  ater.  Cartonic 

Lithium.  Lithium  Acid  Gas. 


Magnesia  Levis  (MgO)  Magnesia  Ponderosa  (MgO). 
3MgCOM,Mg2HO  = 4MgO  i HoO  h ^3CO. 

(.'{irhoHiite  of  Magnesia.  atcr  Carbonic 

Magiicsiiini. 
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SSii  oSboSal  pSderosa } «Mg00.).M(H0).4a0) 
4MgSOi  + 4Na2COd  + 5H.O  = (MgC03)3Mg(H0).4H20 

Sulphate  of  Carbonate  of  Water.  Carbonate  of  Magnesium. 
Magnesium.  Sodium. 

+ 4Na.S04  + CO2 

Sulphate  of  Carbonic 
Sodium.  Acid  Gas. 


Magnesii  Sulphas  (MgSOj.VHoO). 

MgCOd  + H2SO4  = MgS04  + H2O  + CO2 

Carbonate  of  Sulphuric  Sulphate  of  Water.  Carbonic 
Magnesium.  Acid.  Magnesium.  Acid  Gas. 


Phosphorus  (P). 


CaSPOt  + 

Bone  Earth. 

3CaHi2P04 

Acid  Phosphate 
of  Calcium. 


2H0SO4  = CaH,2P04  + 2CaS04 

Sulphuric  Acid  Phosphate  Sulphate  of 

Acid.  of  Calcium.  Calcium. 

= Ca:,2P04  + 4H,P04 

Phosphate  of  Phosphoric 

Calcium.  Acid. 


4H:P04  + 8C2 

Phosphoric  Carbon. 
Acid. 


= 2P3  + 6H3  + 16C0 

Phosphorus.  Hydrogen.  Carbonic 
O.^ide. 


Plumbi  Acetas  (Pb(C)H:i02)2,3H.0). 

PbO  + 2HC2H  0 . = Pb(C,H:,02)2  + H.O 

O.xide  of  Acetic  Acid.  Acetate  of  Lead.  Water 

Lead. 


Plumbi  Subacetatis  Liquor  CPb2C4H30d). 


PbO  i Pb{C.H:,02)2 

Oxide  of  Lead.  Acetate  of  Lead. 


^ Pb2C4H,;05 
oubacetate  of  Lead, 


Plumbi  lodidum  (Pblj). 
2KI  I Pb2N0,, 

Iodide  of  Nitrate  of 

Pota.ssium.  Lead. 


PbL  + 

Iodide  of 
Lead. 


2KN0a 

Nitrate  of 
Potassium. 


Plumbi  Nitras  (Pb2N03). 
PbO  I 2HN0;, 

Oxide  of  Lead.  Nitric  Acid. 


Pb2N03  I 

Nitrate  of  Leal. 


H2O 

Water. 
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Plumbi  Oxidum  (PbO). 

Pb.  + Oi  = 2PbO 

Leaci.  Oxygen.  Oxide  o£  Lead. 


Potassa  Caustica  (KHO). 


K2CO3  H 

Carbonate  o£ 
Potassium. 


Ca2HO  = 

Hyilrate  of 
Calcium. 


2KHO 

Caustic 

Potash. 


Potassa  Sulphurata  (K.S203,2K2S3). 

3K2CO3  + 4S2  = K2S203,2K2S3 

Carbonate  of  Sulphur.  Sulphurated 

Potassium.  Potash. 


CaCOs 

Carljonate 
of  Calcium. 


+ 3CO> 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


Potassii  Acetas  (KC^HiOi). 


K2CO3  + 2HC2H:,02  = 2KC2H:,0.  + H2O  H CO2 

Carbonate  of  Acetic  Acid.  Acetate  of  ater.  Carbonic 

Potassium.  Potassium. 


Acid  Gas. 


Potassii  Bicarbonas  (KHCOa). 


K2CO3 

Carbonate  of 
Potassium. 


H.o 

AVater. 


+ CO. 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


2KHCO; 

Bicarbonate  of 
Potassium. 


Potassii  Bichromas  (K2Cr207) 


2cre0Cr203) 

Chrome  Iron  Ore. 


4K2CO3  + 07  = FeiOs 

Carbonate  of  Oxygen.  Oxide  of 
Potassium.  Iron. 


4K2CrOi  + 4CO2 

Yellow  Chromate  Carbonic 
of  Potassium.  Acid  Gas. 

2K2Cr04  + H2SO.  = K2Cr207 

Yellow  Chromate  Sulphm'ic  Bichromate  of 
of  Potassium.  Acid.  Potassium. 


+ K.SO4  + H.O 

Sulphate  of  AA'ater. 
Potassium. 


Potassii  Bromidum  (KBr). 


6KHO 

Hydrate  of 
Pota-ssiiliu. 

lOKBr 

Bromide  of 
I’otassiiini. 


+ 3Br2  = 5KBr  + 

Bromine.  Bromide  of 
Potassium. 

-I  2KBr0.s  i 3C.  = 

Broniate  of  Carbon. 
Potassium. 


KBrO.4  d 3H.0 

Broniate  of  A\  ater. 
Potassium. 

: 12KBr  1 6CO 

Bromide  of  Cnrlwnic 
Potassium.  O.xide. 
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Potassii  Chloras  (KCIO ). 

MnOi  ^ 4HC1  = MnCl2  + SH.O  ^ CL, 

Black  Oxide  of  Hydrochloric  Chloride  of  Water.  Chlorine. 

Manganese.  Acid.  Manganese. 

6C1.  + KiCOs  + 6CaHo02  = 2KCIO2  -r 

Chlorine.  Carbonate  of  Slaked  Chlorate  of 

Potassium.  Lime.  Potassium. 

CaCOs  + 5CaCL  + 6H.0 

Carbonate  of  Chloride  of  Water. 

Calcium.  Calcium. 


Potassii  Citras  (KsCgHoOt). 

3K2COS  + 2H;,C6Ho07  = 2K.sC,,H707  + 3H2O  + 3CO. 

Carbonate  of  Citric  Acid.  Citrate  of  Water.  Carbonic 

Potassium.  Potassium.  Acid  Gas. 


Potassii  Cyanidum  (KCN). 

K.FeC,;No  = 4KCN  + FeCc  + Nc 

Ferrocyanide  of  Cyanide  of  Carbide  of  Nitrogen. 

Potassium.  Potassium.  Iron. 


Potassii  Ferrocyanidum  (KiFeCoNi., 311-0), 


(Carbonate  of  Potassium  and  Nitrogen  form,  when  fused,  Cyanide  of 
Potassium.) 


12KCN  + Pec  + 4H2O 

Cyanide  of  Iron.  Water. 

Potassium. 


2KiFeCsNG  d 

Ferrocyanide 
of  Potassium. 


4KH0  + 2H2 

Caustic  Hydrogen 

Potash. 


Potassii  lodidum  (KI). 

6KH0  + 3I>  = 5KI  + KlOi  + 3H2O 

Hydrate  of  Iodine.  Iodide  of  lodate  of  Water. 

Potas.siuni.  Potassium.  Potassium. 

lOKI  r 2KI0:,  + 3C.  = 12KI  + 6C0 

Iodide  of  lodate  of  Carbon.  Iodide  of  Carbonic 
Potassium.  Potassium.  Potassium.  O.-cide. 

Potassii  Nitras  (KNO:,). 

K.COs  + 2HNOs  = 2KN0,. 

Carbonate  of  Nitric  Acid.  Nitrate  of 
Potassium.  Potsissium. 


Potassii  Permanganas  (KMiiOi). 

6KH0  KClOs  + 3MnO. 

Hydrate  of  Chlorate  of  Black  Oxide  of 

Potassium.  Potassium.  Maugane.sc. 


H2O 

Water. 


CO2 

Cnriionic 
Acid  Gas. 
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3K.MnOi 

Manganate  of 
Potassium. 

SK.MnOj 

Manganate  of 
Potassium. 

4KH0 

Hydrate  of 
Potassium. 


KCl  5 

Chloride  of 
Potassium. 

2HoO 

AVater. 

+ MnOj 

Black  Oxide  of 
Manganese. 


3H2O 

AVater. 

2KMnO,  + 

Permanganate 
of  Potassium. 


Potassii  Sulphas  (K2SO.1). 

KiCOa  + H2SO1  = K2SO4 

Carbonate  of  Sulphuric  Sulphate  of 

Potassium.  Acid.  Potassium. 


HoO  b CO2 

AVater.  Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


Potassii  Tartras  (KoCiHiOaHaO). 
2KHC4H,On  1 KoCOh  = 

Acid  Tartrate  of  Carbonate  of 

Potassium.  Potassiimn 

H2O  i CO. 

AA'nter.  Carbonic 

Acid  Gas. 


Potassii  Tartras  Acida  (KHC.1H1O15). 

2H2C1HJO0  ( KoCOs  = 2KHC1H4O,!  + CO.  + 

Tartaric  Acid.  Carbonate  of  Acid  Tartrate  Carbonic 
Potassium.  of  Potassium.  Acid  Gas. 

H2O 

AA^ater. 


2KoC4HiOo  i- 

Tartrate  of 
Potassium. 


Soda  Caustica  (NaHO). 

Na-COa  + Ca2HO  = 2NaHO 

Carbonate  of  Hydrate  of  Caustic  Soda. 

Sodium.  Calcium. 


CaCOr 

Carbonate  of 
Calcium. 


Soda  Tartarata  (NaKC4Hi0,i,4H20). 

Na.COa  t- 

2KHC4H,0.  = 2NaKC4H40ci 

Carbonate  of 

Acid  Tartrate  of  Tartarated  Soda. 

Sodium. 

Potassium. 

H2O 

+ CO2 

AVater. 

Carbonic 

Acid  Gas. 

+ 


Sodii  Arsenias 

As^Oa 

Arsonious 

Aciil. 


(NarHAsOi.TH^O  & Na2HAs04,12H20\ 


2NaNO:,  d 

A it  rate  ot 
Sodium. 


Na^CO., 

Carbonate  of 
ot  Sodium. 


NaiAs^O; 

Pvroarseniate 
of  Sodium. 
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+ N.Oi  4 CO3 

Nitrons  Carbonic 

Anhydride.  Acid  Gas. 

NajAsiO?  r H-O 

Pyroarseniate  Water, 

of  Sodium. 


2Na2HAs04 

Arseniate  of 
of  Sodium. 


Sodii  Bicarbonas  (NaHCOsi). 


NaiCOs  4 H3O 

Carbonate  Water, 

of  Sodium. 


CO.  = 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


2NaHCO;i 

Bicarbonate  of 
Sodium. 


Sodii  Bromidum  (NaBr  ). 

6NaHO  + 3Br.2  = 5NaBr  + NaBrOs  4 3H.0 

Hydrate  of  Bromine.  Bromide  of  Bromate  of  WAter. 

Sodium,  Sodium.  Sodium. 

lONaBr  4 2NaBr03  + 30.  = 12NaBr  + 6CO 

Bromide  of  Bromate  of  Carbon.  Bromide  of  _ Carbonic 
Sodium.  Sodium.  Sodium.  O.xide. 


Sodii  Carbonas 
2NaCl  + 

Chloride  of 
Sodium. 


(Na3COs,10H3O). 

H.SO4  = Na^SOi 

Sulphuric  Sulphate  of 

Acid.  Sodium. 


2HC1 

Ilydrocliloric 

Acid. 


Na..S04 

Suli)hate  of 
Sodium. 

Na^S 

Sulphide 
of  Sodium. 


2C3  = 

Carbon. 

CaC0.i  = 

Carbonate  of 
Calcium. 


Na^S 

Sulphide  of 
SoiUum. 

NaoC0:j 

Carbonate  of 
Sodium. 


+ 4C0 

Carbonic 

Oxide. 

4 CaS 

Sulphide  of 
Calcium. 


Sodii  Hypopbosphis  (NaPHoOo). 

Ca2PH202  4 ISTa-CO:,  = 2NaPH20i 

Hypophosphite  Carbonate  of  llypophosphite 
of  Calcium.  Sodium.  of  Sodium. 


4 CaCO;, 

Carbonate  of 
Calcium. 


Sodii  lodidum  (Nal). 
6NaHO  4 31. 

Hydrate  of  Iodine. 
Sodium. 


5NaI  4 NuIOm  4 3H3O 

Iodide  of  lodate  of  Water. 

Sodium.  Sodium. 


lONal 

Iodide  of 
Sodium. 


! 2NaIOa4  3C2 

lodate  of  Carbon. 
Sodiiini. 


= 12NaI  1 6CO 

Iodide  of  Carbonic 
Sodium.  Oxide. 


Sodii  Phosphas  (Na..HPOil2H.O). 

Ca:2POi  4 2H3SO,  = CaH,2P0,  1 

I’ho.Hiiliato  of  Suliihuric  .\cid  I’liospliate 

of  Calcium,  Acid.  of  Calcium, 

in  Bone  Ash. 


2CaS04 

Sulphate  of 
Calcium. 
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CaHi2P04  + Na.C03  = Na,HP04  + H.O 

Acid  Phosphate  Carbonate  of  Phosphate  of  'Water, 

of  Calcium.  Sodium.  Sodium. 


+ CO2 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


+ 


CaHP04 

Monocalcic 

Phosphate. 


Sodii  Salicylas  (NaC7H,  0,s)2Hj0. 


2HC7HO3 

Salicylic 

Acid. 


f NaoCOa  = (NaCTHrOsL. 

Carbonate  of  Salicylate  of 
Sodium.  Sodium. 


P CO2  + H2O 

Carbonic  'W’ater. 
Acid  Gas. 


Sodii  Sulphas  (NaiSOi.lOHiO). 


NaCl  + 

Chloride  of 
Sodium. 

2NaHS04 

Acid  Sulphate 
of  Sodium. 

H2O 

Water. 


+ 


H-SO4  = HCl 

Sulphuric  Hydrochloric 

Acid.  Acid. 

NaiCOs  = 

Carbonate  of 
Sodium. 

CO2 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


NaHS04 

Acid  Sulphate 
of  Sodium. 

2Na2S04  + 

Sulphate  of 
Sodium. 


Sodii  Sulphis  (Na2S03,7H20). 


+ 


2H2SO3 

Sulphurous 
Acid. 

CO. 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 

2NaHS0:4H20  + 

Acid  Sulphite  of 
Sodium. 

+ CO2.  + 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas. 


f Na.CO;aOH20  = 2NaHSO.,4H.O 

Carbonate  of  Acid  Sulphite  of 

Sodinm.  Sodium. 

7H2O 

Water. 


Na2CO3,10H2O  = 2Na2SO;4,7H.O 

Carbonate  of  Sulphite  of 

Sodium.  Sodium. 

8H2O 

Water. 


Sodii  Sulphocarbolas  (NaCi;H„S04,2H20\ 


HSOi  + 

Sulphuric  Acid. 


HCaHO  = HCsHaSOi  + H2O 

Carbolic  Sulphocarbolic  ater 

Acid.  Acid. 


(HC„H5S0,)2 

Suli)hocarbolic 

Acid. 

+ CO. 

Carbonic 
Acid  Gas. 


+ 


+ 


Na^COa 

Carbonate  of 
Sodium. 

H.O 

Water. 


2NaC,HoS04 

Sulphocarbolate 
of  Sodium. ' 


CHEMICAL  KEACTIONS. 
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Sodii  Valerianas  (NaCsHyOo). 
CoHiiHO  + O2  = 

Amylic  Alcohol.  0.\:ygen. 

HC6H,.02  + NaHO  = 

Valerianic  Hydx'ate  ot 

Acid.  Sodiiun. 


Sulphur  Praecipitatum  (S). 

12s  + SCaHaOi  = 2CaS,5  + CaS-Os  + SHxO 

Sulphur.  Slaked  Lime.  Polysulphide  Hyposulphite  Waterj 

of  Calcimn.  of  Calcium. 

2CaS3  + CaS-Os  + 6HC1  = 6S0 

Polysulphide  Hyposulphite  Hydrochloric  Sulphur 

of  Calcium.  of  Calcium.  Acid. 

+ 3CaCl.  d 3H2O  ' 

Chloride  of  Water. 

Calcium. 


Sulphuris  lodidum  (SJ-). 

S>  -r  I,  = S2I2 

Sulphur.  Iodine.  Iodide  of 

Sulphur. 


Zinci  Acetas  (Zn(C.H;i02)2,2H20). 

ZnC03CZn2H0).H20  + GHC^HhO.  = 3lZn(C.H.sO.)2 

Carbonate  of  Zinc.  Acetic  Acid.  Acetate  of  Zinc. 

+ 6H2O  + CO. 

Water.  Carbonic 

Acid  Gas. 


HC3H9O2  + HoO 

Valerianic  Water. 

Acid. 

NaCsHyO.  + H2O 

Valerianate  of  Water. 
Sodium. 


Zinci  Carbonas  (ZnCO;i(Zn2HO)2,H.O. 

3ZnS04  -1  3HoO  + 3Na2C03  = ZnC03(Zn2H0)2,H2O 

feulpbate  o£  "Water.  Carbonate  of  Carbonate  of  Zinc. 

Zinc.  Sodium. 


+ 3Na.S0i 

Sulphate  of 
Sodinin. 


+ 2CO.  + 

Carlionic 
Acid  Ga-s. 


2H..0 

Water. 


Zinci  Chloridum  (ZnCU). 

Zn,  4 4HC1  = 2ZnCl2  i 2H. 

Zinc.  Hydrocldoric  Chloride  of  Hydrogen. 

Acid.  Zinc. 


Zinci  Oxidum  (ZnOj. 
ZnCO,AZn2HO)2H.O 

Carbonate  of  Zinc. 


3ZnO  I CO.  + 3H,0 

O.xide  of  Carbonic  Water. 
Zinc.  Acid  Ga.s. 
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Zinci  Sulphas  (ZnS04,7Hj0). 

Zn>  + 2H2SO1  = 2ZnS0i  + 2H2 

Zinc.  Sulphuric  Sulphate  of  Hj'clrogen. 

Acitl.  Zinc. 


Zinci  Sulphocarbolas  (ZnCCiH.SOOsjHiO}. 

HSOi  + HC,;H50  = HC,;Hf,S04  1 H.O 

Sulphuric  Carbolic  Acid.  Sulphocarbolic  lYater. 

Acid.  Acid. 

ZnO  + 2C,;H,4HS04  = Zn(C,;H,,S04>2  + H.O 

Zinc  Sulphocarbolic  Siilphocarbolate  Water. 

Oxide.  Acid.  of  Zinc. 


Zinci  Valerianas  (Zn2CoH:.02). 

ZnSOi  + 2NaC5K,02  = Na.SOi  ^ Zn2C..H  O2 

Sulphate  of  Valerianate  of  Sulphate  of  Valerianate 

Zinc.  Sodium.  Sodium.  of  Zinc. 


WEIGHTS  AHD  MEASURES 

OF  THE 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPCEIA. 


WEIGHTS. 

1 Grain  gr. 

1 Ounce  (Avoir.)  07.. 

1 Pound  lb.  = 16  ounces 


437-5  Grains 
7000  " „ 


MEASURES 


1 Minim  min. 

1 Fluid  Drachm  11.  dr. 

] Fluid  Ounce  11.  oz. 

1 Pint  O. 

1 Gallon  C.! 


OF  CAPACITY. 

= GO  minims 
= 8 fluid  drachms 

= 20  fluid  ounces 

= 8 pints 


WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUKES. 


6i)l 


MEASURES  OF  LENGTH. 


1 Inch  in- 
1 2 Inches  = 1 foot 

36  „ =3  feet  = 1 yard 

RELATION  OF  MEASURES  TO  WEIGHTS. 

1 Minim  is  the  measure  of  grains  of  water 

1 Fluid  Drachm  ,,  -oI'fiSTu  „ 

I Fluid  Ounce  „ 1 ounce  or  437-5 

1 Pint  „ 1‘25  pounds  or  8750-0  „ 

1 Gallon  „ 10  pounds  or  70,000-0  „ 


WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  OF  THE  METRIC 
SYSTEM. 

WEIGHTS. 

1 Milligramme  =the  thousandth  part  of  I grm.  or  0-001  grm. 

1 Centigramme  =the  hundredth  „ O’Ol  ,, 

1 Decigramme  = the  tenth  _ 0-1  ,, 

1 Gramme  —weight  of  a cubic  centimetre  of 

water  at  4°  C.  (15-432  grs.)  DO  ,, 

1 Dekagramme  =ten  grammes  „ 10-0  „ 

1 Hectogramme  = one  hundred  grammes  ,,  100-0  ,, 

1 Kilogramme  = one  thousand  grammes  ,,  lOOO'O  „ 

MEASURES  OF  CAPACITY. 

I Millilitre  = 1 cub.  centim.  or  the  mea.  of  1 gram,  of  water 

1 Centilitre  =10  „ 10  n « 

1 Decilitre  = 100  „ 100  .,  „ 

1 Litre  =1000  „ 1000  „ (1  kilo) 

MEASURES  OF  LENGTH. 

1 Millimetre  =thc  thousandth  part  of  1 metre,  or  0-001  metre 

1 Centimetre  = the  hundredth  ,,  0-01  „ 

1 Decimetre  =the  tenth  part  ,,  0-1  ,, 

1 Metre 1'**  » 

RELATION  OF  THE  WEIGHTS  OF  THE  BRITISH  PHARJIACOPCEIA 
TO  THE  METRIC  WEIGHTS. 

1 Round  = 453-5927  grammes 

1 Ounce  = 28-3495  ,, 

1 Grain  = 0-0G18  ,, 
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WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUKES. 


RELATION  OF  MEASURES  OF  CAPACITY  OF  THE  BRITISH 
PHAEMACOPCEIA  TO  THE  METRIC  MEASURES. 

1 Gallon  = 4-54.3458  litres 

1 Pint  = 0-567932  „ or  567-932  cubic  centimetres 

1 Fluid  Ounce  = 0 028397  „ 28-397 

1 Fluid  Drachm  = 0-003550  „ 3-650  „ 

1 Minim  = 0-000069  ,,  0-059  „ 


RELATION  OF  THE  METRIC  WEIGHTS  TO  THE  WEIGHTS  OF 
THE  BRITISH  PHAEMACOPCEIA. 


1 Milligramme  = 0-015432 

1 Centigramme  = 0-16432 

1 Decigramme  = 1-5432 

1 Gramme  = 15-432 

1 Kilogramme  = 2 lbs.  3 

oz.  119-8  grs.,  or  16432-349 


grs. 


RELATION  OP  THE  METRIC  MEASURES  TO  THE  MEASURES 
OF  THE  BRITISH  PHAEMACOPCEIA. 

1 Millimetre  = 0-03937  inches 

1 Centimetre  = 0-39371  ,, 

1 Decimetre  = 3-93708  ,, 

1 Metre  = 39-37079  „ or  1 yard  3-37  inches 

*1  Cubic  Centimetre  = 15-432  grains. 

1 Litre  = l-76077  pint,  or  1 pint  15  oz.  1 dr.  43  m. 


* The  cubic  centimetre  is  a standard  at  4°  C.  (.39°.2  F.),  the  grain  at  62° 
F.  (16°.e6  C.) 


INDEX 


Ablution  69 

Abrus  Precatorius  (Jequirity 
Seeds)  ...  ...  ...  -197 

Abstracts  ...  ...  ...  138 


Acacia 

163,  297 

Accumulation 

81,  86 

A.C.E.  Mixture  ... 

...  363 

Aceta,  Table  of  ... 

...  131 

Acetum 

163,  297 

Achillea  Mil. 

...  199 

Acids,  Theory  of  the  Action 

of  

...  121 

Acid,  Acetic 

163,  297 

.,  Arsenious  ... 

161,  298 

„ Benzoic 

165,  300 

.,  Boracic,  or  Boric 

165,  301,  339 

..  Carbolic 

166,  301 

;;  „ In  Pill 

...  63 

,,  Chromic 

106.  303 

„ Chrysophauic 

...'  166 

„ Citric 

167,  303 

,,  Fluoric  ' 

...  199 

,,  Gallic 

167,  301 

„ „ In  Pill 

...  53 

,,  Gynocardic... 

...  516 

„ Hydrobromic 

167,  339 

„ Hydrochloric 

167,  305 

„ Hj'drocyanic,  Diluted 

168,  .307 

,,  Lactic 

168,  308 

„ Meconic 

...  168 

„ Nitric  168 

305,  308 

„ Nitro-Hydroch. 

169,  308 

„ Oleic 

169,  309 

,,  Osmic  ...  ...  199 

,,  Perosraic  ...  ...  199 

.,  Phosphoric,  Concen- 
trated ...  169,310 

,,  Picric  .'500 

„ Prussic  168 


„ Pyrogallic  ... 

...  600 

„ Salicylic,  in  Mixture 

35, 

169,  310 

„ Sclerotic 

...  501 

,,  Sulphuric  ... 

170,  312 

,,  Sulphurous... 

170,  312 

,,  Tannic 

170,  301 

„ Tartaric 

171,  312 

,,  Trichloroacetic 

...  .501 

Aconiti  Fob 

171,  312 

„ Bad. 

172,  312 

Aconitine... 

172,  312 

Action  of  Medicines 

...  123 

Actfea  Kacemosa... 

205,  365 

Adeps  Benzoatus... 

172,  313 

„ Pneparatus 

172,  313 

Adhesive  Plaster ... 

...  265 

Adjuvant,  in  a Kecipe  ...  93 

Administrtu.  of  Medicines  81 

^Egle  Marmelos  (Bael 

Fruit) 

...  189 

jEther 

173,  313 

^Ethyl  Bromide  (ITydro- 
bromic  Ether)...  ...  521 
^Ethyl  Iodide  (Hydriodic 

Ether) 525 

AfEusion 69 

Agaricus  Albus  ...  ...  602 

Agaricus  Muscaria  ...  516 
Age  in  Disease  ...  ...  81 

Agitation 69 

Ague  Drop,  Tasteless  (or 
Fowler’s  Solution  ...  161 
Alljutnen  Ovi  ...  ...  251 

,,  for  Coating  Pills  51 
Alcohol  ...  ...  171,  315 

Alcohol,  Amylic  ...  171,316 

Alcohol,  Ethylie  ...  171,  315 

Aldehyde 552 

Alder,  Bl.ack  (Frangula)  265 
Algarotti’s  Powder  (An- 
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timonium  Oxide)  ...  182 
Alkalies  ...  ...  ...  121 

Alkaline  Bath  ...  ...  482 

Allium  602 

Allspice  254 

Almonds,  Sweet  and  Bit- 
ter ...  ...  179,  324 

Aloes,  Socot.  Sc  Barb.  174,  317 
Aloin  ...  ...  174,  318 

Alteratives,  Group  of  ...  124 

AlthEea  603 

Alumen  ...  ...  176,  318 

,,  Iron  603 

Amanita  Muscaria  ...  546 
Amaranthus  Spinosa  ...  604 
American  Hellebore  (Vera- 

trumVir.)  291 

American  Indian  Hemp...  512 
,,  Jasmine  ...  223 
Ammoniacum  ...  176,  319 

Ammoniated  Mercury  ...  230 
Ammoniated  Chloroform  6 1 6 
Ammonium,  Ammonia  177,  319 

Amygdala 179,  324 

Amyl  Nitris  ...  180,  324 

Amylum  ...  ...  ISO,  325 

Amyl  Hydride  ...  ...  659 

Anacardium  ...  ...  504 

Anassthetics,  Group  of  ...  124 
„ Relative  Danger  of  362 
Analgesics,  Group  of  ...  125 

Analysis 79 

Anaphrodisiacs,  Group  of  124 

Auemonin...  ...  ...  5o6 


Anemone  Pulsatilla  ...  666 

Anethum  ...  ...  181,  326 

Angostura  (Cusparia)  ...  215 
Anhidrotics,  Group  of  ...  125 

Anisum  ...  ...  181,  32.5 

Anodyne,  Hoffman’s  ...  173 
Anodynes,  Group  of  ...  12.5 
Anodyne  Linim  (Lin.  Opii)  217 
Antacids  ...  ...  ...  124 


Antagonists,  Group  of  ...  12.) 
Anthemis...  ...  182,325 

Anthelmintics,  Group  of  125 


Antidotes,  Group  of  ...  125 
Antidotes  (See  Index  of 


Poisons) 

...  611 

Anti-fat  

...  528 

Antilithics,  Group  of 

...  125 

Antimonium 

182,  325 

Antiparasitics,  Group  of...  125 

Antiperiodics 

..  125 

Antiphlogistics  .. 

...  125 

Antipyretic  Tinct.,  war- 

burg’s 

...  568 

Antii)yretics,  Group  of  ...  12G 

Antiscolics 

...  125 

Antiseptics 

...  125 

Antiseptic  Method 

...  302 

Antisialics 

...  126 

Antispasmodics  . . . 

...  126 

Aperients  ... 

...  126 

Aphrodisiacs 

...  126 

Apiol  

...  505 

Apocyiium  Cannabmum...  ol2 

Apomorphine 

183,  327 

Aqua  

184,  328 

Aqua  Menth.  in  Pharmacy  66 

Aquaj,  Table  of  ... 

...  131 

Aquapuncture 

...  331 

Araroba  

...  205 

Argel  Leaves 

...  276 

Argentum 

184,  332 

Armoracia 

185,  333 

Arnica 

185,  333 

Aromatic  Powder 

...  208 

Arrow  Poison 

...  519 

Arsenic  

164,  298 

Arsenium  Iodide... 

164,  300 

ArteraiiBia  ... 

...  271 

Asafoetida 

185,333 

Aseptol  

506,  563 

Asiatic  Pennywort 

...  536 

Asparagin... 

...  .507 

Aspidospermine  ... 

...  507 

Astringents 

126,  304 

Atropine 

186,  3S4 

Aurantium 

187,  336 

.Avoirdupois  Weights 

...  580 

Axungia  (Lard)  ... 

...  172 
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Baking  Soda 

280 

Balm  of  ArcfBus 

216 

Balsam,  Canada  ... 

287 

,,  Dipterocarpi 

631 

„ Friar’s  

190 

„ Gurjun 

.531 

,.  Peru  ...  188, 

336 

„ Tolu  ...  188, 

336 

Baly’s  Pill 

383 

Baptisin  ... 

508 

Barberry,  Holly-leaved  ... 

508 

Bark,  Gathering  & Drying 

75 

„ Bebeeru  

246 

„ Angostura 

215 

,,  Black  Haw... 

567 

„ Canella 

198 

,,  Casca 

514 

„ Cascara  Amarga  ... 

514 

Sagrada  ... 

266 

,,  Cascarilla 

201 

.,  Cinchona  ... 

206 

,,  Cinnamon  ... 

207 

„ Coto  

519 

,,  Cotton  Root 

530 

,,  Cusparia 

215 

„ Dogwood  ... 

654 

,,  Hoangnan  ... 

533 

„ Honduras 

614 

,,  Jesuits’  (Cinchona) 

206 

,,  Larch 

236 

,,  Oak... 

264 

„ Ordeal  (Casca) 

614 

„ Paracoto 

619 

„ Pomegranate  Root. . 

226 

,,  Quebracho  ... 

.567 

„ Sacrc(  1 

266 

„ Sassy  

614 

„ Witch-hazel 

532 

,,  Wild  Cherry 

555 

Barley  

227 

Barm 

202 

Basilicon  Ointment 

265 

Basham’s  Mi.xture 

. 508 

Basis,  in  a Recipe 

. 93 

Battley’s  Sedative 

. 247 

Baths,  Therapeutics  of  .. 

. 330 

Baths,  Water,  Sand,  and 

Steam  

Bearberry  Leaves  ...  289 

Bebceru  Bark  ...  ...  246 

Beberinte  Sulphas.  189,  336 

Beeswax  ...  ...  ...  202 

Bel®  Fructus  ...  189,  336 

Belladonna  ...  189,  334 

Benger’s  Liquor  ...  ...  551 

Benzoinum  ...  190,  336 

Benzin  ...  ...  ...  508 

Berberis  Aquif olium  . . . 608 
Berthollet’s  Salt  (KClOal  260 
Bhang  (Cannabis  Ind.)  ...  198 
Bichloride  of  Methylene...  545 
Bile,  Purified  Ox....  ...  217 

Bile  Salts 509 

Bismuth  ...  ...  191,337 

Bitter  Apple  210 

Black  Alder  (Frangula)  265 
,,  Cohosh  (Actrea  R.)  205 

„ Draught 277 

,,  Haw  ...  ...  667 

,,  Pepper  255 

„ Snake  Root  (Actfea)  205 

„ Wash  230 

Bladder  Seaweed...  ...  528 

Blanchard’s  Pill  ...  390 

Bland’s  Pill  53 

Blattic  Acid  517 

Bleaching  Powder  ...  195 

Blisters,  Dispensing  of  ...  59 

,.  Therapeutics  of...  362 
Blistering  Collodion  ...  199 
Blistering  Liquid  ...  199 

Blistering  Paper 199 

Blue  Gum  Tree  (Eucalp- 
tus)  ...  ..  ...  217 

Blue  Pill  and  Ointment...  228 
Blue  Stone  (Cupri  Sulph.)  21 1 
Blue  Vitriol  (Cupri  Sulph.)  214 
Blood  Root  ...  ...  560 

Bogbanc  (or  Buckbcati)  509 
Boiling  ...  ...  ...  69 

Boldoa  Fragrans...  ...  509 

Bolus  52 
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Bone  Ash  ... 

Bone  Black 
Bonjean’s  Ergotine 
Boracic  Acid  165,  301, 

Borax  192, 

Boroglyceride  ...  301, 

Brandy  283, 

Bread-crumb 
Brimstone  (Sulphur) 
Bromal  Hydrate  ... 
Bromide  of  Ethyl 
Bromoform 

Bromum 192, 

Broom  

Brucia 
Bryonia  ... 

Buchu  ...  192,  311, 

Burdock  ... 

Burgundy  Pitch 

Burnett’s,  Sir  W.,  Fluid... 
Butter  of  Antimony 
But’r.  of  Zinc  (Zinc  Chlor.) 
Butyl-chloral  Hydrat  193, 
,.  in  Pills 

Bjme  (Extract  of  Malt)... 

Cacao  Butter  

Caffeine  193, 

Cafta 

Cajuput 193, 

Calabar  Bean 
Calamina...  ...  191, 

Calcination 

Calcium  Phos.,  Excipient 

Calcium 191, 

Calisaya  Bark  (Cinchona) 
Calomel  ... 

„ (Vegetable)  258, 

Calumba 196, 

Calx  195, 

Calx  Sulph.  (in  Pill) 

Cambogia 196, 

Camphor 197, 

„ Carbolatcd 

Compounding  of 
Mouobromate... 
,,  I’oppermint  ... 


Canada  Balsam  ... 

...  287 

Canadian  Hemp  ... 

...  512 

Canellm  Cortex  ... 

198,  350 

Cannabin  Tannas 

...  511 

Cannabinon 

...  511 

Cannabinum  Apocy. 

...  512 

Cannabis  Indica ... 

198,  350 

Cautharis... 

198,351 

Cantharidin 

...  512 

Capsicum... 

199,  353 

Caraway  ... 

...  200 

Carbaminic  Ether 

...  566 

Carbo  Ligni  and  Animalis 

199.  351 

Carbolic  Acid 

166,  301 

„ Oil 

...  166 

„ Lotion 

...  166 

,,  in  Pills 

Carbon  Disulphide 

1 ...  53 

...  512 

Carbonis  Detergens 

...  512 

Carbonis  Tetrachloride  ...  513 

Cardamoms 

200,  355 

Carduus  Marire  ... 

...  513 

Carica 

...  551 

Carlsbad  Salt 

...  613 

Carminatives,  Group  of...  126 

Carolina  Pink 

...  562 

Carron  Oil 

...  195 

Carui  Fructus  ... 

200,  355 

Caryophyllum  ... 

201,  355 

Casca  Bark  (Sassy) 

...  511 

Cascara  Amarga  ... 

...  514 

„ Sagrada... 

Cascarillre  Cortex 

266,  355 

201.  356 

Cashew  Nut 

...  504 

Cassim  Pul  pa 

201,  356 

Castile  Soap 

...  272 

Castor  Oil... 

...  268 

Cataplasmata,  Table  of  ...  132 
„ Therapeutics  of  357 
Catechu  ...  ...  201,357 

Cathartics,  Group  of  ...  126 

Caulophyllin  511 

Caustic,  Lunar  181 

,.  ^litigated  ...  181 
Caustics,  Group  of  ...  128 
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Cayenne  Pepper  ... 

...  199 

Citrate  of  Iron  & Q.  in 

Pills  54 

Cedron 

...  514 

Citrine  Ointment... 

... 

228 

Cera  

202,  358 

Climate,  Influence  of 

. . . 

84 

Cerate,  Turner’s  ... 

...  194 

Claret 

. . . 

317 

Cerevisife  F ermentum 

202,  358 

Clarification 

... 

70 

Cerii  Oxalas 

203,  358 

Cleavers 

. . . 

528 

Cetaceuni 

203,  358 

Cloves  

. . . 

201 

Cetraria  ... 

203,  368 

Clysters,  Table  of 

... 

136 

Cevadilla  ... 

...  269 

Coating  of  Pills  .. 

51 

Chalk 

...  213 

Cocoa  and  Cocaine 

208, 

370 

Chamomile  Flowers 

182,  325 

Cocculus  Indicus... 

. . • 

517 

Charcoal  .. 

...  199 

Coccus 

209, 

371 

Charta,  Table  of  . . . 

...  132 

Cochineal... 

. . • 

209 

Charta  Epispastica 

199,  351 

Cockroaches 

. . . 

517 

Charta  Sinapis  ... 

...  278 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

245, 

421 

Chaulmoogra  Oil... 

...  515 

Codeine  ... 

209, 

372 

Chechen  ... 

...  515 

Cohosh,  Black  (Actma)... 

205 

Chelsea  Pensioner 

...  396 

„ Blue  (Caulophy Bin)  614 

Chemical  Food  (Pan'ish’s)  66.3 

Colchicine 

518 

Chemical  Eeactions 

...  569 

Colchicum 

209, 

372 

Cherry  Laurel  Leaves 

...  2.36 

Collodia,  Table  of 

... 

1.33 

,,  Bark 

...  556 

Collodion  ... 

210,  373 

Chian  Turpentine 

...  515 

Colloid,  Styptic  ... 

... 

618 

Chinolinum 

...  616 

Collyria,  Compoundin 

g of 

37 

Chirata 

203,  358 

Colocyuth 

210, 

374 

Chloral  Hydras  ... 

204,  358 

Combination  of  Medicines 

88 

Chloranodyne  (Chloro- 

Compound  Preparations... 

161 

dyne 

...  205 

Compounding,  Term 

... 

19 

Chloric  Ether 

...  205 

Concentrated  Infusions... 

66 

Chlorinated  Lime 

...  195 

Condy’s  Fluid 

... 

262 

Chlorine 

204,  360 

Confections,  Compound- 

Cholagogues,  Group  of  ...  127 

ing  of  ... 

... 

37 

Chlorodyne 

...  206 

Confections,  Table  of 

... 

133 

Chloroform 

204,  360 

Coniine 

... 

518 

Chloromorphia  (Chloro- 

Conium 

211 

375 

dyne  Tr.  Chlor.  et  M.)  205 

Conserves,  Comp’ndin 

g of 

37 

Christison’s  Pill  (Col.  ct 

Contusion,  Process  of 

... 

70 

Hyoscy) 

...  211 

Convallamarin  ... 

518 

Chrysarobin 

205,  364 

Convallaria  Majalis 

... 

518 

Chrysophanic  Acid 

...  205 

Convallarin 

... 

518 

Ciliary  Excitants 

...  127 

Cooper’s  (Sir  A.)  Ointin’nt. 

300 

Cimicifuga 

205,  366 

Copaib.a  ... 

212, 

376 

Cinchona... 

206,  365 

„ Pills  of... 

54 

Cinchonidine  Sulphate  ...  207 

„ Paste  of... 

380 

Cinchonine 

...  207 

Copper 

214 

Cinnamomum  ^ ... 

207,  370 

Copperas  (Ferri  Sulph.)... 
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Coriandrum 

212,  377 

Corking  of  Bottles 

...  33 

Corrective,  in  a Recipe 

...  93 

Corm  ,Colchicum... 

...  209 

Corn  Ergot 

...  566 

Corn  Silk.... 

...  562 

Corn  Smut 

...  566 

Corrosive  Sublimate 

...  229 

Coto  Bark... 

...  519 

Cotton  Wool 

...  225 

Couch  Grass 

...  566 

Counter-irritants 

...  127 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

...  262 

Creasotum 

212,  377 

„ in  Pill ... 

...  53 

Creta 

213,  378 

Croeus  

213,  378 

Croton  Oleum 

213,  378 

Croton-chloral  Hydrate...  193 

Crumb  of  Bread  ... 

...  212 

Crystals,  in  Mixtures 

...  30 

,,  in  Ointments 

...  55 

Crystallisation  ... 

...  70 

Cubebs 

211,  379 

Cubebs,  Paste  of... 

...  380 

Cucumber  Squirting 

...  215 

Cuprum  and  Preparations 

211,  380 

Curara 

...  519 

Curd  Soap 

...  272 

Cusiparia 

215,  380 

Cusso 

215,  381 

Cypripedium 

...  520 

Damiana  ... 

...  520 

Dandelion 

...  286 

Datura  Tatula 

...  521 

Daturine 

...  521 

Deadlj^  Nightshade 

...  189 

Decantation 

...  69 

Decoction,  Process  of 

...  69 

Decoction  of  Woods  (Sarsm 

Co.) 

...  273 

Decoctions,  Table  of 

...  133 

Decoloration 

...  71 

Declina  Oil 

...  5lG 

Deliriants... 

...  185 

Delpliine  ...  ...  ...  522 

Demulcents,  Group  of  ...  127 

Deodorants  ...  ...  127 

Depressants,  Group  of  ...  129 

Depuration  ...  ...  70 

Derivatives  ...  ...  127 

Desiccation  ...  ...  71 

Despumation  ...  ...  71 

Diachylon  ...  ...  257 

Dialysed  Iron  220 

Diaphoretic  Mixture  ...  321 

Diastase 511 

Diaphoretics,  Group  of  ...  127 

Digestion 72 

Digitalin  ...  ...  ...  522 

Digitalis  ...  ...  215,  381 

Diluents,  Group  of  ...  127 

Dill  181,. 325 


Discutieuts,  Group  of  ... 

Discs,  Table  of 

Disinfectants,  Group  of... 

Disi^ensing,  Meaning  of... 

Displacement 

Distillation 

Diuretics,  Group  of 

Dogwood,  Jamaica 

Domestic  Measures 

Donovan’s  Solution 

Dosage 

Douche 

Dover’s  Powder 

Dram  in  Compounding  2 
Drastics,  Group  of 
Draught,  Black  ... 
Draughts  ... 

Dressing,  Scott’s... 

Dropping 

Drops,  size  of  

Drying,  Process  of 
Duboisia  Myoporoidcs  ... 

Easton’s  Syrup 

Ebullition  

Eebalium 

Ecbolics,  Group  of 
Effervescing  Jlixtures 

ir.7,  301,  389 
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Egg  Flip  ... 

Egg,  Yolk  of 
„ Albumen  ... 

Elatei'in  ... 

Elaterium 
Elder  FloAvers 
Elecampane 
Electuaries,  Comp'ncling  of  37 
„ Table  of  ...  133 
Electuary,  Lenitive 
Elemi 

Elixir  of  Yitriol ... 

Elutriation 
Emetic  Tartar  ... 

Emetics,  Group  of 

Emetine 

Emmenagogues,  Group  of  128 
Emollients,  Group  of  ...  128 
Emplastra,  Table  of  ...  135 
„ Therapeutics  of  384 
Emp.LyttiE(Cantharides)  198 
Emulsions  ...  ...  32 

Endermic  Medication  ...  82 

Enemata,  Table  of  ...  135 
„ Therapeutics  of  329 
Enepidermic  Medication  82 
Epidermic  Medication  ...  82 

Epsom  Salt  ...  ...  240 

„ in  Solution  ...  OG 
Ergot  of  Maize  or  Corn...  5G2 

„ Rye  21G 

Ergota  ...  ...  21G,  385 

Ergotine  ...  ...  ...  210 

Eriodyction  523 

Errhines,  Group  of  ...  128 

Erythrophloeum 623 

Escharotics,  Group  of  ...  128 

Eserine  ...  ...  ...  254 

Essences,  Table  of  ...  13G 

Ether  173,  313 

Ether  Chloric  206 


...  276 

21G,  384 

...  170 
...  73 
...  183 
...  128 
...  523 


...  284 
...  251 
...  251 

216,  383 
215,  383 

...  271 
...  533 


„ Hoffman’s...  ...  173 

„ Hydrobromic  ...  524 

.,  Hydriodic 525 

.,  llygrinic  ...  ...  537 

„ Sulphuric 173 


Ether  Nitrous 

173,  314 

„ Acetic 

173,  314 

„ Petroleum 

...  .508 

Ethidene  Dichloride 

...  524 

Ethyl  Bromide  ... 

...  524 

Ethyl  Iodide 

...  525 

Ethylate  of  Sodium 

...  281 

Eucalyptus 

217,  38G 

Euonymin 

...  525 

Eupatorium 

...  525 

Euphorbium 

...  626 

Evacnants,  Group  of 

...  126 

Evaporation 

...  73 

Excipients 

. . . 93 

Pill 

...  45 

Expectorants,  Group  of ...  128 

Explosive  Compounds 

...  oo 

Expression,  Process  of  ...  to 

Extracts,  to  Weigh 

...  21 

„ in  Mixtures 

...  35 

in  Ointments ...  65 

..  in  Pessaries 

...  .58 

,,  Prenaration  of  137 

,,  Table  of 

...  136 

Ext.  of  Byne  .^. 

...  644 

Eye  Washes 

...  37 

Farina  Lini 

...  237 

Farina  Tritici,  ... 

217,  387 

Fel  Bovinum 

217,  387 

Fellow’s  Syrup  ... 

...  526 

Fennel  Fruit 

...  222 

Fern,  Male 

222 

Ferrum 

217,  387 

Ficus 

222,  392 

Fig 

...  222 

FilixMas.... 

222,  392 

Filtration,  Process  of 

...  73 

Fir-wool  Oil 

...  25 

Flaxseed  ... 

...  237 

Flour,  Wheaten  ... 

...  217 

Floweks — 

Drying  of 

...  72 

Gathering  of  ... 

...  74 

In  Sublimation 

...  78 

Of  Benjamin  (Acul. 

Benzoic) 

...  165 
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Of  Lead  (Plumbi  Oxid.)  257 
Of  Zinc  (Zinc  Oxidum)  295 


Of  Sulphur  ...  ...  285 

Fluid  Magnesia  ...  ...  259 

Fluoric  Acid  ...  ...  499 

Fly  Agaric  ...  ...  546 

Fly,  Spanish  ...  ...  198 

Flying  Blisters  ...  ...  352 

Fceniculum  ...  222,392 

Fordyce’s  Law  of  Com- 
bination ...  ...  89 

Formyl  Terchloride  (Chlo- 
roform)   204 

Fothergill’s  Pill  ...  ...  410 

Fousel  Oil  174 

Fowler’s  Solution  ...  164 
Foxglove  ...  ...  ...  216 

Fractional  Distillation  ...  72 

Fragrant  Sumach  ...  560 
Frankincense  ...  ...  288 

Friar’s  Balsam  ...  ...  191 

Friedrichshall  Water  418,  526 
Fuchsine  ...  ...  ...  627 

Fucus  Vesiculosus  ...  528 

Fuller’s  Earth  528 

Fungus  Laricis 602 

Fusion,  Process  of  ...  74 

Galbanum  ...  222,392 

Galium  Aparine 528 

Galla  ...  ...  223,304 

Gallic  Acid  167 

Galactagognes,  Group  of  129 
Galenical  Preparations  ...  131 
Gamboge  ...  ...  ...  196 

Gargles,  Compounding  of  37 

Garlic  502 

Gathering  of  Plants  ...  74 

Gaultheria  Procumbens...  529 
Gelatine  ...  ...  ...  529 

Gelatum  Petroleum  (Vas.)  262 
Gelscmium  ...  223,392 

Gentian  ...  ...  224,393 

Geranium...  ...  ...  530 

Gin  317,412 

Ginger  ...  ...  ...  294 

Girdwood’s  Remedy  ...  556 


Glass  (Soluble)  ...  ...  555 

Glauber’s  Salt  ...  ...  282 

Glonoin  (Nitroglycerine)  246 
Glycerines,  Table  of  ...  140 
Glycerinum  ...  224,394 

Glycyrrhiza  ...  224,395 

Goa  Powder  ...  ...  205 

Golden  Ointment  ...  402 
,,  Seal  ...  ...  535 

„ Crocus  (Antim, 

Sulph.)  ...  183 
Gossypium  ...  225,395 

Gossypium  Radicis  ...  530 
Goulard’s  Extract  ...  256 

Goulard’s  Water 256 

Gramme  ( = 15'432  grains)  90 
Grammatical  Aids  to  Pre- 
scription Writing  ...  96 

Granatum...  ...  225, 395 

Granulation,  Process  of  ...  75 

Grass,  Couch  566 

Gravimetric  Analysis  ...  79 
Gregory’s  Powder  ...  267 
Grey  Powder  ...  ...  227 

Griffith’s  Mixture  ...  218 
Griudelia  Robusta  ...  530 
Groups  of  'Therapeutic 


Agents  ... 

...  123 

Guaiacum 

225,  395 

Guaranine 

...  193 

Guarana  ... 

...  531 

Gum  Acacia 

...  163 

Gum  Resins 

...  32 

Gun  Cotton 

...  263 

Gunjah 

...  198 

Gurjun  Balsam  ... 

...  631 

Gutta  Percha 

226.  396 

Guy’s  Pill... 

...  383 

Gynocardic  Acid ... 

...  615 

Habit,  Influence  of 

...  84 

Hicmatics 

...  129 

Hicinatoxylum  ... 

226,  396 

Hicmoglobin  Pills 

...  631 

Hair,  Growth  of.  Stimu- 

lant  for 

...  466 
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Hard  Soap 

...  272 

Hydrocotyle  Asiatica  ... 

536 

Hartshorn  and  Oil 

...  178 

Hydrocyanic  Acid 

168 

Hashish  ... 

...  350 

Hydrofluoric  Acid 

499 

Hazelinc  ... 

...  532 

Hydrogen  Peroxide 

537 

Heavy  Oil  of  Wine 

...  173 

Hydroquinone  

536 

Heberden’s  Ink  ... 

...  219 

Hydroxyl 

537 

Hedeoma  ... 

...  533 

Hygrinic  Ether  ... 

5.^  / 

Helenin  

...  533 

Hyoscine  ... 

533 

Hellebore,  Green... 

...  290 

Hyoscyamus  ...  231, 

403 

Hemidesmus 

226,  397 

Hyoscyamia 

537 

Hemlock  ... 

...  211 

Hypnotics  

129 

Hemp.  Indian 

...  198 

Hypodermic  Medication 

82 

Henbane  ... 

...  231 

Hypophosphites  ... 

346 

Hepar  Sulphuris  (Sulphu- 

latroleptic  Medication  ... 

82 

rated  Potash)  ... 

...  258 

Iceland  Moss 

203 

Hippo  (Ipecacuanha) 

...  232 

Ichthyol  ... 

538 

Hips  

...  268 

Idiosyncrasy  

84 

Hirudo 

227,397 

Incineration,  Process  of... 

70 

HocinffUciii  ••• 

...  533 

Incompatibility  ...  6' 

',  87 

Hoffmann’s  Anodyne  Lin.  173 

Indian  Hemp 

198 

Homatropine 

...  531 

„ Liquorice.  Wild... 

497 

Homberg’s  Sedative 

Salt 

,,  Sarsaparilla 

226 

(Boric  Acid)  ... 

...  301 

,,  Tobacco  ... 

238 

Honey 

...  241 

Infusions  Concentrated... 

66 

Hong-Pang-Chong 

...  560 

,,  Process  of 

7.*) 

Hopein 

...  5.34 

,,  Table  of 

141 

Hops  

...  238 

Ingluvin  ... 

539 

Hordeum  ... 

227,  398 

Ingredients,  Loose  or  Dry 

67 

Horseradish 

...  185 

Inhalations,  Table  of 

160 

Huile  de  Cade 

...  549 

Injections,  Comirounding 

37 

Humulus  Lupulus 

...  238 

„ Hypodermic 

142 

Hyd.  Chlor.,  in  a Recipe  67 

„ Therapeutics  of  329 

Hydragogues 

...  127 

Ink,  Heberden’s  ...  ...  219 

Hydrangea  Arborescens  ..  536 

Inoculation 

82 

Hydrargyrum 

227,  398 

lod.ated  Phenol  ... 

539 

Hydrargyrum  Formidatum  535 

Iodide  of  Ethyl  ... 

525 

Hydrarg.  Tan.  Oxy. 

...  536 

Iodine  231, 

405 

Hydrastis  Canadensis 

...  .535 

Iodized  Phenol  ... 

539 

Hydric  Bromide  (Hydro- 

Iodoform 231 

404 

bromic  Acid  ... 

...  167 

lodum  ...  ...  231 

405 

Hydriodate  of  Potash 

Ipecacuanha,  Prepara- 

(Pot  lodidum)... 

...  261 

tions  of...  ...  232 
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Hydriodic  Ether... 

...  525 

Ipomma  Cserulca... 

539 

Hydrobromic  Acid 

...  167 

Iridin  or  Irisin  

540 

Hydrochinon 

...  536 

Iris 

510 

Hydrochloric  Acid 

...  167 

Iron  Alum 
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002 


INDEX. 


Iron,  Preparations  ...  217 

„ Quevenne’s 222 

Iso-Naphthol  517 

Jaborandi 233,  410 

Jacaranda  Lancifoliata  540 

Jalap  233,  412 

Jamaica  Pepper  (All- 
spice), 254  ; Sarsaparilla  273 
Jamaica  Dogwood  ...  554 
James’  Powder  ...  ...  182 

Jatamansi  Boot  (Sumbul)  286 
Jecoris  Aselli  Oleum  (Cod 
Liver  Oil)  ...  ...  245 

Jequirity  Seeds  ...  ...  497 

Jarisch’s  Ointment  ...  500 

Jasmine,  Yellow  ...  ...  223 

Jesuit’s  Bark  (Cinc’nona)  206 
Juices,  Description  of  ...  151 

„ Table  of 151 

Juniperus 234,412 

Khat  ...  ...  ...  565 

Kairin  ...  ...  ...  540 

Kali  Water  ...  ...  259 

Karnala  234,  412 

Kaolin  ...  ...  46,  541 

Kava  Kava  ...  ...  541 

Kefir  543 

Kermes  Mineral  (Antimou. 
Sulphuratum)  ...  ...  183 

Kino  234,  412 

Knife  for  Ointments  ...  55 

Kola  Nut  ...  ...  ...  541 

Koumiss  ...  ...  ...  542 

Kousso  ...  ...  ...  215 

Krameria...  ...  235,413 

Labaraque’s  Disinfecting 
Fluid  (Liq.  Sodas  Chlor.)  281 
Labelling  ...  ...  ...  34 

Lac  235 

Lac  Sulphuris  285 

Lactic  Acid  ...  ...  168 

I.actopcptin  435 

Lacluca  ...  ...  235,  413 

I^adics’  Slipper  ...  ...  520 

li.amellaj.  Tabic  of  ...  142 
Lappa  543 


Larch  236 

Larch  Agaric  ...  ...  502 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  172 

Larix  236,  413 

Latin  Words  and  Phrases  100 
Laudanum  ...  ...  249 

Laurel,  Cheriy  236 

Laurocerasi  Folia  236,  414 

Lavandula  ...  236,  414 

Lavender 236 

Laxatives...  ...  ...  126 

Lead,  Flowers  of  (Plumbi 
Oxidum)  ...  ...  257 

Lead,  Preparations  of  ...  255 

„ Sugar  of  255 

„ White  256 

Leaves,  Gathering  and 

Drying  of  ...  75 

Leeches 

Lemon  Juice,  Artificial 

Lemons  237 

Lenitive  Electuary 
Leptandra 
Lettuce 
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Licoperdon  Giganteum  ... 
Lignum  Vitm 
Lily  of  the  Valley 
Lime 

Lime  Fruit 
Lime  Juice 
Lime  Water 

Limonum...  ...  237 

Liuctus  or  Lincture 
Liniment,  St.  John  Long’s 
Liniments,  Dispensing  of 
„ Table  of 
Lini  Farina 

Lini  Semina  ...  237, 

Linseed 
Linseed  Meal 
Liquorcs,  Table  of 
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Lidiium  ...  ...  238, 

Liquor  Curb.  Deterg.  ... 
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Litbarge  ...  ...  ...  2.57 

,,  Plaster 2.57 

Lithontriptics  ...  ...  125 

Litre  (If  pints) 590 

Liver,  Oil  of  Cod 245 

„ Of  Sulphur  ...  258 

Lixiviation  ...  ... 

Lobelia  ...  ...  238,  415 

Loch,  Compounding  of  ...  37 

Logwood  ...  ...  ...  226 

London  Paste  ...  ...  479 

Long’s,  St.  John,  Liniment  288 

Loose  ingredients  ...  67 

Lotion,  Carbolic 303 

,,  Spirit  ...  ...  317 

Lotions,  Compounding  of  37 

„ Table  of  ...  145 

Lozenges 157 

„ Table  of  ...  157 

Lunar  Caustic  184 

Lupulus  ...  ...  238,  416 

Lytta  (Cantharides)  ...  198 

Maceration  ...  ...  76 

Magenta  ...  ...  ...  527 

Magistral  Preparations  ...  131 
Magnesia...  ...  239,416 

Fluid 239 


„ Granular  Cit.  of  281 

„ in  Mixtures  ...  31 

,,  in  Recipe 

Magnifera  ludica 
Male  Fern 
Malt,  Extract  of ... 

Manaca  ... 

Mango  

Manganesium 
Manna 
Marble 

M.arc,  Meaning  of  Term  76 
Marmor  Alb.  ...  240,  419 

Marsh-mallow  ...  ...  503 

Mastiche  ...  ...  240,419 

Mate  ...  ...  ...  561 

Materia  Medica,  Meaning  17 

IMatico  241,  419 

5Ieadow  Saffron 209 


...  66 
...  545 

222 
!.!  544 

...  544 
...  545 

240,  419 
240.  419 

...  240 


Meal,  Linseed  ...  ...  237 

Measuring  ...  ...  23 

Measures  Graduated  ...  23 

„ Domestic  ...  90 

„ used  in  Prescribing  90 
Measures  and  Weights  ...  690 
Medicines,  Administr.  of  81 
„ Combination  of  88 

Mel  241,  419 

Mel  Boracis  192 

Mella,  Table  of 145 

Menispermin  545 

Menstruum,  Meaning  of  76 
Meiithm  Pip.  01.  ...  241,  420 

Menthte  Virid.  01.  242,  420 

Menthol  ...  ...  242,  420 

Mercury  (See  Hydrargy- 
rum) ...  ...  ...  227 

Mercury,  Oleate  of  ...  229 
,,  Vegetable  ...  544 
Methylated  Spirit  ...  545 
Methylic  Alcohol  ...  545 
Methylene  Bichloride  ...  545 
Mezereum  ...  242,  420 

Mica  Panis  ...  242,  420 

Milk  235 

,,  Sugar  of  ...  ...  270 

,,  of  Sulphur  ...  ...  285 

Mindererus’  Spirit  ...  178 
Mineral  Acids  ...  ...  305 

Minim  90 

Mist.  Cretas  (Cone.)  ...  66 

„ IfeiTi  Co.  (Cone.)  ...  6(! 
Mistletoe  ...  ...  ...  546 

Mixtures 26 

,,  Compounding  of  2() 
„ Table  of  ...  145 
Mixture,  Basham’s  ...  508 
„ Gregory’s  Colic  417 
,,  Griffith’s  ...  218 
Mixture,  White  or  Scuda- 
more’s   8 78 

Molasses  (Treacle)  ...  288 
Monobromated  Camphor  611 
Monkshood  ...  ...  17i 

Morphine 248,  429 


C04 


INDEX. 


MorrhufB  01. 

245,  421 

Official  Pharmacy 

...  69 

Mori  Succus 

243,421 

Oil,  Cod-liver 

...  245 

Mortar,  How  to  Use 

...  47 

„ Croton 

...  213 

Moschus 

245,  424 

„ Castor 

...  268 

Moss,  Iceland 

...  203 

„ Fir- wool 

...  439 

Mother  Liquor  ... 

...  71 

„ Deelina 

...  521 

Mucilagines,  Table  of 

...  146 

,,  Of  Ether 

...  173 

Mucilage  ... 

...  163 

„ Of  Cade 

...  549 

Muddiness  in  Liquids 

...  74 

Oils,  Table  of 

...  147 

Muscarin  ... 

...  546 

Ointment,  Basilicon 

...  265 

Mulberry  ... 

243,  421 

„ Citrine 

...  228 

Mullein  Plant 

...  566 

,,  Golden 

...  402 

Muriatic  Acid  (Hydro- 

„ Scott’s 

...  228 

chloric) 

...  167 

„ Turner’s 

...  194 

Musk  

245,  424 

Ointments,  Comp’nding  of  54 

Musk  Loot 

...  286 

„ Tables  of 

...  158 

Mustard  ... 

...  278 

Olea,  Table  of 

...  146 

Mustard  Pack 

...  331 

Oleates  

...  146 

Mydriatics 

...  129 

„ Table  of  ... 

...  146 

Myotics  

...  129 

Oleic  Acid 

...  169 

Myristica 

245,424 

Oleo- Resins 

...  146 

Myrrha 

245,  424 

Olive  Oil 

246,  428 

Naphtha,  Wood  ... 

...  545 

Onion,  Sea 

...  275 

Naphthalin 

...  646 

„ Spanish  ... 

...  486 

Naphthol 

...  647 

Opium 

246.  429 

Narceine  ... 

...  432 

Opium  Smoking  ... 

...  549 

Narcotics,  Groups  of 

...  129 

Opodeldoc 

...  273 

Nectandra 

...  246 

Orange  Peel  and  Flowers  187 

Nickel  Salts 

...  648 

Ordeal  Bark  (Casca) 

...  514 

Nicotine 

...  488 

„ Bean  (Calabar)  ...  253 

Nightshade  (Belladonna)  189 

Os  Ustum... 

251,433 

Nitre 

...  262 

Osmic  Acid 

...  499 

„ Spirits  of  .. 

...  173 

Ourari  (Arrow  Poison)  ...  519 

Nitric  Acid 

...  168 

Ovi  Albumen 

251,433 

Nitrite  of  Amyl  ... 

...  180 

Ovi  Vitcllus 

251,  433 

,,  of  Sodium 

...  .548 

Ox  Bile 

...  217 

„ of  Potassium 

...  548 

„ Gall  

...  217 

Nitrogen  ... 

...  648 

Oxethyl-chinoline 

...  540 

Nitroglycerine 

246,  424 

Oxalic  Acid  Poisouuig. 

Nomenclature  Unofficial  6(1 

(See  Index  for  Poisons  617 

Non-official  Remedies 

at  end  of  Book.) 

497  to  668 

Oxide  of  Ethyl  (Sulphuric 

Nutmeg  ... 

...  245 

Ether) 

...  173 

Nut-galls  ... 

...  223 

O.vygen  

...  660 

Nux  Vomica 

246,  425 

Oxymcl 

241,420 

Oak  Bark  ... 

...  264 

Ounce,  Oz. 

...  90 

INDEX. 


605 


252 


Ozoneine 

Pale  CatecEu 
Pancreatine 
Papain 
Papaver  ... 

Papaverine 

Papayotin 

Paper  

„ Wafer 
Papers,  Table  of  ... 

Paracoto  Bark  ... 

Paracotoin 
Paraffinum  Dur.  ... 

„ Molle. 

Paraguay  Tea 
Paraldehyde 
Paregoric  ... 

„ Scotch 

Pareira  

Parenchymatous  Injection 

Parrish’s  Syrup 

Paste,  London  

„ Vienna  

Proctor’s 

;;  Ward’s  

,,  Copaiba  or  Cubeb 
Pearl  Ashes(Potassii  Garb.)  260 

,,  Barley  227 

Pelletierine  ...  ...  553 

Pcllitory  of  Spain  ...  263 
Pennyroyal  ...  .••  •'33 

Pepper,  Black  ...  ...  2. >5 

„ Red  ...  _ ...  VM 

.Iamaica(Piin’uto)254 
Peppermint  ...  ”•  211 

Pepsin  ...  ...  2o3,  4.35 

Percolation  

Peritoneal  Medication  ...  32 

Permanganate  of  Potassi'm  2(52 
Peruvian  Bark  (Cinchona)  206 
Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  ...  537 
Peru  Balsam  ...  ...  133 

Pessaries,  Compounding  of  58 

Pestle,  Use  of  If 

Petroleum  .lelly  (Vaseline)  252 
Pharmacology  If 


...  5.50 

...  201 
...  551 
...  551 

251,434 
...  5.52 

...  551 
...  38 
...  52 

...  132 
...  519 
...  519 
252,  434 
252,  434 
...  564 
...  552 
...  197 
...  249 
434 
82 
553 
479 
449 
46 
255 
380 


253, 


253 


Pharmacopoeial  Prepara- 
tions 
Pharmacy 

Extemporaneous 
Official 

Phenic  Acid  (Phenol, 
Phenol  Alcohol,  or  Car- 
bolic Acid)  

Phenol,  Iodized 

lodated  ... 
Phosphorus 

in  Pill 

Physiological  Action 
Physostigma 
Picric  Acid 

Picrotoxin  

Pill — 

Blue  

Baly’s 

Coshy  (Pil.  Col.  Co.)  ... 
Fothergill’s 

Guy’s 

Pil.  Opii  (Saponis  Co.) 
Pil.  Vallet’s  (Pil.  Ferri 

Garb.)  

Plummer’s 

Rufus 

Blanchard’s  

Blaud’s... 

Machine 
Slab  or  tile 
Finisher 

Pills,  Size  of  

„ Excipients 

Compounding  of  .. 


131 

17 

17 

17 


Coating  of 


„ Silvering  of 

„ Gilding  of 

,,  in  Powder... 

„ Table  of  ... 

Pilocarpine  ...  254, 

Pimenta  ...  ...  254, 

Pini.  Sylvestris  Oleum  254, 

I’ink  Carolina  

Pint  

I’iltcr  255, 


166 

539 

539 

436 

53 

123 

438 

500 

517 

228 

383 

211 

410 

383 

273 

213 

23(1 

175 

390 

53 

48 

49 
49 

44 

45 
44 
51 
51 
51 
66 

148 
, 410 

438 

439 
562 

90 

439 


GOG 


INDEX. 


Pipeline  ... 

551 

Piscidia  Eiythrina 

5,54 

Pitch,  Burgundy 

255 

Pix  Burgundica  ...  255 

440 

„ Liquida  ...  255 

440 

Plantago  Lanceolata  ... 

554 

Plantain 

654 

Plants,  Gathering  of 

74 

„ Drying  of 

74 

Plaster,  Litharge... 

257 

„ Warm  

198 

Plasters,  Table  of 

135 

,,  Spreading  of  ... 

59 

„ Gas  Iron  for  ... 

G3 

Plumbum 255 

441 

Plummer’s  Pill 

230 

Podophyllum  ...  258, 

445 

Po-Ho-Yo  (Menthol) 

242 

Poison  Ivy  

5 GO 

Poisons,  Index  of 

612 

Poisons,  Compounding  of 

in  Mixtures 

28 

Poisonous  Doses 

68 

Pomegranate  

226 

„ Alkaloid  of 

553 

Pongamia  Glabra 

555 

Poppy,  Bed  

267 

,,  White 

251 

,.  Heads  

251 

Port  Wine... 

317 

Posology  ... 

83 

Potassa  Caustica...  258,  448 
Potassii  Hyclriodas(lodide)  2G1 

„ Nitris  548 

,,  Silicatis  Liquor  ...  555 

Potassium  ...  250,  447 

,,  Iodide,  in  Pill  58 
„ Permanganate, 

in  Pill  ...  54 

Poultices,  Table  of  132,  357 

Powdered  Drugs 77 

Powder,  Algarotti’s  (Antim. 

Sulpb.) 183 

Powder,  Bleaching  ...  1!I5 

Dover’s 248 

„ Gregory’s  ...  2G7 


Powder,  Grey  227 

„ James’ 182 

,,  Seidlitz 480 

Powders,  Compounding  of  38 
„ In  Mixtures  ...  .30 

„ Table  of 149 

„ To  Fold 39 

Prayer  Beads  (Jequmty 

Seeds) 497 

Precipitate,  Bed  ...  ..  229 

„ White  ...  230 

Precipitation  78 

Preparations, “Compound”  ICl 
Prescription,  Analysis  of. . . 91 
,,  Model  of  ...  91 

„ Parsing  of...  94 
,,  Beading  of...  107 
Prescriptions,  Autograph 

108,  122 

Prescription  for— 

An  Alterative,  300,  390,  408 
An  Antiperiodic  3G9,  4il2 
An  Antipyretic  452,  458 
An  Antispasmodic  ...  41G 

An  Anodyne  433 

An  Astringent,  357,  371, 391, 
39G,  443,  444 

A Bitter  Tonic.  348,  35G.  370, 
393,  428,  460 

A Blister  ...  ...  117 

A Cholagogue  ...  ...  121 

Colic  417 

Constipation,  Chronic,  318, 
428,  113 

A Counter-irritant  ...  408 
Cystitis  342,  403,  435 

A Diaphoretic,  321,  452,  458 
Diarrhoea  in  a Child,  357, 
378,  391 

A Dinner  Pill 410 

A Diuretic,  383,  403,  45S, 
474,  475 

Effervescing  Jlixt..  304,  389, 
4.54,  458,^480,  482 
An  Emmenagoguo  389,  3!il, 
428 


INDEX. 


607 


174 

341 

474, 


An  Emetic  

Epilepsy  

All  Expectorant,  416, 

476 

A Ferruginous  Tonic,  388. 

389,  390,  391,  457,  460 
A Gargle  ...  354,457 

Gonorrhoea  377,  380,  493 
Gout  ...  •••  •••  289 

Hair  Eestorer 466 

Hremorrhage,  443,  368,  461 
HiEmorrhoids,  440,  441,  452 
A Hypnotic  ...  360,  433 

Incontinence  of  Urine  335 
A Laxative  ...  452, 463 

A Lotion  444,  466,  487 
A Nervine  Tonic  ...  347 
Night  Sweating  443,  494 
A Purgative,  109,  121,  349, 
374,  379,  417,  447,  452, 
465,  473 
Kbeumatism  (Chronic)  396 
,,  (Acute)  ..  454 

Bound  Woi-m  ...  ...  471 

A Sedative  (Gastric),  304 
308,  332,  351,  378 
Spongy  Gums  ... 


Small 


of 


A Stimulant 
A Stomachic 
Syphilis 
Tape  Worm 
A Tonic,  307 
450 

Vomiting 
Whooping-cough 
Proof  Spirit 
Propylamine 
Protect  ives.  Group  of 
Prunum  ... 

Prunus  Virginiana 
Prussic  Acid 
Ptcrocarpus 

Puff  Ball 

Pulping,  Process  of 
Pulsatilla  ... 
Pulsatilla  Camphor 


413 

354 


...  323 

...  410,463 

...  401,402 

...  392,490 

356,  369,  428, 


308,  338 

...  341 
...  283 
...  555 
...  128 

263,  45!) 
...  555 
...  168 
263,  159 

...  543 
...  78 

...  556 

(or 


Anemonin) 

Pulveres,  Table  of 
Pulverisation  of 
Quantities 

Pulverisation,  Process 
„ Of  Camphor 
Pul  vis  Jacobi 
Purgatives,  Group  of 
Pyroligneous  Acid 
(Acetic) 

Pyrethrum 
Pyridine  ... 

Pyrogallic  Acid  ... 
Pyroxylic  Spirit  ... 
Pyroxylin... 

Qualitative  Analysis 
Quantitative  „ 

Quassia 

Quebracho  Bark  ... 

Queen's  Root 

Quercus  

Quevenue’s  Iron ... 
Quicklime  (Calx) 
Quicksilver  (Hydrargy- 
rum) 

Quillaya  Saponaria 

Quinetum 

Quinine  261, 

„ in  a Mixture 

„ in  Pills  ... 

Quinidinm  Sulphas 
Quininro  Hydrobromas  ... 
.,  Ladas  ... 

„ Salicylas 

.,  Valerianas 

(Juinine  Salts 


556 

149 


263, 


263, 


263, 


264 


Race,  influence  of 
Raecmosa... 

Raisins 

Revulsives,  Group  of 

Rectified  Spirit 

Red  Cinchona  Bark 

.,  Precipitate 

„ Peiiper  (Capsicum).. 
Prussiate  of  Potass. 


38 

77 

53 

182  ■ 
126 

163 

459 

556 
500 
545 

460 
79 
79 

460 

557 
563 
460 
222 
195 

227 

33 
557 
365 

34 
53 

557 

557 
568 

558 
558 
557 

92 

84 

205 
290 
127 
283 

206 
229 
1!)9 
261 


0(^8 


INDEX. 


Red  Sandal  Wood  ...  263 

Reduced  Iron  ...  ...  221 

Refrigerants,  Group  of  ...  12S» 

Rennet  43G 

Resina  26.6,461 

Resolvents,  Group  of  ...  12!) 

Resorcin .558 


Restoratives,  Group  of  ...  12!) 
Rhamnus  Frangula  265, 161 
Rhamnus  Purshiana  266,  356 


Rhei 

266,  461 

Rhigolene 

...  55!) 

Rhinacanthus  Communis  560 

Rhoeados 

267,  463 

Rhubarb  ... 

...  266 

,,  in  Pill... 

54 

Rhus  Aromatica  ... 

560 

Rhus  Toxicodendron  560 

Ribbed  Grass 

554 

Ricinus 

268,  463 

Rochelle  Salt 

279,  479 

Roots,  in  a Prescription...  67 

,,  Gathering  of 

...  74 

„ Drying  of... 

...  74 

Rosa  Canina 

268,  465 

Rosa  Centifolia  ... 

268, 465 

Rosa  Gallica 

268,  465 

Roseine 

.527 

Rosemary 

26!) 

Rosmarinum 

269,  466 

Rubefacients,  Group  of  12!) 

Rue 

269,  466 

Rufus’  Pill 

175 

Rumicin 

560 

Ruta 

269,466 

Rye,  Ergot  of 

216 

Sabadilla 

26!),  467 

Sabina 

270,  468 

Saccbarum 

270.  468 

„ Lactis 

27()',  46!) 

Saffron 

213 

Sal  Ammoniac 

177 

Salicin 

270 

Salicylic  Acid 

16!) 

S.'ilt,  Berthollct’s 

(Pot. 

Chlor.) 

260 

281 
240 
570 
282 

279 
262 
17!) 
271,46!) 
271 
263 

560 

561 
227 
469 
469 
271 
471 
471 
471 


271, 

271 


Salt,  Common 
„ Epsom 
,,  Everett’s 
„ Glauber’s  ... 

„ Rochelle  (Seignette’s 
Salt) 

Saltpetre  (Pot.  Nit.) 
Salvolatile 
Sambucus 

Sandal  Wood,  Oil  of 
,,  Red 

Sanguinaria  Canadensis 
Sanguinarin 
Sanguisuga 
Santalum 
Santonica 
Santonin 

Sapo  Animalis  ...  272 

„ Durus  ...  272 

„ Jlollis  ...  273_ 

Sarsre  Radix  ...  2731472 

Sarsaparilla,  Preps,  of  273,  472 

„ Indian  226 

Sassafras,  Prep.s.  of  273,472 

Sassy  Bark  (Casca)  514 

Savin  ...  270 

Sawdust  Excipient  45 

Scale  Preps,  (in  Mixt.)  35,  322 
Scammony  ...  274.472 

Scheele's  Prussic  Acid  168 

Scilla  ...  275,473 

Sclerotic  Acid  ...  501 

Scoparium  ...  275.474 

Scopolein  ...  561 

Scotch  Pine  (Sylv.)  254 

Scott's  Ointment ...  228 

Scruple,  in  Comp’uding  21 , !)0 
Scudamore's  Mixture  373 

Sea  Onion  ...  275 

Sec.ale  Coruutum  (Ergot)  216 
Secaline  ...  555 

Sedatives,  Group  of  129 

Sedum  Acre  ...  661 

Seidlitz  Powder  ...  480 

Seignette’s  Salt  (Rochelle)  27!) 
Senna  ...  276,  4 76 


INDEX. 


609 


276,475 

277,  477 

278,  4 / / 
and 

116.  59 
291 


Senega 
Serpentaria 
Sevum 

Shape  for  Blisters 
Plasters 
Sherry- 
Shower  Bath 
Sialagogues,  Group  of 
Sifting,  Process  of 

.,  Small  Quantities 
Signature  of  a Recipe 
Silicate  of  Potass.  Solution 
Silk,  Corn 
Silver  Preparations 
Simpson’s  Poor  Man’s  Bath  331 

Sinapis  ...  278, 477 

Sinapism,  to  Make  478 

Sitz  Bath  ...  330 

Smilax  Aspera  (Hemi- 
desmus) 

Smoking  Opium  ... 

Snake  Root  (Serpentary) 
Black  (Cimicif  uga) 


330 

130 

78 

38 

92 

555 

562 

184 


226 

549 

277 

205 


Soap,  Curd,  Castile,  Hard  272 


192, 


279, 


Soft 

Sodii  Bibor.  (Borax) 

„ Benzoas 
Sodii  Nitris 
,,  Taunas 
„ Silicatis  Liquor 
Sodium  Preparations 
Soluble  Glass  Solution 
Solution,  Process  of 
Solutions  for  Dispensing 
Soporifics,  Group  of 
Spanish  Fly  (Cantharides) 
Spatula  for  Ointment 
,,  for  Pills  ... 
S[)earraint 

Spermaceti  ...  203 

„ (in  Suppositories) 
Spigelia 

Spirit,  C.'imphorated 
,,  ilfethylated 
..  Mindcrcrus 


273 

338 

561 

562 
562 
556 
479 
655 

78 

65 

129 

198 

55 

49 

242 

358 

58 

562 

197 

515 

178 


Spirit.  Of  Wine  ...  283 

,,  Proof  283 

.,  Pyroxylic ...  646 

,,  Rectified  ...  283 

Of  Salts  (Acid 
Hydrochlor.)  167 

Spiritus,  Table  of . . . 160 

,,  Tenuior...  283 

Rectificatus  283 

Sponge  Bath  ...  330 

Spoons  ••• 

Spud  ... 

Spurge  Laurel  (Me- 
zereon)  ...  242 

Spurred  Rye  (Ergot)  216 

Squill  ...  27.5 

Squirting  Cucumber  215 

St.  Ignatius’  Beau  (Nux 
Vomica)  ...  246 

St.  John  Long’s  Liniment  288 
Staphisagria  ...  284,484 

Starch  ...  180,325 

Stavesacre  . . • 284 

Steam  Bath,  in  Pharmacy  74 

,,  in  Therapeutics  331 

Sterculia  Acuminata  541 

Sternutatories,  Group  of  130 

Stigmata  of  Maize  662 

Stifliogia  Sylvatica  66.3 

Slillingin  ...  663 

Stimulants,  Group  of  1.30 

Stock  Solutions  ...  65 

Stom.achics,  Group  of  130 

Storax  ...  285 

Straining,  Process  of  73 

Stramonium  ...  284,485 

Strychnine  ...  284,425 

„ in  Pills...  52 

S ty  p ti  c Col  loid  ...  518 

Styptics,  Group  of  130 

Styi'ax  ...  285,485 

Sublimate,  Corrosive  229 

Sublimation  ...  78 

Subsidence  ...  69 

Substitution  ...  66 


(ilO 


INDEX. 


Succi,  Tabic  of  ... 

151 

Sudorifics,  Group  of 

130 

Suet 

278 

Sugar 

270 

.,  of  Lead 

255 

,,  of  Milk 

270 

Sulphide  of  Calcium 

190 

Sulpho-carbol 

503 

Sulpho-carbolates 

301 

Sulphur 

285,  486 

„ Flowers  of... 

285 

„ Pentasulphide 

486 

„ Liver  of  ... 

258 

„ Milk  of 

285 

Sulphuric  Acid  ... 

170 

Sulphurous  Acid... 

170 

Sumach,  Fragrant 

500 

Sumbul 

286,  487 

Suppositories,  Compound- 

ing  of 

56 

Sweet  Almonds  ... 

179 

„ Oil  (Olive  Oil) 

246 

„ Spirit  of  Nitre 

173 

Symbols  Used  in  Prescrib- 

ing 

90 
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IITDEX 

OF 

-POISONS  AND  THEIR  ANTIDOTES. 


AcMs,  Mineral. — The  stomach-pump  should  7iot  be  used. 
Alkalies — lime,  soap,  chalk,  potash,  soda,  or  magnesia — mode- 
rately diluted  with  water.  In  the  absence  of  these,  plaster  off 
a wall,  oils  (almond  or  olive),  and  small  doses  of  morphine 
hypodermically  ; all  food  should  be  given  by  the  rectum. 

Acid,  Prussic  (or  Hydrocyanic). — Stomach,  if  possible, 
should  be  emptied  by  Pump  or 'rapid  emetic  dr.  sulphate  of 
zinc);  hypodermic  injections  of  atropine  (-g(j  gr.),  ammonia,  or 
whiskey,  inhalation  of  oxygen,  ammonia,  or  chlorine,  cold  and 
hot  affusion  alternately,  and  artificial  rc,‘!2)iration. 

Freshly  precipitated  oxide  of  iron,  followed  by  a solution  of 
carbonate  of  potassium,  is  to  some  extent  a chemical  antidote, 
hnt  fi-cc  stimvlatian  after  the  evacuation  of  the  stomach  must 
he  alone  relied  upon. 

Aconite  (and  Hellebore  or  Veratrine). — Pump  or  emetics; 
tV  Fr.  apomorphine  hypodermically,  or  a table-spoonful  of 
mustard  in  warm  water,  or  ^ to  1 dr.  sulphate  of  zinc.  Stimu- 
lants— Whiskey  and  ammonia  hypodermically,  with  20  to  30 
minims  of  tincture  of  d iyitalis  or  2 minims  liq.  atropinas. 


* .NtmTcll’s  " Wliat  to  Do  in  Foisoiiing  ” stiouM  be  in  every  Practitioner’s 
in.-itriiment  ling. 
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Strychnine  may  be  given  (^\j  gr.)  by  mouth,  rectum,  or  hypo- 
dermically. 

The  patient  should  be  kept  horizontally  on  his  back,  and  in 
a state  of  absolute  rest,  and  sinapisms  applied  to  the  heart  and 
extremities,  and  dry  heat,  friction,  and  artificial  respiration. 

Alcohol. — The  Pump  should  be  promptly  used,  and  the 
stomach  filled  through  it  with  strong  coffee,  to  which  a little 
ammonia  should  be  added  ; or  a hypodermic  injection  of 
a minims  apomorphine  solution,  sinapisms,  cold  affusion, 
nitrite  of  amyl  inhalation,  or  electricity  may  be  tried,  and  in 
desperate  cases  boiling  water,  to  cause  immediate  vesication 
of  the  skin  over  the  soles  of  the  feet. 

Ammonia  and  Alkalies.— Pump  should  not  be  used. 
Weak  acids  (acetic  preferable)  may  be  given,  largely  diluted, 
and  followed  by  draughts  of  almond  or  olive  oil  or  melted 
butter,  and  demulcent  drinks. 

Tracheotomy  may  be  required  for  the  oedema  of  the  glottis, 
and  morphine  hypodermically  for  the  shock. 

Antimony  (Tartar  Emetic). — Emetics  or  Pump  not  gene- 
rally required,  as  vomiting  sets  in  soon.  Tannin,  strong  tea,  or 
gallic  acid,  or  any  diluted  astringent  tincture  or  hifusion  con- 
taining tannin,  may  be  freely  given,  followed  up  by  the  hypo- 
dermic or  rectal  administration  of  alcohol,  to  which  small  doses 
of  digitalis  or  strychnine  may  be  added. 

Butter  of  Antimony treatment  of  poisoning  by  this 
preparation  of  antimony  should  be  the  same  as  for  the  mineral 
acids — viz.,  magnesia,  soap  suds,  chalk,  potash,  or  soda,  followed 
by  oil  and  milk. 

Arsenic.— Pump  or  Emetics,  or  5 minims  of  apomorphine 
solution.  Freshly-prepared  moist  peroxide  of  iron  (prepared 
by  adding  soda  or  ammonia  to  the  tincture  of  iron)  or  dialysed 
iron  in  ounce  do.ses,  diluted,  or,  in  the  absence  of  these,  mag- 
nesia freely,  or  animal  charcoal,  olive  oil,  or  lime  water  ; 
demulcent  drinks  and  stimulants  by  mouth  or  rectum. 

Atropine  and  Belladonna. — Pump  or  Emetics,  and  after- 
wards the  following  : — Tannin,  charcoal,  or  tea.  Morphine 
(i  grain)  by  subcutaneous  injection,  or  laudanum  by  the 
mouth,  or  pilocarpine  (5  grain)  subeutancousljq  and  purga- 
tives. 

The  poison  being  excreted  by  the  kidnej's,  the  bladder 
should  be  emptied  by  the  catheter  to  [jrevent  rcabsorplion. 
Escrine  in  small  doses  has  been  advocated  as  an  antagonist. 
Ph'cc  stimulation,  counter-irritation,  and  artificial  respiration 
may  be  necessary. 
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Cannabis  Indica. — Pump  or  Emetics,  especially  apomor- 
phine  hypodermically  (5  minims  of  B.  P.  injection),  and  treat 
symptoms  as  they  present  themselves  ; purge  and  stimulate. 

Camphor. — Pump  or  Emetics,  and  copious  draughts  of 
■\vater,  with  brisk  saline  cathartics,  and  general  counter-irrita- 
tion, or  cold  and  hot  douche  alternately. 

Cantharides.— Pump  or  Emetics,  mucilaginous  drinks,  or, 
in  their  absence,  oils,  chalk,  a little  opium  by  the  mouth,  and 
a morphine  suppository  by  the  rectum. 

Carbolic  Acid. — Pump  or  Emetics,  and  wash  the  stomach 
out  with  glyceriue,  Epsom  or  Glauber’s  salt,  in  solution  ; give 
oils,  egg  albumen,  and  warm  mucilaginous  driirks,  with  any 
soluble  sulphate,  and  finally,  freely  stimulate,  counter-irritate, 
and  inject  gr.  atropine. 

Chloral  Hydrate.— Pump  or  Emetics,  especially  5 minim 
injections  of  Apomorphine  solution,  and  injections  of  strych- 
nine gr.),  or  of  atropine  gr.),  caffein  (o  grs.),  or  free 
stimulation  with  ammonia,  whiskey,  or  ether,  and  sinapisms. 
Particularly  external  loarmth,  electricity,  and  artificial  res- 
piration ; inhalation  of  amyl  nitrite  may  be  tried. 

Chlorine  (when  inhaled). — Inhalation  of  ammonia  or  HoS  ; 
(\vhen  swallowed) — albumen  and  mucilaginous  drinks. 

Chloroform.— Draw  forward  the  tongue,  artificial  respira- 
tion, cold  affusion,  free  ventilation,  inversion  of  the  body. 
Hypodermically,  whiskey,  ammonia,  strychnine,  or  digitalis, 
or  inhalation  of  nitrite  of  amyl.  Galvanism  is  doubtful.  If 
the  chloroform  has  been  swallowed,  use  the  pump,  or  give  5 
minims  of  apomorphine  solution,  and  proceed  as  if  inhaled. 

Colchicum. — Pump  or  Emetics,  mucilaginous  drinks,  albu- 
men, or  strong  tea  or  tannin,  and  give  a purgative.  Stimulate, 
and  treat  symptoms. 

Conium.  — Pump  or  Emetics,  tannin  and  castor  oil. 
Stimulate  freely  by  ammonia.  Hypodermics  of  strychnine  or 
atropine  may  be  tried,  and  artificial  respiration  persevered  in. 

Copper  Salts. — Pump  or  Emetics,  if  free  vomiting  has 
not  occurred;  yellow  prussiate  of  potassium,  egg  albumen  and 
milk  form  insoluble  copper  salts;  mucilaginous  drinks,  and 
wheaten  Hour  or  water  in  which  yolks  of  eggs  are  suspended, 
and  the  free  use  of  opium  to  allay  irritation. 

Corrosive  Sublimate.— See  Hercury. 

Creasote. — Same  treatment  as  for  Carbolic  Acid. 
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Croton  Oil. — Emetics,  or,  if  in  the  early  stage,  the  gentle 
use  of  the  Pump,  demulcent  drinks,  soothing  enemata,  and 
opium — general  treatment  for  irritant  poisons.  Free  stimula- 
tion and  counter-irritation  may  be  necessary. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium. —Treat  as  if  Hydrocyanic  Acid, 
and  if  seen  at  once  give  solution  of  Ferri  Sulph. 

Digitalis. — Pump  or  Emetics,  especially  sulphate  of  zinc 
1 dram,  or  5 minims  of  apomorphine  solution  hypodermically, 
tannin,  or  animal  charcoal,  free  stimulation,  and  the  hypoder- 
mic injection  of  -j-Jo  gr.  aconitine,  and  the  free  use  of  opium. 
Muscarin  (|-  gr.)  is  antagonistic,  and  alcohol  should  be  given. 

The  patient  should  be  kept  absolutely  quiet,  and  in  the 
horizontal  position. 

Elaterium. — Emetics  or  the  Pump.  Demulcent  drinks  and 
opium  freely,  and  general  treatment  of  the  symptoms  of 
gastro-intestinal  irritation. 

Eserine,  or  Calabar  Bean.— Emetics  or  Pump,  with 
tannin  or  any  tannin-containing  liquid.  Hypodermic  injec- 
tions of  atropine  gr.)  till  the  pupils  widely  dilate,  afford 
the  best  chance  ; strychnine  and  chloral  have  been  recom- 
mended. 

Artificial  respiration  should  be  assiduously  tried,  and  warmth 
and  friction  externally. 

Ether  (Inhalation). — Pull  forward  the  tongue,  give  free 
current  of  air,  commence  artificial  respiration,  and  treat  as  if 
Chloroform  poisoning. 

Fungi,  or  Muscarin, — Emetics  or  the  Pump.  Give 
atropine  hypodermically  gr.),  and  repeat  till  pupils 

dilate,  or  digitalis  or  morphine  may  be  given.  Free  stimula- 
tion, sinapisms,  and  friction. 

Gelsemium. — Pump  and  Emetics.  Bicarbonate  of  potas- 
sium and  tannin  freely  given,  warmth,  free  stimulation  with 
alcohol,  electricity,  and  artificial  respiration. 

Hypodermics  of  ammonia  or  atropine,  or  digitalis,  arc  par- 
tially antagonistic  ; best  result  will  follow  3 minims  of  atropine 
solution. 

Hydrocyanic  (or  Prussic  Acid). — Antidote  and  treatment 
described  upon  page  012  (under  Acid,  Prussic). 

Hyoscyamus. — Same  as  for  Atropine  (page  013). 

Iodine. — Emetics  or  the  vautioua  use  of  the  rubber  tube  of 
the  Stomach  Pump,  and  the  free  administration  of  starch, 
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arrowroot,  bread,  boiled  potatoes,  flour,  lime-water,  and  demul- 
cent drinks. 

Laburnum. — Stomach  pump,  if  possible,  should  be  always 
used,  even  if  vomiting  has  occurred,  as  portions  of  seeds,  &c., 
may  remain  in  the  stomach.  Free  stimulation,  and  in  bail 
cases  hypodermic  injection  of  ammonia,  counter-irritation, 
friction,  and  cold  douche. 

Lead  Salts. — Stomach  Pump,  or,  preferably,  a large  emetic 
of  sulphate  of  zinc,  which  is  also  an  antidote  ; milk,  white  of 
egg,  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  Epsom  or  Glauber’s  salts,  or  phos- 
phate of  sodium,  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  or  Harrowgatc  water. 
Demulcent  drinks,  with  mild  opiates  to  allay  pain  and  spasm. 

Lime. — Carbonic  Acid — any  mrated  water,  as  soda-water 
or  lemonade  ; weak  acetic  acid  or  vinegar,  freely  diluted,  and 
followed  by  oil  or  demulcent  drinks. 

Lobelia  (or  Tobacco). — Emetics  or  Pump.  Tannin,  free 
stimulation,  externally  by  sinapisms,  friction,  and  dry  heat, 
internally  or  hypodermically  by  alcohol,  ammonia,  and  ether, 
with  strychnine  gr.),  and  small  doses  of  opium,  and  the 
patient  kept  strictly  in  the  horizontal  position, 

Mercury  (Corrosive  Sublimate). — Emetics  or  the  very 
cautious  use  of  the  Pump.  (The  Pump  should  not  be  used 
except  in  the  very  early  stages  of  the  2)oisoning.)  Albumen, 
or  gluten  (prepared  by  washing  flour  in  a muslin  bag),  demul- 
cent drinks,  milk  and  oil,  morphine  and  alcohol,  subcutaneously. 

Morphine. — See  Opium. 

Muscarin  (or  Mushrooms). — Same  treatment  as  in  poison- 
ing by  Fungi  — viz.,  the  subcutaneous  administration  of 
atropine  after  the  use  of  an  emetic  or  the  Pump. 

Nux  Vomica.— See  Strychnine. 

Opium  (or  Morifliine). — Pump,  or,  in  its  absence.  Emetics  (if 
capalfle  of  swallowing),  or  to  ^ gr.  of  apomorjfliine  injected 
hypodermically.  The  stomach  should  be  washed  out  with 
tepid  water  and  filled  with  strong  coffee  or  tea,  or  any  infusion 
or  liquid  containing  tannin. 

Catfein,  atropine,  or  strychnine  hypodermically  ; flagellation, 
cold  and  hot  affusions  alternately  ; electricity  ; extensive 
sinapisms,  or  very  hot  water,  to  cause  vesication  in  desperate 
cases  ; and  when  once  aroused  the  jratieiit  should  never  be 
allowed  to  rest,  but  should  be  kept  continually  on  the  move. 
Artificial  respiration  ma}^  be  required. 

Nitric  Acid. — See  under  Mineral  Acids. 
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Oxalic  Acid. — Pump  or  Emetics.  Lime  (lime  and  water, 
putty  of  lime,  or  chalk)  is  the  best  antidote ; one  good  dose 
of  castor  oil ; counter-irritation,  free  stimulation,  and  the 
treatment  for  gastro-enteric  inflammation. 

Pilocarpine. — Pump  or  Emetics  and  free  administration  of 
tannin,  and  the  hypodermic  use  of  its  antagonist — atropine — in 

to  o\j  gi'-  ftoses. 

Phosphorus. — Pump  or  Emetics.  Sulphate  of  Copper  (5 
grs.  every  15  minutes)  is  both  antidote  and  emetic,  French  oil 
of  turpentine  or  any  old  oil  of  turpentine,  purgatives,  and  de- 
mulcent drinks,  containing  magnesia  and  albumen  (avoiding 
oils  and  butter). 

Physostigma. — See  under  Eserine. 

Potash  (Caustic). — Emetics.  Pump  should  not  be  used ; 
weak  acids  (vegetable  preferred,  and  largely  diluted),  oils  and 
butter  freely  administered. 

Potassium  (Chlorate). — Pump  or  Emetics,  profuse  demul- 
cent drinks  and  purgatives,  hot  blanket  baths,  and  treatment 
as  for  acute  Bright’s  disease. 

Silver  Nitrate  (or  Lunar  Caustic). — Large  doses  of  com- 
mon salt  or  sea  water  ; emetics  and  pump  (india  rubber  tube) 
should  be  used,  and  white  of  egg  injected  into  the  stomach 
after  the  poison  is  removed. 

Yolk  of  egg,  wheaten  flour,  or  milk  mixed  with  water  should 
be  freely  administered. 

Soda  (Caustic). — Acids  and  oils  (as  for  Potash). 

Stramonium. — Emetics,  tannin,  free  stimulation,  and 
hypodermic  use  of  Morphine  (same  ns  for  Atropine  and  Bella- 
donna). 

Strychnine. — Pump  or  Emetics,  especially  a hypodermic 
injection  of  to  i;  gr.  Apomori)hine.  Charcoal  or  tannin  in 
large  quantities.  Tobacco  by  rectum  (with  great  caution — not 
more  than  20  grains  at  once),  bromide  of  iwtassium  in  large 
doses  (2  drs.  to  2 o/s.),  chloral,  chloroform.  Calabar  bean, 
conium,  morphine,  ctlier,  vkc.,  are  recommended.  The  writer 
believes  that  poisonous  doses  of  alcohol  afford  the  best  treat- 
ment, given  both  by  mouth  and  rectum.  Artilicial  respiration 
may  be  tried. 

Sugar  of  Lead,— Sulphate  of  zinc,  albumen,  Ac.  (Sec 
Lead.) 
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Sulphurets  and  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen. — Inhalation 
of  air  containing  a small  percentage  of  chloriue  in  it,  and  the 
free  administration  of  a very  weak  solution  of  chlorinated  lime 
or  soda. 

Sulphuric  Acid. — See  under  Mineral  Acids. 

Tartar  Emetic.— Tannin,  green  tea,  &c.  (See  Antimony). 

Tobacco. — Emetics,  tannin,  free  stimulation,  hypodermic 
injection  of  Strychnine  (^  gr.)  and  the  recumbent  position 
strictly  maintained  (as  for  Lobelia). 

Veratrine. — Pump  or  Emetics.  Alcohol,  opium,  &c.,  as  for 
Aconite  (which  see). 

Zinc  Salts  (Chiefly  the  chloride,  as  Burnett’s  fluid). — The 
rubber  tube  of  the  stomach  Pump  used  with  caution,  or 
Emetics,  especially  apomorphine  gr.  injected  hypoder- 
mically. Egg  albumen,  tea,  tannin,  milk,  alkalies  or  their 
carbonates,  demulcent  drinks,  and  soothing  enemata  contain- 
ing a little  laudanum. 
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